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INDIAN GEOGRAPHY

1979

Recent discovery of method of reducing
salination of soil is

(a) Spreading of husk on the soil
(b) Extensive use of fertilisers
(c) Intensive use of fertilisers

(d) None of the above

Explanation: (A)

Recently, it was discovered that dense
crop husks like rice husks could eftectively
be employed to encounter increasing
salination of soils.

Biochar from rice husks or wheat straw
absorbs sodium (Na+) from the soil, which
reduces the amount of sodium in the soil.
This can help improve the growth of crops
like rice.

Benefits :

Biochar can also improve other soil
properties, such as porosity, hydraulic
conductivity, and potassium (K+) content.

Applications

Biochar can be used to improve soil quality
in areas affected by salinity, such as coastal
soils. It can also be used in combination
with other amendments, such as compost,
to improve soil quality.

The crop which grows in alluvial soil and
needs 150 cm rainfall is

(@) Wheat
(b) Rice
(¢) Groundnut

(d) Sugarcane

Explanation : (B)

Alluvial soil, mixture of clayey and loamy
soil in adequate proportion with 150cm
rainfall is ideal for cultivation of rice. Rice
(Paddy) is grown well in hot and moist
climate.
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Geographical conditions for the rice
cultivation:

Temperature: 16°C - 27°C
Rainfall: 100 cm to 200 cm

Soil: rice is grown well on the alluvial soil
or on the fertile river basin.

Land: Plain lands or gentle slopes are
suitable for the production of rice.

In the areas of less rainfall, it grows with
the help of irrigation. Rice is grown in the
plains of north and north-eastern India,
coastal areas and the deltaic regions.

What factors changed the landscape of

India the most in last century?

(a) Irrigation

(b) Movement of people from rural to
urban areas

(c) Industrialisation

(d) Deforestation

Explanation : (B)

Most important factor that changed the
landscape of India in the last century:

Movement of people from rural to urban
areas: - Rapid urbanization has led to the
growth of cities and towns, resulting in
significant changes in the landscape of
India. The migration of people from rural
to urban areas has led to the expansion of
cities, the development of infrastructure,
and the transformation of agricultural land
into residential and commercial areas. As
the opportunities increase the movement
of people from rural to urban area increases
as well.

The oldest mountains are
(a) Himalayas

(b) Aravallis

(c) Satpura

(d) Vindhyas

Explanation : (B)

The Aravalli range is the oldest fold
mountains in India.
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5. Which of the following projects is
administered by more than one State?

(a) Nagarjuna

(b) Kosi Project

(c) Hirakud Project

(d) Tungbhadra Project

Explanation : (B)

Tungabhadra project is administered by
more than one State.

*  The Tungabhadra Dam also known as
Pampa Sagar is constructed across the
Tungabhadra River, a tributary of the
Krishna River. The dam is in Munirabad,
Koppal district of Karnataka.

. Itis a significant multi-purpose river project
that contributes to irrigation, hydroelectric
power generation, and flood control in
both Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

6. Which of the following crops helps in
nitrogen fixation?

(a) Rice
(b) Wheat
(c) Maize
(d) Beans

Explanation : (D)

.  Beans are a crop that helps in nitrogen
fixation. Beans are legumes, which are
plants that use nitrogen-fixing bacteria to
enrich the soil with nitrogen.

« Nitrogen-fixing bacteria live in the
root nodules of legumes. These bacteria
convert atmospheric nitrogen into soluble
nitrogenous compounds.

Symbiotic nitrogen fixation

The process by which legumes fix nitrogen
is called symbiotic nitrogen fixation (SNF).

Benefits of nitrogen fixation

Nitrogen is a key component of chlorophyll,
which plants need for photosynthesis.

Other nitrogen-fixing plants include:
Alfalfa, Amaranth, Chickpea, Clover,
Purslane (Kulfa), and Spinach.

Download | p.  swm @ :
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 2

“Laterite Soil” is found in India in

(a) Western Ghats
(b) Eastern Ghats
(c) Deccan Plateau

(d) Satpura region in Madhya Pradesh

Explanation : (A)

Laterite soil is mainly found in Western
Ghats and the North-eastern region of the
country.

Laterite soil is also known as residual soil.

It is rich in iron oxide and potash, but lacks
nitrogen, phosphate, and calcium. It is not
a fertile soil and has very limited use in
agriculture.

Laterite soil is formed by chemical
weathering that causes leaching of the
parent sedimentary rocks, which is known
as “lateralization”

The sea territory of India extends up to

(a) 4 nautical miles
(b) 12 nautical miles
(c) 200 nautical miles
(d) None of these

Explanation : (B)

Territorial waters or a territorial sea
as defined by the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, as a
belt of coastal waters extending at most 12
nautical miles (22.2 km; 13.8 mile) from
the base-line (usually the mean low-water
mark) of a coastal state. Therefore, India’s
sea territory extends up to 12 nautical miles
from its shorelines.

A coastal state can claim a territorial sea
that extends 12 nautical miles from its
baselines.

The coastal state has sovereignty over the
territorial sea, the airspace above it, and the
seabed and subsoil beneath it.

The winter rain in Madras is caused by

(a) South-West Monsoons
(b) North East Monsoons
(c) Intense land and sea breezes

(d) Cyclonic winds in the Bay of Bengal
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Explanation : (B)

The winter rain in Chennai, also known
as Madras, is caused by the North-East
Monsoons. These winds, also called the
retreating monsoon, collect moisture from
the Bay of Bengal and cause rainfall when
they reach the Tamil Nadu coasts.

Chennai receives most of its rain from the
northeast and retreating monsoons during
the winter season. During this period,
many low pressure systems develop in the
Bay of Bengal and move towards the east
coast of Tamil Nadu causing heavy rainfall.

Chennai experiences a wet and tropical
climate as it lies near the coast and thus
does not have any sort of extreme seasonal
temperature. Chennai gets most of its
annual rainfall from mid-October to mid-
December.

The southwest monsoon :

It is a seasonal wind that flows from
the southwest to Indias mainland. Its
the primary rainy season for the Indian
subcontinent, and is also known as the
summer monsoon period.

The southwest monsoon usually begins
in Kerala around June 1st and covers the
entire country by July 15th. It’s expected
to begin around the beginning of June and
fade away by the end of September.

The moisture-laden winds that reach
the southernmost point of the Indian
Peninsula split into two parts due to its

topography:

1.  Arabian Sea Branch
2. Bay of Bengal Branch

After September, the low-pressure zone
in the Indian subcontinent gradually
withdraws, and southwest monsoon winds
are replaced.

What is Sea Breeze?

A sea breeze is a local wind system that
blows from a large body of water toward
land. During the day, the sun heats the
land faster than the ocean. This creates a
low pressure area over the land and a high
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pressure area over the ocean. The warm air
over the land rises, and the cooler air over
the ocean flows over the land to replace
it. This flow is called the sea breeze.

10.

Which among the following States
possesses o0il resources based on
geographical location?

(a) Kerala
(b) Nagaland
(¢) Assam

(d) Meghalaya

Explanation : (C)

Assam has the most oil fields in India, with
over 100. Assam’s major oil fields include
Digboi, Naharkatiya, and Moran-Hugrijan.

Assam 1is the oldest oil-producing state in
India. It has many oil fields, including the
Digboi oilfield, which was the first oil well
in Asia. Assam is a major contributor to
India’s crude oil production.

Assam, Gujarat, and Rajasthan together
account for more than 96% of oil from
onshore fields in India.

11.

Gondwana hills are located in

(a) Punjab

(b) Jammu and Kashmir
(c) Madhya Pradesh

(d) Nagaland

Explanation : (C)

Gondwana hills are spread through the
central Indian states such as Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, etc. Gondwana
is a region of India named after the Gondi
people who live there (though they can also
be found in other parts of India).

The name of the ancient continent
of Gondwanaland was derived from
Gondwana because some of the earliest
rock formations of this continent were
first investigated in this part of region, in
modern Odisha.

The Gondwana dynasty ruled the region
during the Mughal era.
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The Indian Peninsular plateau is part of the
Gondwana land.

The Peninsular plateau is the oldest
landmass in India, formed by the breaking
and drifting of the Gondwana land.

12.

The maximum percentage of the tribal
population in India constitutes:

(a) Bhils

(b) Santhals
(c) Mundas
(d) Nagas

Explanation : (B)

Santhals have the maximum percentage of
the tribal population in India.

The Santhal or Santal are a scheduled tribe
of people indigenous to Terai of Nepal and
India, who live mainly in Nepal and the
Indian States of Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Bihar, Odisha, Assam.

Bhils :

The Bhil are a tribal group in western India.
They are considered one of the oldest tribes
in India and are known for being excellent
archers. The Bhil are outside of the caste
system and Hinduism.

The Bhil are found in the states of
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
and Rajasthan. According to the 2011
Census, the Bhil are the largest tribal group
in India, making up about 38% of the
country’s scheduled tribal population.

The Munda tribe :

It is one of Indias largest scheduled
tribes. They are primarily found in the
Chhotanagpur Plateau region, which
covers most of Jharkhand, as well as in
neighboring regions of Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, and West Bengal. The Munda also
reside in adjacent areas of Madhya Pradesh
as well as in portions of Bangladesh, Nepal,
and the state of Tripura.

Nagas :

The Naga people are an umbrella term
for several indigenous communities in
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Northeast India and Upper Burma. They
live in the remote and mountainous
country between the Indian state of
Assam and Burma. The Nagas are the
majority population in the Indian state
of Nagaland and Naga Self-Administered
Zone of Myanmar (Burma). They also
have significant populations in Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam in India.

13.

It has been found recently that the acidity
of the soil increases because of

(a) Leaching away of bases
(b) Increased use of ammonia
(¢) Increased use of urea

(d)

Increased use of rock phosphate

Explanation : (A)

Soil acidity increases due to the leaching
away of bases.

Leaching away of bases:

When bases are leached away from the soil,
the soil becomes more acidic.

Effects of soil acidity:

Soil acidity can reduce soil fertility.

Excessive or inappropriate wuse of
nitrogenous fertilizers can also lead to
nitrate leaching into groundwater.

How to reduce soil acidity:

Calcium hydroxide, also known as
hydrated lime or slaked lime, can be used
to neutralize acidic soil.

14. Jhum Cultivation’ is connected with
(a) Tribal people
(b) Delta cultivation
(c) Dry farming
(d) Hilly people
Explanation : (D)

Jhum cultivation is mainly practiced by hilly
people where there is lack of productive
land. Jhum cultivation, also known as the
slash and burn agriculture, is the process
of growing crops by first clearing the land
of trees and vegetation by burning them
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The burnt soil contains potash by that
increases the nutrient content of the soil.
Jhum cultivation is practiced in large scale
in north-eastern states of India.

States where Jhum cultivationis practiced:

Assam, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Mizoram, and Meghalaya.

Disadvantages of Jhum cultivation :

Deforestation, Reduction in soil quality,
Loss of biodiversity, and Pollution of water
sources and air

1980

15.

Bustard King is found in

(a) Assam

(b) Himalayan Range
(c) Rajasthan

(d) Madhya Pradesh

Explanation : (C)

The “Great Indian Bustard” , also known as
“Bustard King’ is found mostly in Rajasthan
and Gujarat.

It is considered Indias most critically
endangered bird.

It is considered the flagship grassland
species, representing the health of the
grassland ecology.

Small populations occur in Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

The bird is under constant threats due
to collision/electrocution with power
transmission lines, hunting (still prevalent
in Pakistan), habitat loss and alteration as a
result of widespread agricultural expansion,
etc.

GIBs are a slow-reproducing species. They
lay a few eggs and have almost a year-long
parental care of chicks. The GIB achieves
maturity in around 3-4 years.

1981

16.

Which of the following States is
landlocked?

(a) Maharashtra
(b) West Bengal
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(c) Andhra Pradesh
(d) Bihar

Explanation : (D)

Bihar is a landlocked state in India. It is
located in the temperate zone’s subtropical
area, between West Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh. Bihar is bordered by Nepal to the
north and Jharkhand to the south.

Landlocked means a region that doesn't
border a large body of water, like an ocean.
India has a large coastline from Gujarat to
West Bengal, covered by the sea on three
sides.

17.

Maximum production of paddy per unit
water consumption can be best achieved
ina

(a) Nonporous soil

(b) Porous soil

(c) Impervious soil

(d) Soil that allows slow percolation

Explanation : (D)

Maximum production of paddy per unit
water consumption can be achieved best
if the soil is such kind that allows slow
seepage or percolation.

The best soil for growing paddy is clay soil,
as it possesses the necessary characteristics
of small particle size, high water retention,
and low percolation rate.

18.

Why the Indian farmers plough their
fields during the time interval between
two crops?

(a) In order to keep the soil loose for
further cultivation

(b) To increase the porosity of the soil
(c) To escape drought
(d) To prevent clodding

Explanation : (D)

Indian farmers plough their fields during
the time interval between two crops to
avoid the growth of weeds, to loosen the
soil, and for sowing seeds of next crop. It
also prevents clodding.
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19.

Which of the following statements about
the cultivation of tea and coffee is correct

(a) Tea grows at a higher altitude than
coffee

(b) Coffee grows at a higher altitude than
tea

(c) Both grow at about the same altitude

(d) There is no climate relationship
between the two

Explanation : (A)

Tea grows at higher altitude than coffee.
The difference leaves while in coffee, it is
the seeds.

Here’s some more information about the
cultivation of tea and coffee:

Tea :

Grows in tropical and subtropical climates.
Tea plants require temperatures between
21°C and 29°C and rainfall between
150-200 cm. Tea plants grow well in well-
drained soil, but stagnant water can damage
the crop.

Coffee :

Can tolerate warm temperate dry to rain
climates, with little to no frost. Coftfee
plants require temperatures between 25°C
and 30°C and rainfall between 150-200
cm. Coffee plants should be protected from
direct sunlight, so trees are often planted
between the coffee crop to provide shade.

1982

20.

Which is the most urbanised State in
India?

(a) Punjab

(b) Gujarat

(c) Maharashtra

(d) Tamil Nadu

Explanation : (D)

Tamil Nadu is the most urbanized state in
India, with 48.45% of its population living
in urban areas. This is higher than the
national average of 31%.
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Here are some other urbanized states in
India:

1. Kerala: 47.7% of its population lives
in urban areas

2.  Maharashtra: 45.2% of its population
lives in urban areas

Delhi: 97.5% urbanized

Chandigarh: 97.25% urbanized

Goa: 62.2% urbanized

. Mizoram: 51.5% urbanized

Tamil Nadu has seen a rapid rate of
urbanization over the last 20 years.
According to the 2011 Census, Tamil Nadu

has seen more people move from rural to
urban areas than other states.

o 9ok ow

21.

Which of the following States has the
largest coastal area in India?

(a) Kerala
(b) Tamil Nadu

(c) Karnataka
(d) Andhra Pradesh

Explanation : (B)

Gujarat has the longest coastline in India,
stretching 1,600 km. It is located in the
Kathiawar region and is surrounded by the
Arabian Sea.

Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu has the second longest coastline
in India, stretching 1,076 km. It is known as
the Coromandel coast.

Andhra Pradesh

Andhra Pradesh has the third longest
coastline in India, stretching 972 km. It is
located in the Coastal Andhra region.

Kerala

Kerala has the fifth longest coastline in
India, stretching 590 km. It is known as the
Malabar Coast

To visit Tuticorin, Mangalore and
Paradip, one does not require to go to

(a) Tamil Nadu
(b) Kerala
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(c) Karnataka
(d) Orissa

Explanation : (B)

Paradip Port is the artificial deep-water
port located in the state of Odisha.
Tuticorin Port is one of the major ports in
the state of Tamil Nadu.

New Mangalore Port is located at the
southern tip of the Karnataka coast.

Thus, one need not travel to Kerala to visit
all these three ports.

23.

200 cm of rainfall, 20°C of temperature
and well drained land is ideal for the
cultivation of

(a) Rice
(b) Tea

(c) Coftee
(d) Rubber

Explanation : (B)

Tea plants grow best in warm, humid
climates with well-distributed rainfall and
acidic, well-drained soil.

The average annual temperature for tea
plants is between 15-23°C.

The maximum temperature should be
between 16-32°C.

Temperatures should not drop below -15°C
for long periods in the winter.

Tea plants need at least 150- 200 cm of
rainfall per year.

Too much rain in the monsoon months can
cause drainage problems.

The area should not be prone to frost.

Thus, B is the right answer.

24.

Chambal river flows through the States of

(a) Maharashtra, Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh

(b) Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Orissa

(c) Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan

(d) Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Bihar
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Explanation : (C)

The Chambal River is a tributary of the
Yamuna River. The river flows north
- northeast through Madhya Pradesh,
running for a time through Rajasthan, then
forming the boundary between Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh before turning
southeast to join the Yamuna in Uttar
Pradesh state.

The river does not flow through Bihar and
Orissa

25.

Khetri, Kolar, Sindri and Jharia are
associated with

(a) Copper, gold, fertilisers and coal
(b) Copper, gold, coal and Iron

(c) Copper, gold, coal and gypsum
(d) Iron, gold, coal and copper

Explanation : (A)

Khetri is famous for its copper mines.
Kolar mines in Karnataka are famous for
Gold. Sindri is recognized for its fertilizers
industry and Jharia is famous for its coal
mines.

Khetri is a well known copper belt

26.

The largest producer of tea in the world is

(a) China
(b) SriLanka
(¢) India

(d) Malaysia

Explanation : (A)

China is the largest tea producer in the
world, followed by India and Kenya. Based
on UN Food And Agriculture Organization
statistics for global production from 1993-
2013, here are the 10 top tea producing
nations in the world :

1. China

2. India

3. Kenya

4. SriLanka
5. Turkey

6. Indonesia
7. Vietnam
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8. Japan
9. Iran

10. Argentina

27. North India gets rainfall due to

(a) Northern cold winds
(b) South West monsoons
(c) North-East monsoons

(d) Western disturbances
Explanation : (D)

*  North India gets rainfall due to Western
disturbances. These disturbances are low-
pressure systems that originate in the
Mediterranean Sea and travel east across
the globe. They are most common during
the winter months of December to March.

Western disturbances originate in the mid-
latitude region near the Atlantic Ocean and
Europe.

They travel over Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan,
and Pakistan before entering India.

»  The Himalayas block the disturbances,
trapping moisture and causing precipitation.

. The precipitation falls as rain in low-lying
areas and snow in mountainous areas.

. Western disturbances can cause crop
damage, landslides, floods, and avalanches.

28. The river which flows between Vindhya
and Satpura ranges is

(a) Narmada
(b) Tapti

(c) Mahanadi
(d) Godavari

Explanation: (A)

. The Narmada River flows between the
Vindhya and Satpura ranges. The Narmada
originates in the northeastern end of
Satpura in Amarkantak, and flows west
towards the Arabian Sea. The Narmada
basin extends over an area of 98,796 km?
(38,145.3 sq mi) and lies on the northern
extremity of the Deccan Plateau.

. The Narmada and Tapti Rivers are the main
rivers of the Vindhya and Satpura Ranges.

»  The Tapi River is a major river in central
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India that flows from east to west for
about 724 kilometers. It's located south
of the Narmada River, and flows through
the states of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
and Maharashtra. The river’s source is the
Satpura range in the Gawilgarh hills of the
Deccan plateau, and it flows through Surat.
The Tapi river mouths are the Arabian Sea
and the Gulf of Khambhat.

29.

Duncan pass is located between

(a) North Andaman and South Andaman
(b) North Andaman and Car Nicobar
(¢) South Andaman and Car Nicobar
(d) South Andaman and Little Andaman

Explanation : (D)

Duncan Passage is located between South
Andaman and Little Andaman. It’s a strait
in the Indian Ocean, about 48 kilometers
wide.

The Duncan Passage separates Rutland
Island (part of Great Andaman) to the
north and Little Andaman to the south.

It connects the Andaman Sea to the Bay of
Bengal.

30.

Bhakra Nangal, Hirakud and Kosi
projects are situated on the rivers

(a) Sutlej, Mahanadi and Kosi
(b) Sutlej, Mahanadi and Purna
(c) Mahanadi, Beas, Godavari
(d) Beas, Mahanadi, Sutlej

Explanation : (A)

Bhakra Nangal:

This project is located on the Sutlej River
in Himachal Pradesh and Punjab. It is a
joint venture between the states of Punjab,
Haryana, and Rajasthan. The Bhakra
Nangal Dam is the second tallest dam in
Asia.

Hirakud:

This project is located on the Mahanadi
River. The Hirakud Dam harnesses the
water of the Mahanadi River.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

Kosi:

This project is located on the Kosi River. It
is a joint project between India and Nepal
that involves irrigation, flood control, and
hydropower generation.

1983

31.

In which part of India do tea and coffee
plantations overlap?

(a) South India

(b) East India

(c) South East India
d)  South West India

Explanation : (D)

In south-west India, tea and coffee
plantation overlap. States in south-west
India such as Karnataka, Southern Andhra
Pradesh are known for both simultaneous
cultivation of tea and coffee even on same
farm.

The most commonly used coffee beans are
Arabica and Robusta grown in the hills
of Karnataka (Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru
and Hassan), Kerala (Malabar region) and
Tamil Nadu (Nilgiris District, Yercaud and
Kodaikanal)

32.

Match the following:
A. Gonds 1. Central India
B. Eskimos | 2. Canada
C. Lapps 3. Norway
D. Moplas 4. Kerala

The correct answeris A BCD

(a) 4312
(b 2314
() 2413
(d 1234

Explanation : (D)

The Gonds are the tribal community
mostly found in the Gond forests of the
central India. Eskimos are the indigenous
peoples who have traditionally inhabited
in Canada and surrounding regions. The
lapps are a small group of people, about
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33,000 in all, widely scattered over four
countries: Norway, Sweden, Finland and
Russia. Moplas are from the Malabar region
of Kerala.

33. Indian agriculture largely depends for its
water supply on
(a) Rivers
(b) Wells
(¢) Monsoon rains
(d) Desalinised marine water
Explanation : (C)
Indian agriculture in lack of properly
developed irrigation facilities largely
depends upon monsoon rains to meet its
most of water requirements.
Southwest Monsoon or summer monsoon
in India is a four month long episode from
June till September with more than 75 per
cent of India’s annual rainfall occurs during
time.
The fate of the Kharif crops, a major
contributing factor to Indias economy
and survival, depend on the southwest
Monsoon.
34. Lucerneisa

Explanation : (A)

(a) Foliage crop
(b) Cereal crop
(¢) Fruit crop
(d) Fibre crop

Lucerne, also known as alfalfa
(Medicagosativa), is a foliage crop.

It is a perennial flowering plant in the
legume family Fabaceae. Lucerne is a
deep-rooted, temperate, perennial pasture
legume.

It is a high-quality feed for livestock and
can improve animal health.

It can grow in areas with as little as 325 mm
of annual rainfall. Lucerne can improve
soil fertility and structure, reduce weed
burden, and help to alleviate the effects of
salinity. Lucerne is well adapted to mixed
farming systems.

It can be grown as an intercrop with hybrid
Napier, Guinea, and Anjan grasses.
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35.

Which of the following rivers flows
westward?

(a) Krishna
(b) Cauvery

(c) Mahanadi
(d) Narmada

Explanation : (D)

The Narmada river flows westward in
India. It is the largest west-flowing river in
the peninsula.

The Narmada river originates in the
Amarkantak range of mountains in Madhya
Pradesh.

It flows through Madhya
Maharashtra, and Gujarat.

Pradesh,

The Narmada river drains into the Arabian
Sea through the Gulf of Khambhat.

The Narmada river flows through a rift
valley formed due to faulting.

The Narmada river is known as the “Life
Line of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat”.

Other west flowing rivers are Tapti and
Mabhi.

36.

To check the expansion of Thar desert
which of the following measures should
be vied?

(a) Construction of dams
(b) Afforestation

(c) Construction of canals
(d) Artificial rain

Explanation : (B)

Afforestation could be the most effective
way to prevent the expansion of the Thar
Desert. Afforestation would reduce the
erosion rate and to be particular wind
erosion rate which would prevent the
expansion of the desert. The construction
of dams, canals or artificial rain would
not be effective with soil being sandy and
highly porous.
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37. In which of the following city one can

never see the sun shine overhead at noon

(a) Delhi
(b) Visakhapatnam
(c) Trivandrum

(d) Bangalore

Explanation : (A)

Delhi is the city where the sun is never
directly overhead at noon. This is because
Delhi is located north of the Tropic of
Cancer, where the sun’s rays do not fall
vertically.

The suns rays fall directly overhead at
places between the Tropic of Cancer and
the Tropic of Capricorn.

Places outside the tropics receive slanted
rays of the sun.

The sun’s rays do not fall vertically beyond
23.5° N latitude.

Delhi is located at a latitude of about 28° N.

38.

The shortest route from New Delhi to
Vancouver is

(@) New Delhi - Bangkok - Tokyo -
Vancouver

(b) New Delhi - London - New York -
Vancouver

(c) New Delhi - Paris - New York -
Vancouver

(d) New Delhi - Moscow - New York -
Vancouver

Explanation : (A)

The shortest route to Vancouver which is
in Canada is via Thailand and Japan. One
should take a flight from Delhi, reaching
Bangkok, then Tokyo and finally Vancouver.

39.

Which of the following is not correct?

(a) Doldrums - Equatorial low pressure
zone

(b) Hurricane - A wind having a mean
velocity of less than 100 km per hour

(¢) New Moore Island - India
(d) Alluvium - Rann of Kutch

Explanation : (B)
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Hurricane are tropical cyclones that occurr
along the coast of northern American
continent. The winds have average speed
atleast more than 100 km/h and hence, the
2nd statement is incorrect.

40.

The country scene is one of desolation,
with dry, deep and narrow gullies. There
is little vegetation and that too thorny
shrub variety. Human settlements are
scarce. The scene may belong to

(a) West Rajasthan
(b) Bundelkhand region

(c) Malwa region
(d) Chambal valley

Explanation: (A)

West Rajasthan is the part of the Thar
desert where population and vegetation is
scarce and living conditions are harsh.

41.

In which State of India is coconut grown
extensively?

(a) Karnataka

(b) Andhra Pradesh
(c) Kerala

(d) Assam

Explanation : (C)

Kerala is known for coconut plantation.
Coconut is grown here extensively.

Top 10 largest Coconut producing states
in India :

Tamil Nadu
Kerala
Karnataka
Andhra Pradesh
West Bengal
Odisha

Gujarat
Maharashtra
Bihar

XN WD
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42. Distribution of which mineral is shown
in the map of India?

(a) Gold
(b) TIron ore
(c) Coal

(d) Petroleum
Explanation : (B)
The shown depiction of Indian map reflects

the distribution of Iron-ore in the country.

Orissa - Jharkhand Belt. In Orissa high-
grade hematite ore is found in Badampahar
mines in the Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar
districts.

Durg - Bastar - Chandrapur Belt. It lies in
Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra.

Bellary - Chitradurga - Chikmagalur -
Tumbkur Belt.

1984
43. Match the following:

A. Lignite 1 Jharia
B. Coal 2. Hazaribagh
C. Mica 3. Neyveli

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

ABC

(@ 312
(b)y 123
(c) 321
(d 132

Explanation : (A)
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Lignite coal, a type of coal which is also
known as secondary coal type is mainly
found in Neyveli, Andhra Pradesh. Jharia,
Jharkhand is mainly known for its coal

production. Mica is found in Hazaribagh,
Jharkhand.

44.

The most indigenous atomic power plant
is situated at

()
(b)
(c)
(d)

Kota
Trombay
Tarapur
Kalpakkam

Explanation : (D)

The most indigenous atomic power plant
in India is located at Kalpakkam in Tamil
Nadu. It is also known as the Madras
Atomic Power Station (MAPS).

The Kalpakkam atomic power plant is
India’s first fully indigenous nuclear power
facility.

It is a nuclear power production, fuel
reprocessing, and waste treatment facility.

45.

Iron ore mines are located in which of the
following group of places?

(a) Bokaro, Balaghat. Hazaribagh

(b) Singhbhum, Monghyr, Singareni
(c) Jharia, Raniganj, Wardha

(d) Singhbhum, Mayurbhani, Keonihar

Explanation : (D)

Iron ore mines are located in Singhbhum,
Mayurbhanj, and Keonjhar, which are
districts in the states of Jharkhand and
Odisha, India.

Odisha-Jharkhand Belt: This iron ore
belt includes the districts of Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, and Sundargarh in Odisha, and
Singhbhum in Jharkhand.

Mayurbhanj: This district in Odisha is
known for its rich iron ore deposits.
Singhbhum: This district in Jharkhand has

iron ore mines, including the Ghatkuri Iron
Mine in Nuia.
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46. The States shaded in the given map

account for above 75 percent of the
total cropped area and about 75 percent
of the total production of which of the
following:

(@) Wheat

(b) Sugarcane
(c) Tea

(d) Rice

Explanation : (D)

The shaded area contributes to more than
75% of the total Rice production in India
with Bihar dominating the others.

47.

Which of the following pairs is incorrect

(a)
(b)

Nagarjuna sagar - Andhra Pradesh

Tungabhadra - Andhra Pradesh &
Karnataka

Farakka — West Bengal

Kosi - Gujarat

(c)
(d)

Explanation : (D)

Kosi River is in Nepal and northern India.
The river emerges on the great plain of
northern India in Bihar state and does not
pass through Gujrat

So, Option (D) is incorrect.

Nagarjuna Sagar Dam is one of the world’s
largest and tallest Masonry dams built
across the Krishna River at Nagarjuna
Sagar which straddles the border between
Nalgonda District, Telangana State, India
and Guntur district, Andhra Pradesh State,
India.
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Farakka Barrage is a barrage across the
Ganges River, located in Murshidabad
district in the Indian state of West Bengal.

The Tungabhadra River is a river in India
that starts and flows through the state of
Karnataka during most of its course before
flowing into Andhra Pradesh.

1985

48.

Which of the following States produces
maximum quantity of lignite?

(a) Gujarat

(b) Rajasthan

(¢) Jammu & Kashmir

(d) Tamil Nadu

Explanation : (D)

Tamil Nadu is the largest producer of
lignite in India. The Neyveli lignite field
in Tamil Nadu contains India’s largest
lignite reserves, with coal seams that are
sometimes more than 15 meters thick.

Tamil Nadu has 90% of Indias lignite
reserves. The Ariyalur-Puducherry sub-
basin and Nagapattinam sub-basin of the
Cauvery Basin are the main repositories of
lignite deposits in the state.

Lignite is a low-grade brown coal that is not
tough and has a high moisture content. It is
mainly used in electricity generation.

49.

The great Indian bustard is a/an

(a) Animal
(b) Reptile
(c) Bird

(d) Mammal

Explanation : (C)

Great Indian bustard is a large bird of the
bustard family.

It is one of the heaviest flying birds in the
world. The great Indian bustard inhabits
dry grasslands and scrublands on the
Indian subcontinent; its largest populations
are found in the Indian state of Rajasthan.

It is the state bird of Rajasthan.
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50.

Study the following map carefully and
answer these questions.

Which of the following types of soils is
indicated by the portion marked with
(W)?

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

Red soil
Alluvial soil
Laterite soil
Black soil

Explanation : (C)

Laterite soil is found in high rainfall and
high temperature zones. In India, laterite
soil is primarily found in Western Ghats
and North- eastern regions. In the figure,
A locations shows laterite soils distribution
on the map of India.

51.

Which of the following tribes is not found
in Central India?

(a) Todas
(b) Gonds
(c) Mundas
(d) Bhils

Explanation : (A)

The Toda people are a small pastoral tribal
community who live on the isolated Nilgiri
plateau in hill country of Southern India.

Todas tribes is not found in Central India.
Toda Tribe is the most ancient and unusual
tribe of Nilgiri Hills of Tamil nadu. The
todas have their own language.
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52. Study the following map carefully and +  The Heavy Electricals Equipment Plant is
answer these questions. one of the major manufacturing plants of
BHEL in Haridwar.

Korbaisacityandanindustrialareain Korba
District in the Indian state of Chhattisgarh
which is famous of aluminium.

Ranigunj coalfields are the major producer
of coal in the country.

54. The National Highway No. I connects

(a) Bombay to Calcutta
(b) Delhi to Calcutta
(c) Bombay to Delhi

Which of the following is indicated by the (d) Delhi to Amritsar

portions marked with ‘B’? Explanation : (D)

(a) Coal fields *  National Highway 1 or NH 1 is a National
(b) Atomic power plants Highway in Northern India that links the

(c) Fertiliser complexes national capital New Delhi to the town of

i ) Attari in Punjab near the India-Pakistan

(d) Ol refEaie border. In way, it also connects Delhi with
Explanation : (C) Amritsar.

The locations marked with ‘B’ show the 1986
fertilizer complex facilities in the country.

55. The southernmost part of India lies in

53. Match the following: (a) Tamil Nad
a amil Nadu

A. Korba 1. Atomic Power plant (b) Kerala

B. Raniganj 2. Heavy Electricals (c) Lakshadweep

C. Kalpakkam | 3. Coal Mines (d) Andaman and Nicobar island

D. Haridwar |4. Aluminium Explanation : (D)

5. Trapind Steel Indira Point is the name of the southern

Codes: ABCD most point of Republic of India. It is
situated on Great Nicobar Island in the

(a) 1325 Nicobar Islands, located in the eastern

(b) 4312 Indian Ocean. This is not on the Indian

© 2415 mainland, but within the Union Territory
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, part of

(d) 2413 the Republic of India.

Explanation : (B) 56. Which of the following States has the

Madras Atomic Power Station is located largest population of Scheduled Tribes?
at Kalpakkam about 80 kilometres south

of Chennai. It is a comprehensive nuclear (a)  Assam

power production, fuel reprocessing, (b) Madhya Pradesh
and waste treatment facility that includes (c) Bihar
plutonium fuel fabrication for fast breeder (d) West Bengal
reactors.

Explanation : (B)
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Madhya Pradesh has the largest population
of Scheduled Tribes in India. As per the
2011 census, 21.1% of the state’s population
was made up of Scheduled Tribes.

Scheduled Tribes are indigenous people
of India who are recognized by the
government as belonging to specific ethnic
and cultural groups.

They are entitled to certain benefits and
protections under the Indian Constitution.

The Bhil tribe is the largest tribe in Madhya
Pradesh.

57.

The shaded area shown in the map of
India is

(a) Tropical wet evergreen forests
(b) Deciduous forests

(c) Wet temperate forests

(d) Mangrove forests

Explanation: (A)

The shaded region in the map falls under the
Western Ghats which witness significant
rainfall and sunlight availability and
therefore, tropical wet evergreen forests are
very common here.

58.

Which of the following crops is a tropical
monsoon crop?

(a) Rice
(b) Wheat
(c) Ragi
(d) Jowar

Explanation : (A)

Rice is widely regarded as tropical monsoon
crop as planted at the time of onset of

Download | . swm @b -
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 15

monsoon.
Tropical monsoon climate.

This climate has a lot of rainfall during
the high-sun season, similar to a tropical
rainforest.

1987

59.

‘Khasi’ and ‘Garo’ tribes mainly live in

(a) Kerala

(b) Meghalaya

(c) Chota Nagpur
(d) Tamil Nadu

Explanation : (B)

“Khasi” and “Garo’ tribes mainly live in
Meghalaya.

The Khasi and Garo tribes mainly live in
Meghalaya, a state in northeast India.

They are among the major tribes in
Meghalaya.

The Khasi people live in the eastern part of
Meghalaya, while the Garo people live in
the western part.

The Khasi people are said to be the earliest
immigrants to the region, coming from
Myanmar.

The Garo people are a Tibeto-Burman
ethnic group.

The Khasi people call themselves “Vilum”,
which translates to “hill men”.

60.

Oil Refinery located near the oil field is

(a) Mathura

(b) Barauni

(c) Visakhapatnam
(d) Nunmati

Explanation : (D)

The Noonmati oil refinery is located near
an oil field in Assam, India. It processes
crude oil from the nearby oil fields.

The Noonmati oil refinery is located in the
suburb of Guwahati, Assam.

It was the first oil refinery commissioned
by the Indian Oil Company in 1962.
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61.

Match the columns:

A. West Bengal 1. Alpana
B. Maharashtra 2 Rangoli
C. Tamil Nadu 3. Pahari
D. Rajasthan 4. Kolam

Select the correct answer using the codes

given below:

ABCD

(a) 1234
(b) 4321
(c) 1243
(d 2143

Explanation : (C)

West Bengal- Alpana
Maharashtra - Rangoli
Tamilnadu - Kolam

Rajasthan- Pahari
Thus, 1243 is the correct code.

62.

The shaded portion in the following map
represents:

(a) Deciduous forests

(b) Tropical evergreen forests
(c) Subtropical evergreen forests
(d) None of the above

Explanation : (A)

A deciduous forest is a forest where trees
shed their leaves for part of the year. In
above map the marked area represents
deciduous forests. Hence Answer is A.
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63.

‘Lushai’ is the name given to tribal
population living in

(a) Nagaland

(b) Manipur

(c) Tripura

(d) Meghalaya

Explanation : (C)

The Lushai are a tribal population that
live in the state of Tripura and the state
of Mizoram. They are also known as the
Mizos.

They are mainly concentrated in the
Kanchanpur Sub-Division of North Tripura
District.

The Lushai are also found in the hilly areas
of Mizoram.

They are known for their unique customs,
folk dances, music, handicrafts, and
festivals.

The Lushai Hills are part of the Patkai range
in Northeast India’

64.

The type of vegetation found in shaded
region of map is of India’s :

X4
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(a) Tropical wet evergreen forests
(b) Deciduous forests
(c) Wet temperate forests

(d) Mangrove forests

Explanation : (A)

The shaded area in the map largely depicts
the Western Ghats of India. The Ghats
are regarded as zone of intense waterfall
throughout the year; hence the vegetation
type in such region must be “Tropical wet
and evergreen forests”.
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65. Indian Standard time (I.S.T.) is
determined according to the local time of
which one of the following longitudes?

(a) 82.5°east longitude

(b) 0°longitude or Greenwich meridian
(c) 180° east or west longitude

(d) 70°east longitude

Explanation: (A)

Indian Standard Time 1is determined
according to the local time of the 82.5° East
longitude. This longitude passes through
Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh, and is considered
the standard meridian for India.

66. Dakshin Gangotri is a/an

(a) River valley project in Andhra
Pradesh

(b) Unmanned station located in
Antarctica for continuous weather
and scientific recordings.

(c) Second source of the river Ganga

(d) Island in the Indian Ocean near
Antarctica

Explanation : (B)

Dakshin Gangotri is an unmanned research
station in Antarctica that records weather
and conducts scientific experiments.
It is India’s first scientific base station
in Antarctica and is part of the Indian
Antarctic Programme.

Location

It is located in Antarctica, about 2,500
kilometers from the South Pole

67. Apart from Tamil Nadu (Neyveli), lignite
is found at
(a) Gujarat
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) West Bengal
(d) Orissa

Explanation: (A)

Lignite coal is mainly produced in two
states- Tamil Nadu and Gujarat. Small
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lignite coal fields are also found in Rajasthan
and Jammu and Kashmir. Neyveli is the
lignite field in Tamil Nadu which is located
in South Arcol district.

Neyveli is the largest lignite coal mine of
India. This field supplies fuel for thermal
power generation in Tamil Nadu.

68.

Gujarat has experienced drought for four
consecutive years because of

(a) Subsiding air masses

(b) Successive monsoon failure

(c) Changein the direction of trade winds
(d) Western disturbances

Explanation : (B)

Gujarat had and is facing severe drought
conditions because of successive monsoon
failure since last few years.

69.

Which one of the following States
doesn’t produce a substantial quantity of
cardamom?

(a) Assam

(b) Karnataka
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Kerala

Explanation : (A)

Assam is not a major cardamom producing
states of India.

Kerala is the maximum contributor of
cardamom to the country having a share
of around 70% in the total production.
Karnataka shares around 20% production
and Tamil Nadu shares the rest.

Kerala includes cardamom growing
districts like Udumbanchola taluka,
Peeremedu taluka, Devikulam taluka.
Shimoga constitutes the major district,
which grows this spice in Karnataka.

70.

The principal cause of soil damage in
Punjab and Haryana is

(a) Salinity and water-logging
(b) Deforestation
(c) Ravine crosion

(d) Overgrazing
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Explanation: (A)

The principal cause of soil damage in
Punjab and Haryana is high salinity and
water logging. Both are overwhelmingly
dependent groundwater for irrigation.

Notably, these states have better irrigation
facilities compared to the rest of the country
and hence, they exploit groundwater
irresponsibly.

This excessive exploitation of underground
water has caused high salinity and water
logging in entire states.

71.

The places Alwaye, Koyna and Korba
have

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Thermal Stations
QOil Refineries
Hydro Stations

Aluminium Industries

Explanation: (A)

The places Alwaye, Koyna and Korba
have Aluminium Industries. Aluminium
Industry is the second most important
metallurgical industry in India.

It is one of the leading metal industry in the
Indian economy..

72.

Match the columns:

List 1 (Lakes) List 2 (States)

Waular Lake is one of the largest fresh water
lakes in Asia. It is sited in Bandipora district
in the Indian union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. The lake basin was formed as a
result of tectonic activity and is fed by the
Jhelum River.

Chilika Lake is a brackish water lagoon,
spread over the Puri, Khurda and Ganjam
districts of Odisha state on the east coast
of India, at the mouth of the Daya River,
flowing into the Bay of Bengal.

Loktak Lake is the largest freshwater lake
in Northeast India and is famous for the
phumdis floating over it. The lake is located
at Moirang in Manipur state, India. The
etymology of Loktak is Lok = “stream” and
tak = “the end”.

Nakki Lake is a lake situated in the Indian
hill station of Mount Abu in Aravalli range.

73.

River Luni drains into

(a) Ganga delta

(b) Kerala coast

(c) Ranna of Kutchh
(d) Godavari delta

Explanation : (C)

The Luni is an endorheic river of western
Rajasthan state, India. It originates in the
Pushkar valley of the Aravalli Range, near
Ajmer, passes through the southeastern
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A. Wular 1 Rajasthan portion of the Thar Desert and ends in the
B. Chilka 2. Orissa marshy lands of Rann of Kutch in Gujarat,
C. Loktak 3. Manipur after covering a distance of 495 km.
D. Nakki 4. Jammu and Kashmir 74. Match the columns:
5. Madhya Pradesh
List 1 List 2
Select the correct answer from the codes A. Maharashtra 1. Alluvial
given below: B. Karnataka 2. Lateritic
ABCD C. Uttar Pradesh | 3.Red
D. Assam 4. Black
(@) 5234
(b) 3521 Select the correct answer from the codes
() 4231 given below:
(d) 4352 ABCD
Explanation : (C) (@) 4213
(b) 4312
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() 3142
(d 2341

Explanation : (B)

Following are the soils predominantly
available in the states

Maharashtra - Black soil
Karantaka - Red soil
Uttar Pradesh - Alluvial oil

Assam - Lateritic soil.

1989

75.

The primitive tribes of Andaman are
descendants of

(a) Negroids

(b) Australoids
(c) Mongoloids
(d) Caucasoids

Explanation: (A)

The primitive tribes of Andaman are
descendants of Negroids.

There are five indigenous tribes of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands :

(a) TJharwas (Jarawas)

(b) Shompens

(c) Onges

(d) The Great Andamanese
(e) Sentenelese.

76.

Which of the following States lies partly
to the north of the Himalayas?

(a) Himachal Pradesh
(b) Arunachal Pradesh

(¢) Jammu & Kashmir
(d) Sikkim

Explanation : (C)

Jammu and Kashmir is the only Indian state
that partly lies to the north of Himalayas.

77.

Punjab and Haryana receive rainfall from

(a) Westerly disturbances

(b) Cyclones in Bay of Bengal
(c) Both of the above

(d) None of the above
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Explanation : (A)

Punjab receives rainfall from western
disturbances.

Western disturbances

These are extra-tropical storms that
originate in the Mediterranean Sea and
move east. They are low-pressure systems
that bring winter rainfall to Punjab,
Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh.

Tropical cyclones bring rainfall to West
Bengal and Odisha.

78.

In India the diamonds are quarried from

(a) Golconda
(b) Jaipur

(c) Patnagiri
(d) Panna

Explanation : (D)

Panna (Madhya Pradesh) is the place from
where diamonds are quarried in India.

79.

Brahmaputra is an example of drainage.

(a) Annular

(b) Antecedent
(c) Superimposed
(d) Radial

Explanation : (B)

The Brahmaputra River is an example of
antecedent drainage.

Antecedent drainage

A drainage pattern where a river maintains
its original course and slope even when the
underlying rock topography changes.

Examples

The Brahmaputra, Indus, and Sutlej rivers
are examples of antecedent rivers.

80.

Angora wool is obtained from a breed of

(a) Sheep
(b) Rabbit
(e) Fox
(d) Cat

Explanation : (B)
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Angora hair or Angora fibre refers to the
downy coat produced by the Angora rabbit
and Phasmina wool from goats.

81.

Shifting cultivators normally grow

(a) A single crop which is mainly

consumed
(b) The major crop along with cereals
(c) Cash crops along with fodder
(d) Grains, vegetables and tubers in

rotation

Explanation : (D)

Shifting cultivation mainly is of subsistence
nature ie., under shifting cultivation,
farmer grows only those crops which are
essential for survival of his family such as
food crops, grains, vegetables and tubers.
Cash crop is not raised under shifting
cultivation.

82.

Which of the following stream systems
dissects Aravalli range?

(a) Narmada, Son
(b) Banas, Luni
(c) Betwa, Koina

(d)

Ganga, Saraswati

Explanation : (A)

The Narmada and Son rivers dissect the
Aravalli Range.

The Aravalli Range is a mountain range
in western India that runs from Delhi to
Ahmedabad.

83.

Which of the following is not true about
Gujarat?

(a)
(b)

It is the largest producer of salt

It is the largest producer of milk
products

(c)
(d)

t is the largest producer of tobacco

It is the largest producer of groundnut

Explanation : (C)

Andhra Pradesh is the largest producer of
Tobacco not Gujarat
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84. Copper deposits in India are found in

(a) Singhbhum
(b) Kolar
(c) Salem

(d) Karanpura

Explanation : (A)

The largest copper reserve in India is found
in Singhbhum. Apart from Singhbhum,
the copper reserves have also been found
in Khetri (Rajasthan), Udaipur (Rajasthan)
etc.

85.

Deforestation results in

1. Flora destruction
2.  Fauna destruction

3. Ecological disbalance

The correct options are

(@) 1,2&3
(b) 1&2
(c) 1&3
(d) 2&3

Explanation : (A)

Deforestation results in all of the given
consequences. Any form of flora or
fauna destruction leads to other causing
ecological imbalance even upto to an extent
of the desertification of once flourished
land mass.

86.

The largest reserve of ‘Sal’ forests is found
in

(a) Nilgiri hills

(b) Dehradun valley
(c) The Aravallis

(d) Eastern Peninsula

Explanation : (D)

The Eastern Peninsula has the largest area
of Sal forests in India, covering the Nilgiri
hills, Dehradun valley, and the Aravallis.

Examples:

Saranda Forest: Located in Jharkhand,
Saranda is the largest Sal forest in Asia.
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Sal forests in the Aravallis: Sal forests are
found in the Reserve Forests of the Shiwaliks
in Yamunanagar district of Haryana.

Sal forests in Dehradun valley.
Sal forests in the Nilgiri hills.

87.

Match the following:
A. Jharia 1. Copper
B. Ankleshwar 2. Iron
C. Bailadilla 3. Coal
D. Mulkigunj 4. Oil

Select the correct answer from the codes
given below:

ABCD

(a) 3421
(b) 1234
() 4321
(d 1342

Explanation: (A)

Jharia (Dhanbad) is worldwide known for
its coal production. Ankelshwar oil field is
situated in Bharoch, Gujarat.

Bailadilla (Chhattisgarh) is known for its
world-class iron ore production.

Mulkigunj is famous for the copper mines.

88.

Match the following:
A. Doddabetta 1. Nilgiri
B. Makalu 2. Himalaya
C. Dhupgarh 3. Aravali
D. Guru Shikhar 4. Satpura

Select the correct answer from the codes
given below:

ABCD

(a) 2134
(b) 3214
(c) 1243
(d 4123

Explanation : (C)

Doddabetta is the highest mountain in the
Nilgiri Hills at 2,637 metres.
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Makalu is the fifth highest mountain in the
world at 8,485 metres. 93. It is located in the
Mahalangur Himalayas 19 km southeast
of Mount Everest, on the border between
Nepal and China.

Mount Dhupgarh or Dhoopgarh is the
highest point in the Satpura Range and in
Madhya Pradesh.

Guru Shikhar, a peak in the Arbuda
Mountains of Rajasthan, is the highest
point of the Aravalli Range.

89.

The climate of India is of which of the
following types?

(a) Monsoonal

(b) Mediterranean

(©)

(d) Savanna

Tropical

Explanation : (A)

The climate of India is described as a
monsoon type. This type of climate is found
in south and southeast Asia. However, there
are variations in climatic conditions in the
country itself.

90.

Assertion (A) : A Rainfall is scanty on the
cast of Western Ghats

Reason (R) : The cast of Western Ghats is
on the lee side

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the

correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not the
correct explanation of A

(c) AistruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (D)

Western Ghats is one of the highest rainfall
receiving places on the earth. The eastern
region of the Western Ghats which lie in
the rain shadow, receive far less rainfall of
about 100 centimetres (39 in) resulting in
an average rainfall of 250 centimetres (98
in) across regions. Thus, the Assertion is
correct whereas the reason is incorrect.
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91.

Which one of the following is the main
cause of the low productivity of rice in
India?

(a) Low yielding varieties
(b) High incidence of pests
(c) Low fertility of soils

(d) Low market price

Explanation: (A)

Lack of high yielding varieties is the main
cause behind low rice productivity in
India. Other than this, the productivity of
rice varies very much from one region to
another region, from one season to anoth-
er season etc due to various other reasons
such as annual Precipitation, imbalance use
of fertilizers, soil moisture stress, incidence
of insect pests and diseases etc.

92.

Matriarchal system still exists among the

(a) Nagas, Nairs and Meenas
(b) Nairs and Khasis

(c) Bhils, Nairs and Khasis
(d) Nagas and Khasis

Explanation : (B)

Matriarchal system is found most
prominently in Nairs and Khasis.

Nairs are primarily found in the Indian
state of Kerala.

The Khasi people live in the Khasi Hills,
Jaintia Hills of the state of Meghalaya and
Assam in northeastern India. They also
resides in Sylhet region of Bangladesh.
Thus, B is the correct answer.

93.

Important oil fields of the Brahmaputra
Valley include

(a) Dighoi and Kilboi

(b) Lunej and Ankleshwar
(c) Badarpur and Masimpur
(d) Naharkatia and Moran

Explanation : (A)

Digboi and Kilboi are two important oil
fields located in the Brahmaputra valley.
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Digboi in Assam is the oldest oil producing
field in India.

94.

The coal mining areas of the Damodar
Valley region include

(a) Korba, Sonhat and Raigarh
(b) Singareni, Tandur and Sasti
(c) Raniganj, Jharia and Giridih

(d) Talcher, Ghanda and Sambalour

Explanation : (C)

The coal mining areas of the Damodar
Valley region includes Raniganj, Jharia and
Giridih. The region mainly spread in the
state of Jharkhand and West Bengal.

95.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below them :

List I List IT
A. Udaipur 1. Lead
B. Gondwanaland 2. Tin
C. Kerala 3. Coal
D. Kadarma 4. Ilmenite
5. Mica

Select the correct answer from the codes
given below:

ABCD

(a) 1342
(b) 1345
() 3241
(d 3425

Explanation : (B)

Gondwanaland is mainly famous for its
rich reserves of Coal.

Udaipur in Rajasthan has significant
reserves of Lead. Ilemnite is found in coasts
of Kerala.

Mica is found in Kadarma, Jharkhand.

96.

Mohair is obtained from

(a) Angora goat
(b) Bectal goat
(c) Karakul sheep
(d) Lincoln sheep
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Explanation: (A)

Mohair is usually a silk-like fabric or yarn
made from the hair of the Angora goat. Both
durable and resilient, mohair is notable for
its high luster and sheen, which has helped
give it the nickname the “Diamond Fiber”,
and is often used in fiber blends to add
these qualities to a textile. Mohair takes dye
exceptionally well.

97.

Assertion (A) : India is one of the leading
fishing countries in the world.

Reason (R) : India has a long coastline and

a large lish cating population.

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the
correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a
correct explanation of A

(c) AistruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation: (A)

India is one of the leading fishing countries
in the world and presently ranks at third
position after China and Peru.

The reason behind it could be attributed
to : India does have a long coastline
with significant marine biodiversity. A
significant part of Indian population eats
fish as their main food culture. Hence, both
assertion and reasons are correct. A is the
correct option.

98.

Zoji La is a Pass between

(a) Kashmir valley and Ladakh
(b) Lahul valley and Spiti

(c) Chumbi valley and Sikkim

(d) Arunanchal Pradesh and Tibet

Explanation : (A)

Zoji La is a mountain pass in the Himalayas
that connects the Kashmir Valley to Ladakh.
It’s located in the Kargil district of Ladakh.

It is a high mountain pass that connects
Srinagar and Leh.

Zoji La is strategically important for war
and trade.
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99.

The size of the Muslim community in
India is

(a) Thelargest in the world

(b) Next only to that of Bangladesh

(c) The second largest in the world

(d) Isaslarge as that in Pakistan

Explanation : (C)

The size of the Indian Musilm community is
second largest in the non-muslim countries
of world.

100.

What is the correct sequence in order of
size of the following States in India (from
largest to smallest)?

Uttar Pradesh

Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra

Andhra Pradesh

Select the correct answer using the codes

el

ABCD

(a) 2314
(b) 1234
() 3214
(d) 2341

Explanation : (B)

Uttar Pradesh > Madhya Pradesh >
Maharashtra > Andhra Pradesh.

101.

Out of the total area, the cultivable plains
in India constitutes about

(a) 23 per cent

(b) 36 per cent

(c) 41 per cent

(d) 51 per cent

Explanation : (D)

According to World Bank data, 51% land in
India constitutes as cultivable plains”

102.

The Palghat gap providing easy access
between the west and the east coasts of
India lies between

(a) The Nilgiris and the Cardamom Hills
(b) The Nilgiris and the Anamalai Hills
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(c) The Anamalai Hills and the Carda
mom Hills

(d) The Cardamom Hills and the Palni
Hills

Explanation : (B)

Palakkad Gap or Palghat Gap, located in
Kerala that provides an easy access between
the west and the east coasts of India lies
between Nilgiris and Annamalai hills. The
gap serves as a major communication route
between two states- Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

Highways and rail lines through the gap
connect Palghat in Kerala with Coimbatore
and Pollachi in Tamil Nadu. Palghat Gap
also influences southern India’s climate; the
wet southwest monsoons as well as storms
from the Bay of Bengal cross the mountains
through its opening.

103.

Assertion (A) : Floods are a recurring
feature in the Indo Gangetic Plain

Reason (R) : The Indo Gangetic Plain is
built of porous and soft alluvium

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the

correct explanation of A.

Both A and R are true but R is not a
correct explanation of A.

A is true but R is false.
A is false but R is true

(b)

(c)
(d)

Explanation : (A)

Floods are recurring feature of Indo-
Gangetic plain.

There are many reasons such as
Geographical terrain : Unlike peninsular
India, the plain is made of silted alluvial
remains and these remains more vulnerable
to floods. It is made up of fresh newer
alluvium which is deposited by the rivers
flowing down the plain. Hence, assertion
and reasons both are individually true and
R is the correct explanation of A.

104.
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Assertion (A) : The southern half of India
lies within the tropics and the northern half
belongs to the warm temperate zone.

Reason (R) : The tropic of cancer runs
almost halfway through India.

Both A and R are true and R is the
correct explanation of A.

(a)

(b) Both A and R true but R is not a
correct explanation of A.

(c) AistruebutR is false.

(d) A isfalse but R is true.

Explanation : (A)

Both are individually correct and R is the
correct explanation of A. The tropic of
cancer passes through Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Tripura and Mizoram..

1991

105. In which of the following States the
Jharkhand Movement is active?
1. Bihar
2. Madhya Pradesh
3. Orissa
4.  Uttar Pradesh
Choose the correct answer from the codes
given below:
(@) land2
(b) 2and4
(c) 1,2and3
(d) 2,3and4

Explanation : (C)
Regionalist ~ ‘Tharkhand =~ Movement’
emerged in the 1920s.It gained significant
influence with the constitution of the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (Jharkhand
Liberation Front, JMM) in 1972 by Shibu
Soren.
Jharkhand movement, which ultimately
culminated as the new state Jharkhand. It
was active in Bihar, Orissa and Madhya
Pradesh.

106. Match items in List I with List II and

select the correct answer using the codes
given below the Lists:

ListI List IT
(Metal Extracted) | (Location of Site)
A. Copper 1. Jaduguda
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B. Uranium 2. Jawar

C. Nickel 3. Malanjkhand
D. Lead 4. Sukhinda

Select the correct answer from the codes
given below:

ABCD

(a) 2413
(b) 4312
() 3124
(d 3142

Explanation : (D)

Uranium is found in Jaduguda mines
of Jharkhand. Malanjkhand in Madhya
Pradesh is famous for its copper project.

Nickel is found in Sukhinda mines while
Jawar is known lead extraction and
production.

107. Which of the following metals is extracted
from the Monazite sand found in plenty
in India?

(a) Gold
(b) Uranium
(c) Thorium
(d) Copper
Explanation : (C)
Monazite sand in India possesses significant

reserves of Thorium.

. Monazite is an important ore for thorium,
but also of lanthanum, and cerium too in
small extent only. It is often found in placer
deposits. India, Madagascar and South
Africa have large deposits of monazite
sands.

108. Which of the following rivers is the source
of water for the Rajasthan canal?

(a) Yamuna

(b) Chambal
(c) Sutlej
(d) Ghaggar

Explanation : (C)
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The Indira Gandhi Canal is one of the
largest canal projects in India. It starts
from the Harike Barrage at Firozpur, a few
kilometers below the confluence of the
Sutlej and Beas rivers in the Indian state
of Punjab and terminates in irrigation
facilities in the Thar Desert in the north
west of Rajasthan state.

109.

The continental shelf surrounding the
Indian Coast is widest off the

(a) Hooghly Coast

(b) Coromandel Coast
(¢) Konkan Coast

(d) South Gujarat Coast

Explanation : (C)

The continental shelf surrounding the
Indian coast is widest off the Konkan coast.
The Konkan coast is a rugged section of the
western coast of India.

The continental shelf is the shallowest part
of the ocean that extends from the coast to
the continental horizon.

The Konkan coast is located on the western
coasts of Maharashtra, Goa, and Karnataka.

110.

Rainfall on the east coast of Tamil Nadu
occurs during October to November due
to

(a) Winter monsoon

(b) Retreating monsoon
(c) North west monsoon
(d) Local winds

Explanation : (C)

When the retreating monsoon blows from
the northeast across the Bay of Bengal, it
picks up a significant amount of moisture,
which is subsequently released after moving
back onto the peninsula. Thus, from
October to December the coast of Tamil
Nadu state recieves rainfall. That rainy
extension of the generally dry retreating
monsoon is called the northeast, or winter
monsoon.
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111. In India diamonds are quarried from
(a) Golconda
(b) Jaipur
(c) Ratnagiri
(d) Panna
Explanation : (D)

Panna in Madhya Pradesh is the largest
producer of Diamond in India.

112. Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given

Note : The Angora or Ankara is a Turkish
breed of domesticated goat. It produces the
lustrous fibre known as mohair.

114.

Which of the following groups is opposed
to the plantation of Eucalyptus trees?

(a) Environmentalists
(b) Wildlife Protection group

(c) Paper manufacturers
(d) Matches manufacturers

Explanation : (A)

Environmentalist and ecological activits
oppose plantation of Euclayptus trees
because, these trees consume huge volume
of water exacerbating the water crisis
problem even bigger.

below the Lists:
List I List IT
A Fodder 1. Manure
B. Compost 2. Jowar
C. Food crop 3. Linseed oil
D. Edible oil 4. Straw
5. Groundnut oil

Select the correct answer from the codes

given below:
(a) 2431
(b) 2153
(c) 4325
(c) 4125

Explanation : (D)

*  Jowar is a food crop.

Straw, which is predominantly obtained
from paddy crop and wheat crops, is used
mainly as fodder.

Groundnut oil is one of the edible oils used
in India.

. Manure is a compost used for increasing
land productivity.

113. Angora wool is obtained from a breed of

(a) Rabbit
(b) Sheep
(c) Goat
(d) Fox

Explanation: (A)

*  Angora wool is obtained from Angora
Rabbit’s hair or fur.
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115.

Which of the following statements about
the monsoon in India is incorrect?

(a) South - West monsoon are on shore
winds

(b) North - East monsoon are off - shore
winds

(c) The monsoons retreat gradually

(d) The onset of the monsoon is from
West Bengal only

Explanation : (D)

The onset of monsoon in Indian
subcontinent starts from Kerala, when the
on-shore monsoon winds hit the Indian
coast of Kerala causing rainfall. Thereafter
the monsoon retreats gradually.

Note : South-West monsoon are on shore
winds while North-East monsoon are
offshore winds.

Considering all statements given above,
The fourth statement is incorrect. Hence,
Answer is D.

116.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists:

List I List II
A. Fissure eruption | 1. Alluvial soils
B. Anticlinorium 2.Black soils
belt
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C. Sea of Tethys 3. Himalayan

mountain chain

D. Tsangpo 4. Brahmaputra

5. Ganga

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

ABCD

(a) 2154
(b) 2143
() 2134
(d 3241

Explanation : (C)

Sea of Tethys is associated with the
formation of the great Himalayas.
Brahmaputra river is known as Tsangpo’
in China. Anticlinorium belt is associated
with alluvial soils found along the river side
ways.

1992

117.

Dry Farming in India is extensively
practised in

(a) Kanara plains

(b) Deccan Region

(c) Coromandel plains
(d) Punjab plains

Explanation : (B)

Dry Areas receive an annual rainfall of 750
mm or less and there is no irrigation facility
for raising crops. Most of the rivers of the
Deccan Plateau are seasonal and the rainfall
received from retreating monsoon winds is
also moderate. So Dry Farming in India is
extensively practised in Deccan Plateau.

118.
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Which one of the following shows the
correct sequence of occurrence of four
towns/ cities as one proceeds from west
to east?

(a) Ajmer, Darbhanga, Kohima, Silchar

(b) Surat, Wardha, Rourkela, Bharuch

(c) Pandharpur, Visakhapatnam
Gulbarga, Kottagudam,

(d) Anand, Rajkot, Dhanbad, Aizawl

Explanation : (C)

The Correct Answer is (C) Pandharpur,
Gulbarga, Kottagudem, Vishakhapatnam

119.

The Jharkhand region is spread over

(a) Bihar and Madhya Pradesh only

(b) Bihar and Orissa only

(c) Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and
West Bengal

(d) Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and West
Bengal only

Explanation : (B)

Jharkhand State is spread through Bihar,
Odisha and does not share its border with
Madhya Pradesh.

120.

The original inhabitants of India are
believed to be of the ethnic type known as

(a)
(b)
(c) Mongoloids
(d Dravidians

Negrito

Proto-Australoids

Explanation : (D)

The original inhabitants of India are
believed to be of the ethnic type known as
‘Dravidians”

121.

With 2.4 per cent of the world’s area, how
much of the world’s does India support?

(a) 12%
(b) 9%
(c) 16%
(d) 7%

Explanation : (C)

According To Exam Year The Answer is
16%.

India has 2.4% of the world’s land area, but
it supports 18% of the world’s population.
India is the second most populated country
in the world, after China.

India’s population density is 464 people
per square kilometer. As of 2021, Indias
population was 1,389,123,461, which is
17.7% of the world’s population.
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122. Of the total population of India,
Christians comprise about

(a) Four per cent
(b) Two and a half per cent
(c) Five per cent
(d) Six per cent
Explanation : (B)
According to the 2011 national census,
Christians make up 2.3% of Indias

population. This makes Christianity the
third-largest religion in India.

123. Consider the graph given below:

IB*C 40 em

25 em

The above graph represents the
temperature and rainfall regime at

(a) Madras

(b) Bhopal

(c) Guwahati

(d) Chandigarh

Explanation : (D)

Since in the map, the highest rainfall is
lesser than 40cm, which is abysmally low.
The correct place is having such rainfall
pattern is Chandigarh.

124. The Garhawal Earthquake of 1991 was
the result of

(a) Folding
(b) Warping
(c) Landslides

(d) Friction of Indian plate with Chinese
plate

Explanation : (D)

Garhwal Earthquake of 1991 was caused
by the huge energy released by friction of
Indian geological plate with that of Chinese
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The earthquake measured 6.8 on the ritcher
scale and occurred within the main thrust
system of the Himalayas 1294 villages and
more than 300,000 people were affected
with the quake and 42,400 houses were
damaged.

1993

125.

According to the ancient Indian
geographical concept, ‘Bharatvarsha’ was
a part of

(a) Pushkaradweepa
(b) Jambudweepa

() Kraunchadweepa
(d) Kushdweepa

Explanation : (B)

According to  Indian  mythology,
Bharatvarsha was part of Jambudweep,
which is the northern hemisphere of the
Earth.

The name Jambudweep is derived from
the words jambu, which means Indian
blackberryfruit, and dweepa, which means
island or continent.

Bharatvarsha is also known as Bharat
kshetra. The name Bharatvarsha is said
to have originated from the Bharatas, an
ancient Vedic Aryan tribe.

126.

Which one of the following shows the
descending order of the four metropolitan
cities in the Indian, subcontinent in so far
as their population strength is concerned

(a) Bombay, Calcutta, Dhaka, New
Delhi

(b) Bombay, Calcutta, New Delhi,
Karachi

(c) Bombay, Calcutta, Karachi, New
Delhi

(d) Calcutta, Bombay, Dhaka, Karachi

Explanation : (B)

As per 2011 census most populated cities

in India are :
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Mumbai
Delhi
Kolkata
Chennai
Bangalore
Hyderabad
Ahmedabad
Pune

¥ N w

Surat

—
e

Jaipur

127. Consider the map given below: The mean
annual rainfall in the shaded parts of
India varies from

o, Moowuns Raseraiy

(a) 100 to 150 cm
(b) 150 to 200 cm
(c) 200 to 250 cm
(d) 230to 300 cm

Explanation : (B)

*  The shaded area in the map is of relatively
moderate rainfall. The average rainfall in
this region varies from 150-200 cm.

128. Which one of the following provides the
correct sequence of occurence of four
towns/cities as one proceeds from west to
enst?

(a) Rajkot, Baroda, Kharagpur, Bilaspur

(b) Bikaner, Aligarh, Darbhanga,
Nowgong

(c) Indore, Rourkela, Agartala,
Jamshedpur

(d) Nasik, Aurangabad, Berhampur,
Nanded

Explanation : (B)
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Bikaner is a city in the northwest of the state
of Rajasthan in northern India. Aligarh is a
city in the Northern Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh, Darbhanga is a sub metropolitan
city of north Bihar. Nowgong is a city in
Chhatarpur district of Madhya Pradesh

129.

Consider a specific point on the surface
of the earth(say, the city of Delhi). The
Temperature at a given time of day (say,
12.00 noon) will in general be higher in
summer than in winter. This is because

(a) the earth is closer to the sun in
summer than in winter

(b) sun rays falling on the earth are
inclined more towards the surface of
the earth in winter

(c) evapouration of water from
atmospheric precipitation occurring
in winter alone

(d) the axis of the earth is inclined more
towards the sun in winter

Explanation : (A)

Summer is warmer than winter (in each
hemisphere) because the Sun’s rays hit the
Earth ata more direct angle during summer
than during winter and also because the
days are much longer than the nights
during the summer.

These effects are due to the tilt of the Earth’s

axis. Also the earth is closer to the sun in
summer than in winter.

130.

A rainy day, as defined by the Indian
Meteorological department, is a day
when the rainfall at a point received is

(a) 0.5 mm to 1 mm in 24 hours
(b) 1.1 mm to 1.5 mm in 24 hours
(c) 1.6 mm to2 mm in 24 hours

(d) above 2.5 mm in 24 hours

Explanation : (D)

According to India  Meteorological
Department (IMD) a rainy day has been
defined as a day with rainfall of 2.5 mm
or more rainfall. IMD further defines that
rainfall for a station is called heavy if it is
greater than 650 mm and very heavy if it is
greater than 1300 mm.
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131. In Mizoram, the settlement pattern is
mostly of ‘linear type’ along the ridges,
because

(a) the valleys are cooler than the ridges
(b) accessibility is easier on the ridge tops
(c) theridges are cooler than the

(d) the valleys are densely forested
Explanation : (A)

Under “normal” temperatures decrease at a
known rate, the “lapse rate”, with elevation.
During an inversion, air temperatures are
cooler than expected near the surface.
Due to mountain breezes, temperature
inversion occurs and so valleys are cooler
than the ridges.

132. The Neyveli thermal power plant is fed by

(a) Gondwana coal
(b) Tertiary coal

() Quarternary coal
(d) Cambrian Coal

Explanation : (B)

The Neyveli thermal plant is fed by lignite
coal, which is also known as tertiary or
secondary coal

133. Soils of Western Rajasthan have a high
content of

(a) Aluminium
b) Calcium
(c) Nitrogen
(d) Phosphorus
Explanation : (B)
The soils of Western Rajasthan have a high
content of calcium.

The calcium carbonate content in the soils
of Western Rajasthan varies from nil to 3.5
percent.

The soils of Western Rajasthan are also
impregnated with acid and alkaline
elements through water capillary action.

134. Consider the map given below:

Two tourists, one travelling from Delhi
to Karachi and the other to Bhuj, wanted
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company. The railway Junction up to which
they can travel together as shown in the
map is:

(a) Phulera
(b) Jodhpur
(c) Luni

(d) Balotra

Explanation : (D)

Balotra railway junction is depicted in the
map.

1994

135.

Which among the following pairs of
places have most marked difference in
total rainfall per annum even though
located approximately along the same
latitude?

(a) Bangalore and Madras

(b) Bombay and Visakhapatnam
(c) Ajmer and Shillong

(d) Nagpur and Calcutta

Explanation : (C)

Ajmer and Shillong has the starkest
difference in terms of average annual
rainfall even if they are located roughly
on same latitude. The reason lies in the
topography.

Since Shillong is located in northeast
where monsoon winds are trapped and
thereby causes heavy rainfall, on the other
hand, Ajmer lies in rain shadowed area
of Rajasthan and thus receives very less
rainfall.
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136.

The hallmark of watershed development
in the semiarid regions of India is the

(a) establishment of sheds on large
scale, so that the rain water does not
evapourate

(b) undertaking of earthworks, soil
conservation measures and tree
plantation, so as to conserve soil
moisture and recharge underground
water

(c) drilling deep tubewells so as to tap

water at the rock-strata level
(d)

setting up a system of tanks by
banking water from seasonal rivers

Explanation : (B)

Undertaking  of  earthworks,  soil
conservation measures and tree plantation,
so as to conserve soil moisture and recharge
underground water is the hallmark of
watershed development in the semi-
arid regions of India under sustainable
development. It also involves steps on rain
water harvesting for lean dry periods of the
year.

137.

The Himalayas are formed of parallel fold
ranges, of which the oldest range is

(a) the Siwalik Range

(b) the Lesser Himalayas

(c) the Great Himalayan Range
(d) the Dhaula Dhar Range

Explanation : (C)
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The Great Himalayan Range is the oldest
range of the Himalayas. It is the highest
and northernmost part of the Himalayan
mountain range.

The Himalayas are made up of several
parallel fold ranges.

The Great Himalayas are the highest and
oldest range.

The Great Himalayas are home to many of
the world’s tallest peaks, including Mount
Everest, Nanga Parbat, Kanchenjunga, and
Annapurna.

The Himalayas were formed by the collision
of the Indian and Eurasian tectonic plates,

which began 50 million years ago.

138.

Assertion (A): The monsoonal rainfall
decreases as one goes towards the west and
north-west in the Ganga plain.

Reason (R): The moisture-bearing

monsoonal winds go dried up as one
moves up in the Ganga plain.

In the context of the above two statements
which one of the following is correct?

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the

correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not a
correct explanation of A

(c) Aistrue, but Ris false

(d) A isfalse, but R is true

Explanation : (A)

Both assertion and reason are true and R is
the correct explanation of A.

The amount of rainfall decreases as we
move from east to west or north- western
part of the country because the moisture
laden monsoon winds dry up rapidly upon
advancing towards lands.

139.

Which one of the following is the most
important reason for the establishment
of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre at
Thumba?

(a) Theseais near to the place in the East,
West and South directions

(b) It is a place near to a city in India,
which is nearest to the Geographic
Equator

() It is situated on the Geomagnetic
Equator

(d) Outer space near Thumba exhibits

queer atmospheric phenomena

Explanation : (C)

The single most important reason behind
establishing Vikram Sarabhai Space centre
near Thumba is its nearness to geomagnetic
equator.
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140. Consider the map of India given below:
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The map, read with the index provided,
refers to the distribution of

(a) winter rains
(b) pressure
(c) annual rainy days

(d) mean temperature

Explanation : (C)

The depicted map of India shows the
average number of rainy days in India.

141.

Which one of the following types of
erosion is responsible for the formation
of Chambal Ravines?

(a) Splash
(b) Sheet
(c) Rill
(d) Gully

Explanation : (D)

Gully erosion is the last phase of erosion
process and causes significant damage to
soil. It is the gully erosion that converts a
land into badland. The Chambal ravines
are also caused by the gully erosion.

142.
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The average elevation of Tibetan Plateau
above sea level is

(a) 2km
(b) 3km
(c) 4km
(d) 5km

Explanation : (C)

With an average elevation exceeding 4,500
metres (14,800 ft), the Tibetan Plateau is
sometimes called the Roof of the World”
and is the worlds highest and largest
plateau.

143. The density of cattle population per 100
hectares of gross cropped area is the
highest in

(a) Bihar

(b) Haryana

(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Uttar Pradesh

Explanation : (C)

Haryana has the highest density of cattle
population per 100 hectares of gross
cropped area in India. This is due to its
strong agricultural and pastoral traditions.

Haryana is also known for farming of high
milk yielding breeds of cattle.

144. Consider the map of India given below:
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The map shows:

(a) anischyet

(b) all India water divide

(c) acombination of national highways

(d) a combination of major railways
routes.

Explanation : (B)

The line depicted inside the Indian map
represents the great Indian water divide
that divides basins of India based on their
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draining destination. The eastern part of
the line represent drainage systems that
drain their water in Bay of Bengal whereas
the western side of the line drains their
water in Arabian sea.

145.

Which one of the following soil types of
India is rendered infertile by the presence
of excess iron?

(a) Desertsand
(b) Alluvial
(¢) Podzolic
(d) Lateritic

Explanation : (D)

Lateritic soil in India is rendered infertile by
the presence of excess iron. Lateritic soil is
found in tropical regions with high rainfall
and temperatures. It is characterized by its
reddish-brown color and high iron oxide
content.

High iron content: The high iron content
in lateritic soil weakens the soil and results
in low humus content.

Infertility: Lateritic soil is not fertile and is
not suitable for cultivation.

1995

146.

Consider the map given below: The
divisions along India’s coastal region
indicate

(a) Coastal pollution zones

(b) Salinity density isopleths

(c) The areas upto which sovereignty
extend

(d) Underwater relief contours

Explanation : (A)
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The shown map reflects the different
pollution level in Indian coastal region.

There is not much difference in salinity
in Indian coastal region and hence there
cannot be multiple layer around the coastal
region.

147.

The Alpine vegetation in the western
Himalayas is found only up to a height
of 3000 metres, while in the eastern
Himalayas it is found up to a height of
4000 metres. The reason for this variation
in the same mountain range is that

(a)

eastern Himalayas are higher than
western Himalayas

(b) eastern Himalayas are nearer to the
Equator and sea coast than western
Himalayas

(c) eastern Himalayas get more monsoon
rainfall than the western Himalayas

(d) eastern Himalayan rocks are more

fertile than the western Himalayan
rocks

Explanation : (C)

Eastern Himalayas receive 4 times more
rainfall than western Himalayas. Due to
high rainfalls, it is covered with dense
forests. Eastern Himalayas receive more
precipitation from south-eastern monsoon
in the summers.

148.

In the map given below, three out of the
four places marked indicates places where
a thermal power station is located:

e
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The place where there is no thermal power

station is marked

(a) 1
(b) 2
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(c) 3
(d) 4
Explanation : (C)
In the depicted location 3, there is no

thermal power plant despite its close
vicinity to coal fields of the country.

149. According to the 1991 Census, the highest
percentage of population in India is to be
found in the age-group of

(a) 60 years and above
(b) 35 to 55 years

(c) 25to 34 years

(d) 5to 14 years

Explanation : (D)

According to the 1991 census, the highest
percentage of population in India is found
in the age group of 5-14 years. It represents
future expanding curve of population.

150. The Indian subcontinent was originally
part of a huge

(a) Jurassic Land Mass
(b) Aryavarta
(c) Indiana

(d) Gondwana Continent
Explanation : (D)

The Indian subcontinent was originally
part of a huge producing five continents
separated by ocean (seas) as huge land mass
called huge land mass-Gondwana land. It
had later split into parts as shown below.

151. The national highway from Delhi to
Calcutta via Mathura and Varanasi is

numbered
(@ 1
(b) 2
(c) 4
(d) 8

Explanation : (B)

The National highway 2 connects national
capital Delhi with Kolkata as well as
important cities Faridabad, Mathura, Agra,
Kanpur, Allahabad, Varanasi and Durgapur.
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The road is the part of National Highway
network of India, and it is officially listed
as running over 1,465 km from Delhi to
Kolkata

152.

In the map given below four areas are
differently shaded, indicate cereal crops
production areas and one indicates
production. As per the index given, the
non-cereal crop production the one
indicating a shaded, three of which
indicates non-cereal crop production
area is

(@ 1
(b) 2
() 3
(d) 4

Explanation : (D)

Location 4 is mainly cotton producing
areas, which is a noncereal crop.

153. Of the four places marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 on

the map, the tidal port is

b2
(a) 1
(b) 2
(c) 3
(d 4

Explanation : (D)
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Kandla at location 4 is a major tidal port of
India

154.

Examine the map of Jammu and Kashmir
given below: The mountain ranges
marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 are respectively

(a) Ladakh, Zanskar, Karakoram and Pir
Panjal

Karakoram, Ladakh, Zanskar and Pir
Panjal

(b)

(c)

Karakoram, Zanskar, Pir Panjal and
Ladakh

Ladakh, Pir Panjal, Karakoram and
Zanskar

(d)

Explanation : (B)

Karakarom is the northernmost Himalayan
range for India. After Karakarom, the
Ladakh is the second northernmost.
Pirpanjal, located in the states of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttrakhand is the southern
most Himalayan ranges.

155.

The palacomagnetic results obtained
from India indicate that in the past, the
Indian land mass has moved

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

northward
southward
eastward

westward

Explanation: (A)
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The palaecomagnetic results obtained from
India indicate that in the past, the Indian
land mass has moved northward.

156.

Which one of the following mountain
ranges is spread over only one State in
India?

(a) Aravalli
(b) Satpura
(c) Ajanta
(d) Sahyadri

Explanation : (C)

The Ajanta mountain range is the only one
of the given options that is spread over only
one state in India, Maharashtra. It is located
in the Aurangabad district of Maharashtra.

1996

157.

Match List I (Ores) with List II (States
where they are mines) and select the
correct answer by using the codes given
below the lists:

ListI List IT
A. Manganese | 1. Madhya Pradesh
B. Nickel 2. Orissa
C. Lead-zinc 3. Rajasthan
D. Asbestos 4. Andhra Pradesh
Codes:ABCD
(a) 1324
(b) 4321
() 1234
(d 4231

Explanation : (C)

The Correct Answeris (C) 12 34.

Manganese is a chemical element with the
symbol Mn and atomic number 25.

Madhya Pradesh is the leading manganese
ore producing State accounted for 27% of
the total production in 2016-17.

Indian manganese ore deposits occur
mainly as metamorphosed bedded
sedimentary deposits associated with
Gondite Series (Archaeans) of Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Odisha,
and with Kodurite Series.

The State of Odisha is endowed with the
largest share of resources of nickel ore in
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the country at 175 million tonnes followed
by Jharkhand & Nagaland.

These resources are mainly found to
occur in three districts, namely, Jajpur,
Mayurbhanj, and Keonjhar.

Nickel is a chemical element with the
symbol Ni and atomic number 28.

Rajasthan is endowed with the largest
resources of lead-zinc ore amounting to
607.53 million tonnes, followed by Andhra
Pradesh 22.69 million tonnes, Madhya
Pradesh 14.84 million tonnes, Bihar 11.43
million tonnes, and Maharashtra 9.27
million tonnes.

Hindustan Zinc Limited is the main
producer of zinc in India.

Most of the resources are available in
Rajasthan.

A minor amount of resources are available
in Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar, and Maharashtra states.

Asbestos deposits are found in Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, and Manipur.

Workers at cement factories in Ahmedabad,
Hyderabad, Coimbatore, and Mumbai are
suffering from the lethal effects of asbestos.

1997

158.
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Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the lists:

List I List I1

Explanation : (B)

L.

II.

III.

IV.

Deccan Traps: These are large igneous
provinces located on the Deccan Plateau
of west-central India, which were formed
during the Cretaceous-Eocene period.

Western Ghats: The Western Ghats are a
mountain range that runs parallel to the
western coast of the Indian peninsula. They
were formed during the Late Cenozoic
period.

Aravalli: The Aravalli Range is a range
of mountains running in the northeast
direction across the Indian states of Gujarat,
Rajasthan, and Haryana. It is considered
part of the Pre-Cambrian period

Narmada-Tapi: They are two rivers in
Central India. The region between them
is formed of sedimentary rock from the
Pleistocene period.

159.

The January isotherm taken as a basis
for dividing India into tropical and sub-
tropical zones is

(a) 21°C
(b) 18°C
(c) 12°C
(d) 15°C

Explanation : (B)

Stamp used 18°C isotherm of mean
monthly temperature for January to divide
the country into two broad climatic regions.

A. Deccan Traps

1. Late Cenozoic

B. Western Ghats

2. Pre-cambrian

160.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer by using the codes given
below the lists:

C. Aravalli 3. Cretaceous
Eocene
D. Narmada Tapi |4 Cambrian

alluvial deposits

5. Pleistocene

Codes:ABCD
(@) 3514
(b) 3125
(c) 2134
(d) 1425

List I (Climatic List IT (Reasons)
Conditions)
A.|Chennai is warmer|1. | North East
than Calcutta Monsoon
B. | Snowfall in Himalayas | 2. Altitude
C. | Rainfall decreases | 3.
Western
from West Bengal to .
. depressions
Punjab
D. | Sutlej Ganga Plain gets | 4. Distance
some rain in winter from sea
latitude
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Codes: ABCD
(@) 1245
(b) 4513
() 5243
(d 5134

Explanation : (C)

Madras (Chennai) is warmer than Calcutta.
Madras lies 13°0817 N latitude which is
much near to equator than Calcutta which
is 22°5667 N.

. Snow fall occurs in Himalayas due to its
higher attitude. Rainfall decreases from
West Bengal to Punjab due to distrance
from sea West Bengal is near to sea than
Punjab. Sutluj-Ganga plain gets some rain
in winter due to western distrubance.

161. According to the latest census figures sex
ratio in India is

(a) declining

(b) stable

(c) increasing

(d) fluctuating
Explanation: (A)

*  According to the 2011 census, In India sex
ratio is declining with increasing percentage
of female foeticide at an alarming rate in
rural India.

162. What is the correct sequence of the
descending order of the following States
in respect of female literacy rates as per
the 1991 Census?

1 Mizoram
2. Kerala

3. Goa

4. Nagaland

Choose the correct answer using the
codes given below:

(a) 23,14
(b) 2,1,34
(o) 23,41
d) 1,243

Explanation : (B)
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The correct answer, according to the
provided answer, is option B. This indicates
that as per the 1991 Census, Kerala had
the highest female literacy rate, followed
by Mizoram, Goa, and lastly Nagaland.
This order seems reasonable given Kerala's
reputation for high literacy rates.

163.

The Almatti Dam is on the river

(a) Godavari
(b) Cauvery
(c) Krishna
(d) Mahanadi

Explanation : (C)

The Almatti Dam is a hydroelectric project
on the Krishna River in North Karnataka.

164.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer by using the codes given
below the lists:

ListI List IT
(Minerals) (Typical areas of
Occurrence)
A. Coal 1. Bhandara
B. Gold 2. Karanpura
C. Mica 3. Hutti
D. Manganese 4. Nellore

Codes:
ABCD
(a) 1324
(b) 2341
() 3421
(d 2143

Explanation : (B)

Karanpura is a coal mining region in
Jharkhand, India.

Hutti is known for its gold mines in
Karnataka.

Nellore in Andhra Pradesh is known for
mica production.

Manganese is found in Bhandara.
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165.

Which one of the following factors is
responsible for the change in the regular
direction of the ocean currents in the
Indian Ocean?

(a) Indian Ocean is half an ocean’

(b) Indian Ocean has monsoon drift

(c) Indian Ocean is a land locked ocean
(d) Indian Ocean has greater variation in

salinity

Explanation : (B)

Indian ocean has greater monsoon drift
being neither too warm nor too cold. The
monsoon drift causes regular pattern of its
currents.

166.

Consider the map given below: The
predominant languages spoken in the
areas marked A, B, C and D respectively
are:

\
\
1
— 2

(a) Brajbhasha, Bhojpuri, Maithili and
Awadhi

(b) Awadhi, Maithili, Bhojpuri and
Brajbhasha

(c) Brajbhasha, Awadhi, Bhojpuri and
Maithili

(d) Maithili, Bhojpuri, Brajbhasha and
Awadhi

Explanation : (C)

Brajbhasa is spoken prominently in western
Uttar Pradesh, Awadhi is spoken in central
Uttar Pradesh and Awadh region. Bhojpuri
is spoken in northern Bihar and north-
western Bihar and eastern Uttar Pradesh.
Maithili is popular in north-eastern Bihar.
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167. Which one of the following pairs is

correctly matched?

(a) Teak - Jammu and Kashmir
(b) Deodar - Madhya Pradesh
(c) Sandalwood - Kerala

(d) Sundari - West Bengal

Explanation : (D)

The correct match is Sundari: West Bengal.

The Sundari plant is the dominant plant in
the Sundarbans mangrove forests, which
cover about 70% of the forest. The name
Sundarbans is thought to come from the
name of the Sundari plant.

168.

The canal-carrying capacity of Farakka is

(a) 75,000 cusecs
(b) 70,000 cusecs
(c) 40,000 cusecs
(d) 35,000 cusecs

Explanation : (C)

The Farakka canal has a carrying capacity
of 40,000 cubic feet per second (cusecs).
The canal’s feeder canal is 38.38 kilometers
long and originates upstream of the Farakka
Barrage. It carries water into the Bhagirathi
River, which is the right channel of the
Ganges.

The Farakka Barrage Project is located in
West Bengal.

169.

Which of the following places are known
for paper manufacturing industry?

1. Yamuna nagar
2. Guwahati
3. Shahabad
4. Ballarpur

Choose the correct answer using the
codes given below:

Codes:

(@) 1,2and3
(b) 1,2and4
(¢) 1,3and4
(d) 2,3and4
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Explanation : (B)

Yamunanagar, Guwahati, and Ballarpur
are known for their paper manufacturing
industries.

Shahabad is located in Kalaburagi district
in Karnataka, famous for Shahabad
Stone (limestone), but not for paper
manufacturing.

Thus, answer (B) is correct.

170. Consider the map given below: The

places marked A, B, C and D in the map
are respectively

(a) Rift valley region, Chattisgarh plain,
Rain shadow region and Chotanagpur
plateau

(b) Chattisgarh  plain, Chotanagpur
plateau, Rift valley region and Rain
shadow region

(c) Rift valley region, Chattisgarh plain,

Chotanagpur plateau and Rain
shadow region
(d) Chattisgarh plain, Rain shadow

region, Chotanagpur plateau and Rift
valley region

Explanation : (C)

The location A depicts the Rift valley
Region

Location B is the location of Chattisgarh
Plain.

Location C is the Chotanagpur plateau

Location D is the rain shadow region of
western ghats of south- west coastal region
of India.

171.

The tribal population in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands belongs to the

(a) Australoid race

(b) Caucasoid race
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(c) Mongoloid race
(d) Negroid race

Explanation : (D)

The tribal population in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands belongs to the Negroid
race.

The tribes of the Andaman group of
islands belong to the Negrito group, while
the Nicobarese and Shompens, living in
Nicobar Islands belong to the Mongoloid
group.

The Andamanese and other Asian “Negrito”
peoples share physical features, including
short stature, dark skin, peppercorn hair,
scant body hair, and sometimes steatopygia,
with African pygmies.

The Australoid race :

It is an outdated term for the indigenous
people of Australia, Melanesia, and parts
of Southeast Asia. The term was used
in a time when people divided humans
into four races: Australoid, Mongoloid,
Caucasoid, and Negroid. Today, scientists
agree that there is only one human race.

The Australoid race included people from
Australia, New Guinea, Melanesia, Oceania,
the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia,
Indonesia, India, and the Southern Middle
East.

The Caucasoid race :

It is a racial group of people with lighter
skin tones. They are also known as the
European race.

The Caucasoid race includes people from
Europe, the Middle East, North Africa, and
the Indian subcontinent.

The Mongoloid race :

It is an outdated racial classification of
people from Asia, the Americas, Europe,
and Oceania. The term comes from a now-
disproven theory of biological race.

Mongoloids are generally found in the
northern, southern, eastern, central, and
southeastern parts of Asia. They also live
in the Arctic, the Americas, and the Pacific
Islands.
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172. Consider the map given below: The places

marked A, B, C and D in the map

are

respectively known for the cultivation of

174. Which one of the following rivers thrice

forks into two streams and reunites a few
miles further on, thus forming the islands
of Srirangappattanam, Sivasamudram

DL
— and Srirangam?
-~ \ (a) Cauvery
A ~ (b) Tungabhadra
e g b
li: . -1 &/ (¢) Krishna
Y7 o (d) Godavari
\ / Explanation : (A)
J
o River Cauvery has formed three big islands
(a) groundnut, ragi, tobacco and on her journey from Talacauvery to join
sugarcane the Bay of Bengal Sea. The islands formed
(b) groundnut rcane.  rai  and are Srirangapatna, Shivanasamudra in
f(g gu uh  stgarcans - ragt @ Karnataka and Srirangam in Tamil Nadu.
obacco All the three islands are pilgrimage centers
. pigrimag
(c) raﬁl’ sugarcane, groundnut and with temples dedicated to Lord Ranganatha.
tobacco
(d) ragi, groundnut, sugarcane and 175. As per the 1991 Census, which one of the
tob ; e ’ following states has a lower population

Explanation : (B)

density than the other three?

' . ' . (a) Sikkim
Gujaratis the 1"113] or producer of groundnut, (b) Nagaland
Maharashtra is the producer of sugarcane.

Karnataka is the produce region of ragi (c) Meghalaya
whereas Andhra Pradesh is major producer (d) Manipur

of tobacco. Explanation : (A)

173. The following are the major oilseeds

tuced in 1.0 Sikkim has the lowest population density.
produced in India.

Arunachal Pradesh is the state with lowest
population density in India. According
to 2011 census, Arunachal Pradesh has a

1. Sesamum

2. Mustard population density of 17. Total
3. Groundnut population of Arunachal Pradesh (as per
4 Soyabeen 2011 census) is 1,382,611 and its area is

Which one of the following is the correct 83,743 sq.km.

sequence of the descending order of the = 176. Which of the following pairs of states
quantity of their production? and their important crops are correctly
matched?
(a) 1,2,3,4
®) 3,241 1. Kerala: Tapioca
© 2,431 2.  Maharashtra : Cotton
d) 3,421 3.  W.Bengal: Jute
- 4.  Gujarat : Groundnut
Explanation : (C) .
Select the correct answer using the codes
The correct sequence in descending order iven
of oilseed production in India is Mustard,
SoyaBean, Groundnut and Sesamum. (@) 1,2and3
(b) 1,2and4
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(c) 1,3and4
(d) 2,3and4

Explanation : (D)

Tapioca is not the important crop of Kerala.

Kerala is the single largest producer of
a number of crops like Cashew, Ginger.
Turmeric and localized rubber plantation.
Rest of all are correctly matched.

177.

As per the 1991 Census, the average size
of households in terms of number of
persons per household in respect of the
given states follows the sequence (highest
first, lowest last).

(a) Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu

(b) Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat,
Kerala

(c) Gujarat, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal

(d) Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Tamil

Nadu, Kerala

Explanation : (B)

Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat,
Kerala: This option is correct. As of the
1991 census, Uttar Pradesh had the highest
average number of persons per household,
followed by West Bengal, Gujarat, and then
Kerala.

178.

In the Indian context, the term De-
notified tribes’ refers to

(a) tribes which are aboriginals

(b) nomadic tribes

(c) tribes practising shifting cultivation
(d) tribes which were earlier classified as

criminal tribes

Explanation : (D)
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Denotified Tribes (DNTs), also known as
Vimukta Jati. These are the tribes that were
originally listed under the Criminal Tribes
Act of 1871, as “Criminal Tribes” and
“addicted to the systematic commission of
non-bailable offences” The Criminal Tribes
Act of 1952 repealed the notification, i.e
‘denotified the tribal communities. This

act, however, was replaced by a series
of Habitual Offenders Acts, that asked
police to investigate a “suspect’s” “criminal
tendencies” and whether their occupation
is “conducive to settled way of life” The
denotified tribes were reclassified as
“habitual offenders” in 1959.

179.

Assertion (A): Mangroves are very
specialised forest tropical and subtropical
regions bordering certain sea

Reason (R): They stabilise the shoreline
and act as encroachments by sea.

In the context of the above two statements,
which one of correct?

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the
correct explanation

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a
correct explanation

(c) AistruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (A)

Mangroves are specialized forest ecosystems
found in tropical and subtropical regions
bordering sea coasts. They stabilize the
shoreline and act as a natural barrier
against sea encroachments, among many
other ecological functions and services
they provide.

180.

High temperature and low pressure
over the Indian Sub Continent during
the summer season, draws air from the
Indian Ocean leading to the in-blowing
of the

(a) Southeast monsoon
(b) Southwest monsoon
(¢) Trade winds
(d) Westerlies
Explanation : (B)
*  The traditional theory portrays the

monsoon as a large-scale sea breeze. It
states that during the hot subtropical
summers, the massive landmass of the
Indian Peninsula heats up at a different rate
than the surrounding seas, resulting in a
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pressure gradient from south to north. This
causes the flow of moisture laden winds
from sea to land. known as Southwest
Monsoon.

181. Which one of the following areas of India
produces largest cotton?

(a) North western India and Gangetic
West Bengal

(b) North-western and Western India
(c) Western and Southern India
(d) Plains of Northern India

Explanation : (C)

Western and southern India produce the
largest amount of cotton in India. The
states of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh are
the major cotton-growing states in this
region.

182. Saddle Peak, the highest peak of
Andaman and Nicobar islands, is located
in

(a) Great Nicobar

(b) Middle Andaman
(c) Little Andaman
(d) North Andaman

Explanation : (D)

Saddle Peak the highest point of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, is located near
Diglipur, a town in North Andaman Island
in Indias. At 732 m, it is the highest point
of the archipelago in the Bay of Bengal. It is
surrounded by Saddle Peak National Park.

183. Which one of the following sets of
conditions is necessary for a good
cultivation of wheat?

(a) Moderate temperature and moderate
rainfall
(b) High temperature and heavy rainfall

(c) High temperature and moderate
rainfall

(d) Low temperature and low rainfall
Explanation: (A)

Moderate Temperature and moderate
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rainfall are the conditions necessary for
good wheat cultivation.

Wheat grows bestin moderate temperatures
between 15° to 20°C.

Wheat requires moderate rainfall, typically
between 25-75 cm.

Wheat is a temperate crop that is commonly
farmed for its seed. It is a staple food around
the world.

184.

Which of the following pairs are correctly
matched?

Idukki : Thermal power station
Sabarigiri : Hydro electric project
Ghatprabha : Irrigation project

S =

Ramganga : Multipurpose project

Select the correct answer by using the
codes given below

(a) 2,3and4
(b) 1,2,3and4
(¢) 3and4

(d land2

Explanation : (A)

The correct matches are Sabarigiri:
Hydroelectric project

Ghatprabha: Irrigation project Ramganga:
Multipurpose project.

Idukki is a hydroelectric project in Kerala,
India, built on the Periyar River. It is the
highest arch dam in Asia.

185.

“You might see a few curious Danes
around, but that is because used to be
Danish outpost. This quaint town with
its fort and a beautiful church, the New
Jerusalem, empty streets and deserted
beach front is a quaint gem.” The place
referred to in this quotation lies on the

(a) Tamil Nadu coast
(b) Kerala coast

(¢) Karnataka coast
(d) Goa coast

Explanation : (A)

The New Jerusalem Church was built by
Royal Danish missionary Bartholomaus
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Ziegenbalg in a coastal town of
Tharangambadi, Tamil Nadu in 1718. Thus
(A) is the correct answer.

186. Local supply of coal is not available to

(a) TISCO, Jamshedpur
(b) VSL, Bhadravati

(c) HSL, Durgapur

(d) HSL, Bhilai

Explanation: (A)

VSL Bhadravati located in the state of
Karnataka is the only iron and state plant
which does not have capative coal mines
and is situated outside the coal producing
area.

187. Which one of the following is an
important crop of the Barak valley?

(a) Jute

(b) Tea

(c) Sugarcane
(d) Cotton

Explanation : (C)

Barak valley is situated in Assam.
The important crop of Barak valley is Jute.

The temperature of the valley varies from
25° to 30°C and rainfall varies from 100 to
200 cm, which is ideal for jute cultivation.
Golden Fibre Revolution is related to Jute
Production.

188. Consider the following rivers :

I.  Kishenganga
II.  Ganga

III. Wainganga
IV. Penganga

The correct sequence of these rivers when
arranged in the north-south direction is

(a) IILILIV
(b) 1L L IIL IV
(c) ILLIV,III
(d) I,IV,IL 111

Explanation: (A)

Download
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The correct sequence of the rivers
when arranged from North to South
is Kishenganga, Ganga, Wainganga,
Penganga.

Thus (A) is the correct option.

1998

189.

What is the correct sequence of the
following Indian states in descending
order of their length of surface roads per

100 km?2 of their area ?
1. Haryana

2. Maharashtra

3.  Punjab

4.  Tamil Nadu

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

Codes:ABCD
(a) 4231
(b) 4312
() 3412
(d 3421

3 4 on the rough states in descending
their area?

Explanation : (A)

Tamil Nadu has the largest length of surface
roads per 100 km? of their area among the
list of given states. The correct sequence
is Tamil Nadu > Maharashtra > Punjab >
Haryana.

190.

The four railway junctions shown by
numerals 1, 2, outline map of Gujarat are
respectively

*-:‘Ef‘"‘ ;

A _.
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(a) Palanpur, Mahesana,
AhmedabadVadodara

(b) Mahesana, Surendranagar, Rajkot
Junagarh

(c)
(d)

Palanpur, Khnda, Bhuj and Okha

Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Bhavnagar
and Bharkch

Explanation : (B)

Option 2, Mahesana, Surendranagar,
Rajkot, and Junagarh, is the correct answer.
Mahesana, Surendranagar, Rajkot and
Junagarh are important railway junctions
in Gujarat.

191. Which one of the following is the correct

sequence of the states (labelled 1, 2, 3
and 4) of India shown on the map in
descending order in terms of their
available ground water resources for
irrigation?

3,4,1,2
3,4,2,1
4,3,1,2
4,3,2,1

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Explanation : (D)

Option 4 is the correct answer as it matches
the sequence of ground water resources for
irrigation from most (state 4) to least (state

1).

192. Which one of the following sets of states

stands to benefit the most from the
Konkan Railway?
(a) Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Kerala

(b) Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra. Tamil
Nadu. Kerala
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(c) TamilNadu, Kerala, Goa, Maharashtra

(d) Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Tamil
Nadu

Explanation : (A)

The states that benefit the most from the
Konkan Railway are Goa, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, and Kerala.

The Konkan Railway is a 760 kilometer
long rail route that connects the states of
Mabharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, and a part of
Kerala.

The Konkan Railway was built with the
collaboration of the states of Maharashtra,
Goa, and Karnataka.

193.

Which one of the following pairs of cities
has recently been connected through a
6-lane express way?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Ahmedabad - Vadodara
Dhaka - Chittagong
Islamabad - Lahore

Mumbai - Pune

Explanation : (A)

The Ahmadabad Vadodara Expressway
(also known as National Expressway 1
or the Mahatma Gandhi Expressway) is
an expressway connecting the cities of
Ahmedabad and Vadodara in the state
of Gujarat, India. It has been connected
through 6 lanes express way.

194.

Which one of the following languages
belongs to the Austric group?

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

Marathi
Ladakhi
Khasi

Tamil

Explanation : (C)

Khasi belongs to the Austric group of
language : The Austric languages of India
belong to the Austro-Asiatic sub-family,
represented by languages of the Munda or
Koi Group, spoken in the central, eastern
and north-eastern India and languages
of the Mon-Khmer group like Khasi and
Nicobarese.
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These are very ancient languages which
have been in existence much before the
advent of Aryans and were referred in
ancient Sanskri literature as Nisadas.

The most important language of the Austric
group is Santhali, spoken by over 5 million
Santhals and is the largest spoken among
the Adivasi languages Mundari, spoken
by about a million Mundas, is another
important language of this group.

195.

Forest areas have been labelled as 1, 2, 3
and 4 in the rough outline map given:

Among these, those which were
threatened in 1997 by a serious epidemic
include:

teak forests of 3 and 4

oak forests of 1 and sal forests of 2

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

sal forests of 3
sandal wood forests of 4

Explanation : (C)

Sal forests of 3 were threatened by a disease
that led to their fast decline in number.

This could imply that the epidemic was
either localized to this region and type of
forest or that the sal trees in this area were
exceptionally susceptible to the epidemic
that occurred.

196.
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Which one of the following east flowing
rivers of India has rift valley due to down
warping?

(@) Damodar
(b) Mahanadi
(c) Sone

(d) Yamuna

Explanation : (A)

The Damodar River in India has a rift valley
due to down warping.

Explanation

The Damodar River originates from the
Chota Nagpur Plateau.

It flows east through the states of Jharkhand
and West Bengal.

The Damodar River drains into the Hoogly
River.

197.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the lists:

List I List IT
(Places) (Industries)
A.Jamnagar | 1. Aluminium
B. Hospet 2. Woollen Textile
C. Korba 3. Fertilizers
D. Haldia 4. Cement
5. Iron and Steel

Codes:ABCD

(a) 4312
(b) 2513
() 4521
(d 2143

Explanation : (B)

Jamnagar- Woollen Textiles in Gujarat

Hospet - Iron and Steel Industry in
Karnataka

Korba- Aluminium
Chhattisgarh

Haldia- Fertilizers in Assam

Industry  in

198.

The discovery of Oak flora in 1966 added
a new chapter to the history of Indian
Sericulture. Which one of the following

states is the leading producer of Oak tasar
silk?

(a) Assam
(b) Bihar

(c) Manipur
(d) Orissa
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Explanation: (A) ' List IT
List I (Towns) . qi s
Assam is the leading producer of Oak tasar (Specialisation)

silk in India. The discovery of Oak flora in
Assam in 1966 marked a new chapter in the
history of Indian Sericulture.

199. Match List I with List IT and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the lists:

List I List IT
(Minerals) (Mining area)
A. Graphite 1. Bellary
B. Lead 2. Didwana
C. Salt 3. Rampa
D. Silver 4, Zawar
Codes:ABCD
(a) 3412
(b) 1423
(c) 3142
(d 2314

Explanation : (C)

Bellary district in Karnataka is famous
for lead. Graphite is found abundantly in
Rampa. Didwana is known for silver and
Zawar for salt production.

200.

Commercial production of mineral oil
has started recently in which one of the
areas of India, labelled 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the
rough map given below:

(a) 1
(b) 2
(c) 3
(d) 4

Explanation : (C)

KG-basin in south India which is depicted
as number 3 in the map is the correct
answer.

201.

In the vicinity of Mumbai, a number of
specialised towns have been developed.
Match the lists of specialisation with
towns and select the correct answer using
the codes given below lists:
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A. Alibag 1. Fishing Centre
B. Balapur 2. Holiday Resort
C. Nhava Sheva | 3. Petro-Chemical
Complex
D. Ratnagiri 4. Port
Codes:
ABCD
(a) 1324
(b) 2341
() 3421
(d 2143
Explanation : (A)

Alibag is famous for holiday resorts whereas
Balapur has Petro chemical complex while
Nhava Sheva is a Port and Ratnagiri is a
fishing centre.

Hence B is the correct answer.

202. Which one of the following ports shown

on the rough outline map of India is a
riverine port?

4 L%
7 D
D y J
& A
Vd
\ J.r-'
11 /
(a) 1
(b) 2
(c) 3
(d) 4

Explanation : (D)

Haldia port in West Bengal is a riverine
port.
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203. The Ravva offshore block, with great
potential for oil, is located in

(a) Krishna - Godavari basin
(b) Cauvery basin

(c) Mahanadi basin

(d) Palar - Pennar basin

Explanation : (A)

Ravva oil and gas field is located in the
shallow offshore area of the Krishna-
Godavari basin on the eastern coast of
India.

204. If it is 10.00 a.m. 1.S.T., then what would
be the local time at Shillong on 92°E

longitude?

(a) 9.38 a.m.
(b) 10.38 am

(c) 10.22 a.m.
(d) 9.22am.

Explanation : (B)

If it is 10.00 am. I.ST,, then the local time
at Shillong on 92’E longitude would be
around 10.38 am.

205. The given figure shows a portion of
Southern India. The proposed site
(Koodankulam) for the construction of
two 1000 MW nuclear power plants has
been labelled in the map as

Tuticorin ( i
Thiruvananthapuram /

¢ db

: ¥ o
o' B

Karyakumari
(@) A
(b) B
(c) C
(d D

Explanation : (B)

B is the correct location for Koodankulam,
where a nuclear power plant has been built
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by the Government of India.

206. Which one of the following statements is

not true of the Konkan Railway?

(a) The total length is about 760 km

(b) Itrunsthrough thestates of Karnataka,
Goa, Maharashtra and Kerala

(c) Itis the only rail route that cuts across
the Western Ghats

(d) The Konkan Railway Construction
Company which came into being
raised money through Public Issues

Explanation : (B)

The Konkan Railway is a 760 km long
railway line that runs through the Konkan
region of Maharashtra, Goa, and Karnataka.

The Konkan Railway Corporation Limited
(KRCL) operates and maintains the Konkan
Railway.

The Konkan Railway is a joint venture
between the Indian government and the
governments of the three states it runs
through.

207.

Match the areas shown as A, B, C and D
on the given map showing with the largest
religious minorities.

P INDIA
N LARGEST RELIGIOUS
\ ( MINOTIRY

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below the list of minorities.

1. Buddhists
2. Christians
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3. Jains respectively
4. Muslims i \
5. Sikhs / E \
Codes: ABCD ,
(a) 5132 N\ :
b) 4321 ~
(b) 7N S
(c) 5312 o
(d) 4213 oC .
Explanation : (C) '
Sikh community is largely concentrated " il .
in the northwestern region of the country. .. ~ Himachal
Jains are largely inhabitated the north- ' Pradesh
western part of Madhya Pradesh. The ' ' ' | q
southern Andhra Pradesh is inhabitated by (a) Anar%‘l[nag, Baramula, Srinagar an
the muslim community. Hence, (C) is the Kl
correct answer. (b) Baramula, Srinagar, Kargil and
Anantnag
208. In the given figure, the site of the Tehri .
(c) Baramula, Srinagar, Anantnag and
dam has been labeled as |
Kargil
(d) Srinagar, Baramula, Kargil and
Anantnag

()
(c)
(c)
(d)

O % >

D

Explanation : (C)

The Tehri Dam is the tallest dam in India
and one of the tallest in the world.

It is a multi purpose rock and earth-fill
embankment dam on the Bhagirathi River
near Tehri in Uttarakhand.

209.

In the rough outline map of a part of
Jammu and Kashmir shown in the figure,
places marked A, B, C and D represent
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Explanation : (C)

Baramula, Srinagar, Anantnag, and Kargil.
These are the names of places in Jammu
and Kashmir.

210.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists:

List-1 (Rivers) List-II (Dams)
A. Cauvery 1. Almatti
B. Krishna 2. Mettur
C. Narmada 3. Gandhi Sagar
D. Chambal 4, Sardar Sarovar

Codes:ABCD

(a) 1423
(b) 2143
(c) 2134
(d) 1342

Explanation : (B)

The Mettur Dam is located on the Cauvery
River in Tamil Nadu, India.
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The Alamatti Dam, also known as the
Krishna Raja Sagara Dam, is located on the
Krishna River in Karnataka, India.

The Sardar Sarovar Dam is located on the
Narmada River in Gujarat, India.

The Gandhi Sagar Dam is located on the
Chambal River in Madhya Pradesh, India.

211.

Match List I with List IT and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists:

List-I (Resorts) List-II (States)
A. Chakrata 1. Assam
B. Haflong 2. West Bengal
C. Kalimpong 3. Uttarakhand
D. Kufri 4.Himachal Pradesh
Codes: ABCD
(a) 1324
(b) 3142
(c) 3124
(d) 1342

Explanation : (C)

Chakrata holiday resort is situated in
Uttaranchal.

Haflong resort is present in Assam.
Kalimpong resort is present in West Bengal.

Kufri resort is present in Himachal Pradesh
2000

212. Along which one of the following

meridians did India experience the
first light of the sunrise of the new
millennium?

(a) 82°30'W
(b) 82°30°E
(€) 92°30'W
(d) 92°30’E

Explanation : (D)

India experiences the first sunrise of

the new millennium along the 92° 30’ E
meridian in Arunachal Pradesh..
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213. Which one of the following statements is
not true?

(a) Ghaggar’s water is utilised in the
Indira Gandhi Canal

(b) Narmada rises from Amarkantak
region
(c) Nizam Sagar is situated on the Manjra
river
(d) Penganga is a tributary of the
Godavari
Explanation : (A)

Indira Gandhi Canal, which is India’s one
of the largest water canals, draws its water
from Sutlej and Beas rivers.

Thus option (A) is not true.

214. Consider the following statements:

1. Tides are of great help in navigation
and fishing

2. High tide enables big ships to enter or
leave the harbour safely.

3. Tidepreventssiltationin the harbours.
4. Kandla and Diamond Harbour are
tidal ports.

Which of these statements are correct?

(a) land4
(b) 2,3and4
(c) 1,2and3

(d 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (D)
Tides are of great help in navigation and
fishing.
The high tide enables big ships to enter or
leave the harbour safely.
Tide prevents siltation in the harbours.

Kandla and Diamond Harbour are tidal
ports.
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215. Match the cities labelled as 1, 2, 3, 4 and

5 in the given map with the names of the
institutes located in these cities and select
the correct answer using the codes given
below the names of the institutes:

Names of Institutes

INDIA

(a) Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute

(b) Central Sheep Breeding Farm
(c) National Dairy Research Institute

(d) National Institute of Agricultural
Extension Management

Codes:ABCD
(a) 5132
(b) 5214
(c) 4213
(d 1234

Explanation : (B)

The Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute is a marine fisheries research
Institute located at Kochi, India.

The Central Sheep Breeding Farm, Hisar
was established in 1968-70 in collaboration
with the Government of Australia under
Colombo Plan.

The National Dairy Research Institute,
Karnal, Haryana, is India’s premier institute
for dairy research.

National Institute of Agricultural Extension
is situated at Hyderabad of Andhra Pradesh.
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216.

The correct sequence in decreasing order
of the four sugarcane producing States in
India is

(a) Maharashtra, U.P, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh

(b) UP, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh

(c) Maharashtra, U.P, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu

(d) U.P, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu

Explanation : (B)

The correct sequence of states producing
sugarcane in decreasing manner goes as
follows : Uttar Pradesh < Maharashtra <
Tamil Nadu < Andhra Pradesh

217.

Consider the following statements:

(a) Maharashtra has the highest acreage
under jowar in India.

(b) Gujarat is the largest producer of
groundnut in India.

(c) Rajasthan has the largest area of
cultivable wastelands in India.

(d) Andhra Pradesh has the highest per
hectare yield of maize in India.

Which of these statements are correct?

(@) land4
(b) 2and3
(¢c) land3
(d) 2and4

Explanation : (C)

Maharashtra state produces 52% of total
production of Jawar in India.

Groundnut production is maximum in
Andhra Pradesh not in Gujarat.

The Maize production is highest in
Karnataka and not in Andhra Pradesh.

Rajasthan has the maximum cultivable
waste land in India.

218.

Consider the following statements about
the megacities of India :

1. Population of each megacity is more
than 5 million.
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2. All the megacities are important sea
ports.

3. Megacities are either national or State
capitals.

Which of these statements are correct?

(@) 1,2and3
(b) land2
(¢c) 2and3
(d) land3

Explanation : (D)

Many megacities of India do not have any
sea port. For example : Delhi. Hence, the
statement is incorrect and (D) is the correct
option.

219. Which one of the following pairs of
primitive tribes and places of their
inhabitation is not correctly matched?

(a) Buksa : Pauri Garhwal
(b) Kol : Jabalpur

(c) Munda : Chhotanagpur
(d) Korba: Kodagu

Explanation : (D)

Korba people are one of the scheduled
tribes of India. They live in hills and forest
of Chhotanagpur, the bordering area of
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand.

220. Which one of the following ports of India
handles the highest tonnage of import
cargo?

(a) Calcutta

(b) Kandla

(¢) Mumbai

(d) Visakhapatnam

Explanation : (D)

Visakhapatnam Port (Vizag) handles the
highest tonnage of import cargo in India.

It is located on the eastern coast of Andhra
Pradesh.

221. Which one of the following statements is
true according to 1991 Census data?

(@) UP. has the highest density of
population in India
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(b) Himachal Pradesh has the highest
female to male sex ratio in India

(c) West Bengal has the highest growth
rate of population in India

(d) Bihar has the lowest literacy rate in
India

Explanation : (D)

Bihar has the lowest literacy rate while
Mizoram and Kerala have the highest
literacy rate. As per 2011 Census, Kerala
has the highest literacy rate while Bihar has
the lowest literacy rate.

222.

Match the different ports of Union
Territory of Pondicherry labelled as A,
B, C and D in the given map with their
respective names and select the correct
answer using the codes given below the
list of ports: List (Ports of Pondicherry)

1) Karaikal

2) Mahe

3) Pondicherry
4)  Yanam

Codes :
ABCD

YA &
Vﬂ

Codes:ABCD

(a) 2134
(b) 1234
() 2143
(d 1243

Explanation : (A)

A - Mahe

B - Karaikal

C - Podicherry
D - Yaman

Thus A is the correct answer
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223.

Assertion (A) : Ganga Plain is the most
denselypopulated part of India.

Reason (R) : Ganga is the most harnessed
river of India

(@) Both A and R are true, and R is the
correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not a
correct explanation of A

(c) Aistrue, but R is false

(d) A isfalse, but R is true

Explanation : (B)

Population density is influenced by a
variety of factors, including geographical,
historical, @ economic, and  cultural
factors. The availability of fertile land for
agriculture, historical settlement patterns,
economic opportunities, and cultural
factors play significant roles in determining
population density.

Therefore, both the assertion and the reason
are true, but the reason provided is not a
correct explanation for the high population
density in the Ganga Plain.

224.

Assertion (A) : The frequency of floods in
North Indian plains has increased during
the last couple of decades.

Reason (R) : There has been reduction in

the depth of river valleys due to deposition
of silt.

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the
correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not a
correct explanation of A

(c) Aistrue, but R is false

(d) A isfalse, but R is true

Explanation : (A)
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Both assertion and reasons are individually
true and R is the correct explanation of A.

The deposition of silt of the river bottom
because of many reasons including the
pollution make the river shallower than
before promoting easy flooding of the near
by areas.

2001

225.

The above map is the Union Territory of

(a) Chandigarh

(b) Daman and Diu

(c) Dadra and Nagar Haveli
(d) Pondicherry

Explanation : (C)

The given map is of union territory of
Dadar and Nagar Haveli that hes below
Gujarat and above Maharashtra as shown
below.

226.

Identify the correct order of the processes
of soilerosion from the following:

(a)

Splash erosion, Sheet erosion. Rill
erosion, Gully erosion

(b) Sheet erosion, Splash erosion, Gully
erosion, Rill erosion

() Rill erosion, Gully erosion, Sheet
erosion, Splash erosion

(d) Gully erosion, Rill erosion, Sheet

erosion, Splash erosion

Explanation : (A)

Splash erosion is the first to take place in
erosion process after which, sheet erosion
happens to continue with soil erosion. This
continues until the conversion of once
fertile lands into barren lands.
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227. In the above map, the black marks show
the distribution of

(a) Asbestos
(b) Gypsum
(c) Limestone
(d) Mica
Explanation : (D)
*  Inthe given figure of India, Mica is found in
all the states of India like Jharkhand, Orissa,

Bihar, Rajasthan, Bombay, Karnataka, West
Bengal and Andhra Pradesh.

228. The approximate age of the Aravallis
range is
(a) 370 million years
(b) 470 million years
(c) 570 million years
(d) 670 million years

Explanation : (D)

The Aravalli Range in India is approximately
670 million years old. The Aravalli Range
is one of the oldest mountain ranges in the
world.

The Aravalli Range is a fold mountain range
that formed due to the collision of tectonic
plates.

*  The Aravalli Range is older than the
Himalayan ranges.

2002

229. Open stunted forests with bushes and
small trees having long roots and sharp
thorns or spines are commonly found in

(a) Eastern Orissa
(b) North-Eastern Tamil Nadu
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(c) Siwaliks and Terai region
(d) Western Andhra Pradesh

Explanation : (D)

*  Western part of Andhra Pradesh is
relatively dry area rainfall. Because of these
geographical reasons, open stunted forests
with bushes and small trees are found in
this region..

230. For short-term climate prediction, which
one of the following detected in the last
decade, is associated with occasional
rains in the India subcontinent?

(a) LaNina

(b) Movement of Jet Streams

(¢) EINino and Southern Oscillations
(d) Greenhouse effects on global level

Explanation : (C)

. El nino and southern oscillations, detected
only in last decade, is associated with
occasional weak summer monsoon in
Indian subcontinent. La nina, in contrast,
strengthens the monsoon climate in the
country.

231. The correct sequence of the eastward
flowing rivers India from north to south
is
(a) Subranarekha, Mahanadi, Godavari,
Krishana, Pennar, Vagai

(b) Subranarekha, Mahanadi, Godavari,
Cauvery, Vagai

(c) Mahanadi, Subarnarekha, Godavari,
Krishna, Cauvery, vagai

(d) Mahanadi, Subarnarekha,
Godavari, Cauvery, Pennar

Krishna,

Explanation : (A)

*  The correct sequence of the eastward
flowing rivers of peninsular India from
north to south is Subarnarekha, Mahanadi,
Godavari, Krishna, Pennar, Cauvery, and
Vagai.
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232. With reference to India, which one the
following statements is incorrect?

(a) About one-third of the area of the
country records more than 750
millimeters of annual rainfall

(b) The dominant source of irrigation in
the country is wells

(c) Alluvial soil is the predominant type
of soil in the northern plans of the
country

(d) The mountain areas accounts for
about thirty percent of the surface
area of the country

Explanation : (D)

The mountainous areas in India do not
account for about thirty percent of the
surface area of the country. India is known
for its diverse geographical features,
including mountains, but the mountainous
regions make up a relatively smaller
portion of the total land area. The majority
of the surface area in India is composed of
plains, including the northern plains where
alluvial soil is predominant.

233. Which one of the following is not a
lagoon?
(a) Ashtamudi lake
(b) Chilka lake
(c) Periyar lake
(d) Pulicate lake

Explanation : (C)

. Ashtamudi Lake, Chilika Lake, and Pulicat
Lake are all examples of lagoons.

»  Lagoons are typically characterized by
brackish or saline water and are found
along coastal areas.

*  Thus, Periyar lake is not a lagoon.

234. The average annual temperature of a
meteorological station is 26°C, its average
annual rainfall is 63 cm and the annual
range of temperature is 9°C. The station
in

(a) Allahabad
(b) Chennai
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(¢) Cherrapunji
(d) Kolkata

Explanation : (A)

The average annual temperature of a
meteorological station is 26°C, its average
annual rainfall is 63 cm and annual range
temperature is 9°C. The station is Chennai.

235.

With reference to Indian transport
systems, consider the following
statements:

1. Indian railways system is the largest
in the world

2. National Highways cater to 45 per cent
of the total road transport demand.

3. Among the states, Kerala has the
highest density of surface road.

4. National Highway No. 7 is the longest
in the country.

Which of these statements are correct?

(@) land2
(b) land3
(¢c) 2and3
(d) 2and4

Explanation : (D)

Indian railways system is the second largest
network in the world. National highway 7
is renamed as NH-44. National Highway 44
(NH 44), (previously National Highway 7),
is the longest running major North-South
National Highway in India that starts from
Srinagar and terminates in Kanyakumari,
the highway passes through the states
of Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu. Statewise,
Mizoram has the highest surface road
density among all states.

236.

Match List I (Mangrove) with List II
(State) and select the correct answer using
the codes given below the lists:

List I (Mangrove) List IT (State)

A. Achra Ratnagiri | 1. Karnataka

B. Coondapur 2. Kerala
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3.Andhra Pradesh
4, Maharashtra
5. Tamil Naidu

C. Pichavaram
D. Vembanad

Codes: ABCD

(a) 2154
(b) 4532
(c) 2534
(d 4152
Explanation : (B)
Achra  Ratnagiri Mangrove is in
Maharashtra

Coondapur Mangrove is in Karnataka
Pichavaram Mangrove is in Tamil Nadu

Vembanad Mangrove is in Kerala.
2003

237.

What is the correct sequence of the rivers
- Godavari, Mahanadi, Narmada and Tapi
in the descending order of their lengths?

(a)

Godavari - Mahanadi - Narmada
Tapi

Godavari - Narmada - Mahanadi
Tapi

(b)

Narmada - Godavari -

Mahanadi

Narmada -
Mahanadi

(c) Tapi -

Godavari

(d) Tapi -

Explanation : (B)

Length of some important Indian Rivers
SI No. River Length (km)

Indus - 2,900
Brahmaputra - 2,900
Ganga - 2,510
Godavari - 1,450
Narmada - 1,290
Krishna - 1,290
Mahanadi - 890

8. Kaveri - 760.

N ST e WD

238.

Download | p.  swm @ :
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 55

Consider the following statements:

1. India is the original home of the
cotton plant

2. India is the first country in the world
to develop hybrid cotton variety
leading to increased production

Which of these statements is/are correct?

(a) Only1l

(b) Only2

(¢) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (A)

Along with ancient Egypt, India is the
original home of the cotton plant.

India was the first country to develop
hybrid cotton varieties on a commercial
scale. India’s hybrid cotton varieties have
improved cotton yields, pest resistance, and
overall productivity.

Thus both the statements are correct

239.

Nanda Devi peak forms a part of:

(a) Assam Himalayas
(b) Kumaon Himalayas
(c) Nepal Himalayas

(d)

Punjab Himalayas

Explanation : (B)

Nanda Devi is a part of Kumaon or
Garhwal Himalayas. Nanda Devi is the
second highest mountain in India, and the
highest located entirely within the country.
(Kangchenjunga, which is higher, is on the
border of India and Nepal

240.

Among the following cities, which one
is at the highest altitude above mean sea
level?

(a) Bangalore
(b) Delhi

(¢) Jodhpur
(d) Nagpur

Explanation : (A)

Bangalore is at the highest altitude
above mean sea level among the cities of
Bangalore, Delhi, Jodhpur, and Nagpur.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

241. Consider the following statement :

1. Longitude of Jabalpurs location is
between those of Indore and Bhopal

2. Latitude of Aurangabad’s location is
between those of Vadodara and Pune

3. Bangalore is situated more southward
than Chennai.

Which of these statements is/are correct?

(@) land3
(b) Only2
(c) 2and3
(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (C)
Jabalpur’s location is not between those of
Indore and Bhopal.

Aurangabad’s longitude is between
Vadodara and Pune. Further, Bengaluru is
situated more southward than Chennai.

Thus, option (c) is the corect answer.

242. The thermal power plant of Bokaro is
located in:

(a) Bihar
(b) Chhattisgarh
(¢) TJharkhand
(d) Orissa
Explanation : (C)
The thermal power plant of Bokaro, which

is famously known as “Bokaro Thermal” is
located in the state of Jharkhand.

243. Which one among the following States is
smallest in area?

(a) Andhra Pradesh

(b) Gujarat

(c) Karnataka

(d) Tamil Nadu
Explanation : (D)

The area of Andhra Pradesh- 160 205 sq km

Area of Gujarat - 196 024 sq km Area of
Karnataka - 191 791 sq km and

Tamil Nadu - 130 058 sq km.
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Thus (d) is the correct answer.

244.

Consider the following statements:
1. India ranks first in the world in fruit
production.

2. Indiaranks second in the world in the
export of tobacco.

Which of these statements is/are correct?

(a) Onlyl

(b) Only2

(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

India rankes second in fruit production
only after China. India ranks third in terms
of production of tobacco and in exports,
after Brazil and the US. Thus, both the
statements are incorrect. Hence, (D) is
the correct option.

245.

Among the following cities, which one is
nearest to the Tropic of Cancer?

(a) Delhi

(b) Kolkata
(¢) Jodhpur
(d) Nagpur

Explanation : (B)

Kolkata is the closest location to Tropic
of cancer while tropic of cancer passes
through Nagpur.

246.

Assertion (A): The eastern coast of India
produces more rice than the western coast

Reason (R): The eastern coast receives
more rainfall than the western coast

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of
A

(c) AistruebutR is false
(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (C)
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The eastern coast of India receives more
rainfall than the western coast because
of effectivity of summer monsoon in the
region and above that due to Gangetic
plains but that is not because of rainfall.

Western coast of India receives five times
more rainfall than the eastern coast. Hence,
1st statement is correct whereas the 2nd
statement is incorrect.

2004

247.

Match List-1 (Minerals) with List-II
(Location) and select the correct answer
using the codes given below the

Lists: List-1 List-I1
(Minerals) (Location)
A. Coal 1. Giridih
B. Copper 2. Jayamkondam
C. Manganese 3. Alwar
D. Lignite 4. Dharwar
Codes:ABCD
(a) 1432
(b) 2341
(c) 1342
(d) 2431

Explanation : (C)

Giridih is famous for coal. Alwar is famous
for copper production and Dharwar for
manganese production.

Jayamkondam in the Indian state of Tamil
Nadu has large reserves of lignite.

248.

In which one of the following Union
Territories, do the people of the Onge
tribe live?

(a) Andaman and Nicobar Islands
(b) Dadra and Nagar Haveli

(c) Daman and Diu

(d) Lakshadweep

Explanation : (A)

The Onge are one of the Andamanese
indigenous peoples of the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands
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249.

Which among the following National
Highway routes is the longest?

(a) Agra-Mumbai

(b) Chennai Thane

() Kolkata-Hajira

(d) Pune-Machilipatnam

Explanation : (C)

Kolkata - Hajira national highway is he
longest among the options given.

Kolkata - Hajira NH length: 1,949 km.

250.

Consider the following statement: Among
the Indian States

1. Andhra Pradesh has the longest
coastline.

2.  Gujarat has the highest number of
airports.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(¢) Both1land2
(d) neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (B)

Gujarat has the longest coastline among all
states Gujarat also has the highest number
of commercial airports. Thus, only 2nd
statement is correct whereas the 1st
statement is incorrect.

251.

Consider the following statements: As
per 2001 Census

1. the two States with the lowest sex ratio
are Haryana and Punjab.

2. the two States with the lowest
population per the sq km of area are
Meghalaya and Mizoram

3. Kerala has both the highest literacy
rate and sex ratio.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 3only

(b) 2and3
(¢c) land2
(d land3
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Explanation : (D)

As per the 2001 census, the states of
Haryana and Punjab had the lowest sex
ratios in India.

Kerala recorded both the highest literacy
rate and sex ratio as per the 2001 census

The two states with the lowest population
densityas per the 2001 census are Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram, not Meghalaya and
Mizoram.

Thus, option D is the correct answer

252.

Consider the following :

1. Mahadeo Hills
2. Sahyadri Parvat
3. Satpura Range

What is the correct sequence of the above
from the north to the south?

(a) 1-2-3
(b) 2-1-3
(c) 1-3-2
d) 2-3-1

Explanation : (C)

The correct sequence of hills from North
to South is Mahadeo hills - Satpura hills -
Sahyadri hills.

Thus, option C is the correct answer.

253.

Assertion (A) : Banglore receives much
higher average annual rainfall than that of
Mangalore.

Reason (R) : Banglore has the benefit of
receiving rainfall both from south-west and
north-east monsoons :

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is correct explantion of A

(b) Both A and R are individual true but
R is not the correct explantion of A

(c) Aistrue but R is false.

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (D)
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Mangalore receives much higher rainfall
than Bangalore. However, Mangalore
receives rainfall only from south-west

rainfall, whereas Bangalore receives rainfall
from both South west as well as north-west
monsoon. Therefore, only the assertion is
incorrect whereas the reason is correct.

254.

Lake Sambhar is nearest to which one of
the following cities of Rajasthan?

(a) Bharatpur
(b) Jaipur

(¢) Jodhapur
(d) Udaipur

Explanation : (B)

Lake Sambhar known for saline water is
located most nearly to Jaipur. It is located
just 64 km away from the city.

255.

Assertion (A) : India does not export
natural rubber.

Reason (R) : About 97% of India’s demand
for natural rubber is met from
domestic production.

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is correct explantion of A

(b) Both A and R are individual true but
R is not the correct explantion of A

(c) Aistruebut R is false.

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (A)

India does export a substantial amount of
natural rubber to United States of America
and other Asian countries such as Korea
and Japan. Almost 97% of domestic rubber
is met through its domestic production.
Particularly from the state of Kerala at the
southern most tip of India. Hence, assertion
is incorrect whereas the reason is correct.

256.

Assertion (A) : West flowing rivers of
Peninsular India have no deltas

Reason(R) : These rivers do not carry any
alluvial sediments.

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is correct explantion of A

(b) Both A and R are individual true but
R is not the correct explantion of A

(¢) AistruebutR is false.

(d) A isfalse but R is true
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Explanation : (C)

West flowing rivers such as Narmada, Tapi
do not form delta. There are many reasons
behind it like the rivers flow through rocky
terrain and do not carry enough alluvial
sediments to form deltas. However, it
would be incorrect to say that these rivers
do not carry any alluvials soil. They carry
alluvial soil but not in sufficient amount so
that deltas could be formed. Hence, only
the assertion is correct whereas the reason
is incorrect.

257.

Amongst the following Indian States
which one has the minimum total forest
cover?

(a) Sikkim
(b) Goa

(c) Haryana
(d) Kerala

Explanation : (C)

According to Indian Forest Survey Report
2015 released from Bhopal, Haryana has
the lowest 3.58% total forest cover. It is the
lowest among given options.

258.

Match List-I (Beaches in India) with List-
IT (States) and select the correct answer
using the codes given below the Lists:

List-I List-1I
(Beaches in India) (States)
A. Gopnath Beach 1. Andhra Pradesh
B. Lawsons Bay 2 Kerala
Beach
C. Devbagh Beach | 3. Gujarat
D. Sinquerim 4. Goa
Beach
5. Karnataka
Codes:ABCD
(a) 5421
(b) 3154
(c) 5124
(d) 3451

Explanation : (B)
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Gopnath Beach is a beach situated in the
Talaja Taluka of Bhavnagar district of
Gujarat state of India.

Lawsons Bay Beach in Visakhapatnam is
popular amongst tourists for its crystal clear
water and calm waves. Devbagh Beach is in
Karntaka.

Sinquerim Beach is in Goa.

259.

In a particular region in India, the local
people train the roots of living tree into
robust bridges across the streams. As
the time passes these bridges become
stronger. These unique ‘Living Root
Bridges’ are found in

(a) Meghalaya

(b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Jharkhand

(d) Tamil Nadu

Explanation : (A)

Meghalaya’s double-decker and single
decker root bridges are unique in the world
and are a sight to behold. The bridges are
tangles of massive thick roots, which have
been intermingled to form a bridge that
can hold several people at a time.

2005

260.

Which one of the following statements is
not correct?

(a) The Western Ghats are relatively

higher in their northern region

The Anai Mudi is the highest peak in
the Western Ghats

Tapi river lies to the south of Satpura.

(b)

(c)
(d) The Narmada and the Tapi river

valleys are said to be old rift valleys.

Explanation : (A)

The Western Ghats are relatively higher in
middle region as compared to northern
and southern region.

261. Consider the following statements:

1. India is the only country in the
world producing all the five known
commercial varieties of silk.
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2. India is the largest producer of sugar
in the world.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(¢c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (A)

India is indeed the only country in
the world that produces all five known
commercial varieties of silk. These varieties
are Mulberry silk, Tasar silk, Eri silk, Muga
silk, and Pat silk.

Brazil is the largest producer of Sugar in the
world.

Thus, 1 only is the correct answer.

262.

For which one of the following items, is
“Tirupur” well-known as a huge exporter
to many parts of the world?

(a) Gems and Jewellery
(b) Leather goods

(c) Knitted garments
(d) Handicrafts

Explanation : (C)

Tirupur is an important trade center of
India. Which is famous for its knitted
garment wears. It is situated near
Coimbatore which is known as “The
Manchester of South India” Tirupur is a
major source of Foreign Exchange for the
country because of its exports. It is famous
for exports of all Knitted garment.

263.

Gandhi Sagar Dam is a part of which one
of the following?

(a) Chambal Project

(b) Kosi Project

(c) Damodar Valley Project
(d) Bhakra Nangal Project

Explanation: (A)

Download | p.  swm @ :
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 60

The Gandhi Sagar Dam is one of the four
major dams built on India’s Chambal River.
The dam is located in the Mandsaur district

of the state of Madhya Pradesh.

264. Which one of the following states border

Uttar Pradesh?

1.  Punjab

2. Rajasthan

3. Chhattisgarh
4.  Jharkhand

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below

(a) 1,2,3and4
(b) 2,3and4
(¢c) land4

(d) land3

Explanation : (B)

Uttar Pradesh does not share its border
with Punjab. Rest states of Uttar Pradesh.
Hence, B is the correct answer.

265.

Which one of the following is the correct
sequence of the given hills starting from
the north and going towards the south?

(a) Nallamalai Hills - Nilgiri Hills - Javadi

Hills - Anaimalai Hills

Anaimalai Hills - Javadi Hills - Nilgiri
Hills - Nallamalai Hills

Nallamalai Hills - Javadi Hills - Nilgiri
Hills - Anaimalai Hills

Anaimalai Hills - Nallamalai Hills- -
Javadi Hills - Nilgiri Hills

(b)
()

(d)

Explanation : (C)

The correct sequence of the given hills
starting from north and going towards to
south is Nallamalai Hills - Javadi Hills -
Nilgiri Hills - Anamalai Hills.

266.

Which one of the following statements is
not correct?

(a) Thereisno definition of the Scheduled

Tribe in the Constitution of India.

(b) North East India accounts for a
little over half of the country’s tribal
population.

(c) The people known as Todas live in the
Nilgiri Area.
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(d) Lotha is a language spoken in
Nagaland.

Explanation : (B)

The statement “North East India accounts
for a little over half of the country’s tribal
population” is not correct.

The majority of India’s tribal population is
in the central and eastern regions, including
states like Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and Maharashtra.

267.

Consider the following statements:

1. India is the second country in the
world to adopt a National Family
Planning Programme.

2. The National Population Policy
of India 2000 seeks to achieve
replacement level of fertility by 2010
with a Population of III crores.

3. Kerala is the first State in India to
achieve replacement level of fertility.

Which of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(a) 1lonly
(b) 1land2
(¢c) 2and3
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (C)

India is the first country in the world
to adopt a National Family Planning
Programme in the year 1952.

Thus C is the correct answer.

268.
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Consider the following statements:
1.  Area wise Chhattisgarh is larger than
West Bengal.

2.  According to the Population 2001
Census population of West Bengal is
larger than that of Chhattisgarh.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2Only

(c) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (C)

Chhattisgarh is larger than West Bengal in
terms of area.

With...Bengal.

269. Which one of the following is the correct

sequence of the given Indian cities in the
decreasing order of their normal annual
rainfall?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Kochi - Kolkata — Delhi — Patna
Kolkata - kochi — Patna - Delhi
Kochi - Kolkata — Patna - Delhi
Kolkata — Kochi - Delhi - Patna

Explanation : (C)

Among given, Kochi receives the highest
average rainfall. Kolkata stands second
after Kochi. Patna receives higher average
rainfall than Delhi but lesser than Kolkata.
Therefore, the correct sequence is Kochi -
Kolkata - Patna - Delhi.

270.

Consider the following crops :

1. Cotton

2. Groundnut
3. Maize

4. Mustard

Which of the above are Kharif crops?

(a) land2

(b) 1,2and3
(c) 3and4

(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (B)

Mustard is not Kharif crop. It is a rabi crop.
Hence, correct option is B.

The kharif crops include rice, maize,
sorghum, pearl millet/bajra, finger millet/
ragi (cereals), arhar (pulses), soyabean,
groundnut (oil-seeds), cotton etc. The
major rabi crop in India is wheat, followed
by barley, mustard, sesame and peas.

Peas are harvested early, as they are ready
early. Indian markets are flooded with
green peas from January to March, peaking
in February.
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271.

From North towards South, which one of
the following is the correct sequence of
the given rivers in India?

()
(b)
(c)
(d)

Shyok - Spiti - Zaskar - Satluj
Shyok - Zaskar - Spiti - Satluj
Zaskar - Shyok - Satluj - Spiti
Zaskar - Satluj - Shyok - Spiti

Explanation : (B)

“Shyok River”, the tributary river of the
Indus, is the northern of India. It originates
in the Rimo Glacier and flows through
Ladakh in India. If someone moves towards
south from would see the given rivers in
following order. Shyok - Zaskar - Spiti -
Satluj

272.

Consider the following statements:

1.  Sikkim has the minimum area among
the 28 Indian States (Delhi and
Pondicherry not included).

2. Chandigarh has the highest literacy
rate among Pondicherry, NCT of
Delhi and other Union Territories

3. Maharashtra has the highest
population after Uttar Pradesh among
the 28 Indian States (Delhi and
Pondicherry not included).

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

1and 2
2 and 3
1 only
3 only

Explanation : (D)

Goa is the smallest state of India having the
minimum area among all 29 states. Hence
1st statement is incorrect. Pondicherry has

the greater literacy rate among all Union
Territories therefore, the second statement
is incorrect. The 3rd statement is correct
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273.

Recently Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh governments Memorandum
of Understanding for the linking of two
project. Which are these two rivers?

(a) Betwa and Chambal
(b) Betwa and Ken

(c) Chambal and Son
(d) Ken and Narmada

Explanation : (B)

The two rivers that the governments of Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh recently
signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to link are the Betwa and Ken rivers.
This project is called the Ken-Betwa River
Linking Project.

274. Which one of the following pairs is not

correctly matched?
Monastery State

(a) Dhankar Himachal Pradesh
Monastery

(b) Rumtek Sikkim
Monastery

(c) Tabo Monastery | Himachal Pradesh

(d) Kye Monastery | Arunachal Pradesh

Explanation : (D)

Kye Gompa Monastry is a Tibetan Buddhist
monastery a hill at an altitude of 4,166
meters above sea level, close in the Spiti
Valley of Himachal Pradesh, Lahaul and
Spiti.

275.

Consider the following statements:

1 Assam shares a border with Bhutan

and Bangladesh.

2.  West Bengal shares a border with
Bhutan and Nepal

3. Mizoram shares a border with
Bangladesh and Myanmar

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

(@) 1,2and3

(b) 1and2,only
(c) 2and 3, only
(d) 1land3,only
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Explanation: (A)

If we observe the map of India closely,
we lind that : Assam shares a border with
Bhutan and Bangladesh. West Bengal shares
a border with Bhutan and Nepal. Mizoram
also share its borders with Bangladesh
and Myanmar. Hence, all statements are
correct.

276.

Which of the following substances are
found in the beach sands of many parts of
Kerala?

1 Ilmenite
2. Zircon

3. Silimanite
4. Tungsten

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(@) 1,2,3and4
(b) 1,2and3

(c) 3and4only
(d) land2only

Explanation : (B)

Kerala State is endowed with a number
of occurrences deposits of minerals such
as Heavy Mineral Sands (Ilmenite, Rutile,
Zircon, Monazite, Sillimanite), Gold, Iron
ore, Bauxite, Graphite, China Clay. Fire
Clay, Tile and Brick Clay, Silica Sand,
Lignite, Limestone, Limeshell, Dimension
Stone (Granite), Gemstones, Magnesite,
Steatite etc. except Tungsten.

GEOGRAPHY
(a) 2431
(b) 3124
(c) 2134
(d) 3421

Explanation : (D)

The Correct Match is following: Markha
Valley -Ladakh in Jammu and Kashmir

Dzukou Valley - Nagaland
Sangla Valley -Himachal Pradesh;
Yumthang Valley- Sikkim

278.

Assertion (A) : The percentage of net sown
area to the total area of Andhra Pradesh is
less as compared to that of West Bengal.

Reason (R) : The soil of most of Andhra
Pradesh is laterite.

(a)

Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A.

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of
A

(c) AisTruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (C)

The percentage of net sown area to the total
area of Andhra Pradesh is less as compared
to that of West Bengal. But the reason
behind is not that Andhra Pradesh has
laterite soil.

In fact, AP has most kind of soil but Red

Soil is predominant among others. Hence,
Assertion is true but the Reason is false.

277.

Match List-1 with List-IT and select the
correct answer using the code given below
the lists:

List - I (Valley) | List-II (State)
A. | Markha Valley | 1. Sikkim
B. | Dzukou Valley |2 Himachal
Pradesh
C. | Sangla Valley 3. Jammu and
Kashmir
D. | Yumthang 4 Nagaland
Valley
Codes:ABCD
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279.

Consider the following statements:

1.  According to the Census 2001, Kerala
has the smallest gap in male and
female literacy rates among the 28
states of India (Delhi and Pondicherry
not included).

2.  According to the Census 2001,
Rajasthan has literacy rate above the
national average literacy rate

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly
(b) 2only
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(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

Mizoram is the state of smallest gap in male
and female literacy where Kerala has 94.2%
in male and 87.7% in female.

In statement 2 literacy of Rajasthan is 60.4%
where national literacy is 64.8%.

Thus both the statements are not true.

280. According to Census 2001, which one
of the following Indian States has the

maximum population in India after Uttar
Pradesh?

(a) West Bengal

(b) Maharashtra

(c) Bihar

(d) Tamil Nadu
Explanation : (B)

According to 2001 census Maharashtra had
the maximum population in India after
Uttar Pradesh.

2007

281. Match List-I with List-II and select the
correct answer using the code given below

the lists:
List-1 (Town) List-II (River
Nearer to it)
A. Betul 1. Indravati
B. Jagdalpur 2. Narmada
C Jabalpur 3. Shipra
D. Ujjain 4. Tapti
(a) 1423
(b) 4123
() 4132
(d 1432

Explanation : (B)

The correct match is :

A. Betul : Tapti

B. Jagdalpur : Indravati
C. Jabalpur : Narmada

D. Ujjain : Shipra

Download | p.  swm @ :
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 64

282.

Q.Which one of the following National
Highways passes through Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh and Orissa?

(a) NH4
(b) NHS5
(c) NHe6
(d) NH7

Explanation : (C)

National Highway 6 (NH 6), is a National
Highway in Odisha, Jharkhand and West
Bengal state in India.

283.

Consider the following statements:

1. Balaghat is known for its diamond
mines.

2 Majhgawan is known for its
manganese deposits.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(¢) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

Balaghat is known for Manganese mines.
Bharveli mines of Manganese are very
famous in Balaghat, not only for its
Manganese production but also for tourism
as the Manganese mines in this district is
deepest in the world and surrounded by
magnificent hills. Majhgawan is located in
Panna district of Madhya Pradesh, the only
diamond producing district of the country.

Majhgawan is located geographically
almost attached with Panna Tiger Reserve
causing ecological problems in the Tiger
Sanctuary.

284.

In which one of the following districts,
have large reserves of diamond-bearing
kimberlite been discovered in the recent
past?

(a) Hoshangabad

(b) Raipur

(c) Sambalpur

(d) Warangal
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Explanation : (B)

Raipur the capital city of the state of
Chbhattisgarh, India. In the recent past, large
reserves of diamond-bearing kimberlite
have been discovered here.

285. Which one of the following rivers
originates at Amarkantak ?

(a) Damodar
(b) Mahanadi
(c) Narmada
(d) Tapti
Explanation : (C)

The Narmada originates in Amarkantak,
the highest peak of the Vindhyachal Range,
it flows westward through Madhya Pradesh
including Hoshangabad and Gujarat before
finally ending its journey in the Gulf of
Khambat

286. Which one among the following States
of India has the lowest density of
population?

(a) Himachal Pradesh
(b) Meghalaya

(¢) Arunachal Pradesh
(d) Sikkim

Explanation : (C)

According to the census of 2001, the state
with the lowest population density is
Arunachal Pradesh and the Union Territory
with the lowest density of population is
Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

287. Out of the four southern States: Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, which shares boundaries with the
maximum number of Indian States?

(a) Andhra Pradesh only
(b) Karnataka only

(c) Each of Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka

(d) Each of Tamil Nadu and Kerala
Explanation : (C)

After the formation of Telangana the
distribution of boundaries are as follows
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: Andra Pradesh share boundary with
Odisha, Chbhattisgarh, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka. Karnataka share
boundary with Maharashtra, Goa, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.

Kerala share boundary with Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. Tamil Nadu
share boundary with Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Kerala and Puducherry

288.

Dalbergia species is associated with
which one of the following?

(a) Cashew nut
(b) Coftee

(c) Tea

(d) Rosewood

Explanation : (D)

Indian Rosewood is popularly known as
Dalbergia.

289.

Where were Shevaroy Hills located?

(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Karnataka

(c) Kerla

(d) Tamil Nadu

Explanation : (D)

The Shevaroy Hills, are a towering
mountain range near the town of Salem, in
Tamil Nadu state, southern India. It is one
of the major hill stations in Tamil Nadu, in
the Eastern Ghats,

290.

In which State is the Guru Shikhar Peak
located?

(a) Rajasthan

(b) Gujarat

(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Maharashtra

Explanation: (A)

Guru Shikhar, a peak in the Arbuda
Mountains of Rajasthan, is the highest
point of the Aravalli Range. It rises to an
elevation of 1,722 meters
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291.

Assertion (A) : River Kalinadi is an east
flowing river in the southern part of India.

Reason (R) : The Deccan Plateau is higher
along its western edge and gently slopes
towards the Bay of Bengal in the east.

(a) Both A and R are individually true

and R is the correct explanation of A.

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of
A.

(¢) AisTruebut R is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (D)

Kalinadi (kali) originates in the village
of Kushawali and flows west through
marshland to join the Arabian Sea near
the town of Karwar. The Deccan Plateau
is higher along its western edge and gently
slopes towards the Bay of Bengal in the
east. Hence, the Assertion is false but the
Reason is true.

292.

Which one of the following is the correct
sequence in the decreasing order of
production (in million tonnes) of the
given foodgrains in India?

(a) Wheat - Rice - Pulses - Coarse cereals
(b) Rice - Wheat - Pulses - Coarse cereals
(c) Wheat - Rice - Coarse cereals - Pulses

Rice - Wheat - Coarse cereals - Pulses

(d)

Explanation : (D)

According to a data available with the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR); Rice 114 mt Wheat-98mt Coarse
cereals 51mt Pulses-22mt

2008

293.

In which one of the following states are
Namchik- Namphuk located?

(a) Arunachal Pradesh
(b) Meghalaya

(c) Manipur

(d) Mizoram

Explanation : (A)
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The Namchik-Namphuk coalfields are
located in Arunachal Pradesh, a state in
northeast India.

The Namchik-Namphuk coalfields are one
of the state’s major coal deposits.

294.

In India, How many States share the
coastline?

(@) 7
(b) 8
(o 9
(d) 10

Explanation : (C)

Nine states in India share a coastline:
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha, and West Bengal.

295.

With which one of the following rivers is
the Omkareshwar Project associated?

(a) Chambal
(b) Narmada
(c) Tapi

(d) Bhima

Explanation : (B)

The Omkareshwar Dam is a gravity dam
on the Narmada River just upstream
of Mandhata in Khandwa district,
Madhya Pradesh, India. It is named after
the Omkareshwar temple located just
downstream.

296.

Match List-I with List-11 and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the lists :

List-1 List IT
(Board) (Headquarters)

A. Coffee Board 1. Bangalore
B. Rubber Board 2. Guntur
C. Tea Board 3. Kotayam
D. Tobacco Board | 4. Kolkata

ABCD

(a) 2431

(b) 1342

() 2341

(d 1432
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Explanation : (B) 2. Girma Maharashtra
The correct matching of boards and their 3. Pamba Kerala

headquarters is:

Coftee Board: Bangalore
Rubber Board: Kottayam
Tea Board: Kolkata

Tobacco Board: Guntur

297. Which one of the following rivers is the

Tehri Hydropower Complex located?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Alaknanda
Bhagirathi
Dhauliganga
Mandakini

Explanation : (B)

The Tehri Hydropower Complex (THPC)
is located on the Bhagirathi River in
Uttarakhand, India. The Bhagirathi is a
tributary of the Ganges River.

298.

Which of the following minerals are
found in a natural way in the State of
Chhattisgarh?

1.  Bauxite
2.  Dolomite
3. Iron ore
4. Tin

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(a) 1,2,3and4 only
(b) 3only

(c)
(d)

2 only
1 only

Explanation : (A)

All of the following are found in the state
of Chhattisgarh in natural way : Iron Ore,
Bauxite, Limestone, Dolomite, Coal, Tin,
Ore, Corundum.

299.

Which of the following pairs are correctly
matched?

State
Gujarat

Irrigation Project

1. Damanganga
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Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(a) 1and2only
(b) 2and 3 only
(c) land3only
(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (D)

All the following pairs are correctly
matched with Irrigation Project - State:

Damanganga - Gujarat
Girna - Maharashtra
Pamba - Kerala

300.

Which of the following pairs are-correctly
matched?

Waterfall River
1. Kapildhara Falls Godavari
2. Jog Falls Sharavati
3. Sivasamudram Falls Cauvery

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(a) land2only
(b) 2and 3 only
() 1land3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (B)

The correct match is following :

1.  Kapildhara Falls : Narmada

2. JogFalls : Sharavati

3.  Sivasamudram Falls : Cauvery
Kapildhara waterfall is located in the
Amarkantak district of the central Indian

state of Madhya Pradesh. It lies at a distance
of 6 kilometres from the Narmada Kund.

301. Which two countries follow China and

India in the decreasing order of their
populations?

(a) Brazil and USA
(b) USA and Indonesia
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(c) Canada and Malaysia
(d) Russia and Nigeria

Explanation : (B)

The USA and Indonesia are in 3rd and 4th
positions in world population following
China and India

302.

Which of the following pairs in respect of
current power generation in India is/are
correctly matched? (Rounded Figure)

1. Installed electricity
capacity : 100000 MW

2. Electricity generation :
kWh

Select the correct answer using the code
given below: Code:

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

generation

660 billion

1 only

2 only

Both 1 and 2
Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (B)

The utility electricity sector in India had an
installed capacity of 303 GW as of 2016.

Renewable Power plants constitute 28% of
total installed capacity and Non- Renewable
Power Plants constitute the remaining 72%.

303.

Which of the following are among the
million-plus cities in India on the basis of
data of the Census, 2001?

1. Ludhiana
2. Kochi

3. Surat

4. Nagpur

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(a) 1,2and3only
(b) 2,3 and4 only
(c) 1and4only
(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (D)
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According to Census 2001, all are million
plus cities in India.

304. Amongst the following States, which

one has the highest percentage of rural
population (on the basis of the Census,
2001)?

(a) Himachal Pradesh
(b) Bihar

(c) Orissa

(d) Uttar Pradesh

Explanation : (A)

The state with the highest percentage of
rural population to its total population,
according to the Census of 2001, is
Himachal Pradesh..

305.

Consider the following statements:

1.  Chikmagalur is well-known for sugar
production.

2.  Mandya is well-known as a coffee-
production region

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(b) Both 1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

Chikmagalur is a town located in the
Chikkamagaluru Indian state of Karnataka.
Located in the foothills of range, the town
with its favorable climate and coffee estates
from around the state. Mandya is also not a
coffee producing area.

306.

Where are Tapovan and Vishnugarh
Hydroelectric Projects located?

(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Uttarakhand

(d) Rajasthan

Explanation : (C)

The Tapovan Vishnugad power plant is
a 520MW run-of river project located on
Dhauliganga River in Chamoli District of
Uttarakhand, India.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

307. Which of the following hills are found
where the Eastern Ghats and the Western
Ghats meet?

(a) Anaimalai Hills

(b) Cardamon Hills

(c) Nilgiri Hills

(d) Shevoroy Hills
Explanation : (C)

Nilgiri Hills : The Nilgiri, are a range of
mountains forming part of the Western
Ghats as well as Eastern Ghats which is
located in the western part of Tamil Nadu,
at the junction of Karnataka and Kerala
states in Southern India

308. Consider the following statements:

Tributary Main River River
1. Chambal Narmada
2. Sone Yamuna
3. Manas Brahmaputra

Which of the pairs given above is/are
correctly matched?

(@) 1,2and3
(b) 1and?2only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d) 3only
Explanation : (D)

The correct match of tributary rivers is :

1. Chambal: Yamuna
2. Sone: Ganges

3. Manas: Brahmaputra

309. Which one among the following major
Indian cities is the most eastward located?

(a) Hyderabad

(b) Bhopal

(c) Lucknow

(d) Benguluru (Bangalore)

Explanation : (C)

Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh, the state capital
is the most eastwardly located among given
options.
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310.

Consider the following statements:

1. There are no east flowing rivers in
Kerala

2. There are no west flowing rivers in
Madhya Pradesh

Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

There are three rivers which arise in Kerala
and flow eastwards, These are Kabani -
Karnataka; Bhavani - Tamil Nadu; Pambar-
Tamil Nadu; Narmada and Tapi, are two
west flowing rivers in Madhya Pradesh.

311.

Consider the following statements:

1. India does not have any deposits of
Thorium

2. Keralas monazite sands contain
Uranium

Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

India has one of the largest reserves of
Thorium in the world. Thorium is found
in Monazites sand of coastal India, most
prominently in Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala coastal regions. Hence,
both statements are incorrect

312.

At which one of the following places
two important rivers of India originate;
while one of them flows towards north
and merges with another important river
flowing towards Bay of Bengal, the other
one flow towards Arabian Sea?
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(a) Amarkantak
(b) Badrinath

(c) Mahabaleshwar
(d) Nasik

Explanation: (A)

The place in India where two important
rivers originate and one of them flows
north and merges with another river is
Amarkantak. The rivers are the Narmada
and the Son.

313. Which one of the following rivers does
not originate in India?

(a) Beas
(b) Chenab
(c) Ravi
(d) Sutlej

Explanation : (D)

The source of the Sutlej is near Lake
Rakshastal in Tibet. From there, under the
Tibetan name Langqén Zangbo (Elephant
River), it flows at first westnorthwest for
about 260 kilometres to the Shipki La pass,
entering India in Himachal Pradesh state

314. Consider the Following statements:

1. Between Census 1951 and Census
2001, the density of the population in
India has increased more than three
times.

2.  Between Census 1951 and Census
2001 the annual growth rate

(exponential) of the population of
India has doubled.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

The rate of population density increase in
India is as follows: Density 1951 - 117 per
sq km 2001 - 324 per sq km.

Thus, the population density hasn't
increased more than three times.
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Annual growth rate in population density :
1951 - 1.25% 2001 - 1.93%

Thus, growth rate has not doubled.

Thus, Neither 1 nor 2 is the correct answer.

315.

In which one of the following places is the
Shompen tribe found?

(a) Nilgiri Hills

(b) Nicobar Islands

(c) Spiti Valley

(d) Lakshadweep Islands

Explanation : (B)

The Shompen or Shom Pen are the
indigenous people of the interior of Great
Nicobar Island, part of the Indian union
territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

316.

The Dul Hasti Power Station is based on
which one of the following rivers?

(a) Beas
(b) Chenab
(c) Ravi
(d) Sutlej

Explanation : (B)

Dul Hasti is a 390 MW hydroelectric power
plant in Kishtwar district of Jammu and
Kashmir, India built by NHPC.

The power plant is the water run-oft-the
river type on the swift-flowing Chenab
River in the Kishtwar region, a rugged,
mountainous section of the Himalayas,
and several hundred kilometers from larger
cities.

317.

In India, the ports are categorized as
major and non major ports. Which one
of the following is a non major port?

(a) Kochi (Cochin)

(b) Dahej

(c) Paradip

(d) New Mangalore

Explanation : (B)

Dahej port is a minor port, strategically
situated on international maritime routes
and provides easy access to the dense
industrial hubs of Gujarat, Maharashtra
and Madhya Pradesh.
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318. Following are the characteristics of area

in India:

Hot and humid climate
Annual rainfall 200 cm

Hill slopes up to an altitude of 1100
metres

4. Annual range of temperature 15°C. to
30°C 4

Which one among the following crops
are you most likely to find in the area
described above?

(@) Mustard
(b) Cotton
(c) Pepper

(d) Virginia tobacco

Explanation : (C)

Pepper is most likely to be found in the area
described above.It is a tropical crop that
grows well in hot and humid conditions
and requires rainfall around 200 cm per
year. The crop can also be grown on slopes
and has a temperature range between
15°C to 40°C. On the other hand, cotton
and Virginia tobacco require a relatively
drier climate and are not suitable for the
given area. Mustard can be grown in such
a climate but is not as commonly found as
pepper. Hence C is correct Answer.

319.

In India, which type of forest among the
following occupies the largest area ?

()
(b)
(c)
(d)

Montane Wet Temperate Forest
Sub-tropical Dry Evergreen Forest
Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest
Tropical Wet Evergreen Forest

Explanation : (C)
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Tropical deciduous forests occur in regions
with heavy rainfall for part of the year
followed by a marked dry season. On the
basis of water availability, it is divided into
two types: tropical dry deciduous and
tropical moist deciduous. The common
trees are Sal, Teak, Sandalwood, Ajun,
Abony, Shisham, Mahua, Amla, Tendu,

Axlewood, Laurel, Palas etc. Hence C is
correct Answer.

320.

Tamil Nadu is a leading producer of mill-
made cotton yarn in the country. What
could be the reason?

1. Black cotton soil is the predomi- nant
type of soil in the State.

2. Rich pool of skilled labour is available.

Which of the above is/are the correct
reasons?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(¢) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (B)

The prominent soil in Tamil Nadu is Red
soil. Hence, statement 1 is incorrect. A rich
pool of skilled labor is available in Tamil
Nadu. Hence, statement 2 is correct. The
predominant soil in Tamil Nadu is red
which supports cotton cultivation and a
rich pool of skilled labour is available in
Tamil Nadu.

Note : Cotton is grown on a variety of soils
ranging from well drained deep alluvial
soils in the northern States to black clayey
soils of varying depth in central region and
in black and mixed black and red soils in
south zone

321.

Rivers that pass through Himchal
Pradesh are

(a) Beasand Chenab only

(b) Beasand Ravi only

(c) Chenab, Ravi and Satluj only

(d) Beas, Chenab, Ravi, Satluyj and

Yamuna

Explanation : (D)

The rivers that pass through Himachal
Pradesh are Beas, Chenab, Ravi, Satluj, and
Yamuna. These are perennial rivers that are
fed by rainfall and snow.

Beas : This river originates from the Pir
Panjal range near the Rohtang pass. It flows
through Himachal Pradesh and Punjab.
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Chenab : The upper catchment of the
Chenab river is in the Lahoul area and Pangi
Tehsil of Chamba District of Himachal
Pradesh. It also passes through Jammu and
Kashmir.

Ravi : This river flows past Lahore in
Pakistan and then debouches into the
Chenab River.

Satluj : River Sutlej originates from
Rakshastal Lake. Rakshastal Lake is located
near Lake Manasarovar and Mount Kailash.

Yamuna : The river Yamuna, a major
tributary of river Ganges, originates from
the Yamunotri glacier near Banderpoonch
peaks in the Mussourie range of the lower
Himalayas. It is one of the major river
basins in Himachal Pradesh.

322.

When you travel in certain parts of India,
you will notice red soil. What is the main
reason for this colour ?

(a) Abundance of magnesium
(b) Accumulated humus

(c) Presence of ferric oxides
(d) Abundance of phosphates

Explanation : (C)
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Red soil in India is red because of the
presence of iron oxide, or ferric oxide, in
the soil. This iron oxide is formed when
iron in rocks and minerals reacts with
water and oxygen.

It is commonly found in warm, humid
climates and is often associated with
deciduous forests. Red soil is a valuable
resource for agriculture, especially for
crops that need a lot of nutrients.

Red soil is found in many parts of India,
including Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and West
Bengal.

323. Which one of the following is the

appropriate reason for considering the
Gondwana rocks as most important of
rock systems of India?

(a) More than 90% of limestone reserves
of India are found in them

(b) More than 90% of India’s coal reserves
are found in them

(¢) More than 90% of fertile black cotton
soils are spread over them

(d) None of the reasons given above is
appropriate in this context

Explanation : (B)

The Gondwana System [derives its name
Gonds, the most primitive people of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh]. The
Gondwana rocks are considered the most
important rock systems of India because
more than 90% of India’s coal reserves are
found in them.

The Gondwana rocks were formed during
the Permian and Triassic periods and are
named after the Gondwana region of central
India. These rocks are mainly composed of
sedimentary rocks, including sandstone,
shale, and limestone, which were formed
from the deposition of organic materials
such as plant debris and animal remains
over millions of years.

324. With reference to, the river Luni, which

one of the following statements is correct?

(a) It flows into Gulf of Khambhat

(b) It flows into Gulf of Kuchchh

(c) It flows into Pakistan and merges with
a tributary of-Indus

(d) It is lost in the marshy land of the
Rann of Kuchchh

Explanation : (D)

The Luni river is lost in the marshy land
of the Rann of Kuchchh. It originates in
the Aravalli range and flows through the
Thar Desert, eventually ending in the
marshy lands of the Rann of Kutch in
Gujarat. Considered a “seasonal river”
and a saltwater river due to high dissolved
mineral content.
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325.

Which one of the following pairs is not
Correctly matched ?

ListI List IT
Dam/Lake River
(a) Govind Sagar Satluj
(b) Kolleru Lake Krishna
(c) Ukai Reservoir Tapi
(d) Wular Lake Jhelum

Explanation : (B)

Govind Sagar- Satluyj
Kolleru Lake- Krishna and Godavari
Ukai Reservoir- Tapi
Waular Lake- Jhelum

Kolleru lake is located between the deltas of
the Krishna and Godavari rivers in Andhra
Pradesh.Thus, B is the correct answer.

326.

If there were no Himalayan ranges,
what would have been the most likely
geographical impact on Isrdia ?

1.  Much ofthe country would experience
the cold waves from Siberia.

2. Indo-gangetic plain would be devoid
of such extensive alluvial soils.

3.  The pattern of monsoon would be
different from what it is at present.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 1and 3 only
(¢c) 2and3only
(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (D)

Cold waves from Siberia:

The Himalayas act as a natural barrier
against cold winds from Central Asia, so
without them, much of India would be
exposed to harsh cold waves.

Alluvial soils: The rivers originating in
the Himalayas carry rich alluvial soil to
the Indo-Gangetic plain, which would
be significantly reduced without the
mountains.
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Monsoon patterns: The Himalayas play
a crucial role in influencing the monsoon
patterns by blocking the monsoon winds
and forcing them to rain over the Indian
subcontinent.

Therefore, all three statements accurately
describe the likely geographical impacts on
India if the Himalayas were not present

327.

The latitudes that pass through Sikkim
also pass through

(a) Rajasthan

(b) Punjab

(c) Himachal Pradesh
(d) Jammu & Kashmir

Explanation : (A)

The 27 Degree latitude passes through
Alwar in Rajasthan and also passes through
Gangtok of Sikkim. So A is the correct
answer

328.

In India, during the last decade the total
cultivated land for which one of the
following crops has remained more or
less stagnant?

(a) Rice
(b) Oilseeds
(c) Pulses

(d) Sugarcane

Explanation : (C)

In India, during the last decade, the total
cultivated land for pulses has remained
more or less stagnant.

India is one of the world ' s largest producers
and consumers of pulses. Pulses are an
important source of protein for a majority
of the Indian population, particularly the
poor.

However, the production of pulses has not

kept pace with the demand, leading to a
rise in their prices.

Despite the increasing demand for pulses,
the total cultivated land for pulses has
remained more or less stagnant in the last
decade.Thus, C is the correct answer.
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1.  The planets nearest to Sun are

(a) Mercury and Mars
(b) Earth and Mercury
(c) Mercury and Venus
(d) Mercury and Uranus

Explanation : (C)

Mercury and Venus are two planets nearest
to the Sun. The order of the planets, starting
nearest the sun and Mercury, Venus, Earth,
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Uranus, Neptune.

2. You are asked to import ostrich, platypus
and koala bear. Which country would you
select to go where you get all these three?

(a) Japan

(b) Australia

(c) New Zealand
(d) Canada

Explanation : (B)

Ostrich, Platypus and Koala bear all three
are found in Australia.

3.  ‘Golan heights’ belonging to country ‘A’
were captured by a country ‘B. Which of
the following are “A” and “B” respectively?

(a) Syria and Israel
(b) Israel and Syria
(c) Syria and Egypt
(d) Egyptand Israel
Explanation : (B)

The Golan Heights, arocky plateau in south-
western Syria, size. Due to its enormous
strategic and political significance, and
Syria.

4. Richter scale is used to measure

(a) Earthquakes
(b) Ocean depth
(c) Intensity of wind

(d) Temperature of the body
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Explanation : (A)

Richter scaleis used to measure earthquakes
using Sesimograph.

1980

What is a continental shelf?

(a) Itisa part of the ocean which is really
an extension of the land mass, but
submerged

(b) It is that part where the ocean
commences

(c¢) TItis aland mass which is surrounded
by water on all sides

(d) It is a part of the continent that is
submerged in relatively shallow sea

Explanation : (D)

Continental Shelf is a part of the continent
that is submerged in relatively shallow
sea. It is the area of seabed around a large
land mass where the sea is relatively shelf
is geologically part of the continental crust.

In which type of rocks, fossils are more
abundantly found?

(a) Igneous

(b) Metamorphic
(c) Sedimentary
(d) None of these

Explanation : (C)

In sedimentary rocks, fossils are found
abundantly. These rocks formed by
sedimentation such that the remains of past
life gets buried in the depositing sediments.
Later, as these sediments compress, the
remains turn into fossils.

International date line

(a) Roughly corresponds to 180th
meridian, the regions which are
counted as being one day earlier in
their than regions to the West

(b) Roughly corresponds to 180th
meridian, the region which are
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counted as being one day earlier in
their than regions to the east
(c) Roughly corresponds to 90th
meridian which falls side of the
Greenwich meridian
(d) Roughly corresponds to 135th
meridian which falls side of the

Greenwich meridian

Explanation: (A)

The International Date Line (IDL) roughly
corresponds to the 180th meridian of
longitude. The IDL is an imaginary line that
runs from the North Pole to the South Pole,
marking the transition from one calendar
day to the next.

The IDL is the line where the date changes
by one day.

When crossing the IDL from west to east,
the date moves forward by one day.

When crossing the IDL from east to west,
the date moves backward by one day.

The IDL is not a straight line, but follows
political boundaries and geographical
considerations.

The IDL was established in 1884 and runs
through the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

A narrow strip of land, bordered on
both sides by water, connecting to larger

bodies of land is called
(@) Dune

(b) Equinox

(c) Isthmus

(d) Strait

Explanation : (C)

A narrow piece of land that connects two
landmasses is known as an isthmus.

It is generally surrounded by water bodies
on two of its sides.

Best examples : Isthmus of Panama,
joining the two Americas and Separating
the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. Isthmus of
Gibraltar, joining Gibraltar to Spain.

Doldrums refer to

(a) Abeltof calm and light variable winds
near the equator
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(b)

A particular area in the centre of the
Pacific Ocean

(c) The region of the upper atmosphere
extending upward from the
tropopause to about 20 kms above the

earth
(d) None of these

Explanation : (A)

Doldrums is a belt of calm and light variable
winds near the equator.

Doldrums, also called equatorial calms,
equatorial regions of light ocean currents
and winds within the intertropical
convergence zone (ITCZ), a belt of
converging winds and rising air encircling
Earth near the Equator.

10.

Heavy rainfall affects soil by

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Increasing its acidity
Increasing its alkalinity
Reducing its fertility
None of these

Explanation : (A)

Heavy rainfall causesleaching and therefore
removes the salts in the soil which balances
the soil acidity.

Hence, in case of heavy rainfall, the acidity
of soil increases and so also its salinity.

11.

When it is 8 A.M. on Wednesday of
Greenwich

(a) It is 10:30 PM. on Wednesday at
London

(b) It is 6:15 A.M. on Tuesday at New
York

(c) Itis 3:00 PM. on Wednesday at Hong
Kong

(d) Itis 5:00 PM. on Wednesday at Tokyo

Explanation : (D)

When it is 8 AM on Wednesday in
Greenwich, it is 5 PM on Wednesday in
Tokyo. Tokyo is nine hours ahead of GMT.

12.

The rising of evening star Venus indicates

(a) South Pole
(b) North Pole
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(c) East
(d) West

Explanation : (D)

The Venus rises in the west and sets in the
east thus, the rising of evening star would
indicate west pole.

The orbit of Venus is inside the orbit of
Earth. Unlike the outer planets, Venus is
always relatively close to the Sun in the sky.

13. Pampas are the vast grassy plains of

(@) South America

(b) North America

(c) Africa

(d) Eurasia
Explanation: (A)

The Pampas are fertile South American
lowlands.

1981

14. U.S.A. found rings around which planet?

(a) Venus
(b) Jupiter
(c) Mars
(d) Pluto

Explanation : (B)

The USA has found rings around the planet
of Jupiter. Four of the planets in the Solar
System have rings. They are the four giant

gas planets :

1.  Jupiter

2 Saturn

3.  Uranus,
4.  Neptune.

15. When a person moves from poles to the
equator, the population of plants and
animals will

(a) Increase
(b) Decrease
(c) Remain unchanged

(d) Not show any consistent behavior

Explanation: (A)
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Poles have harsh climatic conditions like
severe cold, less availability of drinking
water, etc. which makes survival tough
there.

Hence, when a person moves from equator
to poles, he finds less biodiversity and
reverse is observed if a person moves from
poles to equator.

16. Which of the following statements is
correct?

(a) Fossil I is heavier than fossil II
(b) Fossil II is heavier than fossil I
(c) Fossil Iis older than fossil IT
(d) Fossil II is older than fossil I

Explanation : (D)
Fossil II is older or more primitive than
Fossil I.

It’s because the Fossil-II in the lower layer
has undergone the sedimentation than
Fossil-I.

17. Earthquakes are caused due to

(a) Volcanic eruptions

(b) Landslides

(c) cyclones

(d) Movement of a part of earth’s surface
on account of the faulting of rocks

Explanation : (D)

Earthquakes occur when there is sudden
movement of rocks called tectonic plates
beneath the surface, which is called
“Faulting of rocks”.

18. Why US.S.R. has many local time
differences?

(a) Because of long east-west stretches
(b) Because north-south stretch is more

(c) Because it covers two continents

(d) Because of large differences in climate
Explanation : (A)

The Soviet Union (USSR) had many local
time differences because of its long east-
west stretches.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

Large countries like the USSR have many
time zones because of their vastlongitudinal
extent.

Each time zone covers about 15° of
longitude.

The USSR had 11 time zones to cover 165°
of longitudinal extent.

19.

Different seasons are formed because

(a) Sun is moving around the earth

(b) Of revolution of the earth around the
sun on its orbit

(c) ofrotation of the earth around its axis
(d) All of the above

Explanation : (B)

The earth’s axis is tilted about degrees and
rotates on the same tilt, so the Earth is never
straight up and down compared to the Sun.
When it is summer in North America that
is because the North Pole and the rest of the
Northern Hemisphere are pointing toward
the Sun and Southern Hemisphere is
pointing away to experience winter season.

20.

Forests help in

(a) Soil erosion

(b) Soil protection

(c) Depleting the soil of its moisture
(d) All of the above

Explanation : (B)

Forests does not aid in soil erosion but
prevent it. Infact they help to protect it to
great extent. Forest is often considered as
great means to protect soil and conserve it

21.

What are the grasslands of South America
called?

(a) Stepes
(b) Prairies
(c) Pampas

(d) Savanna

Explanation : (C)

The grasslands of South America are called
Pampas. The Pampas are fertile grasslands
that cover more than 1,200,000 square
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kilometers. They include the Argentine
provinces of Buenos Aires, La Pampa,
Santa Fe, Entre Rios, and Cdrdoba; all of
Uruguay; and Brazil's southernmost state,
Rio Grande do Sul.

The Pampas are similar to the North
American prairie and are among the
chief agricultural areas of South America.
In addition to cattle grazing and wheat
farming, Argentina also has vineyards in
the Pampas.

The Pampas are home to many animals,
including burrowing owls, pampa deer,
gray fox, and guanacos.

Steppe grasslands are found in Eastern
Europe and Central Asia, and neighboring
countries. This region is often referred to as
“the Great Steppe”. It stretches from Ukraine
in the west through Russia, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan to the Altai,
Koppet Dag, and Tian Shan ranges in
China.

Prairies are grasslands found in North
America, including parts of the United
States, Canada, and Mexico.

Savanna grasslands are found in Africa,
Asia, Europe, Australia, and South America.
They are located within 30 degrees of the
equator and are often found between
tropical rain forests and deserts.

Savannas are grasslands with scattered
trees. They cover about 20% of the Earth’s
land area. Savannas are mostly located in
areas with warm to hot climates.

22.

There are two places P and Q. The
longitudes of P and Q are 45° E and 60°W
respectively. What will be the difference
in their local times?

(a) 7 hours
(b) 6hours

(¢) 3.5hours

(d) Both places will have the same local
time

Explanation : (A)

The Correct Answer is (A)
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23.

Why is there a severe difference in the
climates of Northern and Southern
Hemisphere?

(a) Due to rotation of the earth around its
axis

(b) Due to revolution of the earth around
the sun of its orbit

(c) Both of the above

(d) None of the above

Explanation : (C)

The Correct answer is both A and B.
There are several reasons for the difference
in the climates of Northern and southern
hemisphere. These are rotation of the earth
around its axis and the revolution of the
earth around the sun of its orbit.

The biggest factor in differences in the
climate in the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres has to do with the distribution
ofland vs. ocean. The Northern Hemisphere
has much more of Earths land masses,
while the Southern Hemisphere has a larger
fraction of ocean..

24.

Humidity of the air
(a) Increases with the increase in
atmospheric temperature

(b) Decreases with the increase in
atmospheric temperature

(c) is not affected by the change in
atmospheric temperature

(d) Does not show any
behaviour with the
atmospheric temperature

consistent
change in

Explanation: (A)

Temperature is directly proportional to
humidity of air. The more temperature of
an air is, the more humidity it would have
provided that the soil is wet such as in
coastal areas. Hence, the correct answer is

« _»
a.

25.

Himalayan rivers are perennial because

(a) They flow from inexhaustible springs
in the Himalayas

(b) They are fed in summer by melting
snow of Himalayas
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(c) There is continuous rain throughout
the year in the catchment areas

(d) None of the above

Explanation : (B)

Himalayan rivers are perennial because
they are fed in summer by melting snow of
their originating glacier. They pass through
the regions which witnesses relatively low
rainfall still they are perennial because
glaciers continue feeding them throughout
the year.

1982

26.

“Mulching” the soil is a process whereby

(a) Big pieces of soil are broken down
into smaller pieces

(b) The field is irrigated at regular
intervals

(c) Transplanting of seedlings take place

(d) Litters are used to prevent erosion
and evaporation

Explanation : (D)

Mulching is a soil amendment technique
that involves covering the topsoil with
plant material. The purpose of mulching is
to keep the soil covered while farming.

Mulching can:

1. Protect the soil: Mulch protects the
soil and returns nutrients to it as it
breaks down.

2. Enbance soil organisms: A mulch
cover enhances the activity of soil

organisms such as earthworms.

3. Prevent erosion: Mulching can
prevent erosion and sometimes enrich
the soil.

4. Protect roots: Mulching can protect
the roots of plants from heat, cold, or
drought.

5. Keep fruit clean: Mulching can keep
fruit clean.

Organic mulch includes:

Compost, Grass clippings, Wood chips,
Shredded bark, Straw, Pine needles.
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Inorganic mulch includes: Black plastic,
Geotextiles, Landscape fibers.

27.

The tropical deciduous trees shed their
leaves in summer

(a) Leaves get dried up due to the
excessive heat

(b) To prevent excessive loss of water
through transpiration

(c) Because rainfall is inadequate
(d) Days are longer

Explanation: (A)

Tropical deciduous trees shed their leaves
in order to minimize the water loss to
excessive heat. Many types of trees shed
their leaves as a strategy to survive harsh
weather conditions.

In temperate forests across the Northern
Hemisphere, trees shed their leaves during
autumn as cold weather approaches. In
tropical and subtropical forests, trees shed
their leaves at the onset of the dry season.

Trees that lose all of their leaves for part
of the year are known as deciduous trees.
Those that don’t are called evergreen trees.

28.

Flame of the forest is

(a) A tree blossomed with flowers like
flame in leafless season

(b) Fire developed in the forest due to
strong wind

() A lady who worked for the
development of the forests

(d) An insect which glows like a flame in
the forest

Explanation: (A)

Flame tree is a common name used in
various parts of the world to refer to several
different species of tree which easily catch
fire during the course of lightning.

29.

The purest form of water is obtained from

(a) A deep tube well
(b) A running stream
(c) Hot water spring
(d) Heavy rains
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Explanation : (D)

Rain water is considered the purest form
of water. Impurities and salts present in
water on earth are left behind during
vapourisation by the sun.

However, the rain water we receive on earth
is not necessarily pure, as it initially brings
down impurities and particles present in
the atmosphere along with it but rain water
after prolonged rains is more pure.

30.

Contour bunding is used

(a) To stop the winds in sandy deserts
(b) To irrigate desert areas

(c) To prevent erosion in hilly areas
(d) None of the above

Explanation : (C)

Contour ploughing or contour farming
or Contour bunding (step farming) is
the farming practice of ploughing and/
or planting across a slope following its
elevation contour lines. It is practiced in
hilly areas in order to minimize the soil
erosion impacts by downward flowing
water.

31.

The conclusion that Asia and Africahad a
single landmass is provided by

(a) The deserts in Asia and Africa

(b) The similarity in climate of certain
regions of Asia and Africa

(c) 'The finding of same type of fossil in
both the regions

(d) All of these

Explanation : (D)

All of these provide clues about the
similarity between two land masses of
Africa and Asia.

32.

Plankton refers to

(a) Akind of fish
(b) A submerged platform in waters

(c) Drifting of organisms in a body of
water

(d) A kind of animal living under water

Explanation : (C)
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Plankton are a diverse group of organisms
that live in water column of large bodies
of water and that cannot swim against a
current.

They provide a crucial source food to many
large aquatic organisms, such as fish and
whales. Plankton being weak, non-motile
exist in drafting state.

Theyinclude mostly unicellular pro caryotes
like bacteria and Eukayotos like algae,
protozoa, diatoms and dino flagellates.

1983

33.

Which of the following is not favourable
for the formation of deltas?

(a) Calm winds
(b) Currents and tides
(c) Sheltered coast

(d) No large lakes in the river course

Explanation : (B)

Currents and Tides are not helpful in
delta formation : Most of deltas end up
forming estuaries where sea water and
fresh water of rivers mix together. High
tides can prevent formation of delta as low
tide following high tide will not support its
formation.

1984

34.

What does “Roaring Forties” refer to?

(a) The tract of stormy westerly winds
between latitudes 20-30°S

(b) Whirl winds caused in Atlantic Ocean
(c) The region between latitude 40° and
50°S, where the prevailing westerly

winds blow over the open oceans with
great regularity and strength

(d) None of these

Explanation : (C)

Roaring forties, areas between latitudes 40°
and 50° south in the Southern Hemisphere,
where the prevailing winds blow
persistently from the west. The roaring
forties have strong, often gale- force, winds
throughout the year. They were named by
the sailors who first entered these latitudes.
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35.

Grenada is situated in

(a) Pacific Ocean

(b) Indian Ocean

(c) Caribbean Sea

(d) Mediterranean Sea

Explanation : (C)

The three islands of Grenada are located
in the Eastern Caribbean at the southern
extremity of the Windward islands, only
miles north of Venezuela. To the north
lie St. Vincent and the Grenadines, to the
south Trinidad and Tobago.

36. The North Atlantic Sea route is regarded
as an important international trade route
because
(a) Itis the oldest sea route
(b) It connects two industrially developed

parts of the world
(c) Trade winds will help the shipping
(d) There are lesser number of sea storms
in this water way
Explanation : (B)
North Atlantic Sea route is regarded as an
important international trade route because
it connects two industrially developed
world UK. and USA
1985
37. Match the following:
A. | Argentite 1. | Copper
B. | Bauxite 2. | Iron
C. |Haematite 3. | Aluminium
D. | Cuprite 4. | Silver
Codes:ABCD
(a) 4321
(b) 1432
() 2143
(d 1234

Explanation : (A)

The Correct Answer is (A)
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Silver is extracted from the ore-argentite.
The process of extraction of silver is called
as cyanide process as sodium cyanide
solution is used.

*  Bauxiteis primarily comprised of aluminum
oxide compounds.

. Haematite ore is mined as the main ore of
iron.

. Cuprite is an oxide mineral composed of
copper oxide Cu20, and is a minor ore of
copper.

38. Trade winds are caused by the

(a) Revolution of the earth
(b) Rotation of the earth

(c) In flowing movement of air along the
earth’s surface towards the equator

(d) None of the above
Explanation : (C)

The Trade winds are caused by Inflowing
movement of air along the earth’s surface
towards the equator. Trade wind, persistent
wind that blows westward and toward the
Equator from the subtropical high-pressure
belts toward the intertropical convergence
zone (ITCZ).

*  Trade winds are caused by hot air rising at
the Equator and the consequent movement
of air from north and south to take its place.

39. Which of the following pairs is correct?
City - River
(a) Baghdad - Tigris
(b) Bonn- Danube
(c) Rome-Seine
(d) Paris-Tiber

Explanation: (A)

. Baghdad lies on bank of river Tigris. Bonn,
a city in West Germany on the bank river
Rhine. Rome in central Italy is located on

river Tiber and Paris in France on river
Seine. Hence option (a) incorrect.

40. Which of the following statements is
correct?

(a) Northern Ireland is included in UK
and Southern Ireland is sovereign
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independent, democratic republic

(b) Southern Ireland is included in UK
and Northern Ireland is a sovereign
independent, democratic republic

(c) Both are sovereign, independent,
democratic below republics

(d) Both are included in UK

Explanation : (A)

Northern Ireland is included in UK, and
Southern Ireland is sovereign independent,
democratic republic. Hence, A is the
correct statement.

41.

Ursa Minor is

(a) 'The name of an island
(b) The name of a satellite

(c) A group of stars that form the
Little Dipper in the most northern
constellation

(d) The name of a disease in U.S.A.

Explanation : (C)

Ursa Minor, also known as the Little Bear, is
a constellation of stars in the Northern Sky.
It is used as an indicative sign for locating
Pole star”.

42,

Diego Garcia is

(a) An American military air base in the
Indian force, Ocean

(b) U.K. Navy base in the Pacific Ocean

(c) Anisland in Antarctica

(d) None of the above

Explanation : (A)

Diego Garcia is a military base in the Indian
Ocean that is leased to the United States
Navy from the British Ministry of Defence.
It is located on the island of Diego Garcia,
which is part of the British Indian Ocean
Territory.

The UK government forcibly removed the
island’s native inhabitants in the 1960s. The
US Navy has leased the island since the
1970s.
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43. Isohyets are the lines drawn on a map
connecting points having

(a) Equal temperature

(b) Equal height

(c) Equal atmospheric pressure
(d) Equal rainfall

Explanation : (D)

Isohyets are lines on a map connecting
points having the same amount of rainfall
in a given period.

44. Match the columns :

A. Magnesium 1. Mantle

B. Upper layer of the earth’s | 2. Sima
crust

C. Light rocks of the|3. Bill
lithosphere

D. Small Peninsula 4. Sial

Select the correct answer from the codes

given below:
ABCD

(a) 2341
(b) 3214
(c) 1342
(d) 2413

Explanation : (D)

The Correct Answeris2413

. Sima is the earth’s crusts lower layer and
contains rocks with an abundance of
magnesium silicate minerals, the word
Sima is an amalgam of the first two letters
of Magnesium and Silica.

. In geology, the term ‘sial’ refers to the
composition of the upper layer of the Earth’s
crust, namely rocks rich in silicates and
aluminum minerals. As these elements are
less dense than the majority of the earth’s
elements, they tend to be concentrated in
the upper layer of the crust.

The crust and the upper layer of the mantle
together make up azone of rigid, brittle rock
called the Lithosphere. The layer below the
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rigid lithosphere is a zone of asphalt-like
consistency called the Asthenosphere. The
asthenosphere is the part of the mantle that
flows and moves the plates of the Earth.

A peninsula is a landform surrounded by
water on the majority of its border while
being connected to a mainland from which
it extends. Peninsulas are not always named
as such; one can also be a headland, cape,
island promontory, bill, point, fork, or spit.

45.

Match the columns :

List-1 List-11
A.Southeastern 1. Florida current
coast of U.S.A.
B.West coast of 2. Kuroshio current
South Africa
C.Southwestern 3. Beneguella
coast of South current
America
D.Southeastern 4, Peruvian current
coast of Japan

Select the correct answer from the codes
iven

ABCD

(a) 2341
(b) 1342
() 1432
(d 2431

Explanation : (B)

The Florida Current is a thermal ocean
current that flows from the Straits of Florida
around the Florida Peninsula and along
the southeastern coast of the United States
before joining the Gulf Stream Current near
Cape Hatteras. Its contributing currents are
the Loop Current and the Antilles Current.

The Benguela Current is a cold, wide
current that flows northwards along the
west coast of southern Africa. It is an
Eastern Boundary Current and forms the
eastern flank of the South Atlantic Gyre The
ocean current “begins” roughly where the
eastward-flowing South Atlantic Current
swings northward at the Agulhas.
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The Peruvian Current, also called the
Humboldt Current, is a cold, low-salinity
ocean current that flows north along the
western coast of South America. It is an
eastern boundary current flowing in the
direction of the equator, and extends 500-
1,000 km (310-620 mi) offshore.

The Kuroshio a warm northeasterly ocean
current off the coast of JAPAN. This current
is also called the gulf stream of the Pacific
or Japan Current. Kuroshio means “the
black stream” in Japanese, named after the
deep ultramarine color of the high salinity
water, which is found flowing north of the
current’s axis.

1986

46.

Pumice is derived from

(a) Volcanic rock

(b) Sedimentary rock
(c) Igneous rock

(d) Acidlava

Explanation : (C)

Pumice is derived from the igneous rocks
only, Hence, (C) is the correct answer.

Pumice is a light colored, extremely porous
igneous rock that forms during explosive
volcanic eruptions. It is used as aggregate
in lightweight concrete, as landscaping
aggregate, and as an abrasive in a variety of
industrial and consumer products.

Explanation : (D)

The Correct Answeris (D)2 34 1.

The official language of Namibia is English,
although this has only been the case since
independence in 1990.

Ambharic is one of the Ethiopian Semitic
languages, which are a subgrouping within
the Semitic branch of the Afroasiatic
languages.

Swahili is a Bantu language spoken in
Tanzania, Burundi, Congo (Kinshasa)

Kenya, Mayotte, Mozambique, Oman,
Rwanda, Somalia, South Africa, and
Uganda.

Hebrew is a Northwest Semitic language
native to Israel; the modern version of
which is spoken by over 9 million people
worldwide.

48.

Mean Sea Level (MSL) is the

(a) Average level of the sea
(b) Height of water above ground level
(c) Average height of waves

None of the above

(d)

Explanation : (A)

Sea level is generally used to refer to mean
sea level (MSL), an average level for the
surface of one or more of Earth’s oceans
from which heights such as elevations may
be measured

47.

Match the columns:

A. |English 1. Israel
B. [Ambharic 2. Namibia
C. | Swahili 3. Ethiopia
D. | Hebrew 4. Kenya

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

ABCD

(a) 3412
(b) 4123
() 2413
(d 2341
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49.

Match the columns:

A | Australia 1 |Pretoria
B. [Canada 2 | Riyadh
C. |[South Africa 3. | Canberra
D. |Saudi Arabia 4. | Ottawa

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

ABCD

(a) 2413
(b) 3412
() 4312
(d) 3421
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Explanation : (B)

The Correct Answer is (B) 341 2.

Pretoria is an administrative capital of
South Africa.

Riyadh is the capital of Saudi Arabia and
Riyadh Province. It is the largest city in
Saudi Arabia and one of the most populated
cities in the Arab world.

Canberra is the capital city of Australia.
Founded following the federation of
the colonies of Australia as the seat of
government for the new nation.

Ottawa is the capital city of Canada. It
stands on the south bank of the Ottawa
River in the eastern portion of southern
Ontario.

50.

Massive deforestation causes

(a) Soil erosion
(b) Famine
(c) Floods

(d) None of these

Explanation: (A)

Deforestation has many negative effects
on the environment. The most dramatic
impact is exacerbated rate of soil erosion.

The loss of trees, which anchor the soil
with their roots, cause widespread erosion
throughout the tropics. Only a minority of
areas have good soils, which after clearing
are quickly washed away by the heavy rains.

51.

High tides at antipodes are caused due to

(a)

Gravitational pull of the moon and

the sun

(b) Gravitational pull of the sun

(c) Centrifugal, centripetal and
gravitational pull of the sun

(d) Centrifugal, centripetal and
gravitational pull of the sun and the
moon

Explanation : (A)

Tides are a result of gravitational pull by
both Sun and Moon, but the pull exerted
by Sun is apparently weak. This is because
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of the larger distance as the gravitational
force is inversely proportional to the square
of the distance.

52.

At a certain place, the Greenwich Mean
Time is ahead place is located

(a) 180°W of GMT
(b) 180° E of GMT
(¢) 90°W of GMT
(d) 90°E of GMT

Explanation : (A)

A traveler going eastwards gains time from
Greenwich until he reaches the meridian
180°E, when he will be 12 hours ahead of
G.M.T.

A traveler crossing the date line from east
to west loses a day and while crossing the
dateline from west to east he gains a day.

53.

Which of the following is the correct
order of increasing size of the grains of
soil particles?

A.  Clay

B. Silt

C. Sand

D. Gravel

(a) ABCD
(b) D,C,A,B
(c) B,C,A,D
(d CD,B A

Explanation : (A)

The right order of the increasing size of soil

particle is-

1.  Clay - Itis the finest of all the particles
then

2. slit - It has slightly larger particles
than clay.

3. Sand - It has bigger particles and

4.  gravel has the largest particle size.

So the correct order is Clay < Silt < Sand
< Gravel

54.

Extrusive (Intrusive) rocks are forms of

(a)
(b) Sedimentary rocks

Igneous rocks
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(c) Metamorphic rocks
(d) None of the above

Explanation: (A)

Extrusive and Intrusive rock systems are
form of igneous rock system.

»  Igneous rocks are formed from the
solidification of molten rock material
(lawa).

There are two basic types :

*  Intrusive igneous rocks crystallize below
Earth’s surface, and the slow cooling that
occurs there allows large crystals to form.
Examples of intrusive igneous rocks are
diorite, gabbro, granite, pegmatite, and
peridotite.

*  Extrusive igneous rocks erupt onto the
surface, where they cool quickly to form
small crystals. Some cool so quickly that
they form an amorphous glass. These rocks
include andesite, basalt, obsidian, pumice,
rhyolite, scoria, and tuff.

55. Which of the following two continents
are just like the each other?

(a) South America and Africa
(b) South America and North America
(¢) South America and Australia

(d) Europe and Asia
Explanation : (A)

. South America and Africa are the two
continents that are most similar in shape,
with the coastlines of eastern South America
and western Africa fitting together well.

The coastlines of the two continents match
best when aligned at a depth of 1,000 meters
below the current sea level.

56. The shape of the Himalayas is like

(a) Anarc
(b) A curvilinear straight line
(c) A straightline
(d) Aright angle
Explanation : (D)

»  The Himalayas are very pointy, sharp,
Jagged. This is from the years of ice
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dropping from the top slopes, carving the
rock into shape. The mountains look like
pyramids, triangles or sharp rocks.

57.

Which of the following terms is used to
denote the heavy rocks of the lithosphere?

(a) Substratum

(b) SIAL

(c) SIMA

(d) None of the above

Explanation : (C)

Sima is used to denote heavy rocks because
itis denser than the Sial layer that lies above
it. Sima is a layer of the Earth’s crust that is
rich in silica and magnesium.

Sima is a layer of the Earths crust that
is made up of silicate minerals and
magnesium.

It is denser than the Sial layer, which is rich
in silica and aluminum.

Sima is primarily made up of basaltic rocks.
Sima is found beneath the continental
crust.

Sima is also known as the oceanic crust.

Simais heavier than Sial because it has more
iron and magnesium, and less aluminum.

1987

58.

The trees of spruce, fir, pine, etc. are found
in which of the following natural regions
of the earth?

(a) Laurentian type
(b) Alpine type

(c) Taiga type
(d) Siberian type

Explanation : (C)

The trees of spruce, fir, pine, etc. are found
in Taiga type climate. They are gymnosperm
adapted for temperate or sub-temperate
conditions.

59.

Match the columns:

A. | Groundnut |1. [Leguminosae

B. | Cotton 2. | Graminac

C. [ Sugarcane 3. | Malvaceae
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Select the correct answer using the codes
given below

ABC

(d) 123
(b) 132
(c) 213
(d 312

Explanation : (A)

Groundnut is leguminous crop. Malvaceae,
or the mallows, is a family of flowering
plants estimated to contain genera with
known species. Well-known members
of this family include okra, cotton, etc.
Sugarcane belongs to family Graminae
which also include wheat, rice, etc.

60.

Seismic waves that vibrate perpendicular
to the direction of their path

(a) Travel through the solid parts of the

earth only
(b)

Travel through the solid as well as
other parts of the earth

(c)
(d)

Spread on the surface of the earth

None of the above

Explanation : (B)

Seismic waves produced as result of an
earthquake vibrate perpendicular to the
direction of their path travel through the
solid as well as other parts of the earth.

61.

The largest producer of woodpulp is

(a) Canada
(b) USSR
(c) US.A.
(d) Japan

Explanation : (C)

The United States of America is the largest
producer of woodpulp.

The largest producer countries, US, China,
Japan and Canada, make up more than half
of the world’s paper production using wood
pulp which is million tonnes a year.
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62.

Which of the following are known as
coastlines of submergence?

(a) Uplifted lowland
(b) Ria Coasts
(c) Emergent upland

None of the above

(d)

Explanation : (C)

Submerging coastline are the opposite
of emergent coastlines which have
experienced a relative fall in sea-levels.

Features of a submerging coastline are
drowned river valleys or raised drowned
glaciated valleys. Hence, (C) is the correct
answer.

63.

Physiological population density is the
ratio of

(a)
(b)

Total population to total area

Total population to total irrigated
land area

(c)
(d)

Total population to urban land area

Total population to rural land area

Explanation : (B)

Physiological population density is the total
population divided by the total amount of
arable land. It’s a ratio that’s expressed as
people per square kilometer of cultivable
land.

64.

Of the total water on the earth, fresh
water reserves constitute approximately

(a) 1.2%
(b) 2.7%
(c) 4.5%
(d) 5.8%

Explanation : (B)

According to the U.S. Geological Survey,
2.5% of the Earth’s water is freshwater. This
is the amount of water needed for life to
survive.
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65. Seasonal migration of men and animals

from lower to higher altitudes during the
summer is known as

(@) Nomadism

(b) Migration

(c) Transhumance
(d) Pastoralism

Explanation : (C)

The seasonal migration of people and
livestock from lower to higher altitudes
during the summer is called transhumance.
It is a type of pastoralism or nomadism.

Transhumance is the seasonal movement
of people and livestock between different
regions.

It is practiced in areas with mountains,
highlands, or other areas that are too cold
for grazing except in summer.

Herders move their livestock to higher
pastures in the summer and to lower valleys
in the winter.

Herders usually have a permanent home,
typically in valleys.
Most people who practice transhumance
also cultivate crops.

An example of transhumance is the
movement of Siberian reindeer between
the subarctic taiga and the Arctic tundra.

66.

Ordinary dry air consists of the following:

1. Nitrogen

2. Oxygen

3. Argon

4.  Carbon dioxide

What is the decreasing sequence of these
in percentages?

(@) 1,2,3and4
(b) 1,2,4and3
(¢) 2,1,3and4
(d) 2,1,4and 3

Explanation : (A)

The Correct Answeris (A) 12 34.
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Dry air is primarily made up of nitrogen
(78.09%) and oxygen (20.95%). The
remaining 1% is made up of argon (0.93%),
carbon dioxide (0.039% as of 2010) and
other trace gases (0.003%). Water vapour
(water in its gaseous state) is also present
in the atmosphere in varying amounts, by
up to 2%.

67.

Which one of the following is not correctly
matched?

(a) Isopleth : A line joining places of
equal height

(b) Isobar: A line joining places of equal
pressure

(c) Isohyet: A line joining places of equal
rainfall

(d) Isotherm : A line joining places of
equal temperature

Explanation : (A)

Isopleth is a line on a map connecting
points having equal incidence of a specified
meteorological feature. Thus, the match is
incorrect.

68.

Corals is/are

(a) A particular type of shell found near
some of the seacoasts.

(b) A special variety of fish which live in
shells.

(c) The tiny animals that live in shells in
the sea.

(d) The remains of tiny sea animals
resembling shells.

Explanation : (D)

Corals are tiny animals that live in the
ocean and secrete a calcium carbonate
exoskeleton. They are invertebrates,
meaning they don’t have a backbone.

What are corals made of?

Corals are made up of many individual
animals called polyps. These polyps secrete
calcium carbonate, a chalk-like substance,
to form a rocky exoskeleton around
themselves.
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69. Fog is common around Newfoundland
coast because

(a) Icebergs melt around the coast
(b) Warm and cold currents meet
(c) The rainfall is heavy

(d) High tides cause storms

Explanation : (B)

Fog is common around Newfoundland
coast due to warm and cold currents which
meet here. Newfoundland and Labrador is
a Canadian Atlantic province with an area
of 111,390 square kilometers.

. The province is located in eastern Canada
and comprises two main parts : The island
of Newfoundland and mainland Labrador,
which is located northwest of the island.

70. If there were no atmosphere, what would

be the colour of sky?
(a) White

(b) Black

(c) Blue

(d) Red

Explanation : (B)

= If there were no atmosphere, there would
be no particle atoms or molecules to scatter
any of the light from the sun downwards
towards us and the sky would appear black
(as it appears on the moon).

71. Consider the diagram below:

/7% ~

Letters A, B, C and D) in the diagram
represent sequential arrangement of
basic topographical features along a
coast. Identify the correct sequence from
the codes given below :

(a) Land, continental shelf, continental
slope, deep seaplain
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(b) Land, continental slope, continental
shelf, deep seaplain

(c) Mountain, sea coast, continental
slope, deep sea plain

(d) Hill, continental slope, ocean deep,
deep sea plain

Explanation : (A)

The landmass which is completely isolated
from sea or any water body is called
land. The next towards the sea is called
continental shelf which is rather shallow
portion of land submerged under the sea.
The sea slope is the slope that connects
continental shelf with that of deep ocean
floor.

72.

The vegetation of the area dotted on the
map is

(a) Pampas
(b) Prairies
(c) Savanna
(d) Veld

Explanation : (C)

Savanna as tropical savanna climates are
most commonly found in Africa, Asia and
northern South America. The climate is also
prevalent in sections of Central America,
northern Australia and southern North
America, specifically in sections of Mexico
and the state of Florida in the United
States, Most of these places are found at
the outer margins of the tropical zone, but
occasionally an inner tropical location (e.g.
San Marcos, Antioquia, Colombia) also
qualifies to be considered as savanna.
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73. 'The climate in the shaded area of the map

is of

AFRICA

(a) Cold temperate oceanic type
(b) Mediterranean type

(c) Monsoon type

(d) Temperate Grassland type

Explanation : (B)

Mediterranean type of climate with
the mediterranean forests, woodlands,
and scrub biome is closely associated
with mediterranean climate zones, as
are unique freshwater communities.
Particularly distinctive of the climate are
sclerophyll shrublands, called maquis in
the Mediterranean Basin, chaparral in
California, matorral in Chile, fynbos in
South Africa, and mallee and kwongan
shrublands in Australia.

74.

Which of the following rivers has a ‘bird’s
foot’ delta?

(a) The Amazon

(b) The Brahmaputra
(c) The Mississippi
(d) The Nile

Explanation : (C)

The Mississippi River forms a bird’s foot
delta. A bird’s foot delta is named for its
resemblance to a bird’s foot claw.

Here is some information about the other
rivers:

The Amazon :

The Amazon Delta is a huge river delta
formed by the Amazon and Tocantins
rivers. It's located in the Amazon Basin, the
largest river basin on Earth.
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The Brahmaputra :

The Ganges-Brahmaputra Delta is the
world’s largest delta, covering 100,000
square kilometers. Its located in Asia,
where the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers
meet the Bay of Bengal.

The Nile :

The Nile Delta is one of the world’s largest
river deltas. It covers 240 kilometers of the
Mediterranean coastline, from Alexandria
to Port Said.

75.

The river (R) shown on the map is

(a) Niger
(b) Orange
(c) Congo

(d) Zambezi

Explanation : (D)

The Zambezi is the fourth-longest river
in Africa, the longest east-flowing river
in Africa and the largest flowing into the
Indian Ocean from Africa. The area of
its basin is 1,390,000 square kilometres,
slightly less than half that of the Nile.

1989
76. Which of the following is cold ocean
current?
(a) Labrador
(b) Gulf Stream
(c) Kuro Shio
(d) None of these
Explanation : (A)

Labrador current is a cold oceanic current.
The Labrador Current is a cold current
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in the North Atlantic Ocean which flows
from the Arctic Ocean, south along the
coast of Labrador and passes around
Newfoundland, continuing south along the
east coast of Nova Scotia.

77.

The international air route from West
Europe to East Asia passes through India
because

(a) Itis the shortest route.

(b) India is the only country in Asia
providing refueling capacity.

(c) Indiaisabusy centre situated between
the two places.

(d) None of the above

Explanation : (C)

India’s geographic location makes it to
act as transit for flights connecting west
Europe to East Asia. The country is situated
as a busy centre situated between two
important regions of the world along with
refuelling capacity.

78.

12 constellations referred to as zodiac are
the planets.

(a) Imaginary region that encompass the
path of planets

(b) Signs of Roman gods
(c) A group of stars
(d) None of the above

Explanation : (A)

The 12 constellations known as the zodiac
are a group of stars.

A constellation is a group of stars that form
a pattern in the night sky.

The zodiac constellations are Aries, Taurus,
Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio,
Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, and
Pisces.

These constellations can be seen along the
ecliptic.

Constellations have been used by
astronomers and navigators for centuries
to tell time and track the movement of
celestial bodies.
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79.

Which of the following countries is rich
in oil

(a) Singapore

(b) Thailand

(c) Pakistan

(d) Indonesia

Explanation : (D)

Indonesia is an oil rich country. Indonesia
is also a member of OPEC countries, an
alliance of major oil producing countries
across the world.

80.

Savanna grasslands are found in

(a) North America
(b) Africa

(¢) Australia

(d) East Asia

Explanation : (B)

Tropical grasslands are found in tropical
wet and dry are primarily found in African
continent.

81.

Which of the following is a block
mountain?

(a) Alps

(b) Vosges
(c) Rocky
(d) Andes

Explanation : (B)

Vosges is a block mountain. Block
Mountains or Fault Block Mountains are
massive in structure. They have very steep
slopes.

82.

The leading producer of silver is

(a) US.A.
(b) US.S.R.
(c) Mexico
(d) Brazil

Explanation : (C)

Mexico remained the world’s largest silver
producer in the world, only to be followed
by China and Peru.
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83. Which one of the following is not a
satellite of Jupiter?

(@) lo

(b) Callisto
(c) Europa
(d) Titan

Explanation : (D)

Titan is the largest moon of Saturn and
NOT of Jupiter.

84. The maturity of a river course is
recognised by the presence

(a) V-shaped valley

(b) Meanders

(c) Gorges

(d) High denudational power
Explanation : (B)

The maturity of a river course is recognized
by the presence of meanders, which are
winding curves in the river.

A mature river has the following
characteristics:

Meanders: A rivers mature stage is
characterized by meanders, which are
winding curves in the river.

Wide valley floor: A mature river has a
valley with a wide floor and flaring sides.

Smoothly graded bed: A mature river has
a more smoothly graded bed.

Flood plains: A mature river deposits
sediments, which leads to the formation of
flood plains.

Reduced vertical cutting: A mature river’s

speed reduces, leading to reduced vertical
cutting and greater widening.

85. Sunda Strait separates

(a) Burma and Celebes
(b) Java and Sumatra
(c) Japan and Korea
(d) Sicily and Italy

Explanation : (B)
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The Sunda Strait is the strait between the
Indonesian islands of Java and Sumatra. It
connects the Java Sea to the Indian Ocean.
The name comes from the Indonesian term
Pasundan, meaning “West Java”

86.

Caldera is a feature associated with

(a) Volcanoes
(b) Earthquakes
(c) Folding of rocks

(d) Faulting of mountains

Explanation : (A)

A caldera is a large cauldron-like volcanic
depression, a type of volcanic crater, formed
by the collapse of an emptied magma
chamber. The depression often originates
in very big explosive eruptions.

87.

Which one of the following is the largest
of the inner planets?

(a) Venus
(b) Mercury
(c) Mars

(d) Earth

Explanation : (D)

Earth is the largest of the four inner planets
in our solar system. It has an equatorial
diameter of 7,926 miles (12,760 kilometers)
and an equatorial radius of 6,378 kilometers
(3,963 miles).

Earth is also the fifth largest planet in our
solar system, but it's much smaller than the
gas giants in the outer solar system. Earth
has the most mass and gravity of the inner
planets.

88.

Eskers and Drumlins are features, formed
by

(a) Running water

(b) Underground water

(c) The action of wind

(d) Glacial action

Explanation : (D)

Eskers and Drumlins both are features of
glacial action landforms. However, though
drumlins and eskers are both hilly glacial
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landforms, they differ in shape. Eskers
are narrow, long, winding hills that were
deposited by streams underneath the
glaciers. Drumlins, in contrast, are oval
egg-like hills featuring a steep slope at one
end and a gentle incline at the other.

89.

If the difference in time of the two places
is 2 hours and 20 minutes, then the
difference in their longitudes will be

(a) 30°
(b) 35°
(c) 40°
(d) 45°

Explanation : (B)

It is given that the difference between times
of two places is 2 hours and 20 minutes
then, the difference in their longitudes
would be 35°. Thus the correct answer is
B.

90.

Match list I with list II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below them:

List I (City) | List IT (Place)
A. | Budapest 1. Alexander Platz
B. | Warsaw 2. Walesa Square
C. | Berlin 3. Tiananmen Square
D. | Beijing 4. Ceausescu Square
5. Parliament Square

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

ABCD

(@) 4315
(b) 3452
(c) 5243
(d 5213

Explanation : (C)

The Tiananmen Square is associated with
student protests, commonly known in
Chinese as the June Fourth Incident were
student-led demonstrations in Beijing
in Parliament Square is a square at the
northwest end of the Palace of Westminster
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in London. It features a large open green
area in the centre with trees to its west and
it contains ten statues of statesmen and
other notable personalities of Britain.

1991

91.

The light from the Sun reaches the Earth
in about

(@) 2min
(b) 4min
(¢) 6min
(d) 8 min

Explanation : (D)

On average, it takes sunlight about 8
minutes and 20 seconds to reach Earth.
This is because Earth orbits the Sun at a
distance of about 150 million kilometers,
and light travels at 300,000 kilometers per
second.

The Earth follows an elliptical orbit around
the Sun, ranging from 147 million to 252
million kilometers. This means that when
you look at the Sun, you're actually seeing
it as it was 8 minutes ago.

92.

Neap tides are produced in the first and
third quarters of the Moon. Then,

(@) The Moon and the Sun are in
conjunction with the other planets

(b) The Moon and the Sun are in
opposition with each other

(c) 'The attractions of the Sun and the
Moon are at right angles to each other

(d) The Moon and the Sun are in quadrant
position to each other

Explanation : (C)

A neap tide-seven days after a spring tide
refers to a period of moderate tides when
the sun and moon are at right angles to
each other.

93.

Density of population refers to

(a) The number of persons living per sq
km of land area

(b) The number of persons living per km
of land area

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

(c) The number of persons living per
village
(d) None of the above
Explanation : (A)

Population density is a measurement of
population per unit area or unit volume; it
is a quantity of type number density. It is
frequently applied to living organisms, and
most of the time to humans.

94. Terrace cultivation is practiced mostly

(@) Inurban areas

(b) On slopes of mountains
(c) On tops of hills

(d) In undulating tracts

Explanation : (B)

*  Graduated terrace cultivation is commonly
used to farm on hilly or mountainous
terrain. Terraced fields decrease both
erosion and surface runoff, and may be
used to support growing crops that require
irrigation, such as rice

95. Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given

below the Lists:
List I List IT
Measuring Which Measure?
instruments

A. Anemometer 1. Motor power

B. Tachometer 2. Wind speed

C. Dynamometer 3. Revolutions
per minute

D. Barometer 4. Atmospheric
pressure
5. Current from a
dynamo

Select the correct answer from the codes

given below:
ABCD

(@) 1354
(b) 2134
(c) 2314
(d 1352
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Explanation : (A)

Barometer is used for measuring
atmospheric pressure.

Dynamometers can measure the power,
torque, and speed of engines, motors, and
other rotating machines.

Anemometer is used to measure wind
speed.

Tachometer measures the speed of a

rotating object, such as a shaft or disk, in
revolutions per minute (RPM)

96.

Seasons on the Earth are caused due to

(a) The elliptical orbit of the Earth

(b) Alteration/change in the speed of
revolution of the Earth

(¢) Inclination of the Earth on its axis of
rotation

(d) Differences in the amount of energy
received from the Sun

Explanation : (C)

The seasons are caused by the tilt of the
Earth’s rotational axis away or toward the
sun as it travels through its year-long path
around the sun. The Earth has a tilt of
degrees relative to the “ecliptic plane” (the
imaginary surface formed by its almost-
cicular path around the sun).

Thetiltonitsrotational axisleadsto opposite
development of climatic conditions in
northern and southern hemisphere, one
hemisphere being closer and other being
away from the sun.

97.

Barkhan (Barchans) is a

(a) Crescent shaped sand dune

(b) Depositional bar, separated by water
from the coast

(c) Dark coloured, fine grained rock

(d) Glacial erosional feature

Explanation : (A)

Barchan dune (bér-kin’) A large, crescent-
shaped dune lying at right angles to the
prevailing wind and having a steep, concave
leeward side with the crescent tips pointing
downwind. Barchan dunes are normally
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formed on flat, hard surfaces where the
sand supply is limited.

98. Jupiter completes one circuit of the Sun
in

(a) 13 years
(b) 12 years
(c) 16 years
(d) 10 years
Explanation : (B)

*  Jupiter takes about 12 Earth years, or 4,333
Earth days, to complete one orbit around
the Sun.

= Jupiters distance from the Sun makes its
orbital period much longer than Earthss.
Jupiter is a gas giant with a mass more than
two and a half times that of all the other
planets in the Solar System combined.
It orbits the Sun at a distance of 5.20 AU
(778.5 Gm).

*  Jupiter also has the shortest day in the solar
system, rotating once every 10 hours.

99. Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given

below the Lists:
A. | Deforestation 1. | Vacuoles
B. | Cellular Structure | 2. | Maize
C. | Cross Pollination | 3. [ Soil Erosion
D. | Nitrogen fixation | 4. | Legumes

Select the correct answer from the codes
given equatorial forest of Congo below.

ABCD

(@) 3124
(b) 1243
() 4123
(d) 2341

Explanation: (A)

The loss of trees, which anchor the soil
with their roots, causes widespread erosion
throughout the tropics.

*  Vacuoles are storage bubbles found in cells.
They are found in both animal and plant
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cells but are much larger in plant cells.
Vacuoles might store food or any variety of
nutrients a cell might need to survive. They
can even store waste products so the rest of
the cell is protected from contamination.

Maize is a wind-pollinating crop and is able
to cross-pollinate in neighboring fields.

In legumes and a few other plants, the
bacteria live in small growths on the roots
called nodules. Within these nodules,
nitrogen fixation is done by the bacteria,
and the NH3 they produce is absorbed by
the plant. Nitrogen fixation by legumes is
a partnership between a bacterium and a
plant.

So, the correct answeris A-3,B-1,C- 2,
D-4

100.

The speed of revolution of the earth in its
orbit round the sun is

(a) Same throughout the year

(b) Greatest when the earth is nearest to
the sun

(c) Greatest when the earth is farthest
from the sun

(d) Least when the earth is nearest to the
sun

Explanation : (B)

The speed of Earth’s revolution around the
Sun is greatest when the Earth is closest to
the Sun, which is called perihelion.

Earth’s orbit around the Sun is elliptical,
not circular, so its speed is not constant.

When Earth is at perihelion, its closer
to the Sun and moves faster to cover the
greater distance in a shorter time.

When Earth is at aphelion, it’s farthest from
the Sun and moves slower.

Kepler’s second law of planetary motion
states that theline joining the Sun to a planet
sweeps out equal areas in equal intervals
of time. This means that the planet’s areal
velocity is constant. .

101.

Largest producer of diamond and gem in
the world is

(a) Zaire
(b) South Africa
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(c) Botswana
(d) Ghana

Explanation : (C)

The top five producing countries by volume
of production are Russia, Botswana, the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC),
Australia and Canada. Russia. Russia holds
what is believed to be the world’s largest
and richest diamond resources. They are
the world’s largest producer and exporter
of rough diamonds by volume.

102.

Which of the following is the brightest
heavenly body in the evening/night sky?

(a) Jupiter
(b) Saturn
(c) Mars

(d) Venus

Explanation : (D)

Venus is the brightest heavenly body in
the evening/ night sky. The brightness is
because of excessive green house effect
as a result of its atmosphere containing
carbon dioxide. It is also the hottest of all
the planets.

103.

Which one of the following winds is not a
planetary wind?

(@) Trade

(b) Westerly

(c) Polar Easterly
(d) Monsoon

Explanation : (D)

Planetary winds are permanent in nature.
They blow in the same direction almost
throughout the year. Since monsoon winds
change their direction twice in a year, they
are not planetary winds.

104.

Download | p.  swm @ :
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 95

Of the following forest regions, the most
suitable wood for paper pulp is available
from

()
(b)
(c)
(d)

Hot and humid regions of Amazon
Savanna
Equatorial forests of Congo basin

Forests of Burma

Explanation : (C)

Paper pulp wood majorly comes from the
equatorial forest of Congo.

105.

Swamps are seen in the Siberian rivers
because

(a)

Freezing of the river near the mouth
prevents water to flow to the sea

Rivers are too narrow

(b)
(c) Rivers are heavily drained by the large
network of canals

(d)

Railway bridges built across the rivers
obstruct the flow

Explanation : (A)

Swamps can be seen in Siberian rivers
because the freezing of the river near the
mouth prevents water to flow into the sea.

It is much like normal delta but the key
difference is that in Siberian rivers these
swamps are spread through a huge regions.

1992

106.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer by using the codes given
below the Lists:

ListI List IT
Some Languages | Spoken out of
Europe
A. French 1. Brazil
B. Italian 2. Mexico
C.Portuguese 3. Libya
D. Spanish 4. Mauritania
5. Algeria

Choose the correct answer using the
codes given below:

ABCD

(a) 5312
(b) 2513
() 3154
(d 5324

Explanation : (A)

French - Algeria
Italian - Libya
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Portuguese - Brazil
Spanish - Mauritania

Thus, the correct answeris 5312

107.

If Amsterdam is X + 1, Montreal is X-5,
Tokyo is X +9 and Lisbon is X, X denotes

(a)
(b)

GMT

The temperature as measured by
the Kelvin scale to arrive at the
temperature as measured by the
Celsius scale.

Base from which height and depth
from the sealevel is measured

(c)
(d) The figure to be used for converting
the Imperial System to the Metric
system

Explanation : (A)

Greenwich Mean Time is the mean solar
timeat the Royal Observatoryin Greenwich,
London, reckoned from midnight.Thus,
the correct answer is A.

108.

Which one of the following has merged
with Tanganyika to form the present
Tanzania?

(a) Zimbabwe
(b) Zaire

(c) Zanzibar
(d) Zambia

Explanation : (C)

The name “Tanzania® was created as a
clipped compound of the names of the two
states that unified to create the country:
Tanganyika and Zanzibar.

109.

Deserts such as the Sahara are generally
found between 20 and 30° latitudes in the
western parts of the continents. This is
because these regions

(a) Have off-shore winds throughout the
year

(b) Have warm off-shore currents

(c) Liein the belt of the doldrums

(d) Are very hot throughout the year

Explanation: (A)
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The correct option is A have off-shore
winds throughout the year

The areas between 20 and 30 latitudes on
western margins of continents are the
regions of descending air(high pressure
and dry weather). Because of this the air
gets compressed and warms as it descends
and thus the moisture keeps decreasing.
Thus, these regions have oft-shore winds
throughout the year.

110.

Match List I with List II and select the
answer using the codes given below the
lists.

ListT List IT
Products Top Producers
A. Olives 1.US.A
B. Cotton 2. Italy
C. Tomato 3. Brazil
D. Coffee 4. China
5. Indonesia

Choose the correct answer using the
codes given below:

ABCD

(@) 1432
(b) 4153
() 2134
(d 2413

Explanation : (D)

Italy is the largest producer of olive oil by
volume, followed by Spain and Greece.
However, per capita national consumption
is highest in Greece, followed by Spain,
Italy, and Tunisia.

China is the biggest producer of cotton in
the world.

USA is the biggest producer of tomato in
the world.

Brazil is the world’s largest coffee producer.
In 2016, Brazil produced a staggering
2,595,000 metric tons of coffee beans. It is
not a new development, as Brazil has been
the highest global producer of coffee beans
for over 150 years.
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111. Consider the map given below : In which

one of the following areas is the Indian
Ocean located on the map?

 0°

ANTARCTICA

0
South Pole

'180°
(a) 90°E - 180°
(b) 0°-90° W
() 0°-90°F
(d) 90°W - 180

Explanation : (B)

The Indian Ocean is located between 0 -
90° W longitudes.

112. After the break-up of the USSR the largest

country in the world in terms of area is

(a) China
(b) Russia
(c) USA
(d) Canada

Explanation : (B)

Russia is the largest country in the world by
landmass, covering over 6.6 million square
miles. This is about 11% of the world’s
landmass. Russia is also the largest country
in the world by area, covering about 17
million square kilometers.

Russia is spread across 11 time zones and
two continents, Europe and Asia. It also has
coasts on three oceans: the Atlantic, Pacific,
and Arctic.

Russia is the biggest country that emerged
from the dissolution of the Soviet Union,
which took place from 1988-1991. After
the dissolution, Russia joined with other
former Soviet republics to form the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS).
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113.

In which one of the following places the
‘boiling point’ of water is the highest?

(a) Dead Sea

(b) Mt. Everest

(c) Nile delta

(d) Sunderban delta

Explanation : (A)

The boiling point of water is highest in
the Dead Sea. Since boiling point varies
positively with pressure, the place with the
highest air pressure will have the highest
boiling point. The highest air pressure will
be the place at the lowest altitude. Thus, the
Dead Sea, which is below sea level would
witness highest boiling point of water and
Mt. Everest the lowest boiling point.

114.

Which of the following crops are most
suitable for cultivation under scanty
rainfall conditions?

1. Horse gram

2. Rice
3. Mustard
4. Wheat

Select the correct answer from the codes
given below:

(a) land2
(b) 2and4
(¢) 2and3
(d) land3

Explanation : (D)

Rice is a water intensive crop and therefore
could not be raised in water scarce region.
It needs water logged conditions at the time
of plantation.

115.

A person stood alone in a desert on a
dark night and wanted to reach his village
which was situated 5 km east of the
point where he was standing. He had no
instruments to find the direction but he
located the polestar. The most convenient
way now to reach his village is to walk

(a) Inthe direction facing the polestar
(b) In the direction opposite to the
polestar
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(c) In the direction keeping the polestar
to his left

(d) In the direction keeping the polestar
to his right

Explanation : (C)

Pole star is on the line of geographical
rotational axis in the northern hemisphere.
Hence, keeping the pole star on its left, the
person will take north-east direction.

116.

Which of the following listings are
correct? Cash Crop ; Plantation Crop ;
Horticulture Crop

1. Tobacco Coconut Sugarcane
2. Sugarcane Coffee Coconut
3.  Cotton Tea Cashew

4.  Coconut Rubber Tobacco

Choose the correct answer using the
codes given below :

(@) land2
(b) land3
(c) 2and3
(d) 3and4

Explanation : (C)

Tobacco is a cash crop. Since the first
colonist to the “New World” began
exporting tobacco, it has been considered a
lucrative crop. Its cultivation has expanded
throughout the world; its use in cigars,
cigarettes, and pipes has become universal.

Coconut is the only crop that has not
failed the farmers so far. In fact, even the
Tamil Nadu Agriculture University refers
to coconut as a plantation crop under
horticulture.

A sugarcane crop is sensitive to the climate,
soil type, irrigation, fertilizers, insects,
disease control, varieties, and the harvest
period. Sugarcane is a cash crop, but it is
also used as livestock fodder.

117.
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In which type of rocks are metals like gold
and copper mostly found

(a) Oldigneous
(b) Old metamorphic

(c)

(d) New metamorphic

Old sedimentary

Explanation : (A)

Metals like gold and copper are

mostly found in old igneous rocks. These
metals are found in the ore bodies associated
with porphyry. Porphyry is a general term
for igneous rocks that contain crystals in a
fine-grained groundmass.

Igneous rocks are mostly silicates, which
means that silicon and oxygen are the
most common elements in them. The
composition of igneous rocks is expressed
as weight percent silica, which ranges from
about 45 to 78 (wt % SiO2).

118.

Water cycle refers to

(a)

An integrated attempt to recycle water
in relatively arid regions.

Constant movement of water from
ocean to land and back to the ocean
again.

(b)

()

Scientific management of water in
areas excessively plagued with water
logging.

Planning of water distribution in
relatively dry areas.

(d)

Explanation : (B)

The water cycle is the process of water
evapourating from the Earths surface,
rising into the atmosphere, cooling and
condensing into rain or snow in clouds, and
falling back to the surface as precipitation.

The seven steps of the water cycle are:

Evapouration, Condensation, Precipitation,

Interception, Infiltration, Percolation,
Transpiration.
119. The interior regions of eurasia have a

large number of inland seas or lakes.
which one of the following touches the
boundary of Iran?

(a) Aralsea

(b) Lake baikal
(c) Lake balkash
(d) Caspian sea
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Explanation : (D)

The Caspian Sea touches the border of
Iran. The Caspian Sea is the world’s largest
inland body of water.

The Caspian Sea is located between Europe
and Asia. It is bounded by Iran to the south,
Azerbaijan to the west, Kazakhstan to the
northeast, Russia to the northwest, and
Turkmenistan to the southeast.

The Aral Sea lies between Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan.

Lake Baikal is situated in Siberia, Russia.

Lake Balkhash is situated in Central Asia
between Kazakhstan and China.

120.

The best quality of hard wood for the
manufacture of

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

Cedrus deodara
Pinus
Dalbergia sissio

Mangifera indica

Explanation : (C)

Dalbergia sissoo is known commonly as
North Indian rosewood. It is a fast-growing,
hardy deciduous rosewood tree native to
the Indian Subcontinent and Southern
Iran. D. Sissoo is a large, crooked tree with
long, leathery leaves and whitish or pink
flowers.

121.
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Consider the diagram given below: S -
Sun, E - Earth, M - Moon direction of
Movement by arrows (a), (b), (c) and (d)
is wrong?

\ \
\ .F- .. ..l
"', .-'-- !/‘.l'_“ [ fﬂ'\l 4
l‘ ! / r \I \f!}, /{d}
5] NS0/
/ (a) /" (b)
(a) Direction of the rotation of the Sun

(b) (c) Defection of the rotation of the
Earth (d) of inland seas or lakes.

Which one of the following touches

Lake Baikal

Caspian Sea Movement Which one
of the four directions of movement as
shown b) Direction of the revolution
of the Earth d) Direction of the
revolution of the Moon

(c)
(d)

Explanation : (B)

The motion of earth in elliptical orbit, on its
rotational axis and that of moon as satellite
are synchronous i.e in same direction.

1993

122.

The only land-locked country in South-
east Asia is

(a) Laos

(b) Thailand
(c) Malaysia
(d) Kampuchea

Explanation : (A)

Laos is the only land locked country in the
whole of Southeast Asia.

123.

Consider the map given below: The
countries marked 1, 2, 3, and 4 in the map
respectively represent

Y

oA 1 A { Qo
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‘ I.:‘ J‘ ] —-} 4
'u_‘ "P\'“ '0}“ y '/"-"r)
i JE 71 J
P &. ¥
\ {- » r
-
(a) Libya, Somalia. Nigeria & Namibia
(b) Egypt, Somalia, Congo and Nambia
(c) Sudan, Ethiopia, Angola and
Botswana
(d) Algeria, Kenya, Ghana and Zambia

Explanation : (A)
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The correct match is following :

Libya
Somalia
Nigeria
Namibia

124. Even though Pluto is usually the-farthest

planet its path is highly elliptical, crossing
inside the path of some other planet. As a
result for a period of twenty years from
1979, the farthest planet is not pluto but,

(a) Jupiter
(b) Saturn
(c) Uranus
(d) Neptune

Explanation : (D)

Of the planets in the solar system, Neptune
is the farthest away from Earth. Depending
on where each planet is in its orbit, Neptune
is between 2.7 and 2.9 billion miles billion
miles away from Earth. Until recently Pluto
was considered as a planet but not now. It is
considered as a planetoid.

125.

Among the four house types shown below,
which one represents the house type of

the Pygmies?
(b) ‘ %
X | ]

@m\"r'

1

d A\
RTINS

Explanation : (A)

Since pygmies live in dense forests, they
make their huts on the top of trees.
Therefore, Figure (a) is the correct depiction
of Pygmies house type.

126.
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The solar eclipse achieves totality only in
the limited geographical regions because

(a)

the earth is not a smooth flat surface,
but has elevations and depressions

urApp )2

the size of the shadow of the moon
on the earth is small compared to the
cross section of the earth

(b)

(c) trajectories of the earth around the
sun and the moon around the earth

are not perfect circles

(d) sun rays can reach most of the
peripheral regions of the shadow
of the moon due to a atmospheric

refraction

Explanation : (B)

The size of the shadow of the moon on the
earth is small compared to the cross section
of the earth.

1994

127.

The length of its day and the tilt of its axis
are almost identical to those of the earth’.
This is true of

(a) Uranus
(b) Neptune
(c) Saturn
(d) Mars

Explanation : (D)

Mars is a planet with a very similar daily
cycle to the Earth. Its ‘sidereal’ day is 24
hours, 37 minutes and 22 seconds, and
its solar day 24 hours, 39 minutes and 35
seconds.

128.

Which one of the following regions of
Asia is experiencing the highest annual
growth rate of population?

(a) South Asia

(b) South-East Asia
(c) Central Asia

(d) West Asia

Explanation : (B)

South East Asia region of the world is
presently experiencing the highest annual
growth rate of population.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

129. Consider the map given below :

= )<
)

[ ] -4
{

The numbers marked 1. 2. 3 and 4
respectively indicate the islands of

(a)

the Bahamas, Azores, Falkland and
Cape Verde

the Bahamas, Azores, Cape Verde and
Falkland

Azores, Cape Verde, the Bahamas and
Falkland

Cape Verde, the Bahamas, Falkland
and Azores

(b)
(c)

(d)

Explanation : (C)

The Bahamas islands are located near the
Strait of Florida. Hence, location is its
correct, depiction. Similarly, Azores islands
are located in Atlantic ocean off coast of
Portugal.

130.

The ideal climatic conditions for the
cultivation of rice are

(a) rainfall above 100 cm, temperature
above 25°C

(b) cool and moist climate for the entire
crop period

(c) rainfall below 100 cm, temperature

below 25°C

warm and dry climate during the
entire crop period

(d)

Explanation : (A)

Download | p.  swm @ :
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 101

Rice is relatively water intensive crop
Throughout the cropping season, the
rainfall must be greater than 100 cm and
the temperature must be well above 25
degree. Overall, warm, wet and humid
climatic conditions are considered ideal

for rice crop and thats why it is raised
predominantly in tropical regions.

131.

When it is noon along 82° 30’ E longitude
along what degree of longitude it will be
6.30 am?

(a) along165°E
(b) along67°30°W
(¢c) 0°EorW

(d) along82°30°W

Explanation : (B)

0° E or W, also known as the Prime
Meridian, in reality, has a time difference of
5.5 hours from 82° 30" E.

132.

The time taken by the sun to revolve
around the centre of our galaxy is

(a) 25 million years
(b) 100 million years
(c) 250 million years

(d)

500 million years

Explanation : (C)

It takes Sun to about 225 to 250 million
years to make one complete orbit around
the Milky Way.

133.

The shortest air-route from Perth to
London is

(a) Perth, Bombay, Rome, London

(b) Perth, Ankara, Paris, London

(c) Perth, Aden, Paris, London

(d) Perth, Mombasa, Rome, London

Explanation : (B)

The shortest air route from Perth to London
is Perth, Ankara, Paris, London. This route
is the shortest because it follows a straight
line on a map, which reduces the distance
and travel time.

134.

Farm land tends to erode most rapidly
when planted with

(a) sorghum

(b) potato

(c) wheat

(d) clover

Explanation : (A)

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

Sorghum requires full seed-bed preparation
for good performance and thus, facilitates
fast soil erosion.

135.

The first bird is believed to have appeared
on the surface of the earth

(a) 300 million years
(b) 200 milllion years
(c) 150 million years

(d)

100 million years

Explanation : (C)

The earliest known bird is Archaeopteryx
lithographica, from the Late Jurassic period
appeared 150 - 148 million years ago. It is
called fossil bird or flying reptile because it
possessed characteristic features common
to both reptiles and birds (Aves) such as
presence of both beak and teeth.

1995
136. The original home of the gypsies was
(a) Egypt
(b) Russia
(c) India
(d) Persia

Explanation : (C)

The Romani or Roma, are a traditionally
nomadic ethnic group, living mostly in
Europe and the Americas and originating
from the northern regions of the Indian
subcontinent, presumably from where the
states Rajasthan, Haryana, and Punjab exist
today.

137.
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Given below is a map of some countries
which were parts of the erstwhile Soviet
Union, with water bodies shown by
shaded areas:

The countries marked 1,2,3,4 and 5 are
respectively

(a)

Tajikistan, Turkmenia, Uzbekistan,
Kirgizia, Kazakhstan

Turkmenia, Kirgizia,
Uzbekistan. Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Kirgizia, Turkmenia

(b) Tajikistan,

(c)

(d)

Kazakhstan, Turkmenia, Uzbekistan.
Kirgizia, Tajikistan

Explanation : (D)

The following map represents : 1.
Kazakhstan, 2. Turkmenia, 3.Uzbekistan
4 Kirgizia and 5.Tajikistan.

138.

Consider the map given below indicating
four places frequently figuring in the
news: Which one of them is Chechenya?

Choose the correct answer from the codes
given below:

(a) 1
(b) 2
(c) 3
(d) 4

Explanation : (C)

Location is the Chechanya once a part of
Republic of Soviet Union.

139.

Which one of the following is the
continent with the highest mean elevation
in the world?

(a) Antarctica
(b) North America
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(c) Asia
(d) South America

Explanation : (A)

Antarctica in particular on average, is the
coldest, driest, and windiest continent,
and has the highest average elevation of all
the continents. It is said to represent past,
present and future of planet earth

140.

The standard time of the following
countries is ahead or behind Greenwich
Mean Time depending on whether they
are east or west of the longitude passing
through Greenwich:

1. Cuba

2.  Greece

3. Iraq

4. CostaRica
5. Japan

Which one of the following sequential
orders gives the correct arrangement of
the countries according to their standard
time from ahead to behind GMT?

(@) 5,3,2,1,4
b) 2,4,1,3,5
() 4,1,3,2,5
(d) 3,5,4,1,2

Explanation: (A)

A is the correct sequence according to
appropriate GMT.

141.

Download
' ° ' Delhi UPSC Secrets 103

The graph given below shows the mean
average monthly temperatures (in (c) and
mean monthly rainfall (in cms) of a place

P ot 30
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This graph is indicative of which one of
the climatic zones of the world?

s = ‘.'l

(a) Wet and dry tropical
(b) Rainy tropical

(c)

(d) Temperate marine

Semi-arid tropical

Explanation : (C)

A semi-arid climate or steppe climate is the
climate of a region that receives maximum
precipitation in March-April months
below potential evapotranspiration, but
not extremely. There are different kinds
of semi-arid climates, depending on such
variables as temperature and humidity.
Hence, they give rise to different classes of
ecology.

142. Willy-Willy is

(a) a type of tree grown in temperate
regions

a wind that blows in a desert

(b)
()

a tropical cyclone of the north-west
Australia

a kind of common fish found near
Lakshadweep islands

(d)

Explanation : (C)

Wily-wily is a tropical cyclone occurred in
Australia. It is also known as “dust-devil”. It
is a strong, well formed, and relatively long-
lived whirlwind, ranging from small (half a
meter wide and a few meters tall) to large
(more than meters wide and more than
meters tall). The primary vertical motion is
upward. Dust devils are usually harmless,
but can on rare occasions grow large
enough to pose a threat to both people and

property.

143.

Coffee cultivation in Sri Lanka was
abandoned because of the disease

(a) leafhlight
(b) leaf spot
(c) leaf rust
(d) rot
Explanation : (C)
Coffee cultivation in Sri Lanka was

abandoned due to the disease leaf rust,
which is caused by the fungus Hemileia
vastatrix.
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The fungus covers the leaves of coffee plants
with spores, which reduces the plants
ability to photosynthesize.

144.

The clouds float in the atmosphere
because of their low

(a) temperature
(b) velocity

(c) pressure

(d) density

Explanation : (D)

Clouds float because they possess less
density than the air around them. Clouds
are composed of tiny water droplets and
ice crystals that are only a few microns in
radius, too small to develop any appreciable
fall velocity. The mass of moist air is less
than the mass of dry air. Therefore, the
moist humid air rises up to be replaced by
dry heavy air.

145.

Arakan Yoma is the extension of the
Himalayas located in

(a) Baluchistan
(b) Myanmar
(c) Nepal

(d) Kashmir

Explanation : (B)

The Arakan Mountains is a mountain
range in western Burma, between the coast
of Rakhine State and the Central Burma
Basin, in which flows the Irrawaddy River

146.

wnload | -

Do W :
° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 104

A rough outline map of northern Sri
Lanka is shown in the figure. Jaffna is
located at the point marked A B CD

B

-

¢ Ut
\ .15

@ A
(b) B
(o C
(d) D

w

Explanation : (D)

In the above map Jaftna is located at point
D.

Thus, D is the correct answer.

147.

Match List 1 with List II and select the
correct answer by using the codes given
below the lists.

List I List IT
A. European 1. Paris to Istanbul
transcontinental Warsaw
railway
B. Trans-Andean |2. Leningard to
railway Vladivostok
C. Trans-Siberian | 3. Leningard to Vol
railway gograd
D. Orient Express | 4. Buenos Aires to
Valparaiso
5. Paris to
Solothurn

Codes:ABCD

(@) 5421
(b) 1432
() 5123
(d 1234

Explanation : (A)

European transcontinental railway - Paris
to Warsaw.

Trans-Andean railway - Buenos Aires to
Valparaiso.

Trans-Siberian railway - Leningrad to
Vladivostok.

Orient Express - Paris to Warsaw.

Thus, the correct answer is A.
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148. Consider the The dotted (broken) outline
shown in the figure, the (broken) line in
the map is the:

O p
P
(]

(= /

AFGHANISTHAN ,
S

o

TS~/ RAJPUTANA
2V

(@) Durand Line

(b) MacMahon

(c) line of demarcation Boundary
(d) route

Explanation: (A)

*  The Durand Line is a frontier boundary
between Afghanistan and Pakistan. It
was established after an memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between Mortimer
Durand of British India and Afghan Amir
Abdur Rahman Khan.

1996

149. Which one of the following layers of
the atmosphere is responsible for the
deflection of radio waves?

(a) Troposphere
(b) Stratosphere

(c) Mesosphere
(d) lonosphere

Explanation : (D)

= lonosphere is responsible for deflection of
radio waves.
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150. The rough outline map shows a portion
of the Middle East. The countries labelled
A, B, C and D are respectively:
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(a) Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi Arabia
(b) Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Jordan
(c) Iraq, Syria, Saudi Arabia and Jordan
(d) Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia

Explanation : (C)

*  In the above map A is Iraq, B is Syria, C is
Saudi Arabia, D is Jordan.

. Thus, C is the correct answer.

151. Assertion (A) : Areas near the equator
receive rainfall throughout the year.

Reason (R) : High temperatures and high
humidity cause convectional rain in most
afternoons near the equator

In the context of the above two statements,
which one of the following is correct?

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the
correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a
correct explanation of A

(c) AistruebutRis false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (A)

*  Areas near the equator receive rainfall
throughout the year. This is because these
areas receive a lot of direct solar energy,
which causes more evaporation.

*  High temperatures and high humidity
cause convectional rain in most afternoons
near the equator. This is because the sun
heats the Earth, causing water to evaporate
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and form water vapor. The warm, moist air
rises, condenses into clouds, and falls back
to Earth as precipitation.

Thus, both A and R are true and R is the
correct explanation of A.

1997

152. “They are people of yellow complexion,
oblique eyes, high cheek bones, sparse
hair and medium height.” The reference
here is to

(a) Nordic Aryans
(b) Austrics
(c) Negroids
(d) Mongoloids
Explanation : (D)
Mongoloids have such characteristics i.e.

Yellow complexion, oblique eyes, high

check bones, medium height and sparse
body hair.

153. About 50% of the world population is
concentrated between the latitudes of

(a) 5°Nand 20°N
(b) 20°N and 40°N
(c) 40°N and 60°N
(d) 20°sand 40°S
Explanation : (B)

The area include tropical land mass most
conducive for living.

154. “From Archipelago in the far north-west
to Torres Strait in the east is 5000 miles,
almost as far as from London to Baghdad.
The Archipelago has 14,000 islands, some
mere equatorial rocks, others some of the
largest in the world” This Jdescription
best fits

(a) West Indies

(b) Japan

(c) Philippines

(d) Indonesia
Explanation : (A)

The small Carribean islands of West Indies
are the examples of above.
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155.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer by using the codes given
below the lists:

List | (Ge(fglf':lplilical
Crops conditions)
A. Barley 1. Hpt and dry 'chmate
with poor soil
B. Rice 2. C9ol Climate withpoor
soil
C. Millets 3. Warm apd moist with
high altitude
D. Tea 4. H.Ot ar.ld mqlst climate
with rich soil
Codes:ABCD
(a) 2413
(b) 3412
(c) 2143
(d) 3241

Explanation : (A)

The geographical conditions for barley
cultivation are almost the same as for
wheat, but barley is more tolerant to dry
conditions and ripen at lower temperatures.
It is thus grown in a wide range of climatic,
topographical and soil conditions, where
wheat or other cereals fail to survive.

156.

The group of small pieces of rock revolving
round the sun between the orbits of Mars
and Jupiter are called

(a) meteors
(b) comets

(c) meteorites
(d) asteroids

Explanation : (D)

They are found revolving around the sun
in asteroid belt present between Mars and
Jupiter. Ceres is the largest asteroid with
diameter of 946 km.
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157. If the earth’s direction of rotation is

reversed, what would be the 1ST when it
is noon at the International Date Line?

(a) 06.30 hrs
(b) 05.30 hrs
(c) 18.30 hrs
(d) 17.30 hrs

Explanation : (C)

If the Earth’s rotation were reversed, the
time at the International Date Line when
it’s noon would be 18:30 hours (option C).

The Earth currently rotates from west to
east.

The International Date Line is located at
180° longitude.

Indian Standard Time (IST) is 5 hours and
30 minutes ahead of the International Date
Line.

If the Earth’s rotation were reversed, the
time difference would be subtracted instead
of added.

This would result in a time difference of 18
hours and 30 minutes.

158.

The river shown on the map is

= 8

[]
Y

3

(a) Irrawaddy
(b) Mekong

(c) Chao Phraya
(d) Salween

Explanation : (D)
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Salween river has been depicted in the map.

159.

One will NOT have to pass through the
Suez Canal while going from Mumbai to

(a) Alexandria
(b) Suez

(c) Port Said
(d) Benghazi

Explanation : (B)

Since Suez city is located at the very mouth
of Suez Canal, one does need to cross Suez
canal in order to reach at Suez city.

160.

Consider the map given below : Of the
four shaded areas in the map, one which is
characterised by hot- dry summers, mild
and moist winters and seasonal reversal
of winds is the area labelled

[ ‘:i_(-: I-‘ - s
] [:"'-; }‘:::-‘b\?\_ Wj.é
e G Y e

] T s L
\ #£0 d N\
I; r K \.-w@
Par WORLD
u CLIMATIC TYPES

(@ 1

(b) 2

(© 3

(d) 4

Explanation : (A)

Of the four shaded areas in the map, 1 is
characterised by hot- dry summers, mild
and moist winters and seasonal reversal of
winds is the area labelled

161.

Daily weather map showing isobars is an
example of

(a) Choropleth map
(b)
(©)
(d) Choroschematic map

Isopleth map

Chorochromatic map

Explanation : (B)

An isopleth map generalizes and simplifies
data with a continuous distribution. It
shows the data as a third dimension on a
map, thus isopleth maps are more common
for mapping surface elevations, amounts
of precipitation, atmospheric pressure, and
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numerous other measurements that can be
viewed statistically as a third dimension.

162. Which one of the following stars is nearest

to the earth?

(a) Polaris

(b) Alpha Centauri
(¢) Sun

(d) Sirius

Explanation : (B)

The Sun is the nearest star to earth. It's
nearest neighbor, Alpha Centauri, is
actually a triple- star system three stars
bound together by gravity. Alpha Centauri
A and B are two bright, closely orbiting stars
with a distant, dim companion, Proxima
Centauri.

163.

Which one of the following is present in
the largest amount in terms of per cent by
mass in the earth’s crust?

(a) Silicon
(b) Oxygen
(c) Carbon
(d) Calcium

Explanation : (B)

Oxygen is present in the largest amount in
terms of percent by mass in the earth’s crust.
It is present in form of gas and metallic and
nonmetallic oxides, water (dihydrogen
oxide), carbonates, sulphates, etc.

164.
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During a flight from Delhi to Tokyo the
following are the landing airports:

1. Hong Kong
2.  Hanoi

3. Taipei

4. Bangkok

The correct sequence of the landing at
these airports during an onward journey
is

(a) 1,2,3,4
(b) 4,2,1,3
(©) 3,4,1,2

d 4,1,2,3

Explanation : (B)

The correct sequence is Bangkok, Hanoi,
Hongkong, Taipei. Thus, B is correct
answer.

165. Which one of the following countries is
the largest producer of firewood

(a) Indonesia

(b) Russia
(¢) India
(d) China

Explanation : (B)

After Canada, Russia is the largest producer
of firewood.

1998

166. Estuaries possess distinct blooms
of excessive growth of a pigmented
dinoflagellates. These blooms are called

(a) red tides
(b) seatides
(c) black tides

(d) sea flowers
Explanation : (A)

The blooms of excessive growth of
pigmented dinoflagellates in estuaries are
called red tides.

Red tides are caused by an “algal bloom’,
which is when the population of certain
types of algae, called dinoflagellates,
explodes.

The dinoflagellates contain pigments that
make the water appear red or brown.

Red tides can occur in estuaries, coastal
areas, or open ocean waters.

Scientists sometimes call red tides harmful
algal blooms.

Red tides can have ecological impacts,
including the production of toxins that can
harm marine life and humans.

167. The correct sequence of different layers of
the atmosphere from surface of the Earth
upwards is

(a) Troposphere, Stratosphere,
Ionosphere, Mesosphere
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(b) Stratosphere, Troposphere,
Ionosphere, Mesosphere

(c) Troposphere. Stratosphere,
Mesosphere, Ionosphere

(d) Stratosphere. Troposphere,

Mesosphere, lonosphere

Explanation : (C)

The correct sequence of the layers of
atmosphere is - Troposphere, Stratosphere,
Mesosphere, and Ionosphere.

168.

When there is noon at G.M.T. meridian
people on another tea. The longitude of
the place is

(a) 17°30°E
(b) 7°30°W
(c) 172°30°F
(d) 90°W

Explanation : (B)

A difference of 15 degrees in longitude
represents 1 hour of difference. This means
that the given location is located at 7.5
degrees west of the Prime Meridian, i.e 7
degrees and 30 minutes W.

169.

Download | . swm @b -
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 109

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the lists:

(Special (Name of
Characteristic) Planet)
A. Farthest planet from | 1. Mercury
the sun
B. Largest planet of solar | 2. Venus
system
C. Planet second from | 3. Jupiter
the Sun in the solar
system
D. Planet nearest to the |4. Pluto
Sun
5. Saturn
Codes : ABCD
(a) 2351
(b) 3512
(c) 4123
(d 4321

Explanation : (D)

Farthest planet from the sun - Pluto
Largest planet of solar system - Jupiter

Planet second from the Sun in the solar
system - Venus

Planet nearest to the Sun - Mercury

Thus, the correct match is D.
1999

170. Which one of the following port cities in

Venezuela has been developed as an oil
port?

(a) Caracas

(b) Maracaibo

(c) Maracay

(d) Carupano

Explanation : (B)

Maracaibo port in Venezuela has been
developed as an port specifically for
petrochemical products industry.

171.

Match the cities labelled as A, B, C and D
in the given map with the names of cities
and select the correct answer using the
codes given below the names of cities:

" o s
D . 5 s .‘
L C I:k‘h_ﬂh
- LT . »
ﬁ-:.\ Sl | wl
- N
{ AT\
|
AIR ROUTES e

Name of Cities :

1. Darwin

2.  Kuala Lumpur
3. Lagos

4.  Nairobi

5. Singapore
Codes : ABCD

(a) 1243

(b)y 2143
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(c) 1452
(d) 4352

Explanation : (A)

In the above map -

A - Darwin

B - Kuala Lumpur

C - Nairobi

D - Lagos

Thus, the correct answer is A.

172. At which one of the following positions
shown in the diagram will the height of

the ocean tide be maximum?

NS "
% M . ¥
V- ‘lh"-.f'-i.
v!_ ‘E’ © Isc :
\l‘l.-f;‘-';’ 1':\4\‘:
M, S A
: o -/
(a) Ml
(b) M2
(c) M3
(d) M4

Explanation : (D)

At position M the height of the oceanic
tide would be maximum as there would
be gravitation force of two bodies- the Sun
and the Moon would be working together
on earth. This twin force would create
maximum height of the tide in oceans

173. Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists :

List1 List IT
(Volcanic Mountain) (Country)
A. Mt. Rainer 1. Itlay
B. Etna 2. Mexico
C. Paricutin 3. Philippines
D. Taal 4. US.A.
Codes:ABCD
(a) 4213
(b) 4123
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(c) 2143

(d 4321
Explanation : (B)

Mt. Rainer- USA

Etna - Philippines

Paricutin - Mexico

Taal - Italy

174. Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists:

ListI List I1
(Timber) (Country)
A. Cedar 1. Myanmar
B. Douglas Fir 2 Canada
C. Mahogany 3. Mexico
D. Teak 4. Honduras
Codes:
ABCD
(a) 3214
(b) 3241
() 2341
(d 2314

Explanation : (B)

Cedar- Mexico
Douglas Fir- Canada
Mahogany- Honduras
Teak- Myanmar

Thus, B is the correct answer.

175. In the given map, which one of the
following pairs of ocean currents is

shown?

—\ i
/ J
(\
ﬁ
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(a) Benguela and Falkland
(b) Canary and Humboldt
(c) Agulhas and Guinea
(d) Benguela and Guinea

Explanation : (D)

1.  Benguela and Falkland - Benguela Current
is a cold water current along the west coast
of Southern Africa, while the Falkland
Current is a cold water current that flows
northward along the Atlantic coast of
Patagonia. They are located quite far away
from each other.

2.  Canary and Humboldt - The Canary
Current is a wind-driven surface current
that is part of the North Atlantic Gyre,
while the Humboldt Current also known
as the Peru Current, is a cold, low-salinity
ocean current that flows north along the
western coast of South America. They are
not in the same region.

3. Agulhas and Guinea - The Agulhas Current
is the western boundary current of the
southwest Indian Ocean. It flows down the
east coast of Africa, whereas the Guinea
Current is a slow warm water current that
runs northwards along the west coast of
Africa.

4.  Benguela and Guinea - This is the correct
pair, as both currents are present around
the west coast of Africa. The Benguela
Current is present on the south western
coast of Africa, while the Guinea current
flows along the north-western coast of
Africa.

176. Which one of the areas marked as A, B, C
and D in the given figure of the cyclone,
witnesses heavy torrential short-duration
rainfall accompanied by thunderstorms?

\ P P = il
4 W \
N/ -‘\r(__“ .
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e d e Lot
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(a) A
(b) B
(c) C
(d D

Explanation : (B)

The region indicated by B would witness the
maximum rainfall as the region is occupied
by raising warm air.

177.

Which one of the countries labelled as 1,
2, 3 and 4 on the given map was granted
membership of G -15 in its VII Summit at
Kuala Lumpur?

'] " AFRICA
: v
I'
(@ 1
(b) 2
(c) 3
(d) 4
Explanation : (A)

Kenya was given membership of G-15 in
VII Summit which was organized in Kuala
Lumpur.

The G-15 is a group of countries that
work together on trade, investment, and
technology.

178.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists:

List-1 List-I1

A. Cotton 1. | Rainfall 1000-1500mm;

Temperature 40°-60°C

B. Flax 2. | Rainfall 1500-2000mm;

Temperature 25°-35° C

C. Sugarbeet | 3. |Rainfall 600 - 800 mmy;

Temperature 5°-18°C
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D. Jute 4. |[Rainfall 500-1000 mm;

Temperature 18°-22°C

5. | Rainfall 500-600 min;

Temperature 18°-22°C

Codes: ABCD
(a) 1342
(b) 2354
(c) 4521
(d) 4352

Explanation : (D)

(D) is the correct answer and the data given
of every crop is approximate value.

179.

Assertion (A) : Chile continues to be an
important producer of copper in the world.

Reason (R) : Chile is endowed with the
world’s largest deposit of porphyry copper.

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the
correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not a
correct explanation of A

(c) Aistrue, but R is false
(d) A isfalse, but R is true

Explanation : (A)

Both Assertion, as well as Reason are true.
Chile, the world’s largest copper producing
country, hosts six of the largest copper
mines in the world, while the remaining
four are located in Peru, Mexico and
Indonesia.

180.

The physical regions marked as 1, 2, 3 and
4 on the given map are respectively
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(a) Andes, Brazilian Shield, Guyana
Highlands and Amazon Basin

(b) Andes, Guyana Highlands, Brazilian
Shield and Amazon Basin

(c) Amazon Basin, Guyana Highlands,
Brazilian Shield and Andes

(d) Guyana Highlands, Brazilian Shield,
Andes and Amazon Basin

Explanation : (A)
In the above map
1- Andes
2- Brazilian Shield

3- Guyana Highlands
4- Amazon Basin

Thus, A is the correct answer.

181. Which one of the following agricultural
practices is eco-friendly?

(a) Organic farming

(b) Shifting cultivation

(c) Cultivation of high-yielding varieties

(d) Growing plants in glass houses
Explanation : (A)

Among given options, Organic Farming is
the most eco-friendly and sustainable form
of agricultutre.

182. Which one of the following scholars
suggests the earth’s origin from gases and
dust particles?

(a) James Jeans
(b) H. Alfven
(c) Hoyle

(d) O.Schmidt

Explanation : (D)

Professor O. Schmidt suggested that the
earth’s origin started from gases and dust
particles. Justin Orvel Schmidt is an
American entomologist, co-author of
Insect Defenses: Adaptive Mechanisms
and Strategies of Prey and Predators, author
of The Sting of the Wild, and creator of the
Schmidt Sting Pain Index.
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183.

Which one of the following types of coal
contains a higher percentage of carbon
than the rest?

(a) Bituminous coal
(b) Lignite

(c) Peat

(d) Anthracite

Explanation : (D)

Anthracite coal contains the highest
percentage of carbon than all others.

2000

184.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists:

List I List IT
(Oceanic Trench) (Location)
A. Aleutian 1. Indian Ocean
B. Kermadec 2. North Pacific
Ocean

C. Sunda 3. South Pacific
Ocean

D. S. Sandwich 4. South Atlantic
Ocean

Codes:ABCD

(@) 2413

(b) 2314

() 1324

(d) 1423

Explanation : (B)

Aleutian- North Pacific Ocean
Kermadec- South Pacific Ocean
Sunda- Indian Ocean

D.S. Sandwich- South Atlantic Ocean

Thus B is the correct answer.

185.

Download
Our App

Consider the following provinces of
former Yugoslavia

1. Bosnia
2. Croatia
3.  Slovenia
4.  Serbia
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The correct sequence of these provinces

from the east

(@) 4,1,3,2
(b) 4,1,2,3
(© 1,4,3,2
(d 1,4,2,3

Explanation : (B)

The correct sequence from east to west is
Serbia- Bosnia- Croatia- Slovenia

Thus, B is the correct answer.

186.

Match the drainage basinslabelled as A. B,
C and D with the names listed below and
select the correct answer using the codes
given below the names of the drainage
basins. Names of drainage basins :

DRAINAGE BASINS

Note to Scale D
1. Ganga Brahmaputra
2. Indus
3. Parana
4. Zambezi
Codes: ABCD
(a) 3124
(b) 1342
() 1324
(d 3142

Explanation : (C)

In the above question

A- Ganga Brahmaputra
B- Parana

C- Indus

D- Zambezi

Thus, C is the correct answer.
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187.

Assertion (A) : In Australia, cattle rearing
is done more for meat than for milk

Reason (R) : Australians are traditionally
non- vegetarians

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the
correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not a
correct explanation of A

(c) Aistrue, but R is false
(d) A isfalse, but R is true

Explanation : (B)

Cattle, sheep and goats are produced mainly
for human consumption throughout
Australia. Australians are traditionally non
vegetarians. They rear cattle mainly for
exporting meat to other countries.

Hence, assertion and reason both are
correct and R is not the correct explanation
of A.

188.

Which one of the following lakes forms an
international border between Tanzania
and Ugunda?

(a) Chad
(b) Malawi
(¢) Victoria

(d) Zambezi between Tanzania, Uganda

Explanation : (C)
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Lake Victoria is the lake that forms the
international border between Tanzania and
Uganda.

Lake Victoria is the largest lake in Africa
and the second largest freshwater lake in
the world.

The lake’s boundary with Tanzania and
Uganda stretches for 163 miles.

The lakes shoreline is shared by Kenya,
Uganda, and Tanzania.

The lake’s basin area also extends to Rwanda
and Burundi.

The lake’s waters are important for the
prosperity of millions of East Africans.

189. Consider the following statements about

the ‘Roaring Forties’:

1. They blow uninterrupted in the
Northern and Southern Hemispheres.

2. They blow with great strength and
constancy.

3. Their direction is generally from
North-West to East in the Southern
Hemisphere.

4.  Overcast skies, rain and raw weather
are generally associated with them.

Which of these statements are correct?

(@) 1,2and3
(b) 2,3and4
(¢) 1,3and4
(d) 1,2and4

Explanation : (B)

The Roaring Forties are strong westerly
windsthatblowin the Southern Hemisphere
between 40° and 50° south of the equator.

Roaring Forties blow with great strength
and constancy, which can be challenging to
navigate through.

The direction of the Roaring Forties in the
Southern Hemisphere is from the northwest
to the east. This means that the winds blow
predominantly from the northwest towards
the east.

Thus, B is the correc answer.

190. Which one of the following is known as

the “Coffee port” of the world?

(a) Sao Paulo

(b) Santos

(c) Rio deJaneiro
(d) Buenos Aires

Explanation : (B)

Santos in the Sao Paulo is known as the
coffee port of the world.
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191.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists:

ListT List IT
(Minerals) (Major producer)
A. Mineral Oil 1. Zambia
B. Copper 2. Guyana
C. Manganese 3. Venezuela
D. Bauxite 4, Gabon
ABCD
(A) 3142
(b) 3124
() 1324
(d 1342

Explanation : (A)

Venezuela is one of the major mineral oil
producers in the world. In fact, it is also
member country of major oil producing
group - OPEC. Zambia is world’s largest
copper producer. Gabon has world’s richest
Manganese reserves. Guyana is major
producer of Bauxite. Therefore, A is the
correct match.

2001

192.

Assertion (A) : Anti-cyclonic conditionsare
formed in winter season when atmospheric
pressure is high and air temperatures are
low.

Reason (R) : Winter rainfall in Northern
India causes development of anticyclonic
conditions with low temperatures.

(a) Both A and R are individually true,
and R is the correct explanation of A
Both A and R are individually true,
but R is NOT a correct explanation of
A

A is true, but R is false

A is false. but R is true

(b)

(c)
(d)

Explanation : (A)
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Winter monsoon is because of western
disturbance level developed in central and
north India.
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193.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the Lists :

List I List IT
(Local Wind) (Region)

I. Fohn A. Argentina
II. Samun B. Kurdistan
III.Santa C. California
IV. Zonda D Alps

Codes:

(a) I-B,II-D, III-A, IV-C

(b) I-D,II-B, III-C, IV-A

(¢) I-B,II-D, III-C,IV-A

(d) I-D,IIB,III-A, IV-C

Explanation : (B)

Fohn- Alps
Samun- Kurdistan
Santa- California

Zonda- Argentina

Thus, B is the correct answer.

194.

Assertion (A) : During the Neap Tides, the
high tide is lower tide is higher than usual.

Reason (R) : The Neap Tide, unlike the
Spring Tide, occurs on the new moon
instead of on the Full Moon.

(a) Both A and R are individually true,
and R is the correct A

(b) Both A and R are individually true,
but R is NOT a correct of A

(c) Aistrue, but Ris false

(d) A isfalse, but R is true

Explanation : (C)

Neap tides are tides in which there is small
difference between the high tide and low
tide because high tides are comparatively
bear less height and low tides have higher
height.

195.

Volcanic eruptions do not occur in the

(a) Baltic Sea
(b) Black Sea
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(c) Caribbean Sea
(d) Caspian Sea

Explanation: (A)

The Baltic Sea lies in the middle of sea of
the Atlantic Ocean, enclosed by Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden,
northeast Germany, Poland, Russia and the
North and Central European Plain. This is
not a earthquake zone.

196.

Mekong-Ganga Cooperation Project is

(a)

an irrigation project involving India
and Myanmar

(b) a joint tourism initiative of some
Asian countries

(c) a hydroelectric power project
involving India, Bangladesh and
Myanmar

(d) a defence and security agreement of

India with its eastern neighbours

Explanation : (B)

The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC)
was established on November 10, 2000,
at Vientiane at the First MGC Ministerial
Meeting. It comprises six member
countries, namely India, Thailand,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.
They emphasised four areas of cooperation,
which are tourism, culture, education, and
transportation linkage in order to lay solid
foundation for future trade and investment
cooperation in the region. The organization
takes its name from the Ganga and the
Mekong, two large rivers in the region.

197.

The high density of population in Nile
Valley and Island of Java is primarily due
to

(a) intensive agriculture
(b) industrialization

(c) urbanization

(d) topographic constraints

Explanation : (A)
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The Nile valley and Java Island both are
among highest agricultural fertile lands on
the earth and hence, agriculture is the main

occupation of natural inhabitants of these
two regions.

198.

Consider the following statements:

I.  Most magmas are a combination of
liquid, solid and gas.

II.  Water vapour and carbon dioxide
are the principal gases dissolved in a

magma.

III. Basaltic magma is hotter than the
silicic magma.

IV. The magma solidified between

sedimentary rocks in a horizontal
position is known as dike.

Which of these statements are correct?

(a) L IIandIII
(b IILIIIand IV
(¢c) TandIV

(d) I, IIandIV

Explanation : (A)

The correct answer is Option 1 - I, II, and
III.

Statement I is correct because magma
typically contains three components - a
liquid portion (melt), a solid portion
(minerals or crystals), and a gaseous
portion (volatiles).

Statement II is accurate as water vapour
and carbon dioxide are the main gases
absorbed in magma. These gases often
escape or “degas” as the magma ascends to
the Earths surface.

Statement III correctly indicates that
basaltic magma, composed mainly of basic
silicates with relatively small amounts of
silica, is hotter than silicic or felsic magma,
which contains a large quantity of silica.

Statement IV is not accurate as a magma
solidified between sedimentary rocks in a
horizontal position is known as a sill, while
a dike is a type of intrusion that occurs
when magma cuts across established rock
layers. Thus, its not included in the correct
answer.
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199.

Quartzite is metamorphosed from

(a) Limestone
(b) Obsidian
(c) Sandstone
(d) Shale

Explanation : (C)

Quartzite is a nonfoliated metamorphic
rock composed almost entirely of quartz.
It forms when a quartz-rich sandstone is
altered by the heat, pressure, and chemical
activity of metamorphism.

200.

Consider the following statements
regarding the earthquakes:
I.  The intensity of earthquake is

measured on Mercalli scale

II.  The magnitude of an earthquake is a
measure of energy released.

III. Earthquake magnitudes are based on
direct measurements of the amplitude
of seismic waves.

IV. In the Richter scale, each whole

number demonstrates a hundredfold
increase in the amount of energy
released

Which of these statements are correct?

(@) I, IIand]III
(b) IL Il and IV
(c) TandIV

(d) TandIII

Explanation : (A)

The Mercalli intensity scale is a seismic
scale used for measuring the intensity
of an earthquake. It measures the effects
of an earthquake. The magnitude of an
earthquake is measured on how much
energy is released. This is done through
Richter scale.

201.
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If the stars are seen to rise perpendicular
to the horizon by an observer, he islocated
on the

(a) Equator
(b) Tropic of Cancer
(c) South Pole

(d) North Pole

Explanation : (A)

It is standing at equator, a person will watch
stars rising perpendicular to the horizon
because of the rotation at its own axis.

202.

Who amongst the following was the first
to state that the Earth was spherical?

(a) Aristotle

(b) Copernicus

(c) Ptolemy

(d) Strabo

Explanation : (B)

According to  Diogenes  Laertius,
Copernicus was the first Greek who called
the Earth spherical.

203.

Consider the following statements made
about the sedimentary rocks:

1. Sedimentary rocks are formed at
Earths surface by the hydrological
system

2.  The formation of sedimentary rocks
involves the weathering of preexisting
rocks.

3.  Sedimentary rocks contain fossils.
4. Sedimentary rocks typically occur in
layers.

Which of these statements are correct?

(@) land2

(b) land4

(c) 2,3and4
(d 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (D)

Sedimentary rocks are types of rock that are
formed by the deposition and subsequent
cementation of that material at the
Earth’s surface and within bodies of water
(hydrological cycle). Sedimentation is the
collective name for processes that cause
mineral and/ or organic particles (detritus)
to settle in place.

It involves weathering and disintegrating
of pre existing rocks. Sedimentary rocks
contain significant proportion of fossils.
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Sediementary rocks are found in multiple
layers. Hence, all statements are correct.

2002

204. Consider the following climatic and

geographical phenomena :

1.  Condensation

2.  High temperature and humidity
3. Orography

4.  Vertical wind

Thunder Cloud development is due to
which of these phenomena?

(@) land2
(b) 2,3and4
(c) 1,3and4

(d 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (D)

Thunder cloud development is due to a
combination of all the listed phenomena:
condensation, high temperature and
humidity, orography, and vertical wind.

205.

Which one of the following statements
is correct with reference to our solar
system?

(@) The Earth is the densest of all the

planets in our solar system

(b) The predominant element in the
composition of Earth is silicon

(c) The Sun contains 75 per cent of the
mass of the solar system

(d) The diameter of the Sun is 190 times
that of the Earth

Explanation: (A)

Earth is the densest planet in our Solar
System. It has a density of 5.514 grams
per cubic centimeter, which is the highest
in solar system. Thus, the 1st statement is
correct with reference to our solar system.

206.
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Consider the following countries:

1. Albaina

2. Bosnia Herzegovina
3. Croatia

4. Macedonia

Which of these countries has / have
Adriatic sea as a boundary?

(@) land2
(b) 1,2and3
(c) 4only
(d) 3and4

Explanation : (B)

Adriatic Sea does not share its coast with
Macedonia

207. Consider the following statements:

) ¢

®

(2)
©
3)

Islands not to scale

1. Ocean currents are the slow-surface
movement of water in the ocean.

2. Ocean currents assist in maintaining
the Earth’s heat balance.

3. Ocean currents are set in motion
primarily by prevailing winds.

4. Ocean currents are affected by
the configuration of the ocean.

Which of these statements are correct?

(a) land2
(b) 2,3and4
(c) 1,3and4

(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (B)

Oceanic currents are fast moving sub
surface movement of bulk of water beneath
the oceanic surface. Thus, the 1st statement

is incorrect.

Oceanic currents do help in maintaining
heat balance from heat surplus zones to
heat deficit oceanic zones. Oceanic currents
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are primarily set by prevailing winds as
well as many other factors such as salinity
difference, temperature gradient, etc.

The movements of Oceanic currents also get
affected by the geographical configuration
of the ocean. Therefore, except the 1st
statement, all rest is correct.

208.

Assertion (A) : 60-65 latitudes in both
the hemispheres have a low pressure belt
instead of high pressure.

Reason (R) : The low pressure areas are
permanent over oceans rather than on

land.

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not a correct explanation of A

(c) AistruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation: (A)

Both are individually correct and R is the
correct explanation of A.

209.

Consider the following countries:

1. Brazil

2. Indonesia
3.  Japan

4. Russia

What is the descending order of the size
of the following countries population
wise ?

() 1,2,4,3
(b) 2,3,1,4
(c) 2,1,4,3
(d 1,2,3,4

Explanation : (C)

Descending order of the size of the
following countries population wise is :
Indonesia > Brazil > Russia > Japan.

Thus, the correct answer is C.

210.
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Consider the following statements:

1. In equatorial regions, the year is
divided into four main seasons

2. In Mediterranean region, summer
receives more rain

3. In China type climate, rainfall occurs
throughout the year

4. Tropical highlands exhibit vertical
zonation of different climates Which
of these statements are correct?

(a) 1,2,3and4
(b) 1,2and3
(c) 1,2and4
(d) 3and4

Explanation : (D)

In equatorial regions, the seasons are
classified in mainly three categories-
summer, winter and Rainy season. Thus, the
statement is incorrect. In Mediterranean
region, winter receives more rainfall than
any other season. China type climate
receives rainfall throughout the year.

211.

Assertion (A) : The surface winds spiral
inwards upon the centre of the cyclone.

Reason (R) : Air descends in the centre of
the cyclone

(a) Both A and R are individually true

and R is the correct explanation of A

Both A and R are individually true
but R is not a correct explanation of A

A is true but R is false
A is false but R is true

(b)

(c)
(d)

Explanation : (C)

The surface winds spiral inwards upon the
center of the cyclone. But the air does not
necessarily descends in the center of the
cyclone. Hence, (C) is the correct answer.

2003

212.

Which one of the following does not
border Panama)

(a) Costa Rica
(b) Pacific Ocean
(c) Colombia

(d) Venezuela

Explanation : (D)
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Panama does not share its border with
Venezuela.

213.

Assertion (A) : The amount of moisture in
the atmosphere is related to latitude.

Reason (R) : The capacity to hold moisture
in the form of water vapour is related to
temperature.

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of
A

(c) Aistruebut R is false

(d) Aisfalse but R is true

Explanation: (A)

Both are individually correct and R is the
correct explanation of A.

214.

Assertion (A) : The weight of a body
decreases with the increase of latitude on
earth.

Reason (R) : The earth is not a perfect
sphere.

(a) A and R are individually true and R is
the not the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is the correct explanation of A

(c) AistruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (D)

The weight of a body increases with the
Increase of latitude because the gravitational
force acting on the body also increases with
the increase of latitude. The reason because
the Earth is not a perfect sphere, due to
which it has short radius in poles resulting
into greater gravitation force. Hence, the
assertion is not correct whereas the reason
is correct.

215.
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Assertion (A): Unlike temperate forests,
the tropical rain forests, if cleared, can
yield productive farmland that can support
intensive agriculture for several years even
without chemical fertilizers.

Reason (R) : The primary productivity of
the tropical rain forest is very high when

compared to that of the temperate forests.

(a) Both A and R are individually true

and R is the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of
A

(c) AistruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (D)

Assertion is false but Reason is true. The
soil of tropical rain forests are usually void
of nutrients and thus considered not very
fertile.

216.

Israel has common borders with :

(a) Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Egypt
(b) Lebanon, Syria, Turkey and Jordan
(c) Cyprus, Turkey, Jordon and Egypt
(d) Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Yemen

Explanation : (A)

Israel shares borders with Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan, and Egypt.

Israel is located in the Middle East, at the
eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea. It
shares borders with Lebanon to the north,
Syria and Jordan to the east, and Egypt
to the south. Israel also shares maritime
borders with Cyprus.

217.

Which one of the following countries
does NOT border the Caspian Sea?

(a) Armenia

(b) Peru

(c) Kazakhstan

(d) Turkmenistan

Explanation : (A)

Armenia does not border the Caspian Sea.
Armenia is a landlocked country in the
South Caucasus.

The Caspian Sea is the world’s largest inland
body of water.

The countries that border the Caspian
Sea are:
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Russia
Kazakhstan
Turkmenistan
Iran

Azerbaijan

218. Among the following which planet takes
maximum time for one revolution around

the Sun?
(a) Earth
(b) Jupiter
(c) Mars
(d) Venus

Explanation : (B)

Jupiter takes maximum time for one
revolution around the sun.

219. Which one of the following countries is
land locked?

(a) Bolivia
(b) Peru
(c) Suriname
(d) Uruguay
Explanation: (A)
Bolivia is a landlocked country in central
South America, with a varied terrain

spanning Andes Mountains, the Atacama
Desert and Amazon Basin rainforest

220. Which one among the following covers
the highest percentage of forest area in
the world?

(a) Temperate Coniferous forests
(b) Temperate Deciduous forests
(c) Tropical Monsoon forests

(d) Tropical Rain forests
Explanation : (A)

Temperate coniferous forests cover the
highest percentage of forest area in the
world. These forests are found in areas with
cool winters and warm summers. They are
home to a variety of trees, including pine,
cedar, fir, and redwood.
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221. The waterfall ‘Victoria’ is associated with
the river:

(a) Amazon

(b) Missouri

(c) St.Lawrence

(d) Zambezi
Explanation : (D)

Victoria Falls is a waterfall in southern
Africa on the Zambezi River.

222. Which one among the following States
has the highest female literacy rate as per
the Census 2001?

(a) Chbhattisgarh

(b) Madhya Pradesh

(¢) Orissa

(d) Rajasthan
Explanation : (A)

As per the census of 2001 Chhattisgarh has
the highest female literacy rate.

223. Consider the following statements :

1. In Macedonia, ethnic Albanians are a
minority.
2. In Kosovo, Serbians area majority.

Which of these statements is/are correct?

(a) Onlyl

(b) Only2

(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (A)

Albanians are the largest ethnic minority in
the Republic of Macedonia. Kosovo Serbs
are the largest ethnic minority group and
one of the constituent nations of Kosovo.

Therefore, only 1st statement is correct. A
is the correct answer

224. Life expectancy is highest in the world in:

(a) Canada
(b) Germany
(c) Japan

(d) Norway
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Explanation : (C)

Japan has the highest life expectancy among
all given options.

225. Which amongst the following States has
the highest population density as per
Census- 20017

(a) Kerala

(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Uttar Pradesh
(d) West Bengal

Explanation : (D)

According to census , West Bengal has the
highest population density.

226. Which among the following countries
has the largest population?

(a) Indonesia

(b) Japan
(c) Pakistan
(d) Sudan

Explanation: (A)

Indonesia has the largest population of the
countries listed.

2004

227. The great Asian river Mekong does not
run through:

(a) China

(b) Malaysia
(c) Cambodia
(d) Laos

Explanation : (B)

The Mekong river flows 4800 km from
Tibet through China, Myanmar, Lao PDR,
Thailand, Cambodia, the Vietnam delta,
and into the South China Sea, draining
an area of 795,000 sq. km. Hence, it is
clear that the great Mekong does not pass
through Malaysia

228. Match List-I (Sea) with List-II (Country)
and select the correct answer using the
codes given below the Lists:
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List-I (Sea) List-II (Country)
A. |Black Sea 1 Bulgaria
B. [Red Sea 2. China
C. | Yellow Sea 3. Fritrea
D. [Caspian Sea 4., Kazakhstan
Codes:ABCD
(a) 1423
(b) 2314
() 1324
(d 2413

Explanation : (C)

Bulgaria is located west of the Black sea.
Eritrea is also located around Red sea.
Thus, (C) is the correct match.

229. Latvia does not share its borders with
which one of the following countries?

(a) Russia
(b) Estonia
(¢) Lithuania
(d) Poland
Explanation : (D)

Latvia does not share its border with
Poland.

230. Which one of the following statements is
correct?

(a) Cirrus clouds are composed of ice
crystals

(b) Cirrus clouds exhibit a flat base and
have the appearance of rising domes

(c) Clouds are white and thin, and form
delicate patches and give a fibrous and
feathery appearance

(d) Cumulus clouds are classified as high
clouds

Explanation : (C)

Cumulus clouds are puffy clouds that
sometimes look floating cotton.

The base of each cloud is often flat and 300
meters (1000 feet) above the ground. The
top of the cloud towers.
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231. Consider the

following geological
phenomena :

1.  Development of a fault
2. Movement along a fault

3. Impact produced by a volcanic
eruption

4. Folding of rocks

Which of the above cause earthquakes?

(@) 1,2and3
(b) 2and4
(¢c) 13and4

(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (D)

All of the given reason are possible cause of
earthquake.

232.

Assertion (A) : The thickness of the
atmosphere is maximum over the Equator.

Reason (R): High insolation and strong
convection currents occur over the Equato

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of
A

(c) Aistruebut R is false
(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (C)

The thickness of the troposphere varies
around the planet. Near the equator, the
troposphere is thicker than at the poles,
since the spinning of the Earth tends to
shift air towards the equator.

Thus, the temperature and insolation
has nothing to do with the thickness of
atmosphere over equator. Assertion is
correct, Reason is incorrect. C is the correct
answer
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233.

Match List-I (State/Province/Overseas
Territory) with List-II (Country) and
select the correct answer using the codes
given below the Lists:

List-T List IT
(State/Province/ Overseas
(Country) Territory)

A. | British Columbia | 1. | USA

B. [Bavaria 2. |UK
C. | Gibraltar 3. | Canada
D. | Rhode Island 4. | Germany
5. | Denmark

Codes:ABCD

(@) 1253
(b) 3421
() 1423
(d 3251

Explanation : (B)

British Columbia is a state of Canada
whereas Bavaria is a state in southeastern
Germany bordering Liechtenstein, Austria
and the Czech Republic. Thus, (B) is the
correct match. Rhode island is a state in
the New England region of north eastern
United States. Gibraltar is a British overseas
territory located on the southern end
peninsula. It shares its northern border
with Spain with major land mark of Rock
of Gibraltar. Panama? (C) Colombia (D)
Venezuela

234.

2005
Consider the following statements :
1. Total land area of Earth is
approximately 1475 lakh square
kilometers.

2. Ratio of land area to water area of
Earth is approximately 1:4

3. Maximum percentage of water on
earth is in the Pacific Ocean

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(@) land3
(b) 2and3
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(c) 1Only Explanation : (A)

(d) 3Only .

Explanation: (A)

Ratio of land area to water area of Earth
is approximately : 1:3 and NOT 1:4.

Hence, the 2nd statement is incorrect. A
is the correct answer.

235.

Itaipu Dam built on the River Parana
is one of the largest dams in the world.
Which one of the following two countries
has this as a joint project?

(a) Brazil and Peru

(b) Paraguay and Ecuador

(c) Brazil and Paraguay

(d) Colombia and Paraguay

Explanation : (C)

The Itaipu Dam is a hydroelectric dam on
the Parand River located on the border
between Brazil and Paraguay.

236.

Which one of the following is the correct
sequence of the given Continents in the
decreasing order of their percentage of
Earth’s land?

(a) North America - Africa - South
America - Europe

(b) Africa - North America - South
America - Europe

(c) North America - Africa - Europe -
South America

(d) Africa - North America - Europe -
South America

Explanation : (B)

Africa is the largest among given names.
North America stands next to North
America in area wise comparison.

After that comes South America followed
by European continent.

237.
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Where are the Balearic Islands located?

(a) Mediterranean Sea
(b) Black Sea
(c) Baltic Sea
(d) North Sea

The Balearic Islands are located in the
western Mediterranean Sea, off the eastern
coast of Spain. The archipelago is made up
of three main islands: Majorca, Minorca,
and Ibiza, as well as other smaller islands.

The Balearic Islands are divided into two
groups of islands: Gimnesias (Malloria,
Menoria, and Cabrera) in the north and
Pitiuass (Ibiza and Formentera) in the
southwest. The archipelago is located 50 to
190 miles (80 to 300 km) east of the Spanish
mainland.

The Balearic Islands are an autonomous
community and province of Spain, with
Palma de Mallorca as its capital and largest
city.

238. Which one of the following pairs is not

correctly matched?
(a) | Bahamas Nassau
(b) | Costa Rica San Jose
(c) | Nicaragua Belmopan

(d) | Dominican Republic Santo

Domingo

Explanation : (C)

The correct option is C :

Nicaragua: Belmopan. The capital
of Nicaragua is Managua, not
Belmopan. Belmopan is the capital of
Belize.

Here are the correct matches:

Bahamas: Nassau

Costa Rica: San Jose

Nicaragua: Managua

Dominican Republic: Santo Domingo

Nassau is the capital of The Bahamas, a
port on the northeastern coast of New
Providence Island. It's a popular pleasure
resort with a temperate climate, sandy
beaches, and beautiful scenery.
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239.

Which one of the following countries
does not border Lithuania?

(a) Poland
(b) Ukraine
(c) Belarus
(d) Latvia

Explanation : (B)

Ukraine does not border Lithuania.

Lithuania  borders the

countries:

following

North: Latvia

East and south: Belarus

Southwest: Poland and the Kaliningrad
region of Russia
West: The Baltic Sea

Lithuania also has a maritime border with
Sweden to the west.

240.

Which one of the following is the correct
sequence of the given towns of Pakistan
while moving from the North towards the
South?

(a) Islamabad - Gujarawala - Peshawar -
Multan

(b) Peshawar - Gujarawala - Multan -
Islamabad

(c) Peshawar - Islamabad - Gujarawala -
Multan

(d) Islamabad - Multan - Peshawar -
Gujarawala

Explanation : (C)

The correct sequence of the given towns
of Pakistan while moving from the North
towards the South is Peshawar — Islamabad
- Gujarawala - Multan.

Thus, C is correct answer.

241.
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Where is the volcanic mountain, Mount
St- Helens located?

(a) Chile

(b) Japan

(c) Philippines

(d) United States of America

Explanation : (D)

Mount St. Helens is an active stratovolcano
located in Skamania Country, Washington,
in the Pacific Northwest region of the
United States.

242.

Consider the following statements:

1. Great Britain comprises England,
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

2.  England covers less than 60% of the
total area of the United Kingdom.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly
(b) 2only
(c) Bothland2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

Great Britain is the largest island in Europe
that is comprised of three countries
England, Scotland and Wales with
capitals in London, Edinburg and Cardift
respectively.

On the other hand, the Great Kingdom of
Britain and Northern Island comprise of
Great Britain and Northern Island. Thus,
the 1st statement is incorrect.

Geographically, England covers a little over
half of the total geographical area of UK.
Hence, 2nd statement is also incorrect.
Hence (D) is the correct answer.

243.

Assertion (A) Wind patterns are
clockwise in the northern hemisphere and
anti-clockwise in the southern hemisphere.

Reason (R) : The directions of wind
patterns in the northern and the southern
hemisphere are governed by the Coriolis
Effect.

(a) Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of
A

(c) AistruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true
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Explanation: (A)

Wind Patterns are clockwise in the
northern hemisphere and anti-clockwise in
the southern hemisphere and Coriolis force
is the main reason behind this.

Hence, Assertion (A) and the Reason (R)
are both individually true and R is the
correct explanation of A. Thus, A is the
answer.

244.

Assertion (A) : The same face of the Moon
is always presented to the Earth.

Reason (R) : The Moon rotates about its
own axis in 2312 days which is about the
same time that it takes to orbit the Earth.

(a)

Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A

Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of

(b)

A
(c) Aistruebut R is false
(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (C)

Assertion (A) is true but Reason (R) is false.
Assertion (A) is right since we all know that
the same face of Moon is always presented
to the earth.

But the reason (R) is incorrect since the
moon actually rotates on its axis in about
27.3 days.

245.
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Match List-1 with List-II and select the
correct answer using the codes given
below the lists:

List I (City) List IT (River)
(a) Washington 1 River Manzanares
DC
(b) | Berlin 2. River Seine
(c) | Paris 3. River Spree
(d) | Madrid 4. River Potomac
ABCD
(a) 2341
(b) 4123
(c) 2143
(d 4321

urApp )2

Explanation : (D)

The Correct Answer is (D), A is false but R
is true.

246.

Assertion (A) : Existence of human life on
Venus is highly improbable.

Reason (R) : Venus has extremely high
level of carbon dioxide in its atmosphere.

(a) Both A and R are individually true

and R is the correct A

(b) Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct of A

(c) AisTruebutR is false

(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (A)

Existence of human life on Venus is
highly improbable since the Venus has
extremely high level of carbon dioxide in
its atmosphere.

Hence, Assertion (A) is true and the
Reason (R) is the correct explanation of
the assertion. A is the correct answer. The
presence of excess of CO in atmosphere
has led to a high rise as surface temperature
primarily because of green house effect.
It’s surface temperature of K i.e more than
°C does not allow any feasibility for the
existence of life.

247. Which one of the following pairs is not
correctly matched?
Current Name Old Name
(a) Harare Salisbury
(b) Ethiopia Abyssinia
(c) Ghana Dutch Gurlana
(d) Kinshasa Leopoldvile
2006
248. In which one of the following oceans is

Diamantine Trench situated?

(a) Pacific Ocean
(b) Atlantic Ocean
(¢) Indian Ocean

Arctic Ocean

(d)
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Explanation : (C)

The Diamantina Fracture Zone is an area
of the southeastern Indian Ocean sea floor.
It has a range of ridges and trenches. It
lies to the south of the mideastern Indian
Ocean features of the Wharton Basin and
Perth Basin, and to the south west of the
Naturaliste Plateau.

249.

Which one of the following pairs is not
correctly matched?

Well-known Place | Country
(a) | Baikonur Russia
(b) | Kourou French Guiana
(c) | Borobudar Indonesia
(d) | Cannes France

Explanation : (A)

Baikonur, formerly known as Leninsk, is a
city of republic significance in Kazakhstan
on the right bank of the Syr Darya river,
rented and administered by the Russian
Federation. Kourouisa commune in French
Guiana, an overseas region and department
of France located in South America.

250.

Other than India and China, which of
the following groups of countries border
Myanmar?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Bangladesh, Thailand and Vietnam
Cambodia, Laos and Malaysia
Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia
Thailand, Laos and Bangladesh

Explanation : (D)

The correct answer is Laos and Thailand.
The country is bordered by China to the
north and northeast, Laos to the east,
Thailand to the southeast, the Andaman
Sea and Bay of Bengal to the south and
southwest, Bangladesh to the west, and
India to the northwest.

251.
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What is the approximate mean velocity
with which the Earth moves round the
Sun in its orbit?

(a) 20km/s
(b) 30km/s

(c) 40km/s
(d) 50km/s

Explanation : (B)

A rough, general figure for the Earth’s mean

orbital speed is 29.78 kilometers per second
(km/s)

252.

Through which one of the following
groups of countries does the Equator
pass?

()
(b)
(c)
(d)

Brazil, Zambia and Malaysia
Colombia, Kenya and Indonesia
Brazil, Sudan and Malaysia
Venezuela, Ethiopia and Indonesia

Explanation : (B)

The Equator does not pass through Zambia,
Sudan and Ethiopia. Among given African
countries in the options, the Equator passes
through only one country-Kenya. Hence, b
is the correct answer.

253.

Which one of the following countries is
the leading producer of uranium?

(a) United States of America

(b) Canada
(c) Germany
(d) Zambia

Explanation : (B)

Atone time Canada was the largest uranium
producer in the world, but it lost that place
to Kazakhstan

254.

Bermuda triangle extends up to which of
the following places?

1. Southern Florida

2.  Puerto Rico

3. Hawaii Islands

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(a) 1,2and3

(b) 1and2only
() 2and3only
(d) 1and3only

Explanation : (B)
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Hawaii islands are located in the north
Pacific islands whereas the “Bermuda
Triangle” is geographically identified in the
North Atlantic Ocean.

255.

Assertion (A) : To orbit around the Sun,
the planet Mars takes lesser time than the
time taken by the Earth

Reason (R) : The diameter of the Planet
Mars is less than that of the Earth.

Both A and R are individually true
and R is the correct explanation of A

Both A and R are individually true
but R is not the correct explanation of

(a)

(b)

A
(c) Ais TruebutR is false
(d) A isfalse but R is true

Explanation : (D)

Mars takes a significantly longer time to
complete a single orbit of the Sun. In fact,
a year on Mars is almost twice as long as
a year on Earth - lasting 687 days, which
works out to about 1.88 Earth years Also,
the diameter of the Mars is lesser than the
Earth.

256.

Huangpu River flows through which one
of the following cities?

(a) Beijing

(b) Ho Chi Minh City
(c) Shanghai

(d) Manila

Explanation : (C)

Huangpu River passes through Sanghai, a
major industrial town of China.

2007

257.

Through which one of the following
Straits, does a tunnle connect United
Kingdom and France?

(a) Davis Strait

(b) Denmark Strait
(c) Strait of Dover
(d) Strait of Gibraltar

Explanation : (C)
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Strait of the Dover is a strait that connects
two significant Europe North Sea and
English Channel. The strait United
Kingdom from the European mainland
and forms between the UK and France.

258.

Consider the following statements:

1. The annual range of temperature is
greater in the Pacific Ocean than that
in the Atlantic Ocean.

2. 'The annual range of temperature is
greater in the Northern Hemisphere
than that in the Southern Hemisphere.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(¢) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (B)

The annual range of temperature is greater
in Atlantic Ocean than in the Pacific Ocean,
because the Atlantic Ocean is surrounded
by more landmass and these landmass play
significant role in influencing temperature
across the Atlantic Ocean.

Hence, the ocean witnesses more annual
range of temperature. On the other hand,
the Pacific Ocean is comparatively open
and has less landmass to get its temperature
influenced by them.

Therefore, it experiences less range
of temperature than Atlantic Ocean.
On similar logic, since the northern
hemisphere of the earth has more the
southern hemisphere, it experiences more
annual Tange.

259. Which one among the following rivers is

the longest?
(a) Amazon
(b) Amur
(c) Congo
(d) Lena
Explanation : (A)
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Amazon is the longest river in the world.

260. Match List-1 with List-II and select the
correct answer given below the lists:

List I (City) List-1I (River)
A. Bangkok 1. Irrawaddy
B. Phnom penh 2. Mekong
. 3. Menam
C. Hanoi (chao Phraya)
D. Yangon 4. Red River
ABCD
(@) 3241
(b) 4132
(c) 3142
(d) 4231

Explanation : (A)

*  Bangkok is geographically located on the
bank of Menam.
Phnom Penh- Mekong

*  Hanoi- Red River

*  Yangon- Irrawaddy

Thus, the correct answer is A

261. Where is Copacabana Beach located?

(a) Buenos Aires

(b) Hawaiian Islands

(c) Rio deJanerio

(d) Valletta
Explanation : (C)

. Copacabana beach is located in the
Brazilian city of Rio de Janerio.

262. Consider the following statements:

1.  FEither of the two belts over the oceans
at about 30 to 35 N and S Latitudes is
known as Horse Latitude.

2.  Horse latitudes are low pressure belts.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Explanation : (A)

Latitudes- degreesinboth of thehemisphere
are known as “Horse Latitudes”. The region
under these latitudes is high pressure belts.

The name it gets from ancient anecdotes.
In ancient time, it was said that the horse
merchants who used to sail under these
latitudes felt high pressure and their ships,
in many occasions, sunk due to high
atmospheric pressure. To avoid this, the
horse merchants would throw away many
horses in the sea to escape any accident.

263.

Thelargest coral reef in the world is found
near the coast of the following countries?

(a) Australia

(b) Cuba

(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) Philippines

Explanation : (A)

The Great Barrier Reef is the largest single
coral reef found along the north-eastern
Australia coast.

264.

Which one of the following countries
is planning to construct a rival to the
Panama Canal to link the Pacific and
Atlantic oceans?

(a) Colombia
(b) Costa Rica

(¢) Guatemala
(d) Nicaragua

Explanation : (D)

Nicaragua is planning to build a rival to
the Panama Canal to connect the Pacific
and Atlantic oceans. The project is called
the Nicaraguan Canal or the Interoceanic
Grand Canal. The canal’s purpose is to
provide a maritime shortcut between the
two oceans.

The project is estimated to cost $20 billion.
However, scientists have raised concerns
about the projects environmental impact,
and shipping experts and engineers have
questioned its viability.
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Colombia is also negotiating with China to
build an alternative to the Panama Canal.
The plan is to establish a “dry channel” to

(c) Manila
(d) Singapore
Explanation : (D)

connect the Colombian port of Benaven.

2008

265.
correctly matched?

Which of the following pairs is/are

Theory/Law Associated
Scientist
1. | Continental Drift [ Edwin Hubble
2. | Expansion of Alfred Wegener
Universe
3. | Photoelectric Albert Einstein
Effect

Select the correct answer using the code
given below :

(a) 2and 3 only
(b) 3only
(b) 2only
(d) 1only

Explanation : (B)

Continental Drift : In , the German
geologistand meteorologist Alfred Wegener
first proposed the theory of continental
drift, which states that parts of the Earth’s
crust slowly drift atop a liquid core.

What is Continental Drift? Expansion of
Universe: In, Edwin Hubble, an astronomer
at Caltech, made a critical discovery that
soon led to scientific answers for these
questions he discovered that the universe is
expanding.

Photoelectric Effect : The pathbreaking
discovery was accomplished by Sir Albert
Einstein for which he was given Nobel
Prize in Physics.

Photoelectric effect :
discovery

A pathbreaking

266.
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Which one of the following cities is
nearest to the equator?

(a) Colombo
(b) Jakarta

Singapore is the nearest city to the equator.

267.

In order of their distance from the Sun,
which of the following lie between Mars
and Uranus?

()
(b)
(©)
(d)

Earth and Jupiter
Jupiter and Saturn
Saturn and Earth
Saturn and Neptune

Explanation : (B)

In order of distance from the sun, Jupiter
and Saturn lie between Mars and Uranus.
Jupiter is the fifth planet from the sun, after
Mars and before Saturn. It’s also the first of
the four Jovian planets or gas giants, which
include Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.

2009

268.

In the structure of planet Earth, below
the mantle, the core is mainly made up of
which one of the following?

(a) Aluminum
(b) Chromium
(c) Iron

(d) Silicon

Explanation : (C)

The Earth’s core has two parts: a solid
inner core of iron and a liquid outer core
of nickel-iron alloy. The inner core has a
radius of about 760 miles (1,220 km) and
the outer core is about 1,355 miles (2,180
km) thick.

269.

Which one among the following
South Asian countries has the highest
population density?

(a) India
(b) Nepal
(c) Pakistan
(d) Srilanka

Explanation : (A)
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After Bangladesh, India has the highest
population density.

270.

Consider the following countries :

1.  Australia
2. Namibia
3. Brazil
4. Chile

Through which of the above does the
Tropic of Capricorn pass :

(a) lonly

(b) 2,3and4
(c) 1,2and3
(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (D)

The tropic of Capricorn line passes
through Chile, Argentina, Brazil, Namibia,
Botswana, South Africa, Mozambique,
Argentina, Paraguay, Mozambique,
Madagascar, Australia and  French
Polynesia, New Caledonia, Fiji, Tonga and
the Cook Islands before landfall at Pitcaim.
The tropic of cancer passes through
Bahamas, Mexico, Mauritius, Mali, Western
Sahara, Algeria, Niger, Libya, Egypt, Saudi

north-east monsoon, hence the statement
2nd is incorrect. In the world, the tropical
deserts occur along the western margins of
continents within the trade wind belt. Only
1st statement is correct.

272.

Cape Canaveral, the site from which
space shuttles are launched is located on
the coast of

(a) Florida

(b) Virginia

(¢) North Carolina
(d) South Carolina

Explanation : (A)

The city of Cape Canaveral is located at
the northern tip of a barrier island on the
Atlantic coast of Florida. It is separated
from mainland by the Banana River, Meritt
Island and Indian river from east to west.

273.

Match List I with List II and select the
correct answer using the code given below
the lists:

ListI List IT
(Geographic feature) (Country)

Great Victoria Desert 1 Australia

A
Arabia, Inciiia,.China, Oman, Bangladesh, B. | Grand Canyon 2. Canada
Burma and Taiwan. C. | Lake Winnipeg 3. New Zealand
271. Consider the following statements : D. | Southern Alps 4. US.A

1. In the world, the tropical deserts Code:ABCD

occur along the western margins of

continents within the trade wind belt. (a) 1243
2. In India, the East Himalayan region (b) 1423

gets high rainfall from northeast (c) 3241

winds. (d) 3421

Which of the statements given above is

are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(¢c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (A)
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In India, eastern Himalayas receives higher
rainfall than western Himalayas but that
is from south-west monsoon, and not the

Explanation : (B)

Correct option is B.

Great Victoria Desert spreads in the
western part of Australia.

The Grand Canyon has been formed by
the Colorado river flowing in the western
desert area of the U.S.A.

Lake Winnipeg is an important lake in
Manitoba state of Canada.
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Southern Alps is an important mountain
range in the southern Island of New
Zealand.

274.

Which one of the following is not correctly
matched?

City River
(a) Berlin Rhine
(b) London Thames
(c) New York Hudson
(d) Vienna Danube

. Explanation: (A)

Berlin is located in northeastern Germany
on the banks of Rivers Spree and Havel.
Hence incorrect match. A is the correct
answer.

2010

275.

Which one of the following can one come
across if one travels through the Strait of
Malacca?

(a) Bali

(b) Brunci

(c) Java

(d) Singapore

Explanation : (D)

Singapore is one of the destinations that can
be encountered while traveling through the
Strait of Malacca.

The Strait of Malacca is a narrow body
of water that connects the Indian Ocean
and the South China Sea. It is one of the
world’s busiest shipping lanes and is located
between the Malay Peninsula and the
Indonesian island of Sumatra.

Singapore is a sovereign country and city-
state located at the southern end of the
Malay Peninsula. It is about 275 square
miles and is home to over five million
people.

276.
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A geographic region has
characterstics:

following

1. Warm and dry climate
2. Mild and wet winter

3.  Evergreen oak trees

The above features are the distinct
characteristics of which one of the
following regions?

(a) Mediterranean

(b) Eastern China

(¢) Asia

(d) Atlantic coast of North America

Explanation : (A)

Mediterranean type of climate has
following characteristics : Mediterranean
climate characterized by wet, mild winters
and large, warm dry summers. Most part
of yearly rainfall occurs during the winter
and there can be many dry months, with
the exception of summer storms. Due
to summer drought, wild fires are, also, a
Mediterranean climate characteristic.

277.

What causes wind to deflect toward left in
the Southern hemisphere?

(a) Temperature
(b) Magnetic field
(c) Rotation of the earth

(d) Pressure

Explanation : (C)

Coriolis Effect generated by the rotation of
the earth, causes wind to deflect toward left
in the Southern hemisphere. Hence, C is
the correct option.

278.

Though coffee and tea both are cultivated
on hill slopes, there is some difference
between them regarding their cultivation.
In this context, consider the following
statements:

1.  Coffee plant requires a hot and humid
climate of tropical areas whereas tea
can be cultivated in both tropical and
subtropical areas.

2.  Coffee is propagated by seeds but tea
is propagated by stem cuttings only.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly
(b) 2only

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official




PRELIMS MADE EASY - III GEOGRAPHY

(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (C)

Both stands correct statements. Coffee
plant requires a hot and humid climate of
tropical areas whereas tea can be cultivated
in both tropical and subtropical areas.
Coffee is propagated by seeds but tea is
propagated by stem cuttings to maintain
genetic consistency.
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Which one of the following is not a site for
in-situ method of conservation of flora?

(a) Biosphere Reserve
(b) Botanical Garden
(c) National Park

(d) Wildlife Sanctuary

Explanation : (B)

In-Situ method of conservation:

The in-situ method of conservation is also
called an on-site conservation method.

It means the conservation of biodiversity in
their natural habitats itself.

Examples: National parks, biosphere
reserves, parks, sanctuaries.

Ex-Situ method of conservation:

It means the conservation of biological
diversity outside their natural habitats
through different techniques.

Examples : It includes Zoo, Captive
breeding, Aquarium, Botanical garden,
Seed, and Gene bank.

Biosphere reserves :

They protect larger areas of natural habitat
than a typical national park or animal
sanctuary, and often include one or more
national parks or reserves, along with buffer
zones that are open to some economic uses.
Protection is granted not only to the flora
and fauna of the protected region, but also
to the human communities who inhabit
these regions, and their ways of life. In total
there are 18 biosphere reserves in India.

National park :

It is a natural park in use for conservation
purposes, created and protected by
national governments. Often it is a reserve
of natural, semi-natural, or developed
land that a government declares or owns.
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Although individual countries designate
their own national parks differently, there
is a common idea: the conservation of
‘wild nature’ for posterity and as a symbol
of national pride. National parks are almost
always open to visitors.

Wildlife sanctuary :

It is a protected area that is important for
flora, fauna, or geological features. They
are reserved and managed for conservation
and to provide opportunities for study or
research.

Wildlife sanctuaries are known for wildlife
conservation, which includes insects,
animals, birds, and microorganisms of
various species and genes.

They protect animal habitats and their
surroundings from any sort of disturbance.
The capturing, killing, and poaching of
animals is strictly prohibited in these
regions.

Therefore, Biosphere reserves, national
parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and other
places are included in in-situ biodiversity
conservation.

Two important rivers one with its sources
in Jharkhand and Know by a different
name in Odisha, and another, with its
source in Odisha merge at a place only
a short distance from the coast of Bay
of Bengal before flowing into the sea.
This is an important site of wildlife and
biodiversity and a protected area. Which
one of the following could be this?

(a) Bhitarkanika

(b) Chandipur-on-sea
(c) Gopalpur-on-sea
(d) Simlipal

Explanation : (A)

Bhitarkanika Mangroves is a 650 square
kilometer mangrove wetland in Odisha,
India. It is located in the deltas of the
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Baitarani and Brahmani rivers, and is the
second largest mangrove ecosystem in
India.

The Bhitarkanika Mangroves is a network of
canals and creeks that are flooded by water
from the Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra,
and Patasala rivers. It is one of the most
important Ramsar wetlands in India and
was declared a Ramsar Site in 2002.

The Bhitarkanika Mangroves is a wildlife
sanctuary that is home to many species of

wildlife, including:

1. Saltwater crocodiles, some of which
can grow to 23 feet long

Asian water monitors
3. Numerous snakes

215 bird species, including eight types
of kingfishers

Chandipur-on-sea :

It is also known as Chandipur, is a resort
town and beach in the Balasore district
of Odisha, India. It's located on the Bay
of Bengal, about 16 kilometers from the
Balasore Railway Station.

The beach is unique because the water
recedes up to 5 kilometers during the
ebb tide and returns to fill the emptiness
during high tide. This natural phenomenon
happens twice a day, and visitors can walk
on the sea bed.

Gopalpur-on-sea :

It is a beach resort in the Ganjam district
of Odisha, India. It's located on the Bay of
Bengal coast, about 15 km from Berhampur.

Gopalpur-on-sea is considered one of
India’s most beautiful beaches. It's known
for its remoteness, peace, and oftbeat crowd.
The beach is surrounded by coconut and
casuarina groves and is a popular nesting
site for Olive Ridley Turtles.

Simlipal :

It is a national park and tiger reserve in
the Mayurbhan;j district of Odisha, India.
The park is 2,750 square kilometers in size
and covers waterfalls. It is home to wild
elephants and Royal Bengal tigers.
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Simlipal is named after the Simul (silk
cotton) tree. It was once a hunting ground
for the rulers of the province.

The Himalayan Range is very rich in
species diversity. Which one among the
following is the most appropriate reason
for this phenomenon?

(a) It has a high rainfall that supports
luxuriant vegetative growth

(b) It is a confluence of different
biogeographical zones

(c) Exotic and invasive species have not
been introduced in this region

(d) It hasless human interference

Explanation : (B)

Biogeographic  classification is  the
division of India based on biogeographic
characteristics. Biogeography is the study
of the distribution of species, organisms,
and ecosystems in geographic space and
through geological time.

India has ten biogeographical zones:

Trans Himalayan zone
Himalayan zone
Desert zone

Semiarid zone
Western Ghat zone
Deccan plateau zone
Gangetic plain zone
North east zone

¥® N TR w DD =

Coastal zone

10. Islands present near the shore line
The Himalayan Range is rich in species
diversity because its a confluence of
different biogeographical zones. The
Himalayan region is made up of a unique
topography that spans several countries
and includes a wide range of elevations and
climates.

The Himalayan Range also has a variety of
forest types and is rich in zoobiogeographic
regions. The diversity of altitude, rainfall,
and soil conditions, combined with the
high snow line, supports a variety of distinct
plant and animal communities.
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Species diversity is the number of different
species that are represented in a given
community. It can also include species
richness, taxonomic or phylogenetic
diversity, and/or species evenness.

What is Exotic and Invasive Species?

An exotic species is a species that lives
outside of its natural habitat. An invasive
species is a non-native species that causes
disruption to the local ecosystem.

Exotic species are also known as alien,
non-native, and non-indigenous species.
Invasive species are also known as exotic or
nuisance species.

Invasive species can cause economic or
environmental harm. For example, invasive
predators can capture prey so well that
prey populations decline over time. Other
invasive species can prevent native species
from getting food, living space, or other
resources.

A state in India has the following
characteristics

1.  Its northern part is arid and semi-
arid.

Its central part produces cotton.
Cultivation of cash crops is
predominant over food crops.

Which one of the following states has all
of the above characteristics?

(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Gujarat

(c) Karnataka

(d) Tamil Nadu

Explanation : (B)

The state of Gujarat satisfies all of the given
conditions. Its northern part is arid and
semi arid, its central part is a major cotton
producing area, and cash crops dominate
over food crops in the state.

The soils of Gujarat can be broadly classified
into nine groups-

1.  Black soil,

2. Mixed red and black soils,

3. Residual sandy soil,
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Alluvial soil,
Saline soil,
Lateritic soil,
Hilly soil,

Desert soil,

© % N o U

Forest soil.

The predominant texture of North Gujarat’s
soil is sandy loam to loam. Gujarat is mostly
dry and has desert in the north-west part of
the state.

Gujarat accounts for almost 30% of total
cotton production in the country. It is
widely cultivated in almost all districts
except part of Dangs and Valsad districts.

The main crops grown in Gujarat include
cotton, groundnut, milk and milk products
and dates. These are all commercial crops.

The 2004 Tsunami made people realize
that mangroves can serve as a reliable
safety hedge against coastal calamities.
How do mangroves function as a safety
hedge?

(a) The mangrove swamps separate the
human settlements from the sea by
a wide zone in which people neither
live nor venture out.

(b) The mangroves provide both food
and medicines which people are in
need of after any natural disaster.

(c) The mangrove trees are tall with dense
canopies and serve as an excellent
shelter during a cyclone or Tsunami.

(d) The mangrove trees do not get
uprooted by storms and tides because
of their extensive roots.

Explanation : (D)

Mangrove forests are coastal wetlands that
grow in tropical and subtropical regions.
They are made up of trees and shrubs
that live in the intertidal zone. Mangroves
are also known as mangrove swamps,
mangrove thickets, or mangals.

Mangroves are salt-loving plants that grow
in brackish to saline tidal waters. They are
also called Halophytes. Brackish water is
a mix of salt and fresh water, and can be
found where rivers meet the ocean.
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Mangroves can tolerate salinity levels
ranging from 2% to 90%. The trees that
grow in Mangrove Forests are generally
8-20 meters high. These trees have thick
leaves. They have blind roots which are
called Pneumatophores. These roots help
these trees to respire in anaerobic soils. The
seeds of Mangrove Forests trees germinate
in the trees themselves before falling
- 'This is called the Viviparity mode of
reproduction.

Mangroves grow in low-oxygen soil, where
slow-moving waters allow fine sediments
to accumulate. Mangrove forests are
characterized by humid climates, saline
environments, and waterlogged or muddy
soils.

Mangroves act as a safety hedge by
protecting coastal areas from storms,
hurricanes, and tsunamis. Their deep roots
prevent them from being uprooted by
storms and tides. Mangroves also help to
bind and construct soils.

Here are some ways mangroves protect
coastal areas:

1. Stabilize shorelines: Mangroves
prevent erosion and protect the land
and people who live there from waves
and storms.

2. Reduce wave energy: Mangroves’
broad roots help reduce the energy
stored in huge waves.

3. Act as a natural barrier: Mangroves
absorb the impact of waves and
storm surges, protecting coastal
communities.

4. Act as a buffer zone: Mangroves
arrest winds, slowing them down and
minimizing impact on land.

Mangroves are also important to the

ecosystem. They provide essential habitat

for thousands of species. The mangrove
forests of Sundarbans are the largest
mangrove forests in the world.
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La Nina is suspected to have caused
recent floods in Australia. How is La Nina
different from FEI Nino?

1. La Nina is characterized by unusually
cold ocean temperature in equatorial
Indian ocean whereas EI Nino is
characterized by unusually warm
ocean temperature in the equatorial
pacific ocean.

2. FEI Nino has adverse effect on south

west monsoon of India, but La Nina
has no effect on monsoon climate.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

El Nifo and La Nifa are phases of the El
Nifio-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) cycle.
El Nifio is the warm phase, while La Nifa is
the cool phase.

El Nifo occurs when the surface water in
the equatorial Pacific becomes warmer than
average and east winds blow weaker than
normal. La Nifia occurs when the water is
cooler than normal and the east winds are
stronger.

El Nifo events typically occur every 3 to 5
years and typically last for nine to twelve
months.

Small changes in sea-surface temperature
can lead to big changes in the atmosphere.
ElNifo and La Nifia events can dramatically
affect weather patterns around the world.
For example, El Nifio conditions lead to
wetter, snowier conditions and cooler
maximum temperatures during the winter.

La Nifa conditions lead to drier and
warmer temperatures overall, with notable
extreme cold spells.

There are also neutral phases of the cycle
when conditions are closer to the long-term
average. Approximately half of all years are
described as neutral.
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7. Between India and east Asia, the
navigation time and distance can be
greatly reduced by which of the following?

1. Deepening the Malacca straits
between Malaysia and Indonesia.

2. Opening a new canal across the kra
isthmus between the gulf of Siam and
Andaman sea.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (B)

The Strait of Malacca is a 500-mile-long,
40-155-mile-wide waterway that connects
the Andaman Sea to the South China Sea
and Singapore Strait. It’s located between
the Malay Peninsula and the Indonesian
island of Sumatra.

*  Deepening the strait might not be feasible
due to its narrow width and the presence of
multiple islands.

. The environmental impact of deepening
the strait could also be significant, as it is a
vital area for marine biodiversity

. The Kra Isthmus is a narrow strip of land
in Thailand that separates the Gulf of Siam
and the Andaman Sea. The Kra Canal, also
known as the Thai Canal or Kra Isthmus
Canal, is a proposal for a canal that would
connect the two bodies of water.

* A new canal across the Kra Isthmus would
allow ships to bypass the longer route
around the Malay Peninsula, saving time
and fuel. The idea has gained attention from
policy-makers, legislators, and maritime
activities due to its potential advantages.

These include:

1.  Cost savings
Higher levels of safety and security

3. Shortened distance and time
compared to the voyage through the
Straits of Malacca.
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The Kra Isthmus is located at Ban Thapli,
Tambon Mamu on Highway No. 4 along
the route to Chumphon Province. It is the
narrowest part of the Malay Peninsula,
with a distance from the west coast to the
east coast of about 50 kilometers wide.

Among the following States, which
one has the most suitable climatic
conditions for the cultivation of a large
variety of orchids with minimum cost of
production, and can develop an export
oriented industry in this field?

(@) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Uttar Pradesh

Explanation : (B)

Arunachal Pradesh is known as the “Orchid
State of India” and “Orchid Paradise of
India”. The state is home to about 40% of
India’s orchid species.

Arunachal Pradesh is also known as the
“Land of the Rising Sun” and “Land
of Dawn-lit Mountains” It's India’s
easternmost state, and its borders touch
China, Bhutan, and Myanmar.

Orchids are special plants of a warm tropical
moist area. They need a temperature of 20
degrees Celsius and humidity of 80%. The
population of orchids diminishes as one
proceeds towards poles from the tropics.

Arunachal Pradesh has moderate climatic
conditions, with adequate rainfall, required
for the growth of these decorative flowering
plants. The availability of fertile soil and
suitable temperature eliminates the need
for expensive greenhouse cultivation.
This results in a lower cost of production
compared to other states.

The most common potting mixture for
orchids consists of charcoal, broken pieces
of bricks and tiles, coconut husk and fiber.
Perforated earthen pots are ideal and the
plants are staked with bamboo sticks.

Orchids are found both terrestrial and as
well as epiphytic.
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9.

India is regarded as a country with
“Demographic Dividend”. This is due to-

(a) Its high population in the age group
below 15 years.

(b) Its high population in the age group
of 15-64 years.

(c) Its high population in the age group
above 65 years.

(d) Its high total population.

Explanation : (B)

India is considered a country with a
“demographic dividend” because of its
large population of working-age people.

A demographic dividend is the economic
growth that results from a country’s
changing age structure. India has a median
age of 28.4 years, and about 67% of its
population is between the ages of 15 and
64. This means that a large portion of
the population is capable of working and
contributing to the labor force.

The main causes of demographic dividends
are fertility decline and rapid urban
expansion. India’s working-age population
is increasing due to declining birth rates.
In the last decade, India’s average annual
population growth rate has been nearly half
of what it was in the 1970s.

10.

The lower Gangetic plain is characterised
by humid climate with high temperature
throughout the year. Which one among
the following pairs of crops is most
suitable for this region?

(a) Paddy and Cotton
(b) Wheat and Jute
(c) Paddy and Jute
(d) Wheat and cotton

Explanation : (C)

Climate and temperature play a significant
role in determining the crops suitable for a
particular region.

The lower Gangetic plain is characterized
by a humid climate with high temperatures
throughout the year.

Paddy and jute are the most suitable crops
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for the lower Gangetic plain. The lower
Gangetic plain is characterized by high
humidity and heavy rainfall. The rich
bhangar soil in the region is suitable for rice
cultivation.

Paddy and jute are both important crops
that grow in many regions around the
world.

Paddy is another name for rice. The word
“paddy” comes from the Malay word padi,
which means “rice plant”. Paddy is a rice
field, or rice, especially in the husk, either
uncut or gathered.

Jute is a fiber crop that can be harvested
after a certain period of vegetative growth,
usually between 100 to 150 days. Jute is a
natural fiber crop that is biodegradable
and annually renewable, making it an
environmentally friendly crop. Jute grows
best in temperatures between 15°C and
34°C, with a relative humidity of 65%. Jute
cannot grow at temperatures below 15°C or
above 43°C.

Both rice and jute grow in heavily inundated
places, particularly near river deltas.

Why Paddy and Jute are suitable for this
region?

Paddy and jute are suitable for the lower
Gangetic plain because of the regions
humid climate and high temperatures. The
lower Gangetic plain is also characterized
by heavy, well-distributed precipitation
throughout the year.

Paddy requires a lot of water, and the high
humidity in this region ensures that the soil
remains moist.

Jute, on the other hand, requires a lot of
water during the first few weeks of growth,
and the abundant rainfall in this region
ensures that the jute plants get the required
amount of water.

11.

With reference to micro-irrigation, which
of the following statements is/are correct?

1.  PFertilizer/nutrient loss can be

reduced.

2. It is the only means of irrigation in
dry land farming.
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3. In some areas of farming, receding of
ground water table can be checked.

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

(a) lonly

(b) 2and 3 only
(c) land3only
(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (C)

Statements 1 and 3 are correct:

Statement 1 : Fertilizer/nutrient loss can be
reduced.

Micro-irrigation  delivers ~water and
nutrients directly to the roots of plants,
reducing the loss of fertilizers and nutrients
due to runoft or evapouration.

Statement 3 : In some areas of farming, re-
ceding of groundwater table can be checked

Micro-irrigation can help in checking the
receding of the groundwater table in certain
farming areas.

Statement 2 is incorrect:

Statement 2 : It is the only means of
irrigation in dry land farming.

Dryland farming is the production of crops
without irrigation in regions that receive
rainfall of less than 500 mm annually.

Micro-irrigation is a modern method
of irrigation that applies water through
drippers, sprinklers, foggers, and other
emitters on the surface or subsurface of
the land. Sprinkler irrigation and drip
irrigation are the commonly used micro-
irrigation methods.

Micro-irrigation benefits :
Increase in crop yield.
Reduces the loss of water.
Fertilizer saving.
Nutrient leaching can be reduced.
Reduces pest problems
Reduces soil erosion
Help in
depletion

reducing ground water
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12.

Salinization occurs when the irrigation
water accumulated in the soil evapourates,
leaving behind salts and minerals. What
are the effects of salinization on the
irrigated land?

(a) Itgreatlyincreasesthecrop production
(b) It makes some soils impermeable
(c) TItraises the water table

(d) It fills the air spaces in the soil with
water

Explanation : (B)

Salinity is the presence of salts (such as
sodium chloride, magnesium and calcium
sulfates) and bicarbonates, in soil and water.

Problems due to soil salinity :

It can have several effects on irrigated
land, including:

Reduced crop productivity: Salinization
can cause high osmotic stress, nutritional
disorders, and toxicities in crops. It can also
slow plant development and cause yield
loss.

Soil structure: The type of salt present
can affect the soil structure. For example,
sodium and magnesium ions can destroy
soil structure, while calcium carbonate can
improve it.

Soil impermeability: Salinization can
make some soils impermeable.

Vegetation:  Salinization can
vegetation to die.

cause

Arable land: Salinization can remove
arable land from production.

13.

What is the difference between asteroids
and comets?

1.  Asteroids are small rocky planetoids,
while comets are formed of frozen
gases held together by rocky and
metallic material.

2. Asteroids are found mostly between
the orbits of Jupiter and Mars, while
comets are found mostly between
Venus and Mercury.

3. Comets show a perceptible glowing
tail, while asteroids do not.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

Which of the statement(s) given above is/
are correct?

(a) land2only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 3only

(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (B)

Asteroids and comets are both ancient
objects in our solar system that formed
about 4.5 billion years ago.

Here are some differences between them:

Composition: Asteroids are made of metals
and rocky material, while comets are made
of ice, dust, and rocky material.

Size: Asteroids can range in size from Vesta,
which is about 329 miles (530 kilometers)
in diameter, to bodies that are less than 33
feet (10 meters) across.

Location: Most asteroids are located in
the asteroid belt between Jupiter and
Mars. Comets are located in the outermost
regions of the solar system, either in the
Oort Cloud or in the Kuiper belt.
Appearance: Asteroids are dark in
appearance and probably consist of clay and
silicate rocks. Comets have a perceptible
glowing tail, while asteroids do not.

Orbit: As a comet gets closer to the Sun, it
moves faster and faster.

Gravity: Most of the gravity affecting a
comet’s motion is due to the Sun.

14.

Westerlies in southern hemisphere are
stronger and persistent than in northern
hemisphere. Why?

1. Southern hemisphere has less
landmass as compared to northern
hemisphere.

2. Coriolis force is higher in southern
hemisphere as compared to northern
hemisphere

Which of the statement(s) given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly
(b) 2only
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(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (A)

Westerlies are winds that blow from
the west towards the east in the middle
latitudes. They are also known as anti-
trades or prevailing westerlies.

Westerlies are found in both the Northern
and Southern Hemispheres, between 30
and 60 degrees latitude. They are fed by
polar easterlies and winds from the high-
pressure horse latitudes.

Westerlies are permanent winds that blow
from the subtropical high-pressure belts
towards sub-polar low-pressure belts.

The westerlies in the southern hemisphere
are stronger and more persistent than in the
northern hemisphere because the southern
hemisphere has less landmass.

Here are some reasons WhV

Less land interference :

The westerlies in the southern hemisphere
faceless land interference than the northern
hemisphere. Land interference can obstruct
the flow of wind, slowing the westerlies.

Less surface friction :

The southern hemisphere has more ocean
and less land than the northern hemisphere.
This means there is less surface friction in
the southern hemisphere, allowing the
westerlies to blow with greater force.

Higher Coriolis force :

The Coriolis force deflects the westerlies to
the left. The Coriolis force acts identically
in both hemispheres.

The Coriolis force is not stronger in the
Southern Hemisphere than in the Northern
Hemisphere. The Coriolis force is equal on
both sides of the equator.

The Coriolis force is a result of the Earth’s
rotation. The Earth spins quickly at the
equator but not at all at the poles. This
difference creates a centrifugal force, which
is essentially the Coriolis force.

The Coriolis force is strongest at the poles
and absent at the equator. It is directly
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proportional to the angle of latitude. The
Coriolis force is also inversely proportional
to the speed of rotation at a given point on
the Earth.

The Coriolis force affects weather patterns,
such as cyclones and trade winds. For
example, the Coriolis force is why cyclones
spin clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere
and counterclockwise in the Northern
Hemisphere.

15.

A layer in the Earth’s
called Ionosphere
communication. Why?

atmosphere
facilitates radio

1. The presence of ozone causes the
reflection of radio waves to Earth.

2. Radio waves have a very long
wavelength.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (D)

The  ionosphere  facilitates  radio
communication because it contains charged
particles that can reflect radio waves back
to Earth. The ionosphere is an electrically
charged layer of the Earth’s atmosphere that
extends from 80-400 km above the Earth’s
surface. It contains ionized particles and
free electrons that can reflect and refract
radio waves back to Earth.

The ionosphere can also reflect radio waves
directed at an angle into the sky back toward
the Earth. This means that radio waves can
return to Earth beyond the horizon.

Ozone is present in the stratosphere, which
is a layer of the atmosphere that begins
about 10-16 kilometers (6-10 miles) above
Earth’s surface and extends up to about 50
kilometers (31 miles) altitude.

Radio waves have the longest wavelengths
in the electromagnetic spectrum. They can
range in size from the length of a football to
larger than the planet.
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Radio waves are a type of electromagnetic
radiation best-known for their use in
communication technologies, such as
television, mobile phones and radios.

Radio waves are a type of electromagnetic
(EM) radiation with wavelengths in the
electromagnetic spectrum longer than
infrared light.

They have frequencies from 300 GHz
to as low as 3 kHz and corresponding
wavelengths from 1 millimetre to 100
kilometres.

16.

What could be the main reason(s) for the
formation of African and Eurasian desert
belt?

1. It is located in the sub-tropical high
pressure cells.

2. It is under the influence of warm
ocean currents.

Which of the statement(s) give above is/
are correct in this context?

(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (A)

The main reason for the formation of the
African and Eurasian desert belt is its
location in the subtropical high pressure
cells. The cells are characterized by
sinking air masses, which suppress cloud
formation and precipitation, resulting in
arid conditions.

The influence of warm ocean currents is
also a contributing factor, but it is not the
main reason.

The belt’s formation is influenced by
several factors, including:

Subtropical high pressure cells :

These cells are characterized by sinking air
masses that suppress cloud formation and
precipitation, resulting in arid conditions.

Warm ocean currents :

Warm ocean currents, such as the Canary
Current and the Benguela Current, cause
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seawater to evapourate, leading to the
formation of dry air.

The subtropical high-pressure cells on
Earth are generally between 20° and 35° in
both hemispheres.

Here’s some more information about
warm ocean currents:

Origin: Warm currents originate near
the equator because the Earth’s equator
is warmed by the sun’s most intense rays.
The air at the equator is cooler than the air
farther north or south.

Direction: Warm currents move towards
the poles or higher latitudes.

Examples: The Gulf stream and the
Kuroshio current are examples of warm
ocean currents.

Ocean currents are streams of water that
flow continuously over the ocean surface
in fixed directions. They are caused by a
variety of forces acting on the water, such
as wind, the Coriolis effect, breaking waves,
cabbeling, and temperature and salinity
differences.

17.

The jet aircrafts fly very easily and
smoothly in the lower stratosphere. What
could be the appropriate explanation?

1.  There are no clouds or water vapour
in the lower stratosphere.

2. There are no vertical winds in the
lower stratosphere.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/
are correct in this context?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2only

(c) Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (C)

The easy and smooth flying of jet aircraft
in the lower stratosphere is that there are
no vertical winds in the lower stratosphere.
This is because of the following reasons:

1. Composition of the lower
stratosphere: The lower stratosphere
is composed of a stable layer of air
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that has a consistent temperature
profile. This means that there are no
significant changes in temperature
with altitude, which results in the
absence of vertical winds.

2. Absence of weather disturbances:
The lower stratosphere is located
above the troposphere, which is the
layer of the atmosphere where most
weather events occur. As a result,
there are no clouds or water vapour in
the lower stratosphere, which means
that weather disturbances that can
cause turbulence are absent.

3. Jet stream: The jet stream is a high-
altitude wind that blows from west
to east in the upper troposphere and
lower stratosphere. It is a narrow band
of strong winds that can reach speeds
of up to 200 miles per hour. However,
these winds are also relatively stable,
which means that they do not cause
turbulence.

18.

The Brahmaputra, Irrawaddyand Mekong
rivers originate in Tibet narrow and
parallel mountain ranges in their upper
reaches. Of these rivers, Brahmaputra
makes a “U” turn in its course to flow into
India. This “U” turn is due to?

(a) Uplift of folded Himalayan series.

(b) Syntaxial bending of geologically
young Himalayas.

(c) Geotectonic disturbance in the
tertiary folded mountain chains.

(d) Both (a) and (b) above

Explanation : (B)

“U” turn is due to Syntaxial bending of
geologically young Himalayas.

2012

19.

Consider the following factors:

Rotation of the Earth
Air pressure and wind

Density of ocean water

Ll .

Revolution of the earth
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Which of the above factors influence the
ocean currents?

(a) land2only
(b) 1,2 and3only
(c) land4only
(d) 2,3 and4 only

Explanation : (B)

The correct answeris (b) - 1,2 &3

Factors affecting Ocean Currents-

1. Rotation of Earth-

The Coriolis effect is a result of the rotation
of the earth.

Coriolis force causes the mater to move
right in the northern hemisphere and left
in the southern hemisphere.

2. Air pressure and wind-

Monsoon winds are responsible for the
seasonal reversal of ocean currents in the
Indian Ocean.

Further influence of atmospheric pressure
and insolation causes variation in winds
movements which affects ocean currents
eventually.

3.Density :

Varying density caused by temperature and
salinity in oceans led to vertical currents in
oceans.

4.Revolution of Earth

The Revolution of the earth does not
influence the ocean currents.

Notes :

The primary forces that influence the
currents are:

heating by solar energy,
wind;

gravity;

Coriolis force.

The secondary forces that influence the
currents are:
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Temperature difference

Salinity difference

20. Normally, the temperature decreases with

the increase in height from the Earth’s
surface, because

1. The atmosphere can be heated
upwards only from the Earth’s surface

2. There is more moisture in the upper
atmosphere

3. The air is less dense in the upper
atmosphere

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below

(a) lonly

(b) 2and 3 only

() 1land3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (C)

The atmosphere can only be heated from
the Earth’s surface. The Earths surface
absorbs solar radiation and heats up.

This heat then warms the air above it
through conduction and convection. The
heated air rises and spreads up through the
atmosphere.

This is because the Earth’s surface is heated
by the sun, and the heat is transferred to the
surrounding air through conduction and
convection.

As the air rises, it expands and cools due to
the decrease in air pressure.

This process is known as adiabatic cooling.
The rate at which the temperature decreases
with height is known as the lapse rate, and
it varies depending on the location and
weather conditions.

On average, the lapse rate is about 6.5°C
per 1000 meters of altitude.

However, in some regions, such as the
tropics, the lapse rate can be lower due
to the high humidity and the presence of
clouds.

In addition to the adiabatic cooling, other
factors can also affect the temperature
profile with height.
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For example, the presence of inversion
layers, where the temperature increases
with height, can occur due to the trapping
of warm air beneath a layer of cool air.

This can happen during stable weather
conditions, such as clear and calm nights.

Overall, the temperature profile with height
is an important factor in understanding
atmospheric processes, such as cloud
formation and precipitation, and it has
significant implications for aviation,
weather forecasting, and climate modeling.

21.

The acidification of oceans is increasing.
Why is this phenomenon a cause of
concern?

1.  The growth and survival of calcareous
phytoplankton will be adversely
affected.

2. The growth and survival of coral reefs
will be adversely affected.

3. The survival of some animals that
have phytoplanktonic larvae will be
adversely affected.

4.  The cloud seeding and formation of
clouds will be adversely affected.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1,2and3only
(b) 2only

(c) land3only
(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation: (A)

Ocean acidification is a serious threat to
marine life and human health. It’s also
sometimes called “osteoporosis of the sea”

Ocean acidification is the gradual decrease
in the pH level of the ocean. This process is
caused by the absorption of carbon dioxide
(CO,) from the atmosphere.

Here’s how ocean acidification works:

1. The ocean absorbs CO, from the
atmosphere.

2. 'The CO, reacts with water molecules
to form carbonic acid.
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3.  The carbonic acid breaks down into a
hydrogen ion and a bicarbonate ion.

4. The hydrogen ions lower the pH of

the ocean, increasing its acidity.
The average pH of the ocean’s surface
has decreased from 8.15 to 8.05 between
1950 and 2020. The ocean’s average pH
is currently around 8.1, which is basic or
alkaline. However, as the ocean absorbs
more CO,, the pH decreases and the ocean
becomes more acidic.

The pH scale is logarithmic, so a decrease of
one pH unit is a ten-fold increase in acidity.
A substance with a pH of 7 is considered
neutral, while an acid has a pH less than 7.

Here are some reasons why ocean
acidification is a concern:

1. Marine life :

Ocean acidification decreases the amount
of carbonate ions needed for marine life
to form shells and skeletons. This makes it
harder for marine organisms to form their
shells and skeletons, and existing shells may
begin to dissolve. This is a concern because
these creatures play an important role in
the food web of marine life.

2.Coral reefs :

Ocean acidification inhibits the ability of
corals to build their calcium carbonate
structures, leading to coral bleaching and
reduced reef growth.

3. Oxygen levels :

Ocean acidification causes oxygen levels
to dip, suffocating some marine species
and ultimately leading to shrinking their
habitats.

Ocean acidification is primarily caused by
the burning of fossil fuels and deforestation.
When carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
ends up in the ocean, it changes the pH,
making the sea acidic and less hospitable to
life.

Cloud seeding and formation has nothing
to do with acidification of oceans.
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22. A person stood alone in a desert on a

dark night and wanted to reach his village
which was situated 5 km east of the
point where he was standing. He had no
instruments to find the direction, but he
located the polestar. The most convenient
way now to reach his village is to walk in
the

(a) Direction facing the polestar
(b) Direction opposite to the polestar

(c) Direction keeping the polestar to his
left

(d) Direction keeping the polestar to his
right

Explanation : (C)

The Pole Star, also known as Polaris or
the North Star, is a star that appears to be
stationary above the Earth’s north pole. It is
located on the imaginary line that extends
through the planet and out of the north and
south poles.

The Pole Star is famous for remaining
nearly stationary in the sky while the entire
northern sky revolves around it. This is
because it's located nearly at the north
celestial pole, the point around which the
entire northern sky turns.

The Pole Star is aligned with the Earth’s
axis of rotation. So when we observe in its
direction, we're looking in the direction of
north.

It is not visible from the southern
hemisphere. The convenient way now to
reach his village is to walk in the direction
keeping the polestar to his left.

23.

Which one of the following is the
characteristics climate of the Tropical
Savannah Region?

(a) Rainfall throughout the year
(b) Rainfall in winter only

(c) An extremely short dry season
(d) A definite dry and wet season

Explanation : (D)

The characteristic climate of the Tropical
Savannah Region is a definite dry and wet
season.
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The Tropical Savannah Region is located
near the equator and is influenced by trade
winds. The region experiences a wet season
with heavy rainfall and a dry season with
little to no rainfall. The wet season usually
occurs in the summer months, while the
dry season occurs in the winter months.

The Tropical Savannah Region is also
known as tropical grasslands and is found
to the north and south of tropical rainforest
biomes. It is characterized by grasslands
with scattered trees, tall grasses, and sparse
trees.

The largest areas of savanna are found in
Africa, South America, Australia, India,
the Myanmar (Burma)-Thailand region in
Asia, and Madagascar.

Some animals that live in the tropical
savanna include:

Wildebeest, Warthogs, Elephants, Zebras,
Rhinos, Gazelles, Hyenas, Cheetahs, Lions,
Leopards.

24.

Which of the following is the chief
characteristic of ‘mixed farming’?

(a) Cultivation of both cash crops and
food crops

(b) Cultivation of two or more crops in
the same field

(c) Rearing of animals and cultivation of
crops together

(d) None of the above

Explanation : (C)

The chief characteristic of mixed farming
is the integration of crop production and
animal rearing on the same farm.

Mixed farming involves:

1. Growing food or cash crops, feed
crops, and livestock on the same farm

2. Rearing animals for meat, eggs, or
milk

3.  Using the dung from cattle to fertilize
the crops

4.  Using agricultural weeds as feed for
the livestock.
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In mixed farming at least 10% of its gross
income must be contributed by livestock
activity.

The upper limit being 45% under Indian
condition.

So the farm on which at least 10 to 49%
income is found from livestock is called
mixed farm.

Mixed farming is practiced mostly in Asian
countries like India, China, and Indonesia.

25.

Consider the following crops of India:

1. Groundnut
2. Sesamum
3.  Pearl millet

Which of the above is/are predominantly
rainfed crop/crops?

(a) 1and?2only
(b) 2and 3 only
(c) 3only

(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (D)

Rainfed crops are crops that are grown
using rainwater. Rainfed agriculture is a
type of farming that relies on rainfall for
water. It provides a significant portion of
the food consumed by poor communities in
developing countries. Rainfed agriculture
includes both permanent crops and annual
crops.

Some examples of rainfed crops include:

1. Permanent crops: Rubber, tea, and
coffee

2. Annual crops: Wheat, maize, and rice
Rainfed agriculture can be practiced in arid
and semi-arid regions with limited and
unpredictable rainfall. Crops in dryland
agriculture are specifically adapted to
survive in water-limited conditions.

About 50% of Indias net sown area is
rainfed. This means that about 70 million
hectares of India’s 329 million hectares of
geographical area is rain-fed.

Groundnut, sesame, and pearl millet are all
predominantly rainfed crops in India.
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Here is some information about these
crops:

Groundnut :

A rainfed kharif crop that is sown from
May to June, depending on the monsoon
rains. It is also grown as an irrigated crop
between January and March, and between
May and July. Groundnut is the main
vegetable oil crop in India, and about 85%
of its area is rainfed.

Sesame :

A rainfed kharif crop in northern India,
and grown from September to January in
central and western regions. Sesame can
withstand drought after establishment, but
is susceptible to hail damage at all stages of
growth.

Pearl millet :

Mainly cultivated in India under rainfed
conditions during the rainy season (kharif).
Between 1998 and 2017, 92% of the yearly
cultivated surface was rainfed.

26.

Consider the following crops of India:

1. Cowpea
2. Green gram
3. Pigeon pea

Which of the above is/are used as pulse,
fodder and green manure?

(a) land2only

(b) 2only
() 1land3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (D)

All three crops, cowpea, green gram, and
pigeon pea, are used as pulses, fodder, and
green manure in India.

Here is some information about each
crop:

Cowpea ;

This Kharif crop is grown across India for
seeds, green pods, fodder, and organic
manure. Cowpeas are tolerant of sandy

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

soil and low rainfall, making them an
important crop in semiarid regions. The
whole plant is used as forage for animals.
Pusa Phalguni and Pura Barsati are crop
varieties of Cowpea.

Green gram :

Also known as “Moong Dal’, this protein-
rich bean is a main pulse crop in India. It
can be cultivated in a wide range of soils,
and is consumed in India as a whole or split
pulse. Green Gram can be cultivated in a
wide range of soils, from black cotton soils
in North India red laterite soils in South
India and sandy soils in Rajasthan

Pigeon pea :

Also known as “Toor Dal’, this crop is
scientifically known as Cajanus Cajan. It is
the second most important pulse crop in
India, and is mainly eaten as a split pulse as
“dal”. In India Pigeon Pea is more popular
as Arhar or red gram In India, split pigeon
peas (toor dal) are one of the most popular
pulses. The split dried seeds are used as a
lentil, in dishes such as sambar (lentil soup)

In agriculture, green manure is a crop that
is specifically cultivated to be incorporated
into the soil while still green. The primary
goal is to add organic matter to the soil.

27.

A particular State in India has the
following characteristics:

1. Ttislocated on the same latitude which
passes through northern Rajasthan.

2. It has over 80% of its area under forest
cover.

3. Over 12% of forest cover constituted
Protected Area Network in this State.

Which one among the following States
has all the above characteristics?

(a) Arunachal Pradesh
(b) Assam

(c) Himachal Pradesh
(d) Uttarakhand

Explanation : (A)

Arunachal Pradesh is located on the same
latitude as northern Rajasthan. The latitude
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that passes through northern Rajasthan is
around 27° North, and much of Arunachal
Pradesh is within this latitude.

Arunachal Pradesh is a state in northeast
India. It’s known for its dense forest cover,
with over 80% of its area covered by forests.
This makes it one of the most forested states
in India. A significant portion of the forest
cover in Arunachal Pradesh is part of the
Protected Area Network, which includes
national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, and
other types of protected areas.

According to a 2021 report from the Forest
Survey of India, Arunachal Pradesh’s forest
cover is 66,430.67 square kilometers, which
is 79.33% of its total geographical area. This
is a 257 square kilometer decline from the
2019 assessment.

28.

When you travel in Himalayas, you will
see the following:

Deep gorges

o=

U-turn river courses

3. Parallel mountain ranges

4.  Steep gradients causing land-sliding
Which of the above can be said to be the

evidence for Himalayas being young fold
mountains?

(a) land2only
(b) 1,2 and4 only
() 3and4only
(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (D)

The Himalayas are a range of young,
structurally folded mountains that run in
a west-east direction from the Indus to the
Brahmaputra. The Himalayan landscape is
susceptible to landslides and earthquakes
because the northward movement of the
Indian plate puts continuous stress on the
rocks.

All of the above are evidence that the
Himalayas are young fold mountains:

Dee

These are formed by the continuous erosion
of rivers, which is a characteristic of young
fold mountains.

orges :
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Over time, water has carved out these deep
channels, indicating that the Himalayas
have not been around for a long period.

U-turn river courses :

Himalayan rivers often shift their beds and
take U-turn-like shapes. The steep gradients
and unstable nature of the mountains cause
the rivers to change their course frequently.
As the mountains continue to rise and
erode, the rivers are forced to change their
paths, creating u-turns.

This phenomenon is commonly observed
in the Himalayas, indicating their recent
formation.

Parallel mountain ranges ;

The Himalayas have three parallel ranges:

1.  the Greater Himalayas,
2. the Lesser Himalayas, and

3.  the Shivalik hills.

These ranges run roughly parallel to each
other, separated by deep valleys and gorges.

This pattern is indicative of the folding
and uplifting of the Earth’s crust, which
is a characteristic feature of young fold
mountains. Over time, the mountains
will continue to rise and erode, eventually
merging into a single range.

Steep gradients causing land-sliding :

The Himalayas are still growing vertically
due to the earth’s tectonic forces. This
causes steep gradients and land sliding.
This is a common phenomenon in young
fold mountains, as they are still undergoing
geological processes that shape the
landscape.

29.

Consider the following statements:

1. The duration of the monsoon
decreases from southern India to
northern India.

2. The amount of annual rainfall in the
northern plains of India decreases
from east to west.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1lonly
(b) 2only
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(c) Bothland2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (C)

The Indian summer monsoon typically
lasts from June to September. The southern
part of India receives rainfall earlier and for
a longer duration than the northern part.
This is because the southern part of India is
closer to the sea.

The monsoon rains begin to recede from
North India at the beginning of October.
The monsoon in India extends for an
average of 100-120 days.

Large areas of western and central India
receive more than 90% of their total annual
precipitation during the monsoon season.
Southern and northwestern India receive
50%-75% of their total annual rainfall
during the monsoon season.

The amount of annual rainfall in the
northern plains of India decreases from
east to west. This is because the moisture
content of the winds decreases as they
move inland.

The Bay of Bengal branch of the southwest
monsoon winds move northeast and then
return westwards, covering the northern
plains. As the winds move westwards, their
moisture content decreases with each rain.
This results in low rainfall when moving
westwards.

The northern plains stretch from the arid
and semi-arid regions of Rajasthan in the
west to the Brahmaputra valley in the east.
The average width of these plains ranges
between 150-300 km.

The city of Jaisalmer in the Rajasthan state
of India receives the lowest rainfall in the
country, with an annual rainfall of 210 mm.

India’s average annual rainfall is around
115 inches (2900 mm), but it varies from 50
inches (1270 mm) in the western Himalayas
to 160 inches (4000 mm) in the northeast.

The highest rainfall occurs along the west
coast, on the Western Ghats, and in the
sub-Himalayan areas of the northeast and
the hills of Meghalaya. The western coast
and northeastern India receive over 400 cm
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of rainfall annually. However, it is less than
60 cm in western Rajasthan and adjoining
parts of Gujarat, Haryana, and Punjab.

Mawsynram in the southern range of the
Khasi hills receives the highest average
rainfall in the world.

2013

30.

Variations in the length of daytime and
nighttime from season to season are due
to

(a) The earth’s rotation on its axis

(b) The earth’s revolution round the sun
in an elliptical manner

(c) Latitudinal position of the place

(d) Revolution of the earth on a titled
axis

Explanation : (D)

The Earth’s axial tilt is the primary cause
of variations in the length of day and night
from season to season. The Earth’s axis is
tilted 23.5 degrees with respect to the plane
of its orbit around the sun. This tilt causes
the Earth’s polar regions to face the sun for
long periods during the summer and away
from the sun during the winter.

Earth’s rotation :

It is the movement of the planet around its
axis. It takes Earth 24 hours to complete
one rotation. This is equal to one day.

Earth’s axis runs from the North Pole to
the South Pole. The North Pole is where
the axis meets the surface of the Earth in
the Northern Hemisphere. The South Pole
is where the axis meets the surface of the
Earth in Antarctica.

Earth’s axis is tilted at a 23.5° angle. It takes
Earth about 365 days to complete one
revolution around the Sun.

As Earth rotates, each area of its surface
gets a turn to face and be warmed by the
sun. This is important to all life on Earth.

Earth’s rotation is slowing slightly over time.
This is due to the tidal effects the Moon has
on Earths rotation. Atomic clocks show
that the modern day is longer by about 1.7
milliseconds than a century ago.

Download | p.  swm @ :
' ° @ Delhi UPSC Secrets 150

The Earth’s revolution around the sun is
elliptical :

It is taking 365.256 days to complete one
revolution. The Earth’s orbit is elliptical due
to the original force that ejected it from the
solar disc. If the momentum of this ejection
had been greater, the Earth’s orbit would
have been more elliptical, or it might have
been ejected from the solar system entirely.

31.

On the planet earth, most of the
freshwater exists as ice caps and glaciers.
Out of the remaining freshwater, the
largest proportion:

(a) Is found in atmosphere as moisture
and clouds

(b) Isfound in freshwater lakes and rivers
(c) Exists as groundwater

(d) Exists as soil moisture

Explanation : (C)

The largest proportion of Earth’s remaining
freshwater exists as groundwater.

Groundwater is the largest proportion
of freshwater on Earth because of its
accessibility, global distribution, and vast
reservoirs. While ice caps and glaciers
contain the majority of freshwater, they are
not directly accessible.

Here are the percentages of each water
reservoir:

Oceans: 97.20%

Ice Caps/Glaciers: 2.00%
Groundwater: 0.62%

Freshwater Lakes: 0.01%

Inland seas/salt lakes: 0.01%

Atmosphere: 0.001%
Rivers: 0.0001%

N w R e

32.

Consider the following

Electromagnetic radiation
Geothermal energy
Gravitational force

Plate movements
Rotation of the earth

Revolution of the earth

A
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Which of the above are responsible for
bringing dynamic changes on the surface
of the earth?

(a) 1,2,3and4 only
(b) 1,3,5and 6 only
() 2,4,5and 6 only
(d) 1,2,3,4,5and 6

Explanation : (D)

Electromagnetic Radiation:

Radiation has both electric and magnetic
fields and travels in waves. Electromagnetic
radiation can vary in strength from low
energy to high energy. It includes radio
waves, microwaves, infrared light, visible
light, ultraviolet light, x-rays, and gamma
rays. Also called EMR.

Electromagnetic radiation causes
temperature change, Evapouration of
water results in Precipitation, Formation
of Metamorphic Rocks. It means
Electromagnetic radiations bring dynamic
changes to the surface of Earth.

Geothermal Energy:

The energy emanating from within the
earth is the main force behind endogenic
geomorphic processes.

This energy is mostly generated by
radioactivity, rotational and tidal friction
and primordial heat from the origin of the
earth.

Thisenergy due to geothermal gradientsand
heat flow from within induces diastrophism
and volcanism in the lithosphere.

Due to variations in geothermal gradients
and heat flow from within, crustal thickness
and strength, the action of endogenic forces
are not uniform and hence the tectonically
controlled original crustal surface is
uneven.

Gravitational Force:

Gravity besides being a directional force
activating all downslope movements of
matter also causes stresses on the earth’s
materials. Eg. Mass movement, Avalanche.
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Plate Movements:

Plate movement results in continent

building, Earthquake.
Rotation of the Earth:

Rotation of earth about the axis results in
the uneven heating of earth surface causes
Pressure difference and forms the Winds.

Winds are associated with a phenomenon
like Rainfall, Heat budget, Ocean currents
etc.

Revolution of the Earth:

Earth rotates around the sun in an elliptical
manner. When the distance between the sun
and Earth is highest is called Aphelion and
when the distance is smallest then is called
Perihelion, which creates the difference in
the intensity of sunlight that reaches Earth.

Earth is bound by the Gravitational force of
the sun causing the Tides in the ocean.

33.

Contour bunding is a method of soil
conservation used in

(a) Desert margins, liable to strong wind
action

(b) Low flat plains, close to stream
courses, liable to flooding

(c) Scrublands, liable to spread of weed
growth

(d) None of the above

Explanation : (D)

Contour bunding is a traditional, low-cost
method of soil conservation used in hilly
and mountainous areas. It involves building
earthen embankments across the slope of
the land, following the contour lines.

The purpose of contour bunding is to:

Reduce run-off
Increase water filtration

Reduce soil erosion and nutrient loss

o=

Maintain soil fertility

Contour bunding is a sustainable land
management practice for marginal, sloping,
and hilly land where the soil productivity
is very low. It is suitable for sloping and
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hilly land with low rainfall and light-
textured soils. The bunds can be covered
with perennial grasses or used for crop
production.

34.

The annual range of temperature in
the interior of the continents is high as
compared to coastal areas. What is/are
the reason(s)?

1. Thermal difference between land and
water

2. Variation in altitude between

continents and oceans

3. Presence of strong winds in the
interior

4. Heavy rains in the interior as

compared to coasts

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below.

(a) lonly

(b) 1and?2only

(c) 2and3only

(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (A)

Land heats and cools faster than water
because it takes less energy to change the
temperature of land. This difference affects
the climate of different areas on Earth.

Here are some reasons why land and
water have different thermal properties:

1. Heat capacity: Water has a specific
heat of 1 calorie per gram per 1 degree
C (cal/g/°C). This is greater than dry
soil, so water absorbs and releases
heat more slowly than land.

2. Heat transfer: Water is a slow
conductor of heat, so it needs to gain
more energy than land to increase its
temperature.

3. Solar radiation: Land gets more solar
radiation than water.

4. Fluid: Water is fluid, allowing heat
to be mixed to greater depth than on
land.
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The differential heating of land and sea
can produce distinct air pressure areas in
different seasons. For example, as the sun
moves north of the equator during the
northern hemisphere spring, its energy
rapidly heats India relative to surrounding
oceans.

This is the reason that the temperatures
of the Oceans are moderate while that of
continents is extreme.

The moderating effect on temperature of
the land due to proximity of the seas is
called Maritime influence.

The increasing effect on temperature of the
land at interior of the continents is called
Continental Influence.

35.

During the thunderstorm, the thunder in
the skies is produced by the

1. meeting of cumulonimbus clouds in

the sky

2. lightning that separates the nimbus
clouds

3. violent upward movement of air and
water particles

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below.

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2and3

(¢c) land3

(d) None of the above produces the
thunder

Explanation : (D)

A thunderstorm, also known as an
electrical storm or a lightning storm, is
a storm characterized by the presence of
lightning and its acoustic effect on the
Earth’s atmosphere, known as thunder.

Relatively weak thunderstorms are
sometimes called thundershowers.

Thunderstorms occur in a type of cloud
known as a cuamulonimbus.

They are usually accompanied by strong
winds and often produce heavy rain and
sometimes snow, sleet, or hail, but some
thunderstorms produce little precipitation
or no precipitation at all.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

The violent upward movement of air
and water particles is associated with
thunderstorms, but it doesnt produce
thunder by itself. Thunder is the loud noise
that follows a flash of lightning.

Thunderstorms occur when layers of warm,
moist air rise quickly to cooler regions of
the atmosphere. As the air moves upward, it
cools, condenses, and forms cuamulonimbus
clouds. These clouds can reach heights of
over 20 km (12.45 miles). When lightning
occurs, it rapidly heats the surrounding air,
causing it to expand explosively.

This rapid expansion creates shock waves
that travel through the air, which we
perceive as thunder.

Cumulonimbus clouds are large, dense,
and vertically developed clouds that are
associated with thunderstorms. However,
the meeting of these clouds in the sky does
not produce thunder.

36.

Which of the following statements
regarding laterite soils of India are
correct?

They are generally red in colour,
They are rich in nitrogen and potash.

They are well-developed in Rajasthan
and UP.

4.  Tapioca and cashew nuts grow well on
these soils

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below.

(@) 1,2and3
(b) 2,3and4
(¢) land4

(d) 2and3only

Explanation : (C)

Laterite soil is a type of soil that is rich in
iron and aluminum. It is often found in hot
and wet tropical areas.

Laterite soil is acidic and has a red
appearance due to its high iron content. It
can range in color from dark reddish brown
to purple.

Laterite soil contains around 90% of Iron,
aluminum, titanium, and manganese
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oxides. It has a lower content of nitrogen,
phosphorus,  potassium, lime, and
magnesia.

Laterite soil is found in areas with heavy
rainfall, particularly near the coasts of
India. It is used to grow tropical crops like
rubber, cashew, coftee, coconut, and tea.

Laterite soil is found in areas with high
temperatures and heavy rainfall. It's mainly
found in the Eastern Ghats and Western
Ghats, as well as the southern parts of
Mabharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
West Bengal, Orissa, Jharkhand, Kerala,
and Assam.

Laterite soil is also found in the Rajmahal
Hills, Vindhyas, Satpuras, and Malwa
Plateau. It’s spread across 2.48 lakh sq km,
mostly on the highest points of the Western
Ghats, which are 1000 to 1500 m above
mean sea level.

Laterite soil is also used for growing cashew
nuts in Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and
Kerala. It is also suitable for growing most
dryland crops, including arecanut, banana,
vegetables, tapioca, yams, pineapple,
pepper, and fruit trees.

37.

Consider the following crops:

1 Cotton

2. Groundnut

3. Rice

4.  Wheat

Which of these are Kharif crops?

(@) land4

(b) 2and 3 only
(¢) 1,2and3
(d) 2,3and4

Explanation : (C)

Cotton, groundnut, maize, and rice are
examples of Kharif crops. Barley, gram,
peas, and wheat are examples of Rabi crops.

Kharif crops :

These are agricultural crops that are planted
during the monsoon season and harvested
in the fall. They are also known as summer
season Crops.

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

Kharif crops are well-suited to regions with
heavy rainfall and warm climates. They are
planted at the beginning of the southwest
monsoon season, around the end of May to
early June, and harvested after the monsoon
rains beginning in October.

Some examples of Kharif crops include:

Rice, Maize, Sorghum, Pearl millet/
bajra, Finger millet/ragi, Arhar (pulses),
Soyabean, Groundnut (oilseeds), Cotton.

Kharif crops account for 60 percent of
India’s grain output in a year.

Rabi crops :

They are also known as winter crops.
They are sown in winter from October to
December and harvested in summer from
April to June.

These crops are grown mostly in north and
northwestern parts of India such as Punjab,

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.

Some examples of rabi crops include:

Wheat, Gram, Barley, Peas, Mustard,
Chickpea, Field pea, Lentil, Gobhisarson,
Toria.

Rabi crops require frequent irrigation
because they are grown in dry areas.

38.

With reference to the usefulness of the
by-products of sugar industry which of
the following statements is/are correct?

1. Bagasse can be used as biomass fuel
for the generation of energy.

2. Molasses can be used as one of the
feedstocks for the production of
synthetic chemical fertilizers.

3. Molasses can be wused for the
production of ethanol.

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2and 3 only

(c) land3only
(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (D)
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Bagasse as Biomass Fuel :

Bagasse is a by-product of the sugar
industry and is the fibrous residue that
remains after sugarcane stalks are crushed
to extract their juice.

Bagasse is a rich source of cellulose and
hemicellulose, making it an excellent
source of biomass fuel.

Bagasse can be burnt to generate steam,
which can then be used to generate
electricity.

This process is known as cogeneration, and
it is an efficient way to generate electricity
while also reducing the carbon footprint of
the sugar industry.

Molasses for Ethanol Production :

Molasses is a thick, dark syrup that is a
by-product of the sugar industry and is
obtained during the process of refining
sugarcane juice into sugar.

Molasses is a rich source of fermentable
sugars, making it an ideal feedstock for the
production of ethanol.

Ethanol can be used as a fuel additive or
as a standalone fuel for vehicles, and it is
a renewable and sustainable alternative to
fossil fuels.

The production of ethanol from molasses
is a value-added use of this by-product,
which would otherwise be discarded.

Molasses for Fertilizer Production :

Molasses can also be used as a feedstock
for the production of synthetic chemical
fertilizers.

The process involves the fermentation of
molasses, which produces organic acids
that can be used to make fertilizers.

This is a sustainable and eco-friendly way
to produce fertilizers, as it reduces the
dependence on non-renewable resources
such as fossil fuels.

39.

Which one among the following
industries is the maximum consumer of
water in India?

(a) Engineering

(b) Paper and pulp
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(c) Textiles
(d) Thermal power

Explanation : (D)

Thermal power plants are the largest
consumers of water in India, apart from
agriculture. Thermal power plants are
power stations that convert thermal energy
into electricity.

Here are some other industries that
consume water in India:

1. Engineering: The second largest
consumer of water in India

2.  Paper and pulp: The third largest
consumer of water in India

3.  Textiles: The fourth largest consumer
of water in India

Globally, agriculture uses about 70% of

freshwater withdrawals. However, this

share varies significantly by country.

The textile industry is primarily concerned
with  the design, production and
distribution of textiles: yarn, cloth and
clothing. The raw material may be natural,
or synthetic using products of the chemical
industry.

40.

Which of the following is/are the
characteristic/characteristics of Indian
coal?

1.  High ash content
2. Low sulphur content

3.  Low ash fusion temperature

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below.

(a) land2only

(b) 2only
(c) land3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation: (A)

Indian coal has the

characteristics:

following

1. High ash content: Indian coal has a
high ash content, ranging from 20-
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40%.

2.  Low sulphur content: Indian coal has
a sulphur content of less than 0.6%.

3.  High ash fusion temperature: Indian
coal has a high ash fusion temperature
of about 1,500°C.

4. Low calorific value: Indian coal has a
low calorific value.

5. Low phosphorous content: Indian
coal has low phosphorous content.

On the basis of carbon content it can be
classified into the following three types:

1.  Anthracite: It is the best quality of
coal with the highest calorific value
and carries 80 to 95% carbon content.
It ignites slowly with a blue flame and
found in small quantities in Jammu
and Kashmir.

2. Bituminous: It has a low level of
moisture content with 60 to 80% of
carbon content and has a high calorific
value. Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh have deposits of Bituminous.

3.  Lignite : It carries 40 to 55% carbon
content and is often brown in colour
with high moisture content thus,
gives smoke when burnt. Rajasthan,
Lakhimpur (Assam) and Tamil Nadu
have deposits of Lignite.

4. Peat : It is the first stage of
transformation from wood to coal
with low calorific value and less than
40% carbon content.

Bituminous coal is the most commonly

found coal in India. Its found in the

states of Jharkhand, Orissa, West Bengal,

Chattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh.

41.

Consider the following statements:

1. Natural gas occurs in the Gondwana

belts.
2. Mica occurs in abundance in
Kodarma.

3. Dharwars are famous for petroleum.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?
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(@) land2
(b) 2only
(¢c) 2and3
(d) None

Explanation : (B)
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The correct answer is option 2, which is that
mica occurs in abundance in Kodarma.

Here’s some related information about
the statements:

Natural gas in Gondwana belts: Statement
1 is incorrect because natural gas is usually
found in marine sedimentary rocks, not in
Gondwana beds. Gondwana is known for
its coal fields, not natural gas.

The Gondwana rock system, also called
the Carboniferous rock system, contains
almost 98% of Indias coal reserves. The
rock system was formed 250 million years
ago and is named after the Gond people.

The Gondwana rock system also contains
iron ore, copper, and uranium.

Mica in Kodarma: Mica occurs in
abundance in Kodarma, Jharkhand. The
mica mines in the Kodarma area contribute
the largest amount of muscovite (locally
known as “Ruby mica”) to the world. The
Koderma district and the Lokai-Indarwa
area cover the southern part of the Great
Mica-Belt of Jharkhand, Bihar, and India.

Mica is wusually found in marine
sedimentary rocks and not in Gondwana
beds which are fresh water sedimentary
deposits.

India is one of the world’s leading suppliers
of mica.

Mica-bearing igneous rocks occur in
AP, Bihar, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, and
Rajasthan.

Mica is used in toothpaste and cosmetics
because of its glittery appearance. It also
acts as a mild abrasive in toothpaste.

Dharwars and petroleum: Statement 3
is incorrect because The Dharwar rocks
are famous for their iron ore reserves. The
Dharwar rocks are also rich in manganese,
gold, zing, lead, and silver.

The Dharwar rocks are the oldest
metamorphic rocks in India, dating back
between 2.5 billion and 1.8 billion years.
The bedrock in this region formed between
3.6 and 2.5 billion years ago. The Dharwar
rocks are named after the Dharwar region
of Karnataka.

The Champions series, which contains gold
mines, lies within the Dharwar system.
The Champions system is named after the
Champion reef in the Kolar Gold Fields.
The Kolar Gold Fields contain one of the
deepest gold mines in the world. However,
the Dharwar system does not contain
petroleum.

42,

Consider the following pairs:

National Park | River Flowing
through the park
1. | Corbett National Ganea
Park &
2. | Kaziranga
] Manas
National Park
3. | Silent Valley ,
Kaveri
National Park

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly
matched?

(@) land2
(b) 3only
(c) land3
(d) None

Explanation : (D)

Corbett National Park is a national park in
the Nainital district of Uttarakhand, India.
It was established in 1936 as Hailey National
Park, named after William Malcolm Hailey,
the governor of the United Provinces at the
time.

Corbett National Park is Indias oldest
national park and is known for being
home to the highest number of tigers of
any Indian national park. It is also home
to many other animals, including Asiatic
elephants, leopards, and a variety of birds.

The Ramganga and Kosi rivers flow through
Jim Corbett National Park. The Ramganga
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is a lifeline for the park, flowing from the
Doodhatoli ranges of the Himalayas and
passing through the Corbett. It provides a
constant water supply throughout the year,

attracting predators, prey, and migratory
birds.

The Kosi is a perennial river that flows from
Dharapani Dhar, located in the Baramandal
region of Uttarakhand. The Corbett’s wild
use the Kosi to quench their thirst, and
most of the local animals depend on it.
Most of Ramnagar’s inhabitants live near
the Kosi and work to support the growth of
aquatic animals.

The Brahmaputra River flows through
Kaziranga National Park in Assam, India.
The Brahmaputra’s ecosystem supports a
variety of flora and fauna. Some say that a
river safari on the Brahmaputra can offer
new views of the park’s beauty.

Kaziranga National Park is 40 kilometers
long and 13 kilometers wide, with an area
of 378.22 square kilometers. It’s located in
both the Golaghat and Nagaon districts
of Assam, and is about six hours from
Guwahati.

The park is also home to other threatened
species, including tigers, elephants, wild
water buffalo, and bears. It's also an
important area for migratory birds, and is
home to aquatic species like the Ganges
River dolphin.

Silent Valley National Park is a national park
in Kerala, India. It is located in the Nilgiri
hills. The Kunthipuzha River flows through
Silent Valley National Park in Kerala. The
river originates in the Nilgiri Hills and
runs the length of the valley, eventually
rushing down to the plains through a
deep gorge. The river then merges into the
Bharathapuzha River.

43.

The Narmada river flows to the west,
while most other large peninsular rivers
flow to the east. Why?

1. It occupies a linear rift valley.

2. Itflows between the Vindhyas and the
Satpuras.

3. The land slopes to the west from
Central India
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Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

(a) lonly
(b) 2and3
(¢c) land3
(d) None

Explanation : (A)

NARMADA :

The river Narmada originates on the
western flank of the Amarkantak plateau
at a height of about 1,057m. Unlike most
of the peninsular rivers, Narmada and Tapi
rivers flow to the west.

Also unlike most of the peninsular rivers,
Narmada is a perennial river and meanders
through the rich plain of Bharuch district
of Gujarat.

The river Narmada and Tapi flow through
the rift valley, caused due to upheaval of
the Himalayas, between the Satpura in
the south and the Vindhyan range in the
north. Flowing in the rift valley it forms
a picturesque gorge in marble rocks and
Dhuandhar waterfall near Jabalpur.

The river covers a distance of approx. 1,312
km before it meets the Arabian Sea south
of Bharuch, forming a broad 27km long
estuary. Sardar Sarovar Dam is built on the
river Narmada. The river is known as the
‘Lifeline of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat.

The Peninsular Drainage System is older
than the Himalayan Drainage System.

The rivers like Chambal, Sind, Betwa, Ken,
Son originate in the northern part of the
peninsula and belong to the Ganga river
system.

Other prominent rivers of the peninsular
region are - Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna,
and Kaveri.

Common characteristics of peninsular
rivers include - fixed course, absence of
meanders, and non-perennial flow.
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44. Consider the following pairs:

1. | Nokrek Biosphere Garo Hills
reserve

2. | Loktak Lake Barail Range

3. | Namdapha Dafla Hill
National Park

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly
matched?

(a) lonly

(b) 2and 3 only
(¢) 1,2and3
(d) None

Explanation: (A)

The Nokrek Biosphere Reserve :

It is located in the state of Meghalaya,
India. It is part of the Tura Range, which is
part of the Garo hills. The highest peak in
the range is Nokrek, which is 1,412 meters
tall. UNESCO added the Nokrek Biosphere
Reserve to its list of Biosphere Reserves in
May 2009.

The Nokrek National Park, the core area of
the Nokrek Biosphere Reserve, is located in
the West Garo Hills district of Meghalaya,
India. It was established in 1986 and has a
surface area of 47.48 square kilometers.

The Garo Hills :

It is a physiographic region in the western
part of Meghalaya, India. They are part
of the Garo-Khasi range and the Eastern
Himalaya. The Garo Hills are a hotspot
for biodiversity and are home to the Garo
people.

The Garo Hills are known for their wildlife,
including the Arebella and Tura mountain
ranges, which form the Balpakaram Valley.
The Garo Hills are also home to the Nokrek
Biosphere Reserve and the Siju cave, which
is one of the longest caves in India.

Loktak Lake :

It is a freshwater lake in the northeastern
state of Manipur, India. It is the largest
freshwater lake in South Asia and one
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of the largest in the world. The lake is 35
kilometers long and 13 kilometers wide at
its widest point. During the rainy season,
its surface area ranges from 250 to 500
square kilometers.

Loktak Lake is the primary water source
for 55 villages and hamlets around it. The
lake is home to five main fish species,
including grass carp, silver carp, and anabas
testudineus. The Keibul Lamjao National

Park is located in the southwestern part of
the lake.

In 1990, Loktak Lake was given the status of
a Ramsar Site of International Importance.
In 1993, it was added to the Montreux
Record, which is a register of wetland
sites threatened by human interference,
pollution, or technological developments.

The Barail Range :

It is a tertiary mountain range in Northeast
India. Its about 3,048 meters high and
covers an area of about 80,000 hectares. The
range extends from Nagaland and Manipur
to the east, and Assam and Meghalaya to
the west. The range is located between the
Brahmaputra and Barak rivers, and is a
watershed between them.

Namdapha National Park :

It is a protected area in Arunachal Pradesh,
India. It's located on the border between
India and Myanmar, in the Changlang
District. It’s the third largest national park
in India and the largest protected area in
the Eastern Himalayas.

Namdapha National Park is famous for its
big cats, including tigers, leopards, snow
leopards, and clouded leopards. Its also
home to other notable species, such as
Hoolock Gibbons, Assamese macaques,
and pig-tailed macaques. The park has
more than 1,000 floral species and about
1,400 faunal species.

The Daphla Hills :

These are a hilly region on the border of
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. The hills
are home to the Daphla tribe, also known
as the Nishi or Nyishi tribe. The Daphla

o t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official



PRELIMS MADE EASY - III

GEOGRAPHY

Hills are part of the Shivalik range, the
outermost range of the Himalayas.

The Daphla Hills are bordered by the Aka
Hills to the west and the Abor Range to the
east. The Dafla Range High Point is 12,388
feet (3,776 meters) above sea level and has
a prominence of 5,525 feet (1,684 meters).

45.

Which one of the following pairs is
correctly matched?

Geographical Feature
Region
(a) Abyssinian Arabia
Plateau
(b) | Atlas Mountains | North-Western
Africa
(c) Guiana South-Western
Highlands Africa
(d) | Okavango Basin Patagonia

Explanation : (B)

The Abyssinian Plateau, also known as the
Ethiopian Highlands, is a rugged region
in eastern Africa. It is located in Ethiopia
and is 1,290-3,000 meters (4,232-9,843
feet) above sea level. The plateau has 25
mountains, the highest of which is Ras
Dashen at 4,543 meters (14,538 feet).

The Atlas Mountains are a mountain range
in North Africa that runs from Morocco to
Tunisia. They are located in the Maghreb,
along the northwestern coast of Africa.

The Guiana Highlands are a plateau and
low mountain region in northern South
America. They are located north of the
Amazon River and south of the Orinoco.
The Guiana Highlands extend from
Venezuela into Guyana and northern
Brazil.

The Okavango Basin, also known as the
Kalahari Basin, is a lowland area and
endorheic basin that covers about 725,293
square kilometers. It's mostly located in
Botswana and Namibia, but also parts
of Angola, Zambia, South Africa, and
Zimbabwe.

An endorheic basin : It is a region where
the river network is isolated from the
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ocean, and the water in the rivers never
reaches the sea.

46.

The most important fishing grounds of
the world are found in the regions where

(a) Warm and cold atmospheric currents
meet

(b) Rivers drain out large amounts of
fresh water into the sea

(¢) Warm and cold oceanic currents meet
(d) Continental shelf is undulating

Explanation : (C)

The world’s most important fishing grounds
are found in regions where warm and cold
oceanic currents meet. These areas are ideal
for fishing because they support the growth
of plankton, which fish eat. The warmer
and colder environments also support the
growth of a variety of fish and their food.

Geographical factors that affect fishing
grounds include:

Ocean currents :

The confluence of warm and cold ocean
currents is favorable for the growth of
plankton, which is the basic food of fish.
The most important fishing grounds are
located in shallow water close to the land
where there is the mixing of cold and warm
currents.

Continental shelves :

The shallower the water, the more abundant

plankton is available. Plankton is the basic
food of fish.

Flow rate and oxygen levels :

The effects of the wind movement on the
water together with the oxygen levels will
effect which species, and the level of each
species that will exist and thrive.

Water conditions :

Factors such as water temperature,
alkalinity, dissolved oxygen, ammonia
levels, and turbidity directly impact fish
production and overall pond health.
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Some examples of these fishing grounds
are:

The Grand Banks of Newfoundland : This
fishing ground is located at the meeting
point of the Labrador Current and the Gulf
Stream.

The Humboldt Current : This current flows
along the western coast of South America
and is known for its high productivity.

The Canary Current : This current flows
along the western coast of Africa and is
known for its high productivity.

47.

Which of the following is / are unique
characteristics of equatorial forests ?

1. Presence of tall, closely set trees with
crowns forming a continuous canopy

2. Coexistence of a large number of
species

3. Presence of numerous varieties of
epiphytes

Select the correct answer using the code

given below:

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2and3only
(c) land3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (D)

Equatorial forests are also known as
evergreen forests because they receive
rainfall year-round and don’t shed their
leaves.

Equatorial forests are located near the
equator, where day length is constant and
there is little variation. They can be found
in Central and South America, southern
Mexico, parts of the Caribbean, Southeast
Asia, eastern Africa, and New Guinea.

The world’s largest equatorial forests are
found in the Amazon Basin, the Congo
Basin, the Southeast Asian islands of
Indonesia, and Papua New Guinea.

Equatorial forests have several

characteristics, including:

1. Climate: Equatorial forests are hot
and humid, with temperatures ranging
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from 70-90°F (21-32°C) year-round.
They receive more than 100 inches
(2,500 mm) of precipitation annually.

2. Vegetation: The vegetation in
equatorial forests is evergreen and
tall, with hard wood and broad leaves.
The trees can grow to a height of 30-
50 meters. The vegetation is divided
into four vertical strata, starting with
the canopy of trees and ending with
ferns on the ground. The trees have
dense canopies that prevent sunlight
from reaching the ground.

3. Fauna: Equatorial rainforests have a
diverse fauna.

4. Human life: The forests support
primitive people, such as hunter-
gatherers, and more advanced people
who practice shifting cultivation.

5. Day length: The equatorial forest
zone has a relatively constant length
of day.

6. Weathering crust: The equatorial
forest zone has a thick weathering
crust.

48.

“Climate is extreme, rainfall is scanty and
the people used to be nomadic herders.”

The above statement best describes which
of the following regions?

(a) African Savannah

(b) Central Asian Steppe
(c) North American Prairie
(d) Siberian Tundra

Explanation : (B)

The statement “Climate is extreme, rainfall
is scanty and the people used to be nomadic
herders” best describes the Central Asian
Steppe.

The Central Asian Steppe is a harsh climate
with little to no rainfall, dust storms,
and temperatures ranging from -4°C to
50°C. The climate is continental, with
extreme temperatures and vast differences
between summer and winter temperatures.
Summers are hot, with temperatures
ranging from 18°C to 20°C, while winters
are bitterly cold.
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Nomadic herding is a primitive subsistence
activity where herders rely on animals for
food, clothing, shelter, tools, and transport.
Nomadic herders are people who travel
from one place to another to graze their
animals.

The African savanna :

Itisamixed woodland-grassland ecosystem.
Its the largest biome in southern Africa,
covering 46% of the region and over a third
of South Africa.

The savanna is home to a wide variety of
animals, including herbivores like zebras
and wildbeests, and predators like lions
and leopards. The savanna is popular with
herbivores because of the diverse grasses
that grow there during the wet season.

The savanna is characterized by trees that
are spaced far enough apart to allow light
to reach the ground. This supports a layer
of grasses.

The savanna can be divided into three
categories:

1.  wet

2. dry

3.  thornbush

The North American Prairies :

It is a large grassland region that stretches
from the Appalachian Province to the
Rocky Mountains. It includes the Great
Plains and the Interior Lowlands of Canada,
the United States, and Mexico.

Prairies are temperate grasslands with
moderate temperatures and rainfall, and
few trees. They are mostly made up of
grasses and wildflowers.

The Siberian tundra :

It is a treeless, marshy plain that covers the
coastal plain of the central north region
of Siberia. It is the world’s northernmost
continental land and includes a polar
desert, mountain and lowland tundra,
wetlands, and larch forests.

Tundra plants are short and group
together to resist the cold temperatures.
They can carry out photosynthesis at low
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temperatures and low light intensities. The
growing seasons are short and most plants
reproduce by budding and division rather
than sexually by flowering.

49.

Consider the following pairs:

Tribe State
1. | Limboo (Limbu) | Sikkim
2. | Karbi Himachal Pradesh
3. | Dongaria Odisha
4. |Bonda Tamil Nadu

Which of the above pairs are correctly
matched?

(a) 1land 3 only
(b) 2and 4 only
() 1,3 and4 only
(d 1,2,3and 4

Explanation : (A)

The Limbu :

These are a Tibeto-Burman ethnic group
who live in the Himalayan region. They
are indigenous to eastern Nepal, Sikkim,
Assam, Nagaland, northern West Bengal,
and western Bhutan.

The Limbu call themselves Yakthung and

their language Yakthungpan. Yakthungpan
has four main dialects:

1.  Phedape

2. Chhathare

3.  Tambarkhole
4.  Panthare

The Limbu are of Mongolian stock and
speak a language that belongs to the Kiranti
group of Tibeto-Burman languages.

The Limbu language has its own alphabet,
the Kirat-Sirijonga script, which is believed
to have been invented in the 9th century.

The Karbis :

They are also known as the Mikir, are a
major ethnic group in Northeast India.
They are primarily located in the Karbi
Anglong and West Karbi Anglong hill
districts of Assam.
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The Karbis are racially Mongoloid and
linguistically Tibeto-Burman.

They follow a patrilineal family system
and are divided into five major clans:

1. Lijang

2. Hanjang
3. Ejang

4.  Kronjang
5.  Tungjang.

The Karbis prefer to call themselves Karbi,
and sometimes Arleng, which means “man”
in the Karbi language.

The Dongria Kandha :

They are a tribal people who live in the
Niyamgiri hills of Odisha, India. They are
a primitive subgroup of the Kandhs, the
most common tribe in Orissa.

The Dongria live in scattered villages in the
hills. They speak the Kui language, which
has no written language.

They worship the mountain god Niyam
Raja, and believe that they are his
descendants. They are very religious and
believe in animism.

They worship many gods, goddesses, spirits,
and natural objects, and perform magico-
religious practices to appease them.

The Bonda :

They live in the Malkangiri district of
Odisha, India. They are located in the
isolated hill regions of the district, near
the junction of the states of Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, and Andhra Pradesh.

The Bonda are known for their independent
spirit. They are one of India’s Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).

2014

50.

Which of the following phenomena
might have influenced the evolution of
organisms?

1.  Continental drift

2. Glacial cycles

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below
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(a) lonly

(b) 2only

(¢) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (C)

The effects of continental drift : The planet
has been impacted by continental drift in
countless ways. It’s difficult to imagine.

Animal evolution, geographic locations
around the world, and climatic conditions
have all been impacted by continental drift.

Glacial cycle :

The paleontological evidence consists of
changes in the geographical distribution of
fossils.

During a glacial period cold-adapted
organisms spread into lower latitudes, and
organisms that prefer warmer conditions
become extinct or are squeezed into lower
latitudes.

This evidence is also difficult to interpret
because it requires (1) Sequences of
sediments covering a long period of time,
over a wide range of latitudes and which
are easily correlated; (2) Ancient organisms
which survive for several million years
without change and whose temperature
preferences are easily diagnosed; and (3)
The finding of the relevant fossils.

51.

In India, the problem of soil erosion is
associated with which of the following?

1.  Terrace cultivation
2. Deforestation

3. Tropical climate

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below

(a) land2only

(b) 2only
() 1land3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (B)

Soil erosion is a natural process that occurs
when the upper layer of soil is worn away.
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Human activities have increased the rate of
soil erosion by 10-50 times.

In India, some of the major causes of soil
erosion include:

1. Agriculture: Farming practices can
disturb the ground. Unsustainable
agricultural practices, such as the
excessive use of chemical fertilizers,
pesticides, and herbicides, can also
contribute to soil degradation.

2.  Deforestation: Cutting down trees for
agriculture, urbanization, and logging
removes the protective canopy and
exposes the soil to erosion by wind
and water.

3. Overgrazing: Overgrazing is another

major cause of soil erosion in India.
India is home to two types of erosion:

1. sheet erosion.

2. gully erosion.

Gullies can cut clayey soils into deep creeps,
making the area unusable for farming.
Sheet erosion removes top soils across
wide regions, which generally reduces
production.

Terrace cultivation :

It is a method of growing crops on the sides
of hills or mountains by planting them on
graduated terraces built into the slope.

Terrace cultivation is a labor-intensive
method of cultivation, but it has been
effectively used to maximize farmable land
in varied terrains. It can also reduce soil
erosion and water loss.

Terrace cultivation involves cutting into
the slopes of mountains or hills to create
rows of level areas of flat land that can be
used to plant crops. The steps prevent water
from washing away the soil and plants.
This system also allowed them to build
aqueducts, which carried water to each
level.

52.

The seasonal reversal of winds is the
typical characteristic of

(a) Equatorial climate
(b) Mediterranean climate
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(c) Monsoon climate
(d) All of the above climates

Explanation : (C)

The seasonal reversal of winds is a typical
characteristic of monsoons.

Monsoons are seasonal changes in the
wind direction of an area. They are part
of a yearlong cycle of uneven heating and
cooling of tropical and mid-latitude coastal
regions.

Monsoons always blow from cold, high-
pressure regions. They can bring either
extremely wet or extremely dry weather to
an area.

The best known example of a monsoon
occurs over the Indian subcontinent.

Equatorial climates :

They are hot and wet all year, resulting in
a humid climate. They are also known as
tropical rainforest climates and are usually
found within 10 to 15 degrees latitude of
the equator.

Here are some characteristics of

equatorial climates:
Temperature: Temperatures are fairly

consistent all year, with only a few degrees
of variation.

Rainfall: It rains almost every day, resulting
in high annual rainfall.

Humidity: The rains, along with the hot
weather, lead to the Equatorial climate
being extremely humid.

Seasons: Seasons do not exist.

Equatorial climates are ideal weather for
rainforests, and so most of the world’s
rainforests are located in this region.
The year-round high temperatures and
abundant rainfall support plant growth all

year round.
These areas wusually have equatorial
rainforests, which have very dense
vegetation.

Mediterranean climate :

It is a temperate climate with mild, wet
winters and dry summers. It's often
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connected to prevailing winds and weather
patterns.

Mediterranean climates are found on the
west coasts of continents between 30°
and 40° latitude, and along the shores of
the Mediterranean Sea. They have warm
summers with clear skies, cool nights, and
little rain.

Mediterranean climates have three-fourths
of their annual precipitation concentrated
between late autumn and spring.

Mediterranean-type ecosystems (MTEs)
occur in five regions of the world:

California

Central Chile

The Mediterranean Basin

The Cape Region of South Africa

Southwestern and South Australia

SR W=

53.

Consider the following statements:

1.  Maize can be used for the production
of starch.

2. Oil extracted from maize can be a
feedstock for biodiesel.

3. Alcoholic beverages can be produced
by using maize.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) lonly

(b) 1and?2only
(c) 2and3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (D)

Maize starch is produced by the wet milling
process, which involves the grinding of
softened maize and separation of corn oil
seeds (germs), gluten (proteins), fibers
(husk), and finally pure starch.

Corn starch is made from maize kernels,
which are high in starch.

Corn starch has a wide variety of
applications. It is used as a thickening agent
in soups.

Corn starch is also used in manufacturing
bio-plastics and the preparation of corn
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syrup.
The general way to Produce Biodiesel
fuels is transesterification of fat or oil
triacylglycerols with short-chain alcohol
such as methanol or ethanol in the presence
of alkaline or acid catalysts.

Corn Biodiesel chemically is a mixture
of long-chain fatty acid methyl esters
(FAMEs).

Qil extracted from maize that can be
converted into ethanol or biodiesel.

The type of alcohol in the alcoholic drinks
we drink is a chemical called ethanol. To
make alcohol, you need to put grains,
fruits, or vegetables through a process
called fermentation, the common source of
ethanol is maize and other grains.

54.

What are the significances of a practical
approach to sugarcane production known
as ‘Sustainable Sugarcane Initiative’?

1. Seed cost is very low in this compared
to the conventional method of
cultivation.

2. Drip irrigation can be practiced very
effectively in this.

3.  There is no application of chemical
inorganic fertilizers at all in this.

4.  The scope for intercropping is more
in this compared to the conventional
method of cultivation.

Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

(a) land3only
(b) 1,2and4 only
() 2,3and4only
(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (B)

The Sustainable Sugarcane Initiative (SSI)
is a method of sugarcane production that
aims to increase yields while reducing
chemical inputs and water usage. SSI is a
credit plus approach from NABARD that
combines twin drip irrigation systems with
agronomic practices.
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Sustainable Sugarcane Initiative aims to:

Increase yields by at least 20%
Reduce chemical inputs by 25%
Save water by 940,000 m*® annually

Wb

Create rural jobs, especially for
women

5. Improve land, water, and labor

productivity
6. Reduce pressure on water resources

7.  Contribute to ecosystem recovery

SSI involves:

1.  Using fewer seeds
2. Raising seeds in a nursery

3. Using new planting methods, with
wider seed spacing

Better water and nutrient management

5. Optimum utilization of fertilizers and
land

6. Encouraging organic = methods
of nutrient and plant protection
measures

However, SSI is a farmer-driven method;

and its advantages are dependent on the

efforts of the cultivator himself rather.

There is an application of Inorganic and

organic fertilizers such as NPK (fertilizers)

at the rate of 112 kg, 25 kg, and 48 kg per
acre, respectively.

55.

Consider the following pairs

Region Well-known for the
production of
Kinnaur Areca nut
Mewat Mango
3. | Coromandel Soya bean

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly
matched?

(a) land2only

(b) 3only
(c) 1,2and3
(d) None

Explanation : (D)
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Kinnaur is known as the “Land of Apples”.
Apples are the main cash crop for the locals.

Karnataka is the leading producer of areca
nuts, accounting for 40% of the country’s
total production. The coastal districts
of Dakshina Kannada, Uttara Kannada,
and Udupi are the major producers in
Karnataka.

Mewat in haryana is not famous for mango.
UP is famous for mango.

Coromandel coast is not famous for soya
beans. Top two producers of soya are
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra which
are outside coromandel coast.

56.

Consider the following pairs:

Programme/ Ministry
Project
1. | Drought - Prone Ministry of
Area Programme |  Agriculture
2. Desert Ministry of
Development Environment
Programme and Forests
3. National Ministry
Watershed of Rural
Project for Development
rainfed areas
Watershed Development project

Development for Rainfed Areas Which of
the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

(a) land2only

(b) 3only
(c) 1,2and3
(d) None

Explanation : (D)

The Drought Prone Areas Programme
(DPAP) :

It is a program implemented by the
Department of Land Resources (DoLR)
under the Ministry of Rural Development.

The DPAP is one of three area development
programs that the DoLR implements on a
watershed basis. The other two programs
are
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1. the Integrated Wastelands
Development Programme (IWDP)
and

2. the Desert Development Programme
(DDP).

The DPAP focuses on non-arable land and
drainage lines for in-situ soil and moisture
conservation. The program includes agro-
forestry, pasture development, horticulture,
and alternate land use. The DPAP also
provides employment to people in drought-
prone areas and creates productive assets.

The DPAP was the first area development

program launched by the Central
Government in 1973-74.

The Desert Development Programme
DDP) :

It is a program under the Department of
Land Resources and the Ministry of Rural
Development of the Government of India.

The program was introduced in 1977-
78 to reduce the effects of drought and
desertification. The DDP aims to achieve
ecological balance by restoring the natural
resources of desert areas.

The DDP includes three districts in
Rajasthan:

1.  Barmer,

2. Bikaner, and

3.  Jaisalmer.

The National Watershed Project for rainfed
areas implemented by the Ministry of
Agriculture is an umbrella scheme under
the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana.
The initiative aims to enhance water
availability in the watershed areas.

57.

Consider the following pairs

National .
. Cities connected
Highway
Chennai and
L NH4 Hyderabad
Mumbai and
2 NH6 Kolkata
Ahmedabad and
3. NH 15 Jodhpur
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Which of the above pairs is/are correctly
matched?

(a) land2only

(b) 3 only
(c) 1,2and3
(d) None

Explanation : (D)

NH 4 is a 1,235 km long highway that
connects four of India’s most populated
cities: Mumbai, Pune, Bangalore, and
Chennai. It passes through the states of
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu.
NH 4 connects South India with Western
India and is an important corridor.

National Highway 6 (NH 6) is a primary
national highway in India that runs 667
kilometers long. It connects Hazira in
Gujarat with Kolkata in West Bengal,
passing through cities like Nagpur, Raipur,
and Kharagpur. NH 6 is an important route
that connects Western India with Eastern
India.

National Highway 15 (NH 15) is a 664 km
highway that connects the Indian states of
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. It starts
in Baihata, Guwahati, Assam and ends in
Wakro, Lohit, Arunachal Pradesh. The
highway passes through many cities and
towns, including Mangaldai, Dhekiajuli,
Tezpur, Banderdeva, North Lakhimpur,
Kulajan, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Rupai, and
Mahadevpur.

National Highways connect the state
capitals, major cities, important ports,
railway junctions, etc constitute about 1%
of total road length in India.

State Highways join the state capitals with
district headquarters and other important
towns constitute about 4% of total road
length in India.

District roads are the connecting link
between District Headquarters and the
other important nodes in the district and
constitute about 14% of total road length in
India.

Rural roads are vital for providing links in
rural areas and constitute about 80 per cent
of the total road length in India.
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Today India has one of the largest road
networks in the world with a total length of
45.3 Jakh km.

58. What are the benefits of implementing
the ‘Integrated Watershed Development
Programme’?

Prevention of soil runoff

2. Linking the country’s perennial rivers
with seasonal rivers

3. Rainwater harvesting and recharge of
groundwater table

4.  Regeneration of natural vegetation

Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

(a) land2only
(b) 2,3 and4 only
() 1,3and4only
(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (C)

Benefits of Integrated Watershed
Development Programme :

1. Prevention of soil runoff :

Ithelpsin preventing soil erosion and runoft
by promoting soil and water conservation
measures.

» It is achieved through the construction of
contour trenches, check dams, and other
structures that help to slow down the flow
of water and trap soil particles.

2. Rainwater harvesting and recharge of
groundwater table :

»  The programme also focuses on rainwater
harvesting and recharge of groundwater
table.

It is done by promoting the construction
of water - harvesting structures like ponds,
tanks, and wells, and by encouraging the use
of traditional water-harvesting practices.

3. Regeneration of natural vegetation :

= It promotes the regeneration of natural
vegetation through afforestation and
reforestation activities.

» It is done by promoting the planting of
native tree species, and by encouraging
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the use of sustainable forest management
practices.

4. Improvement of agricultural productivity :

*  The programme also aims to improve
agricultural productivity by promoting the
adoption of sustainable farming practices
like crop rotation, intercropping, and
organic farming.

* It is done by providing farmers with
training and technical support, and by
promoting the use of improved seeds,
fertilizers, and other inputs.

59. Which one of the following pairs of
islands is separated from each other by
the ‘Ten Degree Channel’?

(a) Andaman and Nicobar
(b) Nicobar and Sumatra
(c) Maldives and Lakshadweep

(d) Sumatra and Java
Explanation : (A)

*  The Ten Degree Channel is a 150 kilometer
wide channel that separates the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal.
The two island groups together form the
Indian Union Territory of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. The Ten Degree Channel
also separates Little Andaman and Car
Nicobar.

. The Grand Channel, also known as the
“Six Degree Channel’, separates the Great
Nicobar Islands and the Sumatra Islands of
Indonesia. The Grand Channel is located
six degrees north of the equator.

»  The Eight Degree Channel separates
the Lakshadweep island group from the
Maldives. The Eight Degree Channel also
serves as the maritime boundary between
the Maldives and India. The Nine Degree
Channel separates the island of Minicoy
from the main Lakshadweep archipelago.
In 1976, India and the Maldives signed
a maritime boundary treaty that placed
Minicoy on the Indian side of the boundary.

*  The Sunda Strait separates the islands of
Sumatra and Java. It is a narrow body of
water that connects the Java Sea to the
Indian Ocean. The Sunda Strait is about 16
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to 70 miles wide and is a major shipping
route.

The Sunda Strait is also home to a number
of small islands, including Krakatoa.
Krakatoa is a volcanic island that erupted
in 1883, causing a massive tsunami that
killed over 36,000 people.

The Sunda Strait is an important part of
Indonesian history and culture. It is a
major transportation route and is home to
a number of important historical sites.

60.

Consider the following pairs:

. | Dampa Tiger Reserve |Mizoram
2. | Gumti Wildlife Sikkim
Sanctuary
3. [ Saramati Park Nagaland

Which of the above paris is/are correctly
matched?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2and 3 only
(c) land3only
(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (C)

Dampa Tiger Reserve :

It is a wildlife sanctuary in the Kolasib
district of Mizoram, India. It covers 500
square kilometers in the Lushai Hills
at an altitude of 800-1,100 meters. The
Government of India established the
reserve in 1985 and declared it a tiger
reserve in 1994.

The reserve is home to several endangered
species including the Bengal tiger, Asian
elephant, and Hoolock gibbon

Gumti Wildlife Sanctuary :

It is a 389.54 square kilometer wildlife
sanctuary in the south-eastern part of
Tripura, India. It was notified as a sanctuary
in 1988 and is spread across the districts of
Dhalai, Khowai, and Gumti.

The sanctuary is home to many animals
and birds, including : Asian elephants,

Sambar, Water buffalo, Deer, Phayre’s leaf
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monkeys, Serows, Wild goats, Migratory
birds, Reptiles.

Mount Saramati :

It is a 3,826-meter (12,552-foot) tall peak
in the Kiphire district of Nagaland, India.
Its also known as “Firim Shuwung,
which means “the mount of Snow” in the
Yimchunger dialect.

The Saramati-Awung Range is home to
the thickest and biggest chunk of virgin
forest in Nagaland. The forest is home
to a variety of flora and fauna, including
hollock gibbons, panthers, jungle cats,
bison, sambar, barking deer, wild boars,
and slender lorises.

61.

Which of the following have coral reefs?

1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands
2. Gulf of Kachchh

3.  Gulf of Mannar
4,

Sunderbans

Select the correct answer using the code
given below :

(a) 1,2and3only
(b) 2and4only
(¢c) land3only
(d) 1,2,3and4

Explanation : (A)

Coral reefs are large structures made of
limestone that are created by coral polyps.
They are often called the “rainforests of the
sea” and support about 25% of all known
marine species.

Coral reefs are made up of colonies of
hundreds to thousands of tiny individual
corals, called polyps. These marine
invertebrate animals have hard exoskeletons
made of calcium carbonate, and are sessile,
meaning permanently fixed in one place.

Coral reefs in India are one of the most
ancient and dynamic ecosystems of India.
The coral reefs not only provide a sanctuary
to a myriad of marine life but also play a
key role in protecting the coastline from
erosion.
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The Coral reefs in India are mainly
restricted to the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Gulf of Mannar, Gulf of Kutch,
Palk Strait and the Lakshadweep islands.
All of these reefs are Fringing reefs, except
Lakshadweep which are Atolls.

There are Patchy corals present along the
inter-tidal areas of the central west coast
like the intertidal regions of Ratnagiri,
Gaveshani Bank etc.

The Hermatypic corals are also present
along the sea shore from Kollam in Kerala
to Enayam Puthenthurai in Tamil Nadu.

The coral reefs in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands are spread across several
islands, including Havelock Island, Neil
Island, and Barren Island.

Gulf of Kachchh :

It is a shallow inlet in the Arabian Sea,
located on the western coast of India.

The Gulf is home to several coral reefs,
which are unique in their structure and
species composition. The reefs in the
Gulf of Kachchh are adapted to the harsh
conditions of the region, including high
salinity, temperature fluctuations, and
strong currents.

Gulf of Mannar :

It is located in the Indian Ocean, between
the southeastern coast of India and the
northwestern coast of Sri Lanka.

The Gulf is home to some of the most
diverse and productive coral reefs in the
world, with over 100 species of corals and
more than 500 species of fish.

The coral reefs in the Gulf of Mannar are
threatened by several factors, including
overfishing, pollution, and climate change.

Sunderbans :

It is a mangrove forest located in the delta
of the Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Meghna
rivers, on the eastern coast of India.

While the Sunderbans is not known for
its coral reefs, it is home to several other
marine ecosystems, including estuaries,
mudflats, and creeks.
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62. Consider the following rivers:

1. Barak
2. Lohit

3.  Subansiri

Which of the above flows/flow through
Arunachal Pradesh?

(a) 1lonly

(b) 2and 3 only
(c) land3only
(d 1,2and3

Explanation : (B)

The Barak River :

*  Itisa 900 km long river that flows through
India and Bangladesh. It originates in the
Manipur hills, south of Mao in Senapati
district of Manipur at an elevation of 2,331
m.

*  The Barak River flows through the states
of Manipur, Mizoram, and Assam in India
and into Bangladesh where it bifurcates
into
1.  the Surma river and
2. the Kushiyara river

*  The Surma and Kushiyara rivers converge
again to become the Meghna river before
forming the Ganges Delta.

*  The Barak River’s valley in Assam is famous
for tea cultivation. The Barak valley consists
of three administrative districts of Assam-

1. Cachar
2. Karimganj
3. Hailakandi

The Lohit River :

» It is a river in China and India that flows
through both countries. It is a major
tributary of the Brahmaputra River and is
the farthest east tributary.

*  The Lohit River originates in the Zayal Chu
ranges in eastern Tibet and flows about
460 km before meeting the Dibang River.
Before entering India, the river flows about
200 km through Tibet and enters India at
Kibitho in Arunachal Pradesh. The name
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Lohit comes from the Assamese word Lohit
which means blood. Tibetans call it Zayul
Chu and the Mishmis call it Tellu.

The Lohit River is important for the
socioeconomic aspects of Arunachal
Pradesh. It contributes to the state’s
drinking water supply, agriculture, and
energy needs.

The Subansiri River :

It is a tributary of the Brahmaputra River
that flows through Tibet and the Indian
states of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam.
The river enters India near the town of
Taksing, Arunachal Pradesh, and flows
east and southeast through Miri Hills. It
then flows south to the Assam Valley at
Dulangmukh in Dhemaji district, where it
joins the Brahmaputra River at Jamurighat
in Lakhimpur district.

It is one of the largest tributaries of the
Brahmaputra River and is known for its
beauty and rich biodiversity. The river’s
major tributaries are the Kamla and Kurung
Rivers.

The name Subansiri comes from the fact
that the river was once a potential site for
gold mining.

Kameng, Siang (Brahmaputra), Dibang,
Noa Dihing are Some of the Other major
rivers flowing in Arunachal Pradesh.

63.

Consider the following pairs:

Hills Region

.| Cardamon Hills | Coromandel Coast

Konkan Coast
Central India
North-EFast India

1
2. | Kaimur Hills
3. | Mahadeo Hills
4. | Mikir Hills

Which of the above pairs are correctly
matched?

(a) land2
(b) 2and3
(c) 3and4
(d) 2and4

Explanation : (C)
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The Cardamom Hills :

They are located in the state of Kerala,
India, and are part of the Western Ghats
mountain range. The Western Ghats run
along the western coast of India.

The Cardamom Hills are also known as
Yela Mala and are part of the southern
Western Ghats. The name comes from the
cardamom spice that grows in the hills’ cool
elevation. The hills also support pepper and
coffee.

The Cardamom Hills are an elevated and
continuous range of mountains with an
average elevation of about 1500 m. They
contribute significantly to Indias spice
production, with cardamom being a major
export commodity.

The Kaimur Hills :

It is also known as the Kaimur Range, are
the easternmost part of the Vindhya Range.
The range is about 300 miles (480 km) long
and 50 miles (80 km) wide, and runs from
Katangi in Madhya Pradesh to Sasaram in
Bihar.

The Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary is home
to many plant species, including: Salai
(Boswellia  Serrata), Siddha, Indian
Rosewood (Sheesham), Jamun, Teak,
Koraiya, Saal, Jheengara.

Mahadeo Hills :

They are a range of sandstone hills in the
northern part of the Satpura Range in
Madhya Pradesh, India. The hills are about
20 km from Satpura National Park and
are located at an altitude of 1,363 m. The
name of the range means “Seven Folds” and
forms a watershed between the Narmada in
the north and Tapti in the south.

The Narmada and Son rivers originate near
the Mahadeo Hills. The Mahadeo Hills also
separate the basin of the Narmada from the
Wardha and Wainganga rivers to the north.

Mikir Hills :

They are a group of hills in northeast India,
located south of the Kaziranga National
Park in Assam. They are part of the Karbi
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Plateau, which is the oldest landform in
Assam. Dambuchko is the highest peak in
the Mikir Hills.

The Mikir Hills are part of the Himalayas,
where the north-western border of
Purvanchal meets the state of Meghalaya.
The Karbis, an indigenous ethnic tribe from
Assam, prefer to call themselves Karbi and
sometimes Arleng, which means “man” in
the Karbi language.

The Coromandel Coast :

It is a 22,800 square kilometer region
on the southeastern coast of the Indian
subcontinent.

It extends from Cape Comorin to False Divi
Point. The Coromandel Coast is bordered
by the Utkal Plains to the north, the Bay of
Bengal to the east, the Kaveri delta to the
south, and the Eastern Ghats to the west.

The Coromandel Coast may also include
the northwestern coast of Sri Lanka. The
coastline is part of Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh, and includes the important ports
of Chennai, Thoothukudi, Nellore, Ennore,
and Nagapattinam.

The word “Coromandel” is a popular
reference to the 10th-century kingdom of
Chola-Mandalam.

The Konkan coast :

It is a 720 km long rugged section of the
western coastline of India. It lies between
the Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea,
extending from the Daman Ganga River to
the Terekhol River between Maharashtra
and Karnataka. The Konkan coast also
covers the coasts of Maharashtra and Goa.

64.

If you travel through the Himalayas, you
are likely to see which of the following
plants naturally growing there?

1. Oak

2. Rhododendron

3.  Sandal wood

Select the correct answer using the code
given below:

(a) land2only

(b) 3only
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(¢c) land3only
(d) 1,2and3

Explanation : (A)

If you travel through the Himalayas, you are
likely to see oak and rhododendron trees.
Sandalwood is also found in the region, but
it is very much rare and expensive.

Oak and rhododendron are characteristic
plants of temperate forests, which are
mainly found in the middle altitudes of the
Himalayas.

Rhododendron is a genus that is widely
distributed throughout most of the
Northern Hemisphere, except for dry
areas. It also extends into the Southern
Hemisphere in southeastern Asia.

Mongabay-India :

Rhododendrons are bell-shaped flowers
that bloom later in the spring. They grow in
clusters at the end of the branch and have
five lobes per flower.

Rhododendrons come in a wide array of
colors, including white, pink, carmine red,
lavender, deep purple, and blue.

The sandalwood tree, also known as
Santalum album, is a small tropical tree
native to southern India and Southeast Asia.
It is a member of the botanical family that
includes European mistletoe. Sandalwood
is a slow-growing tree that is often cited
as one of the most expensive woods in the
world. Both the wood and the oil produce
a distinctive fragrance that has been highly
valued for centuries.

65.

In the context of food and nutritional
security of India, enhancing the ‘Seed
Replacement Rates’ of various crops
helps in achieving the food production
targets of the future. But what is/are
the constraint/constraints in its wider/
greater implementation?

1. There is no National Seeds Policy in
place.

2. 'There is no participation of private
sector seed companies in the supply
of quality seeds of vegetables and
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planting materials of horticultural
crops.

3. There is a demand supply gap
regarding quality seeds in case of low
value and high volume crops.

Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

(a) land2
(b) 3only
(¢c) 2and3
(d) None

Explanation : (B)

The National Seeds Policy (NSP) of 2001
aims to ensure the growth of the seed sector
in a liberalized economic environment.

The NSP’s main objectives are:

1. To provide a suitable climate for the
seed industry to utilize available and
prospective opportunities

2. To safeguard the interests of Indian
farmers

3.  To conserve agro-biodiversity

To provide Indian farmers with a
wide range of superior seed varieties,
and planting materials in adequate
quantity

5. To increase production of improved
seed both in the public and private
sectors

6. To make best quality seeds available
to the farmers on timely basis, and at
competitive price

7.  To increase crop production, farmer’s
productivity, per capita farm income
and export earnings

The NSP of 2002 states that all import of

seeds and planting materials will be allowed

freely subject to EXIM Policy Guidelines
and the requirements of the Plants, Fruits
and Seeds (Regulation of import into India)

Order, 1989 as amended from time to time.

The private sector seed companies supply
quality seeds of vegetables but in a small
volume. The private sector is the majority
supplier of hybrid vegetable seeds.
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There is a demand-supply gap recording
quality of seeds in case of low value and
high volume crops such as wheat and rice.

Farmers prefer to use their own preserve

seeds due to the high demand and supply
gap-

Seed replacement rate (SRR) :

It is the percentage of cropped area covered
with quality seeds compared to the amount
of farm-saved seeds used in a season.
SRR is a measure of cropped area covered
with quality seed. It has a direct effect on
productivity and farmers’ income, and can
help farmers double their income. SRR is
also directly proportional to productivity.

66.

Turkey is located between

(a) Black Sea and Caspian Sea

(b) Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea
(c) Gulf of Suez and Mediterranean Sea
(d) Gulf of Aqaba and Dead Sea

Explanation : (B)

Turkey is located between the Black Sea
and the Mediterranean Sea. The country is
situated at the intersection of the Middle
East, Caucasus, Balkans, and eastern
Mediterranean.

Turkey is partially located in Asia and
partially in Europe. It is surrounded by
four seas: the Black Sea to the north, the
Aegean to the west, the Sea of Marmara,
and the Mediterranean to the south. The
Bosporus Strait connects the Black Sea to
the Sea of Marmara, and the Dardanelles
Strait connects the Sea of Marmara to the
Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.

Turkey’s geography is characterized by a
central plateau surrounded by mountain
chains to the north, west, and south. The
Northern Anatolian Mountains are a chain
that runs almost parallel to the Black Sea.

The Black Sea :

It is a large inland sea located at the
southeastern tip of Europe. It’s a marginal
sea of the Atlantic Ocean, located between
Eastern Europe and Western Asia. The
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Black Sea is bordered by Bulgaria, Georgia,
Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine. The
Black Sea is also known as the Euxine Sea.

The Caspian Sea :

It is the world’s largest inland body of
water, covering 371,000 square kilometers.
It’s located on the border of two parts of
Eurasia, and its coastlines are shared by
Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, and
Turkmenistan.

The Caspian Sea is named after the
ancient Kaspi peoples who once lived in
Transcaucasia to the west. The ancient
Greeks and Persians thought the Caspian
Sea was an ocean because of its immense
size.

The Mediterranean Sea :

It is a semi-enclosed sea that connects to
the Atlantic Ocean. It is surrounded by
land on three sides:

1.  Southern Europe and Anatolia to the
north,

2. North Africa to the south, and

3. the Lev