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1. The sculpture with the three faces of 
Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh know as 
Trimurti appears in

(a)  Ajanta caves 

(b)  Ellora caves 

(c) Kalva caves 

(d) Elephanta caves 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The sculpture of Trimurti, which depicts 
the three faces of Brahma, Vishnu, and 
Mahesh, is located in the Elephanta Caves.

 � The Elephanta Caves are a group of seven 
caves that are a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. The caves are primarily dedicated to 
the Hindu god Shiva and contain rock-
cut stone sculptures that blend Hindu and 
Buddhist ideas and iconography. 

 � The Trimurti is a large stone sculpture 
located in the first cave of the Elephanta 
Caves. It is considered the most important 
sculpture in the caves and is described as a 
“masterpiece of Gupta-Chalukyan art”. The 
sculpture is located at the back of the cave, 
facing the entrance, and is also known as 
Maheshmurti or Trimurti Sadashiva. 

 � The sculpture represents three aspects of 
Shiva: the Creator, the Preserver, and the 
Destroyer. The left half of the sculpture 
represents Aghora or Bhairava, the central 
full face represents Taptapurusha or 
Mahadeva, and the right half represents 
Vamadeva or Uma.

2. The workship of idols started in India in

(a)  Pre-Aryan period 

(b)  Gupta period 

(c)  Maurya period 

(d)  Kushan period 

Explanation :  (B)

 � In Hinduism, idol worship became a 
common feature during the Gupta period. 

The early Aryans only practiced nature 
worship and elaborate rituals. 

 � Some say that idol worship is a central 
part of the ancient period and plays an 
important role in Hinduism. Others say 
that idol worship is just one way for prayer 
and meditation.

 � The pre-Aryan period in India is the time 
before the arrival of the Aryans, which is 
estimated to have been around 4,000 years 
ago. The pre-Aryan period includes the 
Indus Valley Civilization, which was the 
first urban civilization on the subcontinent. 

The pre-Aryan period is divided 
into several stages based on human 
development:

1.  Paleolithic Period: (300,000 BC–
8,000 BC), Old Stone Age

2.  Mesolithic Period: (8,000–4,000 BC), 
Late Stone Age

3.  Neolithic Period: (4,000–1,800 BC), 
New Stone Age

4.  Copper and Bronze Age: (1,800–
1,000 BC) 

The pre-Aryan period includes at least 
three different ethnic types:

1.  Austro-Asians: The earliest people 
related to Australian aborigines

2.  Dravidians: The people that the 
Aryans encountered

3.  Aryans: The Caucasian steppe people 
who came to India around 4,000 years 
ago

The Maurya Empire :

 � It was a powerful empire that ruled over 
the Indian subcontinent from 321–185 BC. 
The empire was founded by Chandragupta 
Maurya in 322 BC and lasted until 185 
BC. The empire included parts of present-
day India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 
Bhutan, and Afghanistan, as well as parts of 
Iran and Myanmar. 
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 � The Maurya Empire was a centralized 
monarchy with a vast bureaucracy. 
Chandragupta Maurya established a single 
currency, a network of regional governors 
and administrators, and a civil service to 
provide security and justice for merchants, 
farmers, and traders. 

 � The Maurya Empire was a time of economic 
prosperity and cultural development. 
Mauryan art and architecture promoted 
the spread of Buddhism, and many 
structures were built for religious purposes. 
The sculptures of the Mauryan Age are 
considered some of the finest art in India.

The Kushan Empire :

 � It was a powerful political force in the 
Eurasian-African world from the 1st 
century BCE to the 3rd century CE. The 
Kushan Empire was a significant power 
alongside the Roman Empire, the Parthian 
Empire, and the Han Empire. 

 � The Kushans were nomadic people who 
lived in the Central Asian steppes. In the 
early 1st century CE, they established 
a powerful empire that stretched from 
modern-day Afghanistan to northern India. 
The Kushan Empire was administered 
from two capitals: 
1) Purushapura (modern-day Peshawar 

in Pakistan) and 2) Mathura in 
Northern India. 

 � The Kushans were originally foreign 
invaders, but they became completely 
Indianized in their ways and culture. The 
Kushan Empire controlled large parts of 
the Silk Route, which led to the spread of 
Buddhism into China, Korea, and Japan. 
The Kushan Empire is less recognized in 
current world historiography.

3. Which of the following throws light on 
Harappan Culture? 

(a)  Arechacological excavations 

(b) The script on copper sheets 

(c)  Rock edicts 

(d)  All of the above 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The mere fact that during Harappa there 
was no well developed script (except a few 
pictographic symbols) eliminates option 
(B) and (C).

 � Archaeological excavations provide 
important information about the Harappan 
culture. 

 � Archaeological excavations in the 19th and 
20th centuries have provided data about 
the Harappan culture’s technology, art, 
trade, transportation, writing, and religion. 

 � The first thing found in Harappa was a stone 
seal with a unicorn picture and some words 
on it. More seals with different animals and 
writing have been found in the area. 

 � The Seals of Pashupati Mahadeva may shed 
light on the religion of the Harappan age. 
The seal shows a seated figure of a Yogi, 
probably Shiva Pashupati, surrounded by 
four animals.

What is Harappan Civilization?

 � The Harappan Civilization, also known as 
the Indus Valley Civilization, was a Bronze 
Age civilization that lasted from 3300–
1300 BCE. It was the earliest known urban 
culture in the Indian subcontinent and was 
located in modern-day India and Pakistan. 

The Harappan Civilization made many 
technological advances, including:

1.  Standardized weights and measures

2.  Seal carving

3.  Metallurgy with copper, bronze, lead, 
and tin

4.  Fire-baked bricks 
 � The Harappan Civilization is also known 

for its highly developed urban planning.
 � Houses were one or two-storeyed and had 

separate bathing areas, wells, and proper 
drainage systems. 

 � The Harappan Civilization is considered 
a Bronze Age civilization because many 
objects have been found that are made up 
of copper based alloys. 
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 � The Harappan Civilization declined around 
1900–1500 BCE, coinciding with a wave of 
migration of the Aryan people from the 
north. Physical evidence suggests climate 
change caused flooding, drought, and 
famine. 

 � The cities were abandoned, and the people 
moved south by around 1500–600 BCE. 
The civilization had already fallen by the 
time Cyrus II (the Great, r. c. 550-530 BCE) 
invaded India in 530 BCE. 

 � The Harappan Civilization was first 
discovered in 1921–1922 when Sir John 
Hubert Marshall led an expedition that 
discovered the ancient city of Harappa.

4. The name Pahalavi Dynasty in Iran is 
derived from the

(a)  Language 

(b)  King 

(c)  Religion 

(d)  River

Explanation :  (A)

 � The name of the Pahlavi dynasty in Iran 
comes from the language. 

 � The Pahlavi dynasty ruled Iran from 1925 
to 1979. The dynasty’s founder, Reza Shah 
Pahlavi, chose the name to strengthen 
his nationalist credentials. The Pahlavi 
language was spoken in the pre-Islamic 
Sasanian Empire. 

 � Reza Shah Pahlavi was born Reza Khan in 
1878. His ancestors were chiefs of a clan 
named Pahlevan, which comes from the 
ancient Persian language Pahlavi. In 1919, 
he chose the last name Pahlavi for himself. 
In 1925, he deposed the Qajar dynasty 
and declared himself king, adopting the 
dynastic name of Pahlavi.

1980

5. At which place Gautama Buddha 
delivered his first sermon ?

(a)  Sarnath 

(b)  Lumbini 

(c)  Bodh Gaya 

(d)  Vaishali 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Gautama Buddha delivered his first sermon 
at Sarnath, a village near the city of Benares 
in Uttar Pradesh, India. The event is known 
as Dharma-Chakra-Pravartana, which 
translates to “turning of the wheel of law”. 

 � Sarnath is located 10 kilometers northeast 
of Varanasi, near the confluence of the 
Ganges and Varuna rivers. The deer park 
in Sarnath is where the Buddha first taught 
the Dhamma. The park is still there today. 

 � Sarnath is one of the four places of 
pilgrimage for Buddhists and an important 
religious place for Jainism.

Lumbini :

 � It is a sacred area in the Terai plains of 
southern Nepal. It is the birthplace of the 
Buddha, according to Buddhist tradition, 
in 623 B.C.

The site includes:

1.  Shakya Tank

2.  Maya Devi Temple

3.  Inscription on the pillar erected by 
the Mauryan Emperor Asoka 

 � The inscription on the pillar, which is 
in Brahmi, gives evidence that Ashoka, 
emperor of the Maurya Empire, visited the 
place in 3rd-century BCE and identified it 
as the birth-place of the Buddha.

Bodhgaya :

 � It is situated west of the Phalgu River, a 
tributary of the Ganges (Ganga) River. 
Bodh Gaya contains one of the holiest of 
Buddhist sites: the location where, under 
the sacred pipal, or Bo tree, Gautama 
Buddha (Prince Siddhartha) attained 
enlightenment and became the Buddha.

Vaishali :

 � It is a Buddhist pilgrimage site and the 
birthplace of Lord Mahavira. It is also 
known as the land of Ambapali, a great 
Indian courtesan. 
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 � Vaishali is mentioned in the Ramayana 
and Buddhist literature. It is said that the 
Buddha visited Vaishali three times, spent 
a long time there, and delivered his last 
sermon. After the Buddha’s death, Vaishali 
hosted the Second Buddhist Council. 

 � Vaishali is also home to the Buddha Relic 
Stupa, a popular site for Buddhists that 
enshrines the Buddha’s holy ashes.

6. Who is regarded as the greatest law giver 
of ancient India ?  

(a)  Megasthanese 

(b)  Panini 

(c)  Manu 

(d)  Kautilya 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Manu is considered the greatest law giver of 
ancient India. 

 � The Manu-smriti is a text attributed 
to Manu, the legendary first man and 
lawgiver. The text is believed to date back 
to around 100 CE. It is considered the 
most authoritative book of the Hindu code 
Dharmashastra.

 � The Manu-smriti prescribes dharma to 
Hindus, which is a set of obligations for 
each member of the four social classes and 
four stages of life.

 � It is also believed to have had a significant 
impact on the development of Indian 
society and culture.

Megasthenes (c. 350–290 BC):

 � He was a Greek historian, diplomat, and 
ethnographer who wrote extensively about 
India during the reign of Chandragupta 
Maurya. He was the first person to describe 
ancient India, and for that reason he has 
been called “the father of Indian history”. 

 � Megasthenes’ book, Indica, was lost over 
time, but it has been reconstructed to a 
certain extent using literary sources from 
later authors.

The contents of the reconstructed text 
include:

 � Geography, History, Fauna, Economy, 
Food and clothing, Society, Philosophy, 
Administration. 

 � Megasthenes visited Pataliputra sometime 
during the reign of Chandragupta Maurya, 
and he appears to have passed through the 
Punjab region in north-western India. He 
provides a detailed account of the rivers in 
this area.

Panini (520 BC - 460 BC) :

 � He was a Sanskrit grammarian, logician, 
and philologist in ancient India. He is 
considered the founder of Sanskrit and its 
literature. 

 � Panini is credited with creating a scientific 
theory of phonetics, phonology, and 
morphology. He also developed the 
structure of Sanskrit using almost 4,000 
sutras, or rules expressed as aphorisms. The 
structure of the language remained largely 
unchanged for the next two thousand years. 

 � Panini is also known for writing the ancient 
text Ashtadhyayi, which means “Eight 
Chapters”. The text was written more than 
2,000 years ago and set the standard for 
how Sanskrit was to be written and spoken. 

 � Ashtadhyayi contains a grammar problem 
that has been called Sanskrit’s biggest 
puzzle. The problem is that two or more 
grammar rules can apply at the same time.

Kautilya :

 � He is also known as Chanakya or 
Vishnugupta, was a statesman, 
philosopher, and advisor to the Indian king 
Chandragupta Maurya (c. 317-293 B.C.E.).

 � Kautilya was a professor of Political Science 
at the Gurukul (university) of Takshashila 
(now in Afghanistan) and later became the 
Prime Minister of the Mauryan Empire. 

 � Kautilya is credited with writing the treatise 
on statecraft called the Arthashastra, 
which translates to “science of politics”. 
The Arthashastra is a 15-chapter treatise 
that helps a king in “the acquisition and 
protection of the earth”.
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Kautilya’s philosophy of war included:

1.  Warfare as a science

2.  Attacking weakness

3.  Using violence 
 � Kautilya is sometimes referred to as the 

Indian Machiavelli because of his shrewd 
techniques and policies.

7. Idol worship was started in

(a)  Gupta period 

(b)  Vedic period 

(c) Epic period 

(d)  Maurya period 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Idol worship began in the Epic period. It is 
considered a central part of ancient times 
and plays an important role in Hinduism.

The Gupta period :

 � It was a time of cultural and scientific 
advancements in India from 300–600 CE. 
The Gupta Empire was a Hindu empire that 
existed from the early 4th century to the 
early 6th century CE. During its peak, from 
319–467 CE, the empire covered much of 
the Indian subcontinent. 

 � The Gupta period is known as the “Golden 
Age” of India because of its emphasis on 
classical Indian art and literature, and its 
advances in science.

The period saw:

1.  Advances in poetry, prose, and drama

2.  Important discoveries in mathematics 
and astronomy

3.  Some of the most impressive examples 
of deified Buddhas

4.  Prolific production of Hindu and Jain 
sacred imagery

 � The Gupta Empire was founded by 
Maharaja Sri Gupta and expanded through 
conquest and political alliances until 395 
CE.

 � The capital of the Gupta dynasty was 
Pataliputra, an ancient city now known as 
Patna. The city’s central location made it 
easy for the empire to trade and expand. 

 � The Gupta dynasty was defeated by the 
invading White Huns, also known as the 
Hephthalites. Although the dynasty was 
not completely destroyed, the White Huns 
caused considerable damage to the empire, 
leading to its decline.

The Vedic Age :

 � It is the period between 1500 BC and 600 
BC, and is named after the Vedas, which 
were composed during this time. The Vedas 
are the primary source of information 
about this era. 

The Vedic Age is divided into two periods:

1.  Early Vedic Period or Rig Vedic 
Society: (1500 BC - 1000 BC)

2.  Later Vedic Civilization or Painted 
Grey Ware Phase: (1000 BC - 600 BC) 

 � The Vedic Age began with the Aryans, who 
were foreigners who migrated to the Indus 
Valley and Ganges Plain. The Aryans spoke 
Sanskrit and lived semi-nomadic. 

 � The Vedic literature has evolved over many 
centuries and was passed down through 
generations by word of mouth.

 � The earliest surviving manuscript is from 
the 11th century. The Vedic literature is 
divided into four Vedas: Rig Veda, Sama 
Veda, Yajur Veda, Atharva veda.

 � The Vedic civilization was patriarchal, 
with the family as the fundamental unit of 
society.

 � The Vedic Aryans humanized many natural 
forces such as earth, fire, wind, rain, and 
thunder into gods to worship them.

The Mauryan Empire :

 � It was a powerful political and military 
empire in ancient India that lasted from 
322 BCE to 185 BCE. It was the first pan-
Indian empire, covering most of India and 
parts of modern-day Iran. 
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The Mauryan Empire had three famous 
rulers:

1.  Chandragupta Maurya: (321 - 297 
B.C.)

2.  Bindusara: (297 - 272 B.C.)

3.  Asoka: (268 - 232 B.C.) 
 � Chandragupta Maurya was an orphaned 

boy from a humble family who was trained 
by Kautilya, who is credited with being 
the master strategist behind the rise of 
the Mauryan Empire. Chandragupta’s son, 
Bindusara, succeeded him and continued 
to expand the empire. 

The Mauryan Empire is depicted in 
literary sources such as:

1.  Arthashastra of Kautilya

2.  Indica of Megasthenes

3.  Edicts issued by Ashoka 

The main officials of the Mauryan 
Administration were:

 � Purohits, Yuvaraja, Amatya, Senapati, 
Adhyaksha, Sannidhatas.

8. Neolithic period of age not characterised 
by

(a) Agriculture 

(b)  Use of copper 

(c)  Domestication of animals 

(d)  Fishing 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Neolithic period, or New Stone Age, 
is not characterized by the use of copper. 
The Neolithic period began around 12,000 
years ago and lasted until the Chalcolithic 
period, which began around 6,500 years 
ago. The Chalcolithic period saw the first 
use of copper, which was the first metal to 
be used at the end of the Neolithic Age. 

The Neolithic period is characterized by:

1.  Agriculture: The introduction of 
farming

2.  Domestication of animals: The do-
mestication of cattle, sheep, and goats

3.  Settlement: The establishment of per-
manent villages

4.  Crafts: The appearance of pottery and 
weaving

5.  Stone tools: Stone tools shaped by 
polishing or grinding

6.  Subsistence: Humans no longer 
dependent on hunting, fishing, and 
gathering wild plants

 � The Neolithic period also saw the Neolithic 
Revolution, which included a shift from 
a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to one of 
settlement.

9. We can know about early vedic period 
from

(a)  Archaeological excavations 

(b)  Cotemporary cultures 

(c)  Rigveda 

(d)  Jatak katha

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Rigveda is the primary source of 
information about the early Vedic period. 
The Rigveda is one of the four sacred 
Vedas, and it was composed in 1500 BCE. 
The early Vedic period is the time when the 
Aryans first entered India, from 1500 BCE 
to 1000 BCE. 

 � The Rigveda is the earliest literature of 
India and reveals information about the 
political organizations, state, and kingship 
of India during this period. It also provides 
information about popular assemblies and 
institutions responsible for administrative 
duties. 

 � Archaeological excavations have also 
unearthed many post-Harappan/
Chalcolithic settlements from the regions 
of Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, and northern 
Rajasthan. These excavations have been 
conducted over the last 40 years along the 
Indus and Ghaggar rivers.
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Jataka Katha :

 � It is a collection of stories about the previous 
lives of Gautama Buddha, the Buddha’s 
previous births as a Bodhisattva, or being 
who has not yet attained enlightenment. 
The word “Jataka” means “Birth Story” or 
“related to a birth” in Pali and Sanskrit. 

 � The stories are often short narratives that 
describe how the Buddha’s soul passed 
from one incarnation to the next, gradually 
becoming stronger and more moral. The 
stories are preserved in all branches of 
Buddhism and are an important part of 
Buddhist art and literature. 

 � The stories are often depicted on the railings 
and torans of stupas.

 � The stories are said to have been narrated 
by Gautama Buddha himself during his 
ministry. The number of Jataka stories is 
difficult to determine, but according to 
many scholars there are 550. 

10. Name the God who lost his importance in 
the beginning of Christian era?

(a)  Indra 

(b)  Brahma 

(c)  Vishnu 

(d)  Mahesh 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Indra is the god who lost his importance at 
the beginning of the Christian era. 

 � Indra is a Hindu god of war, rain, and 
thunder. He is the king of the gods and 
is often depicted as a warrior god. Indra 
is also the Indo-European cousin of the 
German Wotan, Norse Odin, Greek Zeus, 
and Roman Jupiter. 

 � Indra’s importance diminished as new gods 
like Shiva, Vishnu, and Brahma became 
more important. Indra also took on new 
characteristics as a drunken and hedonistic 
god. Today, Indra is no longer widely 
worshipped. 

 � Indra was the chief god of the fire 
worshiping steppe Caucasians who 
migrated to India about 3500 years ago. 

As the Caucasians mixed and intermarried 
with the local Dravidians, their religious 
outlook changed. The Dravidian gods 
gained more importance.

11. The Induse Valley people had contacts 
with

(a)  Egyptians 

(b)  Sumerians 

(c) Chinese 

(d) Mesopotamians 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Indus Valley people, also known as the 
Harappan Civilization, had trade relations 
with Mesopotamia from 3300 BCE to 1300 
BCE.

 � The Indus Valley people exported gold 
jewelry, ivory seals and boxes, timber, 
cotton textiles, copper and bronze fish-
hooks, carnelian and precious stone beads, 
live chicken, shell and bone inlays, and 
water buffaloes. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization and 
Mesopotamian civilizations had an 
extensive maritime trade network. 
Harappan seals and jewelry have been found 
at archaeological sites in Mesopotamia, 
which includes most of modern-day Iraq, 
Kuwait, and parts of Syria.

 � The Mesopotamians referred to the 
Indus Valley Civilization as “Meluhha”. 
Meluhha was also the Sumerian name for a 
prominent trading partner of Sumer during 
the Middle Bronze Age. 

 � The Indus Valley people lived on the banks 
of the Indus river, the longest river in 
Pakistan. The Indus river begins high up in 
the Himalayan mountains and flows nearly 
3,000 kilometers to the Arabian Sea.

12. Upanishads are

(a)  Religious books of Hindus 

(b)  Book dealing with ancient Hindu 
Laws 

(c)  Books on social behaviour of man 

(d)  Prayers to God 
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Explanation :  (A)

 � The Upanishads are a collection of religious 
texts in Hinduism. They are considered the 
most important religious texts in Hinduism 
and are the foundation of Vedanta, one 
of the six major philosophical schools of 
Hinduism. 

 � The Upanishads are late Vedic and post-
Vedic Sanskrit texts that were written 
between 800 BCE and 500 BCE. They are 
the last component of the Vedas, the sacred 
scriptures of most Hindu traditions.

 � The Upanishads are esoteric and 
philosophically oriented texts that marked 
the beginning of philosophy and mysticism 
in Indian religious history. They emphasize 
knowledge of the ultimate identity of all 
phenomena. 

 � The Upanishads are religious and 
philosophical treatises that document 
the transition from the archaic ritualism 
of the Veda into new religious ideas and 
institutions. They represent the knowledge 
of Brahman and played a key role in the 
development of spiritual ideas in ancient 
India. 

 � The Upanishads contain conversations 
between teachers and students, and the 
ideas are presented using simple dialogues.

13. Lothal is connected as excavation site of 
the civilisation of

(a)  Indus Valley Civilisation 

(b) Sumirians

(c) Mesopotamians 

(d)  Vedic Aryan 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Lothal is an excavated site of the Indus 
Valley Civilization and is the only port-
town of the civilization. The Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) discovered Lothal in 
1954 and excavated the site from 1955–
1960. 

 � Lothal is located in the Bhal region of 
Gujarat, India, and is believed to have been 
constructed around 2200 BCE.

 � The site is notable for the discovery 

of several ruins of the Indus Valley 
Civilization, including a planned township 
with a drainage system and a cylindrical 
seal with Harappan characters and an 
alligator symbol. 

 � In April 2014, Lothal was nominated as 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and its 
application is pending on the tentative list.

14. In which way Sarnath is associated with 
Lord Buddha ?

(a)  He resided there 

(b)  He was born there 

(c)  He ruled there 

(d)  He preached his first Sermon there

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sarnath is associated with Lord Buddha 
because he preached his first sermon 
there. The sermon, known as the 
Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta or the 
“Turning of the Wheel of Dharma”, 
took place shortly after Buddha attained 
enlightenment. 

 � Sarnath is an ancient Buddhist site in 
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. The Sarnath 
Buddhist Temple is a large complex with 
a museum, shrines, and an archaeological 
excavation. 

15. Which of the following is the most 
important cause for the decline of 
Buddhism after Ashoka?

(a)  Non patronage by the kings 

(b)  Condemnation of animal sacrifices 

(c)  Growth of licentious practices in 
Buddhist centers 

(d)  Allegiance to the middle path 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The most important cause for the decline 
of Buddhism after Ashoka was the lack of 
royal patronage. 

 � Buddhism’s royal sponsorship dwindled 
over time. After Ashoka, Kaniska, and 
Harsavardhan, no notable kings supported 
Buddhism. The growth of any faith is aided 
by royal sponsorship. 
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 � The decline of Buddhism in the Indian 
subcontinent was a gradual process that 
ended around the 12th century.

Other causes for the decline of Buddhism 
include:

Decline of Buddhist Sanghas:

1.  Due to corruption and luxury-
oriented monks

2.  Revival and reform of Vedic 
Brahmanism

3.  Emergence of multiple sects in 
Buddhism

4.  Use of Sanskrit by later Buddhist 
monks

5.  Language : Most Kings and
 � Poets wrote in Classical Sanskrit language, 

which is the language of Brahman’s, and 
language like Pali was totally left ignored

16. Which of the following is not related to 
the Gandhara School of Art ?

(a)  Ellora 

(b)  Ajanta 

(c)  Khajuraho 

(d)  Elephanta 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Khajuraho is not related to the Gandhara 
School of Art. 

 � The Gandhara art style is known for its 
first human representations of the Buddha. 
It is primarily Mahayana and has Greco-
Roman influences. The Ellora, Ajanta, and 
Elephanta caves all have influences from 
the Gandhara school of art.

The Ellora Caves :

 � These are a multi-religious rock-cut cave 
complex in the Aurangabad District of 
Maharashtra, India. The caves are located 
in the Charanandri hills, about 1,500 years 
ago, during the Rashtrakuta dynasty.  The 
caves contain 243 caves with inscriptions 
dating from the 6th century CE onwards.

 � They showcase the spirit of tolerance 

and religious tolerance through the 
architectural activities carried out by the 
followers of three prominent religions: 
Buddhism, Brahmanism, and Jainism. The 
caves are maintained by the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) and were declared a 
World Heritage Site in 1983.

The Ajanta Caves :

 � These are a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in the Aurangabad district of Maharashtra, 
India. They are a collection of 29 rock-cut 
Buddhist cave monuments dating from the 
2nd century BCE to about 480 CE. 

The caves are a prime example

 � of Buddhist rock-cut architecture, and 
feature art, architecture, paintings, and 
socio-cultural, religious, and political 
history. The caves are cut into a horse-
shoe shaped bend of rock surface, nearly 
76 meters in height, overlooking a narrow 
stream called Waghora. The caves were 
discovered in 1819 by British soldiers and 
have influenced many artists and styles.

The Elephanta Caves :

 � These are a collection of 7 rock-cut cave 
temples on Elephanta Island in Mumbai 
Harbor, India. The caves were built between 
the 5th and 6th centuries AD by the 
Rashtrakuta rulers. The caves are mainly 
dedicated to the Hindu god Shiva and 
feature images from Hindu mythology. The 
caves are a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
and are considered one of the most perfect 
examples of Indian art.

17. Which of the following was the most 
important characteristic of Kanishka’s 
rule ?

(a)  Expansion of Buddhism outside India 

(b)  Re-emergence of Jainism 

(c) Fourth Buddhist Council at Srinagar 

(d)  Gandhara School of Art 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The most important characteristic of 
Kanishka’s rule was the Fourth Buddhist 
Council at Srinagar. 
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 � The Kushan period saw a resurgence of 
Buddhism in Kashmir, especially during 
the reign of Kanishka. Kanishka was a 
convert to Buddhism and a great patron 
of the religion. In 72 AD, he sponsored the 
Fourth Buddhist Council at Kundalvana, 
Kashmir.

 � The council refined the teachings of 
Mahayana Buddhism and divided 
Buddhism into two sects: 
1) Mahayana and  2) Hinayana. 

 � Kanishka was also a patron of art and 
architecture. His coins feature a mix of 
Indian, Greek, and Zoroastrian deities.

The Gandhara School of Art :

 � It is a style of Buddhist art that developed 
in the Gandhara region between the 1st 
century BCE and the 7th century CE. The 
region is now located in northwestern 
Pakistan and eastern Afghanistan. 

 � The Gandhara School of Art is also known 
as the Indo-Greek art because of its heavy 
influence of Greek or Hellenistic sculpture. 
It is a unique blending of Indian, Greek, and 
Roman art styles. The main characteristics 
of the Gandhara School of Art are the 
realistic depictions of humans and animals, 
as well as the use of color.

 � The Gandhara School of Art flourished 
primarily in Afghanistan and present-
day North-Western India. Some of the 
most prominent locations include Taxila, 
Peshawar, Begram, and Bamiyan. 

 � The Bamiyan Buddha represents the 
Gandhara School of art. The Bamiyan 
valley, 230 km northwest of Kabul separates 
the Hindu Kush from the Koh-i-Baba 
mountains.

18. Saka era commenced from

(a)  78 AD 

(b)  120 AD 

(c) 1000 AD 

(d)  1953 AD 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Saka era, also known as the Salivāhana 
era, began in 78 AD.

 � The era is used in India, Indochina, and 
Indonesia, and is also used by the Indian 
government alongside the Gregorian 
calendar. 

 � The Saka era may have been started by 
the Shakas to commemorate Kanishka’s 
accession to the throne in 78 AD. Kanishka 
was the emperor of the Kushan dynasty 
in the second century, and is known 
for his military, political, and spiritual 
achievements. 

 � The Saka era was adopted as the era of 
the Indian national calendar in 1957.  The 
official Shaka calendar year is tied to the 
Gregorian date of March 22 every year, 
except in Gregorian leap years when it 
starts on March 21. 

The months of the Saka calendar are:

 � Chaitra, Vaishakha, Jyeshtha, Ashadha, 
Shravana, Bhadra, Ashwin, Kartika, 
Agrahayana, Pausha, Magha, Phalguna.

1981

19. Earliest Indian coins belonged to which 
peroid? 

(a)  5th century B.C 

(b)  Ashok’s reign 

(c)  1st century A.D 

(c) 3rd century A.D 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The earliest Indian coins were minted 
around the 5th century BC. These coins 
were made of copper and silver, and were 
issued by imperial dynasties and middle 
kingdoms. The earliest coins were called 
punch-marked coins, and were first used in 
eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

 � The first coins were globules of electrum, 
a naturally occurring alloy of gold and 
silver. These coins were crude, but had a 
definite weight and were stamped with 
incuse punches. They were issued by local 
authorities around 650 BC. 
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 � The Saurashtra Janapada coins, which date 
from 450 to 300 BCE, are considered to 
be the earliest die-struck figurative coins 
from ancient India. These coins are also 
thought to be the earliest source of Hindu 
representational forms.

20. Meghasthenes visited the court of

(a)  Ashoka 

(b)  Harsh 

(c)  Chandragupta Maurya 

(d)  Vikramaditya 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Megasthenes, a Greek ambassador, visited 
the court of Chandragupta Maurya. 
Megasthenes was sent to the Mauryan 
court by Seleucus I Nicator, the founder of 
the Maurya Empire. 

 � Megasthenes visited Pataliputra during 
the reign of Chandragupta Maurya. He 
was impressed by the kingdom’s size, the 
Mauryan palaces, and Chandragupta’s 
administration. Megasthenes’ book Indika 
describes the Mauryan reign and was 
introduced to the West.
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21. Lothal is ..... 

(a)  A closed water system 

(b)  A poisonous gas 

(c) A place in gujrat where excavations 
have established a like with the Indus 
Valley civilisation 

(d)  Legal action taken against defectors

Explanation :  (C)

 � Lothal is a place in Gujarat where 
excavations have established a link with the 
Indus Valley civilization. 

 � Lothal is one of the southernmost sites of 
the Indus Valley civilization, located in 
the Bhāl region of what is now the state of 
Gujarat. The port city is believed to have 
been built in 2,200 BC.

 � Lothal was discovered in 1954 and 
excavations have revealed the world’s 

oldest known artificial dock. The dock 
was connected to an old course of the 
Sabarmati River. Other features include the 
acropolis, the lower town, the bead factory, 
the warehouses, and the drainage system. 

 � Lothal is a metropolis with an upper and 
a lower town. On its northern side is a 
basin with a vertical wall, inlet and outlet 
channels which has been identified as a 
tidal dockyard. 

 � The people of Lothal made significant 
contributions to human civilization in the 
Indus era, in city planning, art, architecture, 
science, pottery, etc. 

22. Out of the following the oldest dynasty is 

(a)  Mauryas 

(b)  Nandas 

(c)  Pallavas 

(d)  Guptas

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Nanda dynasty is the oldest family that 
ruled Magadha in northern India between 
343 and 321 BCE.

The Mauryan Empire :

 � It was a historical power in South Asia 
that existed from 322–185 BCE. It was the 
first pan-Indian empire, covering most of 
India and parts of modern-day Iran. The 
empire’s capital was Pataliputra and it was 
centralized by the conquest of the Indo-
Gangetic Plain. 

The Mauryan Empire had three famous 
rulers:

1.  Chandragupta Maurya: (324/321- 
297 B.C.)

2.  Bindusara: (297 - 272 B.C.)

3.  Asoka: (268 - 232 B.C.) 
 � Chandragupta Maurya, an orphaned boy 

from a humble family, is credited with 
being the master strategist behind the rise 
of the Mauryan Empire. He defeated the 
remaining Macedonian satrapies in the 
northwest of the Indian subcontinent by 
317 BCE. He also defeated an invasion led 
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by Seleucus I, a Macedonian general from 
Alexander’s army, and gained additional 
territory west of the Indus River. 

 � The Mauryan Empire declined in 185 
B.C. when the last king, Brihadratha, was 
killed by his own commander-in-chief, 
Pushyamitra. Pushyamitra later established 
the Shunga dynasty and mostly ruled in the 
central part of India.

The Nanda dynasty :

 � It ruled Magadha in northern India from 
around 343 to 321 BCE. The dynasty is 
known for its well-organized administration 
and large armies. However, the Nandas also 
imposed high taxes to collect more wealth, 
which led to dislike for them amongst the 
masses.

Here are some details about the Nanda 
dynasty:

1.  The Nanda dynasty was the fifth ruling 
dynasty of Magadha in northern India 
during the fourth century BCE.

2.  The Nanda dynasty began in 385 BC 
with the coronation of Mahapadma 
Nanda in the capital of Pataliputra.

3.  The Nandas overthrew the 
Shaishunaga dynasty, and expanded 
the empire to include a larger part of 
northern India.

4.  The Nandas are prominent in 
Indian history because of their well-
organized administrative structure.

5.  The Nanda monarchs collected taxes 
systematically and prioritized them.

6.  The Nandas are portrayed as extremely 
rich and as ruthless collectors of 
various kinds of taxes.

7.  In Alexander’s period, Nanda military 
robustness was estimated at 20,000 
Horse Guards, 200,000 infantry, 
2,000 quadriga (chariots), and 3,000 
elephants.

8.  The final Nanda ruler was 
Dhanananda.

9.  When the forces of Chandragupta 
besieged Pataliputra in around 20 B.C, 
the army of Nandas got overpowered.

Pallava Dynasty :

 � Simhavishnu is considered the founder 
of the Pallava dynasty, which ruled from 
275–897 CE. Simhavishnu’s reign began in 
the 6th century CE, and many later rulers 
traced their lineage back to him. 

 � Simhavishnu was a successful conqueror 
and administrator who established 
his capital at Kanchi, also known as 
Kanchipuram. He was also known as 
Avanisimha, son of Simhavarman III. 

 � The Pallava dynasty ruled the southern 
regions of India. They made significant 
contributions to religion, philosophy, art, 
and coins. Many Pallava royal inscriptions 
were in Sanskrit or Prakrit, which were 
considered the official languages. 

23. Saka era wa introduced by 

(a) Ashoka  

(b)  Kanishka 

(c)  Chandragupta Maurya 

(d)  Harsha Vardhan

Explanation :  (B)

 � Kanishka, the emperor of the Kushan 
Dynasty, is believed to have started the 
Saka era in 78 AD. The Saka era is still used 
in parts of India and Pakistan, and is also 
used by the Indian government calendar. 

 � The Saka era marked the beginning of 
the Saka Samvat, a Hindu calendar that 
was introduced as the “Indian National 
Calendar” in 1957.

 � The Saka calendar is a lunisolar calendar, 
which means it considers both the phases 
of the moon and the solar year. It is used 
alongside the Gregorian calendar by The 
Gazette of India and in news broadcasts by 
All India Radio. 

24. The script of Indus Valley civilisation was

(a)  Persian 

(b)  Dravidian 
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(c)  Sanskrit 

(d) Undeciphered 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The script of the Indus Valley Civilization is 
undeciphered. The Indus Valley Civilization 
was a Bronze Age civilization that lasted 
from 3300 BC to 1300 BC. The Indus script 
is the earliest form of writing known in the 
Indian subcontinent. 

 � The Indus script is a right-to-left script that 
may date back to 3500–1900 BCE. Some 
say the script is pictorial, alphabetic, and 
phonetic. Others believe the script is made 
up of 400 signs, with 39 being elementary 
signs and the rest being variations. 

 � Some scholars believe the Indus script 
is related to the Dravidian or Elamo-
Dravidian language family. Speakers of 
Hindi, Bengali, and other Neo-Indo-Aryan 
languages have also interpreted the Indus 
texts as Sanskrit. 

 � Despite being undeciphered, the Indus 
script is important because it is the only 
evidence that the Indus Valley civilization 
existed.
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25. Which of the following statements is not 
correct about Nalanda University ? 

(a)  It was an ancient Buddhist learning 
centre 

(b)  A Chinese Hiuen Tsang studied here 

(c) We came to know about it only 
through the writing of Chinese 
pilgrims 

(d)  It was mainly responsible for 
spreading Buddhism to China, Japan 
and south East asia 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The statement that is not correct about 
Nalanda University is “We came to know 
about it only through the writing of Chinese 
pilgrims”. 

 � Nalanda University was a large Buddhist 
monastery and center of learning from 5th 
century CE to 1200 CE. It was a residential 

university with 2,000 teachers and 10,000 
students. Students from all over Asia, 
including China, Persia, Japan, Korea, Sri 
Lanka, Turkey, and Greater India, came to 
study at Nalanda. 

 � The university was founded by      
Kumaragupta I, son of Chandragupta II. 
His successors later expanded the university 
by building additional monasteries and 
temples.

26. The philosophical systems of the Hindus 
were propounded and properly codified 
in the 

(a)  Vedic age 

(b)  Maurya age 

(c)  Kanishka age 

(d)  Gupta age 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Vedic age, which lasted from 1500 
BCE to 500 BCE, is when the philosophical 
systems of the Hindus were propounded 
and codified. 

 � The Vedic age is a period in Indian history 
when the Vedas were composed, which are 
the oldest sacred texts of Hinduism.

 � The Vedas are liturgical texts that form 
the basis of the Brahmanical ideology. 
The Vedas are the earliest philosophical 
texts in India and include the Rigveda, 
the Samaveda, the Yajurveda, and the 
Atharvaveda. 

Hindu philosophy includes six systems:

1. Sankhya, 

2. Yoga, 

3. Nyaya, 

4. Vaisheshika, 

5. Mimamsa, 

6. Vedanta. 
 � Most of these schools of thought believe in 

the theory of Karma and rebirth.

The Maurya Empire :

 � It was a dynasty in ancient India that 
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lasted from 322–185 BCE. It was the 
first pan-Indian empire, covering most 
of the Indian region, including parts of 
modern-day Iran. The Maurya Empire 
was one of the most powerful empires in 
the Indian subcontinent’s history, and this 
era was marked by high levels of cultural 
development and economic prosperity.

The Maurya Empire had three famous 
rulers:

1.  Chandragupta Maurya: (324/321–
297 B.C.)

2.  Bindusara: (297–272 B.C.)

3.  Asoka: (268–232 B.C.)
 � The Maurya Empire was succeeded by the 

Sunga Dynasty, which was established by 
Pushyamitra Sunga in 185 BC.

27. The following were famous scholars in 
anciant India 

1.  Ashvaghosh 

2.  Nagarjuna 

3.  Vasumitra 

4.  Buddhaghosa

Which of them was/were contemporary 
of kanishka?

(a)  1, 2, 3, 4 

(b)  1, 3 and 4

(c)  1 and 2 only 

(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

Ashvaghosha (80–150 CE) :

 � He was a Buddhist philosopher, poet, 
dramatist, musician, and orator from 
India. He is considered the first Sanskrit 
dramatist and the greatest Indian poet 
before Kālidāsa. He is also credited with 
popularizing the kavya style of Sanskrit 
poetry. 

 � Ashvaghosha was born in Saketa, which is 
now known as Ayodhya. He was a Brahmin 
who later converted to Buddhism. His work 

is said to rival the contemporary Ramayana, 
and he wrote in Classical Sanskrit, unlike 
much of the Buddhist literature before him.

Nagarjuna :

 � He was a contemporary of Satavahana 
king Gautmiputra and the author of the 
fundamental text of the Brahminical 
Logicians, Gautama Aksapada. He was 
also a contemporary of Kanishka, and 
is considered one of the most important 
figures in the development of Mahayana 
Buddhist philosophy. 

 � Nagarjuna is known as the “Einstein of 
India” because he promoted the Sunyavada 
theory, which is similar to Einstein’s theory 
of relativity. 

 � Nagarjuna was a Buddhist monk who lived 
between 150 and 250 CE, most likely in 
southern India. He was born into an upper-
caste Brahmin family, most likely in the 
southern Andhra area of India. 

 � Nagarjuna was also a contemporary of 
Asvaghosha and Vasumitra, who were also 
scholars in the court of Kanishka.

Vasumitra :

 � He was a Buddhist monk and philosopher 
who lived in the 2nd century CE. He was 
a member of the Sarvastivada school and 
presided over the 4th Buddhist council 
in Kashmir. Vasumitra is credited with 
contributing to the Mahavibhasa, a classic 
Buddhist text and encyclopedia

 � of Buddhist philosophy.
 � Vasumitra is also known for his theory that 

temporal predicates are determined by the 
function of a dharma.

Buddhaghosa :

 � He was a 5th-century Buddhist scholar, 
philosopher, and commentator from 
India. He worked at the Great Monastery 
in Anurādhapura, Sri Lanka, and was a 
member of the Theravada school.

 � Buddhaghosa’s name means “voice 
of Buddha”. He is known for his 
Visuddhimagga, which means “The Path of 
Purification”. 
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 � Buddhaghosa is a paradigmatic saint-
scholar in the Sri Lankan Theravāda-
Mahavihara tradition. He is considered one 
of the most important commentators of the 
Theravada.

28. Ancient indian art and architecture 
reached its zenith during the period of 

(a)  Rajputs 

(b)  Mauryas 

(c)  Guptas 

(d) None of these

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Gupta Empire (320–550 CE) is 
considered a golden age for ancient Indian 
art and architecture. The Gupta period saw 
many achievements in the arts, including 
the construction of many temples.

 � The temples at Deogarh, Sanchi, and 
Bhittargaon are famous examples. The 29 
cave temples at Ajanta and Bagh were also 
built during this period. 

 � The Gupta period is also known as the 
“Golden Period of Indian Architecture”. 
The later Gupta rulers, who were Hindus, 
sponsored the construction of many 
temples. 

 � The Maurya and Gupta periods are also 
considered to have seen the peak of Indian 
architecture. The stone pillar erected by 
Emperor Ashoka is an example of Indian 
sculpture.

 � The stupa at Sanchi and cave sculptures at 
Karla, Nashik, Ajanta, and Ellora are other 
examples.
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29. Major differance between “varna” and 
“Jati” is that 

(a)  Jatis are limited whereas varnas are 
unlimited 

(b)  Jatis are only four whereas varnas are 
many 

(c)  Varnas are only four whreas Jatis are 
many 

(d)  Jatis is decided by birth but not Varna

Explanation :  (C)

 � The main difference between “varna” and 
“jati” is that “varna” is based on occupation, 
while “jati” is based on birth. 

 � “Varna” comes from the word “Vri”, which 
means “the choice of one’s occupation”. 
“Varna” is a division of society based 
on occupation. In Hinduism, society is 
traditionally divided into four classes or 
castes, called “varnas”. 

 � “Jati” comes from the word “Jana”, which 
means “taking birth”. “Jati” is a division 
based on birth units of Hindu society. 
There are only four “varnas” but there are 
thousands of “jatis”. 

30. Rigved the oldest of the vedas chiefly 
contains 

(a)  Collection of hymns to gods 

(b)  Methods of vedic yaganas 

(c) Ealry Artan culture

(d)  Origin and works of Hindus gods 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Rigveda is the oldest of the four Vedas 
and is a collection of hymns and prayers. It 
contains 10 mandalas and 1,028 hymns.

 � The hymns are in the form of dialogues and 
are chanted in various rituals. The hymns 
are in praise of various gods and goddesses, 
such as the god of fire, god of rain, and 
Lord Vishnu. 

 � The Rigveda is one of the most important 
texts of the Hindu tradition. It is composed 
of the Samhita, Brahmanas, Aranyakas, 
and Upanishads. The Rigveda Samhita is 
the core text and is a collection of 10 books 
with 1,028 hymns in about 10,600 verses. 

 � The Rigveda is the oldest known Vedic 
Sanskrit text, with its early layers among the 
oldest extant texts in any Indo-European 
language. The sounds and texts of the 
Rigveda have been orally transmitted since 
the 2nd millennium BCE.
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31. Which of the following presents the 
most significiant features of Indus Valley 
Civilisation? 

(a) Buildings with perfect arches 

(b)  Use of burnt mud bricks 

(c)  Use of sun dried mud bricks 

(c)  None of these 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The most significant feature of the Indus 
Valley Civilization is the use of burnt brick 
buildings.

 � The Indus Valley Civilization, also known 
as the Harappan Civilization, is credited 
with pioneering the use of fired bricks in 
construction.

 � The bricks were uniformly sized and shaped, 
which allowed for precise construction. The 
Great Bath at Mohenjo-Daro is an example 
of brick architecture. 

Other significant features of the Indus 
Valley Civilization include:

1.  Systematic town planning

2.  Underground drainage system

3.  Fortified citadel

4.  Personal cleanliness

5.  Ceramics

6.  Casting

7.  Forging of metals

8.  Manufacturing of cotton and woolen 
textiles 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization flourished 
around 2500 BC in Pakistan and Western 
India.

32. Ajanta paintings depict

(a) Ramayana 

(b)  Mahabharata 

(c)  Jatakas 

(d) Panchatantra 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The paintings in the Ajanta caves in 
Maharashtra, India depict the Jataka tales. 
The Jataka tales are Buddhist legends that 
tell the stories of the Buddha’s previous 
lives.

 � The paintings also depict other incidents 
from the Buddha’s life, as well as 
contemporary events and social life. 

 � These narratives include stories of the 
Buddha taking birth in both human and 
animal forms. The fables also contain 
ancient morals and cultural lores that are 
also found in Hindu and Jain texts.

The Ramayana :

 � It is a sacred Hindu epic that tells the story 
of Rama, an incarnation of the god Vishnu. 
It is one of the two important epics of 
Hinduism, along with the Mahabharata.

 � The Ramayana is a popular epic in South 
and Southeast Asia, and is told and retold 
in many ways, including: Orally, Literature, 
Comic books, Plays, Movies. 

 � The Ramayana is composed in Sanskrit, 
probably not before 300 BCE, by the poet 
Valmiki. In its present form, it consists of 
some 24,000 couplets divided into seven 
books. 

 � The story takes place in the city of Ayodhya, 
the capital of Kosala. It tells the story of 
King Rama, who must save his kidnapped 
wife, Sita. The story begins with the king, 
Dasaratha, growing older and noticing 
omens that suggest his end is near. He 
decides to step down and make his son 
Rama king.

The Mahabharata :

 � It is a Sanskrit epic poem and sacred text 
for Hindus. It is one of two major Smriti 
texts and Sanskrit epics of ancient India, 
the other being the Ramayana. The title 
translates to “Great Epic of the Bharata 
Dynasty”.

 � The Mahabharata is about the struggle 
between two groups of cousins, the 
Pandavas and the Kauravas, to gain 
supreme power and rule the kingdom.
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The story revolves around the following 
themes:

1.  Dharma: Believing in one’s sacred 
duty

2.  Right actions: Taking actions to 
follow the right path of dharma

3.  Eliminating evil: Eliminating evil 
actions from one’s life

The Panchatantra :

 � It is a collection of 84 animal fables and 
stories written in Sanskrit verse and prose. 
The stories are arranged within a frame 
story, meaning each tale contributes to 
a larger narrative. The Panchatantra is 
thought to have been written by Vishnu 
Sharma over 2,500 years ago. The surviving 
work is dated to around 200 BCE, but the 
fables are likely much older.

33. Indus Valley Civilisation was spread over

(a)  Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab and 
Rajasthan 

(b)  Sind,Punjab and Kashmir 

(c) Afghanistan, Sind, Punjab, Rajasthan,  
Gujarat and Kashmir 

(d) None of these 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Indus Valley Civilization was 
spread over Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab, 
and Rajasthan. It also extended from 
northeastern Afghanistan in the north 
to Gujarat state in the south, and from 
Balochistan in the west to western Uttar 
Pradesh in the east. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization is considered 
one of the three most ancient civilizations, 
and its geographical extent was the most 
extensive of the three.

 � The largest number of sites from this 
civilization are in the Punjab region, 
Gujarat, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir states, Sindh, 
and Balochistan. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization’s two great 
cities, Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, 

emerged around 2600 BCE along the 
Indus River Valley in the Sindh and Punjab 
provinces of Pakistan.

 � Excavations of Mohen-Jo-Daro have 
provided insight into the city life of this 
civilization, which has been described as 
having a distinct identity and culture.

34. What was the main feature of Maurya 
dyanasty in India?  

(a)  Education was widespread 

(b) Terrorists were driven out of Sind and 
Punjab 

(c) Removel of land tax for the first time 

(d)  Deccentralisation of administration 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The main feature of the Maurya dynasty 
in India was the decentralization of its 
administration. The Mauryan government 
was highly centralized, with the emperor 
as the supreme power and source of all 
authority.

 � However, the emperor was not a 
complete autocrat, and his authority was 
assisted by a Council of Ministers called 
“Mantriparishad”.

 � The empire also had a powerful military, 
a single currency, and a network of 
regional governors and administrators. The 
Maurya Empire was founded in 322 BC by 
Chandragupta Maurya.

 � The empire’s borders extended from the 
Hindukush mountains to the Great Indian 
Desert, Gujarat, the Indus and the Ganges 
valley, and more.

 � The empire also had a civil service to 
provide justice and security for merchants, 
farmers, and traders.

35. Main preachings of Buddha were in 
regard to 

(a)  Right faith and conduct 

(b)  Love of god 

(c)  Practice of rituals 

(d)  Idol worship
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Explanation :  (A)

 � Buddha’s teachings are known as “dharma”. 
They emphasize the importance of moral 
conduct, which includes: Right speech, 
Right action, Right livelihood. 

 � Buddha’s teachings are guided by principles 
of compassion, respect, and consideration 
for others. 

Buddha’s moral code, or precepts, 
include:

1.  Not taking the life of anything living

2.  Not taking anything not freely given

3.  Abstaining from sexual misconduct 
and sensual overindulgence

4.  Refraining from untrue speech

5.  Avoiding intoxication
•	 Buddha’s teachings also include: Loving, 

kindness, Compassion, Appreciative joy, 
Equanimity. 

 � Buddha deemphasized Brahmanical 
rituals by making karma an ethical act and 
focusing on intention. He also discouraged 
idol worship, saying that people go to 
refuge to the mountain, to the trees, to 
the pagodas and they pay homage to these 
things because of fear and threatened with 
fear.

The Eightfold Path is a set of teachings in 
Buddhism that include:

 � Right View, Right Speech, Right Intention, 
Right Concentration, Right Mindfulness, 
Right Efforts, Right Action, Right 
Livelihood. 

 � To attain enlightenment and escape 
suffering, one must practice these habits.

1985

36. Gautam buddha attained Nirvan at 

(a)  Bodh Gaya 

(b)  Sarnath 

(c)  Kushi Nagar 

(d) Lumbini 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Buddha attained Nirvana under a peepal 
tree at Bodh Gaya. He also attained 
Mahaparinirvana in Kushinagar, which is 
in present-day Uttar Pradesh.

 � Mahaparinirvana is the ultimate state of 
Nirvana, which is everlasting, highest 
peace, and happiness. Kushinagar is the 
final resting place of Gautam Buddha.

Sarnath :

 � Gautama Buddha delivered his first sermon 
at Sarnath, a village near the city of Benares 
in Uttar Pradesh, India. The event is known 
as Dharma-Chakra-Pravartana, which 
translates to “turning of the wheel of law”. 

 � Sarnath is located 10 kilometers northeast 
of Varanasi, near the confluence of the 
Ganges and Varuna rivers. The deer park 
in Sarnath is where the Buddha first taught 
the Dhamma. The park is still there today. 

 � Sarnath is one of the four places of 
pilgrimage for Buddhists and an important 
religious place for Jainism.

Lumbini :

 � It is a sacred area in the Terai plains of 
southern Nepal. It is the birthplace of the 
Buddha, according to Buddhist tradition, 
in 623 B.C.

The site includes:

1.  Shakya Tank

2.  Maya Devi Temple

3.  Inscription on the pillar erected by 
the Mauryan Emperor Asoka 

 � The inscription on the pillar, which is 
in Brahmi, gives evidence that Ashoka, 
emperor of the Maurya Empire, visited the 
place in 3rd-century BCE and identified it 
as the birth-place of the Buddha.

Kushinagar :

 � It is a town in the Kushinagar district in 
Uttar Pradesh, India. Located 53 kilometres 
(33 miles) east of Gorakhpur on National 
Highway 27, Kushinagar is an important 
and popular Buddhist pilgrimage site, 
where Buddhists believe Gautama Buddha 
attained parinirvana.
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37. Which of the following statements is 
incorrect ?   

(a)  Chandragupta Vikramaditya killed 
the saka

(b) Samudragupta is known as indian 
Napolean 

(c)  Skandagupta defeated Huns 

(d)  Kumaragupta restord the 
embankment of Sundarsana Lake

Explanation :  (A)

 � The incorrect statement is “Chandragupta 
Vikramaditya killed the Saka”. 

 � Chandragupta II, also known as 
Vikramaditya, was the third ruler of the 
Gupta Empire in India. He defeated the 
Sakas, who were Iranian by origin, and 
assumed the title of Sakari, which means 
“destroyer of the Sakas”. He also annexed 
three Satrapa kingdoms and conquered 
the territories of Malwa, Gujarat, and 
Kathiawar. 

 � Chandragupta II was also the first Gupta 
ruler to issue silver coins called Rupaka. 
He was known as an ideal king for his 
generosity, courage, and patronage to 
scholars.

38. Which of the following can be regarded 
as the chief contribution of Buddhism to 
India? 

(a)  Art and literature 

(b)  Architecture 

(c)  Ahimsa and sell purification 

(d)  Rituals

Explanation :  (C)

 � Buddhism’s chief contribution to India is 
the concept of ahimsa, which later became 
a cherished value of the nation. Ahimsa is a 
Sanskrit word that means “noninjury”.

 � Buddhism also contributed to India’s art 
and architecture, including the stupas at 
Sanchi, Bharhut, and Gaya. 

 � Buddhism also promoted a sense of national 
feeling among Indians. It emphasized 
virtues like charity, purity, compassion, 

self-sacrifice, and truthfulness. 
 � Buddhism’s architecture developed in the 

Indian subcontinent in the third century 
BCE. The three main elements of Buddhist 
architecture are stupas, chaityas, and 
viharas.

 � Buddhism rejects the caste system and 
the religious authority of the Brahmins. 
Buddhism believes that all people are 
created equal, and that caste is not a 
punishment for deeds committed in a past 
life. 

 � Buddhism also rejects the formal rituals of 
Hinduism. It challenges Hindu traditions 
by not being interested in abstract 
speculation about the creation of the world 
or the existence of gods. 

 � Buddhism’s inclusiveness and humanism 
has always stood in contrast to Brahmanical 
practices of birth-based segregation and 
bodily violence. 

 � Buddhism and Hinduism agree on karma, 
dharma, moksha, and reincarnation. 

39. Match the columns :  

A.Upanishads 1.  World’s oldest 
scriptures 

B. Samveda 2.  Magical chants 
C.Rigveda 3.  M y s t e r i o u s 

doctrine 
D.Atharvaveda 4.  Ritual 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below :

A B C D 

(a)  4 3 2 1 

(b)  3 4 2 1 

(c)  1 2 3 4 

(d)  4 2 3 1 

Explanation :  (B)

The Upanishads :

 � They are a collection of religious and 
philosophical texts in Hinduism. They are 
considered the most important religious 
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texts in Hinduism and are the fundamental 
texts of Vedanta, one of the six major 
philosophical schools of Hinduism. 

 � The Upanishads were written between 800 
BCE and 500 BCE.

 � They are late Vedic and post-Vedic Sanskrit 
texts that document the transition from 
the archaic ritualism of the Veda into 
new religious ideas and institutions. The 
Upanishads establish and explain the 
religion’s essential doctrines, also known 
as Sanatan Dharma, which means “Eternal 
Order” or “Eternal Path”. 

 � The Upanishads are revered in Hinduism 
and played a key role in the development 
of spiritual ideas in ancient India. The 
Upanishad texts contained conversations 
between teachers and students, and 
the ideas were presented using simple 
dialogues. 

•	 There are between 180-200 Upanishads, 
but the best known are the 13 which are 
embedded in the four Vedas: Rig Veda, 
Sama Veda, Yajur Veda, Atharva Veda. 

Some of the Upanishads include:

 � Brhadaranyaka Upanishad, Chandogya 
Upanishad, Taittiriya Upanishad, Aitereya 
Upanishad, Kausitaki Upanishad, Kena 
Upanishad, Katha Upanishad, Isha 
Upanishad, Svetasvatara Upanishad, 
Mundaka Upanishad.

The four Vedas are:

 » Rig Veda : Contains hymns about my-
thology

 » Sama Veda : Contains hymns about re-
ligious rituals

 » Yajur Veda : Contains instructions for 
religious rituals

 » Atharva Veda : Contains spells against 
enemies, sorcerers, and diseases 

 � The Vedas are written in Sanskrit, an ancient 
Indo-Aryan language, and their verses are 
composed in a poetic and rhythmic style.

Each Veda has four key parts:

1.  Samhita: Poetry that is recited

2.  Brahmana: Manuals on various ritu-
als and the ways to perform them

3.  Aranyaka: Significance of various rit-
uals and rules for students

4.  Upanishads: Abstract, higher order 
philosophy 

 � The Sama Veda is also known as the “Veda 
of chants” and is believed to have been 
compiled around 1200 or 1000 BCE. It is 
the shortest and most closely connected 
to the Rig Veda. The Sama Veda contains 
a collection of melodies and chants, and is 
not recited or read but sung.

40. Which of the following was not known to 
Indus Valley people ?  

(a)  Silver 

(b)  Copper 

(c) Iron 

(d)  Bronze 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Iron was not known to the Indus Valley 
people. The Indus Valley Civilization, 
also known as the Harappan Civilization, 
existed from 3300–1300 BCE. This was 
before the Iron Age, and the Indus Valley 
people were unaware of iron. 

 � The Indus Valley people were aware of 
other metals, including gold, silver, copper, 
bronze, and tin. They manufactured objects 
from gold and silver, and made heavy use 
of silver.

41. Match the columns :  

A. Amarnath 1. Buddhist caves 
B. Rock cut 
     tempels 

2. Jain saint 

C. Ajanta 3. Hindu shrine 
D. Bahubali 4. Mahabalipuram 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below :



PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ANCIENT HISTORY

Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official21Download 
Our App

A B C D 

(a)  3 4 2 1 

(b)  4 3 1 2 

(c)  3 4 1 2 

(d) 4 3 2 1 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Amaranth cave is a Hindu shrine located 
in Jammu and Kashmir, India. The cave is 
situated at an altitude of 3,888 m.

 � A rock cut temple is carved from a large 
rock and excavated and cut to imitate a 
wooden or masonry temple with wall 
decorations and works of art. Pancha 
Rathas is an example of monolith Indian 
rock cut architecture dating from the late 
7th century located at Mahabalipuram, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

 � The Ajanta Caves are 30 rock-cut Buddhist 
cave monuments which date from the 
2nd century BCE to about 480 CE in 
Aurangabad.

 � Bahubali a much revered figure among 
Jains was the son of Rishabhanatha, the first 
tirthankara of Jainism, and the younger 
brother of Bharata Chakravartin.

1986

42. Lineage is ........   

(a)  A straigth line joining any two points 
on the globe 

(b) The line of descendannts of a 
particular ancestor 

(c)  The paleolithic age 

(d)  The linking of genes 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lineage is the line of descendants from a 
particular ancestor. For example, a sequence 
of myself, my father, and my grandfather is 
a lineage.

43. Which of the following is a characteristic 
feature of the Induse Valley Civilisation ?  

(a)  Their chif deities were Mother 
Goddess and shiva 

(b)  They worshipped bulls 

(c)  They had all amenities of a developed 
city life 

(d)  They did not know of iron 

Explanation :  (C)

The Indus Valley Civilization, also known 
as the Harappan Civilization, had many 
characteristic features:

1.  Drainage system: The Indus Valley 
Civilization had a closed drainage 
system with each house having its 
own drainage and soak pit.

2.  Baked brick houses: The Indus Valley 
Civilization used baked bricks of 
equal size.

3.  Urban centers: The Indus Valley 
Civilization developed urban centers.

4.  Religion: The Indus Valley 
Civilization had a polytheistic religion 
that included worship of the Mother 
Goddess, a male deity, and animals.

5.  Trade: The Indus Valley Civilization 
traded with other civilizations.

•	 Other features: The Indus Valley 
Civilization also had:

 � Town planning, Personal cleanliness 
Ceramics, Casting, Forging of metals, 
Manufacturing of cotton and, woolen 
textiles, New techniques of handicrafts and 
metallurgy, Graineries, Ports, Seals 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization flourished 
around 2500 BC in Pakistan and Western 
India. The climate of the Indus Valley is 
semi-arid, watered by winter rains, seasonal 
streams, and human landscaping.

44. Which of the following was the principle 
article of food of the Indus Valley people? 

(a) Fish 

(b) Palm date 

(c)  Eggs  

(d)  Wheat

Explanation :  (D)
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 � The Indus Valley people’s main food crops 
were wheat and barley. They may have 
made these into bread or cooked them into 
gruel or porridge. 

 � The Indus Valley people also fished for 
riverine, estuarine, and marine fish, as well 
as shellfish.

 � They were non-vegetarians, and evidence 
of domesticated animals is abundant. 
However, some pottery shows that they also 
used vegetable oils. A recent study found 
that the Indus Valley people preferred beef 
over other types of meat. 

 � The Indus Valley people also cultivated 
cotton and date palms. Date palms have 
been a staple food of the Middle East and 
the Indus Valley for thousands of years. 

45. Which of the following was the main 
reason of the downfall of Mauryan 
empire?  

(a) Weak sucessors of Ashoka who could 
not control the empire properly 

(b) Religious policy of  Ashoka 

(c)  Ashoka maintained friendly relations 
with his neighbours 

(d)  None of the above 

Explanation :  (A)

The Mauryan Empire declined due 
to a number of factors, including the 
weakness of Ashoka’s successors:

1. Weak successors : 

 � Ashoka’s successors were less capable and 
efficient rulers, which led to administrative 
and military weaknesses. The succession of 
rulers after Ashoka was weak and unstable, 
which led to internal conflicts, rebellions, 
and fragmentation of the empire.

2. Foreign invasions :

 � The empire was weakened by an invasion 
of the Bactrian Greeks, as well as attacks by 
other foreign powers such as the Sakas, the 
Kushanas, and the Indo-Greeks.

3. Continuous revolts ;

 � The empire experienced continuous revolts 
in different parts. The military weakness 
of the Mauryas made them incapable of 
facing foreign aggressions and of making 
the governors of the provinces responsible 
for good administration.

 � Assassination of the last Mauryan ruler 
Brihadratha, the last Mauryan ruler, 
was assassinated by his commander 
Pushyamitra Sungha. 

Other factors that contributed to the 
collapse of the Maurya Empire include:

1.  The empire’s size

2.  Provincial independence

3.  Internal insurrection

46. Gandhara School of art was developed 
during the reign of  

(a)  Ashoka 

(b)  Kanishaka 

(c)  Chandragupta 

(d)  Bindusara 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Gandhara School of Art developed 
during the reign of the Kushana emperor 
Kanishka in the first century AD. The 
school’s flourishing period was from the 
first century BCE to the fourth century CE. 

 � The Gandhara School is known for its first 
sculptural representations of the Buddha in 
human form. The school’s images are known 
for their anatomical accuracy, spatial depth, 
and foreshortening. The Buddha’s head in 
Gandhara art is very similar to the Greek 
God Apollo. 

 � The Gandhara School incorporated many 
motifs and techniques from Classical 
Roman art in its interpretation of Buddhist 
legends. The school used black stone and 
stucco extensively. Some prominent free-
standing structures include Chaityas, 
Viharas, and Stupas. 
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•	 The main centers where art pieces of 
Gandhara School have been found are: 
Jalalabad, Hadda, Bamaran, Begram, 
Taxila.

47. The ancient indian coins were introduced 
during the   

(a)  3rd century AD

(b) 3rd century BC 

(c)  Kanishka’s period 

(d) Ashokas’s reign 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Coinage of India began anywhere 
between early 1st millennium BCE to the 
6th century BCE, and consisted mainly of 
copper and silver coins in its initial stage.[1] 
The coins of this period were Karshapanas 
or Pana.

 � A variety of earliest Indian coins, however, 
unlike those circulated in West Asia, were 
stamped bars of metal, suggesting that the 
innovation of stamped currency was added 
to a pre-existing form of token currency 
which had already been present in the 
Janapadas and Mahajanapada kingdoms of 
the Early historic India.

 � The kingdoms that minted their own 
coins included Gandhara, Kuntala, Kuru, 
Magadha, Panchala, Shakya, Surasena, 
Surashtra and Vidarbha etc.

 � The tradition of Indian coinage in the 2nd 
millennium evolved with Indo Islamic rule 
in India and the British Raj in the 19th 
century.

48. Arrange the following in proper sequence 
:

1.  Vinayapitaka 

2.  Gita Govinda 

3. Raghuvamsha 

3.  Atharvaved 

The correct sequence is 

(a)  3 2 1 4   

(b) 4 3 2 1 

(c)  4 1 3 2 

(d)  2 4 3 1 

Explanation :  (C)

The Atharvaveda :

 � It is a sacred text and one of the four Vedas 
in Hinduism. It is the fourth Veda and is 
considered the “knowledge storehouse of 
atharvas”. The Atharvaveda is a collection 
of 20 books that include chants, spells, 
prayers, and hymns. It covers topics such 
as illnesses, rituals to remove anxieties and 
maladies, and prolonging life. 

 � The Atharvaveda is the oldest literary 
monument of Indian medicine and is 
believed to be the origin of Ayurveda. It 
contains a variety of medicine stages of 
evolution, from the most primitive to some 
of the most highly developed.

The Vinaya Pitaka :

 � It is the first of three parts of the Tipitaka, 
the formal name for the earliest Buddhist 
teachings. The Vinaya Pitaka translates to 
“basket of discipline”. 

•	 The Vinaya Pitaka is made up of five 
books: Pârâjika Pâli, Pâcittiya Pâli, 
Mahâvagga Pâli, Culavagga Pâli, Parivâra 
Pâli. 

The Vinaya Pitaka is a Buddhist scripture 
that contains the following:

1.  Rules of discipline for monks and 
nuns

2.  Stories about the first Buddhist monks 
and nuns

3.  An exposition of monastic rules and 
disciplinary actions

4.  How to behave with each other and 
within society 

 � The Vinaya Pitaka is one of three parts of 
the Tipitaka, along with the Sutta Pitaka 
and the Abhidhamma Pitaka.

Raghuvamsha :

 � It is a Sanskrit epic poem written by 
Kalidasa around the 5th century CE. The 
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title translates to “Dynasty of Raghu”. 
The poem is one of two great court epics 
(mahakavyas) written by Kalidasa. It is 
made up of 19 cantos and about 1,570 
verses. 

 � The poem tells the stories of the Raghu 
dynasty, including the family of Dilipa 
and his descendants. The dynasty is 
named after Raghu, a legendary king who 
protected a sacrificial horse from Indra. 
The Raghuvanshi kings include Mandhata, 
Harishchandra, Sagara, Bhagiratha, Dilīpa, 
Raghu, Aja, Dasharatha, and Rama.

Gita Govinda :

 � It is a Sanskrit poem written by the 12th 
century Hindu poet Jayadeva. It describes 
the relationship between Krishna, Radha, 
and the gopis (female cow herders) of 
Vrindavan. The poem is known for its high 
literary value and religious longing, and is 
particularly popular with followers of Lord 
Vishnu.

49. Arrange the following buddhist councils 
in a chronological order  

1.  Vaishali 

2.  Rajagraha 

3.  Patliputra 

4.  Sreenarar 

The correct scquence is

(a)  1, 4, 3, 2  

(b)  3, 2, 1, 4

(c) 4, 1, 2, 3 

(d)  2, 1, 3,4

Explanation :  (D)

1. First Buddhist Council :

 � Held in Rajagriha in Magadha (modern 
Rajgir, Bihar state, India) in 400 BC. The 
council’s goal was to recite and compile the 
teachings of the Buddha and the monastic 
discipline.

2. Second Buddhist Council :

 � Held in Vaishali, India in 383 BC. The 
council was under the patronage of King 
Kalasoka and presided over by Sabakami. 
The council settled disputes on the Vinaya 
Pitaka and code of discipline.

3. Third Buddhist Council :

 � Held in Pataliputra, India around 250 
BC. The council was under the patronage 
of King Asoka and presided over by 
Moggaliputta Tissa.

4. The Fourth Buddhist Council :

 � It was held in 72 AD at Kundalvana, 
Kashmir. The council was held under the 
patronage of Kushan king Kanishka. The 
council’s president was Vasumitra, and 
Aśvaghosa was his deputy. 

•	 The council divided Buddhism into two 
sects: 
1. Mahayana and

2. Hinayana. 
 � All deliberations were conducted in 

Sanskrit, and Abhidhamma texts were 
translated from Prakrit to Sanskrit. 

 � The Buddhist councils began after the 
death of Siddhartha Gautama Buddha and 
have continued into the modern age.

 � The purpose of these councils is to resolve 
disciplinary and theological conflicts and 
to clarify the contents of sutras.

1987

50. Metals known to Indus Valley Civilisation 
were

(a)  Gold, copper,silver but not iron 

(b) Silver,iron,bronze but not gold 

(c)  Iron,copper,gold but not silver 

(d)  Zink, silver, iron but not gold

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Indus Valley Civilization, also known 
as the Harappan Civilization, was a Bronze 
Age civilization. The metals known to 
the Indus Valley Civilization were: Gold, 
Copper, Silver, Bronze. 
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 � The Indus Valley Civilization existed from 
around 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE, which 
was before the Iron Age. The Indus Valley 
people or Harappan people did not discover 
iron. Iron was discovered in the post Vedic 
period. 

 � The Harappan civilization used copper and 
stones to make weapons. The people of the 
Indus Valley also had spears with thin leaf-
shaped spearheads, short swords, daggers, 
and axes, all made of copper. 

51. Match the columns :  

A. Roaper 1.  Informs about 
Mauryan Empire 

B. Kumarahar 2.  Treaty of alliance 
between Bentinck 
and Ranjit Singh 

C.  Aihole 3.  Statue of lord 
Bahubali 

D. Sharavan 
      Belgola 

4.  Sites of Chalukyan 
architecture 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below : 

A B C D 

(a)  1 2 3 4  

(b)  4 2 3 1

(c)  2 1 4 3  

(d)  2 3 1 4 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Treaty of Roaper of 1809 was an 
agreement between the British East India 
Company and Ranjit Singh, the Sikh leader 
who founded the Sikh empire.

 � Kumrahar is the name of an area of Patna, 
where remains of the ancient city of 
Pataliputra were excavated. It is located 
5 km east of Patna Railway Station. 
Archaeological remains of the Mauryan 
period have been found.

 � Aihole is a historic site of Chalukyan 
architecture. The Chalukyas sponsored 
artisans and built many temples in this 
region between the 6th and 8th centuries.

 � The place Shravanabelagola is famous for 
its Gomateshwara Temple also known as 
Bahubali Temple. Shravanabelagola has 
two hills, Vindhyagiri and Chandragiri. The 
58 feet tall monolithic statue of Bahubali is 
located on Vindhyagiri Hill.

1988

52. Man Passed from the food gathering 
stage to the food producing stage in the  

(a) Neolithic Age 

(b) Mesolithic Age

(c)  Chalcolithic Age

(d)  Palaeolithic Age 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Man transitioned from the food gathering 
stage to the food producing stage during 
the Neolithic Age, which began around 
12,000 years ago. This transition led to 
the development of agriculture and the 
domestication of animals. 

 � The Neolithic Age is the youngest period of 
Stone Age history and is characterized by 
the discovery of fire, the domestication of 
animals, and the storage of grains. The end 
of the last Ice Age also made the climate 
warmer and wetter, which provided better 
conditions for crops to grow. 

 � The Neolithic Revolution made food 
production more efficient, but it also 
narrowed the diversity of foods available 
and decreased the quality of human 
nutrition. However, the increased efficiency 
allowed humans to invest their efforts in 
other activities.

The Paleolithic Age :

 � It is also known as the Old Stone Age, is 
a period in human prehistory that lasted 
from around 3.3 million years ago to 12,000 
years ago. During this time, early humans 
developed basic stone tools and artifacts.

The Mesolithic Age :

 � It is also known as the Middle Stone Age, 
was a transitional period in human history 
that lasted from 10,000–5,000 BC. It was a 
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time when human society changed from 
hunter-gatherer to agrarian/herder.

The Chalcolithic Age :

 � It is also known as the Copper Age, was a 
transitional period between the Neolithic 
and the Bronze Age. It lasted from around 
3000 BCE to 500 BCE. The name comes 
from the words “chalco” (copper) and 
“lithic” (stone). 

 � During the Chalcolithic Age, people began 
using metal and stone weapons, with copper 
being the first metal used. The Chalcolithic 
civilization is known for its predominantly 
red and orange wheel-made pottery.

Some Chalcolithic cultures include:

Ahar culture

 � Also known as the Banas culture, this is 
among the earliest Chalcolithic cultures of 
India. The Ahar culture had a rich ceramic 
tradition consisting of Tan ware, thin Red 
ware, Black and Red ware, and Grey ware.

Malwa culture

 � This was the main Chalcolithic culture of 
India, existing between 1900-1400 BC. The 
dominance of agriculture was an important 
feature of this culture.

Kayatha culture

 � This culture represents the earliest known 
agriculture settlement in the present-day 
Malwa region. It also featured advanced 
copper metallurgy and stone blade industry.

53. Near the banks of which one of the 
following rivers the excavation in recent 
years has brought to light that Indus Valley 
Civilization percolated to far south? 

(a)  Mahanadi 

(b)  Cauvery

(d)  Krishna 

(d)  Godavari

Explanation :  (C)

 � Near the banks of Krishna one of the 
following rivers, the excavation in recent 

years has brought to light that Indus Valley 
Civilization percolated to far south.

54. The oldest Hindu epic is

(a)  Mahabhashya 

(b)  Ramayana

(c)  Ashtadhyayi 

(d)  Mahabharata

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Ramayana is the oldest Hindu epic. The 
Ramayana is about the life of Rama, who is 
an incarnation of the Hindu god Vishnu. 
Some believe the Ramayana was written 
2,500 years ago, while others believe it was 
written around 1,800 years ago. 

 � The Ramayana and the Mahabharata are 
some of the oldest surviving epic poems 
ever written. Both epics were originally 
written on palm leaves, but the authors, 
Valmiki and Veda Vyasa, also narrated the 
stories to their disciples. The Mahabharata 
was written down on paper first. 

 � The Mahabharata is about issues of 
succession and the lead up to the 
Kurukshetra war, and then the war itself 
and the aftermath. The Mahabharata is 
believed to be a tale of the Indo-Iranian 
speaking Aryans who supposedly invaded 
northwest India/Pakistan at that time.

Mahabhashya :

 � It is a commentary on Sanskrit grammar 
rules from the 2nd century BCE. The title 
translates to “Great Commentary”. It is 
attributed to Patañjali and was written 
during the Shunga dynasty. 

 � Mahabhashya is a commentary on selected 
rules from Pānini’s treatise, the Ashtadhyayi, 
and Kātyāyana’s Vārttika-sūtra. The 
Ashtadhyayi is a foundational text in the 
field of Sanskrit, and the Vārttika-sūtra is 
an elaboration of Pānini’s grammar. 

 � Mahabhashya is both a defense of Panini 
against his chief critic and detractor 
Katyayana and a refutation of some of 
Panini’s aphorisms.
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Ashtadhyayi :

 � It is a Sanskrit treatise on grammar written 
by the Indian grammarian Panini between 
the 6th and 5th century BCE. The title 
translates to “Eight Chapters”. 

 � The text is a list of rules, including lists of 
verbs and suffixes. The lists have different 
headings that describe the behavior of the 
items they contain. The text is modeled on 
the dialect and register of elite speakers 
of the time, and also accounts for some 
features of the older Vedic language.

55. Who among the followin was not sent to 
Lanka for the propagation of Buddhisum?

(a) Rashtriya 

(b) Bhadrasaro 

(c)  Uttriya 

(d) Sona 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sona was not sent to Sri Lanka for the 
propagation of Buddhism. 

 � Ashoka, the Mauryan emperor of ancient 
India, sent his daughter Sanghamitra to Sri 
Lanka in the 3rd century BCE to spread 
Buddhism. Sanghamitra arrived in Sri 
Lanka with a branch of the Bodhi tree, and 
planted it in Anuradhapura, the ancient 
capital of Sri Lanka. The branch became a 
significant Buddhist site known as the Sri 
Maha Bodhi. 

 � Ashoka also sent his son Mahendra to Sri 
Lanka to spread Buddhism. Ashoka sent 
many missionaries to spread Buddhism, 
including to Greece and Thailand.

56. Sculptures of the Mathura School of Art 
which flourishrd in the erly centuries of 
the Christian Era are made out of

(a)  Marble 

(b)  Slate stone 

(c)  Granite 

(d) Red sandstone 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Mathura School of Art, which 

flourished in the early centuries of the 
Christian Era, produced sculptures made 
from red sandstone. The sculptures were 
often made from spotted red sandstone. 

 � The Mathura School of Art produced 
many images, including Buddhas and 
bodhisattvas, and narrative reliefs. The 
school’s favored materials were gray slate 
or blue schist, and later phases also used 
stucco. 

 � The Mathura School of Art flourished 
during the reign of Kushana ruler Kanishka 
in the first century AD. Mathura was the 
traditional center of output for the school, 
with Sarnath and Kosambi also playing key 
roles.

 � The Gandhara and Mathura schools of art 
are both Indian art schools that flourished 
during the Kushana Empire. The Gandhara 
School of Art was influenced by Greco-
Roman norms and Buddhism, while the 
Mathura School of Art was influenced by 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism. 

Here are some other differences between 
the Gandhara and Mathura schools of art:

Materials

 � The Gandhara School of Art used bluish 
gray and gray sandstone, stucco (lime 
plaster), and gray bluesists and green 
phyllite. The Mathura School of Art used 
spotted red sandstone and red stone for 
making sculptures.

Themes

 � The Gandhara School of Art predominantly 
depicted Buddhist themes, including images 
of the Buddha, bodhisattvas, and Buddhist 
narrative scenes. The Mathura School of Art 
focused on Hindu and Buddhist themes, 
including gods, goddesses, and religious 
narratives.

Influences

 � The Gandhara School of Art was influenced 
by Greek methodologies and possibly 
Macedonian. The Mathura School of Art 
was influenced by Indianism and the early 
Indian Buddhist arts of Bharhut and Sanchi 
of MP.
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57. The earliest evidence of a Jewish 
community setting in India is provided 
by a charter of a  

(a)  Chola king 

(b)  Pandya kig 

(c)  Chera king 

(d) Viayanagara king 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The earliest evidence of a Jewish community 
settling in India is provided by a charter of 
a Vijayanagara king. 

 � The Jewish copper plates of Cochin, also 
known as the Cochin plates of Bhaskara 
Ravi-varman, is a royal charter issued by 
the Chera Perumal king of Kerala to Joseph 
Rabban, a Jewish merchant magnate of 
Kodungallur. 

 � The oldest surviving documents of the 
Cochin Jewish community date to 1000 
CE, and it’s safe to presume the community 
was present well before then. 

 � The three main communities of Jews in 
India are the Cochinis, the Bene Israel, and 
the Baghdadis.

58. The Lingayat movement owes its origin to

(a)  Vidyaranya 

(b)  Purandharadasa

(c)  Appar 

(d) Basava 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Lingayat movement, which arose in 
the 12th century, is attributed to Basava 
and his nephew Channabasava. Basava 
was a Brahmana minister in the court of 
a Kalachuri ruler, and his followers were 
known as Virashaivas or Lingayats. The 
movement was inspired by the Nayanars 
and emphasized personal religious 
experience over text-based dogmatism. 

 � Basava revolted against the Hindu 
philosophy and its caste system, which 
he believed was the cause of social and 
economic slavery of the masses. He 

distinguished between religion and 
communalism in the light of monotheism. 

 � The Lingayat movement gave access to 
divinity to all men and women, regardless 
of their caste, creed, or color.

59. Match the columns: 

List - I List - II 
A.  Amaravati 1.   Hoyasalas
B.  Aihole 2.   Cholas
C.  Thanjavur 3.   Satavahanas 
D.  Halebid 4.   Chalukyas 

5.   Pandyas

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below : 

A B C D 

(a)  2 4 5 1  

(b) 3 1 4 2

(c)  3 4 2 1 

(d)  4 5 2 3 

Explanation :  (C)

The Correct optipn is (C) 3 4 2 1.

The Hoysalas :

 � They were a Kannadiga power that ruled 
most of present-day Karnataka from 
the 10th to 14th centuries. The Hoysalas 
originated in the Western Ghats, and 
emerged as borderland chiefs during the 
conflict between the Western Chalukya 
Empire and the Cholas.

 � The Hoysalas sided with the Chalukyas 
and were made provincial governors. 
The Hoysalas built many Hindu and Jain 
temples during their nearly 200-year rule 
over South India.

 � The Hoysala dynasty was founded by Sala, 
and the greatest ruler was Vishnuvardhana 
(Bittideva).

 � Vishnuvardhana defeated the Cholas 
in the battle of Talakadu, and built the 
kirtinarayana temple to commemorate his 
victory. 
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 � The Hoysala Empire was succeeded by the 
Vijayanagar dynasty.

The Cholas :

 � They were a Tamil dynasty that ruled the 
Chola Empire from the 9th to 13th century. 
The Cholas were based in the Kaveri River 
delta and were one of the three ruling 
families in the region during the first two 
centuries CE. 

 � The Cholas were one of the oldest and 
longest ruling dynasties in the world. They 
were a powerful kingdom that extended 
their control to Sri Lanka and the Malay 
peninsula. The Cholas played an active part 
in the Hindu cultural influence seen today 
in southeast Asia. 

 � The Cholas invested in art, literature, 
education, and architecture. They built 
massive stone temples that served as 
cultural and social hubs. They also designed 
man-made lakes to alleviate droughts and 
provide a supply of safe drinking water. 

 � The last ruler of the Chola Dynasty was 
Rajendra Chola III, who ruled from 1246 
to 1279 AD.

The Satavahanas :

 � They were an ancient Indian dynasty that 
ruled from the mid-1st century BCE to the 
early 3rd century CE. The dynasty’s capital 
was Pratishthana (modern Paithan) in the 
Aurangabad district of Maharashtra. 

 � The Satavahanas ruled over present-
day Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, and 
Telangana. They also ruled over parts of 
Gujarat, Karnataka, and Madhya Pradesh. 

 � The Satavahanas were the first native 
Indian kings to issue their own coins. The 
coins had the rulers’ portraits on them and 
the coin legends were in Prakrit. Some 
reverse coin legends are in Tamil, Telugu, 
and Kannada. 

 � The Satavahanas’ official language was 
Prakrit, but the script was Brahmi. The 
Satavahanas also used Sanskrit in political 
inscriptions, but rarely. 

 � The Satavahanas followed the Vedic 
traditions, but they believed in harmony 

and encouraged other religions like 
Buddhism and Jainism. The Satavahanas 
promoted art literature, and education 
literature was created in Prakrit language.

 � The Chalukya dynasty was a Hindu dynasty 
that ruled parts of southern and central 
India from the 6th to the 12th century.

During this period, they ruled as three 
related yet individual dynasties:

Badami Chalukyas

 � The earliest dynasty, with their capital at 
Badami (Vatapi) in Karnataka. They ruled 
from the mid-6th century and declined 
after the death of their greatest king, 
Pulakesin II in 642 AD.

Western Chalukyas

 � Ruled as emperors in the Deccan (i.e., 
peninsular India) from 543 to 757 CE and 
again from about 975 to about 1189.

Eastern Chalukyas

 � Emerged after the death of Pulakesin II in 
Eastern Deccan with capital at Vengi. They 
ruled in Vengi (in eastern Andhra Pradesh 
state) from about 624 to about 1070.

The Pandyas :

 � They were a Tamil dynasty that ruled the 
southernmost part of India from before 
the 3rd century BCE until the 17th century 
CE. They were one of four great kingdoms 
of Tamilakam, along with the Pallavas, the 
Cholas, and the Cheras. 

 � The Pandyas were known for their 
contributions to Indian literature and 
sculpture. They also excelled in maritime 
trade, with their reach extending from 
Rome and Greece to China, Malaysia, and 
the Maldives. The Pandyas produced some 
of the finest pearls along the South Indian 
coast. 

 � The Pandyas were initially Jains, but later 
became Hindus, specifically Shaivas. Their 
main city was Madurai, where Tamil kings 
held three Sangam poetry academies.
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60. Match the columns : 

List- I : List- II 
A. Rig  Veda 1.  Musical hymns 
B. Yajur Veda 2.  Hymns and rituals 
C. Sama Veda 3.  Charms and  spells 
D. Atharva Veda 4.  Hymns and  prayers 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below 

A B C D 

(a)  4 2 1 3  

(b)  3 2 1 4

(c)  4 1 2 3 

(d) 2 3 1 4 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Rigveda is the oldest of all four Vedas. 
Rigveda is a collection of hymns and 
prayers. Rigveda contains 10 mandals and 
1028 hymns.

 � Samveda is a collection of musical hymns. 
The earliest evidence of singing is found 
here.

 � Yajurved is called a book of prayers as it 
contains hymns and rituals.

 � Atharvaveda is called the book of magic. It 
contains charms and spells to ward off evils 
and diseases.

61. Assertion (A) : In the anciat period of 
indian history urbanisation was followed 
by pastoral life 

Reason (R) : The Harappan Culture was an 
urban one    

(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R are true but R id not a 
correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true but R is false 

(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (B)

 � Urbanization refers to the process of the 
growth and development of cities. The 
ancient period of Indian history witnessed 

the rise of several urban centers, particularly 
during the Indus Valley Civilization or the 
Harappan culture.

 � These cities, such as Harappa and Mohenjo-
Daro, were well-planned and had advanced 
features like drainage systems, public baths, 
and granaries. On the other hand, pastoral 
life refers to a way of life that revolves around 
raising livestock and herding animals.

 � It is a more rural and nomadic lifestyle 
compared to settled urban living. In the 
context of ancient Indian history, it is 
generally believed that urbanization during 
the Indus Valley Civilization was followed 
by a decline and a shift towards a more 
pastoral way of life.

 � This is supported by archaeological 
evidence such as the abandonment of 
urban centers and the emergence of smaller 
rural settlements in the later periods.

 � The Harappan culture, also known as the 
Indus Valley Civilization, was one of the 
earliest urban civilizations in the Indian 
subcontinent. It flourished around 2600-
1900 BCE in the region that is now Pakistan 
and northwest India.

Key features of the Harappan culture 
include:

1.  Urban Centers: The civilization had 
well-planned urban centers with grid-
like street patterns and advanced in-
frastructure.

2.  Advanced Architecture: The cit-
ies had well-designed houses, public 
buildings, and even multi-story struc-
tures.

3.  Trade and Commerce: The presence 
of standardized weights, seals, and the 
discovery of artifacts from distant re-
gions suggest a well-developed trade 
network.

4.  Writing System: The Harappans had 
a script that is yet to be deciphered 
fully.

5.  Drainage Systems: The cities had 
sophisticated underground drainage 
systems.
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62. The orignal name of mahabharata was 

(a)  Brihit Katha 

(b)  Sahastra Samhita

(c)  Jaya Samhita 

(d) Rajatarangini

Explanation :  (C)

 � The original name of the Mahabharata 
was Jaya Samhita. The word “Jaya” means 
victory, and “Samhita” means collection. 
The Mahabharata is a Sanskrit epic that 
tells the story of the struggle between the 
Kaurava and the Pandava princes and their 
successors. 

 � The Mahabharata was originally written by 
Lord Ganesha and narrated by Maharishi 
Ved Vyasa. It originally had 8,800 verses, 
but today it has 100,000. Some say that 
the Mahabharata of today is a corrupted 
version of Jaya Samhita.

Brikhatkathā (Sanskrit for “the Great 
Narrative”) :

 � It is a collection of tales written by Gunadhya 
in the 2nd century. The original text was in 
Prakrit, but only Sanskrit versions remain 
today. The epic is said to have deviated 
from the popular themes of kings, queens, 
and their courts. 

 � Brihatkatha is said to have inspired many 
modern tales and legends, including 
Somadeva’s Kathā-sarit-sāgara (“Ocean of 
Rivers of Stories”). 

 � Brihatkatha-manjari is a prose work by 
Kshemendra that is an abridgement of 
the northwestern recension of the lost 
Brihatkatha. It tells the story of the Gupta 
king Vikramaditya (Chandragupta II) 
around 400 AD.

 � The Mahabharata is a Sanskrit epic 
written by Vyasa and is also known as the 
Shaatasahasri-Samhita and Jaisamhita. The 
Mahabharata is considered one of the two 
major epics, the other being Ramayana. The 
Mahabharata is a valuable asset of Hindu 
culture and is also known as Shatsahastri 

Sanhita. The Mahabharata has one lakh 
verses and shlokas.

Rajatarangini :

 � It is a Sanskrit epic poem and historical 
chronicle of early India. The title translates 
to “River of Kings” or “Waterway of Kings”. 
It was written by Kashmiri historian 
Kalhana in the 12th century. The book 
covers the entire history of the Kashmir 
region from its earliest times to the date of 
its composition. 

 � Rajatarangini is divided into eight books 
called Tarangas and comprises 7826 verses. 
The opening verses of each book begin with 
prayers to the Hindu god Shiva.

 � Rajatarangini gives Administration, Social, 
Political and Economic information about 
the kings of Kashmir.

63. Whitch of the following is not a feature of 
Gandhara School of art ? 

(a) It was patronised by sakas and 
Kushanas 

(b) It has indian and Greek influence 

(c) It  resulted in the origination of 
Hinayanism 

(d)  It portrayed human figures exactly

Explanation :  (C)

1.  In this school of art the life size statues of 
Gautama Buddha were carved. Until then, 
the Buddhist existence was shown in the 
form of symbols like lotus, umbrella etc.

2.  While carving the statues utmost care 
was given to the symmetry of the body 
including the muscles and moustaches 
which were shown in a natural setting.

3.  In the specimens of the craftsmanship of 
this art-the folds and turns of the clothes 
were exhibited with minute care and skill.

4.  In this art the ornaments that were carved 
on the statues received much attention 
which added to the physical beauty of the 
statue.

5.  Polishing the statues is an important feature 
of this art.
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6.  The specimens were mostly prepared in 
stone, terracotta and clay.

7.  The technique used in making the statues 
was Greek but, the idea, inspiration and 
personality all were Indian. 

64. Jain is differed from Buddhism in which 
of the following aspects?

(a)  Faith in Karma 

(b) Doctrine of Ahimsa

(c) Belief In Fasting 

(d) Rejection of yagna

Explanation :  (A)

Jainism and Buddhism differ in several 
aspects, including:

1. Belief in karma :

 � Jains believe in karma, the law of cause and 
effect, while Buddhists do not. In Jainism, 
karma is a real substance that enters the 
body with each action.

2. Belief in the soul :

 � Jains believe in the existence of an eternal 
soul, while Buddhism denies the concept of 
self or soul.

3. Belief in reincarnation :

 � Buddhism does not believe in the 
transmigration of the soul, or reincarnation.

4.  Approach to life :

 � Buddhism prescribes a middle path, 
while Jainism advocates a life of complete 
austerity.

5.  Fasting :

 � Jainism lays great stress on fasting and 
self-torture, while Buddhism preaches the 
middle path. Jains believe in moderation 
when it comes to eating, and perform 
austerities as a way to eliminate karma.

6. Doctrine of Ahimsa :

 � Late medieval Jain scholars re-examined 
the doctrine of Ahimsa when faced with 
external threat or violence.

65. “Mitakshara” Is associated with

(a)  Yajnawalkya 

(b)  Poetics 

(c) Drama 

(d)  Grammar

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Mitakshara is a commentary on the 
Yajnavalkya Smriti, an ancient Hindu text 
on law. It was written by Vijñāneśvara in 
the 12th century and is known for its theory 
of “inheritance by birth”. The Mitakshara is 
considered a primary authority on Hindu 
law, along with the Dāyabhāga. 

 � The Mitakshara is a treatise on ancient 
Hindu law of inheritance, and discusses 
the birthright of sons to their ancestral 
property. It also includes the right of joint 
ownership of property, the right to joint 
possession and enjoyment of the property, 
the right to claim partition, the right to seek 
maintenance, and the right to challenge 
improper alienation made by Karta.

66. The Prakrit text “Gathasaptasati”is 
attributed to the Satvahana King

(a) Vasishtiputra Pulumavi

(b) Hala

(c)  Gautamiputra Satkarni

(d)  Amaru

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Prakrit text “Gathasaptasati” is 
attributed to the Satavahana king Hala. 

 � Hala was a ruler of the Satavahana dynasty, 
which was a prominent dynasty in ancient 
South India from the 1st century BCE to 
the 3rd century CE. 

 � The Gathasaptasati is an ancient collection 
of Indian poems in Maharashtri Prakrit 
language. It consists of 700 verses, all written 
in Prakrit. The name Gathasaptashati 
means 700 verses written in the gatha form. 

 � The Gathasaptasati is a volume of poetry, 
mostly written by women, and was 
supposedly collected and edited by the 
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Satvahana king, Hala. The poems are about 
love and are written as frank monologues 
usually by a married woman, or an 
unmarried girl. 

 � The Gathasaptasati is literary work that is 
of utmost importance for the social and 
cultural history of Satavahanas.

67. Match The Following:  

A. Chaitya  1 Amaravati
B. Stupa     2  Besnagar
C. Pillar      3  Karle 
D. Brick Temple 4 Bhitragaon

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below

A B C D 

(a) 1 3 4 2 

(b)  2 3 4 1

(c) 3 1 2 4

(d)  3 1 4 2

Explanation :  (C)

A chaitya :

 � It is a prayer hall, shrine, or sanctuary 
in Indian religions. The term is most 
commonly used in Buddhism.

 � In Buddhism, a chaitya is a space with a 
stupa, a rounded apse, and a high, rounded 
roof. The word “chaitya” comes from the 
Sanskrit word chita, which means “a pyre” 
or “a pile of ashes”. 

 � Chaityas are often rectangular halls with 
polished walls, pillars, and a semi-circular 
roof. They have a doorway in the center, a 
window on each side, and a broad sill or 
ledge with a sun window above. 

 � Chaityas are believed to have developed 
from the second century BC to the 10th 
century AD. The Karla Caves, Ajanta 
Caves, Ellora Caves, Udayagiri and 
Khandagiri Caves, Aurangabad Caves, and 
the Pandavleni Caves are some of the most 
important chaitya halls.

A stupa :

 � It is a mound-like or hemispherical 
structure that is used as a place of 
meditation. The word “stupa” is Sanskrit 
for “heap”. Stupas are an important form of 
Buddhist architecture, though they predate 
Buddhism. 

 � Stupas are considered sacred monuments 
and contain relics, such as the remains 
of Buddhist monks or nuns. They are 
also places of burial or receptacles for 
religious objects. The decorations on the 
surrounding railings and gateways depict 
events from Buddha’s life. 

Some examples of stupas include:

1.  The Great Stupa at Sanchi

2.  The Dhamek Stupa at Sarnath

3.  The Mahabodhi Temple
 � The Amaravati Stupa is a ruined Buddhist 

monument in the village of Amaravathi, 
Andhra Pradesh, India. It is also known as 
the great stupa at Amarāvathi.

The Besnagar Pillar Inscription:

 � It is also known as the Garudadhwaja, is a 
stone pillar constructed by Heliodorus in 
the 2nd century BCE. The pillar is located in 
Vidisha, a city in central Madhya Pradesh, 
India. 

 � The pillar has two inscriptions in Brahmi 
script. One inscription states that 
Heliodorus, an ambassador of the Indo-
Greek king Antialcidas, erected the pillar in 
honor of Vasudeva (Krishna). The second 
inscription is from the Mahabharata 
and mentions the virtues of “restraint, 
renunciation and rectitude”. 

 � The inscription helps to prove the historicity 
of Krishna.

Bhitargaon Temple :

 � It is a 1,500-year-old brick temple in 
Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. It’s one of the 
earliest surviving brick temples in India, 
built in the 5th century during the Gupta 
Empire. 
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 � The temple is made almost entirely of brick 
and mud mortar, and features a terracotta 
panel, a high Sikhara, and detailed 
terracotta sculptures in the niches on the 
outer walls. The temple is almost seventy 
feet tall, with a tapering shikhara fifty feet 
tall. 

 � The temple’s decorations are similar to 
those found on the Nirvana temple at 
Kasia, which could date back to the Gupta 
era. The temple’s janda is decorated with 
sunken rectangular niches containing 
terracotta figures.

68. “ Mattavilasa”is written by  

(a)  Harsha

(b) Rajshekhara

(c) Somadeva 

(d) Mahendravarman I

Explanation :  (D)

 � Mahendravarman I wrote Mattavilasa 
Prahasana in the early seventh century. 
The play is a satire that mocks the Kapalika 
and Pasupata Saivite sects, Buddhists, and 
Jainism. The play is set in Kanchipuram, 
the capital of the Pallava kingdom, and 
centers on the drunken antics of a Kapalika 
mendicant and his wife. 

 � Mahendravarman I was a ruler of the 
Pallava Empire from 600–630 AD. He is 
also credited with writing another play, 
Bhagavadajjuka.

69. Assertion (A) :  The Form Of Goverment 
in Rig  vedic period was manarchy 

Reason  (R) :  Priest  enjoyed both social 
and political status and influanced 
administration

(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not 
correct explanation  of A

(c)  A is true but R is False

(d) A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (D)  

 � The polity of the Early Vedic period was 
basically a tribal polity with the tribal 
chief in the centre which was transformed 
towards Monarchy in later Vedic period. 
Tribal assemblies, eg the Gana, Vidhata, 
Sabha and Samiti are mentioned in the RV.  

 � The Sabha may have been the council of 
select elan members while the Samiti was 
a general tribal assembly, comprising the 
whole clan.

 � These assemblies performed the functions 
of the government and were also involved 
in the selection of the raja from the 
clansmen. So (A) is not completely true. 
(R) is definitely true.

70. Match the following  

A. Charak 1 Samkhya
B. Nagarjuna 2. Sanskrit author
C.Kapila 3 Ayuerveda 
D.Gorakhnath  4 Rasaratnakara

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below

A B C D

(a) 1 2 3 4  

(b)  2 1 3 4

(c) 4 2 1 3  

(d)  3 4 1 2

Explanation :  (D)

Maharishi Charaka :

 � He was a physician who lived between 
100 BC and AD 150-200. He was a court 
physician to Kanishka the Great and a 
key contributor to Ayurveda, a system of 
medicine and lifestyle developed in Ancient 
India. 

 � Charaka is known for editing the medical 
treatise Charaka Samhita, which is one 
of the basic books of traditional Indian 
medicine and Ayurveda. The text has 
eight books, totaling 120 chapters. It deals 
with subjects such as fetal generation and 
development, anatomy of the human 
body, and function and malfunction of the 
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body according to the tridosha (the three 
humors of the body)—vata, pitta, and 
kapha. Charaka is sometimes referred to as 
the Father of Indian Medicine.

Some of his medical ethics include:

1.  Not becoming intoxicated

2.  Not committing evil

3.  Not hanging around with wicked 
people

4.  Striving for the health of the ill

5.  Having a good tone of voice

6.  Being attentive

Nagarjuna :

 � He was an Indian metallurgist and alchemist 
who wrote Rasaratnakara in the eighth 
century A.D.. The book is a treatise about 
the preparation of mercury compounds 
and the status of alchemy and metallurgy 
in the region. It also describes methods for 
extracting metals like gold, silver, tin, and 
copper.

Kapila :

 � He is also known as Maharishi Kapila or 
Cakradhanus, is a Vedic sage and religious 
teacher in Hindu tradition. He is said to 
have lived in the Indian subcontinent 
around the 6th or 7th century BCE. 

 � Kapila is often considered one of the 
founders of the Samkhya system, one of 
six systems of Indian philosophy. He is also 
mentioned in the Ramayana, the holy book 
of Hinduism. 

 � Kapila is said to have been the son of Sage 
Kardama and Devahuti, the daughter of 
Svayambhuva Manu, the ruler of the earth.

Gorakhnath (c. early 11th century) :

 � He is a Hindu yogi and saint who is known 
for founding the Nath Hindu monastic 
movement in India. He is also known by the 
Sanskrit form of his name, Gorakhanātha. 

 � Gorakhnath is considered one of the 
two disciples of Matsyendranath. He is 
said to have lived sometime between 900 
and 1225 CE. He is the main propagator 

and organizer of the order of Yogis that 
mainly practice Hatha Yoga. He is also the 
traditional author of the first treatise on 
Hatha Yoga, which is now lost. 

 � The Nath tradition emphasizes physical 
practices, breath control, meditation, and 
the development of spiritual knowledge 
and awareness.

1990

71. The Harappans did not know the use of 

(a) Bronze 

(b) Gold

(c) Iron      

(d)  Silver

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Harappans, also known as the Indus 
Valley people, did not know the use of iron. 
The Harappans were aware of most metals, 
including gold, silver, copper, and bronze. 
However, they did not discover iron. 

 � The Harappans were a bronze age 
civilization that made many advances in 
copper and bronze.

 � They manufactured gold and silver objects, 
but silver was more common than gold. 
The Indus Valley Civilization existed from 
2500 BC to 1750 BC.

72. Who among the following was not a 
writter of legal texts? 

(a) Yajnavalkya 

(b) Manu

(c) Narada 

(d) Bharavi

Explanation : (C)

 � Narada was not a writer of legal texts. 
Narada is a Vedic sage who is known for 
traveling and sharing news and wisdom.

73. In which one of the follwing inscription is 
Ashoka mentioned by the name?

(a)  Major Rock edict at Girnar 

(b) Minor Rock inscription at Maski
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(c) Bairat inscription

(d) Lamghan inscription 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Ashoka’s name is mentioned in the Minor 
Rock inscription at Maski. The inscription 
is located on a large granite boulder in 
Raichur, Karnataka, India. It was discovered 
in 1915 by C. Beadon and later studied by 
archaeologist Robert Sewell.

 � The inscription is written in the Brahmi 
script. The inscription confirms the 
association of the title “Devanampriya” 
with “Asoka”.

 � The first line of the inscription reads 
“Devanampriyam Asoka”, which translates 
to “Beloved of the God” and “name of 
Ashoka”. 

 � Other inscriptions refer to Ashoka as 
“Devanampriyam” (beloved of God) and 
“Priyadarshi” (loved by all).

The Major Rock Edicts of Ashoka :

 � They are a collection of 14 edicts, plus two 
additional edicts found in Odisha. The 
edicts are written in Prakrit and Greek, 
and are located on the frontiers of Ashoka’s 
territory, rather than in the Mauryan 
heartland.

Some of the major rock edicts include:

•	 Rock Edict I: Prohibits animal sacrifices, 
especially during festivals

•	 Rock Edict II: Discusses medical treatment 
for humans and animals, planting medicinal 
herbs and fruits, and digging wells

•	 Rock Edict III: Discusses generosity to 
Brahmins

•	 Rock Edict VI: Discusses the welfare and 
happiness of the people 

The Minor Rock Edicts of Ashoka include:

 � Bairat, Bahapur, Shasram/Sasaram, 
Ahraura, Rupnath, Panguraria/
Pangudariya, Gujjara, Maski, Gavimath, 
Brahmagiri. 

 � The edicts were created to communicate 
Ashoka’s governance principles and 
policies to his subjects. They are a valuable 

historical source that provides insights into 
the governance and moral philosophy of 
one of ancient India’s most renowned rulers. 
Many of the edicts emphasize the principles 
of non-violence, compassion, and moral 
conduct associated with Buddhism.

Bairat inscription :

 � Its including the Buddhist Monastery 
remains at Beejak ki pahari and the Bairath 
Ashoka Rock Edict.

 � The Buddhist Monastery remains at Beejak 
ki pahari is a historical landmark that is 
famous for meditation.

The Aramaic Inscription of Laghman :

 � It is an inscription on a rock in the 
Laghman Valley of Afghanistan. It was 
written in Aramaic by the Indian emperor 
Ashoka around 260 BCE. The inscription is 
also known as the Pul-i-Darunteh Aramaic 
inscription and the Lampaka inscription. 

 � The Aramaic Inscription of Laghman is the 
oldest known Ashoka inscription, dating 
back to the 10th year of Ashoka’s reign. 
Another Aramaic inscription, the Laghman 
II inscription, was discovered nearby in 
1974.  The inscription slab is now housed 
in the Kabul museum.

74. The First Buddhist Council met at

(a)  Rajagriha 

(b)  Pataliputra

(c) Jalandhara 

(d) Kashmir

Explanation :  (A)

 � The first Buddhist Council is said to have 
taken place at Rājagriha (modern Rājgīr, 
Bihār state, India) during the first rainy 
season after the Buddha’s death.

 � The council was held in 483 BC at the 
Sattapani caves (Sattaparnaguha) in 
Rajagriha. The council was presided over 
by Mahakassapa, one of the Buddha’s 
most senior disciples. The council’s main 
objective was to preserve the Buddha’s 
teachings. 
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 � The council’s purpose was to recite and 
agree on the Buddha’s actual teachings and 
on proper monastic discipline. The council 
lasted for 7 months.

75. Which one of the following can be 
classified as a “Pratiloma Marriage”?

(a)  A Brahmin girl marrying a Sudra boy

(b)  A Sudra girl marrying a Brahmin boy

(c)  A Brahmin girl marrying a Brahmin 
boy

(d)  None of these

Explanation :  (D)

 � Pratiloma is a Sanskrit term that describes 
a marriage between a man of a lower social 
class and a woman of a higher one. The 
term is used in the Manusmriti, also known 
as the Laws of Manu. The term also refers 
to any offspring of the marriage. 

 � The name comes from the idea that the 
marriage is out of line with the natural 
order, unlike an anuloma union. 

 � In Hindu culture, hypogamy, or Pratiloma, 
is not traditionally accepted and is even 
discouraged. However, it is a growing trend 
due to the advancement of women and 
their status. 

 � Shastrakara Manu believed that the 
offspring of the most hated Pratiloma would 
become “chandalas” or “untouchables”.

76. The Stone Age people had the first 
domestic 

(a) Asses 

(b) Dogs 

(c) Horses 

(d) Sheep

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Stone Age people first domesticated 
sheep. The domestication of sheep is 
estimated to have taken place between 
11,000 and 9,000 BC in Mesopotamia and 
possibly around 7000 BC in Mehrgarh 
in the Indus Valley. Sheep were primarily 
raised for meat, milk, and skins. 

 � Dogs were probably domesticated 10 to 
20 thousand years earlier than sheep. 
Evidence of domestication of dogs during 
the Paleolithic period has been found.

 � Archaeological evidence, such as buried 
dogs alongside humans, changes in canine 
skeletal structures, and genetic studies, 
supports the domestication of dogs during 
the Mesolithic era.

77. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below them:

List I (works) : List II (Author 

List I List II
A. Dayabhaga 1.  Harsha 
B. Mitakshara 2.  Jimutavahana
C. Nagananda 3.  Krittivasa
D.  Ramayana  4. Vijnanesvara 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  2 3 1 4   

(b) 2 4 1 3

(c) 4 2 3 1   

(d)  4 1 2 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Jimutavahana, a medieval Hindu jurist, 
wrote the Hindu law treatise Dāyabhāga. 
The treatise focuses on inheritance 
procedures. 

 � The Dayabhaga School of Hindu Law is 
primarily followed in West Bengal and 
other parts of eastern India. It is based 
on Jimutavahana’s commentary on the 
Yajnavalkya Smriti.

 � Vijñāneśvara, a scholar in the Western 
Chalukya court, wrote the Mitāksarā in 
the late eleventh and early twelfth century. 
The Mitāksarā is a legal commentary on 
the Yajnavalkya Smriti and is known for its 
theory of “inheritance by birth”. 

 � The Mitāksarā is a treatise on inheritance, 
the law of primogeniture, and family feuds. 
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It is observed in all parts of India and is 
subdivided into the Benares, the Mithila, 
the Maharashtra, and the Dravida schools. 

 � The Mitāksarā and the Dāyabhāga are both 
ancient Indian legal texts. The Dāyabhāga 
states that the father is the sole ruler of all 
property, both ancestral and personal.

 � Harshavardhana, also known as Harsha, 
wrote the Sanskrit play Nagananda (Joy 
of the Serpents). Harshavardhana was a 
member of the Pushyabhuti dynasty and 
ruled a large empire in northern India from 
606 to 647 CE. He was a Buddhist convert 
and a lover of education and learning. 

 � Nagananda is considered one of the 
most acclaimed Sanskrit dramas. 
Harshavardhana also wrote two other 
plays, Priyadarshika and Ratnavali.

 � The Krittivasi Ramayan is a Bengali 
adaptation of the original Valmiki 
Ramayana, written in Sanskrit. Krittibas 
Ojha (1381–1461) was a medieval Bengali 
poet who composed the Krittivasi Ramayan 
in the fifteenth century CE. 

 � The Valmiki Ramayana is considered the 
primary version of the epic Ramayana, 
written by Sage Valmiki in the 5th century 
BCE. The Krittibas Ramayana is a well-
known version of the Ramayana in Bengal, 
with a basic story and characters that are 
the same as the Valmiki Ramayana.

78. Consider   the following statement 
regarding Kautilya’s Arthshastra

1. It Places  Morality higher than 
political expediency

2. It argues the case for a fully centralised 
goverment for the empire

3. It  deals  with  problem of  
administration as well laws of 
property and crime

4. It Includes section on goverment of 
the state and diplomatic relation with 
other states 

 Of these statement

(a) 1, 2 and 3 are correct 

(b) 2 and 3 are correct 

(c) 3 and 4 are correct 

(d) 1, 2 and 4 are correct

Explanation :  (B)

 � Kautilya’s Arthashastra is a Sanskrit treatise 
on statecraft, economic policy, and military 
strategy. It is also considered a book 
of political realism, analyzing how the 
political world works and what a king must 
do to preserve the state. 

 � The book is traditionally attributed to 
Kautilya, also known as Vishnugupta and 
Chanakya. He was the prime minister of 
India’s first great emperor, Chandragupta 
Maurya. 

 � The book is said to provide insight into 
the ancient Indian anthology of political 
wisdom, theory, and the art of statecraft. It is 
also said to prescribe building alliances and 
entering into treaties with other countries 
to increase power peacefully. 

 � According to Kautilya, people should follow 
their dharma and practice the virtues of 
honesty and truthfulness.

79. which one of the following was the 
countempory Bengal king during the 
time of Harsha of Kannauj?

(a) Bhaskaravarman 

(b) Divakaramitra

(c)  Devagupta

(d)  Sasanka

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sasanka was the contemporary Bengal 
king during the time of Harsha of Kannauj. 
Sasanka was the leader of the Gauda 
Dynasty and the first sovereign ruler of 
Bengal.

 � He is a major figure in Bengali history 
and reigned in the 7th century AD. Some 
historians place his rule between 590 AD 
and 625 AD. 

 � Sasanka was the principal sovereign leader 
of Bengal and killed Rajyavardhana, the 
elder brother of Harshavardhana.

 � Harsha swore vengeance on Sasanka and 
marched towards Kannauj with a large 
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army. On the way, he met an emissary of 
Bhaskara Varman, king of Kamrupa, and 
entered into an alliance with that State.

 � Harsha formed an alliance with Bhaskar 
Varman and forced Shashanka to retreat.

1991

80. It is said that of the five Doctrines taught 
by jainism four were taken over by 
Mahavira from Previous teachers and 
only one was added by him.Whitch one 
of the following was the doctrine added 
by him? 

(a) Do not commit violence

(b) Observe continence

(c) Do not acquie property

(d) Do not speak a lie

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mahavira, the 24th Tirthankara of Jainism, 
is said to have added the fifth principle 
of Jainism, Brahmacharya, to the four 
principles of his predecessors.

The four principles are:

1.  Ahimsa: Do not hurt any living thing

2.  Satya: Always tell the truth

3.  Asteya: Do not steal

4.  Aparigraha: Do not possess any 
wealth 

 � Mahavira taught that observing these 
vows is necessary for spiritual liberation. 
These principles have influenced Jain 
culture in many ways, such as leading to a 
predominantly lacto-vegetarian lifestyle.

81. Which one of the following does not indi-
cate the difference between Mahayanism 
and hinayanism? 

(a) Belief in the Boddhisattvas

(b) Worship of he image of buddha

(c) Use of the Sanskrit language

(d) Admission of women into the 
Monasteries

Explanation :  (D)

 � Admission of women into monasteries 
is not a difference between Mahayana 
and Hinayana Buddhism. The founder 
of Buddhism, Gautama Buddha, allowed 
women to join his monastic community 
and participate fully.

 � Hinayana and Mahayana are two major 
sects of Buddhism that split from the 
religion in 72 AD.

The main difference between the two is 
their view of Gautama Buddha:

Mahayana

 � Believes Buddha was a divine being who 
guided his followers to nirvana. Mahayana 
Buddhists also worship bodhisattvas and 
believe that Buddha was sent to earth so 
that people could learn from him.

Hinayana

 � Believes Buddha was an ordinary human 
being who attained nirvana. Hinayana 
Buddhists believe that salvation is only for 
those strong souls who don’t need external 
aid or worship. 

 � Hinayana is a term used by the early 
Mahayana movement to describe 
established Buddhist schools. Hinayana 
literally means “lesser vehicle”.

82. Indus Valley civilisation is also known as 
the Harappan culture because

(a)  The site Of Harappa is a six times 
larger than Mohenjodaro site 

(b) The Indus valley civilisation is 
cosidered the elementary /initial stage 
of the vedic culture and Harappa is 
belived to be the same as Harappa 
mentioned in the vedas 

(c) Harappa was the first site to be exvated 
in the indian valley

(d)  The Most Important /significant 
evidence of the achivements of this 
civilisation have been excavated from 
Harappa 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Indus Valley Civilization is also known 
as the Harappan culture because Harappa 
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was the first site to be excavated and is 
believed to be the capital city.

 � The Indus Valley Civilization was 
discovered in 1920–22 with the excavation 
of two of its most important sites: 
1) Harappa 

2) Mohenjodaro. 
 � The Indus Valley Civilization is the 

earliest known urban culture of the Indian 
subcontinent. The cities flourished near the 
Indus River. The Indus Valley civilization 
was famous for its drainage system, with 
each house having its own drainage that 
connected to the main drainage.

83. The Upanishads are collectively known as

(a)  Vedangas

(b) Vedanta

(c) Sruti  

(d) Smriti

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Upanishads are also known as Vedanta. 
The word “Vedanta” literally means “the 
end of Veda”. The Upanishads are the 
concluding parts of the Vedas, and they 
came at the end of the Vedic period. 

 � The Upanishads are philosophical texts 
that deal with ritual observance and the 
individual’s place in the universe. They are 
derived from the words upa (near) and 
shad (to sit). 

 � Vedanta is one of the six systems of 
Indian philosophy. It encompasses the 
ideas that emerged from, or were aligned 
with, the speculations and enumerations 
contained in the Upanishads. Vedanta has 
metaphysical and mystical elements that 
teach about the nature of existence and 
illusion. 

 � The Upanishads are also known as Shruti 
Literature, which is a type of Vedic literature. 
Shruti Literature is canonical and consists 
of revelation and unquestionable truth.

84. Whitch one of the following archaeologists 
initially discovered the Mohanjedaro site 
of the indus valley civilisation? 

(a) Sujohu Marshall

(b) Daya Ram Sahni

(c)  Rakhal Das Banerji 

(d)  Sir Mortimer Wheeler 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Rakhal Das Banerji discovered the 
Mohenjo-daro site in 1922. Banerji was 
an officer of the Archaeological Survey of 
India. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization flourished 
from 2500 BC to 1750 BC. The Mohenjo-
daro site is located in the Larkana district 
of Sindh in Pakistan.

85. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists: 

List I: List II
A. Chandragupta 
     Maurya

1. The great council of   

     prayag
B.  Samudragupta  2.  Jainism
C. Harsha Vardhan 3.  Gangaikonda 

      Cholapuram 
D. Rajendra Chola 4.  Allahabad pillar 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  1 4 2 3

(b) 2 3 4 1

(c)  3 2 1 4

(d) 2 4 1 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Correct Answer is D, 2 4 1 3.
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86. Some Buddhist rock -cut caves are called 
chaityas while the others viharas. What is 
the difference between two ?

(a)  Chaityas is a place of worship while 
vihara is the dwelling place of the 
monks 

(b)  Chaityas is the stupa at the far end of 
the cave while vihara is the hall axial 
to it 

(c)  There is no material difference beween 
the two 

(d)  Vihara is a place of worship while 
chaityas is the dwelling place of the 
monks 

Explanation :  (A)

 � In Buddhist rock cut cave temples, a 
chaitya is a place of worship, and a vihara is 
a residence for monks. 

 � Chaityas are stupa monument halls, and 
viharas are monasteries with residence halls 
for monks. Chaityas are usually located 
at the center of the apse, and viharas are 
located on three sides of the monastery. 

 � Chaityas are places of worship, and viharas 
are prayer halls. The word “chaitya” comes 
from the word “chita”, which is a mound of 
ashes formed by the cremation of a dead 
body. Eventually, it came to mean the earth 
mound heaped over the ashes or relics of a 
saint. 

 � Viharas are dwellings of one or two stories, 
fronted by a pillared veranda. They contain 
large windows above a decorated main 
door and long rows of pillars.

87. In ancient India the territorial name 
Tosali refferd to 

(a)  The region between the rivers Jhelum 
and Chenab 

(b)  The basin of the river son 

(c)  The delta of the river cauvery

(d)  The area of the river Mahanadi

Explanation :  (D)

 � In ancient India, the territorial name Tosali 
referred to the area of the river Mahanadi. 

 � Tosali was an ancient city and important 
political unit in the present-day Odisha 
state. It was the capital of the eastern 
province of the Kalinga Kingdom. 

 � Tosali is also known as Udayagiri, an 
archaeological site in Odisha. The site 
contains remnants of a Buddhist complex 
and is associated with the Maurya and 
Gupta periods.

88. Which One of the following does not 
constitute part of the veda 

(a)  Nirukta 

(b) Upanishad

(c) Brahmana 

(d) Samitha

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Puranas and the Tripitikas are not part 
of the Vedas. 

 � Vedic literature is a collection of ancient 
Indian texts that include religious, 
philosophical, and spiritual teachings.

•	 It is divided into four main categories: 
1. Samhitas, 

2. Brahmanas, 

3. Aranyakas, 

4. Upanishads. 
 � The Upanishads are part of the Vedas and 

belong to the Shruti category of the Vedic 
literature. 

 � Nirukta is one of the six ancient Vedangas, 
or ancillary sciences connected with the 
Vedas. Nirukta covers etymology, and is the 
study concerned with correct interpretation 
of Sanskrit words in the Vedas.

89. In which one of the following the 
Gandhara sculptures of the buddha are 
typically Indian not greek or roman? 

(a)  In the treatment of the robe
(b)  In the rendering of the physiognomy
(c)  In the iconography 
(d)  In the style
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Explanation :  (C)

 � Gandhara sculptures of the Buddha are 
typically Indian in iconography. 

 � Iconography is a branch of art history that 
studies the content of images. It can also 
refer to a particular depiction of a subject. 

 � Gandhara sculptures use Greek and Roman 
techniques, but modified to suit Indian 
requirements. The Gandhara school of art 
is known for its realism and grace, and 
had a significant influence on the Mathura 
School of Art. 

 � The Gandhara school of art is a major 
school of art in the history of ancient India. 
It is associated with the Greco-Roman style 
of art, but is also an intricate part of Indian 
history. 

 � The Gandhara school of art flourished 
during the Kushana period. The Indo-
Greeks occupied Gandhara around 180 
BCE, and are responsible for the Hellenistic 
influence that is visible in many of the 
works.

90. Whitch one of the following was 
worshiped as a heavenly God by ancient  
Indians?  

(a)  Surya  

(b) Angaraka (Mangala)

(c) Sukra  

(d) Sani

Explanation :  (A)

Some deities worshipped by ancient 
Indians:

1. Surya :

 � The Hindu sun god and creator of the 
universe. Surya is also considered the 
source of all life and the supreme soul.

2. Indra ;

 � The Hindu king of the gods, god of thunder 
and rain, and great warrior. Indra is also 
the Indo-European cousin of Zeus, Jupiter, 
Odin, and Wotan.

3. Agni :

 � A major god in the Vedas, along with Indra 
and Soma. Agni is considered the mouth of 
the gods and goddesses, and the medium 
that conveys offerings to them in a homa 
(votive ritual).

4. Adityas:

 � Also known as the Asura gods, the Adityas 
include Mitra–Varuna and Ushas (the 
dawn).

5. Soma :

 � The sacred potion or the plant it was made 
from. 

Other deities worshipped by ancient 
Indians include:

1.  Agni: The sacrificial fire

2.  Vrtra: Indra’s enemy

91. Which one of the following is a Vedanga  

(a) Sruti  

(b)  Smriti

(c) Nirukta 

(d) Samhita

Explanation :  (C)

Nirukta is a Vedanga. 
 � Vedanga is a Sanskrit word that translates 

to “the limbs of the Vedas”. It refers to six 
disciplines associated with studying the 
Vedas, the ancient Indian spiritual texts 
that are the foundation of Hinduism and 
yoga.

The six Vedangas are:

1.  Siksha: Phonetics

2.  Chandas: Meter

3.  Vyakarana: Grammar and linguistic 
analysis

4.  Nirukta: Etymology and the correct 
interpretation of Sanskrit words in 
the Vedas

5.  Kalpa: Ritual

6.  Jyotisha: Astronomy 
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 � Nirukta is the systematic creation of a 
glossary and discusses how to understand 
uncommon and archaic words. It is also 
called the ears of the Veda Purusha.

Shruti and Smriti are Sanskrit words that 
refer to two categories of Vedic literature:

Shruti :

 � Means “what is heard” or “what is said”. 
Shruti is a class of Sanskrit texts that 
are considered revelation. Shruti works 
are considered to have been heard and 
transmitted by earthly sages. Shruti is 
considered to be the primary authority, is 
timeless and eternal, and never changes.

Smriti :

 � Means “recollection” or “remembered”. 
Smriti is a class of texts that are based 
on memory and traditions. Smriti is 
considered an afterthought, was created by 
humans, and can become obsolete. Smriti 
gives orders and punishments if they are 
not followed.

Samhita :

•	 It is a Sanskrit word that means 
“collection”. It refers to four canonical 
books of Hindu scriptures: Rig Veda, 
Yajur Veda, Sama Veda, Atharva Veda. 

 � These four books are the oldest layer of text 
in the Vedas, and contain hymns, prayers, 
mantras, litanies, and benedictions. The 
words samhita come from the Sanskrit 
words sam, which means “together”, and 
hita, which is the past participle of dadhāti, 
meaning “he puts, places”. 

 � The Samhitas are also the oral tradition of 
the Vedas, and consist of several pathas, or 
ways of chanting the Vedic mantras. These 
hymns were sung at times of worship and 
Yajna, giving rise to the rites of the early 
Vedic period.

92. Fresco paintings in the Ajanta Caves 
Were done,while which of the following 
dynasties was flourishing?  

(a) Guptas 

(b)  Sungas

(c) Kanvas 

(d) Mauryas

Explanation :  (A)

 � The fresco paintings in the Ajanta Caves 
were done during the Gupta dynasty. The 
Ajanta Caves are located in present-day 
Maharashtra, India. The caves were built 
by Buddhist monk Dataka during the 
Gupta period, when Buddhist art became 
prominent. The paintings are considered 
to be one of the greatest masterpieces of 
Indian art. 

 � The Gupta Empire lasted from 320 CE to 
550 CE. The Gupta period was a flourishing 
period of ancient Indian history, known 
for its advancements in art, literature, and 
architecture.

The Sungas :

 � They were an ancient Indian dynasty that 
ruled from 185–73 BCE. The dynasty was 
established by Pushyamitra, a satrap of the 
Maurya Empire, who assassinated the last 
Mauryan ruler in 185 BCE. The Sungas are 
known for their many wars with foreign 
and indigenous powers, including the 
Kalinga, the Satavahana dynasty, and the 
Indo-Greek Kingdom. 

 � The Sungas are also known for having 
reverted to Brahmanical orthodoxy 
after Ashoka’s tryst with  Dhamma and 
Buddhism. Buddhist sources claim 
that Pushyamitra Sunga persecuted the 
Buddhists. 

 � The Sunga rulers helped to establish the 
tradition of royal sponsorship of learning 
and art. This tradition would be continued 
by later dynasties, ensuring that Indian 
culture remained vital and creative.

The Kanva dynasty :

 � It is also known as the Kanvavamsha, was 
the eighth ruling dynasty of Magadha. It 
ruled from 73 BCE to 28 BCE, and was 
established by Vasudeva Kanva after he 
overthrew the Shunga dynasty.

 � The Kanva dynasty was a Brahmanic 
dynasty, and the dynasty’s capital was 
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Vidisa. The dynasty’s empire extended into 
parts of eastern and central India. 

•	 The Kanva dynasty’s major rulers were: 
Vasudeva Kanva, Bhumimitra, Narayana, 
Susarman. 

 � The Satvahana dynasty defeated the Kanva 
dynasty and established their empire. 

 � Vasudeva Kanva was a Vaishnavite 
(worshipper of Lord Vishnu) and a famous 
patron of arts. During his reign, the Indo-
Greeks invaded, but he managed to keep 
his throne. He was succeeded by his son 
Bhumimitra.

93. Burma was known to ancient Indians as  

(a) Suvarnabhumi

(b) Suvarnadvipa

(c) Yavadvipa

(d) Malyaamandalam

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ancient Indians referred to Burma as 
Suvarnabhumi, which translates to “golden 
land”. The Jatakas, the Arthasastra of 
Kautilya, and the Mahaniddesa all refer to 
Burma as Suvarnabhumi. Classical writers 
also referred to Burma as Chryse and 
Golden Khersonese. 

 � Suvarnabhumi was likely first used by 
ancient Indian merchants to refer to the 
coastal area of Southeast Asia from Lower 
Burma to Sumatra.

 � It appears to have been a generic name used 
to describe an indefinite region to the east 
of India. 

 � Burma was also known as Pegu in ancient 
India and was part of the ancient kingdom 
of Magadha.

1993

94. The buddhist sect Mahayana formally 
came into existence during the reign of  

(a)  Ajatashatru 

(b)  Ashoka 

(c)  Dharmapala 

(d)  Kanishka

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Mahayana sect of Buddhism formally 
came into existence during the reign of 
Kanishka, the emperor of the Kushan 
dynasty in the second century. 

 � Mahayana Buddhism is the world’s largest 
Buddhist sect, and its beliefs and practices 
are what most non-adherents recognize 
as “Buddhism” in the modern era. It 
developed as a school of thought sometime 
after 383 BCE, possibly from the earlier 
school known as Mahasanghika. 

 � Kanishka was a great patron of Mahayana 
Buddhism and did much to support its 
growth. He is credited with building many 
temples and stupas, including the famed 
Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya. He also 
sent missionaries to spread the faith across 
Asia and beyond.

95. The term nishka which meant an 
ornament in the Vedic period was used in 
later times to denote a/an 

(a) Weapons 

(b)  Agricultural implement 

(c)  Script 

(d)  Coin

Explanation :  (D)

 � The term “nishka” was used in the Vedic 
period to refer to an ornament, and in later 
times to refer to a coin. According to the 
Rigveda, “nishka” is a throat ornament. In 
the Mauryan period, “nishka” was a gold 
coin, while “pan” was the official currency, 
made of silver. 

 � The word “nishka” means “pure and 
honesty”. In the Vedic period, both men 
and women wore “nishka” ornaments, 
including necklaces, earrings, bangles, and 
anklets.

96. Chanakya was also known as 

(a)  Bhattasvamin 

(b)  Rajasekhara 

(c)  Vishnugupt 

(d)  Vishakhadatta
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Explanation :  (C)

 � Chanakya is also known as Kautilya and 
Vishnugupta. He was an Indian teacher, 
philosopher, economist, jurist, and royal 
advisor who lived from 370–283 BC. He 
was a professor of economics and political 
science at Takshashila University in 
present-day Pakistan. 

 � Chanakya is traditionally credited with 
writing the ancient Indian political treatise, 
the Arthashastra, which dates to roughly 
between the fourth century BCE and the 
third century CE. Some scholars believe 
Chanakya, Kautilya, and Vishnugupta 
are the same person, while others have 
questioned this identification. 

 � Chanakya was a scholar at Takshashila 
and the teacher and guardian of Mauryan 
emperor Chandragupta Maurya. He 
helped Chandragupta overthrow the 
Nanda dynasty in the Magadha region at 
Pataliputra.

97. In jainism “perfect knowledge’’ is referred 
to as 

(a)  jina 

(b)  ratna 

(c)  kaivalya 

(d)  nirvana 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Like the Buddhists, the Jains have a concept 
of Kaivalya which is similar to the Buddhist 
concept of Nirvana and Hindu concept of 
Moksha.

 � In Jainism, the term Kaivalya refers to 
perfect knowledge. It is also known as 
Kevala Jnana, which means omniscience. 

 � Kaivalya is the highest stage of spiritual 
attainment, representing complete 
detachment from worldly desires and 
attachments. It is a state of ultimate 
liberation and spiritual enlightenment. 

 � According to Jain scriptures, the soul 
achieves this goal through twelve stages. 
A soul who has attained Kevala Jnana is 
known as a Kevalin. 

 � Jina is another term in Jainism, which 
literally means “Conqueror”. Jains refer to 
the Jina as God. A Jina is someone who 
has conquered love and hate, pleasure and 
pain, attachment and aversion.

98. Ashokan inscriptions were first 
deciphered by

(a)  Buhler 

(b)  Robert sewell 

(c)  James Prinsep 

(d)  Codplngton 

Explanation :  (C)

 � James Prinsep was the first person to 
decipher Ashokan inscriptions in 1837. 
Prinsep was a British scholar, archaeologist, 
and colonial administrator. He was also 
the first European scholar to decipher the 
inscriptions. 

 � The inscriptions are also known as the 
Edicts of Ashoka. They were written in 
Brahmi script on pillars and rocks.

99. A lot of details regarding the village 
administration under the Cholas is 
provided by the Inscrptions at  

(a)  Thanjavur 

(b)  Uraiyur 

(c)  Kanchipuram 

(d)  Uttarmerur 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Inscriptions from Uttaramerur in 
Chingleput district of Tamilnadu provides 
details regarding the village administration 
under the Cholas. It provides information 
about how two assemblies Ur and Sabha of 
the village worked and elected.

100. Who among the following is NOT 
associated with medicine in india ? 

(a)  Dhanvantari 

(b)  Bhaskaracharya 

(c)  Chakara 

(d)  Sursuta 



PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ANCIENT HISTORY

Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official46Download 
Our App

Explanation :  (B)

 � Bhaskaracharya is not associated with 
medicine in India. Bhaskaracharya 
was a 12th century mathematician and 
astronomer who wrote the first work to 
fully and systematically use the decimal 
number system. 

 � Charaka is considered the father of medicine 
in India. He was a major contributor 
to Ayurveda, a system of medicine and 
lifestyle developed in ancient India.

 � In Hindu mythology, Dhanvantari is the 
god of medicine, healing, and health. He is 
also considered the founder of traditional 
medicine in India. 

 � Dhanvantari is an avatar of Lord Vishnu. 
According to the Samudra Manthan or 
Churning of the Ocean story, Dhanvantari 
emerged from the churning of the milky 
ocean holding the nectar of immortality, 
Amrita.

 � He is often depicted as a handsome man 
with two or four arms, carrying symbols 
such as a medical staff, a book, a discus, a 
medicinal herb, a conch, or a chakra. 

Dhanvantari is also said to have been 
responsible for the division of Ayurveda 
into eight categories, which include:

 � Shalya, Shalakya, Kaya chikitsa, 
Bhutavidya, Kaumarabhritya, Agadatantra, 
Rasayanatantra, Vajikaranatantra. 

 � Dhanvantari is also said to have been 
responsible for the division of Ayurvedic 
surgery into two main branches: 
1) Salyatantra 

2) Salakyatantra.

Sushruta :

 � He is an ancient Indian physician and 
surgeon who lived between 1000 and 800 
BC. He is known as the “Father of Plastic 
Surgery” and is responsible for advancing 
medicine in ancient India.

101. Among the four works mentioned below 
which one is encyclopedic in nature? 

(a)  Amarakosa 

(b) Siddhantasiromani 

(c)  Brihat Samhita 

(d)  Ashtangahrdaya

Explanation :  (C)

 � Brihat Samhita is an encyclopedic Hindu 
text written by Varahamihira in the late 5th 
or early 6th century CE.

 � The text is written in verse and contains 
more than 100 chapters. It covers topics 
such as astronomy, divination, and various 
arts like architecture, agriculture, and 
jewelry. 

 � The text is preserved in Hindu, Jain, and 
Buddhist temples and monasteries and 
exists in many Indian scripts. The Arabian 
astronomer Albiruni praised the text for its 
richness in details.

Amarakosha :

 � It is a Sanskrit dictionary written by the 
ancient Indian scholar Amarasimha in 
the 4th century A.D.. It is also known by 
its popular name, Namalinganushasanam, 
which means “instruction concerning 
nouns and gender”. 

 � Amarakosha is one of the oldest extant 
Sanskrit lexicons. It contains 3 kandas with 
26 vargas and over 3000 lines. It collects 
words with similar meanings, along with 
providing information about their linga.

siddhanta shiromani (Sanskrit for 
“Crown of treatises”) :

 � It is a major treatise by the Indian 
mathematician Bhāskara II. It was written 
in 1150 when Bhāskara II was 36 years 
old. The book covers arithmetic, algebra, 
spheres, and the mathematics of planets. 
The book is also known as Head Jewel of 
Accuracy.

Ashtanga Hridaya :

 � It is an ancient Indian Ayurvedic text 
written by Vagbhata in medieval Kerala. 
The title translates to “the essence of eight 
sections” that Ayurveda is divided into. 
It’s considered one of the finest texts on 
Ayurveda and is a primary root text of the 
subject. 
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 � Ashtanga Hridaya is a Prakaran Grantha, 
which means it’s written by quoting 
references from other texts. It’s neither too 
abridged nor too elaborated. 

 � Ashtanga Hridaya is a basic textbook that 
every Ayurvedic student should read in 
college.

 � It continues to serve as a root source 
for Ayurvedic philosophy and protocol, 
providing clear guidelines in all aspects of 
health.

1994

102. Which one of  the following is the 
most fundamental difference between 
Mahayana Buddhism and Hinyana 
Buddhism? 

(a)  Emphasis on ahimsa 

(b)  Casteless society

(c) Worship and gods and golddesses

(d) Worship Of Stupa

Explanation :  (C)

 � The most fundamental difference between 
Mahayana Buddhism and Hinayana 
Buddhism is the worship of gods and 
goddesses. 

 � Mahayana Buddhists worship bodhisattvas 
and believe in the divinity of Buddha. 
Hinayana Buddhists believe that Buddha 
was a human who found the path to 
Nirvana.

 � Hinayana teachings are more self-serving, 
and they believe in attaining individual 
salvation through meditation and self-
discipline. 

Mahayana and Hinayana share some 
similarities, including:

1.  Both follow the same Vinaya

2.  Both prohibit the five offenses

3.  Both practice the Four Noble Truths 

Mahayana Buddhism also differs from 
older forms of Buddhism in two ways:

1.  The creation of new statues of Buddha

2.  The idea of Bodhisattvas, who have 

attained enlightenment and help 
others do the same

103. The earlist evidence of silver in india is 
found in the 

(a)  Harappan Culture

(b)  Chalcolithic cultures of Western India

(c)  Vedic tests

(d)  Silver punch marked coins

Explanation :  (A)

 � The earliest evidence of silver in India 
is found in the Harappan culture. The 
Harappan civilization, also known as the 
Indus Valley Civilization, existed from 
approximately 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE. 

 � The Harappan culture is known for its 
advanced metallurgical techniques. 
Archaeologists have discovered evidence 
of the use of copper, bronze, tin, silver, and 
gold. Silver was first extracted and used 
in the Indus valley civilization, mainly 
for ornaments such as hair beads and 
necklaces. 

 � The civilization was rediscovered in the 
1920s after excavations at Mohenjo-daro in 
Sindh and Harappa in west Punjab. Among 
the frequently found metal items of this 
civilization are silverware, jewelry, gold- 
and silver-plated beads, and figurines of 
both humans and animals.

Punch-marked coins :

 � These are the first documented coins in 
India, dating from the 7th-6th century BC 
to the 1st century AD. They are also known 
as Aahat coins. 

 � Punch-marked coins are mostly made of 
silver and feature symbols punched onto 
the coin with a separate punch. The coins 
have no inscriptions, but are punched with 
various symbols, such as human figures, 
floral and geometrical patterns, religious 
symbols, trees, and plant motifs. 

 � The coins are broadly classified into two 
periods, the first period attributed to the 
Janapadas or small local states. They are 
found over most parts of the subcontinent 
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and remained in circulation till the early 
centuries CE.

104. In ancient Indian historical geography 
the name “Ratnakara”denoted 

(a)  The Arabian Sea

(b) The bay of bengal

(c) The indian occean

(d) The confluence of the ganga, the yamuna 
and mythical saraswati at Prayaga

Explanation :  (C)

 � In ancient Indian historical geography, 
the name “Ratnakara” denoted the Indian 
Ocean. The name “Ratnakara” translates 
to “the maker (creator) of gems” in ancient 
Sanskrit literature.

105. Which one of the following usages was a 
post - vedic devlopment? 

(a)  Dharma - Artha - Kama - Moksha

(b) Brahama - Kasatriya - Vaishya -  
Shudra

(c) Brahmacharya - Grihastashrama - 
Vanaprastha - Sanyasa

(d) Indra - Surya - Rudra - Marut 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The correct answer is option 3, 
Bra hmachar ya—Gr i has t ashrama—
Vanaprastha—Sanyasa. These are the four 
stages of life in Hindu philosophy that 
developed during the post-Vedic period.

 � In this system, every person goes through 
these four stages at appropriate times in life. 

 � Sanyasa is a form of asceticism that involves 
renouncing material desires and prejudices.

 � It is traditionally conceptualized for men or 
women in late years of their life. However, 
young brahmacharis can choose to skip 
the householder and retirement stages to 
dedicate their lives to spiritual pursuits.

106. The name of the poet kalidasa is 
mentioned in the 

(a)  Allahabad pillar inscription 

(b)  Aihole inscription 

(c)  Alapadu grant 

(d)  Hanumakonda inscription 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The name of the poet Kalidasa is mentioned 
in the Aihole inscription. The inscription 
is located at Aihole in Karnataka state. It 
was written by Ravikirti, the court poet of 
Chalukya King, Pulakeshi II, who reigned 
from 610 to 642 CE. The inscription is in 
Sanskrit and Kannada, and celebrates the 
king’s victory, as well as mentioning other 
great poets. 

 � The Aihole inscription is also known as 
the Aihole prashasti or Aihole abhilekh. It 
mentions the famous poet and dramatist 
Kalidasa (4-5th century C.E.).

The Allahabad Pillar Inscription :

 � It is also known as the Prayag Prashasti, 
is a eulogy of the Gupta emperor 
Samudragupta. The inscription was 
composed by Samudragupta’s court poet 
and minister, Harishena, and is considered 
a key historical document of the classical 
Gupta age. 

 � The inscription is inscribed on an Asokan 
Pillar, which was erected by Ashoka six 
centuries before Samudragupta. The pillar 
also contains inscriptions from the 17th 
century Mughal emperor Jahangir. The 
inscriptions are difficult to read due to 
exposure to rain and sunlight. 

 � The inscription mentions the conquests of 
Samudragupta and the boundaries of the 
Gupta Empire. It also mentions the Davaka 
kingdom, which was one of five frontier 
kingdoms of the Gupta Empire.

 � The Anumakonda inscription describes 
Rudradeva I as the first independent ruler 
of the Kakatiya kingdom of Warangal.

 � Anumakonda is also the name of an 
archaeological site.

107. In the Gandhar sculpture the preaching 
Mudra associated with the Buddha’s First 
Sermon at Sarnath is 

(a)  Abhaya 

(b)  Dhyana 
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(c)  Dharmachakra 

(d)  Bhumisparsa 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The mudra in the Gandhara sculpture that 
depicts the Buddha preaching his first 
sermon at Sarnath is the dharmachakra 
mudra. The mudra is named for its 
association with the dharmachakra, or 
“wheel of law”. 

 � In the mudra, the thumb and index finger 
of both hands touch each other to form a 
circle, while the other three fingers remain 
extended.

 � The mudra represents the 
Buddha’s first sermon, called the 
Dhammacakkappavattana Sutta, which 
he gave to his five disciples in a deer park 
at Sarnath, near Varanasi, after attaining 
enlightenment. 

 � Mudras are symbolic or ritual gestures or 
poses in Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism. 
They are spiritual gestures employed in 
the iconography and spiritual practice of 
Indian religions.

Some mudras of Buddha :

1. Dhyana mudra :

 � One of the five common mudras in Buddhist 
art. It refers to the prince Siddhartha 
meditating under the pipal tree before he 
achieved enlightenment.

2. Bhumisparsha mudra :

 � Also known as the Earth Witness Mudra, 
this mudra is a symbol of the Buddha 
reaching enlightenment. It is one of the 
most common mudras to see in Buddha 
statues.

3. Abhaya mudra :

 � This mudra is made with the open palm of 
the right hand, extending outwards at the 
chest level or slightly higher. Translated 
from Sanskrit as fearlessness, it signifies 
“stop”. This means to end fears and phobias 
that can cloud your mind.

4. Dharmachakra mudra :

 � This mudra is a reference to the Buddha’s 
first sermon at Sarnath. It gets its name 
from its association with the eponymous 
dharmachakra or “wheel of law”.

5. Varada mudra :

 � Also known as the “Favourable Mudra” or 
the Mudra of granting wishes/mercy. This 
mudra has also been depicted in various 
Buddha statues.

6. Vitarka mudra :

 � This mudra symbolizes the pursuit of 
knowledge. Vastu Shastra suggests that 
placing a Buddha statue with the Vitarka 
mudra on your library, work, or study desk 
can help you attain excellence in work and 
academic pursuits.

7. Anjali mudra :

 � This mudra denotes welcome, prayer, and 
devotion motion.

8. Uttarabodhi mudra :

 � This mudra denotes the supreme 
enlightenment through connecting 
oneself with divine universal energy. It is 
performed with the help of both the hands, 
which are placed at the heart with the index 
fingers touching and pointing upwards and 
the remaining fingers intertwined.

108. Toramana belonged to the ethnic horde 
of the 

(a)  Scythians 

(b)  Hunas 

(c)  Yue chis 

(d)  sakas 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Toramana belonged to the Hunas ethnic 
horde. Toramana was a Huna king who 
ruled northern India in the late 5th and 
early 6th century CE.

 � The Hunas were a nomadic people from 
Central Asia who migrated to the Indian 
subcontinent during the 5th and 6th 
centuries. They were known for their 
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military strength and played a significant 
role in India’s political and cultural history 
during that period. 

 � Toramana was a ruler of the Hephthalite 
Empire who ruled its Indian region in 
the late 5th and early 6th century. He 
consolidated the Hephthalite power in 
Punjab and conquered northern and 
central India.

109. Which one of the following important 
trade centres  of ancient india was on 
the trade route connecting kalyana with 
Vengi ? 

(a)  Tagara 

(b)  Sripura 

(c)  Tripuri 

(d)  Tamralipti 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Tagara and Sripura were important trade 
centers on the trade route between Kalyana 
and Vengi in ancient India. 

 � Sripura was a key commercial hub that 
facilitated trade and commerce between 
Kalyana (present-day Karnataka) and 
Vengi (in Andhra Pradesh). 

Other major trade centers in ancient 
India included:

•	 Pataliputra, Ujjain, Puhar, Taxila, 
Mathura, Indraprastha, Varanasi, Su-
rat, Madura, Kanchi.

110. The last in the succession of jaina 
Tirthankaras was 

(a)  Parsvanatha 

(b)  Rishabha 

(c)  Mahavira 

(d) Manisubrata 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahavira was the last of the 24 Tirthankaras, 
or spiritual leaders, in Jainism. Mahavira, 
also known as Vardhamana, lived in the 
6th century BCE. According to tradition, 
his predecessor, Parshvanatha, lived about 
250 years earlier. 

 � In Jain philosophy, a Tirthankara is an 
enlightened soul who is born as a human 
and attains perfection through intense 
meditation.

 � In Jainism, a Tirthankara is a spiritual 
teacher and savior who has crossed the 
cycle of rebirths and established a path for 
others to follow. The word “Tirthankara” 
comes from Sanskrit and translates to 
“ford-maker”. It is made up of two parts: 
1) “Tirth” which means “ford” and

2) “Kara” which means “Maker”. 
 � Jainism believes that each cosmic age 

produces 24 Tirthankaras. Jains venerate 
the Tirthankaras with prayers and offerings, 
and their idols and statues are placed in 
temples. 

Some examples of Tirthankaras include:

1.  Mahavira: A savior from the 6th cen-
tury BCE

2.  Rishabhanatha (Adinatha): The first 
Tirthankara in this cosmic cycle 

 � At the end of their human life-span, each 
Tirthankara achieves liberation (‘moksh’ or 
‘nirvan’), ending the cycle of infinite births 
and deaths.
Parshvanatha :

 � He is the 23rd Tirthankara, or teacher, of 
Jainism. His name means “beloved of men”. 
He is also known as Pārśva, Parshva, and 
Parasnath.

 � In Jainism, Parshvanatha is known as the 
“Ford-maker,” or savior. He is also known 
as Nakoda Bhairav because the area is 
Nakoda. In his lower left hand is the 
Damaru and in upper left hand is Trishula, 
which is the same Bhairava found in many 
Shiva temples.

1995

111. In Sanskrit plays written during the 
Gupta Period women and sudras speak 

(a) Sanskrit 

(b) Prakrit

(c) Pali 

(d)  Sauraseni
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Explanation :  (B)

 � In Sanskrit plays written during the Gupta 
period, women and Sudras speak Prakrit. 
The choice of language reflected their social 
status. 

 � The plays depicted men from the upper 
three varnas speaking Sanskrit, while 
women and the lower varna-sudra spoke 
Prakrit. 

 � Shauraseni Prakrit was a Middle Indo-
Aryan language and a Dramatic Prakrit. It 
was the primary language used in drama 
in medieval northern India. Shauraseni is 
said to be the Prakrit most closely related 
to Classical Sanskrit.

112. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the list 

List - I 
( Eras )  

List - II
( Reckoned from)

A. Vikrama era: 1. 3102 B C 
B. Saka era : 2. 320 A. D. 
C. Gupta era: 3. 78 A. D.
D. Kali era : 4. 58 B.C.

Codes : A B C D

(a) 2 4 5 1 

(b) 1 3 2 4

(c) 4 5 2 3 

(d) 4 3 2 1 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The correct option is D, A – 4; B – 3; C – 2; 
D – 1

113. The Term Yavanapriya mentioned in 
ancient Sanskrit text denoted 

(a)  A fine veriety of indian muslim 

(b)   Ivory

(c)  Damsels sent to the greek court for 
dance performance 

(d)  Pepper

Explanation :  (D)

 � The term “Yavanapriya” in ancient Sanskrit 
texts refers to pepper. The term is made 
up of two Sanskrit words: “Yavana” which 
refers to Greeks, and “priya” which means 
loved. 

 � The term refers to the commodity that 
the Greeks loved from India. Pepper was 
one of the spices exported from India to 
the Roman Empire, possibly due to its 
popularity among the Romans.

114. The name by which asoka is generally ref-
ered to in his inscription is  

(a) Chakravarti 

(b)  Dharmadeva

(c) Dharmakirti

(d) Priyadarsi

Explanation :  (D)

 � The name by which Ashoka is generally 
referred to in his inscriptions is Priyadarshi. 
Priyadarshi means “He who regards others 
with kindness”. It is generally used in 
conjunction with Devanampriya which 
means “beloved of the Gods”. 

 � Ashoka was the third ruler of the Maurya 
Dynasty and ruled almost the entire Indian 
subcontinent from c. 268 to 232 BCE.

115. According to Mimamsa system of 
philosophy liberation is possible by 
means of 

(a) Jnana 

(b) Bhakti

(c) Yoga 

(d)  ‘Karma 

Explanation :  (D)

 � According to the Mimamsa system of 
philosophy, liberation is possible by means 
of karma. 

 � Mimamsa is a Sanskrit word that means 
“reflection” or “critical investigation”. It is a 
tradition of contemplation that reflects on 
the meanings of certain Vedic texts. 

 � The goal of Mimamsa is to provide 
enlightenment on dharma. Dharma is 
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understood as the set of ritual obligations 
and prerogatives that, if properly 
performed, maintains the harmony of the 
world and furthers the personal goals of the 
performer. 

 � Mimamsa is one of the six astika (orthodox) 
Indian philosophical school traditions. 
It is also known as Purva-Mimamsa and 
Karma-Mimamsa.

116. The concept of Anuvrata was advocated 
by 

(a)  Mahayana Buddhism 

(b)  Hinayana Buddhism

(c)  Jainism

(d)  The Lokayata School 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The concept of Anuvrata was advocated by 
Jainism. 

 � Anuvrata is a set of ethical guidelines for 
laypeople that are less strict than the vows 
taken by Jain monks and nuns.

It consists of twelve vows, including:

1.  Refraining from violence

2.  Lying

3.  Stealing

4.  Sexual misconduct

5.  Attachment to possessions
 � The five fundamental vows of Jainism 

are: Ahimsa, Satya, Asteya, Brahmacharya, 
Aparigraha. 

 � Anuvrata is seen as a way for laypeople 
to live a more ethical and meaningful life 
while still fulfilling their social and familial 
responsibilities.
1.  Mahayana Buddhism : This branch 

of Buddhism focuses on the idea of 
helping others reach enlightenment, 
not just seeking it for oneself. It teach-
es that anyone can become a Buddha 
and emphasizes compassion for all 
beings.

2.  Theravada Buddhism (formerly 
known as Hinayana) : This branch 

emphasizes following the original 
teachings of Buddha closely. It focuses 
on individual enlightenment and the 
path to becoming an arhat, someone 
who has achieved enlightenment.

1996

117. The river most mentioned in early Vedic 
Literature is 

(a)  Sindhu

(b) Sutudri

(c) Sarasvati 

(d) Ganga

Explanation :  (A)

 � The river most mentioned in early Vedic 
literature is the Sindhu. The Sindhu is also 
known as the Indus River, and it is one of 
the longest rivers in Asia. It flows through 
India, Pakistan, and China. 

 � The Sindhu is mentioned over 150 times in 
the Rig Veda, the oldest known Hindu text. 
Some say that Hinduism originated on the 
banks of the Sindhu. 

 � The river Sarasvati is the most prominent 
river in the Rig Veda, and is prayed to 
almost 75 times in the Rigveda Samhitā.

118. Who among the following is known for 
his work on medicine during the Gupta 
period? 

(a)  Saumilla

(b)  Sudraka

(c) Shaunaka

(d) Susrutha

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sushruta is known for his work on medicine 
during the Gupta period. 

 � Sushruta is considered the “Father of 
Plastic Surgery” and is known as the 
“Father of Indian Medicine” for inventing 
and developing surgical procedures.

 � He lived in India between 1000 and 800 BC 
and is responsible for the advancement of 
medicine in ancient India. 
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 � Sushruta is also known for emphasizing the 
importance of hygiene and aseptic practices 
during surgical procedures. He recognized 
the risk of infection and prescribed 
measures to prevent it, such as sterilizing 
instruments, cleaning wounds, and 
maintaining a clean surgical environment. 

 � The Gupta age in ancient India has been 
called the “Golden Age of India” because 
of the many accomplishments in the field 
of arts, science, and literature that Indians 
made under the Guptas.

Saumilla :

 � He was a dramatist and physician who 
lived during the Gupta period (320–550 
AD). Saumilla is also considered an ancient 
Sanskrit poet, along with Bhāsa and 
Kaviputra.

Sudraka :

 � He was an ancient Indian king and 
playwright who lived in the first or second 
century AD. He is credited with writing 
three Sanskrit plays: 
1. Mrichchhakatika (The Little Clay 

Cart), 

2. Vinavasavadatta, and 

3. Padmaprabhritaka. 
 � According to the play’s prologue, Sudraka 

was a Kshatriya king who was brave, 
handsome, and knowledgeable about 
Rigveda, Samaveda, and mathematics. He 
was also a devotee of Lord Siva and had 
performed the Asvamedha sacrifice.

 � In Vedic texts, Shaunaka Rishi’s full name 
is Indrotdaivaya Shaunaka. He was a 
Vedic teacher and the son of the sage 
Bhriguvanshi Shunak. Shaunaka Rishi ran 
a Gurukul with ten thousand students and 
was honored as kulapati (chancellor). 

 � In the Vishnu Purana, Shaunaka is the son 
of Gritsamada and is said to have invented 
the system of the four levels of human life. 
The Vishnu Purana also describes Sūta 
mahamuni narrating mythological stories 
to a group of sages headed by Shaunaka 
maha muni.

119. Which of the following were common to 
both Buddhism and Jainism? 

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance 
and enjoyment

2. Indifference to the authority of the 
Vedas

3. Denial of efficasy of rituals

4. Non injury to animal life

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below 

(a) 1,2,3 and 4 

(b) 2,3,and 4

(c) 1,3, and 4 

(d) 1 and 2

Explanation :  (B)

Buddhism and Jainism share many 
similarities, including:

1. Karma :
 � Both religions believe in karma, which is 

the attachment of positive and negative 
forces to the soul.

2. Salvation :
 � Both religions believe that salvation can 

only be achieved through nirvana.
3. Helping others :
 � Both religions believe in helping others and 

teaching their values to others.
 � Materialistic world
 � Both religions teach to stay away from the 

materialistic world and desires.
4. Moral lives :
 � Both religions give importance to the moral 

lives of people.
5. Harm to humans :
 � The teachings of Jainism and Buddhism 

condemn all sorts of harm meted to 
humans or living beings.

6. Non-violence :
 � Both religions believe and propagate non-

violence, good social conduct, charity, and 
generosity.
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7. Atheism :

 � Both religions are atheistic in the sense that 
they don’t believe in there’s a creator god or 
any super being.

8. Common background :

 � Both religions have a common background 
associated with the Aryan Culture.

9. Against Vedas :

 � Both religions were against Vedas and the 
Vedic culture as well as against Brahmanism.

 � Denial of efficiency of rituals
 � Both religions deny the efficiency of rituals.
 � Only those who left their homes could gain 

true knowledge
 � Both religions believe that only those who 

left their homes could gain true knowledge.
 � Non injury to animal life
•	 Buddhism and Jainism also share some 

other similarities, including:
1.  Both religions emerged as a new 

religious ideas from late 6th century 
BCE.

2.  Both religions preached Satya, 
Ahimsa, Brahmacharya, and 
detachment from the materialistic 
world.

120. Match List I with list II and select the 
correct answer by using codes given 
below the list  

List I List II 
A. Visakhadatta 1. Medicine 
B. Varahamihira 2. Drama
C. Charaka 3. Astronomy
D. Brahamagupta 4. Mathematics 

Codes : A B C D 

(a) 1 3 4 2   

(b)  2 1 3 4

(c)  2 3 1 4  

(d)  3 4 1 2

Vishakhadatta :

 � He was a Sanskrit poet and playwright from 
the Gupta kingdom. He was the court poet 
of Chandragupta II and his plays were often 
based on politics. Vishakhadatta is known 
for two famous plays, Mudrarakshasa and 
Devichandraguptam.

 � Mudrarakshasa is a historical drama about 
Chanakya’s schemes against Chandragupta’s 
enemies. Devichandragupta is about the 
early life of Chandragupta II. 

 � Vishakhadatta’s time period is unknown, 
but he most likely lived in or after the 6th 
century CE. Jayaswal and Sten Konow 
theorized that Vishakhadatta was a 
contemporary of Chandragupta II, and 
lived in late 4th century to early 5th century.
Varahamihira (505–587) :

 � He was an Indian astronomer, 
mathematician, and philosopher. He was 
known for his work on mathematical 
astronomy and astronomy in general. He 
also wrote about other topics, including 
planetary movements, eclipses, rainfall, 
architecture, and rituals. 

 � Varahamihira is credited with writing 
several authoritative texts on astronomy 
and astrology, including the Pancha-
siddhantika and Brihat-Samhita. The 
Pancha-siddhantika is a compendium 
of Greek, Egyptian, Roman, and Indian 
astronomy. The Brihat-Samhita is a 
106-chapter book about divination. 

 � Varahamihira was also one of the first 
mathematicians to discover a variant of 
Pascal’s triangle. He used it to figure out 
how to measure binomial coefficients. 

 � Varahamihira was also known for his poetic 
skills. The 11th-century writer Kshemendra 
described him as a great poet.
Charaka :

 � He is known as the “Father of Ayurveda” 
and was a key contributor to the ancient 
Indian medical system and lifestyle.

 � He is also known for editing the medical 
treatise Charaka Samhita, which is 
considered one of the foundational texts of 
Ayurveda and classical Indian medicine. 
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 � Charaka Samhita is the oldest and most 
authentic treatise on Ayurveda. It provides 
information on medical conditions and 
their treatment, as well as geographical, 
social, and economic conditions of India. 
In his book, Charaka mentions about 340 
plant types and about 200 animal types. 

Charaka is also known for his medical 
ethics, which include:

1.  Not becoming intoxicated

2.  Not committing evil

3.  Not hanging around with wicked 
people

4.  Striving for the health of the ill

5.  Having a good tone of voice

6.  Being attentive

Brahmagupta (598–670) :

 � He was an Indian mathematician and 
astronomer. He was the first mathematician 
to provide a formula for the area of a cyclic 
quadrilateral. He also made advances in 
number systems, including algorithms for 
square roots and the solution of quadratic 
equations. 

Brahmagupta is also known for:

1.  Brāhmasphutasiddhanta : A theo-
retical treatise on mathematics and 
astronomy

2.  Khandakhadyaka: A work on math-
ematics and astronomy, Interpolation 
formula for computing sines 

 � Brahmagupta was born in 598 AD in 
Bhinmal, in northwestern India. He later 
became the head of the astronomical 
observatory at Ujjain, which was the 
leading center of ancient Indian astronomy. 

 � According to Surajit Dasgupta, 
Brahmagupta was an established Brahmin.

121. In the context of ancient indian society, 
which one of the following terms does not 
belong to the category of the other three? 

(a) Kula  

(b)  Vamsa

(c) Kosa  

(d)  Gotra

Explanation :  (C)

 � In the context of ancient Indian society, 
Kosa is not related to the other three terms, 
which are related to family:

1. Kula :

 � A Sanskrit word that can mean “community,” 
“clan,” or “tribe”. In Hinduism, it can refer 
to a part of a village or a family member.

2. Vamsa :

 � A Sanskrit word that means “family” 
or “lineage”.  It can also refer to a genre 
of ancient and medieval literature in 
Buddhism, Hinduism, and Jainism.

3. Gotra :

 � In Hinduism, it is commonly considered 
to be equivalent to clan. It refers to people 
who are descendants in an unbroken male 
line from a common male ancestor. 

 � Kosa is a term used for treasury. It can also 
refer to a unit of measurement, such as a 
unit of currency or the value of wealth.

122. Which one of the following texts of 
ancient India allows divorce to a wife 
deserted by her husband? 

(a)  Kamasutra

(b)  Manavadharmashastra

(c)  Sukra Nitisara

(d)  Arthashastra

Explanation :  (D)
 � The Arthashastra is an ancient Indian text 

that allows a wife to seek divorce if she has 
been abandoned by her husband. 

 � The Arthashastra is a Sanskrit treatise 
on statecraft, political science, economic 
policy, and military strategy. It is 
traditionally attributed to Kautilya, also 
known as Chanakya and Vishnugupta. The 
text is likely the work of multiple authors 
over centuries, and was influential until the 
12th century. It was rediscovered in 1905 
and published in 1909.
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 � According to Hindu law, marriage creates 
an indissoluble bond between the husband 
and wife. However, the Arthashastra allows 
divorce in the Hindu religion.

Kama Sutra :

 � It is an ancient Indian Sanskrit text 
written by Vātsyāyana, a celibate Indian 
philosopher. It’s considered one of the 
world’s oldest textbooks of erotic love and 
is widely considered to be the standard 
work on human sexual behavior in Sanskrit 
literature. The Kama Sutra is made up of 
seven books with 36 chapters. 

 � The Kama Sutra is written as a guide to 
the “art-of-living” well, the nature of love, 
finding a life partner, maintaining one’s 
love life, and other aspects pertaining to 
pleasure-oriented faculties of human life. 
It’s not exclusively or predominantly a sex 
manual on sex positions.

Manava-Dharmashastra :

 � It is a Sanskrit term that means something in 
Hinduism. It is also known as Manusmriti or 
the Laws of Manu. The Manusmriti is a legal 
text and constitution in the Dharmaśāstra 
literary tradition of Hinduism. It is written 
in sloka verses, which are two non-rhyming 
lines of 16 syllables each. The Manusmriti 
is traditionally considered the most 
authoritative of the books of the Hindu 
code (Dharma-shastra) in India. 

 � The Manusmriti is an ancient legal text 
or ‘dharmashastra’ of Hinduism that 
describes the social system from the time 
of the Aryans. It was composed sometime 
between the 2nd century BCE and 3rd 
century CE. The Manusmriti is attributed 
to the legendary first man and lawgiver, 
Manu. 

The Manusmriti prescribes 10 essential 
rules for the observance of dharma, 
including:

1. Patience (dhriti)

2. Forgiveness (kshama)

3. Piety, or self control (dama)

4. Honesty (asteya)

5. Sanctity (shauch)

6. Control of senses (indraiya-nigrah)

7. Reason (dhi)

8. Knowledge or learning (vidya)

9. Truthfulness (satya)

10. Absence of anger (krodha)

Shukra-Nitisara :

 � It is a Sanskrit term that refers to a work 
on ethics by Śukrācārya. It’s also known as 
rājakrtyakathana, which refers to the duties 
and responsibilities of a king. 

 � Shukra-Nitisara is considered as 
Shukracharya’s System of Morals and is 
part of Dharmasastra. It is a treatise on 
the science of governance, structured 
towards upholding the morals through 
implementing theories of political science.

123. Which one of the following was a saiva 
sect in ancient India? 

(a) Ajivika

(b)  Mattamayura

(c) Mayamata 

(d) Isanasivagurudevapaddhati

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mattamayura were the Saiva sects in 
ancient India. 

 � Ajivika was a philosophical and ascetic 
movement that was contemporary to the 
early Buddhists and Jains. The Ajivikas 
believed that everything was predetermined 
by fate, and that human action had no 
consequence.

 � The sect reached its peak during the reign 
of Bindusara, the father of the Mauryan 
Emperor Ashoka. 

 � Mattamayura was a Saiva Siddhanta group 
of ascetic practitioners. The Mattamayuras 
attempted to reestablish the supremacy of 
the Vedic system.

 � The Mattamayuras built monumental stone 
monasteries, which are some of the earliest 
examples of Hindu monastic architecture 
in the region. 
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 � Other Saiva sects include: Pasupata, 
Viráshatva, Lingayats, Lakulisha.

124. Who among the following was a 
Brahmavadini who composed some 
hymans of the Vedas? 

(a)  Lopamudra 

(b) Gargi

(c)  Leelavati 

(d)  Savitri

Explanation :  (A)

 � Lopamudra was a Brahmavadini who 
composed hymns of the Vedas. The 
name Lopamudra means “the loss of the 
distinctive beauties of animals and plants”. 

 � Lopamudra is also known as Kaveri, 
Kaushitaki, and Varaprada. She was a 
philosopher and the wife of the sage 
Agastya. Many hymns of the Rigveda are 
attributed to her. 

 � According to the Mahabharata, Agastya 
created Lopamudra from the most graceful 
parts of various animals.

 � Gargi Vachaknavi (Sanskrit: JmJu dmMŠZdr) :
 � She was an ancient Indian philosopher 

and sage. She is considered a great natural 
philosopher and renowned expounder of 
the Vedas in Vedic literature. She is also 
known as Brahmavadini, a person with 
knowledge of Brahma Vidya. 

 � Gargi is considered one of the earliest 
symbols of feminism in the world. She 
was born in the 9th to 7th century BCE, in 
Northern India, near Mithila. She was an 
intellectual prodigy to the sage Vachaknu, 
who belonged to the lineage of sage Garga. 

 � Gargi is also known for being a part of 
the creation of some hymns in Rigveda. 
She is said to have influenced her niece, 
Maitreyi, who became interested in gaining 
knowledge of the Vedas, Upanishads, and 
Sastras.

125. The word “Hindu” as reference to the 
people of Hind (India) was first used by 

(a)  the Greeks 

(b)  the Romans 

(c)  the chinese 

(d)  the Arabs

Explanation :  (A)

 � The word “Hindu” was first used by the 
Greeks to refer to the people and country 
that lived beyond the Indus river. The word 
“Hindu” or “Indu” was used by the Greeks. 

 � The word “Hind” is the Persian equivalent 
of Iranian Sindh, which refers to the Indo-
Aryans. “Stan” in Persian means “land” or 
“country”. 

 � The word “Hindu” was also used by the 
Persians, perhaps between 1000 and 500 
BCE. 

 � In the 18th century, European merchants 
and colonists began to refer to the followers 
of Indian religions collectively as Hindus.

 � The Greeks, or Hellenes, are an ethnic 
group and nation native to Greece and 
other countries around the Mediterranean 
and Black Sea. The Romans gave the name 
“Greeks” to the people of Greece. The 
Greeks called themselves “Hellenes” and 
their land “Hellas”.

 � The Romans were a civilization that 
originated in the Italian Peninsula and 
ruled many countries across Europe, the 
Middle East, and North Africa. The Romans 
spoke Latin, which became the language of 
administration, legislation, and the military 
throughout the classical period.

 � Arabs are people who are native to the 
Middle East and North Africa and speak 
Arabic. They are descendants of the first 
Eurasian populations, who migrated out of 
Africa between 125,000 and 60,000 years 
ago.

1997

126. Match list I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the list 

List - I  List - II 
A. Gupta : 1. Badami 
B. Chandella 2 Panamalai
C. Chalukya 3 Khajuraho
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D. Pallava 4 Deogarh

Codes : A B C D

(a)  4 3 1 2 

(b) 4 2 3 1

(c) 2 3 4 1   

(d) 3 4 1 2

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Correct Answer is (A), 4 3 1 2.

127. The following maps shows four of the 
sixsteen mahajanapandas that existed in 
ancient India The place marked A,B,C 
and D respectively are 

The Places marked A, B, C and D 
respectively are 

(a) Matsya, Cedi, Kosala, Anga

(b) Surasena, Avanti, Vatsa, Magadha

(c) Matsya, Avanti, Vatsa, Anga

(d) Surasena, Cedi, Kosala, Magadha

Explanation :  (C)

 � The correct answer to this question is 
option 3: Matsya, Avanti, Vatsa, Anga.

 � Each of these names corresponds to 
one of the sixteen great kingdoms, or 
mahajanapadas, that existed in ancient 
India.

The Mahajanapadas :

 � There were 16 kingdoms that existed in 
ancient India from 600–345 BCE. The word 
“Mahajanapadas” comes from the Sanskrit 
words maha and janapada, which means 
“great realm”. 

 � The Mahajanapadas were located in the 
northern and eastern parts of India, 
including the modern-day Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana, and Madhya Pradesh. 
They were known for their advanced 
systems of administration, trade, and 
warfare. 

 � The Mahajanapadas were ruled by kings 
and were known for their advanced systems 
of administration, trade, and warfare. 
The Mahajanapadas practiced Hinduism, 
Jainism, and Buddhism, and their common 
languages were Prakritis, Sanskrit, and 
Pali. The two types of government during 
the Mahajanapadas were monarchies and 
republics. 

The 16 Mahajanapadas were:

 � Anga, Aśmaka, Avanti, Chedi, Gandhāra, 
Kamboja, Kāśi, Kosala, Kuru, Magadha, 
Malla, Matsya, Pañcāla, Śūrasena, Vaji, 
Vatsa (or Vatsa).

128. Which one of the following edicts manio 
n the peronal name of Asoka?

(a)  Kalsi   

(b)  Rummindei

(c)  Special Kalinga Edict

(d)  Maski

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Maski and Gurjara edicts mention the 
personal name of Ashoka. 

 � The Maski inscription, found in 1915, is the 
first edict of Emperor Ashoka to contain 
his name. The Maski version of Minor 
Rock Edict No. 1 is historically significant 
because it confirms the association of 
the title “Devanampriya” with the name 
“Asoka”. 

 � The Edicts of Ashoka are a group of more 
than 30 inscriptions associated with 
the Mauryan emperor Ashoka. These 
inscriptions are found on various structures 
like pillars, cave walls, and boulders.

 � Ashoka’s Rock Edicts promoted non-
violence and respect for life, which are 
important aspects of the Buddhism religion.



PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ANCIENT HISTORY

Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official59Download 
Our App

129. The silver coins issued by the Guptas were 
called 

(a)  Rupaka

(b) Karshapana

(c) Dinara

(d) Pana

Explanation :  (A)

 � The silver coins issued by the Guptas were 
called Rupaka. These coins were found in 
large numbers in Rajasthan’s Bharatpur and 
most of the northern parts of the country. 

 � Chandragupta II was the first Gupta ruler 
to issue silver coins, which were called 
Rupaka. He was the son of Samudragupta 
and also known as the

Chandragupta Vikramaditya. 

 � 16 Rupaka was equal to 1 gold coin.
 � In ancient India, Karshapanas, Panas, 

and Dinaras were silver coins. The 
Mahajanapadas, or Republic kingdoms, 
introduced these coins in the 6th century 
BC. The coins were made by flattening 
silver and pressing seals on them. Different 
kingdoms had different symbols and 
sculptures inscribed on the coins. 

 � The name Pana comes from the word pani, 
which means “hand”. The name means 
“handful” and is based on the weight of 80 
rati seeds, which is about 9.5 grams. 

 � The Sanskrit word Dīnāra is related to the 
Prakrit word Dīnāra. It can mean a gold 
ornament, a seal, a weight, or a dinar. The 
word Dinar is mentioned in the Indian 
texts Harivansh and Mahavircharit.

130. In the mahayana Buddhism,the 
Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara was also 
known as 
(a)  Vajrapani   
(b) Manjusri
(c)  Padmapani
(d) Maitreya

Explanation :  (C)

 � In Mahayana Buddhism, the Bodhisattva 
Avalokitesvara is also known as Padmapani. 

Padmapani is a Sanskrit name that translates 
to “holder of the lotus”. 

 � Padmapani is a favored form of 
Avalokiteshvara, the embodiment of 
Buddhist compassion. Padmapani is often 
depicted holding a lotus flower in his left 
hand, and with a small figure of the Buddha 
Amitabha on his head. 

 � Padmapani is one of the most revered 
deities in Buddhism, especially in 
Mahayana Buddhism. He is associated with 
the power of Buddha, and is often depicted 
as a compassionate bodhisattva who can 
alleviate the suffering of sentient beings.
Vajrapani :

 � Its a nonhuman attendant of the Buddha in 
Mahayana Buddhist mythology. His name 
means “Holding a/the Vajra in his Hand”. 
Vajrapani is one of the earliest-appearing 
bodhisattvas in Mahayana Buddhism. He 
is the protector and guide of Gautama 
Buddha and rose to symbolize the Buddha’s 
power. Vajrapani was originally a Yakṣa, 
but later became a Bodhisattva.

 � He is considered one of the earliest of the 
three protective deities surrounding the 
Buddha and one of the major dharmapalas 
(protectors of dharma) in Mahayana 
Buddhism. Vajrapani is also a Buddhist 
savior who holds a thunderbolt.

 � The name Vajrapani comes from the word 
“vajra”, which means “thunderbolt”. In early 
Buddhist iconography, the thunderbolt 
scepter had a meaning associated with 
clarity of pure thought.
In Mahāyāna Buddhism, Mañjuśrī :

 � It is a bodhisattva who represents the 
Buddhas’ transcendent wisdom. His name 
translates to “Gentle Glory” in Sanskrit. 
He is also known as Mãnjughosa (“Sweet 
Voice”) and Vāgīśvara (“Lord of Speech”). 
Mañjuśrī is one of the oldest and most 
important bodhisattvas in the Indian 
Mahayana Buddhist pantheon.

 � He is closely related to the wisdom goddess 
Prajnaparamita, and both first appeared in 
north Indian religious texts and imagery in 
the eighth century. Mañjuśrī is a popular 
Buddhist savior figure in Licchavi Nepal. 
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 � Mañjuśrī is the protector of the Buddha or 
Tathagata family, which is led by Vairocana. 
He is sometimes depicted sitting on a lion, 
which is also the animal associated with 
Vairocana.

In ancient India, Maitreya :

 � He is the Buddha of the future who will help 
humans achieve enlightenment. Maitreya 
is a bodhisattva, which is a spiritual being 
on the path to enlightenment. According 
to Mahayana teachings, a Buddha is first 
born as a bodhisattva, and then after many 
lifetimes, progresses on to Buddhahood. 

 � Maitreya is the earliest bodhisattva around 
whom a cult developed and is mentioned 
in scriptures from the 3rd century CE. He is 
accepted by all schools of Buddhism and is 
still the only bodhisattva generally honored 
by the Theravada tradition. 

 � Maitreya is typically pictured seated, with 
either both feet on the ground or crossed at 
the ankles, on a throne. He is dressed in the 
clothes of either a bhikhu (monk) or Indian 
royalty. 

 � Maitreya can be identified by the lip of the 
sacred water flask in his left hand and by 
his loop topknot, a hairstyle common to 
Maitreya images.

131. Which one of the following was a 
corporation of merchants in ancient 
India? 

(a)  Chaturvedimangalam

(b) Parishad

(c) Ashtadikgaja

(d) Manigrama

Explanation :  (D)

 � Manigrama was a corporation of merchants 
in ancient India. It was a large and influential 
guild of South Indian merchants from the 
10th–12th centuries CE. 

 � Manigrama was a medieval merchant 
guild organized by itinerant ethnic Indian 
traders. It functioned like a guild, and was 
an organization of traders, often operating 
within a specific business or industry. 

They were quite prevalent in ancient India, 
facilitating commerce and trade. 

 � In ancient India, a shreni was an association 
of traders, merchants, and artisans. 
Generally, a separate shreni existed for a 
particular group of persons engaged in the 
same vocation or activity.

132. Match List I with list II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the list 

List I : List II
A. Varahamihira  1.  Prabandha Chintamani
B. Visakhadatta 2. Mrchchhakatikam
C. Sudraka 3. Brhat Samhita
D. Bilhana 4. Devi Chandraguptam

5. Vikramankadevacharita

Codes : A BC D 

(a)  3 4 5 2  

(b) 3 4 2 5

(c) 5 3 4 1  

(d) 1 3 5 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Varahamihira, an Indian philosopher and 
astronomer, wrote several texts, including:

 � Brihat Samhita
 � An important Sanskrit encyclopedic text 

written in the sixth century CE. The text 
is preserved in Hindu, Jain, and Buddhist 
temples and monasteries.
Brihat Jataka :

 � One of five principal texts written by 
Varahamihira.
Panchasiddhantika :

 � One of five principal texts written by 
Varahamihira.
Laghu Jataka :

 � One of five principal texts written by 
Varahamihira.
Yogayatra :

 � One of five principal texts written by 
Varahamihira. 
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 � Varahamihira’s work progresses through 
native Indian astronomy and ends with 
two treatises on Western astronomy. The 
treatises include calculations based on 
Greek and Alexandrian reckoning and 
Ptolemaic mathematical charts and tables.
Vishakhadatta :

 � He is a playwright who wrote the plays 
Mudra-Rakshasa and Devi Chandragupta. 
Mudra-Rakshasa is about Chandragupta 
Maurya’s rise to the throne of Magadha, 
while Devi Chandragupta is about the early 
life of Chandragupta II. 

 � Mudra-Rakshasa is a Sanskrit play that 
translates to “The Signet of the Minister”. 
It is believed to have been written between 
the sixth and ninth centuries AD. The play 
is set during the Maurya Dynasty and 
focuses on historical facts. It is available 
on Kindle. Vishakhadatta also wrote 
Raghavanandanatakam.
The Indian playwright Śūdraka is credited 
with writing three Sanskrit plays:

 � Mrichchhakatika (The Little Clay Cart), 
Vinavasavadatta, and Padmaprabhritaka. 
Mrichchhakatika is a ten-act drama that is 
often considered one of the oldest Sanskrit 
dramas still in existence. The play’s central 
theme is love, which is explored in three 
different ways. The play has been translated 
into English as The Little Clay Cart by 
Arthur William Ryder in 1905 and The Toy 
Cart by Horace Hayman Wilson in 1826.

 � The play is considered a valuable source 
of inspiration and insight for modern 
literature. It explores universal aspects of 
human nature, such as love, desire, morality, 
and the complexities of relationships. It 
also offers a window into the cultural and 
societal norms of ancient India.
Bilhana :

 � A Kashmiri poet from the 11th century, 
wrote the historical works Vikramankadeva 
Charita and Karnasundari. 
Vikramankadeva Charita is a biography of 
Vikramaditya VI, the Chola King, and is 
also considered an epic.

 � Bilhana is known for his literary reputation 
and prestige, which is due to his epic 
Vikramankadevacharita.

133. Which one of the following is not a part 
of early Jaina Literature? 

(a)  Therigatha 

(b) Acarangasutra

(c) Sutrakritanga 

(d) Brihatkalpasutra

Explanation :  (A)
 � Therigatha is not a part of early Jaina 

literature. It is a Buddhist scripture, a 
collection of short poems supposedly 
recited by early members of the Buddhist 
Sangha in India around 600 BC.

 � Therigatha is considered a part of the 
Theravada Buddhist literature, not Jain 
literature. 
The Acaranga Sutra :

 � It is a religious text in Jainism. It is the first of 
the 12 Angas, which are part of the agamas, 
or religious texts. The Acaranga Sutra is 
made up of two books, with the first book 
dating from around the 5th–4th century 
BCE and the second book from around the 
late 4th–2nd century BCE. The Acaranga 
Sutra is written in Ardhamagadhi Prakrit. 

 � The Acaranga Sutra is the first text that Jain 
monks study. It describes the behavior of an 
ascetic, including their conduct, clothing, 
alms, and mode of walking and speaking. It 
also describes the penance of Lord Mahavir.
Sutrakritanga :

 � It is a book that is the second agama of the 
12 main Angas of the Jain canons. It is also 
known as the Golden Book of Jainism. 

 � Sutrakritanga is a popular guide for 
young monks. It is traditionally dated to 
the 4th-century BCE and consists of two 
parts (verse and prose) explaining various 
doctrinal aspects of Jainism. Sutrakritanga 
is also known in Prakrit as Sūyagadamga.

 � According to the Svetambara tradition, it 
was written by Gandhara Sudharmasvami 
in Ardhamagadhi Prakrit.
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Brihatkalpasutra :

 � It is a cultural study. Kalpasutra is a Jain 
text that contains biographies of the Jain 
Tirthankaras, including Parshvanatha 
and Mahavira. It is considered the most 
important canonical text in Jain literature 
for the Svetambaras, one of the two sects of 
Jainism. 

 � The Kalpasutra is traditionally ascribed to 
Bhadrabahu, which would place it in the 
4th century BCE. It was probably written 
980 or 993 years after the Nirvana (Moksha) 
of Mahavira. 

•	 The Kalpasutra is divided into three 
parts: 
1. the Kalpasutra, 

2. the Grihyasutra, and 

3. the Dharmasutra.

1998

134. Assertion (A) : According to Asokas edicts 
social harmony among the people was 
more important than religious devolion.

Reason (R) : He spread ideas of equity 
instead of promotion of religion  

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is a not a  
correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true, but R is false 

(d)  A is false, but R is true 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Both the assertion and the reason are true, 
and the reason is the correct explanation of 
the assertion. 

 � The Edicts of Ashoka are a collection of 
more than 30 inscriptions on boulders, 
cave walls, and the Pillars of Ashoka.

 � The inscriptions are attributed to Emperor 
Ashoka, who ruled the Maurya Empire 
from 268 BCE to 232 BCE. The edicts are 
located in public places and focus on social 
and moral precepts, rather than specific 
religious practices. 

 � The edicts emphasize social harmony 
by spreading ideas of equity instead of 
promoting religion. The edicts also promote 
the essentials of all religions and encourage 
religious dialogue and concord. 

 � One of the edicts states that people who 
praise their own religion and condemn 
others only harm their own religion. The 
edict concludes by admonishing people to 
listen to and respect the doctrines of others.

135. Assertion (A): The Gandhara School of art 
bears the mark of Hellenstic influence

Reason (R): Hinayana from was influenced 
by that art 

(a)  Both A and R true, and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R true, but R is not a 
correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true, but R is false 

(d)  A is false, but R is true 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The statement “The Gandhara School of 
art bears the mark of Hellenistic influence” 
is true, but the statement “Hinayana form 
was influenced by that art” is false. 

 � The Gandhara School of Art is a combination 
of Greco-Roman and Indian styles. It was 
influenced by the Indian Mathura School 
of Art, and also drew inspiration from the 
art of ancient Greece and Rome. Some say 
the Gandhara School of Art is Hellenistic, 
with features like dynamic animation, 
contracted brows, and open mouths. 

 � Hinayana Buddhism is a form of Buddhism 
that follows the core teachings of Buddha, 
and seeks individual salvation through 
meditation and consciousness. The term 
“Hīnayāna” literally means “small/deficient 
vehicle” or “small path”.

136. Which one of the following ancient 
Indian records is the earliest royal order 
to preserve foodgrains to be utilised 
during the crises in the country? 

(a)  Sohagaura Copper plate 

(b)  Rummindei pillar edict of Ashoka 
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(c)  Prayag -Prasasti 

(d)  Mehrauli Pillar inscription of chandra 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Sohagaura copper plate is the earliest 
royal order in ancient India to preserve 
foodgrains for use during crises.

 � The plate is from the Maurya period and is 
written in Brahmi script. The inscription 
records a royal order to distribute grains 
carefully, which could be due to famine. 

 � The Sohagaura copper plate inscription is 
an Indian copper plate inscription written 
in Prakrit language of Brahmi script. It 
highlights the proactive approach of the 
Gupta kings in managing food resources 
and ensuring the well-being of the people 
during challenging times.

 � It is not a Harappan site. It is an Ashokan 
era copper plate inscription written in 
Prakrit in the Brahmi script.

The Rummindei Pillar Inscription :

 � It also known as the Lumbini Pillar Edict, 
is a famous edict written by Ashoka in 
Lumbini, Nepal. The inscription describes 
Ashoka’s visit to Lumbini, the birthplace 
of Gautama Buddha, in the 21st year of his 
reign. The inscription also mentions that 
Ashoka exempted Lumbini from paying 
any further taxes and reduced the taxes of 
the people living in the area. 

 � The Rummindei Edict is one of the Minor 
Pillar Edicts of Ashoka. It also marks the 
first time in historical records that Ashoka 
uses the epithet “Sakyamuni” (Sage of the 
Shakyas) to describe the historical Buddha. 

 � Ashoka’s pillars were often hundreds of 
miles apart and could weigh up to 50 tons 
each.

 � The Mughal Empire founders later moved 
several of the pillars, removing the animal 
capitals.

Mehrauli iron pillar inscription :

 � It is from the Gupta period and describes the 
authority of Chandragupta Vikramaditya 
over northwest India. The inscription is 
generally agreed to refer to the Gupta 

emperor Chandragupta II (375-413 AD). 
 � The inscription describes a king named 

Chandra as a devotee of the god Vishnu. 
It also records the erection of a pillar of 
Vishnu on a hill called Vishnupad, which 
means “hill of the footprint of Vishnu”. 

 � The inscription states that the southern 
ocean is “perfumed by the breezes” of 
Chandra’s prowess. This may be a reference 
to Chandragupta’s extension of the Gupta 
rule to the Arabian Sea after his conquest of 
the Western Kshatrapa territory. 

 � The inscription also describes a king 
named Chandra “on whose arm fame was 
inscribed by the sword”. 

 � The iron pillar is 23 feet 8 inches (7.2 
meters) high and 16 inches in diameter. 
It is made of 98% wrought iron and has 
remained rust-free for a long time due to its 
high phosphorus content and lack of sulfur 
and magnesium.

137. Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched ? 

1. Lothal : Ancient dockyard 

2.  Sarnath : First sermon of Buddha

3.  Rajgir : Lion capital of Asoka

4.  Nalanda : Great seat of Buddhist 
learning 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below

Codes :

(a)  1, 2, 3 and 4 

(b)  3 and 4 

(c)  1,2,and 4 

(d)  1 and 2

Explanation :  (C)

Here are some correct matches:

1.  Sarnath: The first sermon of Buddha

2.  Nalanda: Great seat of Buddhist 
learning

3.  Lothal: Ancient dockyard 
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Here’s some more information about 
these matches:

1.  Sarnath: In 528 BCE, Gautama Bud-
dha delivered his first sermon at Sar-
nath, near the confluence of the Gan-
ges and Varuna rivers. The Buddha 
mentioned Sarnath as one of four 
pilgrimage sites for his followers. The 
Lion Capital of Ashoka, which com-
memorates the first sermon, is lo-
cated at Sarnath. The capital features 
four Asiatic lions seated back to back, 
and is considered one of the finest ex-
amples of Mauryan period sculpture. 
After independence, the capital was 
adopted as the National Emblem of 
India.

2.  Lothal: Lothal is an ancient Indus site 
in Gujarat on the Gulf of Combay. 
The National Institute of Oceanogra-
phy discovered marine microfossils 
and salt and gypsum crystals in the 
structure, indicating that it was once 
a dockyard.

3.  Nalanda: A great seat of Buddhist 
learning

Rajgir :
 � It is a city in India that is known for being the 

first capital of the Magadha kingdom. The 
Magadha kingdom eventually became the 
Mauryan Empire. Rajgir is also mentioned 
in the Mahabharata, India’s most famous 
literary epic. 

 � Rajgir is also important in Hindu, Buddhist, 
and Jain scriptures. It was the capital of 
the Haryanka, Pradyota, and Brihadratha 
dynasties, as well as the Mauryan Empire. 

 � Rajgir is also the location of the ancient 
university of Nalanda.

 � The Rajgir Hills are a historical and 
religious center for Hindus, Buddhists, and 
Jains. The hills include the ruins of a jail 
where Bimbisara was murdered by his son 
Ajatashatru.

138. The consept of Eight- fold path forms the 
theme of 

(a)  Dipavamsa 

(b) Divyavadana 

(c)  Mahaparinibban Sutta

(d)  Dharma Chakara Pravartana Sutta 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The concept of the Eightfold Path is the 
theme of the Dharma Chakara Pravartana 
Sutta. The Eightfold Path is a central 
concept in Buddhism and a core teaching 
of the Buddha. It is a path that leads to the 
cessation of suffering and the attainment of 
enlightenment. 

 � The idea of the Eightfold Path appears 
in what is regarded as the first sermon 
of the founder of Buddhism, Siddhartha 
Gautama, known as the Buddha.

 � In Buddhist symbolism, the Noble Eightfold 
Path is often represented by means of the 
Dharma wheel (dharmachakra), in which 
its eight spokes represent the eight elements 
of the path. 

 � The Eightfold Path contains the famous 
“Pancha-Sila” – the five vows for desisting 
from killing, stealing, sensuality, lying, and 
intoxication.

The Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa :

 � They are Sri Lankan Buddhist works written 
in Pali. Both works provide historical and 
mythical accounts of the Buddha’s life, 
Buddhist Councils, Asoka, and the arrival 
of Buddhism to Sri Lanka. 

 � The Dipavamsa is the oldest extant 
historical record of Sri Lanka, compiled in 
the 4th century. It is considered to be one 
of the main sources for the later and more 
comprehensive historical chronicle, the 
Mahavamsa. The Mahavamsa is considered 
to be the oldest and longest chronicle in the 
world. While portions of the poem may 
be considered more rooted in folklore and 
myth, there is also factual information. 

 � The Dipavamsa is believed to have been the 
first Pali text composed entirely in Ceylon. 
A subsequent work sometimes known as 
Culavamsa extends the Mahavamsa to cover 
the period from the reign of Mahasena of 
Anuradhapura (277–304 CE) until 1815.
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The Divyāvadāna :

 � It is a Sanskrit anthology of Buddhist 
narratives. The title translates to “Divine 
or “Heavenly Stories/Exploits/Narratives”. 
The anthology contains 36 Buddhist 
avadānas (narratives) and two sūtras. The 
stories celebrate the lives of exemplary 
figures in Buddhist history. The anthology 
also authenticates local dharma traditions 
and dramatizes the importance of moral 
discipline, karma (action), and dĀna 
(giving). 

 � The Divyāvadāna may date back to the 2nd 
century CE. Many of the tales originate in 
Mūlasarvāstivādin vinaya texts. The stories 
express the moral and ethical impulses of 
Indian Buddhist thought. 

 � The Divyāvadāna is a Buddhist work from 
Nepal. The title is a Sanskrit compound 
consisting of the terms divya and avadāna.

The Mahaparinibbana Sutta :

 � It is a Buddhist scripture that describes 
the Buddha’s final year, his death, and his 
activities and teachings. It is the 16th and 
longest discourse in the Collection of Long 
Discourses (Dīgha Nikāya) of the Pāli 
Canon. 

 � The Mahaparinibbana Sutta translates to 
“Discourse on the Great Final Extinction”. 
It is considered one of the oldest texts 
in the canon, though it contains later 
interpolations. 

 � The Mahaparinibbana Sutta is a rich source 
of details about the Buddha as a person, 
and how the Buddhist community coped 
with his passing.

139. The given map relates to 

(a)  Kaniska at the times of his death 

(b) Samudragupta after the close if his 
south indian campaing 

(c)  Asoka towards close of his regin 

(d) Empire of thaneswar on the eve of 
harsha’s accession 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Correct Answer is (C). The given map 
is related to the reign of Ashoka towards 
end of his rule.

140. The Asokan major rock edict  which tell 
us about the sangam kingdom include 
rock edicts  

(a)  I and X 

(b)  I and XI

(c) II and XIII 

(d)  II and XIV 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Asokan major rock edicts II and XIII 
tell us about the Sangam Kingdom.

 � These edicts indicate Ashoka’s efforts to 
spread his moral and ethical teachings to 
these kingdoms and establish a righteous 
administration in the region.

 � The edicts were erected between 269 BCE 
and 233 BCE. They are instructions from 
the emperor to the public to practice the 
concept of Dhamma, which means to 
uphold the teaching of the Buddha.

The edicts were inscribed in different 
languages, including:

1.  Magadhi in Brahmi script: Used in 
the eastern part of the empire

2.  Prakrit in Kharoshti script: Used 
in the western parts of the Mauryan 
Empire

3.  Greek and Aramaic: Used in Major 
Rock Edict XIII 

The 14 major rock edicts of Ashoka are:

1.  Major Rock Edict I: Prohibits animal 
sacrifice, especially during festive 
seasons
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2.  Major Rock Edict II: Discusses 
medical treatment of humans and 
animals, planting of fruits and 
medicinal herbs, and the digging of 
wells

3.  Major Rock Edict III: Discusses 
generosity to Brahmins

4.  Major Rock Edict VI: Discusses the 
welfare and happiness of the people 

 � The Major Rock Edicts and Major Pillar 
Edicts are essentially moral and political 
in nature. They never mention the Buddha 
or explicit Buddhist teachings, but are 
preoccupied with order, proper behavior 
and non violence under the general concept 
of “Dharma”.

 � The Edicts of Ashoka are a collection of 
33 inscriptions on the Pillars of Ashoka, 
boulders, and cave walls. The inscriptions 
were dispersed throughout the country 
and represent the first tangible evidence of 
Buddhism.

141. Many of the Greeks , kushannas and 
shakas embraced Buddhism rather than 
Hinduism becuase  

(a)  Buddhism was in the ascendant at 
that time 

(b)  They had renounced the policy of war 
and voilence 

(c)  Caste- ridden Hinduism did not attact 
them 

(d)  Buddhism provided easier access to 
indian society 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Many of the Greeks, Kushanas, and Shakas 
embraced Buddhism rather than Hinduism 
because caste-ridden Hinduism did not 
attract them. 

 � Buddhism provided easier entry than 
Hinduism, which had a strict birth-related 
caste structure. These rulers embraced 
Buddhism to strengthen their dominance 
over the local people. 

 � The Kushans were great patrons of 
Buddhism and played an important role 
in the spread of Buddhism to Central Asia 
and China.

142. What is the correct chronological order 
in which the following appeared in india?  

1.  Gold coins 

2.  Punch- marked silver coins 

3.  Iron plough 

4.  Urban culture 

Select the correct answer using the 
codesgiven below 

Codes : 

(a)  3, 4, 1, 2  

(b)  3, 4, 2, 1

(c)  4, 3, 1, 2 

(d)  4, 3, 2, 1

Explanation :  (D)

The correct chronological order for the 
following to appear in India is:

1.  Urban culture

2.  Iron plough

3.  Punch-marked silver coins

4.  Gold coins 
Here’s some related information about 
these events:
Urban culture :

 � The first signs of urbanization in India 
appeared between 2500 and 2000 BCE 
during the Indus Valley Civilization. The 
civilization is thought to have started 
developing around 4500 BCE and reached 
its peak around 2500 BCE.
Iron plough :

 � The earliest known iron ploughshare is 
from Ganwaria in District Gorakhpur, 
Uttar Pradesh and dates from around 700 
BC. The Iron Age in India began over 4,000 
years ago, with the oldest Iron Age site in the 
Indian subcontinent being Mayiladumparai 
in Tamil Nadu’s Krishnagiri district.
Punch-marked silver coins :

 � Punch-marked silver coins were used 
during the Mauryan period, which started 
around 322 BCE.
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Gold coins :

 � The Indo Greeks were the first to introduce 
coins made of pure gold in India around 
200 BC. The coinage of the Indo-Greek 
kingdom began to influence coins from 
other regions of India by the 1st century 
BCE.

143. Which one the following statements 
regarding Asokan stone pillars is 
incorrect ?  

(a)  These are higly polished 

(b)  These are monolithic 

(c)  The shaft of pillars is tapering in shape 

(d)  These are parts of architectural 
structues 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The incorrect statement about Ashokan 
stone pillars is that they are parts of 
architectural structures. 

Here are some other facts about Ashokan 
stone pillars:

1.  They are highly polished

2.  They are monolithic, meaning they 
are made from a single piece of stone

3.  The shaft of the pillars is tapering in 
shape, meaning it becomes narrower 
towards the top

4.  They were erected as standalone 
pillars, often inscribed with edicts and 
messages from Emperor Ashoka

5.  They were usually made of sandstone

6.  They have four component parts in 
two pieces

7.  The pillars vary from 40 to 50 feet in 
height

8.  They are cut from two different 
types of stone—one for the shaft and 
another for the capital

9.  The purpose of the pillars was to 
spread the king’s messages to the 
common people

1999

144. The term “Aryan” denotes  

(a)  an ethnic group

(b)  a nomadic people 

(c) a speech goup

(d)  a superior race 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The term “Aryan” is a linguistic term that 
refers to a speech group of Indo-European 
origin. It is not an ethnic term. 

 � The term “Aryan” refers to the Indo-
European language family, which includes 
many languages spoken in Europe, Iran, 
and northern India.

 � The language Vedic Sanskrit is related 
to major languages of Europe and Asia. 
Scholars call this group of languages as 
Indo-European and the people speaking 
these languages as Indo-Europeans or 
Indo-Aryans. 

 � In the 19th century, “Aryan” was used as a 
synonym for “Indo-European”.

145. From the third century AD when the hun 
invansion ended the roman Empire the 
indian merchants relied more and more 
on the 

(a)  African trade 

(b)  West European trade 

(c)  South East Asian trade 

(d)  Middle Eastern trade 

Explanation :  (C)

 � From the third century AD, when the Hun 
invasion ended the Roman Empire, Indian 
merchants relied more on South-East Asian 
trade. 

 � The decline of the Roman Empire and the 
disruption caused by invasions in Europe 
shifted the focus of trade towards the 
Indian Ocean. 

 � Roman trade with India is documented by 
numerous finds of Roman coins along the 
Indian coast and by other objects along the 
overland routes. For the Romans, spices 



PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ANCIENT HISTORY

Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official68Download 
Our App

may well have been even more important 
than silk, and the major source of the spices 
was South and Southeast Asia.

146. Which one of the following ports handled 
the north indian trade during the Gupta 
period? 

(a)  Tamralipti 

(b)  Broch

(c)  Kalya  

(d)  Cambray

Explanation :  (A)

 � Tamralipti was the port that handled north 
Indian trade during the Gupta period. 

 � Tamralipti was a major port and trade 
center during the Gupta period. It was 
located at the mouth of the Ganges River, 
making it easily accessible for traders from 
North India. 

 � Tamralipti was the capital of the Suhma 
Kingdom and the main emporium 
during the Gupta dynasty. It was a point 
of departure for trade with Ceylon, Java, 
China, and the west. It was also linked 
by roads with major cities of the time, 
including Rajagriha, Shravasti, Pataliputra, 
Varanasi, Champa, Kaushambi, and Taxila. 

 � Tamralipti was also a prominent port of 
the Kalinga kingdom and played a role in 
spreading Buddhism to Southeast Asia.

 � Some historians speculate that Asoka 
invaded Kalinga to gain access to the rich 
ports on the eastern coast, like Tamralipti.

147. Which one of the following was initially 
the most powerful city state of india in 
the 6 century B.C.?  

(a) Gandhar

(b) Kamboj

(c)  Kashi 

(d)  Magadh 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Magadha was the most powerful city-state 
in India in the 6th century BC. 

 � Magadha was an ancient Indian kingdom 
located in what is now west-central 
Bihar state. It was one of the sixteen 
Mahajanapadas, or “Great Countries” of 
ancient India. The kingdom was the center 
of several larger kingdoms and empires 
from the 6th century BC to the 8th century 
CE. 

 � Magadha’s power and prosperity came from 
its productive agriculture, which was made 
possible by the presence of the Ganges and 
its tributaries. The kingdom also benefited 
from its strategic position. 

 � The first ruler of Magadha was Bimbisara, 
who ruled from 543–492 BC. He 
established the state by uniting several 
tribes and territories, and expanded his 
empire through marriage alliances.

148. The following persons came to india at 
one time or another :  

1.  Fa-Hien   

2. I- Tsing 

3.  Megasthenese  

4.  Hieun Tsang 

The correct chronological sequence of 
their visits is: 
(a)  3,1,2,4 
(b)  3,1,4,2
(c)  1,3,2,4  
(d)  1,3,4,2,

Explanation : (B)

 � Megasthenes was a Greek historian who 
came to India in the fourth century BC 
as a representative or ambassador of 
Seleucus Nicator. He lived in the court of 
Chandragupta Maurya for about five years 
(302- 298 BC).

 � Megasthenes has written an account of 
India and also that of Chandragupta’s reign 
in his book entitled “INDIKA”.

 � Fa-Hien (also Faxian, Fa-hsien) is the 
famous Chinese pilgrim who visited India 
during the rule of Chandra Gupta II in 414 
CE Hiuen Tsang (also Xuanzang Hsuan 
Isang) was the celebrated Chinese traveler 
who visited India in Ancient Times.
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 � His visit to India was an important event 
of the reign of Harshavardhana. I-Tsing 
visited india after Harsha period during 8th 
Century AD

149. The Indo-greek kingdom set up in north 
Afghanistan in the beginning of the 
second century BC was 

(a)  Bactria

(b)  Scythia 

(c) Zedrasia 

(d)  Aria 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Indo-Greek kingdom set up in north 
Afghanistan in the beginning of the second 
century BC was Bactria. The Bactria 
region extended between the Hindu Kush 
mountain range and the Amu Darya river, 
which is recognized as the modern-day 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan. 

 � The Indo-Greeks were also called Bactrians. 
The Indo-Greeks left a lasting impact on 
Indian culture through art and Buddhism. 
The cultural legacy of the Indo-Greeks in 
terms of art and architecture had a lasting 
impact on subsequent Indian culture. 

 � The Indo-Greek rulers were the first 
rulers to issue gold coins. They influenced 
the Indian Science and astronomy. The 
Gandhara School of Art was developed 
under Indo-Greeks.
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150. Assertion (A): The Aham and Puram 
poems of the Padinen Kilukanakku group 
formed a continution of the sangam 
composition 

Reason (R) :They were included under The 
Post Sangam works As Aganst the sangam 
works prope. 

(a)  Both A and R are true,and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, But R is not a 
correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true,but R is false
(d)  A is false, but R is true

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Aham and Puram poems of the Padinen 
Kilukanakku group were composed in 
the post-Sangam period, which is why 
they are considered a continuation of the 
Sangam composition. The Kilukanakku is 
a collection of 18 minor groups of didactic 
works from the Sangam period, including 
Tirukurral and Naladiyar. 

 � The Sangam literature is a collection of 
poems written by Tamils from diverse 
social backgrounds over six centuries, from 
around 300 BC to 300 AD. The literature is 
divided into two types: 
1) Akam and 

2) Puram. 
•	 Akam poetry is about romantic love, 

sexual connection, and sensuality. 
•	 Puram poetry is about war.

151. Assertion (A): The origin of feudal system 
in ancient india can be traced to military 
campaings 

Reason (R): There was considerable  
expansion of of the feudal system during 
the gupta period.  

(a) Both A and R are true and R is   correct 
explanation  of A 

(b)  Both  A and R are true,but R is not a 
correct explanation of A 

(c) A is true , but R is fals 

(d) A is false, but R is true

Explanation :  (D)

The feudal system :
 � A hierarchical system of land-use and 

protection that originated in ancient India 
due to military campaigns. It is a political 
system that distributes and balances 
power between the king and nobles. It is 
also a way of structuring society around 
relationships derived from the holding of 
land in exchange for service or labor.

The Gupta period :

 � The Gupta Empire was an ancient Hindu 
empire that existed from the early 4th 
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century CE to early 6th century CE. Some 
historians consider this period the Golden 
Age of India. The Gupta age is known for 
many achievements in the fields of arts, 
science, and literature.

152. Assertion (A) : The emaphasis of jainsm 
on nonviolence (ahimsa) prevented 
agriculturalists from embransing jainism.

Reason (R) : Cultivation involved killing of 
inserc and pests  

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is not 
correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true, but R is false.

(d)  A is false, but R is false 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The statement “The emphasis of Jainism 
on non-violence (ahimsa) prevented 
agriculturalists from embracing Jainism” 
is correct. The reason given, “Cultivation 
involved killing of insects and pests”, is also 
correct and explains the assertion. 

 � Ahimsa is a central Jain teaching that 
means not hurting or killing living beings. 
Jains believe that the only way to save one’s 
soul is to protect every other soul.

153. Which one of the following dynasties 
was ruling over north india at the time of 
alexander’s invasion? 

(a)  Nanda 

(b)  Maurya 

(c)  Sunga 

(d)  Kanva

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Nanda dynasty was ruling over North 
India when Alexander the Great invaded 
India in 326 BC. The ruler at the time was 
Dhana Nanda, the last ruler of the Nanda 
dynasty. 

 � The Nandas were a wealthy and powerful 
dynasty that ruled India from 364–321 BC. 
They preceded the Maurya dynasty.

154. Assertion (A) : Ashoka annexed kalina to 
the Maurya Empire 

Reason (R) : kalinga controlled the land 
and sea routes to south india  

a) Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A 

b)  Both A and R true, but R is not a 
correct explanation of A 

c)  A is true, but R is false 

d)  Ais false, but R is true 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The statement “Ashoka annexed Kalinga to 
the Mauryan Empire” is true. The reason 
(R) provided is that Kalinga controlled the 
land and sea routes to South India. 

 � Ashoka annexed Kalinga to the Mauryan 
Empire in 261 BC. The Kalinga War was 
one of the largest and deadliest battles in 
Indian history. The war greatly affected 
Ashoka and led him to adopt Buddhism 
and the principle of non-violence. 

 � The Mauryan Empire was the first pan-
Indian empire, covering most of the Indian 
region from 321 B.C.E. to 185 B.C.E. . The 
empire’s military force included 600,000 
infantry, 30,000 cavalry, and 9,000 war 
elephants.

155. The practice of militry governorship was 
first introduced in india by the 

(a)  Greeks 

(b)  Shakas 

(c)  Parthians 

(d)  Mughals 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Greeks first introduced the practice of 
military governorship in India. The Greeks, 
specifically Alexander the Great, invaded 
the northwestern parts of the Indian 
subcontinent in the 4th century BCE. 

 � The Indo-Greeks also introduced the 
practice of military governorship, and the 
governors were called strategos or satraps. 
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 � The Saka dynasty introduced the Satrapa 
system in the administration. Under this 
system, the kingdom was divided into 
provinces, each under a military governor 
called “Mahakshatrapa” (Great Satrap).
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156. Assertion (A) : Harshvardhana covenced 
the Prayag Assembly 

Reason (R): He wanted to populerise only 
the Mahayana from of buddhism 

(a)  Both A and R  are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are individually true, R 
is NOT a correct explanation of A

(c)  A is True But R is false

(d)  A is False, But R is True 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Both the assertion and reason are correct, 
but the reason is not the correct explanation 
for the assertion. 

 � Harshavardhana, an Indian emperor 
who ruled North India from 606 to 647 
CE, convened the Prayag Assembly to 
popularize himself. The assembly was 
a universal assembly for offering royal 
charities to all classes of people. It was held 
once every five years and was a symbol of 
the king’s wealth, prosperity, and charity. 

 � In 643 AD, Harshavardhana convened a 
religious assembly in Kannauj to honor 
the Chinese pilgrim Hieun Tsang and 
popularize the Mahayana sect of Buddhism. 
The assembly highlighted Buddha’s 
teachings. 

 � Mahayana Buddhism originated in India 
between 150 BCE and 100 CE and spread 
throughout Asia. It came about with the 
introduction of new sutras, or authoritative 
teachings of the Buddha.

157. Which one of the following animals 
was NOT represented on the seals and 
terracotta art of the Harappan culture? 

(a)  Cow 

(b)  Elephant 

(c)  Rhinoceros 

(d)  Tiger

Explanation :  (A)

 � The cow is not represented on the seals and 
terracotta art of the Harappan culture. 

 � The Harappan culture, also known as the 
Indus Valley Civilization, is known to 
have depicted other animals on their seals 
and terracotta art, including elephants, 
rhinoceroses, and tigers..
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158. Match List I (Ancient Site)with the II(Ar-

chaeological findig)and select the correct 
answer using the codes given below this 
list:  

List 1

(Ancient Site)

List II

(Archaeological 

Findigs)
A. Lothal 1.  Ploughed Field
B.Kalibangan 2. Dockyard 
C.Dholavira 3. Terracotta replica of a 

plough
D.Banawali 4. An Inscription comprising 

ten large sized sings of the 
happen Script

Codes: A B C D 

(a)  1 2 3 4 

(b) 2 1 4 3

(c) 1 2 4 3   

(d) 2 1 3 4

Explanation :  (B)

•	 Lothal : Dockyard
•	 Kalibangan : Ploughed Field
•	 Dholavira : An Inscription Comprising ten 

large sized sings of the happen Script
•	 Banawali : Terracotta replica of a plough

The Correct Answer is (B).

159. The ancient Indian Play Mudrarakshasa 
of Visakhadutt has its subject on  

(a)  A conflict between gods and demons 
of ancient Hindu lore
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(b) A romantic story of an Aryan Prince 
and a tribal woman

(c)  The story of the power struggle 
between two aryan tribes 

(d)  The court intrigues at the time of 
Chandragupta Maurya

Explanation :  (D)

 � Mudrarakshasa is a historical play in 
Sanskrit by Vishakhadatta that narrates the 
ascent of the king Chandragupta Maurya to 
power in India.

 � The historical authenticity of the 
Mudrarakshasa is somewhat supported by 
the description of this period of history in 
Classical

•	 Hellenistic sources: the violent rule of the 
Nanda, the usurpation of Chandragupta, 
the formation of the Maurya Empire, and 
the various battles with the kingdoms of 
the Northwest resulting from the conquests 
of Alexander the Great.

 � The title Mudrarakshasa refers to the signet 
ring of Rakshasa which was stolen by 
Chanakya’s spy.

 � Chanakya was reportedly the chief minister 
to the

 � Chandragupta Maurya.
 � The Mudrarakshasa is written in Sanskrit 

language.

160. In ancient Indian Buddhist Monasteries 
a ceremony called Pavarana used to be 
held. It was the  

a) Occasion to  elect the 
Sanghaparinayaka and two speakers 
one on Dhamma and the other on 
Vinya 

b)  Confession by monks of there offences 
commited their stay in the monsteries 
during the rainy season 

c)  Ceremony of initiation of new person 
into the buddhist Sangha in which the 
head is shaved an when yellow robes 
are offered 

d) Gathering Of Buddhist Monks on 
the next day to the fool moon day of 

Ashadha when they take up affixed 
abode the next four month on rainy 
seasons 

Explanation :  (B)

 � In ancient Indian Buddhist monasteries, 
the Pavarana ceremony was a day for 
monks to confess their offenses committed 
during the rainy season. 

 � Pavarana is a Buddhist holy day celebrated 
on the full moon of the 11th month. It 
marks the end of the month of Vassa, 
also known as “Buddhist Lent”. On this 
day, each monk must come before the 
community of monks and atone for any 
offenses committed during the Vassa. 

 � During the rainy season, monks who 
are usually mendicant wanderers gather 
in monasteries for study and religious 
discourse.
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161. Emperor Harsha sothward march was 
stopped on the narmada river by: 

(a) Pulakesin I 
(b)  Pulakesin II
(c) Vikramaditya I 
(d)  Vikramaditya II

Explanation :  (B)

 � Emperor Harsha’s southward march was 
stopped on the Narmada river by Pulakesin 
II, a Chalukya king from northern Mysore. 

 � Pulakesin II was a powerful ruler from the 
7th century who successfully defended his 
kingdom against Harsha’s invasion. 

 � Emperor Harsha was a powerful ruler in 
North India during the 7th century. He 
tried to expand his empire to the south, 
but his march was stopped at the Narmada 
river.
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162. Consider the following statements: 

1. The last Mauryan ruler, Brihadratha 
was assassinated by his commander 
in chief Pushyamitra Sunga 
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2. The Last Sunga King,Devabhuti was 
assassinated by his Brahmana minister 
Vasudeva Kanva who usurped the 
throne 

3. The last ruler of the Kanva dynasty 
was deposed by the Andhras 

Whitch of this statement is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2

(b)  only 2

(c) only 3

(d)  1,2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � All  statements  are  correct. The  
last  Mauryan ruler, Brihadratha was 
assassinated by his commander-in-chief, 
Pushyamitra Sunga in 185 BC.

 � The last ruler of Kanva dynasty, Susharma 
was deposed by the Andhras and Satavahana 
dynasty came into being.

163. Consider the following statement: 

1.  Vardhamana Mahavira”s mother 
was the daughter of Lichchavi chief 
Chetaka

2.  Guatama Budha’s mother was princess 
from the Koshalan Dynasty

3. Parshvanatha the twenty third 
Tirthankara belonged to banaras

Which of these statements is/are correct?

(a) only 1

(b) only 2

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1,2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � Vardhamana Mahavira’s mother, Trishala, 
was the sister of Lichchhavi chief Chetaka. 

 � Vardhamana Mahavira, the 24th 
Tirthankara of Jainism, was born in 599 
BCE at Kundagrama near Vaishali. His 
father was Siddhartha, the head of the 
Jnatrika clan. 

 � Gautama Buddha’s mother, Queen Maya, 
was from the Koliyan dynasty, not the 
Kosha-lan dynasty. The Koliyan and 
Shakya dynasties ruled in Nepal. Queen 
Maya was married to the Shakya dynasty 
king Shuddhodana. 

 � Gautama Buddha, also known as 
Siddhartha, was born around 563/480 
BCE into a royal family in Nepal. He is the 
founder of Buddhism.

 � Parshvanatha, the twenty - third 
Tirthankara, is associated with Banaras.
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164. Consider The Following Statment: 

1. The Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien attended 
the fourth great Buddhist Council 
held by Kanishka.

2. The Chinese Pilgrim Hiuen Tsang 
met Harsha And Found Him to Be 
antagonistic to Buddhism 

Which of the statement given above is/are 
correct?

(a) 1 only

(b)  2 only

(c)  Both 1 and 2 

(d)  Niether 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � There’s no evidence that the Chinese 
pilgrim Fa-Hien attended the fourth Great 
Buddhist Council held by Kanishka. 

 � Fa-Hien visited India in the 5th century CE 
and recorded his observations in his travel 
accounts.

 � The fourth Buddhist Council was held in 
Kashmir during the reign of Kanishka, 
under the presidency of Vasumitra and 
Ashvaghosh. Fa-Hien visited India during 
the reign of Chandra Gupta-II. 

 � Buddhist councils are gatherings of 
Buddhist monastic communities that 
periodically convene to settle disputes and 
revise the Buddhist canons.

 � The fourth Buddhist Council was held in 
the first century AD. The main goal of this 
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gathering was to recite all of the Gautama 
Buddha’s teachings and analyze them to see 
if any had been changed, misinterpreted, or 
omitted.

 � Hiuen Tsang (Xuanzang) was impressed by 
King Harsha’s support for scholarship and 
patronage of Buddhism. Hiuen Tsang also 
stated that he met many rulers who were 
indifferent or hostile to Buddhism, but 
King Harsha was an exception. 

 � Harsha was a worshiper of Shiva who later 
became a Mahayana Buddhist. He was 
tolerant of other faiths and arranged a 
great assembly at Kanyakubja to popularize 
and propagate the doctrines of Mahayana 
Buddhism. Hiuen Tsang presided over this 
assembly. 

 � Harsha was one of the most prominent 
Indian emperors in the 7th century AD. 
He built a large empire that extended 
from north and northwestern India to the 
Narmada in the south.

165. whitch one of the following four vedas 
contains an account of magical charms 
and spells? 

(a)  Rig-veda  

(b)  Yajur-veda

(c)  Atharva Veda 

(d)  Sama-veda

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Atharva Veda contains magical charms 
and spells. It is also known as the “veda of 
magical formulas”. 

 � The Atharva Veda is a collection of hymns, 
prayers, charms, and spells from the Vedic 
era. It is divided into 20 books, and books 
1–7 contain magical prayers for specific 
purposes.

These include:

 � Spells for long life, Cures, Curses, Love 
charms, Prayers for prosperity, Charms for 
kingship and Brahmanhood, Expiations for 
evil actions.

 � The Atharva Veda also contains charms 
against possession by demons of disease, 
and charms for driving away demons. It 

also contains charms meant to protect a 
person against malicious adversaries, such 
as sorcerers, and “enemies thwarting holy 
work”. 

 � The Atharva Veda is an ancient Hindu 
scripture written in Vedic Sanskrit around 
1200–900 BCE. It is a collection of 20 
books, with a total of 730 hymns of about 
6,000 stanzas. 

Here are some other Vedas:

1.  Rig Veda: Rituals for the yajnas

2.  Sama Veda: Praise of gods

3.  Yajur Veda: Charms and spells to 
ward off evil spirits

166. With referance to ancient Jainism, Which 
one of the following statement is correct? 

(a) Jainism Was Spread in south india 
under the leadership of Sthalabahu

(b) The Jainas who remained under the 
leadership of Bhadrabahu were called 
Shvetambars after the council held at 
Pataliputra 

(c) Jainism employed the patronage of 
the kalinga king kharavela in the first 
century BC 

(d)  In the Initial stage of jainas worshiped  
images unlike Buddhists kharavela is 
belived to be a follower of jainsm

Explanation :  (C)
 � Jainism spread in South India under the 

leadership of Bhadrabahu, not Sthulabahu. 
 � Bhadrabahu was a Jain monk and scholar 

who lived in the court of Chandragupta 
Maurya. He is believed to have migrated to 
South India around 300 BCE with a group 
of Jain monks. 

 � A 12-year famine in Magadha led to the 
spread of Jainism in South India. Many Jains 
went to South India under Bhadrabahu’s 
leadership to protect themselves. 

 � Bhadrabahu is credited with spreading 
Jainism in Karnataka, especially in the 
court of Chandragupta Maurya.

 � Chandragupta Maurya became a Jain 
ascetic and spent the last years of his life in 
Karnataka.
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 � The Jainas who remained under the 
leadership of Bhadrabahu were called 
Shvetambaras after the council held at 
Pataliputra. 

•	 Jainism has two main variants: 
1. Digambar (the naked) and 

2. Shvetambara (wearers of white 
cloths). The monks and nuns of the 
Shvetambara sect wear simple white 
garments.

 � This is in contrast to the practice followed 
by the parallel sect, the Digambara (“Sky-
clad”), which does not. 

 � The Jainas who went to south during 
the great famine began to be called as 
digambaras. And those who stayed 
back in Magadha began to be called as 
shvetambaras.

 � Jainism enjoyed the patronage of the 
Kalinga king Kharavela in the first century 
BC. 

 � Kharavela was a king of the 
Mahameghavahana dynasty of Kalinga, 
which is now Odisha.

 � He reigned in the second century BC and 
became a patron of Jainism from the start of 
his rule. Kharavela is known for supporting 
various religious orders, including Jainism. 

 � Jainism spread to Kalinga in Orissa in the 
fourth century BC. In the second and first 
centuries BC, it also reached the southern 
districts of Tamil Nadu.
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167. Who among the following was not a 
contemporary of the other three  

(a) Bimbsara 

(b)  Gautama Buddha

(c)  Milinda

(d)  Prasenjit

Explanation :  (C)

 � Milinda was not a contemporary of 
Bimbisara, Gautama Buddha, and Prasenjit. 

Here’s some related information about 
these historical figures:

Bimbisara :

 � A king of Magadha who lived during the 
6th and early 5th centuries BCE.

Gautama Buddha :

 � The founder of Buddhism who lived during 
the 6th and early 5th centuries BCE.

Prasenjit :

 � A king of the Kosala kingdom who lived 
during the 6th and early 5th centuries BCE.

Milinda :

 � Also known as Menander I, he was a ruler 
of the Indo-Greek Kingdom who lived 
during the 2nd century BCE.

2006

168. With refernce to the invaders in ancient 
India,whitch one of the following is the 
correct chronological order? 

(a)  Greeks - sakas - kushans 

(b)  Greeks -kushans - Sakas

(c) Sakas - Greeks - Kushans

(d) Sakas - kushans - Greeks 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Greeks, Sakas, and Kushans were all 
invaders of ancient India. The Greeks were 
the first to invade, followed by the Sakas, 
and then the Kushans. 

 � The Greeks began invading India in 327–
326 BCE, starting with Alexander the 
Great. The Indo-Greek dynasty ruled from 
180–55 BCE. The Sakas, also known as 
the Indo-Scythians, conquered northwest 
India in the first century BCE. 

 � The Sakas were a nomadic tribe from 
central Asia who were driven from their 
homes by the Yueh-Chi tribe around 165 
BCE. 

 � The Indo-Greeks, Sakas, and Kushans all 
influenced ancient India’s society, religion, 
art, literature, and governance.

169. Who among the following laid the 
foundation of rashtrakuta empire 
(a)  Amoghavarsha I

(b)  Dantidurga
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(c)  Dhruva 

(d)  Krishna I

Explanation :  (B)

 � Dantidurga (735–756 CE) founded the 
Rashtrakuta Empire in 753 CE. Dantidurga 
was also known as Dantivarman or 
Dantidurga II. He was a feudatory of the 
Chalukyas and made Manyakheta his 
capital. 

 � According to the Ellora record, Dantidurga 
defeated the Chalukyas in 753 and took 
the titles Rajadhiraja and Parameshvara. 
He also attacked Kanchi, the capital of 
the Pallavas, and formed an alliance with 
Nandivarman Pallavamalla. 

 � The Rashtrakutas ruled from 750–900 CE, 
and the Rashtrakuta Emperors ruled from 
753–982 CE.
Amoghavarsha I (800–878 CE) :

 � He was a famous king of the Rashtrakuta 
dynasty. He is considered the greatest 
emperor of the dynasty and one of the 
most notable monarchs of Ancient India. 
His reign of 64 years is one of the longest 
precisely dated monarchical reigns on 
record. 

 � Amoghavarsha was an accomplished 
scholar in Kannada and Sanskrit. His 
Kavirajamarga is considered an important 
landmark in Kannada poetics and 
Prashnottara Ratnamalika in Sanskrit 
is a writing of high merit and was later 
translated into the Tibetan language. 

 � Amoghavarsha was a patron of the Jains 
and liberally patronized the Digambara 
sect of Jains. Writings such as Gunabhadra’s 
Mahapurana, Prashnottara Ratna Malika, 
and Mahaviracharya’s Ganita sara sangraha 
show that Amoghavarsha I practiced 
Jainism in his old age. 

 � Amoghavarsha also respected Muslims and 
allowed mosques to be built in his cities. 
Historian Panchamukhi has compared him 
to the emperor Ashoka and given him the 
honorific “Ashoka of the South” because of 
his religious temperament, interest in the 
fine arts and literature, and peace-loving 
nature. 

 � Amoghavarsha founded the city of 
Manyakheta in the 9th century, which 
became the capital of the dynasty.

170. Consider the following statement: 

1. The ikshvaku rulers of southern india 
were antagonistic towords Buddhism

2. The Pala Rulers Of Eastern india were 
patrons of buddhism

Which of the statement given above is/are 
correct?

(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only
(c)  Both 1 and 2  
(d)  Neither1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Ikshvaku rulers of southern India  
were not antagonistic towards Buddhism. 
In fact, historical evidence shows that 
they were supporters of Buddhism. The 
Ikshvaku kingdom, also known as the 
Andhra Ikshvakus, flourished from 220–
320 CE.

 � The Ikshvaku rulers were Shaivites who 
practiced Vedic rituals, but Buddhism 
also thrived during their reign. Many 
inscriptions from the Andhra Ikshvaku 
period record the construction of Buddhist 
viharas or gifts made to them. 

 � The Ikshvaku rulers also patronized 
Brahminism and older folk religions. Their 
capital city, Vijayapuri, had at least 18 
Brahminical temples. 

 � Pala rulers of Eastern India were patrons 
of Mahayana Buddhism. The Pala period, 
which lasted from the 8th to the 12th 
centuries, was a significant phase in the 
development of Buddhism in India. 

 � The Palas supported Buddhism and 
missionaries from their kingdom 
established Buddhism in Tibet. The Pala 
period saw a resurgence and growth of 
Buddhism under the Pala dynasty. 

 � According to contemporary accounts, the 
Pala rulers of Eastern India were patrons 
of Buddhism. The Palas also recruited 
mercenary soldiers from a number of 
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kingdoms, including Malava, Khasa, Huna, 
Kulika, Kanrata, Lata, Odra, and Manahali. 

 � The first Pala king and founder of the 
dynasty was Gopala, who reigned from 
750–770 AD. The most powerful ruler of the 
Pala Empire was Devapala, who succeeded 
his father Dharmapala in the 9th century.

 � Devapala expanded the empire by 
conquering present-day Assam and Orissa.

2009

171. Mahamastakabhisheka, a great religious 
event is associated with and done for 
whom of the following  

(a)  Bahubali 

(b)  Buddha

(c) Mahavir 

(d)  Nataraja

Explanation :  (A)

 � Mahamastakabhisheka is a Jain festival that 
involves the anointing of a statue of Lord 
Bahubali with sacred liquids. The ceremony 
is held every 12 years and is a central part of 
the Jain tradition. 

 � The ceremony is associated with Lord 
Bahubali, a revered figure in Jainism 
who gave up his princely status to pursue 
spiritual enlightenment. The statue is a 
symbol of peace, non-violence, and the 
pursuit of spiritual liberation. 

•	 The word “Mahamastakabhisheka” is a 
combination of three words: 
1. “Maha” (great), 

2. “Masthaka” (head), and

3. “Abhisheka” (anointing). 
 � The ceremony is called Maha 

mastakabhisheka, not Masthakabhisheka, 
unlike other idols. 

 � The ceremony is held in Shravanabelagola, 
Karnataka, India, and involves the 
17.4-meter high monolithic statue of the 
Siddha Bahubali. The last ceremony was in 
February 2018, and the next will be in 2030.

172. Anekantavada is a core theory and 
philophy of which one of the following? 

(a) Buddhism 

(b) Janism 

(c)  Sikhism 

(d)  Vaishnavism

Explanation :  (B)

 � Anekantavada is a core theory and 
philosophy of Jainism. 

 � Anekantavada is a Jain doctrine that 
originated in ancient India.

 � It states that reality and truth are complex 
and have multiple aspects. The doctrine 
advocates for the principles of multiplicity 
and relativity of truth. This means that 
it accepts multiple perspectives as valid, 
rather than a single indisputable truth. 

 � Anekantavada originated from the 
teachings of Mahāvīra, the 24th Jain 
Tīrthankara. The details of the doctrine 
emerged in the 1st millennium CE, from 
debates between scholars of Jain, Buddhist, 
and Vedic schools of philosophies.

 � Buddhism is a religion and philosophical 
tradition that originated in the eastern 
Gangetic plain in the 5th century BCE. It 
is also known as Bauddha Dharma and 
Dharmavinaya.

Jainism :

 � It is also known as Jain Dharma, is an Indian 
religion that originated in the 6th century 
B.C.. Jains believe that reality is made up 
of two eternal principles: jiva (living) and 
ajiva (non-living). Jains believe that all 
things, including plants, animals, and some 
nonliving things, have souls. 

Jainism’s teachings include:

1. Right faith

2. Right knowledge

3. Right conduct, which includes five 
vows:

i. Ahimsa (non-violence)

ii. Satya (truth)
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iii. Asteya (no stealing)

iv. Aparigraha (no acquiring property)

v. Brahmacharya (abstinence) 
 � Jains practice ahimsa to avoid bad karma. 

Ahimsa includes doing no harm to humans, 
plants, animals, and nature. Jains believe 
that plants, animals, and some nonliving 
things have souls, just as humans do. 

 � Jainism’s spiritual ideas and history are 
traced through the succession of 24 
tirthankaras. A tirthankara is a saviour and 
supreme spiritual teacher of the dharma 
(righteous path). The word tirthankara 
signifies the founder of a tirtha, which 
is a fordable passage across the sea of 
interminable births and deaths, the 
samsāra. The 24th and last Tirthankara is 
Lord Mahavira, who was born in the early 
6th century BCE into a royal Jain family of 
ancient India.

Sikhism :

 � It is a monotheistic religion and philosophy 
that originated in the Punjab region of 
India in the late 15th century. It is the 
world’s fifth most popular religion and has 
over 25 million followers worldwide. 

 � Sikhism’s core message is to practice 
spiritual devotion and reverence of God 
while also practicing honesty, compassion, 
humility, and generosity in everyday life. 
Sikhs believe in equality, service to others, 
and tolerance for other religions. They also 
believe that doing good deeds is important 
for being with God after death. 

 � Sikhs are an ethnoreligious group that are 
neither Hindus nor Muslims. The term Sikh 
comes from the Sanskrit word śisya, which 
means “seeker,” “disciple,” or “student”. 
Sikhs do not have a specific day of worship, 
but Sunday is a popular day for services. 

 � Sikh scriptures are written in the 
Gurumukhi script, which is unique to 
Sikhs.

Vaishnavism :

 � It is a major Hindu denomination and a 
modern form of Hinduism. It is also known 
as Vishnuism, Vaisnava, or Vaisnavism. 

 � Vaishnavism is a tradition that worships 
Vishnu as the supreme god and his 
incarnations. Vaishnavas believe that God 
is the Supreme person, or Krishna, and that 
the ultimate reality is personal. They believe 
that by chanting God’s names, the soul can 
reawaken its original spiritual knowledge. 

 � Vaishnavism is founded around 500 
BCE and is one of the major Hindu 
denominations along with Shaivism, 
Shaktism, and Smartism. 

The three main symbols of Vaishnavism 
are:

1. Shankha: Conch

2. Chakra: Wheel of power

3. Vishnu-padam: Feet of Vishnu 
 � Vaishnava literature emerged in Sanskrit 

and vernacular writings from the 10th 
through the 16th century.

Some main writings include:

•	 Mahabharata
•	 Ramayana
•	 Bhagavad-gita
•	 Bhagavat Purana
•	 Vishnu Purana
•	 Hymns of the Alvars (Tamil poet-mys-

tics)
•	 Vedanta Sutras

2011
173. Regarding the Indus valley civilization, 

consider the following statements:  
1. It was predominantly a secular 

civilization and the religious element, 
though present, did not dominate the 
scene.

2. During this period, cotton was used 
for manufacturing textiles in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 and 2



PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ANCIENT HISTORY

Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official79Download 
Our App

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) was 
predominantly secular, with religious 
ceremonies taking place in homes, small 
temples, or in the open air. There is no 
evidence of religious dominance in any 
discovered settlement. 

 � The IVC was a Bronze Age civilization in 
the northwestern regions of South Asia, 
lasting from 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE. It 
is believed that the Harappan religious 
practices influenced later religions that 
developed in the Indian subcontinent, such 
as Jainism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. 

 � Discovery has shown that worshipping 
trees and snakes was considered sacred. 
The worshipping of the Peepal tree (Sacred 
fig) was widespread during this period.

 � The use of cotton in textiles may have 
originated in India in the fifth millennium 
BC. The Indian subcontinent was a major 
cotton textile manufacturer before 1800, 
supplying most of the continent’s market. 

 � India held a global monopoly on the 
manufacturing of cotton textiles for about 
3,000 years, from 1500 BC to 1500 AD. 
During the middle ages, India exported 
cotton textiles to Eastern and European 
markets. 

 � The earliest surviving Indian cotton threads 
date to around 4000 BC and dyed fabrics 
from the region are documented as far back 
as 2500 BC. 

 � According to Marshall, the use of cotton for 
textiles was exclusively restricted to India 
during the Indus Valley Civilization period. 
In ancient Greece and Babylon, the name 
“India” was shorthand for “cotton”.

Indus Valley Civilization :

 � It was a Bronze Age civilization that lasted 
from 3300–1300 BCE. It was the largest of 
the four ancient civilizations, which also 
included Egypt, Mesopotamia, and China. 

 � The IVC was one of the world’s first settled 
or “urban” civilizations. It extended from 
modern-day northeast Afghanistan to 
Pakistan and northwest India.

•	 The IVC had four main settlements: 
1. Mohenjo-Daro and 

2. Harappa in Pakistan, and 

3. Lothal and 

4. Kalibangan in western India. 

The IVC made many technological 
advances, including:

1. Standardized weights and measures

2. Seal carving

3. Metallurgy with copper, bronze, lead, 
and tin

4. Fire-baked bricks 
 � The IVC declined around 1800 BCE due 

to climate change and migration. Physical 
evidence suggests climate change which 
caused flooding, drought, and famine.

Secular Civilization :

 � The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) is 
considered to be predominantly secular, 
with religious ceremonies taking place in 
homes, small temples, or in the open air. 
The religious element did not dominate the 
socio-economic conditions. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization is also known 
as the Harappan Civilization. The people of 
the Indus Valley Civilization worshipped 
Pashupati or the Proto Shiva as their chief 
deity. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization is believed 
to have influenced later religions that 
developed in the Indian subcontinent, such 
as Jainism, Buddhism, and Hinduism. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization was also 
predominantly matriarchal, with strong 
family organizations among the people. 
Social amusements included hunting wild 
animals, bullfighting, fishing, and clay 
modeling.

Textile Manufacturing :

 � The Indus Valley Civilization, which 
flourished around 3300 BCE, was one of 
the earliest influences on Indian textiles. 
Archaeological evidence suggests that 
the Indus Valley people were skilled in 
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spinning, weaving, and dyeing cotton, silk, 
and woolen fabrics. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization is also credited 
with being the first to spin and weave 
cotton. In 1929, archaeologists recovered 
fragments of cotton textiles at Mohenjo-
Daro, in what is now Pakistan, dating to 
between 3250 and 2750 BCE. Cottonseeds 
found at nearby Mehrgarh have been dated 
to 5000 BCE. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization also exported 
cotton textiles.

 � Textiles of Indian origin were one of the 
major products of trade and business in 
those times.

174. With reference to the difference between 
the culture of Rigvedic Aryans and Indus 
Valley people, which of the following 
statements is/are correct?  

1. Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail 
and helmet in warfare whereas the 
people of the Indus Valley Civilization 
did not leave any evidence of using 
them.

2. Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and 
copper whereas Indus Valley people 
knew only copper and iron.

3. Rigvedic Aryans had domesticated 
the horse whereas there is no evidence 
of Indus Valley people having been 
aware of this animal.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � Rigvedic Aryans used helmets and coats 
of mail in warfare, while the people of the 
Indus Valley Civilization did not leave any 
evidence of using them. 

 � The Indus Valley Civilization existed from 
3300–1300 BCE and its mature period was 
from 2600–1900 BCE. The civilization 
extended along the Indus River from what 

is now northeast Afghanistan, into Pakistan 
and northwest India.

 � The Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver, 
copper, and iron, while the Indus Valley 
people knew gold, copper, bronze, and tin. 
The Indus Valley civilization was a Bronze 
Age civilization, so they were unaware of 
iron. Iron was discovered in the post-Vedic 
period. 

 � The Rigvedic period, or Early Vedic period, 
was from 1500–1000 BC. The Vedic Aryans 
were the authors of the Vedic hymns.

 � The statement that Rigvedic Aryans 
domesticated horses while there is no 
evidence that the Indus Valley people 
were aware of them is generally correct. 
However, some recent studies suggest that 
the Indus Valley people may have been 
aware of horses. The Rigvedic Aryans used 
horses for daily life and warfare.

 � The earliest evidence of horses being used 
for transportation comes from chariot 
burials around 2000 BC. However, there 
is increasing evidence that horses were 
domesticated in the Eurasian Steppes 
around 3500 BC. 

 � The Indus Valley people may not have 
domesticated horses because wild horses in 
the Indian subcontinent had already gone 
extinct by the time their civilization rose to 
prominence.

175. The Jain philosophy holds that the world 
is created and maintained by: 

(a) Universal law
(b) Universal Truth
(c) Universal Faith
(d) Universal Soul

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Jain philosophy holds that the world is 
created and maintained by Universal Law, 
also known as Dharma. Jainism does not 
support belief in a creator deity. According 
to the Jain doctrine, the universe and its 
constituents have always existed. 

 � According to Jain cosmology, the universe 
functions through the interaction of Jiva 
and Ajiva.
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The Jains distinguish two types of space:

1. World space: A vast but limited area 
where all souls live in the different 
body-forms they take according to 
their rebirths in the various worlds.

2. Non-world space: Endless space.

176. India maintained its early cultural 
contacts and trade links with Southeast 
Asia across the Bay of Bengal. For this 
pre-eminence of the early maritime 
history of the Bay of Bengal, which of the 
following could be the most convincing 
Solution/Solutions?  

(a) As compared to other countries, India 
had better ship-building technology 
in ancient and medieval times.

(b) The rulers of southern India always 
patronised traders, Brahmin priests 
and Buddhist monks in this context

(c) Monsoon winds across the Bay of 
Bengal facilitated sea voyages.

(d) Both (a) and (b) are convincing 
Solutions in this context.

Explanation :  (D)

 � India’s ship-building technology was highly 
advanced during ancient and medieval 
times. The country had great expertise in 
constructing and navigating ships, which 
allowed them to sail across the Bay of 
Bengal.

 � The Indians were skilled in building sturdy 
and efficient vessels that could withstand 
the challenges of long sea voyages.

 � The use of superior ship-building 
technology gave India an advantage in 
maintaining cultural contacts and trade 
links with Southeast Asia.

 � The rules of southern India always 
patronized traders, brahmin priests and 
Buddhist monks in this context. 

 � Kanishka patronized Buddhist monks, 
Kushans patronized traders, Cholas 
patronized brahmin priests.

2012

177. With reference to the scientific progress 
of Ancient India, Which of the statements 
given below are correct?  

1. Different kinds of specialised surgical 
instruments were in common use by 
the 1st century AD 

2. Transplant of internal organs in the 
human body began in the 3rd century 
AD

3. The concept of sine of an angle was 
known in the 5th century AD.

4. The concept of cyclic quadrilateral 
was known in the 7th century AD.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 and 4 only

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (C)

Some types of surgical instruments 
include:

•	 Graspers, such as forceps
•	 Clamps
•	 Surgical scissors
•	 Bone cutters
•	 Needles and sutures
•	 Needle drivers 

 � Susruta is considered the first surgeon in the 
world to describe different types of surgical 
instruments, including endoscopes. He 
also documented plastic surgery, including 
the use of nose skin flaps to replace other 
parts.

 � There is no evidence that internal organ 
transplants were performed in India by the 
beginning of the 3rd century AD. 

 � The history of organ transplants began 
in the 1950s. The first successful kidney 
transplant in a human was performed in 
1954.  



PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ANCIENT HISTORY

Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official82Download 
Our App

 � The first known successful transplants were 
performed in the 16th century. In 1905, 
Eduard Zirm performed the first successful 
transplant between two individuals, 
transplanting the corneas of an 11-year-old 
boy into a Czech day laborer.

 � The concept of sine of an angle was known 
in the 5th century AD. 

 � The Indian mathematician and astronomer 
Aryabhata (476-550) introduced the 
concept of sine and explored its properties 
in his work Aryabhatiya, written in 499.

 � Aryabhata’s work contains trigonometric 
tables and formulas, and includes tables of 
half chords that are 120 times the sine. 

 � The word “sine” comes from the Latin word 
sinus, which means “bay” or “inlet”.

 � The concept of cyclic quadrilaterals was 
first discussed in the 7th century AD by 
the Indian mathematician Bhaskara in his 
work Lilavati. 

 � A cyclic quadrilateral is a quadrilateral that 
can be inscribed in a circle.

 � Brahmagupta’s formula is used to find 
the area of a cyclic quadrilateral given the 
lengths of its sides. The formula is named 
after the 7th century Indian mathematician 
Brahmagupta.

178. With reference to the Guilds (Shrenis) of 
ancient India that played a very important 
role in the country’s economy, which of 
the following statements is/are true? 

1. Every Guild was registered with the 
central authority of the state and the 
King was the chief administrative 
authority on them

2. The wages, rules of work, standards 
and prices were fixed by the Guild 

3. The guild had judicial powers over its 
own members.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � In ancient India, a shreni was a group of 
merchants, artisans, and traders. The word 
shreni is Sanskrit for “śreni” or “śhrenī” and 
Prakrit for “seni”. 

 � Shrenis provided training, distributed 
finished products, and procured raw 
materials. They also organized trade and 
served as banks. 

 � Each shreni was typically for a specific 
group of people who were involved in the 
same activity or vocation. The head of a 
shreni was called a Shrestha or Shreshti, 
which means “His Excellency”. 

 � Shrenis also provided welfare benefits for 
their members. Some shrenis handled 
disputes between husbands and wives.

 � Others supported their members during 
illnesses and cared for their widows and 
children after their deaths.

 � Guilds were autonomous bodies that were 
not directly controlled by the king or the 
state. Guilds were associations of merchants 
and artisans who oversaw the practice 
of their trade in a particular territory. 
The earliest guilds were organizations of 
tradespeople belonging to a professional 
association. 

 � Guilds fixed wages, rules of work, standards, 
and prices. They also had judicial powers 
over their own members.

 � Guilds (shrenis) of ancient India had 
judicial powers over their members. Guilds 
had their own judicial systems to resolve 
disputes between members. They could 
impose fines and expel members who broke 
the guild’s rules and regulations.

 � Guilds could also try members for offenses 
based on their own customs and practices, 
which were almost considered law. Guilds 
could even arbitrate between members and 
their wives. 

 � Guilds were professional bodies of people 
who came together to control quality 
production, create a sound business ethic, 
and maintain fair wages and prices.

 � Guilds also determined prices, determined 
the mode of sale, maintained the quality of 
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products, divided labor, framed labor laws, 
and determined working hours. 

 � Guilds were registered with the central 
authority of the state, and the king was the 
chief administrative authority on them. The 
earliest evidence of trade guilds in India is 
from the 5th century BC.

179. The Religion of early Vedic Aryans was 
primarily of:  

(a) Bhakti

(b) Image worship and yajnas

(c) Worship of nature and yajnas

(d) Worship of nature and bhakti

Explanation :  (C)

 � The religion of the early Vedic Aryans was 
primarily of worship of nature and Yajnas. 

 � The Vedic Aryans were a religious people 
who believed in a simple religion. They 
worshipped natural forces like the sun, fire, 
wind, dawn, water, rain, and earth. They 
also worshipped other manifestations of 
nature like the moon, sky, thunder, and 
air. The Vedic Aryans composed hymns in 
praise of nature. 

 � The Vedic Age was between 1500 BC and 
600 BC. The early Vedic Aryan tribe was 
called the Indo-Aryans. 

 � Yajna is a Vedic tradition that involves 
performing rituals in front of a sacred fire. 
The tradition has evolved from offering 
oblations and libations into sacred fire to 
symbolic offerings in the presence of sacred 
fire.

180. With reference to the history of Ancient 
India, which of the following was/were 
common to both Buddhism and Jainism? 
1. Avoidance of extremities of penance 

and enjoyment 

2. Indifference to the authority of Vedas

3. Denial of the efficacy of rituals

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below: 

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

Buddhism and Jainism share many 
similarities, including:

1. Karma :

 � Both religions believe in karma, which is 
the attachment of positive and negative 
forces to the soul.

2. Salvation :

 � Both religions believe that salvation can 
only be achieved through nirvana.

3. Helping others :

 � Both religions believe in helping others and 
teaching their values to others.

4. Materialistic world :

 � Both religions teach to stay away from the 
materialistic world and desires.

5. Moral lives :

 � Both religions give importance to the moral 
lives of people.

6. Harm to humans :

 � The teachings of Jainism and Buddhism 
condemn all sorts of harm meted to 
humans or living beings.

7. Non-violence :

 � Both religions believe and propagate non-
violence, good social conduct, charity, and 
generosity.

8. Atheism :

 � Both religions are atheistic in the sense that 
they don’t believe in there’s a creator god or 
any super being.

9. Common background :

 � Both religions have a common background 
associated with the Aryan Culture.

10. Against Vedas :

 � Both religions were against Vedas and the 
Vedic culture as well as against Brahmanism.
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11. Denial of efficiency of rituals :

 � Both religions deny the efficiency of rituals.
 � Only those who left their homes could gain 

true knowledge
 � Both religions believe that only those who 

left their homes could gain true knowledge.
 � Non injury to animal life

Buddhism and Jainism also share some 
other similarities, including:

1.  Both religions emerged as a new 
religious ideas from late 6th century 
BCE.

2.  Both religions preached Satya, 
Ahimsa, Brahmacharya, and 
detachment from the materialistic 
world.

2013

181. Which of the following characterises/ 
characterises the people of the Indus 
Civilization? 

1. They possessed great palaces and 
temples.

2. They worshipped both male and 
female deities.

3. They employed horse-drawn chariots 
in warfare.

Select the correct statement/statements 
using the codes given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1, 2 and 3

(d) None of the statements given above is 
correct

Explanation :  (B)

 � No building has been discovered at any 
Harappan site that can be positively 
identified as a temple, but the Great Bath 
at Mohenjo-Daro may have been used for 
ritual purposes.

 � Figurines resembling a female deity have 
been found. They suggest the worship of 
Mother Goddess.

 � A seal with a male figure sitting in a logical 
posture with a trident-like headgear, 
surrounded by animals, has been found. 
This has a lot of similarities with Shiva.

 � From this, it is figured that the Harappans 
might be worshipping Shiva.

 � Clay figures of the Mother Goddess, 
worshipped by the people as a symbol of 
fertility, have been found.

 � A seated figure of a male god, carved on a 
small stone seal, has also been found.

 � The scene immediately brings to mind the 
traditional image of Pasupati Mahadeva.

 � In addition to these, we come across 
numerous symbols of the phallus and 
female sex organs made of stone, which 
may have been objects of worship.

 � On the basis of the Indus seals, it can be said 
that a large number of animals including 
goats, buffaloes, oxen, elephants, dogs, and 
camels were domesticated.

 � In the 1920s, the Archaeological Department 
of India carried out excavations in the 
Indus valley wherein the ruins of the two 
old cities, viz. Mohenjodaro and Harappa 
were unearthed.

 � After many excavations & studies, it was 
revealed that the Harappans seem not to 
have been familiar with the horse.

182. The Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang 
(Hiuen Tsang) who visited India recorded 
the general conditions and culture of 
India at that time. In this context, which 
of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. The roads and river routes were 
completely immune from robbery.

2. As regards punishment for offences, 
ordeals by fire, water and poison were 
the instruments for determining the 
innocence or guilt of a person.

3. The tradesmen had to pay duties at 
ferries and barrier stations. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Chinese traveler Yuan Chwang (Hiuen 
Tsang) recorded instances of robbery on 
roads and river routes in his travelogue. He 
also mentioned that merchants had to pay 
a tax to the local authorities for protection 
against robbers. 

 � Yuan Chwang also recorded that tradesmen 
had to pay duties at ferries and barrier 
stations. He praised the emperor Harsha 
and his administration, but also wrote that 
the roads were not safe and he himself got 
robbed more than once.

 � As regards punishment for offences, 
ordeals by fire, water and poison were the 
instruments for determining the innocence 
or guilt of a person.

 � Yuan Chwang mentions that ordeals by 
fire, water and poison were used as a means 
of determining the guilt or innocence of a 
person.

 � Yuan Chwang was a Chinese Buddhist 
monk who traveled to India in 630 
AD to study Buddhism. He visited the 
Pallava capital Kanchi during the reign of  
Narasimhavarman I. 

 � Yuan Chwang’s records also indicate the 
presence of taxation and trade regulations. 
He also recorded that the government was 
liberal in tax and revenue collection.

2016

183. Who of the following had first deciphered 
the edicts of Emperor Ashoka?  
 (a) Georg Buhler
(b) James Prinsep
(c) Max Muller

(d) William Jones

Explanation :  (B)

 � James Prinsep was the first person to 
decipher the edicts of Emperor Ashoka, 
around 1837.

 � Prinsep was a British archaeologist and 
historian who held a high rank in the 
British East India Company.

 � He converted the edicts into normal 
language, and his decoding of the Brahmi 
script inspired other historians to decode 
other parts of Indian political history.

The Edicts of Ashoka :

 � These are a valuable historical source that 
provide insights into the governance and 
moral philosophy of one of ancient India’s 
most renowned rulers. 

 � Ashoka, who ruled India from 269 BCE to 
232 BCE, is known for his extensive use of 
edicts to communicate with his subjects. 
He had edicts inscribed on pillars, rocks, 
and caves throughout his empire, which 
covered most of the Indian subcontinent. 

Some of the Edicts of Ashoka include:

Minor Rock Edicts :

 � The earliest inscriptions from Ashoka, these 
edicts give Ashoka the title “Devanampriya,” 
which means “Beloved-of-the-Gods”. They 
also promote the teachings of the Buddha 
and the moral laws of the Dhamma.

Kalinga Rock Edicts :

 � This rock edict constructed by Ashoka 
specifies the Dharma or the central law of 
Buddha.

Pillar edicts of Ashoka :

 � These are a number of columns inscribed 
with edicts by the Mauryan king, Ashoka, 
during his reign in the mid-3rd century BC.

Sarnath Edict :

 � This edict was issued by Ashoka at Sarnath, 
Uttar Pradesh. In this edict, Ashoka states 
that he has appointed officials to oversee 
the sangha and to prevent disputes and 
divisions.

Kandahar Greek Edicts :

 � These are among the Major Rock Edicts, 
written in the Greek language and Prakrit 
language.
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184. With reference to the cultural history 
of India, the memorising of chronicles, 
dynastic histories and epic tales was the 
profession of which of the following? 

(a) Shramana

(b) Parivraajaka 

(c) Agrahaarika

(d) Magadha

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Magadhas were the people who 
memorized chronicles, dynastic histories, 
and epic tales in India’s cultural history. 
They were storytellers who preserved India’s 
cultural heritage through oral traditions. 

 � The Magadhas and Sutas were descendants 
of priestly families from the Vedic period. 
They were singers and narrators who sang 
praises of their patrons and told stories of 
their valor.

 � Magadha was a powerful kingdom and 
empire in ancient India that lasted from 
684 BCE to 320 BCE. It was located in 
what is now west-central Bihar state, in 
northeastern India. 

 � Magadha was one of the sixteen 
Mahajanapadas, or “Great Kingdoms”, of 
the Second Urbanization. It was located on 
the upper and lower parts of the Gangetic 
valley and on the mainland route between 
west and east India. 

 � Magadha’s success was partly due to the 
political ambition of its king, Bimbisara (c. 
543–491 BCE). Bimbisara conquered Anga, 
which gave him access to the Ganges delta, 
a valuable asset for the nascent maritime 
trade. 

 � Magadha was the nucleus of several larger 
kingdoms or empires between the 6th 
century bce and the 8th century ce. 

 � The Magadha people are mentioned in 
ancient texts like the Atharvaveda along 
with other groups.
Profession of Magadha :

 � The Magadha people’s primary occupation 
was agriculture. They grew a variety of 

crops, including rice, wheat, barley, and 
millet, and raised livestock, such as cattle, 
sheep, and goats. 

 � The Greek traveler Megasthenes (c. 350–c. 
290 BC) identified seven occupational 
groups in Magadha, including farmers, 
shepherds, soldiers, and magistrates.

 � Magadhas also memorized chronicles, 
dynastic histories, and epic tales, which 
helped to keep alive the stories of the great 
kings, heroes, and gods of ancient India. 
They were also instrumental in spreading 
the knowledge of Indian culture to distant 
lands.

 � Magadha was an ancient kingdom located 
in present-day Bihar and parts of Uttar 
Pradesh. It was a significant part of ancient 
India’s history and development. Magadha 
was known for its political power, cultural 
achievements, and strategic location.

Shramanas :

 � They were ascetics and renouncers in 
ancient India who practiced a strict and 
self-denying lifestyle in pursuit of spiritual 
liberation. They are also known as monks. 
The Sramana movement gave rise to 
Jainism and Buddhism. 

•	 The Shramanas included many groups, 
sects, and varieties of opinions, including: 
Buddhists, Jains, Materialist Lokayatas, 
Ajivikas. 

 � The Shramanas rejected the authority of 
the Brahmins and opposed the ritualistic 
orthodox ideas of the Brahmanical order.

 � They also rejected elaborate rituals because 
they felt commoners felt left out of them. 
They also criticized sacrificial worship 
because of their belief in Ahimsa or non-
violence. 

 � The Shramanas established viharas or 
monasteries where they meditated. They 
also built stupas or dome-like monuments 
where the common folk could visit and 
connect with the Buddhist religion.

Parivrajakas :

 � They are people who left their homes and 
wandered from village to village and forest 
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to forest. They are also known as Bhikshus, 
which means “mendicants” or “those who 
begged”. 

•	 Some famous examples of parivrajakas 
include: Vardhamana Mahavira, 
Gauthama Buddha, Makhkhali Goshala, 
Ajita Keshkambalin. 

 � The Parivrajaka dynasty ruled parts of 
central India during the 5th and 6th 
centuries. The kings of this dynasty bore 
the title Maharaja, and probably ruled as 
feudatories of the Gupta Empire.

Agraharika :

 � It refers to individuals who were given land 
or villages by rulers to maintain temples. 
The term is also used to refer to Brahmins 
who were given land grants by the state in 
the 5th-6th centuries.

 � These villages were called Agrahaara, 
Brahmadeya, or Sashana, and the Brahmins 
were called Agraharika. The Agrahaara 
villages were revenue free and had some 
privileges. 

 � Agrahaarika is related to land grants given 
to Brahmins.

185. In the context of the history of India, 
consider the following pairs:  

Term Description
1. Eripatti Land revenue which was 

set apart for the mainte-
nance of the village tank

2. Taniyurs Villages donated to sin-
gle Brahmin or a group 
of Brahmins

3. Ghatikas Colleges generally at-
tached to the temples

Which of the pairs given above is correctly 
matched?

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3

(d) 1 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

Eripatti :

 � It is a term for land where the revenue is 
set aside for the maintenance of the village 
tank. This land was donated by individuals 
and is only known in South India. 

 � The village tank was a vital source of 
water for irrigation and other uses, and its 
maintenance was crucial for the agricultural 
economy of the village. 

 � Eripatti can also refer to a long tract of 
land, along a canal, reserved for making a 
mound on.

Taniyurs :

 � They were villages that were donated to a 
single Brahmin or a group of Brahmins. 
This practice was common in the early 
medieval period, especially in the Tamil 
Nadu region of South India. 

 � Wealthy individuals or kings would 
donate villages to Brahmins as a way of 
gaining religious merit and ensuring the 
performance of religious rites. 

 � Taniyurs were also a type of administrative 
unit, where a very large village would be 
administered as a single unit. 

 � During the Chola regime, Taniyurs 
developed out of Brahmadeyas and temple 
settlements and could include several 
hamlets and revenue villages.

Ghatikas :

 � They were educational institutions in 
ancient India that were associated with 
temples or royal courts. They were active 
during the Pallava period and later. 

 � Ghatikas offered a wide range of subjects, 
including astronomy, mathematics, logic, 
grammar, and religious texts. They were 
located in temples or near shrines and 
attracted students from India and abroad. 

 � The Ghatika at Kanchipuram was a famous 
center of education and learning. It 
attracted students from India and abroad, 
including Mayurasarman, the founder of 
the Kadamba dynasty, and Dharmapala, 
who later became the Head of the Ancient 
Nalanda University.
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186. Which one of the following is not a 
Harappan site? 

(a) Chanhudaro

(b) Kot Diji

(c) Sohgaura

(d) Desalpur

Explanation :  (C)

 � Sohgaura is not a Harappan site. The other 
three options, Chanhudaro, Kot Diji, and 
Desalpur, are all Harappan sites. 

 � Sohgaura is located in Gorakhpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, and is known for the Sohgaura 
copper plate inscription.

 � The inscription is written in Prakrit in the 
Brahmi script and is believed to be from 
the Mauryan period.

 � The text of the plate mentions the 
establishment of two grain depots to fight 
against famine. 

 � Chanhudaro and Desalpur are both located 
in Pakistan and Gujarat, respectively. Kot 
Diji is located in Pakistan.

187. In which of the following relief sculpture 
inscriptions is ‘Ranyo Ashoka’ (King 
Ashoka) mentioned along with the stone 
portrait of Ashoka? 

(a) Kanganahalli

(b) Sanchi

(c) Shahbazgarhi

(d) Sohgaura

Explanation :  (A)

 � The relief sculpture inscription of 
Kanaganahalli in Karnataka mentions 
“Ranyo Ashoka” (King Ashoka) along with 
a stone portrait of Ashoka. The inscription 
is in Brahmi script. 

 � The inscription depicts the emperor with 
his queen and attendants carved on a 
slab. In 1986, excavations at Sannati and 
Kanaganahalli villages discovered a nearly 
2,000-year-old Buddhist Stupa and the first 
inscribed portrait of Emperor Ashoka.

Sohgaura :

 � It is a village in the Gorakhpur district of 
Uttar Pradesh, India, where the Sohgaura 
copper plate inscription was discovered. 
The inscription is written in Prakrit in the 
Brahmi script and is one of the few pre-
Ashoka Brahmi inscriptions in India. 

 � The Sohgaura copper plate is one of the 
earliest known copper plates and is possibly 
from the 3rd century Mauryan Empire. 
The inscription records a royal order to 
distribute grains carefully, possibly due 
to famine. The inscription also mentions 
famine relief efforts and the construction 
of three granaries for public use during 
famine and famine. 

 � Copper plate inscriptions are an important 
resource for understanding ancient Indian 
history. Archaeologists, linguists, and 
orientalists use these copper plates to 
reconstruct the past.

The Sanchi Schism Edict of Ashoka :

 � It is a Minor Pillar Edict that states that 
monks and nuns who cause divisions in 
the Sangha must wear white robes and live 
apart.

188. With reference to forced labour (Vishti) 
in India during the Gupta period, which 
one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) It was considered a source of income 
for the State, a sort of tax paid by the 
people.

(b) It was totally absent in the Madhya 
Pradesh and Kathiawar regions of the 
Gupta Empire.

(c) The forced labourer was entitled to 
weekly wages.

(d) The eldest son of the labourer was 
sent as the forced labourer

Explanation :  (A)

 � Vishti, or forced labor, was a common 
practice in ancient India, especially during 
the Gupta and Mauryan periods. It was a 
system of compulsory labor where people 
were forced to work for the state or wealthy 
individuals without pay.
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 � Vishti was a source of income for the state 
and was considered a type of tax paid by 
the people. As a result, Vishti laborers were 
not entitled to weekly wages.

 � Vishti was mentioned alongside taxes in 
land grant inscriptions, suggesting that it 
was considered a source of income for the 
state. The practice was prevalent in all parts 
of the Gupta Empire, although the intensity 
and extent may have varied. 

 � Forced labor, or unfree labor, is any work 
relation where people are employed against 
their will.

 � This can include threats of destitution, 
detention, or violence, including death or 
other forms of extreme hardship to either 
themselves or members of their families

2020

189. With reference to the history of India, 
the terms “kulyavapa” and “dronavapa” 
denote 

 (a) Measurement of land

(b) Coins of different monetary value

(c) Classification of urban land

(d) Religious rituals

Explanation :  (A)

 � The terms “kulyavapa” and “dronavapa” 
refer to land measurement units in ancient 
India. “Kulyavapa” was used in the western 
parts of India, while “dronavapa” was used 
in the northern parts. 

 � The term “vap” means “to sow”. The element 
“vape” in the compound “kulyavapa” means 
the act of sowing (throwing or scattering). 

 � During the Gupta period, the methods of 
Adhavapa (3/8-1/2 acres), Dronavapa (1/2-
2 acres), and Kulyavapa (12-16 acres) were 
used for measurement.

190. With reference to the period of the Gupta 
dynasty in ancient India, the towns 
Ghantasala, Kadura and Chaul were well 
known as : 

(a) Ports handling foreign trade

(b) Capitals of powerful kingdoms

(c) Places of exquisite stone art and 
architecture

(d) Important Buddhist pilgrimage 
centres

Explanation :  (A)

 � During the Gupta dynasty in ancient India, 
the towns of Ghantasala, Kadura, and 
Chaul were known as ports that handled 
foreign trade. These ports were important 
centers of commerce and played a crucial 
role in international trade. 

 � The Gupta Empire (320-550 CE) had 
extensive trade contacts with various 
regions and peoples, including the Roman 
Empire, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, and 
China. The most significant of these trade 
contacts were with the Roman Empire.

Ghantasala :

 � It was a port town on the Krishna River 
in the Andhra region during the Gupta 
period in ancient India. Ghantasala, along 
with Kadura and Chaul, were important 
ports that handled foreign trade and 
helped establish India as a major center of 
international trade. 

 � Ghantasala is now a village in the Krishna 
district of Andhra Pradesh, about 21 km 
west of Machilipatnam and 11 km east of 
the Krishna River.

 � In ancient times, it was known as Katakasila 
and was a renowned Buddhist center. It is a 
popular destination for history-lovers and 
archaeologists, with attractions including 
a Buddhist stupa and other Buddhist 
sculptures that were unearthed in 1919-20.

Kadura :

 � It was a port on the west coast of India, near 
present-day Mumbai, during the Gupta 
period. It was a major center of trade and 
commerce, known for exporting textiles, 
pearls, and precious stones. 

 � Kadura and Ghantasala were ports in the 
Andhra region. Other ports in western 
India included Kalyan, Chaul, Broach, and 
Cambay.
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Chaul :

 � It is a historic town in the Raigad district 
of Maharashtra, India. In early historical 
times, it was an important port on the West 
Coast of India. In 1357 CE, Chaul was 
recorded as one of the important towns of 
the Bahmani Sultanate. 

 � In the 16th century, the Portuguese were 
granted permission to build a fort at Lower 
Chaul in exchange for a guaranteed supply 
of 300 horses per year from Persia or Arabia. 
In 1508, the Portuguese and an Egyptian 
Mamluk fleet fought a naval battle in the 
harbor of Chaul, which ended in a Mamluk 
victory.
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191. Who among the following rulers advised 
his subjects through this inscription?  

“Whosoever praises his religious sect 
or blames other sects out of excessive 
devotion to his own sect, with the view of 
glorifying his own sect, he rather injures 
his own sect very severely.”

(a) Ashoka

(b) Samudragupta

(c) Harshavardhana

(d) Krishnadeva Raya

Explanation :  (A)

 � The inscription “Whosoever praises his 
religious sect or blames other sects out of 
excessive devotion to his own sect, with the 
view of glorifying his own sect, he rather 
injures his own sect very severely” is from 
the 12th Major Rock Edict of Ashoka. 

 � Ashoka was an Indian emperor who ruled 
the Maurya dynasty from 268 to 232 BCE. 
He is known for his contributions to the 
spread of Buddhism across ancient India 
and his policies of non-violence, religious 
tolerance, and social welfare. 

 � Ashoka’s inscriptions can be classified 
into Pillar Edicts, Major Rock Edicts, and 
Minor Rock Edicts. The inscription reflects 
Ashoka’s policy of religious tolerance and 
his desire to promote harmony among 

different religious sects. 
 � Ashoka’s Dhamma was a way of life 

enshrined in a code of behavior and a set of 
ideals that he advised his subjects to follow 
to live in peace and prosperity. Dhamma 
policies included the following: 
1. Ahimsa (non-violence) and 

2. truthfulness should be practiced.
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192. Consider the following pairs: 

Historical place Well - known 
for

1. Burzahom Rock -cut 
shrines

2. Chandra- ketugarh Terracotta art
3. Ganeshwar Copper 

artefacts

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Burzahom site in Srinagar, India is 
known for its Neolithic habitation and 
pit dwellings. The site documents the 
transition of human habitation patterns 
from the Neolithic period to the Megalithic 
period to the early Historic period. The 
site also provides insight into the material 
equipment of the Neolithic people. The 
Burzahom site chronicles life in northern 
India from 3000 BCE to 1000 BCE.
Chandraketugarh :

 � It is a historical and archaeological site 
in West Bengal, India. It is known for its 
terracotta art, which is comparable to other 
better-known sites. The terracotta objects 
found at Chandraketugarh date back to 
between the third century BCE and the 
third century CE. 
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 � Chandraketugarh is also known for the 
remains of a fortified ancient city that was 
occupied from the 4th century BCE to the 
12th century CE. The site is named after 
King Chandraketu, who ruled the kingdom.

 � Ganeshwar is a village in the Sikar District 
of Rajasthan. It’s known for its hot sulfur 
springs, which are believed to cure skin 
ailments. The village is also a popular tourist 
destination for its historical significance 
and ruins of a 4,000-year-old civilization. 

 � In 1977, excavations at Ganeshwar revealed 
copper objects, including arrowheads, 
spearheads, fish hooks, bangles, and 
chisels. The Ganeshwar culture is attributed 
to the pre-Harappan period, based on its 
microliths and other stone tools.

193. Which one of the following ancient towns 
is well-known for its elaborate system of 
water harvesting and management by 
building a series of dams and channelizing 
water into connected reservoirs? 

(a) Dholavira

(b) Kalibangan

(c) Rakhigarhi

(d) Ropar

Explanation :  (A)

 � The ancient city of Dholavira is one of the 
most remarkable and well-preserved urban 
settlements in South Asia dating from the 
3rd to mid-2nd millennium BCE (Before 
Common Era). 

 � Discovered in 1968, the site is set apart 
by its unique characteristics, such as 
its water management system, multi-
layered defensive mechanisms, extensive 
use of stone in construction and special 
burial structures. It has a complex system 
for collecting and storing rain water within 
several reservoirs.

 � Planners in the ancient city of Dholavira 
had conceptualised an amazing system of 
drains, dams and tanks to manage water.

194. From the decline of Guptas until the rise 
of Harshavardhana in the early seventh 
century, which of the following kingdoms 
were holding power in Northern India? 

1. The Guptas of Magadha

2. The Paramaras of Malwa

3. The Pushyabhutis of Thanesar

4. The Maukharis of Kanauj

5.  The Yadavas of Devagiri

6.  The Maitrakas of Valabhi

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 5

(b) 1, 3, 4 and 6

(c) 2, 3 and 4

(d) 5 and 6

Explanation :  (B)

 � After the decline of the Guptas, the Later 
Guptas succeeded as the rulers of Magadha 
during the early seventh century. They ruled 
parts of the northern Including Magadha 
(current day Bihar). 

 � The Paramara dynasty ruled the western 
and central parts of India including Malwa, 
between the 9th and 14th century AD, 
before being captured by Delhi Sultanate 
rulers. 

 � The Pushyabhutis of Thanesar (current day 
Haryana) ruled various parts of Northern 
India during the 6th and 7th century AD. 

 � The Maukharis dynasty ruled over parts 
of Uttar Pradesh and Magadha including 
Kannauj. The dynasty ruled till around 606 
AD when it was reconquered by the Later 
Guptas.

 � The Yadavas of Devagiri ruled from around 
1187 to 1317 AD in western parts of India. 

 � The Maitrakas of Valabhi ruled western 
and northern parts of current-day Gujarat 
during the late 5th century to late 8th 
century AD.
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195. With reference to the history of ancient 
India, Bhavabhuti, Hastimalla and 
Kshemeshvara were famous:  

(a) Jain monks

(b) Playwrights

(c) Temple architects

(d) Philosophers

Explanation :  (B)

 � Bhavabhuti, Hastimalla, and Kshemeshvara 
were famous playwrights in ancient India. 

 � Bhavabhuti was a Sanskrit playwright and 
poet who lived in the 8th century. He is 
believed to have been the court poet of 
King Yashovarman of Kannauj. His plays 
include Mahaviracharita, Malatimadhava, 
and Uttararamacharita. 

 � Hastimalla was a Kannada poet and 
playwright in the Hoysala Empire. He was 
a Jain poet in the court of the Solanki rulers 
and wrote eight plays, including Vikrant 
Kaurava and Subhadra Harana.

 � Kshemeshvara was also a playwright in 
ancient India.
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196. With reference to the scholars/literatures 
of ancient India, consider the following 
statements:  

1. Panini is associated with Pushyamitra 
Shunga.

2. Amarasimha is associated with 
Harshavardhana.

3. Kalidasa is associated with Chandra 
Gupta-II.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � According to some sources, there is no 
evidence that Panini was associated with 
Pushyamitra Shunga. 

 � Panini was a Sanskrit grammarian 
from ancient India, known for his work 
Ashtadhyayi.

 � Ashtadhyayi is one of the earliest known 
works on linguistics. Panini is also known 
as the creator of Sanskrit and the father of 
linguistics. 

 � Pushyamitra Shunga was a brahman ruler 
and fighter who lived around 138 BCE. He 
was the co-founder of the Shunga empire, 
which ruled from 185 BCE to 73 BCE.

Amarasimha :

 � It is not associated with Harshavardhana. 
Amarasimha is a Sanskrit grammarian and 
poet who lived in the 5th century CE, while 
Harshavardhana was a ruler who lived in 
the 7th century CE. 

 � Amarasimha is traditionally considered to 
be one of the nine gems (Navaratnas) at the 
court of the legendary king Vikramaditya 
of Ujjain, not Harshavardhana. 

 � Amarasimha is also known as a famous 
lexicographer of ancient India. His 
renowned work, the Amara-Kosha, is a 
lexicon of Sanskrit words in three books. 
It is sometimes called the Trikāndī or the 
“Tripartite” and contains 10,000 words.

Kalidasa :

 � He is a classical Sanskrit writer and poet 
who is associated with the court of the 
Gupta ruler Chandragupta II, also known 
as Chandragupta Vikramaditya. Kalidasa 
is considered one of the greatest writers of 
ancient India, and is known for his plays, 
including Shakuntala and Meghadutam, as 
well as his epic and lyrical poetry. 

 � Some scholars, including William Jones, 
A. B. Keith, and Vasudev Vishnu Mirashi, 
believe that Kalidasa may have lived during 
the reign of Chandragupta II, which lasted 
from 380–415 CE. The most popular theory 
is that Kalidasa lived around the 4th–5th 
century CE.
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197. According to Kautilya’s Arthashastra, 
which of the following are correct?  

1. A person could be a slave as a result of 
a judicial punishment.

2. If a female slave bore her master a son, 
she was legally free.

3. If a son born to a female slave was 
fathered by her master the son was 
entitled to the legal status of the 
master’s son.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � According to Kautilya’s Arthashastra, a 
person could become a slave as a result of 
judicial punishment for a criminal act. 

 � According to the Arthashastra, there are 
nine types of slavery.

 � The Arthashastra also states that a man 
could not be a slave by birth, by voluntarily 
selling himself, by being captured in war, or 
as a result of judicial punishment. 

 � The Arthashastra also mentions that if a 
female slave bore her master a son, she was 
legally free. The son was also entitled to the 
legal status of the master’s son.

 � According to Kautilya’s Arthashastra, 
if a female slave gave birth to a child of 
her master, both the mother and child 
were considered free and were no longer 
considered to be slaves. The son was also 
entitled to the legal status of the master’s 
son. 

 � The Arthashastra is believed to have been 
written by Kautilya as a handbook for 
Chandragupta, instructing him on how to 
rule an empire. It is divided into 15 book 
titles, 150 chapters, and 180 topics.

 � According to Arthashastra, if a female slave 
gave birth to a son fathered by her master, 
the son would have the legal status of the 
master’s son. Arthashastra was strict about 
the rights of slaves, especially female slaves. 

 � Arthashastra also states that a man could 
become a slave through birth, voluntary 
sale, capture in war, or judicial punishment.

198. With reference to Indian history, consider 
the following texts:  

1. Nettipakarana

2. Parishishta Parvan

3. Avadanasataka

4. Trishashtilakshana Mahapurana

Which of the above are Jaina texts?

(a) 1, 2 and 3

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1, 3 and 4

(d) 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (B)

Parishishtaparvan

 � Also known as the Sthaviravalicharitra, 
this 12th-century Sanskrit mahakavya by 
Hemachandra details the histories of the 
earliest Jain teachers. The poem is also 
notable for providing information on the 
political history of ancient India.

Trishashtilakshana Mahapurana

 � A major Jain text composed largely by 
Acharya Jinasena during the rule of 
Rashtrakuta.

Nettipakarana

 � A mythological Buddhist scripture related 
to Buddhism’s Pali Canon. It is sometimes 
included in the Khuddaka Nikaya of 
Theravada Buddhism’s Pali Canon.

Avadanashataka

 � Also known as “A Hundred Glorious 
Deeds,” this text is a Buddhist text that is 
an anthology in Sanskrit of one hundred 
Buddhist legends.
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199. With reference to Indian history, consider 
the following pairs: 

Historical 
person Known as

1. Aryadeva Jaina scholar
2. Dignaga Buddhist scholar
3. Nathamuni Vaishnava scholar

How many pairs given above are correctly 
matched?

(a) None of the pairs

(b) Only one pair

(c) Only two pairs

(d) All three pairs

Explanation :  (C) 

•	 Pair 1 is incorrect : Āryadeva (3rd 
century), a disciple of Nāgārjuna, is a 
central figure in the development of early 
Indian Madhyamaka philosophy. The 
Madhyamaka school of Buddhism, the 
followers of which are called Mādhyamikas, 
was one of the two principal schools of 
Mahāyāna Buddhism 

•	 Pair 2 is correct : Dignāga, (born c. 480 
CE—died c. 540), was a Buddhist logician 
and author of the Pramasamuccaya 
(“Compendium of the Means of True 
Knowledge”), a work that laid the 
foundations of Buddhist logic. 

•	 Pair 3 is correct : Nathamuni founded a 
Sanskrit-Tamil school at Srirangam (Tamil 
Nadu state), which continues to be a great 
Vaishnavite centre in South India.
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200. In which one of the following regions 
was Dhanyakataka, which flourished as 
prominent Buddhist centre under the 
Mahasanghikas, located?  

(a) Andhra 

(b) Gandhara 

(c) Kalinga 

(d) Magadha

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dhanyakataka, also known as Dharanikota, 
is located in the Andhra Pradesh state of 
India. It was a major Buddhist center under 
the Mahasanghikas, a major early Buddhist 
school. 

 � Dhanyakataka is a small town in 
southeastern India, located near present-
day Amaravati. It is believed that the 
Great Stupa at Amaravati, one of the most 
important Buddhist monuments in India, 
is situated in the same region. 

 � Dhanyakataka was a hub for Buddhist 
teachings, monastic activities, and the 
preservation of Buddhist scriptures. It 
was an important center for Buddhist 
scholarship, attracting scholars from 
various parts of India and beyond.

Mahasanghikas :

 � They are adherents of an early Buddhist 
sect. The term comes from the Sanskrit 
word mahāsangha, which means “great 
order of monks”. 

 � Mahasanghikas are believed to have formed 
around 383 BCE after the Second Buddhist 
Council, when it separated from the 
Sthaviravada school. The original center of 
the Mahasanghikas was in Magadha, but 
they also had important centers in Mathura 
and Karli. Dhanyakataka, also known as 
Dharanikota, is a prominent Buddhist 
center under the Mahasanghikas. 

 � Mahasanghikas were a major division of the 
early Buddhist schools in India. Their views 
on the nature of the Buddha made them 
a precursor to the Mahāyāna tradition. 
Mahāyāna is characterized by a grandiose 
cosmology, complex ritualism, paradoxical 
metaphysics, and universal ethics.

Gandhara :

 � It was an ancient Indo-Aryan civilization 
that existed from 500 BC to 900 AD in what 
is now northern Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
The name Gandhara translates to “Land of 
Fragrance”. 

 � The Gandhara kingdom was located on both 
sides of the Indus river, and it included the 
modern Rawalpindi District of Pakistani 
Punjab and Peshawar District of Khyber 
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Pakhtunkhwa. By the 6th century BCE, 
Gandhara had expanded to include the 
valley of Kaśmīra. 

 � The Gandhara civilization was ruled 
by many dynasties, but most adopted 
Buddhism as their religion. The Gandhara 
civilization resembled a large military base, 
with a wall 5 km long and 6 meters thick. 
It became a hub of Buddhist activity and 
hosted pilgrims from Central Asia. 

 � The legacy of Gandharan Buddhism and its 
art can still be detected throughout Asia.

The Kalinga Empire :

 � It was a powerful kingdom in ancient 
India that existed during the Mauryan and 
Nanda dynasties. The empire’s boundaries 
have changed over time, but it generally 
refers to the eastern coastal region between 
the Ganges and Godavari rivers. Today, 
the core territory of Kalinga includes all 
of Odisha and part of northern Andhra 
Pradesh. 

 � The Kalinga Empire was mentioned in 
the Mahabharata and some Jain texts. It 
was a powerful kingdom as early as the 
Kurukshetra battle, when the king of 
Kalinga, Srutayudha, joined the Kourava 
camp. After the Mahabharata War, a 
new Kshetriya dynasty ruled Kalinga. 
Kalinga lost its independence but became 
prosperous under the Nanda rule. 

 � The Kalinga Empire enjoyed a golden age 
under the Ganga dynasty. The Ganga ruler 
Anantavarman Chodagangadeva (1078–
1147) ruled from the Ganges River to the 
Godavari River, with Cuttack as his capital. 

 � The Kalinga War had significant 
consequences for the region and future 
times. The war left the terrain covered with 
corpses, wounded soldiers, and vultures. 
Ashoka was deeply moved by the war and 
abandoned his policy of war and violence. 
In the 30 years that Ashoka ruled the region, 
peace and harmony were the state’s guiding 
principles. Ashoka converted to Buddhism 
around 263 BC, and the Third Council of 
Buddhism was organized under his reign.

Magadha :

 � It was a powerful kingdom and empire in 
ancient India that existed from 684–320 
BCE. It was located in the eastern Ganges 
Plain, in what is now west-central Bihar. 
The empire was ruled by three dynasties: 
1. the Nanda Dynasty, 

2. the Shishunaga Dynasty, and 

3. the Nanda Dynasty. 
 � Magadha was one of the 16 Mahajanapadas, 

or “Great Kingdoms”, of the Second 
Urbanization. It was a nucleus of several 
larger kingdoms and empires between the 
6th century BCE and the 8th century CE.

201. With reference to ancient South India, 
Korkai, Poompuhar and Muchiri were 
well known as  

(a) Capital cities 
(b) Ports
(c) Centres of iron-and-steel making 
(d) Shrines of Jain Tirthankaras

Explanation :  (B)

 � Korkai, Poompuhar, and Muchiri (Muziris) 
were well-known ancient ports in South 
India. These cities played a significant role 
in maritime trade and cultural exchange 
with other regions. 

 � Korkai was a major Pandya port, while 
Puhar (also known as Kaveripumpattinam 
and Poompuhar) was the premier Chola 
port. Tondi and Muchiri were important 
ports in the Chera kingdom. 

 � These ports were associated with the Chola 
dynasty and played a crucial role in the 
maritime history of the region.  

202. Which one of the following explains the 
practice of ‘Vattakirutal’ as mentioned in 
Sangam poems?  

(a) Kings employing women Bodyguards 
(b) Learned persons assembling in 

Royal courts to discuss religious and 
philosophical matters 

(c) Young girls keeping watch over 
agricultural fields and driving away 
birds and animals 
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(d) A king defeated in a battle Committing 
ritual suicide by Starving himself to 
death.

Explanation :  (D)

 � The practice of Vattakirutal, as mentioned 
in Sangam poems, is when a defeated king 
commits ritual suicide by starving himself 
to death. This practice is also known as 
Vadakiruthal and vadakiruttal. 

 � Vattakirutal is a specific practice that 
should not be confused with other customs 
or practices.

 � The practice was accompanied by those 
who were close to the king during his 
lifetime. The practice was done to avoid 
the humiliation of being captured by the 
enemy. 

 � Sangam literature is the earliest available 
Tamil literature. The poems were composed 
over six centuries, from about 300 BC to 
AD 300. The word “Sangam” literally means 
“association” and refers to an association of 
Tamil poets.

203. With reference to ancient Indian History, 

Consider the following pairs :

Literary work Author 
Devi chandragupta Bilhana 

Hammira-
Mahakauya

Nayachandra Suri 

 Milinda-panha Nagatjuna 
Nitivakyamrita Somadeva Suri 

How many of the above pairs are Correctly 
matched? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All four

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Sanskrit play Devichandraguptam 
is attributed to Vishakhadeva, who is 
generally considered to be the same person 
as Vishakhadatta. Vishakhadatta was a 

Sanskrit poet and playwright from the 
Gupta kingdom who lived around the 6th 
century CE. 

 � Devichandraguptam is a well-known work 
of Sanskrit literature that explores themes 
of love, betrayal, and political intrigue. 
The play tells the story of the rise of 
Chandragupta Maurya, the founder of the 
Mauryan Empire, and his love affair with 
Devi, the daughter of the Nanda king.

 � The 15th-century Sanskrit epic poem 
Hammira Mahakavya was written by the 
Jain scholar Nayachandra Suri. The poem is 
a legendary biography of the 13th-century 
Chahamana king Hammira. 

 � According to De Gruyter, the poem was 
inspired by a dream in which the dead king 
urged the poet to write about his deeds.

 � Nagasena is the author of the Buddhist text 
Milinda-panha, which was written between 
100 BC and 200 AD. The text is a dialogue 
between Nagasena, a Buddhist sage, and 
King Menander of Bactria, an Indo-Greek 
king who reigned in the 2nd century BC. 

 � The text is a lively dialogue on Buddhist 
doctrine, with King Menander posing 
questions and dilemmas that are answered 
by Nagasena. The text is also known as: 
“Questions of Milinda”.

 � Somadeva Suri, a renowned Jain monk 
and scholar, is credited with writing 
Nitivakyamrita. The text is a treatise on 
statecraft and is also known as “Nectar 
of the Science of Polity”. Nitivakyamrita 
is a Sanskrit work that deals with ethics, 
politics, and social norms. The text also 
mentions that Somadeva was the author of 
another literary work, Yashastilaka.
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204. With reference to ancient India, Gautama 
Buddha was generally known by which of 
the following epithets ?

1. Nayaputta
2. Shakyamuni
3. Tathagata

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:
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(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of the above are epithets of 

Gautama Buddha

Explanation : (B)

 � Under Jain texts, the epithet Nataputta or 
Nayaputta was referred to Mahavira. So 1 
is not correct.

 � The epithets of Tathagata & Shakyamuni is 
associated with Buddha where he is called 
as:

Tathagata: “One who has thus gone” or 
liberated himself from endless cycle of 
Samara or Death & Birth (Mokshaprapti). 
So 3 is correct.

Shakyamuni: Because Buddha belonging 
to the shakya clan. So 2 is correct.

•	 Therefore, option (b) is the correct 
answer.

205. Consider the following information :

Archaeological Site State 
Description

1. Chandraketu-
garh

Odisha Trading Port 
town

2. Inamgaon Maha-
rashtra

Chalcolithic 
site

3. Mangadu Kerala Megalithic 
site

4. Salihundam Andhra 
Pradesh 

Rock-cut 
cave shrines

In which of the above rows is the given 
information correctly matched ?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 3 and 4
(d) 1 and 4

Explanation : (B)

1. Chandraketugarh : An ancient 
archeological trade center and port site 
of Gupta period in present day North 24 
Parganas in West Bengal & not Odisha. So, 
pair 1 is not correctly matched.

2. Inamgaon: It is a famous Chalcolithic site 
in the Pune district of state of Maharashtra. 
Hence, pair 2 is correctly matched.

3. Mangadu: The megalithic monuments at 
Mangadu consists of Urn burial sites found 
in1000 B.C. to 100 B.C, near Ashtamudi 
Lake in Kerala. Hence, pair 3 is correctly 
matched.

4. Salihundam: It is a Buddhist site where 
various important Buddhist Stupas 
are found located on the banks of the 
Vamsadhara River, but not rock cut cave  
shrine present in Salihundam, which is in 
Andhra Pradesh. Hence, 4 is not correctly 
matched.

 � So, only two of the above pairs are correctly 
matched. Therefore, option (b) is the 
correct answer.

206. Consider the following statements :

1. There are no parables in Upanishads.
2. Upanishads were composed earlier 

than the Puranas.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (B)

 � PARABLE is a usually short fictitious 
story that illustrates a moral attitude or a 
religious principle.

 � The Parable of the Two Birds are seen in 
the Upanishads. Hence, statement 1 is not 
correct.

 � Period of the compilation of the Upanishads, 
roughly between the 7th and 5th BCE.

 � However, Puranas composed between 
the 3rd and 10th centuries CE. Hence, 
statement 2 is correct.

207. Which one of the following is a work 
attributed to playwright Bhasa ?

(a) Kavyalankara
(b) Natyashastra
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(c) Madhyama-vyayoga
(d) Mahabhashya

Explanation : (C)

 � Bhasa was the first known Sanskrit 
dramatist. He wrote 5 plays based 
on Mahabharata episodes like 
Madhyamavyayoga, Pancharatra, 
Duta Vakyam, Duta Ghatotkacham,  
Karnabharam, Urubhangam, Hence, 
Option (c) is correct.
•	 Bhamaha – Kavyalankara.
•	 Bharata-Natyashastra .
•	 Patanjali –Mahabhashya.

208. Sanghabhuti, an Indian Buddhist monk, 
who travelled to China at the end of the 
fourth century AD, was the author of a 
commentary on :

(a) Prajnaparamita Sutra
(b) Visuddhimagga
(c) Sarvastivada Vinaya
(d) Lalitavistara

Explanation : (C)

Sarvastivada Vinaya:

 � The Sarvastivada Vinaya is the Chinese 
Buddhist canon.   

 � Sanghabhuti is the author of a commentary 
on the Sarvastivada Vinaya. Hence, Option 
C is correct.

Prajnaparamita Sutras:

 � The Prajnaparamita Sutras are one of the 
oldest  Mahayana Sutras having base of 
Mahayana Buddhist philosophy. 

 � Nagarjuna, founder of school of philosophy 
called Madhyamika is developed from the 
Prajnaparamita Sutras.

Visuddhimagga:

 � Visuddhimagga, summary of the 
teaching of the Mahavihara school of 
Theravada Buddhism written by Buddhist 
commentator Buddhaghosa.

Lalitavistara:
 � Lalitavistara is a Sanskrit Buddhist text. 

The Lalitavistara is not a unified text nor it 
is a composition of one author.
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1. Among the following who was the propo-
nent of the ‘Bhakti Cult’ from West Ben-
gal? 

(a) Chaitanya Prabhu 
(b)  Ramanujacharyulu 
(c)  Ramanand 
(d)  Kabir

Explanation :  (A)

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1486–1534) :

 � He was a Bengal-based saint and spiritual 
leader who popularized the Bhakti 
movement in Bengal. He was a devotee of 
Lord Krishna and popularized Vaishnava 
Bhakti by preaching the Bhagavad Gita and 
Bhagavata Purana. 

 � Chaitanya’s mode of worshipping Krishna 
with bhajan-kirtan and dance had a 
profound effect on Vaishnavism in Bengal. 

 � The Bhakti movement was a religious 
movement in India that began in the 7th to 
10th centuries CE. The movement focused 
on devotion to God and sought to reform 
religion across all levels of society. The 
word “Bhakti” is Sanskrit for “devotion”. 

The movement had several characteristics, 
including:

1.  Monotheistic ideas
2.  Opposition to idol worship
3.  Emphasis on self-surrender
4.  Emphasis on the role of Gurus
5.  Promotion of universal fraternity
6.  Opposition to rituals, holy places, and 

rest periods 
 � The Bhakti cult is characterized by the 

attitude of the soul towards the Supreme 
Being.

 � The movement cut across distinctions of 
high and low birth, the learned and the 
unlettered, and opened the gateway of 
spiritual realization to one and all. 

 � The main Bhakti cults are those of Shiva, 
Vishnu, and Shakti.

 � The movement became popular because it 
didn’t discriminate among worshippers or 
devotees. 

 � The Bhakti movement began in South 
India by Alvaras and Nayanars. Alvaras are 
the devotees of Lord Vishnu and Nayanars 
are devotees of Lord Shiva. These devotees 
traveled to various places singing hymns in 
praise of their Gods.

Ramanuja (1077 – 1157) :

 � He is also known as Ramanujacharya, was 
an Indian Hindu philosopher, guru and a 
social reformer.

 � He is noted to be one of the most important 
exponents of the Sri Vaishnavism tradition 
within Hinduism.

 � His philosophical foundations for 
devotionalism were influential to the 
Bhakti movement.

Ramananda (1400–1470) :

 � He was a North Indian Brahman (priest), 
vedanta teacher, and poet saint. He was also 
known as Ramadatta or Ramanand. 

 � Ramananda was a part of the bhakti 
movement, a Sanskrit word that means 
“devotion”. He is credited with reviving 
the Ramanandi sect and is considered a 
founder of the Bhakti tradition. Hindu 
tradition recognizes him as the founder 
of the Ramanandi Sampradaya, the largest 
monastic Hindu renunciant community 
today. 

 � Ramananda’s teachings were similar 
to those of Ramanujacharya, and he 
followed Ramanujacharya’s Vishishtadvaita 
philosophy. He taught in Hindi, condemned 
the caste system, and allowed people from 
all castes to join his sect.

Kabir (1398–1518 CE) :

 � He was a prominent Indian poet, saint, 
and social reformer during the 15th and 

MEDIEVAL HISTORY
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16th centuries. His writings influenced 
the Bhakti movement and are included in 
Sikhism’s scripture Guru Granth Sahib. 
Kabir’s verses are also found in the Satguru 
Granth Sahib of Saint Garib Das and the 
Kabir Sagar of Dharamdas. 

 � Kabir was a proponent of the Bhakti 
Movement, which sought to coordinate 
religions by offering a universal path for all 
people. He is also known for his ideas about 
social equality and a casteless society based 
on rationality. Kabir’s poetry and dohas 
have been analyzed to understand how 
his works have impacted India’s social and 
cultural domain. 

 � Kabir is revered by Hindus, Muslims, and 
Sikhs. He was born in 1440 in Varanasi, 
India and died in 1518 in Maghar.

 � Kabir is said to have been raised in a 
Muslim weaving family known as Julahas, 
who lived in or around the city of Benares 
(Varanasi).

2. Which of the following Muslim rulers en-
forced price control system? 

(a)  Alauddin Khilji 
(b)  Mohd. Tughlaq 
(c)  lltutmish 
(d) Balban

Explanation :  (A)

 � Alauddin Khalji (1296–1316) was the first 
Muslim ruler to introduce price controls in 
India. He set prices for a variety of goods, 
including animals, cloth, grains, and slaves. 

 � To implement the price control system, 
Alauddin appointed a market inspector 
called Shahna-i-Mandi. The inspector’s job 
was to ensure that prices were not higher 
than the prescribed rates and to check the 
quality and quantity of the commodities 
sold in the market. 

 � Alauddin also set up three markets in Delhi 
to control prices. He fixed the prices of the 
commodities and reduced their rates so 
that his soldiers could live comfortably.

Muhammad bin Tughlaq (1290 - 1351) :

 � He was the second sultan of the Tughlaq 

dynasty and the 18th ruler of the Delhi 
Sultanate. He ruled from 1325 to 1351 
and was the eldest son of Ghiyath al-
Din Tughluq, the founder of the dynasty. 
Tughlaq is known for his wild policy swings, 
which left his subjects impoverished.

Some of his policies included:

1.  Trade and commerce: Tughlaq 
attempted to implement a new coinage 
policy, which caused a complete 
upheaval of trade and commerce.

2.  Capital shift: He moved the capital 
from Delhi to Daulatabad, also known 
as Devagiri, in the Deccan area of 
India.

3.  Taxes: He raised taxes in the Doab 
region to fill the empty treasury. 

 � Tughlaq also annexed several kingdoms 
into his territory and defeated the Mongols 
who attacked the Delhi sultanate. He was 
known for his support of Sufi saints and 
followed a policy of religious tolerance and 
patronage. 

 � Tughlaq died on March 20, 1351 while 
trying to chase and punish people for 
rebellion and their refusal to pay taxes in 
Sindh (now in Pakistan).

Iltutmish (1211 - 1236) :

 � He was the third and greatest Delhi sultan 
of the Mamluk dynasty, or Slave dynasty. 
He is considered the founder of the Delhi 
Sultanate because he was the first Muslim 
ruler to rule from the city. 

Iltutmish’s achievements include:

1.  Strengthening and expanding the 
Muslim empire in northern India

2.  Moving the capital from Lahore to 
Delhi

3.  Completing the Qutub Minar
4.  Introducing administrative reforms 

such as the Iqtadari system, the 
establishment of an army, the 
introduction of coins, and the 
formation of Chalisa Dal

5.  Carrying out expeditions on the 
Rajput states to extend his empire 
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 � Iltutmish was also known as Altamsh and 
Shams-al-Dīn Iltutmish. He was a Turkic 
slave born in Central Asia who was sold 
into slavery and eventually became a slave 
to Qutb al-Dīn Aibak. He married Aibak’s 
daughter and succeeded him in 1211. 

 � Iltutmish died in April 1236 and was buried 
in a tomb he had built for himself in Delhi.

Ghiyas-ud-din Balban (1216-1287) :

 � He was a Sultan of the Mamluk (Slave) 
dynasty of Delhi. He ruled from 1266 
to 1287 AD. Balban was known for his 
authoritarian rule, but also for flourishing 
architecture and culture. He built many 
Sufi shrines and invited many Sufi saints to 
Delhi. 

 � Balban was a famous and one of the most 
powerful sultans of the Delhi Sultanate of 
India. His real name was Ulugh Khan and 
his famous titles were Nabāb-e-Khudā 
(Acolyte of God), Jhil-e-Ellāhi (Shadow of 
God), Khudā-e-Vandgār (Devotee of God). 

 � Balban was sold as a slave to the then-ruler 
Iltumish in 1232 CE, who later released 
him. He took the throne after the death of 
Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmud.

 � Balban’s reign was full of terror among the 
nobles and public equally. He successfully 
recaptured Bengal and fought the invasion 
of the Mongol forces. 

•	 Balban’s main principles of the theory 
of Kingship were: Kingship is the vice-
regency of God on earth. The king is the 
shadow of God.

3. “Sufi Sect” originated and developed in  

(a)  Christianity 
(b)  Islam
(c)  Hinduism 
(d)  Zoroastrianism 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Sufi sect originated and developed in 
Islam. 

 � Sufism is a liberal reform movement within 
Islam that originated in Persia and spread 
to India in the 11th century. It is also known 
as Islamic mysticism or asceticism. 

 � Some say that Sufism has existed as a 
practice of Muslims since the earliest days 
of Islam, even predating some sectarian 
divides.

 � Others trace the pre-Islamic roots of Sufism 
back to the early Christian mystics of Syria 
and Egypt, to the Essenes, the ancient 
Pythagorean orders, and the mystery 
schools of the Egyptians and Zoroastrians. 

 � The Sufis are a group of Muslim mystics 
who started a religious reform movement 
in West Asia.

Their teachings include:

1.  There is only one god and all people 
are his children.

2.  Muhammad is considered to be the 
legitimate Sufi sheikh.

4. “Mansabdars” in Mughal period were 

(a)  Landlords and Zamindars
(b) Officials of the state
(c)  Those who had to give revenue
(d)  Revenue collectors

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mansabdars were nobles and high-ranking 
military officials who held positions of 
power and authority in the Mughal Empire.

 � The word “Mansab” is Arabic for “position” 
or “rank”. The Mansabdari system was 
introduced by Mughal Emperor Akbar in 
1571. 

 � Mansabdars were appointed to all civil and 
military posts, and could be transferred 
between the two. They were an integral 
part of the Mughal bureaucracy, and held 
important offices such as wazir, bakshi, 
faujdar, and subadar. 

 � Mansabdars were responsible for bringing 
a fixed number of men-at-arms, horses, 
and elephants to the field. They were rated 
based on the numbers, which were known 
as Zats. For example, they might be referred 
to as Mansabdars of 10, 20, 100, and 1000. 

 � Mansabdars received their salaries as 
revenue assignments called Jagirs.
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5. The earnings of the kings in the Medieval 
age were mostly derived from 

(a)  Offerings made at the temples
(b)  Land revenue
(c)  Trade
(d)  Industrial production

Explanation :  (B)

 � The main source of income for medieval 
kings was land revenue. This was usually 
one-fifth of the total production, but later 
increased to one-half. 

Other sources of revenue for medieval 
rulers included:

1.  Taxes: Taxes on land, trade, and crafts
2.  Feudal dues: Payments from nobles 

and vassals who owned land. In 
exchange for their land and protection, 
these people had to give money, crops, 
animals, or work for the king

3.  Custom duties: Taxes on goods that 
were brought in or taken out of the 
kingdom

4.  Pillage: Going to war and pillaging 
other lands

5.  Fees: Fees charged to their lords
6.  Shield money: Some lords paid the 

king “shield money” instead of going 
to war 

 � Kings could also increase their income by 
managing their estates well and granting 
market rights to towns. They could also sell 
special privileges, such as fishing rights.

6. The great philosopher Shankara advocat-
ed 

(a)  Dvaita 
(b)  Advaita
(c)  Hinduism 
(d)  Altruism

Explanation :  (B)

 � The great Indian philosopher Shankara 
advocated Advaita. Advaita is a Hindu 
philosophy that states that the soul is 
identical with God. It is also known as the 
doctrine of the oneness of the individual 

soul and the Supreme God. 
 � Shankara is considered one of the most 

influential Indian philosophers from the 
classical period. He is revered by Advaita 
Vedānta’s teaching tradition and monastic 
lineages, and continues to influence 
virtually all contemporary lineages today. 

 � Shankara is also credited with unifying 
and establishing the main currents of 
thought in Hinduism. He established the 
importance of monastic life as sanctioned 
in the Upanishads and Brahma Sutra.

Dvaita :

 � It is a Sanskrit word that means “duality” or 
“dualism”. It refers to a concept in which two 
truths or principles are completely separate 
and independent. Dvaita is a school of 
Vedanta, one of the six philosophical 
systems of Indian philosophy. 

 � Dvaita Vedanta states that god and 
individual souls are completely separate. 
For example, Dvaita posits more than 
one fundamental metaphysical principle 
to explain the universe or a fundamental 
distinction between the human souls and 
the Supreme Being. 

 � Dvaita is based on the teaching of one of 
the great saints of India in around 13th 
century, Sri Madhavacharya. Madhva, also 
known as Anandatirtha, lived from around 
1199 to 1278 and came from the area of 
modern Karnataka state.

Altruism :

 � It is a selfless concern for the welfare of 
others. It is a core aspect of many religious 
traditions, including Hinduism. 

 � Altruism is also a key aspect of many 
humanitarian and philanthropic causes.

Some examples of altruism include:

1. Helping others without expecting 
anything in return

2.  Forgoing things that may benefit 
oneself but may cost others

3.  Sharing scarce resources
4.  Helping others despite knowing the 

personal risks or costs involved
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 � Buddhism, which originated in India, 
also contributed to the spread of altruistic 
behavior to other species.

7. The purpose of Mohammad Ghazni’s at-
tack on India was 

(a) To plunder the wealth of India 
(b)  To spread Islam in India
(c)  To rule over the territories of India
(d)  None of these

Explanation :  (A)

 � The purpose of Mohammad Ghazni’s attack 
on India was to plunder the wealth of India. 

 � Mahmud of Ghazni, a powerful Turkic 
ruler, attacked India 17 times between 1000 
and 1027 AD. His primary goal was to 
plunder the rich temples of northern India, 
most notably the famous Somnath Temple.

 � In 1025 AD, he raided the Somnath Temple 
on the coast of Kathiawad and the temple 
was destroyed in 1026 AD.

8. What was the important reason for the 
fall of Vijayanagar Empire?

(a)  Unity among the Muslim rulers
(b) Internal instability and weakness of 

Princes
(c)  Moplah’s rebellion
(d) Economic bankruptcy

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Vijayanagara Empire was a medieval 
Hindu empire that ruled much of Southern 
India from 1336 to 1646.

 � The empire’s power declined after a military 
defeat in 1565, and it is generally agreed that 
the empire’s fall was due to a combination 
of factors:

•	 Unity among Muslim rulers: The sultans 
of Golconda and Ahmadnagar, who had 
lost much to Rama Raya, may have formed 
an alliance to destroy Vijayanagar’s power.

 � The Battle of Talikota in 1565 is considered 
a major reason for the fall of the Vijayanagar 
Empire. The battle was fought between the 
Hindu king of the Vijayanagar Empire 
and the four Deccan Sultanates of Bidar, 
Bijapur, Ahmadnagar, and Golconda.

 � The battle resulted in the defeat of the 
Vijayanagara Empire, the capture and death 
of Rama Raya, and the destruction of much 
of the city of Vijayanagar. 

 � The Vijayanagar Empire was established in 
1336 and was based in the Deccan region 
of southern India. The empire fell in 1678. 

Other reasons for the decline of the 
Vijayanagara Empire include:

1. Corruption
2. Complacency
3. Laziness
4. Lack of coordination and 

understanding in the army
 � The Vijayanagara Empire was established 

in 1336 by the brothers Harihara I and 
Bukka Raya I of the Sangama dynasty. The 
empire’s capital was Vijayanagara, later 
renamed Hampi, and its extensive ruins are 
now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

9. During Aurangzeb’s reign, which of the 
following were not included in his gov-
ernment?  

(a)  Rajputs
(b)  Pathans
(c) Marathas 
(d) All of these

Explanation :  (C)

 � During Aurangzeb’s reign,  the 
Marathas  were not included in his 
government. 

 � Aurangzeb’s Deccan policy led to the 
destruction of the best soldiers and the 
Mughal Empire’s downfall. He waged a long 
war against the Marathas, and the Deccan 
wars between the Mughal Empire and the 
Marathas lasted from 1680 until 1707. 

 � Aurangzeb’s policies of religious 
persecution and attempts to extinguish the 
Maratha power led to the weakening and 
eventual downfall of the Mughal Empire. 

 � Aurangzeb initially sought to strengthen 
his position by forming alliances with the 
Rajputs.  He married their princesses and 
appointed them to important positions in 
his court. 
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 � However, his policies towards the Rajputs 
gradually became more oppressive, leading 
to a series of wars and rebellions.

10. “Bijanti” government is compared to the 
Chola’s for 

(a) Rural democracy
(b) Administrative system
(c) Land revenue collection system
(d)  Display of wealth

Explanation :  (D)

 � The “Bijanti” government is compared to 
the Chola’s for display of wealth. 

 � The Chola administration is still 
respected today because they followed 
decentralization of power. This allowed 
the Cholas to easily manage their large 
empire. Decentralization of power refers to 
the transfer of power or authority from the 
central to the local governments. 

 � The Cholas also believed in local self-
government. In many villages, the villagers 
themselves carried out the administration, 
not the government officials. These villages 
had three types of assemblies:
1. the ur, 
2. the sabha, and 
3. the nagaram.

1980

11. Whose name is associated with Fatehpur 
Sikri? 

(a)  Akbar
(b)  Babar
(c) Shah Jahan
(d)  Hamayun

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Mughal Emperor Akbar is associated 
with Fatehpur Sikri. Akbar founded the 
city in 1569 to commemorate his victory 
over Mewar. It served as the capital of the 
Mughal Empire from 1571 to 1585. 

 � The city is located in the Agra District of 
Uttar Pradesh, India, and is named after the 
village of Sikri that was previously located 
on the site. The city is predominantly made 

of red sandstone and is 37 kilometers from 
Agra. 

 � Akbar also built the Buland Darwaza at 
Fatehpur Sikri to commemorate his victory.

Babur (1483-1530) :

 � He was the founder of the Mughal Empire 
in India and the first Mughal Emperor. His 
real name was Zahir-ud-Din Muhammad, 
which means “Defender of the Faith”. 

 � Babur was a descendant of the great 
Turkic conqueror Timur and the great 
Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan. He was 
a Chagatai Turk, a branch of the Turks 
named after Genghis Khan’s second son. 

 � Babur was a brilliant military strategist and 
a skilled tactician. He was also a poet and 
a writer. 

Babur’s military conquests include:

 � 1504: Babur occupied Kabul
 � 1524: Babur occupied Lahore but had to 

retreat to Kabul after Daulat Khan turned 
against him

 � 1525: Babur attacked and occupied Punjab 
again 

 � In the Battle of Ghagra in AD 1529, Babur 
defeated the Afghans on the banks of the 
river Ghagra after defeating the Rajputs. 
Babur’s power consequently encompassed 
nearly all of northern India.

Shah Jahan (1592 - 1666) :

 � He was the fifth Mughal emperor of India, 
ruling from 1628 to 1658. He was a military 
commander and grandson of the Great 
Akbar. His birth name was Shahab-ud-din 
Muhammad Khurram. 

 � Shah Jahan is known for his contributions 
to Indian Mughal architecture, including 
the Taj Mahal, the Pearl Mosque, the 
Red Fort, and the Jama Masjid. These 
monuments combine Persian, Indian, and 
Islamic architectural styles. Shah Jahan 
was also a patron of poetry and literature 
flourished during his reign. 

 � Shah Jahan is also known for advocating 
for equality between Hindus and Muslims.
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Humayun (1508 - 1556) :

 � He was the second Mughal emperor of 
India. He ruled from 1530 to 1540 and 
again from 1555 until his death in 1556. 
Humayun was the son and successor of 
Babur, the founder of the Mughal dynasty. 

 � Humayun is also known as Nasir-ud-Din 
Muhammad. During his reign, he focused 
on architectural development instead of 
expanding his empire. 

Humayun’s reign can be divided into two 
periods:

(1) 1530-1540 AD

 � Humayun was an inexperienced ruler who 
fought with his step-brothers. Sher Shah 
Suri attacked Mughal territories from 
Bengal.

(2) 1555-1556 AD

 � Humayun besieged the fortress of Kalinjar 
in Bundelkhand, defeated the Afghans 
at Douhrua, drove out Sultan Mahmood 
Lodhi from Jaunpur, and defeated Bahadur 
Shah of Gujarat. 

 � Humayun was more of an adventurer than 
a consolidator of his empire. He was driven 
from his capital of Delhi by the Afghan 
usurper Shēr Shah of Sūr. He had to leave 
India for Afghanistan and Iran.

12. Which one of the following was the cause 
of disintegration of the Mughal Empire?  

(a) War of succession among sons of 
Aurangzeb

(b) Attacks of Nadir Shah and Ahmad 
Shah Abdali

(c)  Revolts of various communities like 
Jats, Sikhs, Rajputs, etc.

(d)  All of the above mentioned factors 
contributed to the downfall of the 
Mughal Empire 

Explanation :  (D)

All of the above factors contributed to the 
downfall of the Mughal Empire:

Foreign invasions

 � The invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad 
Shah Abdali drained the Mughals’ wealth 
and shook the empire’s stability.

Weak successors :

 � The Mughals didn’t have a succession law, 
so when a ruler died, his brothers would 
fight for the throne. This weakened the 
empire, especially after Aurangzeb’s death.

Aurangzeb’s policies :

 � Historians disagree on Aurangzeb’s religious 
views, but some say he was intolerant and 
wanted to destroy other religions. Others 
say his constant conflicts with the Marathas 
and Sikhs weakened the empire.

Inefficient rulers :

 � Some say the inefficiency of the later 
Mughal rulers was the main reason for the 
empire’s fall. 

Other factors that contributed to the 
decline of the Mughal Empire include:

1. Aurangzeb’s long war in the Deccan: 
This strained the empire’s military 
and financial resources.

2. Demoralization of the Mughal 
army: This was caused by financial 
difficulties from continuous wars.

3. Decline in efficiency of the Mughal 
administration: The later Mughal 
emperors couldn’t control their 
powerful mansabdars.

13. Who was the famous Deccan Hindu King 
whose fleet crossed the Bay of Bengal 
with an army and conquered a number of 
sates in Sumatra, Java and Malaysia?

(a)  Rajaraja I 
(b) Rajendra Chola
(c)  Pulakesin
(d) Mahipala II 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Rajendra Chola I was a Tamil Chola 
emperor of South India who crossed the 
Bay of Bengal and conquered states in 
Sumatra, Java, and Malaysia. 
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 � Rajendra Chola I was the son of Rajaraja 
and developed a navy for expeditions to 
the Ganga valley, Sri Lanka, and Southeast 
Asia.

 � He successfully invaded the Srivijaya 
kingdom in Southeast Asia, which led to 
the decline of the empire there. 

 � Rajendra Chola I built a new capital called 
Gangaikonda Cholapuram to celebrate his 
victories in northern India.

 � The name means “the town of the Chola 
who took over Ganga”. He also took the 
title of Gangaiknodachola, which means 
“conqueror of Ganga”.

14. Which dynasty was well-known for excel-
lent village administration? 

(a)  Pandyas
(b) Pallavas
(c)  Cholas 
(d)  Chalukyas

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Uttaramerur inscriptions, written 
in Tamil and Granta script, provide 
details about the Chola administration. 
The inscriptions, which date from 919–
921 AD, describe the functioning and 
constitution of the local sabha. They also 
provide information about the village 
administration, taxation, and land revenue 
under the Cholas.

 � The Chola dynasty was known for its 
excellent village administration. The Cholas 
were one of the longest ruling dynasties in 
South India’s history.

 � The Chola administrative system was 
known for its village autonomy, with Chola 
officials acting more as observers than 
administrators. 

 � The Chola dynasty was also known for 
its local self-government. The king was 
the supreme authority of the state, and a 
Council of Ministers helped the king with 
state affairs.

The Pandyas :

 � They were an ancient Tamil dynasty that 
ruled over the southern part of the Indian 

subcontinent until the end of the 15th 
century. The Pandyas were one of the four 
great kingdoms of Tamilakam, along with 
the Pallavas, the Cholas, and the Cheras. 

 � The Pandyas established their dynasty in 
southern Tamil Nadu by the end of the 
sixth century CE. Their main city was 
Madurai, where Tamil kings held three 
Sangam poetry academies. The Pandyas 
initially practiced Jainism, but later became 
Hindus, specifically Shaivas.

 � The Pandyas were excellent traders, with 
their trade routes extending from Vanish 
Cody and Pol Pod to Rome and Greece, 
and all the way up to China, Malaysia, and 
Maldives. They also produced the finest 
pearls along the South Indian coast. 

 � The Pandyas were unable to oppose the 
Delhi Sultanate’s imperial desires

The Pallava dynasty :

 � They ruled a large portion of the Deccan, 
also known as Tondaimandalam, from 275 
CE to 897 CE. The Pallavas were a powerful 
force in the South around the 4th century 
AD and were at the height of their power in 
the seventh century AD. 

 � The Pallavas were patrons of art and 
architecture and are considered the 
originators of Dravidian style architecture.

 � Some of the best examples of Pallava art 
and architecture are the Kailasanathar 
Temple at Kanchipuram, the Shore Temple 
and the Pancha Rathas of Mahabalipuram.
The Chalukya dynasty :

 � These was a Hindu dynasty that ruled parts 
of central and southern India from the 6th 
to 12th centuries.

The Chalukyas ruled as three related but 
separate dynasties:

1. Badami Chalukyas

 � The earliest Chalukya dynasty, which ruled 
from the mid-6th century. Their capital was 
Badami (Vatapi) in Karnataka. The Badami 
Chalukyas declined after the death of their 
greatest king, Pulakesin II, in 642 AD.
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2. Western Chalukyas

 � Ruled as emperors in the Deccan from 
543 to 757 CE and again from about 975 
to about 1189. Tailapa II (973-997 CE) 
is considered one of the founders of the 
Western Chalukya dynasty.

3. Eastern Chalukyas

 � Ruled in Vengi (in eastern Andhra Pradesh 
state) from about 624 to about 1070. 

 � The Chalukyas and the Pallavas were major 
kingdoms that ruled much of South India. 
The Chalukyas had their capital at the 
Raichur Doab located between the Krishna 
and Tungabhadra rivers. 

 � The Chalukyas left behind more than 150 
monuments, built between 450 and 700, in 
the Malaprabha basin in Karnataka.

 � Their most celebrated monuments include 
the rock-cut temples of Pattadakal, Badami, 
and Aihole, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.

15. Who were ‘Jagirdars’ during the reign of 
Akbar? 

(a)  Large estate owners
(b)  Officials of state who were given jagir 

in place of cash pay
(c)  Revenue collectors
(d)  Autonomous rulers under Akbar

Explanation :  (B)

 � During the reign of Akbar, Jagirdars were 
officials of the state who were given lands, 
called “jagirs”, in lieu of cash pay. The 
Mughal emperor gave these land grants 
to nobles, officials, and military officers in 
return for their services.

 � The jagirdars collected revenues from these 
lands and were primarily responsible for 
maintaining loyalty to the emperor. 

 � The jagirdar system was introduced by the 
Delhi Sultanate, and continued during the 
Mughal Empire. The land assignments to 
Jagirdars were hereditary.

16. What was not the most important feature 
of land revenue system of Akbar? 

(a)  Collection of land revenue in kind or 
cash

(b)  Collection of land revenue based on 
accurate measurement of land

(c) Collection of land revenue directly at 
the central treasury

(d) Fixation of rates

Explanation :  (B)

 � The most important feature of Akbar’s land 
revenue system was not the collection of 
land revenue directly at the central treasury. 

 � Akbar’s land revenue system was known 
as Zabti or Bandobast. Under this system, 
revenue circles were created within 
provinces and revenue rates were fixed for 
specific crops. The revenue was calculated 
based on the average produce and price 
over the past 10 years. One third of the 
average produce was the king’s share. 

Some other features of the system include:

1.  Revenue officers were instructed to 
treat the peasants well.

2.  Loans were advanced to the peasants 
to buy seeds, cattle, and implements.

3.  If the crops failed due to drought or 
flood, the state granted remission of 
revenue. 

The system had some limitations, 
including:

1.  The assessment of land productivity 
was often not accurate.

2.  The system’s implementation relied 
heavily on local administrators, 
which could result in corruption and 
exploitation.

17. The Ajanta Caves were built during the 
period of

(a) Guptas 
(b) Kushans 
(c) Mauryas 
(d) Chalukyas 

Explanation :  (A)
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 � The Ajanta Caves were built during the 
Gupta period, which lasted from the 5th to 
6th centuries A.D. The caves were originally 
built in the 2nd and 1st centuries BCE, and 
the Gupta period saw the addition of many 
more richly decorated caves. 

 � The Ajanta Caves are located in 
Maharashtra, India. Some say that the 
caves were built by Buddhist monks over 
several centuries. Others say that the local 
feudalistic lord and king, Upendragupta, 
oversaw the construction of caves 17-20 
and 29.

The Kushans :

 � They were a ruling dynasty  that existed 
from the second century B.C. to the third 
century A.D. The Kushans were originally 
foreign invaders, but they became 
completely Indianized in their ways and 
culture. 

 � The Kushans were descended from the 
Yuezhi, a nomadic people from Central 
Asia. In the early first century CE, the 
Yuezhi began migrating westward into 
Bactria (present-day Afghanistan). The 
Kushans eventually settled in an area called 
Gandhara (present-day Pakistan and north 
India). 

 � The Kushans controlled large parts of 
the Silk Route, which led to the spread of 
Buddhism into China, Korea, and Japan.

Some works from the Kushan period 
include:

1.  Birth of the Buddha Shakyamuni
2.  Torso of a Bodhisattva
3.  The Gift of Anathapindada
4.  Panel with the god Zeus/Serapis/

Ohrmazd and worshiper
5.  Panel fragment with the god Shiva/

Oesho 
 � The most famous ruler of the Kushana 

dynasty was Kanishka, who ruled from 78 
A.D. to 102 A.D. His empire extended up to 
Bihar and included areas of Central India, 
Gujarat, Sind, Punjab, Afghanistan, and 
Bactria. 

 � After the death of Emperor Vasudeva I in 

225, the Kushan Empire split into western 
and eastern halves.

The Chalukya dynasty :

 � These was a Hindu dynasty that ruled parts 
of central and southern India from the 6th 
to 12th centuries.

The Chalukyas ruled as three related but 
separate dynasties:

1. Badami Chalukyas :

 � The earliest Chalukya dynasty, which ruled 
from the mid-6th century. Their capital was 
Badami (Vatapi) in Karnataka. The Badami 
Chalukyas declined after the death of their 
greatest king, Pulakesin II, in 642 AD.

2. Western Chalukyas :

 � Ruled as emperors in the Deccan from 
543 to 757 CE and again from about 975 
to about 1189. Tailapa II (973-997 CE) 
is considered one of the founders of the 
Western Chalukya dynasty.

3. Eastern Chalukyas :

 � Ruled in Vengi (in eastern Andhra Pradesh 
state) from about 624 to about 1070. 

 � The Chalukyas and the Pallavas were major 
kingdoms that ruled much of South India. 
The Chalukyas had their capital at the 
Raichur Doab located between the Krishna 
and Tungabhadra rivers. 

 � The Chalukyas left behind more than 150 
monuments, built between 450 and 700, in 
the Malaprabha basin in Karnataka.

 � Their most celebrated monuments include 
the rock-cut temples of Pattadakal, Badami, 
and Aihole, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.

1981

18. Which statement about Amir Khusrau is 
not true? 

(a)  He worked for the Hindu-Muslim 
Unity 

(b)  He was a great poet 
(c)  He was a great historian
(d) He wrote poetry in Hindi and Urdu 
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Explanation :  (D)

 � Amir Khusrau (1252-1325) was the famous 
Persian writer of this period and not Urdu. 
He also wrote some Hindi verses. So correct 
option is D. His famous work Tughlaq 
Nama deals with the rise of Ghyiasuddin 
Tughlaq.

 � He also catered to the cause of peaceful 
coexistence of Hindu-Muslim in the 
society.

 � He is  known as the “father  of Urdu  
literature” and is also credited with 
contributing to the development of the 
ghazal. 

 � Khusrau was a Sufi poet, musician, and 
scholar from South Asia. He wrote poetry 
primarily in Persian and Hindavi, which is a 
combination of local Bhojpuri and Persian. 
Hindavi later evolved into Hindi and Urdu. 

 � Khusrau is also credited with being the 
“founder of qawwali,” a Sufi devotional 
singing style. He is also credited with 
introducing new ragas such as ghora and 
Sanam, and with inventing the sitar.

19. Bijak was written by 

(a)  Tulsidas 
(b)  Ramdas
(c)  Guru Nanak
(d)  Kabirdas 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Kabir Das wrote the famous poem Bijak. 
The book is a collection of the 15th-century 
Indian poet and saint Sant Kabir’s verses. 
The verses cover various aspects of life, 
spirituality, and human nature. 

 � Bijak is a holy scripture for followers of the 
Kabirpanthi religion. It is one of the earliest 
major texts in modern Hindi. 

 � Kabir was born into a Muslim family and 
was influenced by both Hindu and Islamic 
teachings. He composed his works in a mix 
of Hindi and Urdu.

20. Which Mughal ruler introduced the 
Mansabdari system in India? 
(a)  Akbar 
(b)  Humayun

(c)  Shahjahan 
(d)  Babar

Explanation :  (A)

 � Mughal Emperor Akbar introduced the 
Mansabdari system in 1571. The system was 
used in early modern India and determined 
the rank and status of military generals and 
government officials. 

 � The word “mansab” is Arabic for “rank” 
or “position”. The system gave nobles the 
right to hold a revenue assignment, or jagir, 
for their services. The emperor had direct 
control over these nobles. 

 � The ranks were divided into Zat, Sawar, 
and Chehra. Mansabdars were military 
commanders, high civil and military 
officers, and provincial governors.

 � Mansabdars whose rank was one thousand 
or below were called Amir, while those 
above 1,000 were called Amir-al Kabir.

 � Under this system, every officer was 
assigned a rank, or mansab. The lowest rank 
was 10 and the highest was 5,000 during 
the early reign of Akbar. Later, Akbar raised 
the highest rank to 10,000 and then 12,000. 

 � The Mansabdari system had 33 categories 
of Mansabdars. The lowest Mansabdar 
commanded ten soldiers, while the highest 
commanded 10,000. Only the royal family’s 
princes and the most powerful Rajput 
rulers received a mansab of 10,000.  

 � Akbar’s Mansabdari and Jagirdari system 
strengthened the empire’s administration. 
Jahangir and Shah Jahan later introduced 
new systems into the original Mansabdari 
system.

21. Why did Md-Bin-Tughlak change his cap-
ital from Delhi to Hyderabad/Deogiri? 

(a)  Because he wanted to improve trade 
in Deccan

 (b) Because he wanted to spread Islam in 
the

(c)  Because he wanted to punish the 
people of Delhi

(d)  Because he wanted to escape from 
Mongolian invasion
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Explanation :  (D)

 � Muhammad bin Tughlaq, the second ruler 
of the Tughlaq dynasty, moved his capital 
from Delhi to Devagiri in 1327 for two 
main reasons:
1. Central location: To establish the 

capital at the center of his vast empire
2. Protection: To protect the capital 

from foreign invasions 
 � Tughlaq renamed Devagiri as Daulatabad. 

However, the plan was not implemented 
properly, and many common people 
suffered. Tughlaq soon realized that it 
was difficult to keep an eye on northern 
frontiers from the new capital. He issued 
orders to reshift his capital to Delhi.

1982

22. Which of the chronological order for the 
construction of the following is correct? 

1.  Taj Mahal 
2.  Qutab Minar
3. Fatehpur Sikri 
4. Agra Fort

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below

(a)  2, 4, 3, 1  
(b)  2, 4, 1, 3
(c)  1, 2, 3, 4  
(d)  2, 3, 4, 1

Explanation :  (A)

 � Qutb-ud-din Aibak, the first Sultan and 
Muslim ruler of Delhi, built the Qutb 
Minar in 1192. The tower was completed in 
1368 by Firoz Shah Tughlaq. 

 � The Qutb Minar is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and a symbol of victory built 
in the early 13th century. The 72.5 meter 
high tower is made of red sandstone and 
tapers from 2.75 meters in diameter at the 
top to 14.32 meters at the base. 

 � The Qutb Minar was damaged by lightning 
in 1326 and 1368, and was repaired by 
Muhammad-bin-Tughluq and Firuz Shah 
Tughluq. In 1503, Sikandar Lodi restored 
and enlarged the upper storeys.

 � The Mughal emperor Akbar built the Agra 
Fort between 1565 and 1573. The fort was 
built as a tribute to the Mughal empire’s 
splendor. It’s a crescent-shaped fortress 
made of sandstone with a 2.5-kilometer-
long enclosure wall.

 � The Mughal Emperor Akbar built Fatehpur 
Sikri, also known as the City of Victory, 
between 1572 and 1585. The city was the 
capital of the Mughal Empire from 1571 to 
1585. 

 � Akbar built the city to honor the Sufi 
saint Sheikh Salim Chisti. The emperor 
is said to have gone to Sikri to seek the 
saint’s blessing for a son. The city is made 
primarily of red sandstone and is located 
about 37 kilometers from Agra. 

 � Fatehpur Sikri is a complex of monuments 
and temples, all in a uniform architectural 
style.

 � The complex includes the Jama Masjid, 
one of the largest mosques in India, and 
the Tomb of Salim Chishti. Other major 
attractions include the Buland Darwaza, 
the main gateway to the palace. 

 � In 1986, Fatehpur Sikri was designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

 � The Taj Mahal was built between 1631 and 
1648 by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan in 
memory of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal. The 
construction of the mausoleum was mainly 
finished in 1643, but work on other parts of 
the project continued for another 10 years. 

 � The Taj Mahal is an ivory-white marble 
mausoleum on the south bank of the 
Yamuna river in Agra, India. It was 
commissioned in 1632 by Shah Jahan, who 
ruled from 1628 to 1658. The Taj Mahal 
is considered one of the world’s heritage 
masterpieces and the jewel of Muslim art 
in India. 

 � The construction project employed around 
20,000 artisans under the guidance of a 
board of architects led by Ustad Ahmad 
Lahori, the emperor’s court architect.

23. Ramanuj Acharya gave stress on  

(a)  Bhakti 
(b)  Moksha
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(c) Dharma 
(d) None of these

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ramanujacharya, an Indian theologian 
and philosopher, stressed the importance 
of bhakti, or devotion to a personal God. 
He believed that bhakti was a means to 
spiritual liberation. 

 � Ramanujacharya’s interpretation of Hindu 
scripture is known as Vishishtadvait 
Vedanta. He developed a different approach 
to Vedanta by giving the concept of bhakti 
an intellectual basis. His philosophical 
foundations for devotionalism were 
influential to the Bhakti movement. 

 � Ramanujacharya argued that in order to 
attain salvation, grace of God was more 
important than knowledge about him. He 
emphasized that the path of prapatti or 
total reliance or surrender to God was open 
to all, irrespective of caste. 

 � In Hinduism, there are four main paths 
by which a follower can reach moksha, or 
liberation.

 � These paths are 
1. bhakti, the path of devotion; 
2. gnana, the path of knowledge; 
3. karma, the path of selfless service; and 
4. raja, the royal path of meditation.

24. The succession of Delhi Sultans to the 
throne was generally  

(a)  Hereditary
(b)  After fight between brothers 
(c) By killing the father 
(d)  Invasion 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The succession of Delhi Sultans to the 
throne was generally  hereditary.  This 
means that the eldest son or a chosen 
heir would succeed the ruler upon their 
death. However, there was no definite law 
of succession. 

 � The main factor in succession to the 
throne was military strength between 
brothers. This led to political instability. 

 � The history of the Delhi Sultanate shows 
that the death of the monarch was usually 
followed by a period of uncertainty. In the 
absence of a law of succession, intrigues, 
civil war, and violence became the order of 
the day. 

 � The confusion reached up to this extent 
that sometimes a son ascended the throne 
while his father was still alive.

25. Which of the following statements is cor-
rect for Guru Nanak?  

a)  He preached punishment for wicked 
b)  He preached against Muslims 
c)  He preached a war society
d)  He preached that “God is one”

Explanation :  (D)

 � Guru Nanak preached that “God is one”. 
 � Guru Nanak was the founder of Sikhism, a 

monotheistic religion that originated in the 
15th and 16th centuries. He believed in one 
God who was formless and omnipresent. 
He also believed in the unity of God, and 
that all human beings are equal, regardless 
of caste, class, religion, belief, color, sex, 
and race. 

 � Guru Nanak’s teachings also emphasized 
the equality of women and rejected the 
authority of the Vedas and the path 
of renunciation. His social teachings 
condemned the caste system and preached 
equality for all people, regardless of caste or 
gender.

1984

26. In whose reign Mughal painting art was 
at its zenith?  

(a)  Jahangir 
(b)  Babur
(c)  Shahjahan
(d)  Aurangzeb

Explanation :  (A)

 � Mughal painting reached its zenith during 
the reign of Emperor Jahangir. Jahangir 
was a naturalist who preferred paintings of 
flora and fauna. He also had a deep interest 
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in painting art, and during his reign, the 
Persian and Indian style of painting was 
fully synthesized. 

 � Mughal painting is a South Asian style of 
painting that originated from the territory 
of the Mughal Empire in the Indian 
subcontinent. It developed in the court 
of the Mughal Empire of the 16th to 18th 
centuries. 

Some characteristics of paintings during 
Jahangir’s reign include:

1.  Liberal use of golden colors along 
borders with colorful floral design

2.  The theme of the portraiture were 
mainly flora, fauna and birds

3.  The paintings were highly secular in 
form

27. Who established four Maths’ in four cor-
ners of India? 

(a)  Shankaracharya
(b)  Bhaskara
(c)  Ramanujacharya 
(d) None of these 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Adi Shankara, an eighth-century religious 
scholar and philosopher, established 
four Hindu mathas (monasteries) in four 
corners of India:
1. Dwarka: Gujarat

2. Joshimath: Uttarakhand

3. Puri: Odisha

4. Sringeri: Karnataka 
 � The mathas were established to uphold 

Sanatana Dharma (Hinduism) and 
propagate Vedanta. They were also meant 
to serve as centers for the 10 religious 
orders of Shankara’s group and as bulwarks 
for Hindu missionary activity. 

 � The mathas are among the most revered 
pilgrim destinations in India.

28. Ramanujacharya advocated  

(a)  Dvaita 
(b)  Advaita

(c) Bhakti cult 
(d)  Vaishnavism

Explanation :  (C)

 � Ramanujacharya was an Indian theologian, 
scholar, and social reformer who advocated 
for the Bhakti cult and the Vishishtadvaita 
philosophy. 

 � Ramanujacharya’s school of thought is 
called Monoism, which in Hindu religion 
translates into Vishishtadvaita Vedanta. 
In Vishista Advaita, both the world and 
Brahman are considered equally real.

 � Ramanuja advocated prabattimarga or the 
path of self-surrender to God. He invited 
downtrodden people to Vaishnavism and 
advocated salvation by Bhakti. 

 � Ramanujacharya was also an advocate of 
social equality among all sections of people.

 � He encouraged temples to open their doors 
to everyone irrespective of caste or position 
in society.

Dvaita and Advaita are two different 
philosophies:

1. Dvaita

 � Means duality, and is based on the idea that 
the creator and nature are two separate, 
eternal realities. Dvaita Vedanta originated 
in Southern India in the 13th century by 
Sri Madhvacarya. Dvaita Vedanta asserts 
that the world is real, and that everything, 
including the universe and God, is real. 
Dvaita Vedanta also states that souls and 
objects cannot exist without God, but that 
they are separate.

2. Advaita

•	 Means non-duality, and is based on 
the idea that there is only one supreme 
reality: God. Advaita Vedanta states that 
the self is identical with the ultimate reality, 
and that the soul is identical with God. 
Advaita propounds that the world is an 
illusion, and that all actions and emotions, 
including sorrow, are just false impressions.

Vaishnavism :

 � It is a major form of modern Hinduism 
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that involves the worship of Vishnu and his 
incarnations (avatars).

 � Vaishnavism is a “polymorphic 
monotheism” that recognizes many forms 
of one unitary divinity. 

 � Vaishnavism is mentioned in the Vedas, 
which were compiled around 1500 BCE. 
The writing of epics like the Mahabharata 
and Ramayana around 500 BCE later 
pushed the faith forward. 

Vaishnavism is characterized by:

1. Worship

 � Vaishnavism is the worship and acceptance 
of Vishnu as the supreme manifestation of 
the divine.

2. Polymorphic monotheism

 � Vaishnavism is a theology that recognizes 
many forms of one original deity.

3. Bhakti yoga

 � Bhakti yoga requires practicing devotion to 
the Supreme deity that’s based on a sincere 
desire to please, rather than the hope of 
reward or the fear of punishment.

4. Eternal beings

 � Vaishnavism acknowledges that all living 
beings are eternal persons, and that all life’s 
problems are rooted in the individual soul’s 
forgetfulness of his or her relationship with 
God. 

 � A devotee of Vishnu is called a Vaishnava.

29.  “Bhakti Cult” laid emphasis on 

(a) Idol worship
(b) Universal brotherhood
(c) Devotion to God
(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Bhakti Cult, a Hindu reform 
movement, emphasizes devotion to God. 
The movement originated in South India in 
the 9th century AD. 
The Bhakti movement emphasizes:

1.  Devotion to God
2.  The unity of Hindu gods

3.  Surrendering oneself to God
4.  Equality and brotherhood of all 

people
5.  The fundamental equality of all 

religions and individuals
6.  The individual’s direct connection to 

God
7.  The possibility of salvation for all 

through good deeds and simple living 

The Bhakti movement also:

1.  Rejected the caste system
2.  Emphasized the importance of self-

surrender for obtaining the bliss and 
grace of God

3.  Valued the importance of Gurus who 
acted as guides and preceptors

4.  Preached the principle of universal 
brotherhood Were against rituals, 
pilgrimages, and fasts

5.  Emphasized purity of heart and mind
6.  Preached monotheism

30. Which of the following is not true about 
the paintings of Mughal period? 

(a)  Religious scenes were depicted 
(b)  Scenes of nature were depicted 
(c)  Court and cultural scenes were 

depicted to balance communal 
harmony

(d)  Scenes of battles were depicted.

Explanation :  (C)

Mughal paintings were secular in nature 
and depicted themes such as:

 � Courtly life, Battle scenes, Mythology, 
Hunting scenes, Wildlife, Portraits. 

 � Mughal paintings were a style of South 
Asian painting that did not include Islamic 
themes.

 � They were generally made as miniatures 
and were confined to the Mughal court. 

 � Mughal artists introduced landscape 
painting as a distinct genre. They depicted 
scenes of gardens, rivers, hills, and forests, 
often combining them with human figures 
and architectural elements.
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31. Match the following: 

A. Krishnadeva 
Raya

1.  Construction of 
roads and land re-
forms

B. Hyder Ali 2.  Poems in Telugu 
C. Afghans and 
Turks 

3.  Mysore Wars

D. Sher Shah 4.  Construction of 
tombs and arches 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
below.

(a)  A-2, B-1, C-3, D-4 
(b)  A-2, B-3, C-4, D-1 
(c)  A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4 
(d)  A-3, B-4, C-2, D-1 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Krishnadeva Raya : Poems in Telugu
•	 Hyder Ali : Mysore Wars
•	 Afghans and Turks : Construction of 

tombs and arches
•	 Sher Shah : Construction of roads and land 

reforms

32. Write the correct chronological order of 
the following events: 

A.  Shifting of capital from Delhi to 
Daulatabad 

B.  First Battle of Panipat
C.  Second Battle of Tarain

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below

(a)  A, B, C 
(b)  C, A, B 
(c)  C, B, A 
(d)  A, C, B

Explanation :  (B)

•	 The Second Battle of Tarain :
 � It was fought in 1192 between the Ghurid 

forces of Muhammad Ghuri and the Rajput 
Confederacy of Prithviraj Chauhan. The 
battle took place near Tarain, which is now 
known as Taroari in Haryana, India. 

 � The battle resulted in the defeat of the 
Rajputs. This was the first time that a non 
Indian and non Hindu power emerged in 
Indian subcontinent. Finally this battle 
paved the way for Sultan rule in India. 

 � The First Battle of Tarain was fought 
in 1191, in which the Chahamana king 
Prithviraj Chauhan defeated the Ghurid 
sultan Mu’izz al-Din.

 � In 1328, Muhammad bin Tughluq of the 
Delhi Sultanate moved the capital of his 
kingdom from Delhi to Devagiri, which he 
renamed Daulatabad.

 � The name Daulatabad translates to “Abode 
of Wealth” or “The City of Fortune”. 

 � Tughluq was impressed by the fort and 
wanted to strengthen his control over the 
Deccan. He also wanted to protect himself 
from the threat of Mongol invasion from 
North west India. 

 � However, the move led to serious 
repercussions and Tughluq had to transfer 
the capital back to Delhi for various reasons. 

The First Battle of Panipat :

 � It took place on April 21, 1526, near the 
village of Panipat in present-day Haryana, 
India. The battle was fought between 
the forces of Babur and the Lodi Empire, 
and marked the beginning of the Mughal 
Empire. 

 � Babur’s forces defeated the larger army 
of Ibrahim Lodi, Sultan of Delhi, due to 
Babur’s tactics and the use of guns.

 � Babur’s new tactics included the Tulghuma 
and the Araba, and the sound of the 
canons frightened Lodhi’s war elephants. 
Babur also used field fortifications and the 
firepower of gunpowder. The Second and 
Third Battles of Panipat took place in 1556 
and 1761.

33. Ruins of Vijayanagar empire can be seen 
at

(a)  Hospet 
(b)  Hampi
(c)  Halebid 
(d) Madurni
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Explanation :  (B)

 � The ruins of the Vijayanagar Empire can 
be seen at Hampi, Karnataka. In 1986, 
UNESCO designated the ruins at Hampi as 
a World Heritage Site. 

 � Hampi was the capital of the Vijayanagar 
Empire, one of the largest empires in India’s 
history.

 � The empire flourished on the banks of 
the Tungabhadra River for more than 200 
years, from the mid-14th century. The 
ruins of Hampi include examples of temple 
architecture from the Vijayanagar period.

34. What is the correct order of the follow-
ing?  

A.  First Battle of Panipat
B.  Second Battle of Tarain
C.  Establishment of East India Company 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
below: 

1.  B, A, C  
2.  A, B, C
3.  C, A, B  
4.  C, B, A

Explanation :  (A)

The First Battle of Panipat :

 � It took place on April 21, 1526, near the 
village of Panipat in present-day Haryana, 
India. The battle was fought between 
the forces of Babur and the Lodi Empire, 
and marked the beginning of the Mughal 
Empire. 

 � Babur’s forces defeated the larger army 
of Ibrahim Lodi, Sultan of Delhi, due to 
Babur’s tactics and the use of guns.

 � Babur’s new tactics included the Tulghuma 
and the Araba, and the sound of the 
canons frightened Lodhi’s war elephants. 
Babur also used field fortifications and the 
firepower of gunpowder. The Second and 
Third Battles of Panipat took place in 1556 
and 1761.

The Second Battle of Tarain :

 � It was fought in 1192 between the Ghurid 

forces of Muhammad Ghuri and the Rajput 
Confederacy of Prithviraj Chauhan. The 
battle took place near Tarain, which is now 
known as Taroari in Haryana, India. 

 � The battle resulted in the defeat of the 
Rajputs. This was the first time that a non 
Indian and non Hindu power emerged in 
Indian subcontinent. Finally this battle 
paved the way for Sultan rule in India. 

 � The First Battle of Tarain was fought 
in 1191, in which the Chahamana king 
Prithviraj Chauhan defeated the Ghurid 
sultan Mu’izz al-Din.

The British East India Company (EIC) :

 � It was established on December 31, 1600, 
when Queen Elizabeth I granted it a Royal 
Charter. The company was a joint stock 
company owned by British aristocrats and 
merchants. It was originally chartered as 
the “Governor and Company of Merchants 
of London trading into the East Indies”. 

 � The EIC was established to trade with East 
and Southeast Asia and India. The company 
initially traded with maritime Southeast 
Asia, but later traded with China and India. 
The company was originally created to 
participate in the East Indian spice trade, 
but later added items such as cotton, silk, 
tea, and opium. 

 � The EIC dominated much of the Indian 
subcontinent between 1611 and 1858. In 
1651, the company set up the first English 
factory on the banks of the river Hugli 
in Bengal. By 1696, the company began 
building a fort around the Hugli settlement.

 � In 1690, the company bought the Sultanate, 
Gobindapur, and Kolkata to build factories. 
In 1717, the Mughal Empire issued a 
Farman, or trade license, to the company. 
The EIC was dissolved in 1874.

35. The following are the rulers of the slave 
dynasty  

1.  Ghiyas-ud-din Balban 
2. Iltutmish
3.  Qutb-ud-din Aibak
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4.  Nasir ud-din Mahmud 

The correct order in which these sultans 
ruled over India is

(a)  2 3 1 4 
(b) 1 4 2 3 
(c) 4 1 2 3  
(d) 3 2 4 1

Explanation :  (D)

 � Qutb al-Din Aibak founded the Slave 
dynasty in India. In 1210, Qutb-ud-din 
Aibak died in an accident while he was 
playing polo. He fell from the horseback 
and was severely injured. He was buried in 
Lahore near the Anarkali bazaar.

 � Qutub Din Aibak was succeeded by 
Iltutmish. He was another slave who rose 
to the level of a Sultan, thus extending the 
Slave Dynasty.

 � Nasir ud din Mahmud, Nasir ud din Firuz 
Shah was the eighth sultan of the Slave 
Sultanate.

 � Ghiyas ud din Balban was the ninth sultan 
of the Mamluk or slave dynasty of Delhi.

1985

36. Which of the following statements re-
garding Adi Shankaracharya is/are cor-
rect?   

I. He was one of the greatest Hindu 
scholars 

II.  He was born in Kerala
III.  First ever Indian feature film in 

Sanskrit was made after his name
IV.  The above feature film was adjudged 

the best film for the year 1983
V.  He wrote a commentary on the 

Upanishads 

Of these statements : 

(a)  All are correct
(b)  Only I, II and III are correct
(c)  Only I, III and V are correct
(d)  All except II are correct

Explanation :  (A)

•	 All statements about Adi Shankaracharya 

are correct:
 � He was one of the greatest Hindu scholars
 � He was born in Kerala
 � First ever Indian feature film in Sanskrit 

was made after his name
 � The above feature film was adjudged the 

best film for the year 1983
 � He wrote a commentary on the Upanishads
 � Adi Shankaracharya (788–820 CE) was an 

Indian Vedic scholar and teacher who lived 
in the 8th century CE. He is considered 
one of India’s greatest philosophers. His 
writings are based on the Advaita Vedanta 
school of Hinduism.

 � Adi Shankaracharya is credited with 
unifying and establishing the main currents 
of thought in Hinduism.

He is also known for:

1.  Establishing the importance of 
monastic life

2.  Establishing four mathas in Sringeri, 
Dwarka, Puri, and Badrinath

3.  Traveling across India to spread his 
philosophy through debates and 
discourses

4.  Believing that the Upanishads are 
the only way to gain knowledge of 
Brahman

5.  Believing that yoga could help people 
acquire moksha knowledge 

 � The first Sanskrit film ever made was Adi 
Shankaracharya in 1983 by G.V. Iyer. 
It won four awards at the 31st National 
Film Awards, including Best Film, Best 
Screenplay, Best Cinematography, and Best 
Audiography. 

37. Match the following: 

A. Amir Khusro 1. 14th century
B. Kabir 2. 13th century
C. Abul Fazal 3. 15th century
D. Tukaram 4.16th century: 

5. 17th century 

Codes:  ABCD
(a)  3 4 2 5  
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(b)  5 2 1 4 
(c) 2 3 4 5 
(d) 1 3 5 4 

Explanation : 

Amir Khusrau (1253 - 1325) :

 � He was a poet, historian, and Sufi musician 
and scholar from the 13th and 14th 
centuries. He is known as one of the four 
great pillars of Persian literature from the 
14th century. 

 � Khusrau is credited with combining 
Persian, Arabic, Turkic, and Indian singing 
traditions to create qawwali, a type of Sufi 
devotional song. He is also credited with 
inventing Tarana and Trivat. 

 � Khusrau is known as “Tuti-e-Hind”, or 
“Indian Nightingale”, in the Indian music 
industry. His most famous work, the 
khamsa known as khusro ka khamsa, was 
composed during the reign of Alau-din 
Khilji.

Kabir :

 � He was a famous 15th century Hindi poet, 
was born in 1425 AD in Varanasi. He was 
a weaver who rejected the external forms 
of worship of both Islam and Brahminical 
Hinduism. His teachings were based on a 
rejection of major religious traditions and 
he believed in Hindu-Muslim unity. 

 � Kabir’s teachings influenced Guru Nanak, 
who founded Sikhism in the 15th century. 
Kabir contributed 217 songs to the Sikh 
holy book, the Guru Granth Sahib, more 
than any other Guru. 

 � Kabir’s legacy continues through the 
Kabir Panth, a religious community that 
recognizes him as its founder.

Abul Fazl (1551 - 1602) :

 � He was an Indian historian, writer, and 
politician who lived during the 16th 
century. He was a friend and counselor to 
the Mughal emperor Akbar, and served as 
the empire’s grand vizier from 1579 until 
his death in 1602. 

 � Abul Fazl is considered one of India’s 

greatest historians. He wrote a detailed 
history of Akbar’s reign, known as 
Akbarnama, which includes A’in-i Akbari. 
A’in-i Akbari is a primary source for Akbar’s 
administrative institutions and explains the 
Mughal concept of kingship. 

 � Abul Fazl was born in Agra to the Indian 
scholar and teacher Shaikh Mubarak. 
Shaikh Mubarak educated Abul Fazl in the 
Islamic sciences, Greek philosophy, and 
mysticism.

Sant Tukaram Maharaj (1608–1650) :

 � He was a 17th century Marathi poet and 
saint. He was a devotee of Vitthal, a form of 
Lord Krishna, and a member of the Bhakti 
movement in Maharashtra. Tukaram 
is known for his devotional poetry and 
community-oriented worship with spiritual 
songs called kirtans. 

 � Tukaram was born in 1608 in the village 
of Dehu, which is now part of the city of 
Pune. He lived with Maratha ruler Shivaji 
Maharaj and saints such as Eknath and 
Ramdas. 

 � Tukaram’s poetry is compiled in the Marathi 
language work Tukaram Gatha, which was 
likely composed between 1632 and 1650.

38. Which of the following statements is cor-
rect?  

(a) The village was the basic unit of Chola 
administration

(b) The Chola kingdom was on the 
decline in the 9th century.

(c)  Amoghavarsha is the  best 
remembered of the Chola kings

(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

The correct statement is (a) The village was 
the basic unit of Chola administration: 

 � The Chola village administration was well-
developed and systematic. The village (ur) 
was the basic unit of local administration, 
followed by the sub-region (nadu) and 
district (kottam). Groups of villages formed 
larger units called “Nadu”.

 � The village council and the nadu performed 
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administrative functions such as dispensing 
justice and collecting taxes. 

 � The Chola kingdom was divided into 
provinces called mandalams. The 
mandalams were further divided into 
valanadus. Each valanadu consisted of a 
certain number of villages. 

 � The Chola kingdom rose in the 9th century. 
Some famous Chola kings include Karikala 
Chola, Rajaraja Chola, Rajendra Chola, 
and Kulothunga Chola I.

 � The Chola dynasty ruled South India from 
the 9th to the 13th centuries. The dynasty’s 
decline began in the 12th century and 
continued into the 13th century.

 � The Chola empire was completely destroyed 
in 1310 when Malik Kafur, a general in 
Alauddin Khilji’s army, invaded South 
India. 

The Chola dynasty’s decline was caused 
by a number of factors, including:

1.  Lack of resources
2.  Inefficiency
3.  Corruption
4.  Succession rivalries
5.  Infiltration of armed forces
6.  Increasing corruption and continuous 

expeditions
7.  Local chiefs gaining power 

 � The Cholas were one of the richest and 
strongest imperial forces of the time, but 
they were unable to regain their previous 
position.

 � Rajaraja Chola I (985-1014 CE) and his son 
Rajendra Chola are considered to be the 
best-remembered Chola kings. 

 � Rajaraja Chola I is considered one of 
the greatest rulers in Indian history. He 
is known for his military conquests, 
architectural achievements, and patronage 
of the arts and sciences. During his rule, 
the Chola kingdom grew into an extensive 
and well-knit empire. 

 � Rajendra Chola’s major achievement was 
capturing regions in north India. He took 
the title “gangaikonda” in memory of this 
conquest. He also developed a new capital 

called “gangaikonda cholapuram” and built 
a large Shiva temple.

39. Shivaji was coronated at  

(a)  Raigarh 
(b)  Aurangabad 
(c)  Peshawar 
(d)  Bundela

Explanation :  (A)

 � Shivaji was crowned king of the Maratha 
Empire at Raigad Fort on June 6, 1674. The 
coronation was a lavish ceremony and an 
important landmark in the history of the 
Indian subcontinent. 

 � After his coronation, Shivaji assumed the 
title of Chhatrapati. He also married into 
some of the leading old Maratha families to 
strengthen his social position. 

 � Shivaji died in April 1680, in the mountain 
stronghold of Raigad, which he had made 
his capital.

40. Assertion (A): Hiuen Tsang came to India 
during Harsha’s rule.  

Reason (R): His main objective was to visit 
the Buddhist shrines.  

(a)  if A and R both are correct and R is 
the correct explanation of A

(b)  if A and R both are correct but R is 
not the correct explanation of A

(c)  if A is incorrect but R is correct
(d) if A is correct but R is incorrect

Explanation :  (A)

 � Hiuen Tsang, a Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, 
visited India during the reign of King 
Harshabardhan in 630 A.D. He stayed for 
15 years, studying Hinayana and Mahayana 
Buddhism in monasteries such as Kashmir, 
Sialkot, Kanauj, and Nalanda. 

 � Hiuen Tsang’s main objective was to acquire 
awareness of Buddhism and collect its 
religious texts. He visited many important 
Buddhist sites like Lumbini, Kusinagara, 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official119Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MEDIEVAL HISTORY

Saranath, Bodh Gaya, Amaravati, Ajanta, 
and Nalanda.

41. Match the columns:  

A. Amir Khusro 1. 16th century
B. Dinilllahi 2.12th century

C. Qutub Minar 3.14th century
D. Chand Bardai 4. 13th century

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

ABCD

(a) 4 1 2 3 
(b) 4 1 3 2
(c)  3 2 4 1 
(d) 2 3 4 1

Explanation :  (B)

Amir Khusrau (1253 - 1325) :

 � He was a poet, historian, and Sufi musician 
and scholar from the 13th and 14th 
centuries. He is known as one of the four 
great pillars of Persian literature from the 
14th century. 

 � Khusrau is credited with combining 
Persian, Arabic, Turkic, and Indian singing 
traditions to create qawwali, a type of Sufi 
devotional song. He is also credited with 
inventing Tarana and Trivat. 

 � Khusrau is known as “Tuti-e-Hind”, or 
“Indian Nightingale”, in the Indian music 
industry. His most famous work, the 
khamsa known as khusro ka khamsa, was 
composed during the reign of Alau-din 
Khilji.

Din-i Ilahi :

 � He is also known as Divine Faith, was a 
religious movement created by the Mughal 
emperor Akbar in 1582. The name Din-i 
Ilahi is Persian for “Divine Faith”. 

 � The movement was an ethical system that 
combined Islam and Hinduism into one 
faith, but also added aspects of Christianity, 
Zoroastrianism, and Jainism. Akbar’s goal 
was to bring people together through a 
religion that served only one God. 

 � The movement was an elite religious 
movement that never had more than 19 
adherents. It did not last long or have many 
followers. However, it did cause conflict 
between the Mughal emperor and the 
Indian Islamic community.

The Qutb Minar :

 � The Qutb Minar, a 72.5 meter high tower 
made of red sandstone, was built in the 
early 13th century. The tower is located a 
few kilometers south of Delhi. 

 � The Qutb Minar was built by Qutb-ud-
din Aibak, the first Sultan and Muslim 
ruler of Delhi, in 1192. Construction was 
completed in 1368 by Firoz Shah Tughlaq. 

 � The tower is a mix of polygonal and 
circular shapes and is made of red and buff 
sandstone, with some marble in the upper 
stories. It’s thought that the tower is named 
after Qutb-ud-din Aibak, who started it. 
However, it’s also possible that it’s named 
after Khwaja Qutbuddin Bakhtiar Kaki, a 
13th-century sufi saint. 

 � The Qutb Minar was damaged by lightning 
in 1326 and 1368, and was repaired by the 
rulers of the day.

Chand Bardai :

 � He was a poet from medieval India who 
lived from 1149–1200. His epic poem 
Prithviraj Raso is considered one of the 
first works in Hindi literature. The earliest 
manuscript of the poem dates to the 12th 
century. 

 � The poem is about the 12th-century 
Indian Rajput king Prithviraj Chauhan. It 
describes the love and abduction of Raja 
Jai Chandra’s daughter of Kannauj by 
Prithviraj Chauhan. 

 � Some scholars date the oldest version of the 
poem to the 13th century, while the earliest 
extant copy dates back to the 16th century.

42. Assertion (A): Akbar introduced Din-i-Il-
lahi which became more popular. 

Reason (R): Din-i-Illahi was a religious 
order, suitable for the people of all religions. 

(a)  if A and R both are correct and R is 
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the correct explanation of A
(b)  if A and R both are correct but R is 

not the correct explanation of A
(c) if A is incorrect but R is correct 
(d)  if A is correct but R is 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Akbar, the Mughal emperor, did not found 
Din-e-Ilahi. However, he did initiate a 
syncretic religious movement called Din-e-
Ilahi in the late 16th century. The movement 
was not very popular and did not have a 
lasting impact. 

 � Din-e-Ilahi was a new religion that 
combined Islam and Hinduism into one 
faith, while also incorporating aspects of 
Christianity, Zoroastrianism, and Jainism. 
The term Din-i-ilahi translates to “Divine 
faith”. 

The movement was not successful for a 
few reasons:

1.  Akbar’s successors were not as liberal 
and tolerant as he was, so they did not 
promote it.

2.  More orthodox Muslims were not 
ready to accept other religious 
practices.

3.  The movement was not suitably 
projected to the masses. 

 � Din-e-Ilahi was open to all, and had good 
features of all religions. It had no religious 
sculptures, rituals, religious places of 
worship, or priestly class. Akbar used to 
give a Mantra in the ear of the person who 
wanted to join it.

43. Assertion (A):  The Cholas had a conquest 
of Southeast asia. 

Reason (R): They had developed a very 
strong fleet. 

(a)  if A and R both are correct and R is 
the correct explanation of A

(b) if A and R both are correct but R is 
not the correct explanation of A

(c)  if A is incorrect but R is correct 
(d) if A is correct but R is incorrect

Explanation :  (A)

 � Both (A) and (R) are true, and (R) is the 
correct explanation of (A). 

 � The Chola dynasty (300 B.C.–A.D. 1279) 
was a major sea power in Southeast Asia.

 � They built a large fleet of ships and 
established settlements and trade missions 
wherever they went. The Cholas used a 
sophisticated maritime trade system to 
influence religion, culture, and architecture 
throughout Southeast Asia and even to 
China. 

 � The Cholas were passionate about Indian 
culture, religion, and heritage. Their 
invasion of Southeast Asia was a sensible 
extension of Chola policy, and can be 
explained by the economic and political 
realities that defined South India in the 
medieval era.

1986

44. Which of the following statements about 
Mohammad-bin- Tughlaq is correct? 

(a) He introduced paper currency 
(b)  He introduced the postal system
(c)  He was the ablest man among the 

crowned heads of the medieval age
(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (C)

 � The correct statement about Mohammad-
bin-Tughlaq is that he was the ablest man 
among the crowned heads of the medieval 
age.

Here are some other statements about 
Mohammad-bin-Tughlaq:

1.  He introduced token currency in 
brass and copper, in place of gold and 
silver.

2.  He borrowed the idea of token 
currency from Paper Money issued 
by his contemporary Kublai Khan in 
China.

3.  He issued copper coins and kept their 
value at par with the gold and silver 
coins.

4.  He introduced a religious approach in 
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governance.
5.  He discouraged Ulemas, soldiers, and 

nobles.
6.  He shifted his capital from Delhi to 

Devagiri in central India.
7.  He established the capital city at the 

center of the vast empire.
8.  He protected the capital city from 

foreign invasions.
9.  He created the department of 

agriculture (Diwani-Amirkohi).
10.  He formulated famine.
11.  He wanted to make Devagiri his 

second capital so that he might be 
able to control South India better.

12.  He took over parts of Punjab and 
large parts of the Malabar coast and 
Telangana.

45. Which of the following statements about 
Hiuen-Tsang is not true? 

(a)  He visited India during the reign of 
Harshavardhana

(b)  He spent some time at Nalanda 
University 

(c)  He advocated for strong Indo China 
relations

 (d) He influenced Buddhism 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The statement that Hiuen-Tsang advocated 
for strong Indo-China relations is not true. 

 � Hiuen-Tsang was a Chinese traveler who 
visited India during the reign of Emperor 
Harsha.

 � He stayed at Nalanda University in the 7th 
century AD and left a detailed description 
of the education system and monasteries. 

 � Hiuen-Tsang also provided detailed 
information on social, economic, and 
religious conditions under King Harsha’s 
rule.

 � He wrote about the religious condition 
of India, describing that Brahamanism, 
Buddhism, and Jainism were all popular 
religions.

 � He also described that there was complete 

tolerance among people of all religious 
faiths and people changed their religions 
voluntarily.

46. Which of the following is wrongly 
matched? 

(a) Abul Fazl ‘Baburnama’
(b) Kalhana ‘Rajtarangini’
(c) Mohd Jayasi  ‘ Padmavat’
(d) Abdul Hamid ‘Badshahnama’

Explanation :  (A)

 � Abu’l-Fazl ibn Mubarak, also known as 
Abul Fazl, wrote Akbarnama between 1590 
and 1596.

 � Akbarnama is a three-part biography of 
the third Mughal Emperor, Akbar, who 
ruled from 1556–1605. Akbar himself 
commissioned the work, which is the 
official chronicle of his reign. 

 � Abul Fazl was the grand vizier of Emperor 
Akbar from the time of his appointment 
until his death in 1602. In 1602, Prince 
Salim ordered Abul Fazl’s murder, believing 
him to be an obstacle to his becoming 
emperor. 

 � After Akbar’s death in 1605, the manuscript 
was passed down to his son Jahangir, who 
ruled from 1605–1627, and then to his 
grandson Shah Jahan, who ruled from 
1628–1658.

 � Baburnama, also known as Tuzuk-i-Babari, 
is an autobiography written by Zahiruddin 
Muhammad Babur (1483-1530).

 � Babur was the founder of the Mughal 
Empire in India and wrote his memoirs 
in his native Chagatai Turkic. The book is 
considered the first true work of Islamic 
autobiography. 

 � Babur was a talented writer who also wrote 
many poems.

 � According to modern scholars, no other 
eastern prince has written such a vivid, 
interesting, and truthful account of his own 
life as Babur. 

 � The book includes illustrations, some of 
which are contemporary views of places 
Babur describes. Other illustrations are 
taken from an illustrated copy of the 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official122Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MEDIEVAL HISTORY

Baburnama prepared for Babur’s grandson, 
the Mughal Emperor Akbar.

 � Kalhana, a Kashmiri Pundit, wrote 
Rajatarangini (River of Kings) between 
1148 and 1149.

 � The epic poem was written in Sanskrit and 
is a historical chronicle of early India. The 
name Kalhana means “Knower of Meaning” 
or “Reader”. 

 � In his compositions, Kalhana 
references ancient epics, including the 
Mahabharata, the Ramayana, and the 
Vikramankadevacharita of Bilhana.

 � Malik Muhammad Jayasi (1477–1542) 
wrote the epic poem Padmavat in 1540.

 � Jayasi was an Indian Sufi poet and pir who 
wrote in the Awadhi language and the 
Persian Nastalīq script. 

 � Padmavat is a famous piece of Sufi 
literature that tells the fictional story of the 
Delhi Sultan Alauddin Khalji’s desire for 
Padmavati, the Queen of Chittor. While 
Alauddin Khalji and Padmavati’s husband 
Ratan Sen are historical figures, Padmavati 
may be fictional.

 � Abdul Hamid Lahori wrote Badshahnama 
in 1648.

 � The book is a contemporary chronicle that 
Shah Jahan commissioned to celebrate his 
reign and dynasty. The book’s purpose was 
to establish the political and ideological 
legitimacy of the emperor’s rule. 

 � Badshahnama is a genre of works that 
serve as the official history of the Mughal 
Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign. The book is 
written in three volumes, each covering a 
ten-year period. The first volume is based 
on Qazvini’s work but contains more 
details. The second volume covers the next 
ten years of Shah Jahan’s reign. 

 � Lahori was a traveler and historian during 
Shah Jahan’s reign who later became a court 
historian for the emperor.

47. Who inscribed the name of Khalifa of 
Baghdad on his coins?  

(a)  Alauddin Khilji
(b)  Iltutmish 

(c)  Qutub-ud-din
(d)  Balban

Explanation :  (B)

 � Iltutmish was the first Sultan to inscribe 
the name of the Caliph of Baghdad on his 
coins. 

 � Iltutmish was the third Mamluk king to rule 
the former Ghurid territories in northern 
India. He was the first Muslim ruler of 
Delhi and is considered the founder of the 
Delhi Sultanate. 

 � Iltutmish was the first Turkish ruler to 
introduce a purely Arabic coinage. His 
silver coin, the tanka, weighed 175 grains 
and had an Arabic inscription on it. The 
tanka and the copper Jital were the two 
basic coins of the Sultanate period. 

 � The Caliph may have recognized Iltutmish’s 
authority in India because he saw Iltutmish 
as an ally against his Khwarazmian rival. 
The Khalifa of Baghdad also bestowed the 
title Sultan-i-Azam on Iltutmish, which 
increased his position in the Muslim world.

Alauddin Khilji (1296-1316) :

 � He was a powerful Muslim ruler and Sultan 
of Delhi from the Khilji dynasty. He was 
the nephew and son-in-law of Jalaluddin 
Khilji, the founder of the dynasty. Khilji 
is considered one of the greatest rulers in 
Indian history.

 � He expanded the Delhi Sultanate beyond 
North India, conquering Gujarat and the 
South. He also defended his kingdom 
against Mongol invasions at Jaran-Manjur, 
Sivistan, Kili, Delhi, and Amroha. 

Khilji is also known for:

1.  Keeping a description of all soldiers in 
his army

2.  Posting spies throughout the empire 
to prevent rebellions

3.  Being personally involved in the 1301 
AD conquest against the King of 
Ranthambore, Hamir Deva 

 � Khilji was poisoned with wine by Malik 
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Kafoor, who was plotting to kill him and 
steal the throne of Delhi.

Qutb-ud-din Aibak (1150–1210) :

 � He was the first Sultan of the Delhi Sultanate 
and the founder of the Mamluk Dynasty. He 
was born in Turkestan to Turkic parents and 
sold into slavery as a child. He was raised 
in Persia and eventually became a slave of 
Muhammad of Ghor, who appointed him 
to a military position. 

 � Aibak was a general in the Ghurid army in 
India during the late 1100s and early 1200s. 
He was a fierce warrior who skillfully 
oversaw many battles during his life. He 
ruled until his death in 1210 from injuries 
he received during a polo match. He was 
laid to rest near the Anarkali bazaar in 
Lahore.

Ghiyas ud din Balban (1216–1287) :

 � He was a sultan of the Mamluk dynasty of 
Delhi who ruled from 1266–1287. He was 
also known as Ulugh Khan, and his titles 
included Nabāb-e-Khudā (Acolyte of God), 
Jhil-e-Ellāhi (Shadow of God), and Khudā-
e-Vandgār (Devotee of God). 

 � Balban was a powerful sultan who is known 
for his strict and authoritarian rule, but 
also for his patronage of art and culture. He 
was born Bahauddin and was originally a 
slave purchased by Iltutmish. He quickly 
rose through the ranks and led successful 
military campaigns. 

 � Balban’s reign was marked by terror among 
the nobles and public. He successfully 
recaptured Bengal and fought off the 
Mongol invasion. In 1285, he arranged a 
military defense line across the Beas River 
as part of his “blood and iron” fortification 
chain strategy. 

 � Balban believed that the king was the 
representative of God on earth and that 
kingship was a divine institution. He 
believed that it was the king’s superhuman 
awe and status that ensured people’s 
obedience. 

 � Balban was succeeded by Muiz ud din 

Qaiqubad, who was killed by his wazir in 
1290.

48. ‘Ghuzak’ is the name of a place where 

(a)  Jayapala met his enemy Sabuktigin 
(b) Mahmud crushed defeat on Jayapala 
(c)  Jayapala burnt himself on a funeral 

pyre since he was unable to survive 
the disgrace caused by his defeat at 
the hands of Mahmud

(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ghuzak is a place where Jayapala met his 
enemy Sabuktigin in 977 AD. The battle 
took place between Ghazni and Lamghan, 
and lasted for days.

 � During the battle, a thunderstorm broke 
out, and Jayapala was forced to sign a 
treaty that required him to pay tribute to 
Sabuktigin. 

 � The battle took place near a mountain 
called the “Ukba Ghuzak”. The mountain 
was difficult to climb, and one of its ravines 
contained a clear fountain of water.

49. Which of the following is not included in 
Mughal paintings? 

(a)  Portraits 
(b)  Islamic themes
(c)  Flowers and plants 
(d)  Hunting 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Islamic themes are not included in Mughal 
paintings. 

 � Mughal paintings are a style of South Asian 
painting that originated in 1560 A.D.

They depict a variety of subjects, 
including:

1.  Portraits of important men
2.  Hindu mythologies
3.  Persian and Islamic themes
4.  Courtly merriment
5.  Victories in battles

 � The Prophet’s journey to heaven Mughal 
paintings also depict battles, hunting 
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scenes, wildlife, and royal life. The Mughal 
emperors were Muslims, but the paintings 
reflect a combination of Indian, Persian, 
and Islamic styles.

50. The supremacy and sovereignty of ‘Khal-
ifa’ of Baghdad was strictly observed by 
Muslim kings in India because  

(a) “Khalifa’ was treated as religious head 
of the Muslim community

(b) ‘Khalifa’ was treated as the legal head 
of the Muslim community

(c) All the Muslim States in the world 
used to pay tributes to him

(d) He used to decide all the cases 
efficiently 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Muslim kings in India observed the 
supremacy and sovereignty of the Khalifa 
of Baghdad because all Muslim states in the 
world paid tribute to him. 

 � The word “Khalifa” is Arabic and literally 
means “one who replaces someone else 
who left or died”.

 � A caliph is a successor to Muhammad, or 
generally a religious and political leader. 

 � In 1229, al-Mustansir, the Abbasid caliph of 
Baghdad, conferred a mandate of authority 
on Iltutmish. This made the Sultanate of 
Delhi a legally and morally recognized state 
in orthodox Muslim eyes.

 � The Khalifa of Baghdad also bestowed the 
title Sultan-i-Azam on Iltutmish, which 
increased his position in the Muslim world.

 � This title made him the representative of the 
Khalifa, giving him prestige and different 
powers.

1987

51. Which of the following is not true about 
Mughal army?  

(a)  Mughal army was mainly standing 
army.

(b)  It had large cavalry.
(c)  When Mughal army used to come 

out, it seemed as if population of a big 
city is emerging.

(d)  It had large infantry.

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Mughal Empire’s army was large and 
permanent, consisting of about 40 lakh 
soldiers.

 � The Mughal emperors themselves 
maintained a small standing army, while 
the majority of the armed forces were 
provided by officers called mansabdars.

 � The emperor’s own household troops, 
called Ahadis, were recruited directly by 
the emperor, mainly from his own blood 
relatives and tribesmen. 

 � The Mughal army was made up of cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery.

 � The artillery was subordinate to the 
infantry and cavalry, and the Mughals also 
used elephants.

 � The Mughals introduced light and medium 
cannons, which were easy to maneuver and 
could be used in open battlefields.

52. Musical instrument used by Amir Khus-
ro was  

(a)  Sitar 
(b)  Sarod 
(c)  Tabla 
(d)  Flute

Explanation :  (A)

 � Amir Khusrau is credited with inventing 
the sitar, a plucked stringed instrument 
used in Hindustani classical music. The 
sitar has a long neck and a gourd-shaped 
body. 

 � Khusrau is said to have modified the three-
stringed Tritantri Veena into a Setar, which 
eventually became the sitar.

 � Most historians believe the sitar was 
developed from the Setar, an Iranian 
instrument. Others believe Khusrau 
developed it from the Veena. 

 � The sitar became popular in the wider 
world in the late 1950s and early 1960s 
through the work of Ravi Shankar. In the 
mid- to late 1960s, the sitar became popular 
in Western popular music, appearing on 
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tracks by bands like the Beatles and the 
Rolling Stones. 

 � Amir Khusrau is also credited with 
introducing other instruments, such as 
the khyal, tarana, Naqsh, Gul, Qaul, and 
Qalbana, into Hindustani classical music.

53. Who among the following Sultans de-
clared himself as a lieutenant of Caliph?  

(a)  Balban 
(b)  Iltutmish
(c)  Ferozeshah Tughlaq
(d)  Muhammad bin Tughlaq

Explanation :  (D)

 � Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq, the Sultan of 
Delhi from 1325–1351, declared himself a 
lieutenant of the Caliph. 

 � The Tughlaq dynasty ruled India from 
1320–1413 and saw major changes in 
domestic and foreign policy.

 � Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq was the eldest 
son of Ghiyas-ud-Din-Tughlaq, the 
founder of the dynasty. 

 � In the Islamic world, the Caliph was the 
leader of the community and the guardian 
of religion and political order.

54. Alauddin Khilji maintained control on 
price during his reign because 

(a)  He wanted to keep large army at lower 
expenses

(b)  He had mercy with poor people 
(c)  He wanted to gain popularity 
(d) All of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � Alauddin Khilji maintained price control 
during his reign to keep a large army at 
lower expenses.

 � He introduced a market control policy to 
make goods cheaper so he could pay his 
soldiers low salaries. This allowed him to 
maintain a large army on limited resources. 

Alauddin’s market policy included:

1. Market division :

 � He divided the market into three categories, 

including a central grain market and 
subsidiary control shops.

2. Price control :

 � He fixed prices for all types of grain, pulses, 
cloth, slaves, cattle, and horses. He also 
fixed prices for daily necessities like meat, 
fish, dry fruit, sugar-cane, vegetables, 
needles, colors, betel-leave, silk, horse, and 
shoes.

3. Market administration :

 � He appointed separate officials called 
Sahaan-e-mandi to ensure regulations were 
followed in markets. 

 � Alauddin also made taxation from the 
lower to the higher classes mandatory 
without any bias.

55. The court language of Mughals was 

(a)  Urdu 
(b)  Arabic
(c)  Persian
(d)  Turkish

Explanation :  (C)

 � The court language of the Mughals was 
Persian. The Mughal rulers were influenced 
by Persian culture and language due to their 
diplomatic ties and roots in Persia.

 � The Akbar period was known as the 
Renaissance of Persian literature, and many 
Sanskrit texts were translated into Persian 
at the court of Akbar. 

 � Urdu replaced Persian as the court language 
in the late 19th century. The Adalat System, 
established in 1772 by Warren Hastings, 
was a combination of British and Mughal 
courts.

 � Urdu became the language of the lower 
munsif ’s courts in this system.

56. Who among the following accepted 
Din-i- Ilahi?  

(a) Raja Man Singh
(b)  Birbal
(c)  Raja Tansen 
(d)  Raja Todarmal 
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Explanation :  (B)

 � Birbal was the first Hindu and the only 
Hindu courtier of Akbar to accept Din-i-
Ilahi. 

 � Din-i-Ilahi was a religion founded by the 
Mughal Emperor Akbar. The main goal of 
Din-i-Ilahi was to promote morality, ethics, 
and kindness among Muslims. 

Other followers of Din-i-Ilahi during 
Akbar’s time include:

1.  Shaikh Mubarak
2.  Shaikh Faizi
3.  Jafar Beig
4.  Qasim Khan
5.  Abu’l-Fazl ibn Mubarak
6.  Azam Khan
7.  Abdus Samad
8.  Mulla Shah Muhammad Shahadad

Raja Man Singh I (1550 - 1614) :

 � He was a Rajput ruler and the 24th Maharaja 
of Amber from 1589 to 1614. He was also 
a member of Akbar’s court and one of the 
“nine jewels” (Nauratan). 

 � Man Singh was a trusted general of Akbar 
and fought in many battles, including the 
Battle of Haldighati against Maharana 
Pratap in 1576. He also served as the 
Subahdar of Bengal for three terms from 
1595 to 1606 and the Subahdar of Kabul 
from 1585 to 1586. 

 � Man Singh was appointed governor of 
Bihar and later of Bengal. He chose the site 
for his capital in 1595–96 because of its 
strategic command of the Teliagarh Pass 
and the Ganges River.

 � Raja Vikramjit of Gwalior gave Tansen 
the title Tansen. Tansen was an Indian 
musician, poet, and vocalist who was born 
around 1500 in Behata or Gwalior, India. 
He was a court musician in the darbar of 
Raja Ramachandra of Bandavagarh (Rewa). 

 � Tansen is an important figure in the North 
Indian tradition of Hindustani classical 
music. He is known for his dhrupad and 
raga compositions, and for his vocal 
performances. Akbar, the emperor, 

considered Tansen one of the Navaratnas 
Nine Ministers (the nine jewels) and gave 
him the title Mian, an honorific, meaning 
learned man. 

 � Tansen was said to have married Akbar’s 
daughter Mehrunissa. He has five children, 
Surat Sen, Sarat Sen, Tarang Khan, Bilwas 
Khan, and Saraswati, who all became 
accomplished musicians. 

 � Tansen died at the age of 83, around 1589, 
and was buried at Gwalior next to the tomb 
of Mohammad Ghaus. Many musicians 
make pilgrimages to his tomb to seek his 
blessings.

Raja Todar Mal (1500 - 1589) :

 � He was the Finance Minister (Diwan-i-
Ashraf) of the Mughal Empire during the 
reign of Akbar I. He was also the Vakil-us-
Sultanat (Counsellor of the Empire) and 
Joint Wazir. 

 � Todar Mal is known for introducing a new 
revenue system called zabt and a taxation 
system called dahshala. He surveyed crop 
yields and prices from 1570–1580, and 
based on this information, he fixed taxes 
on each crop in cash.

 � The dahsala system was used in most 
of Akbar’s empire, including Lahore, 
Allahabad, Malwa, and Gujarat. It was 
considered one of the most effective and 
efficient revenue and record systems. 

 � Todar Mal was also one of the nine jewels of 
Akbar. He was a Khatri Rajput who served 
in his youth under the administration of 
Sher Shah Suri.

1988

57. Who among the following Bhakti lead-
ers used the medium of dance and songs 
(Kirtans) to make one feel the personal 
presence of god near him? 

(a) Shankaradeva 
(b)  Chandidasa 
(c)  Jnanadeva
(d)  Chaitanya Mahaprabhu

Explanation :  (D)

 � Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was a 15th century 
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Bhakti leader who used dance and songs 
(kirtans) to make people feel the presence 
of God. He was a popular Vaishanv saint 
and reformer from Bengal who believed 
that God could be realized through love, 
devotion, song, and dance. 

 � Mahaprabhu’s style of worshipping Krishna 
through dance and song had a significant 
impact on Bengali Vaishnavism. He 
popularized Vaishnava Bhakti by preaching 
the Bhagavad Gita and Bhagavata Purana. 
The Bhakti movement spread throughout 
India in the second millennium.

Some other famous saints from the Bhakti 
movement include:

 � Adi Shankracharya, Meera Bai, Sant 
Gyaneshwar, Sant Tukaram, Bhakta 
Kanakadasa, Purandara dasa, Bhakta 
Khumbhar, Basvanna, Akka Mahadevi.

Srimanta Sankaradeva (1449–1568) :

 � He was a 15th–16th century Assamese 
polymath. He was a saint-scholar, poet, 
playwright, dancer, actor, musician, artist, 
and social-religious reformer. 

 � Sankaradeva is considered one of the leading 
proponents of Vaishnavism in Assam in the 
late 15th century. His teachings, known as 
the Bhagavati dharma, are based on the 
Bhagavad Gita and the Bhagavata Purana. 
They focus on absolute surrender to the 
supreme deity, in this case, Lord Vishnu. 

 � Sankaradeva’s Bhakti movement aimed to 
provide spiritual education to all people 
of society. He influenced two medieval 
kingdoms, the Koch and the Ahom 
kingdoms. The assembly of devotees he 
founded evolved into monastic centers 
known as Sattras. These remain important 
socio-religious institutions in Assam and, 
to a lesser extent, North Bengal. 

 � Sankaradeva also began the practice of 
setting up namghars or houses of recitation 
and prayer.
Chandidas (1339–1399) : 

 � He was a medieval Bengali poet from India, 
or possibly more than one. He wrote over 
1250 poems related to the love of Radha 
and Krishna in medieval Bengali

Jnanadeva (1275 - 1296) :

 � He was a 13th-century Marathi poet, 
philosopher, and mystic. He was a key 
figure in the Bhakti movement, a spiritual 
revival in medieval India that focused on 
devotion to the god Krishna. 

 � Jnanadeva is also known as Jnaneshwar, 
Dnyandev, Mauli, and Sant Dnyaneshwar. 
He is considered a major figure in Marathi 
literature, and his philosophy is based on 
the concept of “Jnana” or “Self-Realization”. 
His poetic works and philosophy are still 
studied and revered today. 

 � Jnanadeva is known for composing the 
Bhavarthadipika, a Marathi oral verse 
translation and commentary on the 
Bhagavadgita. The Bhavarthadipika is also 
known as the Jnaneshvari. Jnanadeva also 
wrote a commentary on the Bhagavad Gita 
called Gnaneswari.

58. Which one of the following pairs is cor-
rectly matched?  

(a)  Abul Fazal-Ain-i-Akbari
(b) Badauni - Akbar Noma
(c)  Abdul Hamid Lahori - Tabkat 

i-Akbari
(d) Nizamuddin Ahmad-Badshah Nama 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Abul Fazl was a court historian for 
Emperor Akbar and wrote Ain-i-Akbari 
and Akbarnama in the 16th century. Ain-
i-Akbari is the third and final volume of 
Akbarnama, which is the official history of 
Akbar’s reign.

 � Ain-i-Akbari is a detailed account of the 
Mughal Empire’s administration. 

 � Abdul Hamid Lahori was a student of 
Abul Fazl and wrote two volumes of 
Padshahnama, the official history of Shah 
Jahan’s reign.

59. The Mausoleum of Sher Shah is at 

(a)  Rohtas 
(b)  Agra 
(c)  Sasaram 
(d)  Lahore 
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Explanation :  (B)

 � The Mausoleum of Sher Shah Suri is 
located in the Sasaram town of Bihar, India. 
The tomb was commissioned by Sher Shah 
Suri, the founder of the Suri Empire, and 
completed in 1545. It is considered a fine 
example of Afghan architecture in India. 

 � The tomb is a majestic example of ancient 
architecture, featuring elements of Indo-
Islamic and Afghan architecture. It includes 
large open courtyards, high domes, and 
pillars. The tomb is also located in the 
middle of a water body, with its reflection 
visible from the corners. 

 � The tomb is open from sunrise to sunset. 
Some say the best time to visit is morning 
or evening, as it can be hot at noon. In 
winter, noon is recommended.

60. Akbar found the Din-i-Ilahi primarily to  

(a) Put an end to the differences between 
the Hindus and the Muslims

(b)  Establish a national religion which 
would be acceptable to both the 
Muslims and the Ilindus 

(c)  Ensure racial and communal 
harmony. 

(d)  Found a religious club.

Explanation :  (B)

 � Akbar set up Ibadat khana at Sikri Fatehpur 
to discuss religion with various religious 
scholars.

 � He was not satisfied with any of the religions 
and the setup and new religion called Din-
e-Ilahi.

 � Akbar used to call it Tauhid-e-Ilahi.
 � There were no religious sculptures, no 

rituals, no religious place of worship, and 
no priestly class.

 � It was open to all and had good features of 
all the religions.

 � He used to give a Mantra in the ear of the 
person who wanted to join it.

 � Most Nobels refused to join this religion 
but Birbal joined.

•	 Akbar Navratna were: 
1. Birbal, 
2. Raja Man Singh, 
3. Raja Bhagwandas, 
4. Raja todarmal, 
5. Abul Fazal, 
6. Faizi, 
7. Abdul Rahim khane khana, 
8. Tansen and 
9. Mulla do pyaza.

 � Royal Farman of Akbar was called Mehzar.

61. Match the columns : 

 List-1 List-II
A. Qutub Minar 1.  Mohamed Adil 

Shah 
B. Gol Gumbaj 2. Iltutmish
C. Buland Darwaza 3. Aurangzeb
D. Moti Masjid 4. Jahangir 

5. Akbar
Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

ABCD

(a)  5 1 3 4 
(b)  2 4 5 1 
(c)  4 3 2 1 
(d)  2 1 5 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � The construction of the Qutub Minar was 
started by Qitub-ud-Din Aibak, but he only 
constructed the basement. The construction 
of the tower was later taken over by his 
successor Iltutmish who constructed three 
more stories. The last two storeys were 
completed by Firoz Shah Tuglak.

 � Gol Gumbaz is the mausoleum of king 
Mohammed Adil Shah, Sultan of Bijapur. 
The tomb is located in Vijayapura, 
Karnataka. It was started in 1626 and 
completed in 1656. The name is based on 
Gola gummata derived from Gol Gombadh 
meaning “circular dome”.

 � Buland Darwaza or the loft gateway was 
built by the great Mughal emperor, Akbar 
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in 1601 CE at Fatehpur Sikri. Akbar built 
the Buland Darwaza to commemorate his 
victory over Gujarat.

 � The Moti Masjid is a white marble mosque 
inside the Red Fort complex in Delhi, 
India. The name translates into English 
as “Pearl Mosque.” Located to the west of 
the Hammam and close to the Diwan-e-
Khas, it was built by the Mughal emperor 
Aurangzeb from 1659-1660.

62. The ‘Char Minar’ is in 

(a)  Hyderabad 
(b)  Ahmednagar 
(c)  Ahmedabad
(d) Fatehpur Sikri 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Charminar, is located in Hyderabad, 
India. The monument was built in 1591 
by Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah, the fifth 
Sultan of the Qutb Shahi dynasty. The name 
translates to “Four Towers”. 

 � The Charminar is a 16th-century mosque 
with four grand arches, 48-meter-tall 
minarets, and views of the Laad Bazaar. 
It is located on the banks of the Musi 
River and is a global icon of Hyderabad. 
The Charminar’s long history includes a 
mosque on its top floor for more than 425 
years.

Fatehpur Sikri :

 � It is a small city in India’s Agra district, 
located 37 kilometers west of Agra. It was 
built by the Mughal emperor Akbar in the 
16th century to honor the Sufi saint Sheikh 
Salim Chisti. Fatehpur Sikri is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and is known as the 
“city of victory”. 

 � Fatehpur Sikri is the first planned city by 
the Mughals and was the capital of the 
Mughal Empire from 1572 to 1585. The 
city is made up of a complex of temples and 
monuments, including the Jama Masjid 
mosque, one of India’s largest mosques.

 � The city’s architecture is a testimony 
to the Mughal Empire’s architectural 
achievements, and features sloping tile 

roofs that are a stone translation of village 
hut roofs.

63. Match the columns: 

A. Namdeva 1. West Bengal
B. Chaitanaya 2. Uttar Pradesh
C. Surdas 3. Maharashtra
D. Nanak 4. Punjab 

select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 3 1 2 4
(b) 2 3 1 4
(c) 4 2 1 3 
(d) 1 4 3 2

Explanation :  (A)

Namdev (1270 - 1350) :

 � He was a Marathi Vaishnav saint from 
Narsi, Hingoli, Maharashtra. He was a 
leading poet-saint of the Indian medieval 
period, who wrote in the Marathi language. 
Namdev is also known as Nam Deo, Saint 
Namdev, or Sant Namdev. 

 � Namdev was born to a religious artisan 
(tailor/calico-printer) Hindu family in 
the Marathi-speaking region (modern 
Maharashtra) of the then Deccan state. He 
was influenced by Vaishnavism and rose 
to prominence in India for his devotional 
hymns set to music (bhajan-kirtans). 

 � Namdev’s life is shrouded in mystery. 
However, some say that Namdev, with other 
ascetics, visited all parts of the country and 
arrived in Punjab.

 � He reached Village Ghuman, where 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib is situated and 
resided for over 17 Years.

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu :

 � He was born in 1486 in Nabadwip, Nadia, 
West Bengal. Nabadwip is now in present-
day West Bengal. 

 � Chaitanya was a Hindu mystic and a saint 
in the Krishna Bhakti cult. He is considered 
an incarnation of Lord Krishna and a 
proponent of the Vedantic philosophy of 
Achintya Bheda Abheda. 
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 � Chaitanya’s mode of worshiping Krishna 
through dance and song had a significant 
impact on Vaishnavism in Bengal. He is 
also known for popularizing devotion to 
Lord Krishna.

Surdas :

 � He is a 15th century North Indian poet 
and devotee of the Bhakti Movement. 
He is known for his lyrics about Krishna, 
which are considered to be some of the best 
examples of Brajbhasa, a literary dialect of 
Hindi.

 � Guru Nanak, the first Sikh Guru, was born 
on April 15, 1469 in the village of Rāi Bhoi 
Kī Talvandī, which is now Nankana Sahib, 
Pakistan. 

 � Nanak was born into a Hindu merchant 
caste and worked as a storekeeper until a 
spiritual experience led him to leave his job 
and family. He is said to have been curious 
about philosophical questions, such as the 
meaning of life and religion, from an early 
age. 

 � Nanak is buried by Muslims and cremated 
by Sikhs and Hindus.

 � A Gurdwara is located at his death place 
on the banks of the Ravi river in Pakistan, 
which is a sacred site for all, especially 
Sikhs.

1989

64. Mahmud Gawan was the Prime Minister 
in  

(a) Gujarat kingdom 
(b)  Kingdom of Kashmir
(c) Bahmani kingdom 
(d)  Kingdom of Mysore 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahmud Gawan (1411–1481) was the 
prime minister of the Bahmani Sultanate of 
Deccan.

 � The Bahmani Kingdom was a Persianized 
Muslim state in South India that existed 
from 1347–1527 A.D. It was the first 
independent Islamic kingdom in South 
India. The Bahmani Kingdom was founded 
by Ala-ud-Din Hasan Bahman Shah, also 

known as Zafar Khan. The kingdom’s 
capital was first Gulbarga, and later Bidar. 

 � The Bahmani Kingdom was divided into 
many  provinces  called Tarafs. Each Taraf 
was controlled by a governor called a 
Tarafdar or Amir. The Sultans followed a 
Feudal type of administration. The Bahmani 
Sultans adopted the administrative 
structure of the Delhi Sultanate. 

 � The Bahmani Kingdom was often at war 
with the neighboring Hindu Kingdom 
of Vijayanagara. The kingdom’s power 
reached its peak under Mahmud Gawan, 
who served as a prime minister and general 
to several sultans. Gawan extended the 
empire by reconquering Goa, which was 
under the Vijayanagar Empire. 

The Bahmani Kingdom declined due to:

•	 Constant war: The Bahmani and 
Vijaynagara rulers were frequently at war.

•	 Weak successors: After the death of 
Muhammad Shah-III, the successors were 
weak and inefficient.

•	 Foreign nobles: Foreign nobles and 
regional rival rulers were heavy on the 
Bahmani Kings. 

•	 The Bahmani Sultanate gradually broke 
up into five independent kingdoms: 
1. Bijapur, 
2. Ahmadnagar, 
3. Berar, 
4. Golkonda, 
5. Bidar. 

 � Gawan was a Persian merchant and military 
officer in the Bahamani military. He was 
appointed as Vakil-i-Sultanate in 1463 
and served as prime minister for 20 years. 
Gawan was an able administrator who 
divided provinces into eight administrative 
units. He also founded the Madrasa of 
Mahmud Gawan, an Islamic college in 
Bidar, Karnataka, India in the 1460s. 

 � Gawan was executed by Muhammad Shah 
III, but the Sultan regretted it until his 
death in 1482.

 � The Gujarat Sultanate : It was a medieval 
Indian kingdom established in the 15th 
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century. It was primarily located in the 
present-day state of Gujarat, India. 

 � Zafar Khan (Muzaffar Shah) established 
the Gujarat Sultanate after declaring 
independence from the Sultanate at the 
end of the 14th century. Zafar Khan was 
appointed governor of Gujarat in 1391. He 
defeated Farhat-ul-Mulk near Anhilwada 
Patan and made the city his capital.

Some of the major dynasties that ruled 
Gujarat include:

•	 Chavda dynasty: Ruled in the 8th century 
and founded Champaner

•	 Gurjara Pratiharas: Ruled from the 8th to 
the 9th century

•	 Muslim rule: Ruled for four centuries after 
Allauddin Khilji’s invasion in 1297 AD

The Kingdom of Mysore :

 � It was a southern Indian kingdom that 
was founded in 1399. It was located at the 
meeting point of the Eastern and Western 
Ghats. The kingdom was ruled by the 
Wadiyar dynasty from 1399 to 1950, with a 
brief hiatus in the late 1700s. 

 � The kingdom was a feudatory of the 
Vijayanagara Empire until 1565. In 1565, 
Mysore became an independent state 
under the Hindu Wodeyar dynasty. In 
1761, Hyder Ali overthrew the dynasty and 
established his own control over the state. 
In 1782, Tipu Sultan succeeded Hyder Ali. 

The kingdom’s history includes:

•	 Literature: The kingdom’s era is considered 
an important age of Kannada literature.

•	 Music: The kingdom was a center of 
Carnatic music.

•	 Architecture: The kingdom’s architecture 
includes palaces, courtly buildings, and 
temples.

The Kingdom of Kashmir :

 � It was a princely state that was under the 
British East India Company’s rule from 
1846 to 1858.

 � Kashmir was ruled by Hindu dynasties until 
1346, when it came under Muslim rule. The 

Muslim period lasted nearly five centuries, 
ending when Kashmir was annexed to the 
Sikh kingdom of the Punjab in 1819 and 
then to the Dogra kingdom of Jammu in 
1846. 

 � The first Muslim ruler of Kashmir was Shah 
Mir, who inaugurated the Shah Mir dynasty 
in 1339. The Mughal Empire ruled Kashmir 
from 1586 until 1751, and the Afghan 
Durrani Empire ruled from 1747 until 
1819. During the Hindu period, Hinduism 
and Buddhism developed in Kashmir.

65. Most popular Sufis were the 

(a) Rabia 
(b)  Hallaj
(c)  Ghazali 
(d) All of the above

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sufism is a mystical form of Islam that 
emphasizes spiritual closeness with God 
and introspection. It’s also known as Islamic 
mysticism or asceticism. 

 � Sufis reject outward religiosity and 
emphasize love and devotion to God. They 
also emphasize compassion towards all 
fellow human beings.

Sufism’s practices include:

1.  Prescribed daily prayers
2.  Ritual chanting of God’s attributes 

(zhikr)
3.  Veneration of saints
4.  An emphasis on personal and 

emotional religious experiences
5.  Renunciation of worldly things
6.  Purification of the soul
7.  Mystical contemplation of God’s 

nature
8.  Seeking spiritual learning known as 

tariqa 
 � Sufis believe that God’s essence is seen in the 

existent human being, as God is the object 
and human beings the mirrors. This means 
that since humans are mere reflections 
of God there can be no distinction or 
separation between the two. 
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 � The term “Sufi” is probably derived from 
the Arabic word “suf ” which means “one 
who wears wool”. This is because woollen 
clothes were generally associated with 
ascetics. 

 � Sufi orders are brotherhoods or mystical 
orders that have been present in Muslim 
societies for more than 12 centuries. They 
are deeply embedded in the cultures of 
many Muslim communities in Europe.

All of the following are popular Sufis:

1.  Rabia alAdawiyya alQaysiyya: A 
Muslim saint and Sufi mystic who is 
also known as Hazrat Bibi Rabia Basri

2.  Mansur alHallaj: A Persian mystic 
poet and teacher of Sufism who is 
known for saying “I am the Truth”

3.  Al-Ghazali: A well-known and 
influential Persian Muslim 
philosopher of the Sunni Islam 

 � Mansur alHallaj is considered by some to be 
the most famous Sufi. He was executed in 
Baghdad in 922, and his death is considered 
a watershed moment in Sufism.

66. Which of the following is located in Au-
rangabad?  

(a)  Shahjehan’s tomb
(b)  Tomb of Aurangzeb’s queen 
(c)  Akbar’s tomb
(d) Babur’s tomb

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Bibi Ka Maqbara, or “Tomb of the Lady”, 
is located in Aurangabad, Maharashtra, 
India. It was built in 1660 by the Mughal 
emperor Aurangzeb to honor his first wife, 
Dilras Banu Begum. The tomb is said to 
resemble the Taj Mahal. 

 � The Tomb of Aurangzeb is located 
in Khuldabad, Aurangabad district, 
Maharashtra.

 � Shah Jahan’s tomb is located in the Taj 
Mahal in Agra, India. The Taj Mahal is a 
white marble mausoleum built between 
1631 and 1648 by the Mughal emperor 
Shah Jahan in memory of his wife, Mumtaz 

Mahal. 
 � The tomb is located on a plinth
 � with a minaret at each corner of the 

square garden, known as the Persian 
“char bagh”. The graves of Shah Jahan and 
Mumtaz Mahal are located underground, 
beneath two “false” tombstones, and are 
asymmetrically placed in the center of the 
monument.

 � Akbar’s tomb is the mausoleum of the 
Mughal emperor Akbar. It’s located in 
Sikandra, a suburb of Agra, Uttar Pradesh, 
India. 

 � Akbar himself is believed to have chosen 
the site of the tomb and planned the 
structure during his lifetime. Akbar’s son, 
Jahangir, finished the tomb in 1613, using 
red sandstone and marble. The tomb is 
pyramidal in shape and has five storeys.

 � Babur’s tomb is located in the Gardens 
of Babur, Kabul, Afghanistan. The tomb 
is a square structure with four narrow 
arched openings, carved latticework, and 
a taller central arch. The tomb also has 
a rectangular plan, raised platform, arch 
shape, and minarets attached at the corners. 

 � Babur was the first Mughal emperor and 
died in Agra in 1530 from an unknown 
illness. He was initially buried in Agra, but 
his widow transferred his body to Bagh-e 
Babur around 1544.

67. Mansabdari system was introduced by 

(a)  Akbar 
(b)  Jahangir
(c) Sher Shah 
(d)  Balhan

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Mansabdari system was introduced by 
Mughal Emperor Akbar. The system was 
implemented as a modern administrative 
machinery and tax system. It was also a 
combined status that showed a noble’s civil 
and military capacity. 

 � The Mansabdari system was taken from 
the system followed in Mongolia. The word 
“mansab” is of Arabic origin and means 
“rank” or “position”. The system determined 
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the rank and status of a government official 
and military generals. Every civil and 
military officer was given a “mansab”, which 
determined their salaries and allowances. 

 � The Mansabdari system allowed Akbar to 
maintain control over a large army and 
ensure a sense of loyalty among his officers. 
It also helped in the efficient collection of 
revenue and the smooth functioning of the 
empire.

1990

68. Consider the following European mis-
sions during the Mughal period:

1.  Thomas Roe
2.  Tavernier
3. Rudolf Acquaviva 

The correct chronological order of their 
visits is

(a) 1-2-3  
(b)  2-3-1 
(c)  2-1-3 
(d)  3-1-2

Explanation :  (D)

 � The correct chronological order of the 
European missions during the Mughal 
period is 3-1-2. 

•	 Here are the missions: Thomas Roe, 
Tavernier, Rudolf Acquaviva.

Sir Thomas Roe :

 � He was an English diplomat and member 
of the House of Commons who served as 
the first English ambassador to the Mughal 
court from 1615–1619. His mission was to 
ensure the safety of the British East India 
Company’s factory in Surat. 

 � Roe’s arrival in 1615 was a significant event 
in Indian history and the first step towards 
establishing the British East India Company 
as a power in the subcontinent. Roe was 
successful in securing a royal charter that 
gave the Company the freedom to trade 
throughout the Mughal territory. 

 � Roe’s mission faced difficulties from the 
beginning due to the poor quality of gifts 

he brought for the emperor. He spent 
almost four years at the Mughal court, but 
returned to England in 1619 without the 
trade agreement he sought.

Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (1605-1689) :

 � He was a French gem merchant and traveler 
who visited India six times between 1630 
and 1668. He is best known for discovering 
the 116-carat diamond. 

 � Tavernier’s second journey began in 
September 1638 and lasted until 1643. 
During this expedition, he traveled to the 
court of Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan and 
made his first trip to the diamond mines. 

 � Tavernier’s travels and experiences are 
described in his two-volume book Les six 
voyages de Jean Baptiste Tavernier (The six 
voyages of Jean Baptiste Tavernier), which 
was published in 1676. An abridged English 
translation of the book was published in 
1677. 

 � Tavernier described the social life in India 
during the Mughal period as hierarchical, 
with status determined by caste and high 
social status for priests and kings. He also 
said that sati and child marriage were 
common practices.

Rodolfo Acquaviva (2 October 1550 – 25 
July 1583) :

 � He was an Italian Jesuit missionary and 
priest in India who served the court of 
Akbar the Great from 1580 to 1583. He was 
killed in 1583 and beatified in 1893.

69. Consider the following pairs: Vaisnava 
Saints: Region of strong following  

1. Ramanujacharya : South India 
2. Chaitanya : Central India
3.  Vallabhacharya : Gujarat and Brajarea 
4.  Ramanand : North India 

Of these pairs:

(a)  1, 2 and 3 are correctly matched 
(b)  2, 3 and 4 are correctly matched 
(c)  1 and 4 are correctly matched 
(d)  1, 3 and 4 are correctly matched
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Explanation :  (C)

 � Ramanujacharya, also known as Ramanuja, 
was born in 1017 CE in Sriperumbudur, 
a small village in Tamil Nadu. He was a 
Vedic philosopher, social reformer, and 
theologian who traveled across India 
advocating for equality and social justice. 
His ultimate goal was to incorporate the 
Vedic way of life into society. 

 � Ramanujacharya is considered the founder 
of the Vishishtadvaita philosophy.

His philosophical theses include:

1.  Consciousness  is  always 
consciousness of some object 
distinguished by a characteristic

2.  Consciousness is itself a property
3.  Individuals are real 

 � Ramanujacharya’s commentaries on the 
Vedas, Brahma-sutras, and Bhagavadgita 
provided an intellectual basis for the 
practice of bhakti (devotional worship).

 � Chaitanya Mahaprabhu was born in 1486 in 
Nabadwip, Nadia, West Bengal. Nabadwip 
is now in present-day West Bengal. 

 � Chaitanya was a Hindu mystic and a saint 
in the Krishna Bhakti cult. He is considered 
an incarnation of Lord Krishna and a 
proponent of the Vedantic philosophy of 
Achintya Bheda Abheda. 

 � Chaitanya’s mode of worshiping Krishna 
through dance and song had a significant 
impact on Vaishnavism in Bengal. He is 
also known for popularizing devotion to 
Lord Krishna.

 � Vallabhacharya was born in 1479 
to a brahmin family in Nathdwara, 
Rajasthan, India. He is the founder of the 
Shuddhadvaita Vedanta philosophy and 
the Vallabhacharya devotional sect. 

 � Vallabhacharya is also known as the writer 
of sixteen “stotras” (tracts) and several 
commentaries on the Bhagawata Purana.

 � Ramananda was a 14th-century Vaishnava 
devotional poet saint who lived in the 
Gangetic basin of northern India. He was 
also a North Indian Brahman (priest) who 
lived from around 1400 to 1470. 

 � Ramananda is also known as Swami 
Ramanand, Ramadatta, and Ramanand. He 
is credited for bringing the Ramanandi sect 
back to life. The Hindu tradition recognizes 
him as the founder of the Ramanandi 
Sampradaya, the largest monastic Hindu 
renunciant community in modern times. 

 � Ramananda was a vedanta teacher and a 
part of the bhakti movement. The word 
“bhakti” is Sanskrit for “devotion”.

 � Ramananda established a Vaishnava 
religious school based on love and devotion. 
He traveled to several places in North India 
and popularized the worship of Rama and 
Sita.

70. Who among the following, was known as 
a “Nirguna” reformer?  

(a) Chaitanya 
(b)  Kahir 
(c)  Surdas 
(d)  Tulsidas

Explanation :  (B)

 � Kabir and Nanak were the main proponents 
of Nirguna, a group of poet-saints who 
praised God without form or attributes. 

Nirguna bhakti :

 � It is the worship of a formless God. The 
word “nirguna” comes from the Sanskrit 
words “nir”, which means “without”, and 
“guna”, which means “properties”. The term 
also includes the Sanskrit word “bhakti”, 
which means “devotion” or “faithfulness”.

 � Nirguna bhakti is a part of the Bhakti 
movement, which has two divisions: 
1. Nirguna and 
2. Saguna.

 � Saguna worship is the worship of God with 
form, while Nirguna worship is the worship 
of God without form.

 � The ultimate goal of Nirguna Bhakti is to 
achieve enlightenment or moksha, which is 
the liberation from the cycle of birth and 
death. 

 � Nirguna poet-saints rejected the Brahmins’ 
supremacy, all caste-based customs, and the 
practice of idolatry. They valued personal 
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encounters with God, and although they 
referred to him by various names and titles, 
their god was formless, everlasting, non-
incarnate, and ineffable. 

 � Nirguna Bhakti is devotion that lacks 
any desire for personal gain and is not 
motivated by any of the three gunas:
1. Sattva: Purity, harmony, goodness
2. Rajas: Passion, driven, egoistic
3. Tamas: Negative, disorder, lethargy

 � Kabir (1440-1518) was a powerful figure in 
the 15th century monotheistic movements. 
He was a member of a weaver family who 
converted to Islam. 

 � Nirguna saints also opposed the caste 
system and religious discrimination. 
They encouraged religious tolerance and 
preached Hindu-Muslim unity.

71. During the Mughal period, under the 
Zabti system, land revenue was assessed 
and was required to be paid   

(a)  In cash or kind 
(b)  Only in cash
(c) Only in kind
(d)  By the zamindar on behalf of the 

peasants 

Explanation :  (A)

 � During the Mughal period, the Zabti system 
was the standard system for assessing land 
and fixing revenue. Under this system, 
peasants were given the option to pay land 
revenue in cash or kind, whichever was 
more convenient. However, cash was the 
preferred method of payment.

The Zabti system :

 � It was a land revenue system developed 
during the Mughal period in India. The 
system was also known as the Dahsala 
system and was introduced by Raja 
Todarmal, a minister for Akbar. The term 
“zabti” means “fixed” or “systematic”. 

The Zabti system included:

1.  Cultivated yields
2.  Pricing of individual crops

3.  Measurement of the land
4.  Fixing the cash revenue of the crop 

yielding process
5.  Fixed rupees for payment in crop 

cultivation
6.  Fixed land rate of the cultivating 

system 
 � The system was developed by Akbar as a 

solution to the inefficient revenue system 
of the previous rulers. Under the system, 
revenue circles were created within 
provinces and revenue rates were fixed for 
specific crops. 

The Zabti system had three methods for 
working:

1. Batai: Sharing the crop after the 
harvest

2. Khatt-batai: Assessing the crop while 
it was still standing in the field

3. Lang-batai: Assessing the crop after it 
was separated from the shafts

1991

72.  Kalhana’s Rajatarangini (twelfth centu-
ry)contains  

(a) A collection of stories preaching 
morals

(b)  The history of the dynasties of 
Kashmir 

(c)  The history of early Muslim rule in 
India 

(d)  An account of the early Indian voyages

Explanation :  (B)

 � Kalhana’s Rajatarangini is a historical 
chronicle written in Sanskrit verse by a 
Kashmiri Brahman in the 12th century.

 � The word Rajatarangini translates to 
“River of Kings”. The book is an epic poem 
(mahakavya) that contains nearly 8,000 
verses spread across eight books or sections. 

 � The book covers the history of the Kashmir 
region from its earliest times to the date of 
its composition. It is different from other 
historical works because it describes not 
only the deeds of people but also tries to 
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understand and explain the conditions of 
people at that time. 

73. Ramanuja, the Vaishnava Saint, was born 
at  

(a)  Srirangam
(b)  Srivilliputtur
(c) Udipi
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (D)

 � Ramanujacharya, the Vaishnava Saint, was 
born in 1017 in Sriperumbudur, a village in 
present-day Tamil Nadu, India. His mother 
was Kantimathi and his father was Kesava 
Samayaji. 

 � Ramanujacharya is a Vedic philosopher 
and Indian theologian and teacher. 
His biography is based on mythology 
passed down through the generations. 
His followers in the Vaishnava tradition 
wrote hagiographies, some of which were 
composed centuries after his death.

74. Which of the following were the causes 
for the rapid dissolution of the Mughal 
empire?  

1.  Degeneration of the Mughal nobility
2.  The absence of the Law of Succession
3.  Foreign invasion

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

(a) 2 and 3 only 
(b)  1 and 3 only
(c)  3 only
(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Mughal Empire declined over a 
century, beginning in the 18th century.

The empire’s decline was caused by a 
number of factors, including:

•	 Internal strife: The empire faced internal 
strife, economic downturn, and external 
pressures.

•	 Economic decline: The empire faced 
economic bankruptcy and the emperors 

failed to develop weaponry and battle 
methods.

•	 Military weakness: The Mughal army was 
demoralized and weakened.

•	 Foreign invasion: The empire faced foreign 
invasion attempts.

•	 Weak successors: The empire had many 
weak successors who fell prey to the plots 
and intrigues of the nobility.

•	 Degeneration of the nobility: The empire 
faced the degeneration of the nobility and 
corruption of the nobility.

•	 Aurangzeb’s policies: The empire faced the 
nature and policies of Aurangzeb, including 
his religious persecution of Hindus.

•	 The size of the empire: The empire’s 
immense size resulted in thinning resources 
and weakening the center.

•	 Regional powers: The empire faced 
challenges from regional powers. 

 � The Mughal Empire’s decline was ultimately 
sealed by British colonial expansion.

1992

75. Which one of the following was the name 
of salt tax in ancient India under the ad-
ministration of Cholas?  

(a) Bhaga   
(b)  Uppayam 
(c)  Valiayam   
(d)  Hiranya 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The name of the salt tax in ancient India 
under the administration of Cholas was 
Uppayam. 

 � The Chola Empire had many taxes, and 
articles were taxed based on their value. For 
example, oil was taxed as Ennai Vari, and 
pearls were taxed as Muthuvaanam. 

 � Another tax imposed by the Chola kings 
was Vetti, which was a form of forced labor 
tax.

 � Vetti was not collected in cash, but instead 
in the form of forced labor. Under this tax, 
peasants were forced to work for the king 
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or their village landlord for free.

76. One of the major towns in the Satavahana 
kingdom was  

(a) Arikkamedu 
(b)  Pratishthana 
(c)  Korkkai 
(d)  Maski

Explanation :  (B)

 � Pratishthana, also known as Paithan, was a 
major town in the Satavahana kingdom. It 
was the capital of the first Satavahana king, 
Simuka, and is one of the few inland towns 
mentioned in the first-century Greek book, 
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea. 

 � Pratishthana and Amaravati were the 
capitals of the Satavahana dynasty. The 
Satavahanas patronized Prakrit more than 
Sanskrit, and agriculture was the backbone 
of their economy. 

 � Korkai was the Satavahanas’ main 
port, located near the confluence of 
Thampraparani with the Bay of Bengal. 
It was famous for pearl fishery and chank 
diving.

77. The official associated with land revenue 
collection in the Maratha administration 
in medieval India was 

(a)  Patel 
(b)  Kulkarni 
(c) Mirasdar 
(d)  Silhadar

Explanation :  (A)

 � The official associated with land revenue 
collection in the Maratha administration in 
medieval India was the Patel. 

 � The Patel was the village headman and the 
most important Vatandar of the village. 
The Patel was responsible for the welfare of 
the villagers and the village. The Patel was 
also sometimes required to collect revenue 
from the farmers. 

 � The Patel was assisted by a Kulkarni who 
was a village accountant. The Kulkarni 
collected taxes and handled all the revenue 
or income that was produced at the village 

level. The Kulkarni was a Brahmin and 
received many perquisites like the Patel.

78. Among the following Mughal rulers who 
was the founder of Mansabdari System?  

(a)  Akbar 
(b)  Jahangir
(c)  Shahjahan 
(d)  Aurangzeb

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Mughal emperor Akbar introduced 
the Mansabdari system in 1595-96 CE. 
The word “mansab” is Arabic for “rank” 
or “position”. The system determined the 
rank and status of government officials and 
military generals. 

 � The Mansabdari system was a military unit 
within the Mughal Empire’s administrative 
system.

 � It granted nobles the right to hold a jagir, or 
revenue assignment, for services rendered. 
The emperor had direct control over these 
nobles. 

 � The Mansabdari system determined the 
salaries and allowances of civil and military 
officers. The term “manasabadar” refers to 
a person who has a mansab. 

 � The Mansabdari system was borrowed 
from Mongolia. Abul Fazl helped Akbar 
introduce the system.

79. Akbar’s mausoleum is situated at  

(a)  Sasaram 
(b) Sikandra
(c)  Agra
(d) New Delhi

Explanation :  (B)

 � Akbar’s mausoleum, also known as Akbar’s 
Tomb, is located in Sikandra, a suburb of 
Agra, Uttar Pradesh, India. It’s situated on 
119 acres of land, 10 kilometers from Agra. 
The tomb is pyramidal in shape and has five 
stories. The cenotaph is below ground level, 
and the false cenotaph is on the top floor. 
The entire tomb is made of red sandstone, 
except for the top story, which is made of 
white marble. 
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 � The tomb was built between 1605 and 1613 
by Emperor Akbar’s son, Prince Jahangir. 
The tomb is surrounded by a walled 
enclosure and has a gate known as Buland 
Darwaza, which translates to “gateway of 
magnificence”. The gate has a large archway 
and four marble minarets.

80. The Russian traveler who visited the Dec-
can during the medieval period of Indian 
history was  

(a)  Rastyannikov 
(b)  Shirokov 
(c)  Pavlov
(d)  Nikitin

Explanation :  (D)

 � Afanasy Nikitin was a Russian merchant 
who visited the Deccan during the medieval 
period of Indian history. He traveled to 
India from 1466–1472, when the Muslim 
Bahmani Sultan ruled the Deccan. 

 � Nikitin was one of the first Europeans 
to travel to India and document his visit. 
He left his hometown of Tver in 1466 and 
traveled by land and sea to Mumbai, where 
he spent three years touring India. His 
diary, The Journey Beyond the Three Seas, 
describes his commercial journey. 

 � Nikitin visited the Bahmani kingdom 
during the reign of Muhammad Shah III. 
He observed that the common people were 
miserable, while the nobles lived in luxury.
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81. Assertion (A): Babur wrote his memoirs in 
Turki. 

Reason (R): Turki was the official language 
of the Mughal Court.

In the context of the above two statements 
which one of the following is correct? 

(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (C)

 � The correct answer is C. A is true but R is 
false. 

 � Babur wrote his memoirs, Tuzuk-i-Baburi, 
in the Chagatai language, which he called 
“Turki”. The memoirs were originally 
written in Babur’s mother tongue, and were 
later translated into Persian four times. The 
Persian version is called Baburnama. 

 � However, Persian was the official language 
of the Mughal court. This is because many 
Persian artists, craftsmen, and scholars 
settled in India during the Mughal period.

82. Which one of the following is considered 
to be the world’s greatest iconographical 
creations made by the sthapatis of south 
India. particularly during the Chola peri-
od?   

(a)  Mahishasuramardini 
(b)  Nataraja 
(c)  Rama
(d)  Somaskanda

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Nataraja bronze icon is considered 
to be the world’s greatest iconographical 
creation made by the sthapatis of south 
India, particularly during the Chola period. 

 � The Nataraja sculpture is famous for 
its beauty and spiritual significance. It 
symbolizes Shiva as the lord of the cosmic 
dance of creation and destruction. 

 � The Chola period saw the perfection of 
the Dravidian style of architecture, with 
the construction of enormous temples in a 
monumental style.

 � The walls of Chola temples, such as the 
Tanjore and Gangaikondacholapuram 
temples, contain many large, finely executed 
icons.

83. Which one of the following is a monu-
ment constructed by Sher Shah? 

(a)  Kila Kuhna Mosque at Delhi
(b) Atala Masjid at Jaunpur
(c)  Bara Sona Masjid at Gaur
(d)  Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque at Delhi
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Explanation :  (A)

 � The Qila-i-Kuhna Mosque, also known as 
the Mosque of the Old Fort, is a monument 
built by Sher Shah Suri in 1541. The mosque 
is located inside the Purana Qila (Old Fort) 
in Delhi, India.

 � Sher Shah Suri built the mosque for his 
own use after defeating Humayun and 
capturing the fort and Agra city. The 
mosque is considered a symbol of his royal 
aspirations. 

 � The mosque is a large, single-aisled mosque 
that would have served as the sultan’s Jami, 
or Friday mosque.

 � The prayer hall inside measures 51.20m by 
14.90m and has five arched prayer niches 
or mihrabs set in its western wall.

 � The mosque is considered an architectural 
marvel of the Pre-Mughal era and features 
a beautiful fusion of building materials 
such as red sandstone, granite, and marble.
The Atala Masjid :

 � It is a 14th-century mosque in Jaunpur, Uttar 
Pradesh, India. Sultan Ibrahim Shah Sharki 
built it in 1408 AD, on the foundations laid 
by Sultan Firuz Shah Tughluq III in 1356.
Bara Sona Masjid :

 � It is also known as Baraduary Masjid, is a 
rectangular brick and stone structure in 
the Malda district of India. It’s the largest 
remaining structure in Gaur, a ruined city 
on the border of India and Bangladesh. 

 � The name Bara Sona Masjid translates to 
“Great Golden Mosque” because its domes 
were originally gilded with gold.

 � Sultan Nusrat Shah built it in 1526 AD. The 
mosque is 50.4 meters by 22.8 meters and 
has 11 arched openings. It’s located on the 
western side of a raised quadrangle, with an 
entrance gateway and a lake facing it. The 
east and north gateways remain, forming 
an open entrance courtyard.

The Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque : 

 � It is also known as the Great Mosque of 
Delhi or the Qutub Mosque, is located in 
Delhi’s Qutub complex. The mosque’s name 
translates to “Glory of Islam”. 

 � The mosque’s construction began in 1197 
by Qutb-ud-din Aibak, the founder of 
the Slave dynasty, and is made from the 
remains of 27 demolished Jain temples. The 
mosque’s architecture includes cloisters 
around a courtyard, an arched facade, and 
a sanctuary to the west. The mosque is built 
from red sandstone, gray quartz, and white 
marble, and is thought to be inspired by the 
iron “Pillar of the Law” that stands in the 
courtyard.

84. Consider the following passage: In the 
course of a career on the road span-
ning almost thirty years, he crossed the 
breadth of the Eastern hemisphere, vis-
ited territories equivalent to about 44 
modern countries, and put behind him 
a total distance of approximately 73, 000 
miles. The world greatest traveler of pre 
modern times to whom the above passage 
refers is  

(a)  Megasthenes 
(b)  Fa Hien 
(c)  Marco Polo 
(d)  Ibn Battuta

Explanation :  (C)

 � The passage refers to Marco Polo, the 
world’s greatest traveler of pre-modern 
times. 

 � The Eastern Hemisphere is the half of the 
planet that is east of the prime meridian 
and west of the antimeridian. It can 
also refer to Afro-Eurasia and Australia, 
and is sometimes called the “Oriental 
Hemisphere” or “Old World”.

85. Who among the following introduced the 
famous Persian Festival of NAUROJ in 
Indin?  

(a)  Balban 
(b)  Iltutmish
(c)  Firuz Tughlaq 
(d)  Ala-ud-din Khilji 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Balban was the first ruler to introduce the 
Persian festival of Nauroj in India. Nauroj 
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is the Persian and Iranian New Year, and 
is celebrated on the first day of spring. The 
festival is also known as Nowruz, and is 
celebrated in many countries, including 
Iran, Afghanistan, and India. 

 � Balban introduced the festival to impress 
people with his wealth and power. The 
festival is a Zoroastrian tradition that dates 
back about 3,000 years. It was celebrated 
by Zoroastrians in Persia, who migrated to 
India in the 7th century.
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86. Who among the following is said to have 
witnessed the reigns of eight Delhi Sul-
tans?  

(a)  Ziauddin Barani 
(b)  Shams-i-Siraj Afif 
(c)  Minhaj us Siraj 
(d)  Amir Khusrau

Explanation :  (D)

 � Amir Khusrau is said to have witnessed the 
reigns of eight Delhi Sultans, from Balban 
to Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq. 

 � Amir Khusrau (1253-1325) was a Persian 
poet, musician, and scholar who lived 
during the medieval period of Indian 
history. He is known as the “Father of 
Qawwali” and is considered an iconic 
figure in the cultural history of the Indian 
subcontinent. He is also known for his 
historical accounts, literary work, and 
innovation in Indian music. 

 � Amir Khusrau is said to have served under 
seven different Turkish Sultans in Delhi. 
He was a courtier, royal poet, and court 
musician under the Turkish Sultans.

87. Consider the map given below: 

The shaded area in the map shows the 
kingdom of the

(a)  Satavahanas
(b)  Chalukyas of Vatapi 
(c)  Rashtrakutas
(d)  Marathas

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Maratha Empire or the Maratha 
Confederacy was a power that dominated 
a large portion of the Indian subcontinent 
in the 18th century. The empire formally 
existed from 1674 with the coronation of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji and ended in 1818 with 
the defeat of Peshwa Bajirao II.

 � The Maratha Empire brought an end to the 
chaos that prevailed in the Deccan Plateau, 
as a result of the expansion and advent of 
the Mughal Empire into south India.

The Satavahanas :

 � It was an ancient Indian dynasty that ruled 
from the mid-1st century BCE to the early 
3rd century CE. The dynasty’s capital was 
Pratishthana (modern Paithan) in the 
Aurangabad district of Maharashtra. The 
Satavahanas ruled over present-day Andhra 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Telangana. They 
also ruled over parts of Gujarat, Karnataka, 
and Madhya Pradesh. 

 � The Satavahanas were the first native Indian 
kings to issue their own coins. The coins 
had the rulers’ portraits on them and the 
coin legends were in Prakrit. Some reverse 
coin legends are in Tamil, Telugu, and 
Kannada. The most common feature of the 
Satavahanas’ coinage is the arched hill or 
Hill Symbol, popularly known as Chaitya 
symbol. 

 � The Satavahanas’ official language was 
Prakrit, but the script was Brahmi. The 
Satavahanas also used Sanskrit in political 
inscriptions, but rarely. 

Some important rulers of the Satavahana 
Dynasty include:

•	 Simuka: The founder of the Satavahana 
Dynasty. He built Buddhist and Jain 
temples.
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•	 Satakarni I: The third king of the 
Satavahanas. He was the first to expand the 
empire through military conquests.

•	 Vijaya Satakarni: The last ruler of the 
Satvahana dynasty. 

 � The Satavahanas restored peace throughout 
the Deccan area after the Maurya dynasty 
and fought off foreign invasions.

The Chalukyas of Badami, also known as 
the Chalukyas of Vatapi :

 � It was a dynasty that ruled parts of 
Southern and Central India from 543 to 
753 CE. Their capital was Vatapi, which is 
now known as Badami and is located in the 
Bijapur district of Karnataka. 

 � The Chalukyas of Badami were the first 
of three related Chalukya dynasties. The 
other two dynasties were the Eastern 
Chalukyas and the Western Chalukyas. 
The Eastern Chalukyas ruled from the 
death of Pulakesin II in 642 AD until the 
11th century. The Western Chalukyas were 
descendants of the Badami Chalukyas. 

 � The Chalukyas of Badami ruled over an area 
that included the entire state of Karnataka 
and most of Andhra Pradesh. Their rule 
was a landmark in the history of Bagalkote. 

 � The Chalukyas of Badami period was a 
time of Hindu culture and  spirituality 
revival. The kings encouraged Vaishnavism, 
Shaivism, Shakta cults, and Jainism. 
Women were also respected in society. 

 � The Chalukyas came to an end in 753 
AD when Kirtivarman II was deposed by 
Dantidurga.

The Rashtrakutas :

 � They were a royal dynasty that ruled parts 
of the Indian subcontinent from the 6th to 
the 10th century. The name “Rashtrakuta” 
is Sanskrit for “country” and “chieftain”. 
The Rashtrakutas were small clan heads in 
different parts of India during the time of 
the Mauryan Emperor Ashoka the Great 
(3rd century BCE). 

 � The Rashtrakutas were a powerful polity 
that controlled territories in north and 
south India for almost 200 years. The 

Rashtrakutas promoted and expanded 
north Indian traditions and policies in 
south India. The Rashtrakutas were a 
medieval Hindu dynasty that ruled much 
of the Deccan and southern India. 

 � The Rashtrakutas were officers of Rashtra 
(province) under the early Chalukyas of 
Badami. The Rashtrakutas had a monarch 
and feudatories based administration. The 
realm became more feudalized with each 
Rashtrakuta king’s reign. 

 � The Rashtrakutas’ contributions include 
the Kailasanatha temple at Ellora, the 
Kashivishvanatha temple, and the Jain 
Narayana temple at Pattadakal. The 
Kailasanatha temple is carved out of a 
massive block of rock and has figures of 
elephants and lions on the central face of 
the plinth.

 � The Kashivishvanatha temple and the Jain 
Narayana temple are both UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites.

88. Who among the following Indies wrote a 
historical account during the Mughal pe-
riod?  

(a)  Gulbadan Begum 
(b)  Nurjahan Begum 
(c)  Jahanara Begum 
(d)  Zebunnissa Begum 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Gulbadan Begum is the only woman 
historian to have written a historical 
account during the Mughal period. She was 
the youngest daughter of Emperor Babur 
and wrote Humayun Nama, a memoir 
about her brother Humayun’s life and reign. 
The book provides insights into the Mughal 
Empire’s political and social history during 
the 16th century. 

 � Begum’s account provides details on both 
Mughal courtly and private life, unlike 
other historians of the time who focused 
on political history. In 1899, Annette 
Beveridge, a Persian scholar, translated 
Humayun Nama into English and the Royal 
Asiatic Society published it in London in 
1902. The original manuscript is preserved 
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in the Museum of the Asiatic Society in 
Kolkata.

89. The first Indian ruler to organize Haj pil-
grimage at the expense of the state was  

(a)  Alauddin Khilji 
(b)  Feroz Tughlak
(c)  Akbar
(d) Aurangzeb

Explanation :  (C)

 � Akbar was the first Indian ruler to organize 
Haj pilgrimage at the expense of the state. 

 � Akbar was the third Mughal emperor and a 
tolerant ruler. He removed the pilgrim tax 
on bathing at holy sites and abolished the 
jaziya tax. He also provided pilgrims with 
subsidies.

90. The Mansabdari System introduced by 
Akbar was borrowed from the system fol-
lowed in  

(a)  Afghanistan 
(b)  Turkey
(c)  Mongolia
(d)  Persia

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Mansabdari system introduced by 
Akbar was borrowed from the system 
followed in Mongolia. 

 � The Mansabdari system is a rank-based 
system that assigns each individual a 
specific rank, known as a mansab. The 
mansab determines their status, salary, 
and military responsibilities. The word 
“mansab” is of Arabic origin and means 
rank or position. 

 � The Mansabdari system originated in the 
reign of Changez Khan. The system was a 
significant part of the Mughal army. Akbar 
needed a strong standing army for his 
territorial expansion to maintain his hold 
over it. 

 � In the Mughal Empire, a Mansabdar was an 
official who held a rank in the Mansabdari 
system. Mansabdars were responsible for 
both military and civil administration. 
They were granted jagirs (land grants) in 
lieu of their salaries.
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91. Who among the following were famous 
jurists of mediseval India 

1.  Vijnaneshvara 
2  Hemadri 
3.  Rajshekhara 
4.  Jimutarvahana

Choose the correct answer from the codes 
given below 

(a) 1, 2 and 3  
(b)  2, 3 and 4 
(c) 1, 2, and 4  
(d)  1 and 4

Explanation :  (C)

•	 The correct answer is Option 3: I, II, and 
IV.

I.   Vijnanesvara:

 � Vijnanesvara, also known as Vijnaneshwara, 
was a famous jurist of medieval India. 
He was a Brahmin scholar from the 
Chalukya dynasty and lived during the 
12th century. Vijnanesvara is renowned for 
his work called the “Mitakshara,” which is 
a commentary on the Yajnavalkya Smriti, 
an important legal text in Hindu law. The 
Mitakshara is considered one of the most 
significant texts in the field of Hindu law 
and has greatly influenced legal practices in 
medieval India.

II.  Hemadri:

 � Hemadri, also known as Hemadpant, was 
another prominent jurist of medieval India. 
He lived during the 13th century and was a 
minister in the court of the Yadava dynasty. 
Hemadri is well-known for his work called 
the “Chaturvarga Chintamani.” This text 
covers various aspects of law, including civil 
and criminal law, as well as topics related 
to governance, ethics, and social customs. 
Hemadris Chaturvarga Chintamani is 
considered an important legal treatise in 
medieval India.
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III.  Jimutavahana:

 � Jimutavahana was a renowned jurist 
and scholar from medieval India. He is 
associated with the legal text called the 
“Dayabhaga,” which is a commentary on 
the Yajnavalkya Smriti. The Dayabhaga 
focuses on inheritance law and property 
rights within the framework of Hindu 
law. Jimutavahanas work, along with 
Vijnanesvara`s Mitakshara, has had a 
significant impact on the development 
and understanding of legal practices in 
medieval India.

Rajasekhara :

 � Rajasekhara who was not a famous jurist of 
medieval India. Rajasekhara, also known as 
Kavi Rajasekhara, was a Sanskrit poet and 
playwright, not a jurist.

92. Consider the map given below   

The route indicated in the map was 
followed,during the course of the military 
exploits By 

(a) Chandragupta 
(b)  Harshavardhana
(c) Rajendra Chola 
(d)  Malik Kafur 

Explanation :  (D)

 �  Malik Kafur was originally a Hindu eunuch 
of Gujarat. Malik Kafur was responsible 
for the conquest of the South. Ala-ud-Din 
put Malik Kafur in charge of the Deccan 
campaigns.

93. Examine the map given below   

The places marked 1,2,3 and 4 were 
respectively the seats of powers of the

a)  Scindias; Holkars; Gaekwads and 
Bhosale

b) Holkars; Scindias; Gaekwads and 
Bhosale

c)  Gaekwads; Bhosale; Scindias and 
Holkars 

d)  Scindia; Holkars; Bhosale and 
Gaekwads 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Scindia/Shinde is a Hindu Maratha clan 
from Maharashtra.

 � This clan included rulers of the Gwalior 
State which was a part of the Maratha 
Confederacy in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
Holkar dynasty was a Hindu Maratha royal 
house in India.

 � The Holkars ruled as Maratha Rajas, and 
later as Maharajas of Indore in Central 
India as an independent member of the 
Maratha Empire until 1818. The Gaekwad 
or Gaikwad are a Hindu Kunbi Maratha 
clan.  

 � A dynasty belonging to this clan ruled the 
princely state of Baroda in western India 
from. the early 18th century until 1947.

 � The Bhosale are a prominent group within 
the Maratha clan system. Shivaji successors 
ruled chhatrapatis (emperors maharajas) 
from their capital at Satara.

94. The ‘Modi scripts was employed in the 
document of the   

(a)  Wodeyars 
(b)  Zamorins
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(c) Hoyasalas 
(d)  Marathas 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Modi script, also known as the Modi 
lipi, was used in the documents of the 
Marathas. The Maratha Empire existed 
from the 17th to the 19th centuries. 

 � The Modi script is a historical script used 
to write the Marathi language. It was 
primarily used for maintaining revenue 
and administrative records. 

 � The Modi script is a cursive script that 
was in use from the 15th century. It is 
sometimes used to write Konkani, Hindi, 
Gujarati, Kannada, Telugu, and Sanskrit. 

•	 The Modi script was used to write 
documents related to:

 � Land revenue, Judiciary, Justice, Donation 
of land, Religious matters, Property matters, 
Jahagir vatan, Military orders.

The Wodeyars, also known as the 
Wadiyars :

 � They were a South Indian Hindu royal 
family that ruled the Kingdom of Mysore 
from 1399 to 1947. The Wodeyars were 
originally based in Mysore city and were 
from the Urs clan. The word “Wadiyar” 
means “Lord” or “Lordship” in Kannada. 

 � The Wodeyars profited from the conflict 
between the Mughal Empire and the 
Marathas in the 17th century. In 1610, 
the Wodeyars seized Seringapatam (now 
Shrirangapattana) and later acquired 
Bangalore (now Bengaluru). The city of 
Mysore became the kingdom’s capital in 
1799. 

 � After the death of Tipu Sultan in 1799, 
the Wodeyars ruled as allies of the British 
crown from 1799 to 1947.

The Zamorins :

 � They were a Hindu ruling dynasty that 
ruled over the Malabar coast for over a 
century. The Zamorins were the hereditary 
rulers of Calicut, a major trading center in 
southern India. The Zamorins lived in a 
large family residence called a kovilakom, 

which was similar to a palace. The Zamorins 
followed a matrilineal system, where the 
eldest member of the kovilakom became 
the Zamorin when the previous Zamorin 
passed away. 

 � The Zamorins originated in Nediyirippu 
in Eranad, which is now part of the 
Malappuram district in Kerala. The 
Zamorins dealt with Chinese, Arabs, 
Portuguese, and others during their reign. 
The final Zamorin of Calicut committed 
suicide by setting fire to his palace and 
burning himself alive inside it.

The Hoysalas :

 � They were a Kannadiga dynasty that ruled 
most of what is now Karnataka between 
the 10th and 14th centuries. The dynasty’s 
capital was Dwarasamudra (Halebeedu), 
and the Hoysalas ruled over much of South 
India for nearly 200 years. 

 � The Hoysalas were feudatories of the 
Chalukyas of Kalyana. The dynasty was 
founded by Sala, who was succeeded by 
Vinayaditya and Balalla 1. The greatest ruler 
of the Hoysala dynasty was Vishnuvardhana 
(Bittideva), who defeated the Cholas in the 
battle of Talakadu. 

 � The Hoysalas built many spectacular 
temples, both Hindu and Jain. The 
Vijayanagar dynasty succeeded the 
Hoysalas.

1996

95.  The sufi saint who maintained that devo-
tional music was one way of coming close 
to God was  

(a)  Muin-ud-din Chishti
(b)  Baba Farid
(c)  Saiyid Muhammad Gesudaraz
(d)  Shah Alam Bukhari

Explanation :  (A)

•	 The sufi saint who maintained that 
devotional music was one way of coming 
close to God was Option 1: Muin-ud-din 
Chishti.

 � Muin-ud-din Chishti, also known as 
Khwaja Gharib Nawaz, was a prominent 
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sufi saint of the Chishti order in India. He 
lived during the 12th and 13th centuries 
and is widely regarded as one of the most 
influential sufi saints in the subcontinent.

 � One of the key aspects of Muin-ud-din 
Chishtis teachings was his emphasis on 
devotional music, specifically Qawwali. 
Qawwali is a form of mystical music and 
poetry that originated in the sufi tradition 
and is characterized by its vibrant melodies 
and spiritual lyrics. Chishti believed that 
through Qawwali, individuals could 
experience a profound connection with 
God and attain spiritual enlightenment.

 � Chishtis approach to spirituality was 
inclusive and accessible to people from all 
walks of life. He believed that music had 
the power to uplift the soul, purify the 
heart, and create a deep sense of love and 
devotion for God. Qawwali gatherings, 
known as “sama,” were organized in his 
dargah (sufi shrine) in Ajmer, Rajasthan, 
where people would gather to listen to the 
melodious verses and experience spiritual 
ecstasy.

 � Chishti`s teachings on the importance of 
devotional music were influenced by his 
belief in the power of sound and its ability 
to transcend worldly boundaries. He saw 
music as a means to dissolve the ego and 
achieve a state of spiritual union with the 
divine. Through the mesmerizing melodies 
and poetic expressions of Qawwali, Chishti 
encouraged his followers to embark on a 
journey of self-discovery and surrender 
themselves to the divine presence.

 � It is worth mentioning that while other 
sufi saints, such as Baba Farid, Saiyid 
Muhammad Gesudaraz, and Shah Alam 
Bukhari, also made significant contributions 
to sufi traditions and spirituality, they 
may have emphasized different aspects or 
practices within the sufi path. However, 
in the context of the question, Muin-ud-
din Chishti is specifically associated with 
promoting devotional music as a means of 
approaching God.

 � In summary, Muin-ud-din Chishti, 
also known as Khwaja Gharib Nawaz, 
maintained that devotional music, 

particularly Qawwali, was one way of 
coming close to God. His teachings on the 
transformative power of music continue 
to influence sufi traditions and inspire 
individuals to seek spiritual enlightenment 
through the medium of sound and 
devotion.

96. Nastaliq was   

(a)  a Persian script used in medieval 
India 

(b) a raga composed by Tansen 
(c) a cess levied by the Mughal rulers. 
(d) a manual of code of conduct for the 

Ulemas

Explanation :  (A)

 � Nastaliq was a Persian script used in 
medieval India. It is a calligraphic script that 
originated in Persia (modern-day Iran) in 
the 14th century. Nastaliq is characterized 
by its elegant and flowing style, which is 
especially suitable for writing Persian and 
Urdu languages. 

 � Nastaliq is a Perso-Arabic script used as the 
preferred style for a variety of languages, 
including Dari and Pashto in Afghanistan, 
and Persian in Iran. It is one of the main 
calligraphic hands used in writing the 
Persian alphabet, and traditionally the 
predominant style in Persian calligraphy. 

 � Nastaliq is used mainly for Persian poetical 
writings and in Urdu and Malay manuscript. 
It remains one of the most expressive forms 
of aesthetic refinement in Persian culture to 
this day.

97. In medieval India, Mansabdari   system 
was Intraduced mainly for   

(a)  making recruitment to the army 
(b)  faciliting revenue collection 
(c) ensuring religious harmony 
(d) effecting clean administration 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Mansabdari system was introduced 
in medieval India by the Mughal Emperor 
Akbar in the late 16th century. The 
system was primarily used for military 
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administration and territorial command to 
sustain the army. It was also a hierarchical 
ranking system that encompassed both 
military and civil. 

 � The Mansabdari system’s primary purpose 
was to facilitate the recruitment of soldiers 
into the Mughal army. Under this system, 
every officer or noble was assigned a rank or 
Mansab, which determined their military 
and administrative responsibilities. 

The main features of the Mansabdari 
system were:

•	 Zat: This rank indicated the officer’s 
position in the administrative hierarchy.

•	 Sawar: This rank determined personal pay.
•	 Mansabdars: These were classified into 

three classes based on the ratio of their zat 
and sawar ranks.

98. Mughal planting reached its zenith under 

(a)  Humayun 
(b)  Akbar 
(c)  Jahangir 
(d)  Shahajan

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mughal painting reached its zenith under 
the reign of Jahangir, the fourth Mughal 
Emperor. Jahangir was a naturalist who 
preferred paintings of animals, birds, 
flowers, and trees. He also continued the 
tradition of portraiture. 

 � Mughal paintings were a blend of Indian, 
Persian, and Islamic styles. They originated 
from the synthesis of the original Indian 
style of painting and the Safavid school of 
Persian painting. 

 � Jahangir’s reign saw the full synthesis of 
Persian and Indian styles of painting. He 
also inspired his royal studio to take up 
the single point perspective preferred by 
European artists.

99. Ashtapradhan was a Council of Minister  

(a)  in the Gupta Administration 
(b)  in the chola Administration 
(c) In the vijaynagar Administratiom 
(d)  in the maratha Administration

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Ashtapradhan, or Council of Eight, 
was a council of ministers in the Maratha 
empire. The Maratha leader Shivaji 
established the council in 1674.

 � The council is credited with implementing 
good governance practices and contributing 
to the success of military campaigns against 
the Mughal Empire.

 � The eight prominent officials of Marathas 
were known as Ashta Pradhan.  

They were as follows : 

1. Peshva (Prime Minister)  
2. Amatya or Mazumdar (Finance 

Minister)  
3. Waqia-Navis (like a home minister)  
4. Samant or Dabir (dealing with the 

outsiders)  
5. Sachiv (The official correspondence)  
6. Pandit Rao (The official religious 

officer)  
7. Sar-i- Nabuat (army affairs) 
8. Nyayadhish (judiciary)

The council was responsible for:

 � Negotiating treaties
 � Managing trade relations
 � Representing the kingdom in international 

forums

1997

100. The head of the military department un-
der the recorgnised central machinary of 
administration during Akbar Reign was   

(a)  Diwan 
(b)  Mir Bakshi
(c)  Mir Saman 
(d)  Bakshi

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mir Bakshi was the head of the military 
department under the recognized central 
machinery of administration during 
Akbar’s reign. 

Mir Bakshi was also responsible for:
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1.  Gathering intelligence
2.  Recommending military 

appointments and promotions to the 
emperor

3.  Leading the nobility, information, 
and intelligence agencies 

 � The Mir Bakshi post was established during 
the Khilji Sultanate of Delhi, but it became 
more popular and significant during 
Akbar’s reign.

101. After consohidating his power,Balban as-
sumed the grand title of   

(a)  Tuti - e- Hind
(b)  Kaiser - i -Hind
(c)  Zil - i - Ilahi 
(d)  Din - i - Ilahi

Explanation :  (C)

 � After consolidating his power, Balban 
assumed the grand title of Zil-i-Ilahi. The 
title means “Shadow of God”. 

 � Balban, also known as Ghiyas ud-Din 
Balban, was a prominent ruler of the Delhi 
Sultanate in medieval India. He ruled from 
1265 to 1287 and was the last effective ruler 
of the Slave Dynasty. 

 � Balban believed in the Persian Court model 
of Kingship and took up the title of Zil-i-
Ilahi. He also insisted on sijda (prostration) 
and paibos (kissing monarch’s feet) to 
emphasize that nobles were not equal to 
him.

Tuti-e-Hind :

 � It is a title given to Amir Khusrau, which 
means “Parrot of India”. Khusrau is also 
known as the “voice of India” and the 
“father of Urdu literature”. 

 � Khusrau was a prominent figure in 13th 
century Indian music and is considered one 
of the four great pillars of Persian literature 
from the 14th century.

 � He often described his poems as “pearls” 
and referred to himself as the “Parrot of 
India”. Alauddin Khalji, a great patron of 
art and literature, gave Khusrau the title of 
Tuti-e-Hind.

 � Khusrau was born in 1253 in the village 
of Patiali, which was then known as 
Mominpur or Mominabad, in the Etah 
district of Uttar Pradesh.

Kaiser-i-Hind :

 � It is a title given to Mahatma Gandhi by the 
British government in 1915 for his work 
during the Boer War (1899-1902). The 
title was given by the emperor of India for 
public service between 1900-1947. Gandhi 
returned the medal in 1920 as part of a 
national campaign supporting the Khilafat 
Movement.

Din-i Ilahi :

 � It is also known as Divine Faith, was 
a syncretic religion established by the 
Mughal emperor Akbar in 1582. The name 
translates to “Religion of God” or “Divine 
Faith” in Persian. 

 � Akbar’s vision was to combine Islam and 
Hinduism into a single faith, while also 
incorporating elements of Christianity, 
Zoroastrianism, and Jainism. He was 
deeply interested in religious matters and 
established the Ibadat Khana, or “House of 
Worship”, in 1575. This academy provided a 
place for representatives of all major faiths 
to meet and discuss theological questions. 

 � The movement was an ethical system that 
never had more than 19 adherents. 

102. The Badami rock inscription of pulakesin 
I is dated in the Saka year 465. If the same 
were to be dated in Vikrama Samvat, the 
year would be   

(a)  601   
(b) 300
(c)  330   
(d)  407

Explanation :  (A)

 � The answer is 601. The Saka era began in 78 
AD, while the Vikram era began in 58 BC. 

To convert the inscription to Vikram era, 
you can add the following:

465 + 78 + 58 = 601 Vikram Samvat
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 � The Badami inscription, also known as 
the Kappe Arabhatta inscription, is a rock 
inscription carved into a cliff in Badami, 
Karnataka. The inscription is dated to 
around 700 CE and is written in Kannada. 
Kappe Arabhatta was an 8th century 
Chalukya warrior.

 � The Vikram Samvat and the Shaka Samvat 
are two main Hindu calendars that are 
still used in India today. These lunisolar 
calendars are used to determine the dates 
of festivals like Diwali and Holi, and for 
other social purposes. 

 � King Vikramaditya established the Vikram 
Samvat in 57 BCE to commemorate his 
victory over the Malavas. The Shaka Samvat 
was established in 78 CE by Emperor 
Shalivahana to mark the beginning of his 
rule. 

 � The Vikram Samvat and the Shaka Samvat 
both began and ended in 57 BCE and 78 
AD, respectively. The government of India 
uses the Vikram era with the Gregorian 
calendar. 

 � The Saka Calendar is the National Calendar 
of India and is based on the Saka era. It 
was adopted in 1957 and has 365 days, just 
like the Gregorian year. The first month 
of the Saka calendar is Chaitra, which 
corresponds to March 22 of the Gregorian 
calendar.

103. The medieval Indian writer who refers  to 
the discovery of america is   

(a)  Malik Muhhammad Jayasi 
(b)  Amir Khusrau 
(c)  Raskhan 
(d)  Abul Fazl 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Abul Fazl is the medieval Indian writer who 
mentions the discovery of America. 

 � Abul Fazl was a historian, writer, and 
politician who served as the Mughal 
Empire’s grand vizier from 1579 until his 
death in 1602. He was a courtier of Emperor 
Akbar, the third Mughal emperor of India, 
and wrote the 16th century historical 
document Ain-i-Akbari.

 � Ain-i-Akbari details the reign of Emperor 
Akbar and includes a reference to the 
discovery of America.

104. Assertion (A):  The Spoinder and the most 
prominent figure of the Chisti order of sufis 
in India is Khawja Moinmuddin Chisti

Reason  (R): The Chisti order takes its 
name from a village Chisti in Ajmer  

In the context of the above two statement 
which one of the following is correct?

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false 
(d)  A is false, but R is true

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Chishti Order is a Sufi order that 
emphasizes openness, love, and tolerance. 
It was established by Abu Ishaq Shami, who 
taught Sufism in the town of Chisht, which 
is now located in western Afghanistan. The 
order is primarily followed in South Asia 
and Afghanistan. 

 � Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti was 
a popular Sufi saint who established the 
Chishti Order in the 13th century. He was 
a Sunni Muslim preacher, philosopher, 
religious scholar, and mystic who settled 
in the Indian subcontinent in the early 
13th century. He was born in Sajistan and 
became a follower of the Chistiya sect. He 
is considered one of the most outstanding 
saints of the Indian subcontinent and an 
international spiritual inspiration.

1998

105. Asseration (A) : At  first the Turkish ad-
ministration in india was ecentially mili-
tary 

Reason (R) : The country was parcelled out 
as ‘Iqtas’ among leading millitary leaders.  

(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is NOT a 
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correct explanation of A
(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false but R is true 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The assertion and reason are both true, and 
the reason is the correct explanation for the 
assertion. 

 � The Turkish administration in India was 
primarily military, and the country was 
divided into “Iqtas” among leading military 
leaders. This system allowed the Turkish 
rulers to maintain military control over 
different parts of India. 

 � Iqtas were an Islamic practice of tax 
farming that became common in Muslim 
Asia during the Buyid dynasty. The word 
“Iqta” literally means land or land revenue 
assigned to an individual on certain 
conditions. The holders of these Iqtas were 
the trustful agents of the Sultan. 

 � The Iqtadar central officer was directly 
answerable to the Sultan, which made it 
possible to maintain good central control. 
The system also increased performance and 
achievements since the top-performing 
commander received Iqta as payment. 

 � The Turkish rule in India, under the Delhi 
Sultanate, lasted for several centuries, 
from 1206 to 1526. The Turkish rule 
was eventually succeeded by the Mughal 
Empire, established by Babur in 1526.

106. Consider the following :  

1. Tughlaquabad Fort 
2. Lodi Garden 
3. Qutub Minar 
4.  Fatehpur  Sikri

The correct chronological order in which 
they were Built is 

(a)  3 1 4 2  
(b)  1 3 2 4
(c)  1 3 2 4  
(d)  1 3 4 2

Explanation :  (B) 

 � Qutub Minar was constructed in 1192 by 

Qutab-ud-din Aibak, and later completed 
by his successor Iltutmish. The soaring 
conical tower is an exquisite example 
of example of Indo-Islamic Afghan 
architecture.

 � The Tughlaqabad Fort was built by the 
founder of the Tughlaq Dynasty, Ghiyas-
ud-din-Tughlaq in 1321. Established as 
the fifth historic city, the fort was later 
abandoned in 1327.

 � Lodhi garden was set up in between the 
15th and 16th centuries by the Sayyid and 
Lodhi rulers.

 � Fatehpur Sikri was made the political 
capital of the Mughal Empire by Emperor 
Akbar from the period of 1571 to 1585.

107. Assertion (A) : During the region of Sha-
hajan Dara Sikoh was sent on expedition to 
Balkhashan and Qandahar 

Reason (R) : The expedition sent by 
Shahajan to the midle  East was a medival 
success. 

(a)  Both A nad R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is NOT a 
correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true but R is false
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (D)

 � The assertion that Dara Shikoh was sent 
on an expedition to Balkh, Badakhshan, 
and Qandahar during the reign of Shah 
Jahan is false. However, the reason that 
the expedition sent by Shah Jahan to the 
Middle East was a success is true. 

 � In 1653, Shah Jahan sent Dara Shikoh 
with a large army and two of the empire’s 
heaviest artillery pieces to Kandahar.

 � After a five-month siege, the Mughals were 
unable to starve the city and failed to breach 
the walls with cannon fire. The Mughals 
eventually gave up all attempts to recover 
Kandahar. 

 � Shah Jahan’s goal was to establish a friendly 
ruler in Balkh and Badakhshan, which 
bordered Kabul and were ruled by Timurid 
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princes until 1585.

108. In the given map, the shaded part repre-
sent Akbar’s empire at a certain juncture 
‘A’ stands for an independed country and 
‘B’ marks the site of city which one of the 
following alternative gives all correct in-
formation? 

 

(a) Akbar in 1557 :
 (A)  Goukunda  (B) Lahore
(b) Akbar in 1557 :
 (A) Khandesh  (B) Multan 
(c)  Akbar in 1605 : 
 (A) Godwana  (B) Multan 
(d) Akbar in 1605  :
 (A) Gondwana  (B)Lahore

Explanation :  (D) 

 � The shaded part represents Akbar empire 
at the time of his death. “A” stands for 
Gondwana, an independent country and 
“B” stands for the city of Lahore.

109. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given be-
low the lists:  

List I List II
A.1556 : 1.  Battle of haldi Ghati
B. 1600 : 2. Nadir Shah’s capture of    

delhi
C. 1680 : 3.  Death of Shivaji 
D. 1739 : 4.  Grant of charter to East   

India Company 
5.  Accession of Akbar

Codes :

A B C D 

(a) 3 4 2 1  
(b)  5 4 3 2
(c)  5 2 1 4  
(d)  1 5 3 2

Explanation :  (B)

The Battle of Haldighati :

 � It was fought on June 18, 1576 between 
the forces of the Mughal emperor Akbar 
and the Mewar forces led by Maharana 
Pratap. The battle took place at Rakt Talai 
in Khamnore, a mountain pass in the 
Aravalli mountain range that connects the 
Rajsamand and Pali districts of Rajasthan. 
The name Haldighati comes from the 
yellow-turmeric colored soil of the region. 

 � The battle was a defeat for the Mewar 
forces, but Maharana Pratap escaped and 
continued to resist the Mughal Empire. 
The battle is considered significant for the 
bravery shown by the Rajputs and Bhils, 
and for marking a turning point in Mughal 
expansion into Mewar.

 � In 1739, the Iranian ruler Nadir Shah 
invaded the Mughal realm and captured 
the Mughal capital of Delhi. 

 � Nadir Shah’s army defeated the Mughals at 
the Battle of Karnal on February 24, 1739. 
The battle lasted less than three hours, and 
the Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah 
surrendered. 

 � On March 20, 1739, Nadir Shah entered 
Delhi with Muhammad Shah as his vassal. 
The city’s fortifications fired their guns in 
salute as the conqueror entered. 

 � Nadir Shah extracted a large tribute 
from the Mughal king and his nobles. He 
returned to Persia with a large amount of 
loot, including the peacock throne, the 
Koh-i-Noor diamond, and “700 elephants, 
4,000 camels and 12,000 horses carrying 
wagons all laden with gold, silver and 
precious stones”.

 � Shivaji died on April 3, 1680, at the age 
of 50, in the Raigad Fort. The cause of his 
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death is disputed, but British records state 
that he died of bloody flux after being sick 
for 12 days. 

 � Shivaji was enthroned as an independent 
sovereign in 1674, marking the formal 
beginning of the Maratha empire. The 
empire formally existed from 1674 to 1818. 

 � According to legend, Shivaji’s last word on 
his deathbed was “Sai”.

 � Queen Elizabeth I granted the East India 
Company a Royal Charter on December 
31, 1600. The charter’s purpose was to 
facilitate trade in Africa and Asia and to 
counter competition from the Dutch East 
India Company. 

 � The charter granted the East India 
Company the sole right to trade with the 
East. The company established trading 
establishments on the east and west coasts 
of India and in Bengal. The company’s ships 
first arrived in India in 1608. 

 � The East India Company acted as a part-
trade organization and part-nation-state for 
over two centuries. It made great progress 
in India, where it acquired trade privileges 
from India’s Mogul emperors.

 � Akbar succeeded Humayun as Emperor of 
Hindustan on February 14, 1556, at the age 
of 13 years and 4 months. The coronation 
took place in Kalanaur, Punjab, on a 
newly constructed platform. Akbar was 
proclaimed Shahanshah, which is Persian 
for “King of Kings”. 

 � Akbar was too young to rule, so Bairam 
Khan, his tutor and a loyal officer of 
Humayun, was appointed as his regent. 

 � Akbar was born on October 15, 1542, in 
Umarkot, Sindh. He was Muslim, but he 
took an interest in the religions of his realm, 
including Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, and 
Christianity. He tried to consolidate his 
empire and promote religious tolerance.

110. The Loss of Qaundhar was a big below to 
the Mughal empire from the view point 
of   

(a) Natural Resources

(b) Buffer Territory
(c) Communication
(d)  Strategic Stronghold

Explanation :  (D)

 � The loss of Qandahar was a big blow to 
the Mughal Empire from the viewpoint of 
strategic stronghold. 

 � Qandahar, located in present-day 
Afghanistan, was a strategically important 
city for the Mughal Empire. It acted as a vital 
stronghold and buffer territory between the 
Mughal Empire and the Persian Empire. 

 � The loss of Qandahar to the Persians was 
a setback to the Mughal Empire because it 
resulted in the Mughals losing control over 
the trade routes to Afghanistan, Persia, and 
Central Asia. This loss also exposed India 
to invasions from the northwest.

111. The member of Shivaji Astha Pradhana 
who looked after forign affairs was   

(a)  Peshwa   
(b)  Sachiv 
(c)  Pandit Rao   
(d)  Sumant 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Ashta Pradhan was designed to 
encompass all the primary administrative 
functions of the state, with each minister 
being given charge of one role in the 
administration. 

 � Ministerial designations were drawn from 
the Sanskrit language; the eight ministerial 
roles were as follows:
1. Pantpradhan or Peshwa - Prime 

Minister, general administration of 
the Empire. 

2. Amatya or Mazumdar - Finance 
Minister, managing accounts of the 
Empire

3. Shurunavis/Sacheev - Secretary, 
preparing royal edicts. 

4. Waqia-Navis - Interior Minister, 
managing internal affairs especially 
intelligence and espionage.

5. Sar-i-Naubat or Senapati - 
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Commander-in-Chief, managing the 
forces and defence of the Empire. 

6. Sumant/Dabir - Foreign Minister, 
to manage relationships with other 
sovereigns.

7. Nyayadhish - Chief Justice, dispensing 
justice on civil and criminal matters.

112. The Sultan of Delhi who is reputed to 
have built the biggest network of canals 
in India was 

(a)  Iltutmish 
(b)  Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq
(c) Firoz Shah Tughlaq 
(d) Sikandar Lodi 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Sultan of Delhi who is reputed to have 
built the biggest network of canals in India 
was Firoz Shah Tughlaq. 

 � Firoz Shah Tughlaq was a Muslim ruler of 
the Tughlaq dynasty who ruled over the 
Sultanate of Delhi from 1351 to 1388. In 
1355, he constructed a double system of 
canals from Yamuna to Sutlej to support 
the newly founded city of Hissar-i-Firoza.

113. Fawazil in the Sultanate period meant     

(a)  extra payment made to the nobles 
(b)  revenue assigned in lieu of salary 
(c)  excess amount paid to the exchequer 

by the Iqtadars 
(d)  illigal exaction extracted from the 

presents

Explanation :  (C)

 � In the Sultanate period, the term “fawazil” 
referred to the excess amount paid to the 
exchequer by the iqtadars. 

 � Iqtadars were appointed as provincial 
governors and were responsible for 
collecting revenue from their assigned 
territories. The term “fawazil” refers to the 
excess amount that iqtadars sent to the 
center after meeting the expenses of self 
and the army. This was done to maintain 
the balance between the income and the 
expenditures. 

 � The practice of sending the surplus revenue 

to the center was done away by Sikandar 
Lodhi.

114. Consider the following statement: Ahad-
is were those troppers who   

1.  Offered there service singly
2.  Did not attach themselves to any chief 
3. Had the emperoras there immidiate 

colonel 
4. Attached themeselves to Mirazas  

Of the statement 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 are correct 
(b)  1, 2 and 3 are correct 
(c)  2  and 3 are correct 
(d)  1 and 4 are correct

Explanation :  (B)

 � Ahadis were cavalry troopers in the Mughal 
Empire. They were recruited directly by the 
emperor, mainly from the emperor’s own 
tribesmen and blood relatives. They were 
considered loyal and efficient troops and 
were paid high salaries. 

Ahadis were:

1.  Gentlemen troopers
2.  Under the command of a separate 

officer or mansabdar
3.  Had their own diwan and bakshi
4.  Close and loyal to the sovereign
5.  Kingmakers
6.  Highly trusted cops
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115. One consistant feature found in the his-
tory of southern India was the growth of 
small regional kingdom rather than large 
empires because of   

(a) The absence of minerals Like iron 
(b) Too many divisions in the social 

structure 
(c)  The absence of vast areas of fertile 

land 
(d)  The scarcity of manpower 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The growth of small regional kingdoms 
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instead of large empires in southern India 
was due to the lack of large areas of fertile 
land. 

 � These smaller kingdoms focused on 
maintaining control over their smaller 
territories, exploiting available resources, 
and consolidating their local power bases. 
They were able to establish trade networks, 
effectively govern their limited areas, and 
engage in regional politics.

116. Which one of the following pairs is NOT 
correctly matched?  

(a) Jahangir  : William Hawkings 
(b) Akbar  : Sir Thomas Roe 
(c) Shahjahan  : Travernier 
(d) Aurangzeb  : Manucci

Explanation :  (B) 

•	 William Hawkins : He was an ambassador 
of King James I. Visited the court of 
Jahangir.  

•	 Thomas Roe : He was the ambassador of 
King James L. Arrived at Jahangir’s court.  

•	 Travernier : He visited the court of the 
Great Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan and 
made his first trip to the diamond mines.  

•	 Manucci : Arrived at Aurangzeb court.

117. “The king was freed from his people and 
they from their king” On whose death did 
Badauni comment thus?  

(a)  Balban 
(b)  Alaud din Khalji 
(c)  Muhammad bin Tughlaq 
(d)  Feroz Shah Tughlaq

Explanation :  (C)

 � The 16th-century historian and chronicler 
Badauni commented, “The king was freed 
from his people and they from their king” 
on the death of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq. 

 � Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq, also known as 
Sultan Muhammad Tughluq, ruled the 
Delhi Sultanate from 1325 to 1351.  He 
died in 1351 CE and was succeeded by his 
cousin Firoz Tughlaq.

118. Assertion (A): During the time of Akbar 

for every ten cavalrymen. the mansabdars 
had to maintain twenty horses 

 Reason (R): Horses had to be rested while 
on march and replacement were necessary 
in times of war. 
(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 

correct explanation of A 
(b)  Both  A and R are true but R is not a 

correct explanation of A
(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is False but R is true

Explanation :  (D) 

 � The reign of Jahangir saw an important 
innovation in the mansabdari system, 
namely the introduction of the du-aspah 
sih-aspah rank (literally, trooper with 
two or three horses) which implied that a 
mansabdar had to maintain and was paid 
for double the quota of troopers indicated 
by his sawar rank.

 � For every ten cavalry men, the mansabdar 
had to maintain twenty horses for horses 
that had to be provided rest while on a 
march and replacements were necessary in 
times of war.

119. To which Lodi Sultan Does the given 
map related and what town does the site 
marked A on the map represent?  

(a)  Behlol Lodi, Jaunpur
(b) Sikandar Lodi, Aligarh
(c) Ibrahim Lodi, Jaunpur 
(d)  Ibrahim Lodi, Aligarh

Explanation :  (A)
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 � Option a says the Lodi Sultan is Behlol Lodi 
and the town is Jaunpur. This is the correct 
answer. Behlol Lodi was the founder of the 
dynasty in the Delhi Sultanate in the 15th 
and 16th centuries, and Jaunpur was a 
significant city under his reign.

 � Option b suggests the Lodi Sultan is 
Sikandar Lodi and the town is Aligarh. This 
may not be correct as the reign of Sikandar 
Lodi was marked by the founding of Agra, 
not Aligarh.

 � Option c presents the Sultan as Ibrahim 
Lodi and the city as Jaunpur. This is incorrect 
because Ibrahim Lodi, the last Lodi Sultan, 
is more associated with the famous battle of 
Panipat than Jaunpur which is significant 
with Behlol Lodi.

 � Option d identifies the Sultan as Ibrahim 
Lodi and the town as Aligarh. This is also 
not correct, as Ibrahim Lodi is not notably 
linked with the city of Aligarh.
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120. Consider The following events:  

1. Region of Krishna Deva Raya of 
Vijaygandhara 

2. Construction Of Qutub Minar 
3. Arrival of Portuguese in India 
4. Death of  Firaoz Tughlaq 
(a)  2,  4, 3, 1 
(b)  2, 4, 1, 3
(c)  4, 2, 1, 3 
(d)  4, 2, 3, 1

Explanation :  (A) 

 � Krishnadevaraya was an emperor of the 
Vijayanagara Empire who reigned from 
1509-1529.

•	 Death of Firuz Tughlaq: September 20, 
1388, Delhi

•	 Arrival of Portuguese in India Portugese 
in India : 1498

•	 Construction of Qutub Minar : 1193

121. Who among the following streamlined 
the Maratha Administration after Sam-
bhaji ?  

(a)  Raja Ram 
(b)  Balaji Vishwanath
(c)  Ganga Bai 
(d) Nanaji Deshmukh 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Balaji Vishwanath is considered to have 
streamlined the Maratha administration 
after Sambhaji.

 � Balaji Vishwanath was the first Peshwa of 
the Maratha Empire and served as the chief 
administrator and advisor to the Maratha 
king. He also played a key role in Shahu’s 
final victory by winning over almost all the 
Maratha sardars to the side of Shahu. 

 � Balaji Vishwanath died in April 1720 and 
was succeeded by his son, Baji Rao I, who 
was appointed Peshwa by Shahu. Bajirao 
is credited with expanding the Maratha 
Empire tenfold from 3% to 30% of the 
modern Indian landscape during 1720–
1740.

122. Which one of the following Muslim rul-
ers was hailed as the ‘Jagadguru’ by his 
Muslim subjects because of his belief in 
secularism?  

(a)  Husain Shah 
(b)  Zain ul Abadin 
(c)  Ibrahim Adil Shah
(d)  Mahumad II 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Ibrahim Adil Shah II was a Muslim ruler 
who was given the title of “Jagadguru 
Badshah” by people of all faiths in his 
kingdom. He was a member of the Adil 
Shah Dynasty and ruled the Sultanate of 
Bijapur from 1556–1627. 

 � He was given this title because he treated 
all religions equally, sheltered Hindu 
scholars in his court, and renovated Hindu 
temples in his fort. He was also a skilled 
administrator, artist, poet, and patron of 
the arts.

123. Match List I With List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given be-
low the Lists:  
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A. Iqta  1.Marathas 
B. Jagir 2. Delhi Sultans 
C.Amaram 3 Mughals 
D.Mokasa 4. Vijaygandara 

Codes A B C D
(a) 3 2 1 4  
(b) 2 3 4 1
(c) 2 3 1 4 
(d) 3 2 4 1

Explanation :  (B)

 � Shamsa ud-din Iltutmish of the Delhi 
Sultanate introduced the Iqta system in 
India. The system was based on the ideas of 
Muhammad Ghori and was already used in 
Persia and the Middle East. 

 � The Iqta system was a powerful tool for 
centralization. It divided the empire’s area 
into portions, or “Iqta”, and gave them to 
the king’s troops, nobility, and officials. The 
system’s main function was to collect taxes 
by Muqtis/Iqtedars. 

The Iqta system had some pros and cons:

Pros :

 � Helped strengthen the Turko-Afghan 
powers, allowed commanders to command 
duties, and maintained good central 
control.

Cons :

 � Ran smoothly under strong Sultans, but 
problems arose under weak or greedy 
Sultans. After the passing of a powerful 
monarch, many Iqtadars would declare 
their freedom from the Sultan.

 � The Delhi Sultanate introduced the jagirdar 
system in the early 13th century, and it 
continued during the Mughal Empire. The 
Jagirdari system was a land tenancy and 
feudal system. 

 � The Jagirdari system was part of the 
mansabdari system, which developed 
under Akbar.

 � The system involved giving lands, or 
“jagirs”, to Mansabdars in place of salary. 
The officers who received the lands were 

called jagirdars. The position of jagirdars 
was not hereditary. 

 � During the Mughal Empire, the jagirdar 
collected taxes, which paid his salary 
and the rest to the Mughal treasury. The 
administration and military authority was 
given to a separate Mughal appointee. 

 � The Jagirs were transferable, and no Jagirdar 
was given the same Jagir for a long time. 

 � The system is said to have contributed to 
the weakening of the Mughal state.

 � The Vijayanagar Empire introduced the 
Amaram system. The Amaram system 
was a political innovation that involved 
granting land to military chiefs in exchange 
for their services. The land pieces were 
called Amaram. The top-grade officers of 
the army were known as Nayaks or Poligars. 

 � The Amara-Nayakas were military 
commanders who governed territories. 
They collected taxes and other dues from 
the area’s peasants, craftspeople, and 
traders. They kept some of the revenue for 
themselves and to maintain a set number 
of horses and elephants. In return, the 
Nayaks swore loyalty to the ruler and had 
to maintain a number of troops, horses, 
and elephants for the ruler’s service. 

 � The Amara-Nayaka system may have been 
influenced by the Delhi Sultanate’s data 
system.

 � The Marathas introduced the Mokasa 
system. 

 � The Mokasa system was part of the chauth 
levy, which helped the Marathas expand 
beyond the territories of Shivaji. The 
chauth levy was 25% of the gross revenue 
or produce from hostile or alien states. 
The Marathas also levied a 10% tax on the 
collected chauth, called the sardeshmukhi. 

 � The Marathas were known for their 
commando actions and well-organized 
army. Shivaji, the founder of the Maratha 
Empire, emphasized disciplined training, 
quality weaponry, and strategic planning. 

 � The Marathas paid their ordinary soldiers 
in cash, but paid their military commanders 
and chiefs through jagir grants, also known 
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as Mokasa or Saranjam. A Saranjam was 
a land grant given for military service or 
troop maintenance.
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124. Which one of the Chola kings conqured 
Ceylon ?  

(a)  Aditya I
(b)  RajaRaja I 
(c)  Rajendra  
(d)  Vijaylaya 

Explanation :  (C)

Rajendra Chola I (1014-44 AD) :

 � conquered Ceylon in 1017 CE and 
incorporated it into the Chola Empire.

 � Rajendra was a successful monarch and 
military general who continued his father’s 
policy of expansion and conquest. He also 
invaded the Srivijaya kingdom in Southeast 
Asia and established settlements in Kedah 
(Malaysia), Thailand, and Indonesia. 

 � The Cholas controlled Sri Lanka until 1070, 
when Vijayabahu I defeated and expelled 
them.

125. Asseretion (A) : The Battle of Khanuva was 
certainly more decisive and significant than 
the First Battle of panipat 

Reason (R): Rana Sanga, the rajput hero 
was certainly a more formidable adversary 
than Ibrahim lodi 

(a) Both A and R individually true and R 
is the correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R individually true But R  
is NOT a correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false buy R is true 

Explanation :  (A) 

 � Rana Sangha was more formidable 
adversary than Ibrahim Lodhi because he 
had once defeated Ibrahim Lodhi.

 � Defeat of the Rajput’s, at Khanwa ended the 
superiority of the Rajput’s which they had 
established successfully in the last ten years 
and which was an eyesore to the Muslims.

 � Therefore the battle of Kanua was more 
formidable than battle of Panipat.

126. The shaded area in the above map shows 
the empire of   

(a)  Ala ud din Khilji 
(b)  Mohammad Tughlaq 
(c)  Shah Jahan
(d)  Aurangzeb

Explanation :  (C)

 � The shaded area in the above map shows 
the empire of Shah Jahan. 

 � Shah Jahan inherited a large and wealthy 
empire in 1628 after the death of Jahangir. 
He expanded his empire in all directions, 
including annexing the Rajput kingdoms. 
In 1635, he captured the kingdoms of 
Bijapur and Golconda in the Deccan.

127. Who among the following presided over 
the buddhist council held during the re-
gion of Kanishka at Kashmir?  

(a) Parsava 
(b)  Nagarjuna 
(c) Sudraka 
(d)  Vasumitra 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Vasumitra presided over the Fourth 
Buddhist Council, which was held in 72 
AD at Kundalvana, Kashmir. Asvaghosa 
was his deputy. 

 � The council was held under the patronage 
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of Kushan king Kanishka. During this 
council, the Mahayana and Hinayana sects 
of Buddhism were separated.

128. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the code given be-
low the list:   

List - I  List - II 
(Bhakti Saint) ;  (Profession) 

A. Namdev : 1.  Barber 
B. Kabir : 2.  Weaver 
C. Ravidas : 3.  Trailor 
D. Sena ; 4.  Cobbler 

Codes;

A B C D

(a)  2 3 1 4  
(b)  3 2 4 1
(c)  3 2 1 4 
(d)  2 3 4 1

Explanation :  (B)

Saint Namdev :

 � He was a tailor by profession. He was a 
devotee of Lord Vitthala of Pandharpur 
and a member of the Varakari Sect. 

 � Namdev was a well-known religious writer 
from Maharashtra and a companion saint-
poet of Saint Dnyaneshwar. He was one of 
the first writers to use the Marathi dialect 
in his work. He is considered to be a strong 
follower of the Bhagwat-Dharma, which 
has influence in Maharashtra and Punjab. 

 � Namdev is also known for introducing a 
tradition called Mahapurusha Sampradaya, 
which emphasized the cultural unity of the 
Marathas.

Kabir (1398–1518) :

 � He was a weaver by profession. He was 
also a renowned 15th century Indian saint, 
poet, and social reformer. 

 � Kabir was born in Varanasi and raised by 
a Muslim couple who were also weavers. 
He became a disciple of the Hindu ascetic 
Ramananda, and is considered both a Sufi 
and Brahmin saint. Kabir’s poetry draws on 

both Hinduism and Islam, though he was 
critical of certain aspects of both faiths. 

 � Kabir is respected by Hindus, Muslims, and 
Sikhs. His writings influenced Hinduism’s 
Bhakti movement, a religious movement 
in the medieval period that brought 
religious reforms by adopting the method 
of devotion to achieve salvation.

Ravidas (15th–16th century) :

 � He was a cobbler by profession. He was also 
a poet, devotee, and Gurmukh. 

 � Ravidas was born in Varanasi to an 
untouchable leather-working caste. He 
spent most of his life with Sufi saints, 
sadhus, and ascetics. His poems and 
songs often centered around his low social 
position. 

 � Ravidas was a prominent saint of the Indian 
Bhakti tradition. He became a disciple 
of Swami Ramananda of Varanasi and is 
said to have a direct intuitive vision of the 
Supreme self. Ravidassias Sikhs believe that 
Ravidas is their Guru (saint).

 � The Khalsa Sikhs have traditionally 
considered him one of many bhagats (holy 
person).

Sena Nhavi :

 � He is also known as Sant Sena Maharaj, was 
a barber by profession. He was a member of 
the Varkari sect, which is dedicated to Lord 
Vithoba. He was also a disciple of Saint 
Ramananda. 

 � Sena Nhavi was a pious and God-loving 
man who lived near Pandharapur. He was 
so immersed in the worship of Lord Vitthal 
that he once incurred the wrath of a local 
king. According to legend, Lord Vitthal 
himself appeared to pacify the king and 
rescue Sena Nhavi. 

 � In an abhanga, Sena also refers to his 
profession as a barber. He sang that 
barbers are skilled in the “art of shaving” 
and support the four caste-system (Varna 
(Hinduism)).

129. Who among the following Indian rulers 
established embassies in foreign coun-
tries on modern lines?  
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(a) Haider Ali
(b)  Mir Quasim 
(c)  Shah Alam II 
(d)  Tipu Sultan 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Tipu Sultan established embassies in 
France, Turkey, and Egypt on modern 
lines. He was also known for his efforts to 
establish diplomatic relations with foreign 
powers. 

 � Tipu Sultan, also known as the Tiger of 
Mysore, ruled the kingdom of Mysore from 
1782 to 1799. He is known for his valiant 
acts in several wars and for saving his land 
from foreign invaders.

130. Which among the following ports was 
called Babul Makka (Gate of Makka) 
during the Mughal Period?  

(a)  Calicut 
(b) Broach 
(c)  Cambay
(d)  Surat 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Babul Makka, which translates to “Gate 
of Makka” or “Gateway to Makka”, is a 
name given to the port of Surat during the 
Mughal period. The name was given to 
Surat due to its role in international trade 
and its connection to the pilgrimage route 
to the holy city of Makka (Mecca) in Saudi 
Arabia. 

 � Surat was also known as the gateway of 
West Asia as it was a main hub for goods 
and clothing traded via sea routes to other 
Asian countries.

131. The Mongols under Gengis Khan Invad-
ed India during the region of  

(a)  Balban 
(b)  Feroz Tughlaq
(c)  Iltutmish 
(d)  Mohammad bin Tughlaq 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Mongols under Genghis Khan invaded 

India during the reign of Iltutmish. 
Iltutmish was a Mamluk king who ruled 
the former Ghurid territories in northern 
India from 1211–1236. 

 � The Mongol Empire invaded the Indian 
subcontinent from 1221–1327. They 
conquered the area around the Indus 
River and crossed into Punjab. However, 
the Mongols did not enter deep into India 
because Iltutmish refused to give shelter 
to the Persian king Khwarizm Shah, who 
Genghis Khan was chasing.

132. Which of the following pairs is correctly 
matched?   
(a) Dewan-i- 

bandagan 
 Tughlaq 

(b) Dewan - i -Kohi  Mustakraj 
Balban

(c) Dewan -i - Kohi  Alauddin 
Khilji

(d) Dewan -i-Arz Muhammad 
Tughlaq 

Explanation :  (A) 

 � Diwan-i-bandagan (department of slaves) 
and Diwan-i-Khairat (charity department) 
was created by Firuz shah Tughluq Diwan-i- 
mustakharaj (to realise arrears) was created 
by Alauddin Khilji.

 � Diwan-i-koi (department of agriculture) 
was created by Muhammad bin Tughluq.

 � Dewan-i-Arz was created by Balban. 
Headed by the Ariz-i-mamalik, it was the 
ministry of defence.

 � He was responsible for organization and 
maintenance of the royal army.

 � The review of the army and branding of the 
horses was done by Ariz-1- mamalik
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133. The historian barani refused to consider 
the state in india under Delhi Sultans as 
truly Islamic because 

(a)  The majority of the population did 
not follow islam 

(b)  the muslim thelogists were often 
disegrated  
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(c)  The Sultan supplemented the muslim 
law by farming his own regulation 

(d)  religious freedom was accorded to 
non muslim

Explanation :  (C)

The historian Ziauddin Barani refused 
to consider the state in India under the 
Delhi Sultans as truly Islamic for a few 
reasons:

 � The Sultan supplemented Muslim law by 
creating his own regulations.

 � Barani was a contemporary of Muhammad 
Tughlaq and Firoz Tughlaq, and enjoyed 
the patronage of both sultans. He is best 
known for composing Taarikh-i-Firoz 
Shahi, a work on medieval India.

134. With reference to medeival Indian Rul-
ers, Which one of the following statement 
is correct?  

(a)  Alauuddin Khilji first set up a seprate 
Ariz’s department 

(b)  Balban introduced the branding 
system of horses of militry 

(c)  Mohammad bin Tughlaq was 
succeeed by his uncle to the Delhi 
throne 

(d)  Firoz Tughlaq set up a seprate 
department of slaves 

Explanation :  (D)

•	 At the time of the slave dynasty, there 
were four ministers: 
1. the Wazir, 
2. the Ariz-i-mamalik, 
3. the diwan-i-insha, and 
4. the diwan-i-rasalat.

 � Diwan-i-ariz was next to the Wazir and 
was the controller general of the military. 
He recruited troops and maintain the army 
men and horses.

Firoz-Shah-Tughlaq :

 � He established a department for his slaves 
called Diwan-I-Bandagan.

 � The officer-in-charge of this department 
was the Wakil-i-dar.

 � Firoz Shah Tughlaq increased the number 
of slaves by capturing the defeated soldiers 
and young persons during the war.

 � Hence, the correct answer is Firoz Shah 
Tughlaq set up a separate department of 
slaves.

 � Alauddin Khilji succeeded Jalal-ud-din 
Firoz Khilji and ascended the throne.

Domestic Policies of Alauddin Khilji :

 �  Ala-ud-din followed the Divine Right 
Theory of Kingship.

He introduced four ordinances to prevent 
repeated revolts :

1. He impounded pious grants and free 
grants of lands

2. He restructured the spy system.
3. He banned social parties and wine.
4. He introduced a permanent standing 

army.
 � He started the system of branding of horses 

and a descriptive roster of individual 
soldiers to inhibit corruption.

 � He fixed the prices of necessary 
commodities which were below the normal 
market rates.

 � He strictly prohibited black marketing.
 � Revenue was collected in cash and not in 

kind.
 � He followed discriminatory policies 

towards the Hindus and imposed the Jizya, 
a grazing tax and a house tax on the Hindu 
community.

Marketing System :

 � Officers called Diwan-i-Riyasat were 
appointed in the offices called Shahana-i-
mandi to standardize the market.

 � Merchants should have to register 
themselves in the office (Shahana-i-mandi) 
before selling their goods at the fixed rates.

Balban:

 � Adopted two-pronged strategies against 
the Mongols.

 � Firstly, he exchanged embassies by the 
Mongol courts.
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 � Secondly, he created two defence lines. The 
first across the region of Lahore, Multan, 
and Dipalpur under Prince Muhammad. 
The second line was laid in Sunam, Samana, 
and Bhatinda under his youngest son, 
Prince Buhgra Khan.

 � He reorganized the central military 
department i.e. Diwan-i-Arz in order to 
strengthen the monarchy.

 � He increased the power and prestige of 
Ariz-i-Mamalik. 

 � Muhammad bin Tughluq (also Prince 
Fakhr Malik Jauna Khan, Ulugh Khan; c. 
1290 – 20 March 1351) was the Sultan of 
Delhi from 1325 to 1351.

 � He was the eldest son of Ghiyas -ud -Din 
-Tughlaq, the founder of the Tughluq 
dynasty. His wife was the daughter of the 
Raja of Dipalpur.

 � Muhammad ascended to the Delhi throne 
upon his father’s death in 1325.

135. With referance to Sufism in Indian histo-
ry,consider the following statement: 

1. Shaikh Ahamad Surhandi was a 
contemporary of ibrahim Lodi 

2. Shaikh Nasruddin Chirag -i-Dehlavi 
was a disciple of shaikh Nizamauddin 
Auliya 

3.  Aurangzeb was contemporary of 
shaikh salim Chisti 

4.  The Qadiri order of sufis was first 
introduced In India by shaikh 
Niamtulhha and Makhdum 
Muhammad Jilani Which of these 
statement are correct?

(a)  1 and 2  
(b)  1 and 3
(c) 2 and 3  
(d)  2 and 4 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (1564-1624) 
was an Indian Sufi scholar, mystic, and 
theologian. He was a contemporary of 
Akbar and Jahangir. He is credited with 
reviving orthodox Sunnite Islam in India, 
which was a reaction to the religious 

tendencies during the reign of the Mughal 
emperor Akbar. 

 � Nasiruddin Mahmud Chirag-Dehlavi was 
a 14th-century mystic poet and a Sufi saint 
of the Chishti Order. He was a disciple of 
Nizamuddin Auliya and later became his 
successor. Chiragh-e-Dehli translates to 
‘The Illuminated Lamp of Delhi’.

 � Aurangzeb being a contemporary of 
Shaikh Salim Chisti is incorrect. Shaikh 
Salim Chisti was a revered Sufi saint during 
Akbar`s reign, much before Aurangzeb’s 
time.

 � The Qadiri order of Sufis being first 
introduced in India by Shaikh Niamtullah 
and Makhdum  Muhammad Jilani is 
correct. They were instrumental in bringing 
this order of Sufism into India.

136. Who among the following was the first 
Bhakti Saint to use Hindi for the propa-
gation of his massage ? 

(a)  Dadu 
(b)  Kabir 
(c)  Ramananda 
(d)  Tulsidas 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Ramananda (1360-1470) was the first 
Bhakti saint to use Hindi to spread his 
message. He was a devotional poet and 
saint of the Vaishnava sect in Northern 
India.

 � Ramananda is known for communicating 
in vernacular Hindi and accepting disciples 
of all castes. He also accepted disciples 
without discrimination based on their 
gender, class, caste, or religion. Many of his 
disciples were Muslims. 

 � Ramananda is credited with popularizing 
the Bhakti movement in North India. He 
popularized the devotion of Ram and Sita. 
Kabir is one of his twelve most well-known 
students.

Kabir (1440–1518) :
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 � He was an Indian poet and saint who is 
revered by Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs. 
His writings influenced Hinduism’s Bhakti 
movement, and his verses are found in 
Sikhism’s scripture Guru Granth Sahib. 
Kabir’s work is read globally and has been 
alluded to in many Bollywood films. 

 � Kabir is considered both a Sufi and Brahmin 
saint. He is said to have been born in or 
near Benares to a family of Muslim weavers 
before becoming a disciple of the Hindu 
ascetic Ramananda. 

 � Kabir’s full name was Kabir Das.
 � The religious community Kabir Pant 

defines Kabir as the creator of Sant Mat 
sects, which are spread across central and 
North India.

Tulsidas (1511-1623) :

 � He was a Vaishnava Hindu poet and saint. 
His real name was Rambola Dubey. He is 
known for his devotion to the deity Rama. 
His main work, Ramcharitmanas, is a Hindi 
poem that is the most popular version of 
the story of Rama.

Dadu Dayal (1544–1603) :

 � He was a poet-saint, religious reformer, and 
mystic in the Bhakti tradition from Gujarat, 
India. His name means “the brother of 
compassion”. 

 � Dadu Dayal was born in Ahmedabad in 
1544 and settled in Rajasthan, where he 
became a traveling ascetic and religious 
preacher. He was a contemporary of 
Emperor Akbar, who is said to have been 
one of his followers. Dadu Dayal is known 
for speaking against formalism and 
priestcraft, and for opposing the Vedas 
and external form of worship. He attained 
Samadhi in Naraina in Jaipur district in 
1601, and established the Dadupanth in his 
lifetime.

137. The motive behind Shahajan’s Balkh com-
paign was to 

(a)  sequre a friendly ruler in balkh and 
Badakshna which borderd Kabul 

(b)  conquer Samarquand and Farghana, 

the Mughal homelands 
(c)  fix the mughal frontier on the 

‘scientific line’ the Amu Daria 
(d)  expand the Mughal frontier

Explanation :  (A)

 � The motive behind Shah Jahan’s Balkh 
campaign was to secure a friendly ruler in 
Balkh and Badakhshan, which bordered 
Kabul. The goal was to establish a stable 
and loyal administration in those areas to 
ensure the security and stability of Mughal 
territories in the region. 

 � Shah Jahan was a Mughal emperor from 
1628 to 1658. He is known for the grand 
monuments constructed during his reign, 
including the Taj Mahal and the Motī 
Masjid (Pearl Mosque) in Agra and the 
Jāmiṣ Masjid and Red Fort in Delhi.

138. Assertion (A): Mohammad bin Tughlaq 
left Delhi and for two years lived in a camp 
called Swargadwari 

Reason (R) : At that time, Delhi was ravaged 
by a form of plague and many people died.

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true but R is False 
(d)  A is false but R is true 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Mohammad -bin-Tughlaq was the Sultan 
of Delhi from 1325 to 1351. From his 
accession to the throne in 1325 until his 
death in 1351, Muhammad contended 
with 22 rebellions, pursuing his policies, 
consistently and ruthlessly. He left Delhi 
for two years, lived in a camp called Swarga 
- dwari.

 � This was because at that time Delhi was 
ravaged by a form of plague(bubonic) and 
many people died. It wiped almost half of 
Sultan’s army. The plague attacked the city 
in 1334.

2003
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139. Consider The Following Statements : 

1.  The Cholas Defeated Pandya and 
Chera rulers and established there 
domination over penisular India in 
the early medieval times 

2.  The Cholas sent an expedition against 
Sailendra Empire of South East Asia 
and conqured some of the areas 

Which of these statement is/are correct?

(a)  Only 1 
(b)  Only 2 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Niether 1 Nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Cholas defeated the Pandya and Chera 
rulers and established their dominance 
over peninsular India in the early medieval 
times. 

 � The Chola Dynasty was at the height of its 
power and influence during the medieval 
period. The second Chola king, Aditya I, 
defeated the Pandyan Dynasty of Madurai 
in 885. 

 � The most famous king of early Cholas is 
Karikala Chola, who ruled around 270 
BC. He is known for winning the Battle of 
Venni, where he defeated the Pandyas and 
Cheras with the support of eleven Velir 
chieftains. 

 � The Cholas remained stable until 1215, 
when they were absorbed by the Pandyan 
empire and ceased to exist by 1279.

 � In 1025, the Medieval Chola Emperor 
Rajendra I sent a naval expedition to 
Indochina, Indonesia, and the Malay 
Peninsula to subdue Srivijaya. This 
expedition is known as the “Rajendra 
Chola Expedition”. 

 � The expedition resulted in the Cholas 
controlling parts of present-day Myanmar, 
Malaysia, and Indonesia. It also established 
the Chola Navy’s military capabilities and 
dominance in the region. 

 � The expedition is considered unusual and 
mysterious in South Asian history. It is the 
only large-scale long-distance naval attack 

launched from South Asia in recorded 
history. 

 � The Shailendra empire was based in Java 
and spread to other parts of Southeast 
Asia, including Sumatra, Bali, and parts of 
modern-day Malaysia and Thailand. The 
Shailendra dynasty declined in the 9th 
century, but their influence on Southeast 
Asian culture and religion continued.

140. How did Sultans Qutub-ud-din Aibak 
die?  

(a)  He Was treacherously  stabbed to 
death by one of his ambition nobles 

(b)  It was Killed In a battle with Taj u 
din Yildiz, the rural of Ghazni who 
entered into a contest with him over 
the capture of punjab 

(c)  He sustined injuries while besieng the 
fortress of Kalinjar in Bundelkhand 
and succumbed to them later 

(d) He died after a fall from his horse 
while playing Chaugan

Explanation :  (D)

 � In 1210, Sultan Qutb-ud-din Aibak died 
after falling from his horse while playing 
chaugan, a form of polo on horseback. The 
pommel of the saddle pierced his ribs, and 
he died instantly. He was buried in Lahore, 
Pakistan. 

 � Aibak was a fierce warrior who oversaw 
many battles during his life. Contemporary 
chroniclers praise him as a loyal, generous, 
courageous, and just man. He was 
succeeded by Aram Shah, and then by his 
former slave Iltutmish.

141. Which one of the following statement is 
not correct ?  

(a) Ali Mardan Khan Introduced the 
system of revenue Farming in Bengal

(b)  Maharaja Ranjit singh Set up modern 
foundries manufacture cannons at 
lahore

(c) Sawai Jai Singh Of Amber had Euclid 
Elements  of Geometry translated in 
to Sanskrit 

(d)  Sultan Tipu of Mysore gave money for 
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the construction of the idol of godness 
Sarda in the Shringeri temple

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ali Mardan Khan did not introduce the 
system of revenue farming in Bengal. 
Instead, Murshid Quli Khan, also known 
as Mohammad Hadi, is credited with 
introducing the system during his tenure as 
the first Nawab of Bengal from 1717–1727. 

 � The revenue farming system was 
introduced during the reign of the Mughal 
emperor Jahandar Shah. Under this system, 
the revenue farmer kept nine-tenths of the 
collection as his collection charges and paid 
the government the remaining tenth. 

 � Murshid Quli Khan also reorganized 
Bengal’s finances by transferring large parts 
of jagir lands into Khalisah lands. He also 
recruited revenue farmers and officials from 
local merchant-bankers and zamindars.

 � Maharaja Ranjit Singh set up modern 
foundries to manufacture cannons at 
Lahore. 

 � Ranjit Singh was the founder and maharaja 
(1801–39) of the Sikh kingdom of the 
Punjab. He invested in infrastructure 
in the 1800s, establishing raw materials 
mines, cannon foundries, gunpowder, and 
arm factories. He also employed educated 
Muslims from Lahore and nearby cities to 
help him set up the factories. 

 � Ranjit Singh also set up a series of 
gunpowder and shot (the precursor of the 
modern bullet) “karkhanas”. He employed 
Muslim gunners to man the foundries.

 � Sawai Jai Singh II (1688-1743) had Euclid’s 
Elements of Geometry translated into 
Sanskrit. Sawai Jai Singh was a Rajput 
king and a scholar of mathematics and 
astronomy. He was also a town planner and 
built the city of Jaipur. 

 � Sawai Jai Singh also commissioned the 
Jantar Mantar observatories, which 
are a collection  of  large astronomical 
instruments used to calculate the movement 
of celestial bodies and local time.

 � Tipu Sultan, a Muslim ruler, gave money 

for the construction of the goddess Sharda 
temple in Sringeri after it was looted by 
Maratha horsemen in 1791. The temple is 
now home to the damaged Sharada Image. 

 � Tipu Sultan’s close relationship with 
Sringeri began in 1785 when he issued a 
decree regranting the Shringeri Matha.

 � In addition to funds, Tipu also sent a letter 
requesting the Jagadguru to perform Hindu 
worship and penance for “good showers 
and crops”. 

 � Tipu Sultan also donated a sandalwood 
idol of Sharada, a silver palanquin, and a 
spatika linga.

142. The Battle of Dharmat was Frought be-
tween  

(a)  Muhammad Ghori and Jai Chand 
(b)  Babur and the Afghans 
(c)  Aurangzeb and Dara Shikoh 
(d) Ahmad Shah Durrani and the 

Marathas 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Battle of Dharmat was fought on April 
15, 1658 between Aurangzeb and Jaswant 
Singh Rathore, who was allied with the 
Mughal prince Dara Shikoh.

 � The battle took place on the open plain of 
Dharmat, near Indore in central India. 

 � The battle was a significant event that 
determined the fate of the Mughal Empire.

 � It was fought between two brothers, 
Aurangzeb and Dara Shikoh, who were 
both vying for the Mughal throne after the 
death of their father, Emperor Shah Jahan, 
in 1666.

 � The two armies were evenly matched, with 
Aurangzeb commanding 30,000 troops and 
Dara Shikoh commanding 40,000 troops.

 � Aurangzeb won a decisive victory due to 
advantage in artillery and tactics.

143. Alam Khan, one of those who invited Ba-
bur to invade India was :  

(a)  an uncle of Ibrahim Lodi and a 
pretender to the throne of delhi 

(b)  a cousin of Ibrahim Lodi who was 
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illtreated and expelled from the 
country 

(c)  The father of dilawar khan to whom 
cruel treatment was meted out by 
Ibrahim Lodi

(d) a high official in punjab province who 
was very much disconnected with 
ibrahim Lodis treatment to his tribe

Explanation :  (A)

 � Alam Khan, also known as Alauddin Shah, 
was one of the people who invited Babur 
to invade India. Alam Khan was the uncle 
of Ibrahim Lodhi, the Sultan of Delhi, and 
a pretender to the throne. He wanted to 
rule Delhi and conspired with Daulat Khan 
Lodhi against Ibrahim Lodhi. 

 � According to some sources, Alam Khan 
and Daulat Khan Lodi invited Babur to 
India. In 1526, Babur defeated Ibrahim 
Lodi in the first battle of Panipat. 

 � Alam Khan and Babur signed a treaty in 
Kabul. The terms of the treaty were that 
Babur would provide military assistance 
to Alam Khan so that he could secure the 
throne of Delhi. In return, Alam Khan 
would accept Babur’s legal ownership over 
the areas of Punjab.

144. In India among the following location the 
Dutch established there earlist factory at: 

(a) Surat
(b)  Pulicat 
(c)  Cochin
(d)  Cassimbazar

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Dutch established their first factory in 
India in 1605 at Masulipatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh.

They later established factories at many 
other locations, including:

•	 Pulicat: 1610
•	 Surat: 1616
•	 Bimilipatam: 1641
•	 Karikal: 1645
•	 Chinsura: 1653 

 � The Dutch also established trading centers 
in other parts of India. 

145. How did the mughal emperor Jahandar 
Shah reign come to an early end   

(a)  He was deposed by his Wazir 
(b)  He died due to a sleep while climbing 

down steps 
(c)  He was detected by his nepew in a 

battle 
(d)  He died of sickness due to much 

consumption of wine 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Mughal Emperor Jahandar Shah’s 
reign ended in January 1713 when he 
was defeated in battle by his nephew, 
Farrukhsiyar. Jahandar Shah’s reign was 
marked by incompetence and misrule.

Here’s what happened:

1.  Jahandar Shah became the Mughal 
Emperor in 1712 after the death of his 
father, Bahadur Shah I.

2.  In 1712, Jahandar Shah ascended the 
throne by defeating Farrukhsiyar’s 
father, Azim-ush-Shan.

3.  Farrukhsiyar wanted revenge for 
his father’s death and was joined 
by Hussain Ali Khan and Abdullah 
Khan.

4.  On January 10, 1713, Jahandar Shah 
was defeated by Farrukhsiyar in a 
battle at Agra.

5.  Jahandar Shah fled to Delhi, where he 
was captured and handed over to the 
new Emperor.

6.  Jahandar Shah was confined for a 
month, until February 11, 1713, when 
professional stranglers were sent to 
murder him.

146. Assertion (A) : Saluva Narsimha put an 
end to the old dynasity and assumed the 
royal title. 

Reason (R): He wanted to save the 
kingdom from further degenration and 
disintegration 
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(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A 

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false but R is true 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Both the assertion and reason are true, 
the reason does not explain why Saluva 
Narasimha assumed the royal title.

 � The reason does not fully explain why Saluva 
Narasimha put an end to the old dynasty 
and assumed the royal title. His motivation 
may not have been solely to “save the 
kingdom from further degeneration and 
disintegration.”

 � Saluva Narasimha certainly did put an end 
to the old dynasty and assumed the royal 
title. This much is factual. However, the 
reasoning that he did this specifically to save 
the kingdom from further degeneration 
and disintegration is not substantiated. 
Whilst it could be a part of his motivations, 
it is not the complete explanation.

 � Additionally, the reasoning given also holds 
some validity, but it`s not a complete or 
indeed the only reasoning for the assertion.

147. Assertion (A) : Emperor Akbar marched 
towords Afganistan in 1581 with a huge 
army.  

Reason (R): He was on his way in reclaim 
his ancestral country of Forghana in 
Central Asia.  

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is not the correct explanation 
of A

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
but R is not the correct explanation of 
A

(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false but  R is true

Explanation :  (C)

 � The assertion that Emperor Akbar marched 
towards Afghanistan in 1581 with a huge 
army is true. However, the reason that he 

was on his way to reclaim his ancestral 
country of Ferghana in Central Asia is 
incorrect. 

 � Akbar marched towards Afghanistan in 
1581 to conquer Kabul and expand his 
kingdom. In 1581-82, Akbar faced a crisis 
when disgruntled nobles and officers 
declared his half brother Mirza Hakim 
as their ruler. Mirza Hakim was the ruler 
of Kabul and he revolted against Akbar 
aiming Delhi Throne. 

 � Akbar reigned from 1556 to 1605 and 
extended Mughal power over most of the 
Indian subcontinent.

2004

148. How did The dynasty of Nizam Shahis Of 
Ahmadnagar come to an end   

(a) Ahmadnagar was annexed into 
Mughal empire and husain Shah was 
consigned to life imprisonment 

(b) Mughal troops destroyed Daulatabad 
fort and killed Nizam ul Mulk of 
Ahamadnagar 

(c) Fateh Khan usurped the throne from 
Nizam ul Mulk 

(d) Malik ambar was defected in a battle 
with mughals in 1631 and the entire 
royal familly was killed by the mughal 
troops 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Nizam Shahi dynasty of Ahmadnagar 
came to an end in 1633 when the Mughals 
annexed Ahmadnagar and imprisoned its 
last ruler, Husain Shah. 

Here are some events that led to the end 
of the Nizam Shahi dynasty:

•	 1596: The Mughals attack from the north, 
and Chand Bibi, queen dowager of Bijapur, 
resists.

•	 1600: Ahmadnagar falls after the queen’s 
death.

•	 1633: The Nizam Shahi dynasty survives 
until the fall of Daulatabad.

•	 1633: Burhan Nizam Shah II, Husain Shah’s 
successor, tries to rebel against the Mughals 
but is defeated and killed in battle.
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•	 1633: Husain Shah is accused of conspiring 
against the Mughals and is imprisoned for 
life. 

 � The Nizam Shahi dynasty was established 
in 1490 by Malik Ahmad, the Bahmani 
governor of Junnar. The Deccan Sultanates, 
including Ahmadnagar, were conquered 
by the Mughal Empire between 1616 and 
1636.

149. Consider the following statement : 

1. Narsimha Saluva ended the sangama 
dynasty and serized the throme for 
himself and started the saluva dynasty 

2.  Vira Narsimha deposed the last 
Saluva ruler and seized the throne for 
himself 

3. Vira Narasimha was Succeeded by his 
younger brother, Krishnadeva Raya.

4. Krishnadeva Raya was succeeded by 
his halfbrother, Achyuta Raya 

which of the statement given above are 
correct ?

(a)  1, 2, and 3 
(b)  2, 3, and 4
(c)  1 and 4 
(d)  1, 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (D)

 � Narasimha Saluva ended the Sangama 
dynasty and established the Saluva dynasty. 

 � Narasimha Saluva defeated Dev Raya-II of 
the Sangama dynasty to establish the Saluva 
dynasty. The Saluva dynasty ruled the 
Vijayanagara Empire from 1485 to 1505. 

 � Vira Narasimha deposed the last Saluva 
ruler and seized the throne for himself. Vira 
Narasimha was succeeded by his younger 
brother, Krishnadeva Raya. Krishnadeva 
Raya was succeeded by his half brother, 
Achyuta Raya.

150. Who was  the last ruler of the Tughlaq dy-
nasty of the  

(a)  Firoz Shah Tughlaq 
(b)  Ghiyas ud din 
(c)  Nasir ud din 
(d)  Nasrat Shah 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Nasir-ud-Din Mahmud Shah Tughluq 
(1394–1413) was the last ruler of the 
Tughlaq dynasty. He was also known as 
Nasiruddin Mohammad Shah and the 
Darvesi King. 

 � Nasir-ud-Din Mahmud Shah Tughluq was 
the last sultan of the Islamic Delhi Sultanate. 
In 1398, Timur invaded India during his 
reign, and the Tughlaq dynasty ended soon 
after. The next sultan of the Delhi Sultanate 
was the first of the Sayyid Dynasty.

Firoz Shah Tughlaq (1309 - 1388) :

 � He was a Muslim ruler from the Tughlaq 
dynasty who ruled the Sultanate of Delhi 
from 1351 to 1388. He is known as the 
father of the irrigation approach in India 
and is considered the third and most 
powerful king of the Tughlaq dynasty. 

Here are some of his achievements:

•	 Irrigation: Built the biggest irrigation 
network of his time.

•	 Qutub Minar: Repaired the Qutub Minar 
after it was damaged by an earthquake.

•	 Islamic Law: Encouraged the study of 
Islamic Law and compiled many books on 
the subject.

•	 Taxes: Imposed taxes including Kharaj, 
Zakat, Kham, and Jaziya.

•	 Infrastructure: Developed infrastructure 
in his kingdom.

•	 Inheritance: Provided the principle of 
inheritance to the armed forces.

•	 Land survey: Surveyed all farmland in the 
kingdom.

•	 Officer salaries: Paid officers through land 
revenue income of towns instead of real 
money. 

Firoz Shah Tughlaq also:

 � Forbade Muslim women from visiting holy 
people’s graves to pray.

 � Demolished Hindu temples, as well as their 
books and literature.
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Nasiruddin Nasrat Shah (1518–1533) :

 � He was the second Sultan of Bengal and 
a member of the Hussain Shahi dynasty. 
He was born into a wealthy Sunni Muslim 
family and succeeded his father, Alauddin 
Husain Shah, in 1519.

 � Nasrat Shah continued his father’s 
expansionist policies, but by 1526, he had 
to contend with the Mughal ascendency in 
the Battle of Ghaghra.

 � He also extended his territory into Tirhut 
(northern Bihar) and established his 
headquarters at Hajipur. Nasrat Shah died 
in 1533.

151. Consider the following statement about 
Sikh Gurus   

1. Banda Bahadur was appointed as the 
military leader of the Sikhas By Guru  
after Guru Ram Das 

2.  Guru Arjan Dev became the Sikh 
Guru after Guru Ram Das

3. Guru Arjan Dev gave to sikhs their 
own sript Gurumukhi

Which one of the statement given above 
is/are correct 

(a)  1 only  
(b)  2 and 3
(c)  1 and 3  
(d)  1 and 2 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru, 
appointed Baba Banda Singh Bahadur as 
the military leader of the Sikhs in 1708.

 � Banda Bahadur was a prominent figure in 
Sikh history. In the early 18th century, Sikhs 
faced intense persecution under Mughal 
rule. Banda Bahadur and his forces fought 
a series of military campaigns against the 
Mughal rulers and their allies. In 1710, he 
captured the city of Sirhind, which was 
known for its brutal treatment of Sikhs. 

 � Banda Bahadur was a follower of Guru 
Gobind Singh and converted from 
Hinduism to become a Sikh. He left home 
at the age of 15 after seeing a dying deer, 

and became a yogi. Guru Gobind Singh 
made him realize he was a Sikh and needed 
to fight for them. 

Banda Bahadur fought in the following 
battles:

1. Battle of Sonipat
2. Battle of Samana
3. Battle of Kapuri
4. Battle of Sadhaura
5. Battle of Ropar (1710)
6. Battle of Chappar Chiri
7. Battle of Sirhind
8. Battle of Saharanpur

 � Guru Arjan Dev became the fifth Sikh Guru 
after the death of his father, Guru Ram Das, 
in 1581. 

 � Guru Arjan Dev was born on April 15, 
1563 in Goindwal Sahib, India. He played 
a significant role in shaping Sikhism as 
a religion and a way of life. He was the 
first Guru to serve as both the temporal 
and spiritual head of the Sikhs. He also 
completed the Golden Temple at Amritsar, 
where all Sikhs could worship. 

 � Guru Arjan Dev was executed by the fourth 
Mughal Ruler, Jahangir. After his execution, 
his son Hargobind became the sixth Guru 
in 1606.

 � Guru Arjan Dev gave Sikhs the Gurmukhi 
script. Guru Angad Dev, the second Sikh 
Guru, invented the Gurmukhi script in the 
mid-16th century. The word “Gurmukhi” 
translates to “from the mouth of the guru”. 

 � Guru Angad Dev taught and spread the 
Gurmukhi script at the suggestion of Guru 
Nanak Dev, the founder of Sikhism.

 � Guru Angad Dev developed the Gurmukhi 
script from the Landā scripts to correct 
inadequacies in the Lahnda script. The 
Gurmukhi script is predominantly used in 
present-day Punjab, India. 

 � The Guru Granth Sahib, the holy book 
of the Sikh religion, is written in the 
Gurmukhi script.
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152. Which one of the following sequences in-
dicates the correct chronological order 

(a)  Shankaracharya - Ramanuja - 
Chaitanya

(b)  Ramanuja  - Shankaracharya  - 
Chaitanya

(c)  Ramanuja - Chaitanya - 
shankaracharya

(d)  Shankaracharya - Chaitanya - 
Ramanuja

Explanation :  (A) 

•	 Shankaracharya : Born on 788 AD at 
Kaladi. present day Kerala, India. One of 
the greatest philosophers of India, Adi 
Shankaracharya founded the Advaita 
Vedanta.  

•	 Ramanuja : Ramanuja (traditionally, 
1017-1137 AD) was Hindu theologian, 
philosopher, and one of the most important 
exponent of the Sri Vaishnavism tradition. 
within Hinduism. Ramanuja presented 
the epistemic (doctrine of salvation) 
and soteriological (ujh to knowledge) 
importance of bhakti. 

•	 Chaitanya : Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (18 
February 1486 – 14 June 1534) was a 
Bengali spiritual teacher who founded 
Gaudiya Vaishnavism.

2006

153. Which one of the following is the correct 
chronological order of the Afghan rules 
to the throne of Delhi?  

(a)  Sikandar Shah - Ibrahim Lodi - Bahlol 
Khan Lodi 

(b)  Sikandar Shah - Bahlol Khan Lodi  - 
Ibrahim Lodi 

(c)  Bahlol Khan Lodi - Sikandar Shah  - 
Ibrahim Lodi 

(d)  Bahol Khan Lodi - Ibrahim Lodi  - 
Sikandar Shah

Explanation :  (C)

The correct chronological order of the 
Afghan rulers to the throne of Delhi is:

 � Bahlol (1451–1489)

 � Sikandar (1489–1517)
 � Ibrahim (1517–1526) 
 � The Lodi dynasty was an Afghan dynasty 

that ruled the Delhi Sultanate from 1451–
1526. The founder of the dynasty, Bahlul 
Khan Lodi, was a Khalji of the Lodi clan.

154. In Indian history, who was Abdul Hamid 
Lahori  

(a)  An Important military commander 
during Akbar Reign 

(b)  An official historian of the region of 
shah jahan 

(c)  An important noble and confidant of 
aurangzeb

(d) A chronicler and poet during the 
reign of mohammad Shah 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Abdul Hamid Lahori was a 17th century 
historian and traveler who lived during the 
reign of Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan.

 � He later became Shah Jahan’s court 
historian and is best known for his work 
Padshahnamah.

 � The book is divided into two volumes and 
is the official history of Shah Jahan’s reign.

 � It includes illustrated manuscript versions 
and describes Shah Jahan’s life and activities 
during the first twenty years of his reign. 

 � Abdul Hamid Lahori may also refer to a 
soldier in the Indian Army who served 
in the 4th Battalion of the Grenadiers 
regiment. He joined the army in 1953 at 
the age of 20 and was posted to the 4th 
Battalion in 1955.

 � During the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965, 
Hamid destroyed eight Pakistani tanks and 
was killed in action while destroying the 
ninth.

155. Bhakta Tukaram was a contemporary of 
which Mughal Emperor?  

(a)  Babar 
(b) Akbar 
(c)  Jahangir
(d)  Aurangzeb 
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Explanation :  (C)

 � Bhakta Tukaram was a contemporary of 
the Mughal Emperor Jahangir. Jahangir 
ruled from 1605 to 1627. 

 � Tukaram was a Marathi Bhakti poet and 
devotee  of Lord Krishna who lived from 
1608 to 1649. He was a farmer’s son and 
a follower of the Varkari devotionalism 
tradition. He is known for his Abhyanga 
(devotional poetry) and kirtans 
(community-oriented worship with 
spiritual singing).

156. Direction: The follwing question consist 
of two statement, one labeled as the As-
sertion (A) and the other as Reason (R) 
You are to examine these two statement 
carefully and select the answer to these 
item using the code given below: 

Assertion (A) : Muhammad bin  Tughlaq 
issued a new gold coin which wascalled 
Dinar by Ibn Batutah.

Reason (R) : Muhammad bin Tughlaq 
wanted to issue token currency in gold 
coins to Promote trade with West Asian 
and North African countries.

(a)  Both  A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b) Both A and R are individually true 
but R is not the correct explanation of 
A

(c)  A is true But R is false 
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (C)

 � The assertion is true, but the reason is false. 
This is the correct answer.

 � It is a historical fact that Mohammed bin 
Tughlaq issued a new gold coin called 
Dinar. However, the reason provided for 
this event is incorrect. Mohammad bin 
Tughlaq introduced token currency in the 
form of brass and copper coins, not gold.

 � The introduction of token currency was not 
specifically designed to promote trade with 
West Asian and North African countries.

157. When Raja Wodeyar founded the king-
dom of mysore who was the ruler of the 
vijaynagar Empire?  

(a)  Sadasiva
(b)  Tirumala 
(c)  Ranga II
(d)  Venkata II

Explanation :  (D)

 � When Raja Wodeyar founded the Kingdom 
of Mysore, Ranga II (1575-1586) was the 
ruler of the Vijayanagar Empire. Venkata II 
ruled the Vijayanagar Empire from 1586 to 
1614. 

 � The Wodeyar dynasty, or Wadiyar dynasty, 
ruled the Kingdom of Mysore from 1399 to 
1947. The dynasty was established in 1399 
by Yaduraya Wodeyar, a garrison leader 
who was made the prefect of Mysore and 
the surrounding regions.

2009

158. With whoose permission did the English 
set up there first factory In surat  

(a)  Akbar 
(b)  Jahangir
(c)  Shahajan  
(d)  Aurangzeb 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Mughal Emperor Jahangir permitted 
the British East India Company to establish 
their first permanent factory in Surat in 
1613. The factory was opened on January 
11, 1613. 

 � The British East India Company was 
founded in India in 1600 and came to 
India to trade in spices. During Jahangir’s 
reign, the English factory in Surat faced 
challenges and conflicts with local powers 
and rival European trading companies. 

 � In 1615, English diplomat Sir Thomas Roe 
presented his credentials to Jahangir as 
the Ambassador of the King of England. 
Jahangir granted him permission, or 
“firman”, to trade in Surat. This led to the 
establishment of the English factory at 
Surat on a permanent basis.
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159. During the time of which Mughal Emper-
or did the english East India Company es-
tablish its first factory in India?  

(a)  Akbar 
(b)  Jahangir
(c)  Shah Jahan 
(d)  Aurangzeb

Explanation :  (B)

 � The English East India Company 
established its first factory in Surat in 1613 
with the permission of Mughal Emperor 
Jahangir. The British East India Company 
came to India for trade in spices, which was 
an important commodity in Europe at the 
time. 

 � The East India Company first visited Surat 
in 1608 to establish trade with India. The 
beginning and growth of the East India 
Company led to the establishment of 
factories at Surat, Ahmedabad, Agra, and 
Masulipatam.

2010

160. What was the immediate reason  for Ah-
mad Shah Abdali to invade India and 
fight the third battle of panipat?  

(a)  He wanted to avenge  the expultion by 
Marathas of his viceroy Tamur Shah 
from lahore 

(b)  The Frustrated governor of julundhar 
adina Beg khan invited him to invade 
punjab

(c)  He wanted to punish Mughal 
administration for non payment of 
the revinues of the Chaharmahal 

(d)  He wanted to annex all the fertile 
paints of punjab up to the borders of 
delhi to his kingdom

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ahmad Shah Abdali, also known as Ahmad 
Shah Durrani, invaded India in October 
1759 to avenge the Marathas’ expulsion of 
his viceroy, Timur Shah, from Lahore. The 
Marathas were gaining power in northern 
India and Abdali saw the expulsion as a 
direct challenge to his authority.

The Battle of Panipat :

 � It was a series of three military engagements 
that took place in northern India in 1526, 
1556, and 1761. The battles were fought at 
Panipat, a plain that was suitable for cavalry 
movements. 

 � The First Battle of Panipat took place 
on April 21, 1526. The battle was fought 
between the invading forces of Babur and 
the Lodi Empire. Babur’s forces defeated the 
much larger army of Ibrahim Lodi, Sultan 
of Delhi. The battle marked the beginning 
of the Mughal Empire and the end of the 
Delhi Sultanate. 

 � Babur’s victory was due to his tactics 
and the use of guns. Babur’s new tactics 
included the Tulghuma and the Araba. The 
sound of the canons frightened Lodhi’s 
war elephants. The Lodi troops were also 
lacking in artillery skills. 

 � The Second Battle of Panipat took place on 
November 5, 1556. The battle was fought 
between the forces of Samrat Hem Chandra 
Vikramaditya, also known as Hemu, and 
the army of Akbar. The battle was a decisive 
victory for Akbar’s generals Khan Zaman I 
and Bairam Khan.

Why All Battle Fought in Panipat Only?

 � Battles were fought in Panipat due to its 
strategic location, political significance, 
and neutral ground status. 

 � Panipat is located on the Grand Trunk 
Road, a trade route that connects Central 
Asia and the Indian subcontinent. It’s also 
90 kilometers north of Delhi, which has 
been the seat of the Indian ruler since the 
Chauhan Vansh. 

 � Panipat’s climatic conditions are also 
suitable for long battles, with a short rainy 
season and a long dry season. 

 � The battles of Panipat had a significant 
impact on India’s history and helped 
shape the country’s political and cultural 
landscape.
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161. Among  the Following, who was not a 
proponet of bhakti cult? 

(a)  Nagarjuna 
(b)  Tukaram 
(c)  Tyagarja 
(d) Valabhacharya

Explanation :  (A)

 � Nagarjuna is not a proponent of the Bhakti 
cult. Nagarjuna was a Buddhist philosopher 
and the founder of the Madhyamaka school 
of Mahayana Buddhism. 

 � The Bhakti cult is a Hindu movement that 
emphasizes the mutual intense emotional 
attachment and love. The Bhakti movement 
was a religious revolution started by the 
Hindu saints. It had two divisions, the 
Nirguna and Saguna. The Bhakti movement 
influenced a large number of people in 
India. 

 � Tukaram, Tyagaraja, and Vallabhacharya 
were all proponents of the Bhakti movement 
in India.

162. Why did Buddhism start declining in In-
dia in the early medieval times?  

1.  Buddha was by that time considered 
as one of the incarnation of vishnu and 
thus became a part of Vaishnavism 

2.  The invading tribes from central Asta 
till the time of last gupta king adopted 
Hidusm and persecuted Buddhists 

3.  The Kings of Gupta dynasty were 
strongly opposed to Buddhism 

Which of the statement given above is/are  
correct?

(a) 1 Only  
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c)  2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Some Hindus began to consider Buddha 
as an incarnation of Vishnu, and thus 
he became part of Vaishnavism. In 
the Vaishnava Puranas, the Buddha is 
considered the ninth avatar of Vishnu. 

According to the Agni Purana, Vishnu took 
this incarnation on earth after the daityas 
defeated the devas in battle. 

 � Some scholars argue that this syncretism 
between Buddhism and Hinduism helped 
Buddhism survive in India for longer. Some 
people believe that Buddha was an avatar of 
Vishnu because his teachings were in line 
with dharma principles, which is central to 
Hinduism.

 � Invading tribes from Central Asia adopted 
Hinduism and persecuted Buddhists until 
the time of the last Gupta king. The Gupta 
dynasty kings were strongly opposed to 
Buddhism.

 � The growth of new forms of Hinduism was 
a key factor in the decline of Buddhism in 
India. This was particularly true in terms 
of the diminishing financial support to 
Buddhist monasteries from royalty and 
laity.

 � Buddhism and Hinduism have some 
things in common, such as karma, dharma, 
moksha, and reincarnation. However, 
Buddhism rejects the caste system, the 
formal rituals, and the priests of Hinduism.

 � The Gupta dynasty did not oppose 
Buddhism. The Guptas were a Hindu 
dynasty that allowed followers of Buddhism 
and Jainism to practice their religions. 
However, Buddhism received less royal 
patronage under the Guptas than under the 
preceding Mauryan and Kushan Empires.

 � The Guptas were tolerant and supportive 
of many religions, including Buddhism. 
However, invading tribes from Central 
Asia persecuted Buddhists and adopted 
Hinduism until the time of the last Gupta 
king.

2012

163. With reference to the religious history 
of medieval India, the Sufi mystics were 
known to pursue which of the following 
practices? 

1. Meditation and control of breath
2. Severe ascetic exercises in a lonely 

place
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3. Recitation of holy songs to arouse a 
state of ecstasy in their audience

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Sufi Mystics in medieval India were 
known for following various practices to 
seek a divine connection.

Here`s an explanation of each option:

1. Meditation and control of breath : 

 � This represents the inner practices adopted 
by Sufis which involve meditation and 
breath control to help focus the mind and 
establish a deeper spiritual connection.

2. Severe ascetic exercises in a lonely 
place: 

 � Some Sufis were known for their ascetic 
practices. They would often retreat to 
solitary places focusing on rigorous 
physical and spiritual exercises to reach a 
higher state of spiritual realization.

3. Recitation of holy songs to arouse a 
state of ecstasy in their audience: 

 � Sufis have a tradition of using music and 
poetry to share their spiritual insights and 
experiences. They would recite holy songs, 
often inducing a trance-like or ecstatic state 
in their audience.

2013

164. Consider the following Bhakti Saints:

1. Dadu Dayal
2. Guru Nanak
3. Tyagaraja

Who among the above was/were 
preaching when the Lodi dynasty fell and 
Babur took over?

(a) 1 and 3
(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1 and 2

Explanation :  (B)

•	 Guru Nanak is the only one of these 
Bhakti saints who was preaching when 
the Lodi dynasty fell and Babur took over:

Guru Nanak :

 � Born in 1469, Nanak was a Hindu who 
founded Sikhism and opposed idol worship 
and the caste system. He believed in the 
worship of one God through prayer and 
meditation.

Dadu Dayal :

 � A poet-saint and religious reformer from 
Gujarat, India, Dadu Dayal was a disciple 
of Kabir and a supporter of Hindu-Muslim 
unity. He criticized the practices of sati and 
purdah, and believed in a balanced life that 
was natural, harmonious, and chaste.

Tyagaraja :

 � A Carnatic music composer who dedicated 
his life to devotion and spirituality. He 
wrote thousands of “kritis” in praise of Lord 
Ram, many of which are still popular today.

2014

165. Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri was 

(a) the mosque for the use of Royal 
Family

(b) Akbar’s private prayer chamber
(c) the hall in which Akbar held 

discussions with scholars of various 
religions

(d) the room in which the nobles 
belonging to different religions 
gathered to discuss religious affairs

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Ibadat Khana, also known as the Hall 
of Prayer, is a house of worship built by 
Mughal Emperor Akbar in 1575 at Fatehpur 
Sikri. The house was built as a meeting place 
for spiritual leaders of different religions to 
discuss their opinions.
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 � Akbar invited leaders, intellectuals, 
theologians, and religious leaders from 
different religions to discuss their opinions. 
The house was also used to teach that all 
religions are the same. 

 � The Ibadat Khana has an octagonal 
platform in the center that was the seat 
of the emperor. The four ministers of the 
house, Abdur Rahim, Birbal, Faizi, and 
Abu’l Fazl, had different seats in the house. 

 � The Ibadat Khana is part of Fatehpur Sikri, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. There is 
no separate entry fee for visiting the Ibadat 
Khana. However, there is an entry fee for 
visiting the red sandstone monument.

166. In medieval India, the designations ‘Ma-
hattara’ and ‘Pattakila’ were used for  

(a) military officers
(b) village headmen
(c) specialists in Vedic rituals
(d) chiefs of craft guilds

Explanation :  (B)

 � In medieval India, the designations 
“Mahattara” and “Pattakila” were used for 
village headmen. 

 � Village headmen were the leaders of their 
communities and owned most of the land.

 � They had many official duties and acted 
as mediators in disputes involving the 
village or individuals. They also acted 
as intermediaries between the villagers 
and higher authorities, representing the 
interests of the villagers and ensuring the 
smooth functioning of the village affairs. 

 � While it is possible that these terms were 
used for military officers, it is not the most 
likely option. There were other specific 
terms for military officers in medieval 
India.

Terms used for military officers in 
medieval India:

•	 Mahadandanayaka: or Mahabaladhikrita
•	 Dandanayaka: or Baladhikrita

Nayaka
Gulmin
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167. Consider the following pairs: 

Medieval Indian 
State

Present 
Region

1. Champaka Central India
2. Durgara Jammu
3. Kuluta Malabar

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly 
matched?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 only

Explanation :  (B)

 � The medieval Indian state of Champaka is 
present day Chamba in Himachal Pradesh. 

 � Champaka is one of several medieval Indian 
states that remained outside the main areas 
of conflict in the northern plains.

Other states include:

•	 Durgara: Jammu
•	 Trigarta: Jalandhar
•	 Kuluta: Kulu, Himachal Pradesh
 � Kumaon
 � Garhwal 
 � Champaka Sarasi is also the name of 

an ancient water tank near the town of 
Anandapura in the Shivamogga district of 
Karnataka.

168. Consider the following: 

The arrival of Babur into India led to the

1. introduction of gunpowder in the 
subcontinent

2. introduction of the arch and dome in 
the region’s architecture

3. establishment of Timurid dynasty in 
the region

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
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(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Babur was a descendant of the Timurid 
dynasty, a clan of Turco-Mongol lineage. 
The Timurid dynasty’s establishment in 
the region marked the beginning of the 
Mughal Empire. 

 � However, some say that gunpowder was 
introduced to the subcontinent much 
earlier, probably in the 13th century by the 
Mongols. Chinese gunpowder technology 
is believed to have arrived in India by the 
mid-14th century. 

 � The use of arches and domes became more 
prominent during the Mughal era, which 
followed Babur’s reign. Mughal architecture 
is characterized by the prominent use of 
arches and domes, and had a significant 
impact on the architectural style of the 
Indian subcontinent.

169. With reference to Indian history, which 
of the following is/are the essential ele-
ment/elements of the feudal system?  

1. A very strong centralized political 
authority and a very weak provincial 
or local political authority

2. Emergence of administrative  
structure based on control and 
possession of land

3. Creation of lord-vassal relationship 
between the feudal lord and his 
overlord

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Feudalism is a political system of power 
dispersed and balanced between king and 
nobles.

 � Broadly defined, it was a way of structuring 
society around relationships derived from 

the holding of land in exchange for service 
or labour (lord-vassal relationship).

 � The  feudal system in India was 
characterized by the emergence of an 
administrative structure based on land 
control and possession. 

 � The feudal system was a set of legal and 
military customs in medieval Europe 
that flourished between the 9th and 15th 
centuries. It can be defined as a system for 
structuring society around relationships 
derived from the holding of land in return 
for services.

 � In the feudal system, landowners (lords) 
offered land tenure rights and protection 
to stewards (vassals), who in turn, pledged 
money and military assistance to the lords.

170. Who of the following founded a new city 
on the south bank of a tributary to river 
Krishna and undertook to rule his new 
kingdom as the agent of a deity to whom 
all the land south of the river Krishna was 
supposed to belong? 

(a) Amoghavarsha I
(b) Ballala II
(c) Harihara I
(d) Prataparudra II

Explanation :  (C)

 � Harihara I, also known as Hakka Raya, 
founded a new city on the south bank of 
the Tungabhadra River, a tributary of 
the Krishna River. He also ruled his new 
kingdom as the agent of a deity to whom 
all the land south of the Krishna River was 
supposed to belong. 

 � Harihara I was the founder of the 
Vijayanagara Empire, which was established 
in 1336. The empire stretched from the 
Krishna River in the north to the extreme 
south of the peninsula.

2016

171. With reference to the economic history 
of medieval India, the term ‘Araghatta’ 
refers to  
(a) Bonded labour
(b) Land grants made to military officers
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(c) Waterwheel used in the irrigation of 
land

(d) Wasteland converted to cultivated 
land

Explanation :  (C)

 � The term “Araghatta” refers to a Persian 
wheel used in medieval India for irrigating 
land. It is a mechanical device that lifts 
water from open wells, typically operated by 
animals like camels, buffaloes, or bullocks. 

 � The term “Araghatta” comes from the 
Sanskrit words “ara” and “ghatta”, which 
mean “spoke” and “pot” respectively. In 
ancient texts, the term has been used to 
describe the Persian wheel. 

 � The irrigation system in medieval India 
was complex, using wheels to lift water 
from wells. The system used a garland of 
pots with three wheels, a gear system, and 
animal power. This device ensured a steady 
flow of water for irrigating large areas.

172. With reference to the cultural history of 
India, the memorizing of chronicles, dy-
nastic histories and epic tales was the pro-
fession of who of the following?  

(a) Shramana
(b) Parivrajaka
(c) Agrahaarika
(d) Magadha

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Magadhas were responsible for 
memorizing chronicles, dynastic histories, 
and epic tales in Indian cultural history. 
The Magadhas and Sutas were descendants 
of priestly families from the Vedic period. 
They were also singers and narrators who 
would sing praises of their patrons and tell 
stories of their valor. 

 � The Magadhas played a significant role in 
India’s cultural history, and their profession 
was highly respected in society.

 � Shramana means seeker, one who performs 
acts of austerity, ascetic. 

 � Agraharika means one who probably 
looked after the lands given in charity. 

 � Parivrajaka literally means ‘one who roams 
about all round the place.’

173. Regarding the taxation system of Krishna 
Deva, the ruler of Vijayanagar, consider 
the following statements: 

1. The tax rate on land was fixed 
depending on the quality of the land.

2. Private owners of workshops paid an 
industries tax.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � The tax rate on land was fixed depending 
on the quality of the land under the 
taxation system of Krishna Deva, the ruler 
of Vijayanagar. 

 � The quality of land was determined 
by its fertility, irrigation facilities, and 
productivity. Land that was more fertile 
and had better irrigation facilities was 
considered higher quality and taxed at 
a higher rate. Land that was less fertile 
or lacked proper irrigation facilities was 
considered lower quality and taxed at a 
lower rate. 

 � Krishna Deva Raya introduced a system of 
land measurement and assessment, known 
as Karnam or Patwari system, to determine 
the quality and productivity of the land. 
The tax was usually collected in kind, such 
as crops or livestock, rather than in cash. 

 � During the reign of Krishna Devaraya, the 
rate was fixed between one third and one-
sixth depending on the quality of the land.

 � Private owners of workshops paid an 
industries tax. This tax was called Shulka 
and was levied by Krishna Deva Raya.

 � The tax was based on the size and type of 
the industry and the amount of revenue it 
generated. 

 � Krishna Deva Raya was the third monarch 
of the Tuluva dynasty and is considered one 
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of the greatest rulers in Indian history. He 
ruled the largest empire in India after the 
fall of the Islamic Delhi Sultanate.

 � The villages were classified into eight types 
for tax purpose. 

They were:  

1)  The brahmadeya villages  
2)  The devadana villages  
3)  The mathapura villages  
4)  The sarvamanya villages  
5)  The kodagi lands  
6)  Rakta-kodagal lands  
7)  Guttagi lands  
8)  The rest of the villages or lands. 

 � The first four types prevailed prior to the 
Vijayanagar times.

174. Banjaras during the medieval period of 
Indian history were generally  

(a) agriculturists 
(b) warriors
(c) weavers  
(d) traders

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Banjaras were a nomadic group of 
traders during the medieval period of 
Indian history. They transported goods like 
grain, salt, firewood, and cattle from one 
place to another. The Banjaras were also 
known as Lamans, Lambadi, Lambhani, 
Lambani, and Gormati. 

 � The Banjaras played a significant role 
during the reign of Alauddin Khalji. Khalji 
used the Banjaras to transport grain to city 
markets. Emperor Jahangir wrote in his 
memoirs that the Banjaras carried grain on 
their bullocks from different areas and sold 
it in towns. The Banjaras also transported 
food grain for the Mughal army during 
military campaigns. 

 � The Banjaras originated in Rajasthan and 
are now found all over India. The majority 
of the Banjara population are Hindus.

2017

175. Which one of the following was a very 
important seaport in the Kakatiya king-
dom? 

(a) Kakinada
(b) Motupalli
(c) Machilipatnam (Masulipatnam)
(d) Nelluru

Explanation :  (B)

 � Motupalli was a famous and important 
trading seaport for the Kakatiyas. The 
port was a hub for the export of goods like 
textiles, spices, pearls, and diamonds. The 
kingdom also imported goods like horses, 
elephants, and precious metals through 
this port. 

 � Motupalli is a village in Chinaganjam 
Mandal, Prakasam District in the Indian 
state of Andhra Pradesh. It is the site of a 
historic port city, one of the most ancient 
in India, dating back to at least the 2nd 
century CE. 

 � The famous traveler Marco Polo also visited 
this port and wrote about the wealth of the 
Kakatiya kingdom in his travel journal.

The Kakatiya dynasty :

 � They ruled the eastern Deccan region of 
India from the 12th to 14th centuries. Their 
territory included much of present-day 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, and parts 
of eastern Karnataka, northern Tamil 
Nadu, and southern Odisha. The Kakatiyas’ 
capital was Orugallu, which is now known 
as Warangal. 

 � The Kakatiya dynasty is known for its 
architectural and cultural contributions. The 
most notable achievements are the 
construction of the Warangal Fort and 
the Thousand Pillar Temple.  The rulers 
also played a significant role in promoting 
Sanskrit literature and art during their 
reign. 

 � The Kakatiya dynasty was founded by 
Betaraju, who took the name Prola Raja in 
the early 12th century. His successor, Rudra 
Deva, expanded the dynasty’s territory 
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through military conquests. Ganapati Deva 
(1198-1262 AD) is considered the greatest 
ruler of the Kakatiya dynasty. He brought 
most of the Telugu-speaking region 
under the Kakatiya influence by war or 
diplomacy. He also turned Warangal into a 
center of culture, trade, and religion. 

 � In the early 14th century, Muhammad 
bin Tughluq, the ruler of Delhi, defeated 
the Kakatiya Dynasty.  Following their 
defeat, the Kakatiya Dynasty lost their 
independence, and Warangal came under 
the direct control of the Delhi Sultanate. 

Importance of Motupalli Seaport : 

 � The Motupalli seaport was a major center 
of trade during the Kakatiya period.  

 � It was located on the east coast of India, 
near the mouth of the Krishna river.  

 � The seaport was well-connected to other 
parts of the kingdom through a network of 
roads and waterways.  

 � The port was a hub for the export of goods 
like textiles, spices, pearls, and diamonds.  

 � The kingdom also imported goods like 
horses, elephants, and precious metals 
through this port. 

 � Motupalli was an important center of 
maritime trade because of its strategic 
location.  

 � It was situated close to the Bay of Bengal, 
which made it accessible to traders from 
Southeast Asia and China.  

 � The port was also connected to other parts 
of India through the Krishna river, which 
facilitated inland trade. 

 � The Kakatiya rulers took several measures 
to develop and maintain the Motupalli 
seaport.  

 � They constructed warehouses, granaries, 
and other infrastructure to store goods and 
facilitate trade.  

 � The kingdom also had a well-organized 
system of taxation and regulation of trade, 
which helped in maintaining the port’s 
prosperity.

2018

176. Which one of the following foreign trav-
ellers elaborately discussed about dia-
monds and diamond mines of India? 

(a) Francois Bernier
(b) Jean-Baptiste Tavernier
(c) Jean de Thevenot
(d) Abbe Barthelemy Carre

Explanation :  (B)

 � Jean-Baptiste Tavernier (1605–1689) 
was a 17th-century French traveler and 
gem merchant who extensively discussed 
diamonds and diamond mines in India. 

 � Tavernier was a pioneer of trade between 
Europe and Asia, and traveled to India six 
times between 1630 and 1668. He is best 
known for discovering or purchasing the 
116-carat Tavernier Blue diamond in 1666, 
which he later sold to Louis XIV of France.

François Bernier (1620 - 1688):

 � He was a French physician, historian, 
political philosopher, and traveler. He 
spent 12 years in India, where he served as 
a personal physician to Dara Shikoh, the 
eldest son of Emperor Shah Jahan. He also 
served as a scientist under Danishmand 
Khan.

Bernier’s observations included:

1.  A large portion of land was extremely 
fertile

2.  The kingdom of Bengal surpassed 
Egypt in agricultural production

3.  Many parts of India were sufficiently 
populated

4.  The land was well tilled
 � Bernier also collected important 

information about various fields, including 
succession wars, the Mughal administrative 
system, revenue system, and the condition 
of farmers.

 � He published the successful Travels in 
Moghul India and became part of a circle 
that included Racine and Boileau.
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Jean de Thévenot (1633-1667) :

 � He was a French traveler, linguist, botanist, 
and natural scientist. He was a curious 
observer who traveled through Asia and 
wrote extensively about his experiences. 

 � In 1657, Thévenot visited the Greek Islands, 
Egypt, and Sinai. He also made the Lent 
pilgrimage from Cairo to Jerusalem by 
caravan. 

 � Thévenot was born in Paris on June 16, 
1633 and attended the College of Navarre. 
He is the nephew of the famous French 
cartographer Melchisédec Thévenot (1620-
1682), who is said to have influenced his 
interest in exploring the world.

Barthélemy Carré de Chambon (Abbé 
Carré) :

 � He was born in 1636 or 1640. In 1672, the 
French minister of finance, Jean-Baptiste 
Colbert, sent Carré to India to expand the 
French political-economic network.

 � Carré traveled from Marseille, Alexandrette, 
Iran, Bandar-Abbas, Bijapur, and Madras. 
In 1674, he left Surat for France and arrived 
in Marseille in 1675.

2019

177. With reference to Mughal India, what is/
are the difference/differences between 
Jagirdar and Zamindar?Jagirdars were 
holders of land assignments in lieu of 
judicial and police duties, whereas Za-
mindars were holders of revenue rights 
without obligation to perform any duty 
other than revenue collection.Land as-
signments to Jagirdars were hereditary 
and revenue rights of Zamindars were 
not hereditary. 

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (D)

 � Jagirdari system was an administrative 
system through which the land revenue 
was assigned in lieu of a salary which was 
called the jagir.

 � The Jagirdari system did not affect the 
hereditary rights of the intermediaries who 
were collectively known as the zamindars.

 � Land assignment to Jagirdars was not 
hereditary and it is transferable to other 
jagirs also.

 � Zamindars had their own hereditary rights 
in land and also had the hereditary right of 
collecting land revenue.

 � The judicial and police duties were 
performed locally by zamindars and 
Jagirdars were holders of land assignments 
in lieu of military services.

 � The Mughal emperor allocated jagirs to the 
mansabdars.

 � The mansabdars made his own agreement 
for the revenue collection.

178. Consider the following statements: 

1. In the revenue administration of Delhi 
Sultanate, the in-charge of revenue 
collection was known as ‘Amil’.

2. The lqta system of Sultans of Delhi 
was an ancient indigenous institution.

3. The office of ‘Mir Bakshi’ came into 
existence during the reign of Khalji 
Sultans of Delhi.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � The in-charge of revenue collection during 
the Delhi Sultanate was known as Amil.

 � Amils were responsible for collecting 
revenue from peasants and sending it to the 
central treasury. They were also responsible 
for measuring land. 
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 � Akbar instructed Amils to provide loans to 
peasants in times of need and encourage 
them to use high-quality seeds. 

•	 The Delhi Sultanate collected five types of 
taxes: 
1. Ushr, 
2. Kharaj, 
3. Khams, 
4. Jizya, and
5. Zakat.

 � Ushr and Kharaj were land taxes collected 
from Muslims and non-Muslims, 
respectively. Khams was a portion of the 
proceeds from war.

 � The Iqta system was not an ancient 
indigenous institution, but was introduced 
by the Turkish rulers of the Delhi Sultanate. 
The Iqta system was a form of land revenue 
system where the Sultan would grant Iqtas 
(land revenue assignments) to his officials 
in return for their services. 

 � The Iqta system started in 1206, when the 
Delhi Sultanate was an Islamic empire 
based in Delhi that stretched over large 
parts of the Indian subcontinent. The first 
stage of the Iqta system involved assigning 
different regions as iqtas to military 
commanders. The administrators of an  
Iqta were known as muqti or wali. They 
collected land revenue and looked after 
general administration.

 � The office of Mir Bakshi was introduced 
during the reign of the Khilji Sultanate of 
Delhi. The post was introduced by Alauddin 
Khilji, but it became more popular and 
significant during the reign of the Mughal 
Emperor Akbar. 

 � The Mir Bakshi was the head of the Mughal 
military administration. The office was 
responsible for maintaining records of 
soldiers, their salaries, promotions, and 
appointments. The Mir Bakshi was also 
responsible for gathering intelligence and 
making recommendations for military 
appointments and promotions. 

 � The Khalji Dynasty ruled the Delhi 
Sultanate from 1290–1320. The Khaljis 

were the second ruling family of the Delhi 
Sultanate, a Muslim kingdom in the north.

179. Consider the following statements: 

1. Saint Nimbarka was a contemporary 
of Akbar.

2. Saint Kabir was greatly influenced by 
Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (D)

 � Saint Nimbarka was not a contemporary 
of Akbar. Saint Nimbarka lived around the 
13th century, while Akbar ruled in the 16th 
century. 

 � Saint Nimbarka was a Telugu-speaking 
Brahman who flourished in the 13th 
century in South India. He was also called 
Nimbaditya or Niyamananda. He was a 
philosopher-saint and the founder of the 
Nimbarka Sampradaya.

 � The Nimbarka Sampradaya is one of the 
four Vaishnava Sampradayas. It is also 
known as the Hamsa Sampradaya and the 
Sanakadi Sampradaya.

 � Saint Kabir (1398 or 1440-1518) was not 
influenced by Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi 
(1564-1624/1625).

 � Sirhindi was a prominent Islamic scholar 
and sufi of the 16th century, while Kabir 
was a 15th-century poet-saint and Bhakti 
movement figure. 

 � Kabir’s teachings were influenced by 
several religions, including old Brahmanic 
Hinduism, Hindu and Buddhist Tantrism, 
the teachings of Nath yogis, and the 
personal devotionalism from South India.

 � He was also strongly influenced by 
Vaishnava Saint Swami Ramananda, the 
Hindu bhakti leader.
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180. With reference to Mian Tansen, which 
one of the following statements is not 
correct? 

(a) Tansen was the title given to him by 
Emperor Akbar.

(b) Tansen composed Dhrupads on 
Hindu gods and goddesses.

(c) Tansen composed songs on his 
patrons.

(d) Tansen invented many Ragas.

Explanation :  (A)

 � Tansen was the title given to him by 
Raja Vikramjit of Gwalior. Tansen was 
a court musician in the darbar of Raja 
Ramachandra of Bandavagarh (Rewa).

 � When Akbar heard of his prodigious talent, 
he sent a ‘firman’ to the king asking for 
Tansen and made him one of the Navaratnas 
in his court. He gave him the title of ‘Mian’. 
Tansen is also known as the ‘Sangit Samrat’.

181. Who among the following Mughal Em-
perors shifted emphasis from illustrat-
ed manuscripts to album and individual 
portrait? 

(a) Humayun
(b) Akbar
(c) Jahangir
(d) Shah Jahan

Explanation :  (C)

 � Jahangir shifted the focus from illustrated 
manuscripts to chitradhara (album) and 
individual portraits. 

 � Jahangir was a fan of art and architecture. 
He commissioned,  preserved, and 
cataloged many works of art. He also had a 
zoo where he documented each species of 
animal. 

 � Jahangir was exposed to European artworks 
through the Jesuits who visited his court. 
He encouraged his court painters to adopt 
European styles as well. 

 � Jahangir employed a large studio of artists 
who produced paintings influenced by 
European portrait styles.

 � The Mughal School of painting originated 
in the reign of Akbar in 1560 A.D. 

 � Mughal Paintings revolved around the 
themes of battles, hunting scenes, wildlife, 
portraits, etc.

Humayun (1508 - 1556) :

 � He was the second Mughal emperor of 
India. He ruled from 1530 to 1540 and 
again from 1555 until his death. His 
territory included what is now Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Northern India, and Eastern 
Afghanistan. 

 � Humayun was the son of Babur, the founder 
of the Mughal dynasty. He was known as an 
adventurer and was driven out of his capital, 
Delhi, by the Afghan usurper Shēr Shah of 
Sūr. Humayun was considered an ethical 
ruler who had a policy of not attacking any 
Muslims.

 � He was also known for his religious policy, 
which depicted him as a Sunni Muslim 
with an appreciation for Sufism. 

During his reign,he:

1.  Besieged the fortress of Kalinjar in 
Bundelkhand

2.  Defeated the Afghans at Douhrua
3.  Drove out Sultan Mahmood Lodhi 

from Jaunpur
4.  Defeated Bahadur Shah of Gujarat 

 � Humayun died in Delhi on January 27, 
1556 after tripping and fracturing his head 
while carrying books. He was known as 
“the luckless one”.

Akbar (1556-1605) : 

 � Emperor Akbar founded the city in the 
name of “ILLAHABAS” which later became 
ALLAHABAD. 

 � He introduced the new religion as Din 
Ilahi. 

 � He introduced the Mansabdari system. 
 � Akbar defeated Hemu in the second battle 

of Panipat. 
 � He built Ibadat Khana in Fatehpur Sikri.
 � He followed the policy of Sulh-i-kul.
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•	 Jahangir (1605-1627) : 
 � Jahangir was the eldest son of Akbar. 
 � Jahangir executed the fifth Sikh Guru, 

Arjun Dev. 
 � Under Jahangir, Mughal paintings reached 

its zenith. 

Shah Jahan (1627-1658) : 

 � He was the son of Jahangir. 
 � A French traveller, Tavernier visited during 

his reign. 
 � Diwan-i-Khas and Diwan-i-Am, a hall of 

private and public audiences are built by 
Shah Jahan.

2021

182. With reference to medieval India, which 
one of the following is the correct se-
quence in ascending order in terms of 
size? 

(a) Paragana- Sarkar- Suba
(b) Sarkar-Paragana-Suba
(c) Suba-Sarkar-Paragana
(d) Paragana-Suba-Sarkar

Explanation :  (A)

•	 In the 16th century, the Mughal emperor 
Akbar organized the empire into three 
administrative levels:
1. Subah: Roughly equivalent to a state 

or province.

2. Sarkar: Roughly equivalent to a 
district.

3. Pargana: Roughly equivalent to a 
district subdivision. 

 � The Mughal empire was initially divided 
into 12 subahs, which were later expanded 
to 15 during Akbar’s reign. 

•	 The correct sequence in ascending order 
of size for medieval India is: Pargana, 
Sarkar, Suba. 

A Sarkar also included:

1.  A Shiqdar (military officer)
2.  An Amin or Munsif (Civilian Judge)
3.  One Fotahdar (treasurer)
4.  Two Karkuns (clerks or writers)

183. With reference to Indian history, which 
of the following statements is/are correct? 

1. The Nizamat of Arcot emerged out of 
Hyderabad State.

2. The Mysore Kingdom emerged out of 
Vijaynagara Empire.

3. Rohilkhand Kingdom was formed out 
of the territories occupied by Ahmad 
Shah Durrani.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 Only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 3 Only

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Nizamat of Arcot did not emerge from 
Hyderabad State. It was a political office 
in the Carnatic region, which was under 
the control of the Nawab of Arcot. The 
Nizamat of Arcot was established in the 
Carnatic region under the Mughals, and it 
was distinct from Hyderabad. 

 � The Nizam of Arcot emerged as an 
independent state after the decline of the 
Mughal Empire in the first half of the 
eighteenth century. It was a protected area 
for the Hyderabad state, but it did not get 
out of it. 

 � The Nizamat of Arcot was a British 
administrative division in south India, 
which was created in 1768. 

 � Arcot is a town and urban area of Ranipet 
district in the state of Tamil Nadu, India.

 � The Mysore Kingdom emerged from the 
Vijayanagara Empire in the early 18th 
century. The Wodeyar dynasty ruled 
the Mysore Kingdom, which played a 
significant role in South India’s history. 

 � The Vijayanagara  Empire   was established 
in 1336 after rebellions against Tughluq 
rule in the Deccan. In 1565, the Deccan 
sultanates united and defeated the 
Vijayanagara Empire in the Battle of 
Talikota. 
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 � In 1704, Krishnaraja Wodeyar I declared 
independence from the Vijayanagara 
Empire and became the founder of the 
Mysore Kingdom. In 1761, Hyder Ali 
overthrew the regaining dynasty in Mysore 
and established his own control. In 1782, 
Tipu Sultan succeeded Hyder Ali.

 � The Rohilkhand Kingdom was not formed 
out of territories occupied by Ahmad Shah 
Durrani. 

 � The Rohilkhand Kingdom was established 
in the mid-18th century by Hafiz Rahmat 
Khan, a Rohilla Afghan. The Rohillas 
were Afghan settlers who established their 
dominance in the Rohilkhand region of 
North India before the invasions of Ahmad 
Shah Durrani. 

 � The Rohilkhand  region  is  located in 
present-day Uttar Pradesh and includes 
the cities of Amroha, Bareilly, Bijnore, 
Budaun, Khutar, Moradabad, Najibabad, 
Pilibhit, Rampur, Bahjoi, Kakrala, and 
Shahjahanpur. The kingdom covers an area 
of about 10,000 square miles, or 25,000 
square kilometers, around the city of 
Bareilly.

184. According to Portuguese writer Nuniz, 
the women in Vijayanagara Empire were 
expert in which of the following areas? 

1. Wrestling
2. Astrology
3. Accounting
4. Soothsaying

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

(a) 1, 2 and 3 Only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 Only
(c) 2 and 4 Only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (D)

 � According to Portuguese writer Fernao 
Nuniz, women in the Vijayanagara Empire 
were experts in wrestling, astrology, 
accounting, and soothsaying. Nuniz visited 
the empire between 1535 and 1537 AD.

•	 Wrestling : Women in the Vijayanagara 
Empire were trained in wrestling and were 
known to participate in the sport. 

•	 Astrology : Women were also skilled 
in astrology and were consulted for 
horoscopes and predictions. 

•	 Accounting : Women in the empire 
were also trained in accounting and were 
responsible for managing the household 
finances. 

•	 Soothsaying : Women were also skilled in 
soothsaying or predicting the future based 
on omens and signs.

•	 Nuniz also wrote that women in the 
Vijayanagara Empire were employed in 
other roles, including:

 � Dancers, Domestic servants, Palanquin 
bearers, Judges, Bailiffs, Watch women. 

 � Nuniz also wrote that women in the 
Vijayanagara Empire were trained in 
wrestling and were known to participate in 
the sport.

185. Consider the following statements: 

1. It was during the reign of Iltutmish 
that Chengiz Khan reached the Indus 
in pursuit of the fugitive Khawarezm 
prince.

2. It was during the reign of Muhammad 
bin Tughluq that Taimur occupied 
Multan and crossed the Indus.

3. It was during the reign of Deva Raya 
II of Vijayanagara Empire that Vasco 
da Gama reached the coast of Kerala.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 Only
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 3 Only
(d) 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Chengiz Khan reached the Indus River in 
pursuit of the fugitive Khawarezm prince 
during the reign of Iltutmish. 

 � Chengiz Khan was the Mongol ruler who 
attacked the Khwarezmian Empire, which 
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was located in present-day Iran and Central 
Asia. The Khwarezm prince, Jalal ad-Din 
Mingburnu, sought refuge in India, and 
Iltutmish allowed him to settle in India. 

 � Iltutmish was the Sultan of Delhi from 1211 
to 1236. His reign is considered significant 
because it marked the rise of the first 
independent Turkish ruler in India.

 � The statement that Taimur occupied Multan 
and crossed the Indus during the reign of 
Muhammad bin Tughluq is incorrect. 

 � In 1398, Timur invaded India during the 
reign of Nasir-ud-Din Mahmud Shah 
Tughluq, the last ruler of the Tughlaq 
dynasty. On September 30, 1398, Timur 
crossed the Indus River and captured 
Multan in October. 

 � Timur was a great patron of art and 
architecture, and his reign introduced the 
Timurid Renaissance. He reigned over a 
vast empire that included modern-day 
Turkey, Syria, Iraq, Kuwait, and Iran, as 
well as parts of Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, 
Russia, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, and India.

 � Vasco da Gama reached the coast of Kerala 
in 1498, which was more than 50 years after 
the death of Deva Raya II. Deva Raya II 
ruled the Vijayanagara Empire from 1424 
to 1446. 

 � Vasco da Gama was a Portuguese navigator 
who opened up the sea route from western 
Europe to the East in the late 15th and early 
16th centuries. In 1498, he landed with 170 
men at Kappad beach, near Kozhikode, 
Kerala. His landing set off changes that 
would forever alter the socio-cultural and 
political landscape of Kerala.

186. Consider the following statements:  

1. St. Francis Xavier was one of the 
founding members of the Jesuit Order.

2. St. Francis Xavier died in Goa and a 
church is dedicated to him there.

3. The Feast of St. Francis Xavier is 
celebrated in Goa each year.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2 Only
(b) 2 and 3 Only
(c) 1 and 3 Only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � St. Francis Xavier was one of the first seven 
members of the Jesuit order. He was also a 
co-founder of the Society of Jesus. 

 � Xavier was a Spanish Jesuit missionary 
in the 1500s. He was born in 1506 in the 
Basque region of northern Spain. He is 
known for his missionary work in India, 
Southeast Asia, and Japan. He is also the 
patron saint of Roman Catholic missions. 

 � Xavier was known for his enthusiasm, 
passion, and charisma. He was also known 
for being decisive, cheerful, and practical. 

 � Xavier is honored by the Catholic Church, 
other Christian churches, and the Jesuit 
order.

 � He arrived in Goa, India, on May 6, 1542. 
Over the next 12 years, Francis led a series of 
overseas missions, mainly in the Portuguese 
Empire of the time - Mozambique, Malacca 
and notably Goa.

 � He was the first Christian missionary to 
travel Japan and on to Borneo and the 
Moluccan Islands.

 � On December 3, 1552, Francis died of fever 
on the island of Sancian (Shangchuan, off 
the Chinese coast).

 � The Feast of St. Francis Xavier is celebrated 
in Goa on December 3rd each year. It marks 
the death anniversary of the saint and is 
also known as the Goinchea Saibache Fest, 
or “Lord of Goa Festival”. 

 � The feast day commemorates St. Francis 
Xavier’s faith and missionary work in 
Europe and Asia. St. Francis Xavier is the 
patron saint of Goa, and festivities in Goa 
may begin as early as the end of November.

2022

187. In medieval India, the term “Fanam” re-
ferred to: 

(a) Clothing 
(b) Coins
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(c) Ornaments 
(d) Weapons 

Explanation :  (B)

 � In medieval India, the term “Fanam” 
referred to coins. Fanam is the anglicized 
form of the native word panam, which 
means “coin” or “wealth”. 

 � Fanam was a gold  currency used in 
Southern India from the 17th to 19th 
centuries.

 � The Madras Presidency issued the fanam 
until 1815, and it circulated alongside the 
Indian rupee.

 � The fanam was a small silver coin, 
subdivided into 80 copper cash. The gold 
pagoda was worth 42 fanams, and the rupee 
was worth 12 fanams. 

 � The words “Fanam” and “Panam” literally 
mean “money” and are still used as a 
synonym for “wealth” in Kerala in the 
native language of Malayalam.

188. With reference to Indian history, consid-
er the following statements: 

1. The first Mongol invasion of India 
happened during the reign of Jalal-
ud-din Khalji.

2. During the reign of Ala-ud-din 
Khalji, one Mongol assault marched 
up to Delhi and besieged the city.

3. Muhammad - bin - Tughlaq  
temporarily lost portions of north-
west of his kingdom to Mongols.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 only

Explanation :  (B)

 � The first Mongol invasion of India 
happened in 1221, during the reign of 
Sultan Iltutmish, not Jalal-ud-din Khalji. 

 � The Mongol Empire invaded the Indian 
subcontinent several times from 1221 to 
1327.

 � In 1297, during the reign of Ala-ud-din 
Khalji, a Mongol assault led by Ghiyas-
ud-din Tughlaq marched up to Delhi and 
besieged the city.

 � The Mongols plundered the area around 
Delhi and besieged the fort for two months, 
but they were unable to capture it and 
withdrew.

 � The Mongols attacked Delhi twice during 
the reign of Alauddin Khalji, the Delhi 
Sultanate ruler. The first attack was in 1299 
and the second was in 1302-03. 

 � In 1299, the Mongols invaded India, led by 
Qutlugh Khwaja.

 � The Mongols encamped at Kili, near 
Delhi, and the Delhi Sultan led an army to 
stop their advance. The Battle of Kili was 
fought between the Mongols and the Delhi 
Sultanate. 

 � In 1303, the Mongols launched another 
invasion of the Delhi Sultanate.

 � The Delhi Sultan was away at Chittor when 
the Mongols started their march, but he 
returned to Delhi in a hurry. 

 � In 1311, Alauddin Khalji ordered a massacre 
of the “New Muslims” after some Mongol 
amirs of Delhi conspired to kill him.

 � According to chronicler Ziauddin Barani, 
20,000 or 30,000 Mongols were killed as a 
result of this order.

 � Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq did not lose any 
portion of his kingdom to the Mongols, 
despite facing Mongol invasions. 

 � Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq was the 18th 
Sultan of Delhi, reigning from 1325 until 
his death in 1351. The Tughlaqs were 
the longest-ruling dynasty of the Delhi 
Sultanates.

189. With reference to Indian history, who of 
the following were known as “Kulah-Da-
ran” ? 

(a) Arab merchants 
(b) Qalandars 
(c) Persian calligraphists 
(d) Sayyids

Explanation :  (D)
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 � In Indian history, the term “Kulah Daran” 
refers to the Sayyids, a group of people who 
were Persian immigrants to India during 
the medieval period.

 � The term translates to “cap-wearers” and 
comes from the conical cap or kulah worn 
by them as a mark of distinction.

 � The Sayyids were a theological class during 
the Delhi Sultanate era and claimed descent 
from the Prophet Muhammad.

 � They commanded special respect in Muslim 
society, and even Timur protected the life 
of Sayyids during his invasion in India.

190. Consider the following pairs: 

King Dynasty
1. Nannuka Chandela
2. Jayashakti Paramara
3. Nagabhata II Gurjara-Pratihara
4. Bhoja Rashtrakuta

How many pairs given above are correctly 
matched?

(a) Only one pair
(b) Only two pairs
(c) Only three pairs
(d) All four pairs

Explanation :  (B) 

 � Nanuka was the founder of Chandela 
Dynasty.  

 � Jayashakti was also a Chandela Ruler. 
 � As Nagbhata II belonged to Gurjara 

Pratihara Dynasty.  
 � As Bhoja was a Parmara

191. “Yogavãsistha” was translated into Per-
sian by Nizamuddin Panipati during the 
reign of: 

(a) Akbar
(b) Humayun 
(c) Shahjahan 
(d) Aurangzeb

Explanation :  (A)

 � Nizamuddin Panipati translated 
Yogavasistha into Persian during the reign 

of Akbar.
 � The translation project likely began around 

1575–1576, when Shaikh Bhawan, a 
Brahman convert, joined Akbar’s court.

 � Panipati translated the text as an appendix 
to the Ramayana and dedicated it to Prince 
Salim. 

 � Yogavasistha, also known as Maha-
Ramayana, is a Hindu philosophical text 
that dates back to the 11th–14th century.

 � It is considered one of the longest Sanskrit 
texts, after the Mahabharata, and is an 
important text on Yoga.

 � The text is associated with Advaita Vedanta 
philosophy and discusses illusion, non-
duality, yoga, and liberation. 

 � The text was translated into Persian multiple 
times during the Mughal rule, on orders of 
Akbar, Jahangir, and Dara Shikoh.

192. The world’s second tallest statue in sitting 
pose of Ramanuja was inaugurated by the 
Prime Minister of India at Hyderabad re-
cently. Which one of the following state-
ments correctly represents the teachings 
of Ramanuja? 

(a) The best means of salvation was 
devotion.

(b) Vedas are eternal, self-existent and 
wholly authoritative.

(c) Logical arguments were meant for the 
highest bliss.

(d) Salvation was to be obtained through 
meditation.

Explanation :  (A)

 � According to Ramanuja, the best way to 
achieve salvation is through devotion to 
God, or bhakti. He believed that devotion 
was a disciplined practice that involved 
surrendering to God and serving Him. 
Ramanuja also advocated for surrender 
to God (prapatti) as a means to achieve 
moksha, or liberation from the cycle of 
birth and death. 

 � Ramanuja was born in Tamil Nadu in the 
11th century and was influenced by the 
Alvars.

 � He firmly believed that intense devotion 
to Vishnu was the best means to attain 
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salvation.  
 � He propounded the doctrine of 

Vishishtadvaita. 
 � The outdoor 216-ft Statue of Equality will 

be the world’s second tallest statue featuring 
a sitting posture.  

 � It is composed of ‘panchaloha’, a 
combination of five metals comprising 
gold, silver, copper, brass, and zinc.  

 � Born in 1017 in Sri Perumbudur, Tamil 
Nadu, Sri Ramanujacharya liberated 
millions from social, cultural, gender, 
educational and economic discrimination 
with the foundational conviction that every 
human is equal regardless of nationality, 
gender, race, caste, or creed.

2023

193. Consider the following dynasties :  

1. Hoysala 
2. Gahadavala 
3. Kakatiya 
4. Yadava 

How many of ·the above dynasties 
established their kingdoms in early 
Eighth century AD?

(a) Only one   
(b) Only two 
(c) Only three  
(d) None

Explanation :  (D)

The Hoysala Dynasty :

 � It was a Kannadiga power that ruled most 
of what is now Karnataka between the 10th 
and 14th centuries. The dynasty is known 
for its temple architecture, including the 
Chennakesava Temple, Hoysaleswara 
Temple, and Kesava Temple. 

 � The Hoysalas were initially subordinate to 
the Western Chalukyas until 1187, when 
Veera Ballala II freed them. The Hoysala 
Empire is remembered for its temple 
architecture. 

 � The Hoysala Dynasty was founded by 
Sala, who was succeeded by Vinayaditya 

and Balalla 1. The greatest ruler of the 
Hoysala dynasty was Vishnuvardhana 
(Bittideva). He defeated the Cholas in the 
battle of Talakadu, earning him the title 
Talkadugonda. 

 � The Hoysala Empire King Ballal III resisted 
the Muslim invasion for nearly twenty 
years but was eventually killed in 1343 CE 
by Delhi Sultanate forces at the Battle of 
Madurai.

The Gahadavala dynasty :

 � It was a Rajput dynasty that ruled parts of 
present-day Uttar Pradesh and Bihar from 
the 11th to 12th centuries. The dynasty’s 
capital was located in Banaras, and for a 
short time, they also controlled Kannauj.

 � The dynasty was established by King 
Yashovigraha. The first Gahadavala king 
was Chandradeva, who ruled from 1089–
1103. The dynasty’s dominance peaked 
under the reign of Govindachandra. The 
dynasty was overthrown by the invasions 
of Muhammad of Ghur. 

 � The Gahadavalas were succeeded by the 
Delhi Sultanate in the 12th century, when 
their last monarch Harishchandra was 
defeated in battle.
The Kakatiya dynasty :

 � It was a South Indian dynasty that ruled 
from the 12th to the 14th century. Their 
territory included most of present-day 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, as well as 
parts of eastern Karnataka, northern Tamil 
Nadu, and southern Odisha. 

 � The Kakatiyas were known for their 
patronage of art, literature, and 
architecture, particularly in the form of 
temple construction. Their architecture 
is a fusion of Dravidian architecture and 
Nagara Bhumija styles. 

 � The name “Kakatiya” comes from the 
goddess Kakati, a mother goddess Durga, 
who was venerated by the dynasty. 

 � The Kakatiyas survived until the Turks’ 
attack in the 14th century.

The Yadava dynasty :

 � It is also known as the Seuna dynasty, was 
a Hindu dynasty that ruled the Deccan 
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region of South India from the 11th to the 
14th centuries CE. The dynasty’s history 
dates back to the ninth century. 

 � The Yadava dynasty ruled for about 300 
years as feudatories of the Rashtrakutas 
and the Chalukyas. The dynasty became 
paramount in the Deccan under Bhillama 
(c. 1187–91), who founded Devagiri (later 
Daulatabad) as his capital. 

 � At its peak, the Yadava dynasty ruled a 
realm stretching from the Narmada river 
in the north to the Tungabhadra river in 
the south.

194. Who among the following rulers of Vi-
jayanagara Empire constructed a Large 
dam across Tungabhadra River and a 
canal-cum-aqueduct several kilometres 
long from the river to the Capital city?  
(a) Devaraya I 
(b) Mallikarjuna 
(c) Vira Vijaya 
(d) Virupaksha 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Devaraya I, also known as Devaraya 
II or Devaraja II, was the ruler of the 
Vijayanagara Empire who constructed a 
large dam across the Tungabhadra River 
and a canal-cum-aqueduct from the river 
to the capital city. 

 � Devaraya I ruled from 1406 CE to 1422 
CE and is known for several significant 
contributions to infrastructure, including 
water management systems. He was a 
warrior, statesman, and builder. 

 � The dam and canal-cum-aqueduct were 
great feats of engineering that provided 
water for irrigation and drinking water for 
the people of the capital city.

195. Who among the following rulers of Me-
dieval Gujarat surrendered Diu to Portu-
guese? 

(a) Ahmad Shah 
(b) Mahmud Begarha 
(c) Bahadur Shah
(d) Muhammad Shah

Explanation :  (C)

 � Bahadur Shah, the ruler of medieval 
Gujarat, surrendered Diu to the Portuguese 
in 1534.

 � The surrender was part of an agreement 
with the Portuguese in exchange for 
their assistance against the Mughals and 
protection for the realm. 

 � The surrender of Diu was a significant blow 
to the Gujarat Sultanate and marked the 
beginning of its decline. It also paved the 
way for the Portuguese to establish their 
dominance in the Indian Ocean.

 � Diu remained under Portuguese control 
for over four centuries, until it was finally 
annexed by India in 1961.

2024

196. Who of the following rulers of medieval 
India gave permission to the Portuguese 
to build a fort at Bhatkal ?

(a) Krishnadevaraya
(b) Narasimha Saluva
(c) Muhammad Shah III
(d) Yusuf Adil Shah

Explanation : (A)

 � Bhatkal is port in  Uttara Kannada district 
in Karnataka. It is located on river Sharabi. 

 � Bhatkal came into focus when Portuguese 
arrived in India. From that time of 
Bhatkal chiefs were paying tributes to the 
Portuguese rulers.

 � Emperor Krishnadevaraya allowed the 
Portuguese to build a fort here in 1510.
Hence, option (a) is correct.

UPSC CSE 2025 & 2026 SUBJECTWISE 
PYQ SOLUTION WILL BE UPDATED IN 
OUR APP & TELEGRAM CHANNEL ON 

THE NEXT DAY OF EXAMINATION



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official188Download 
Our App

PYQ SOLUTIONS 2011-2023
PYQ SOLUTIONS 2023-1979

1979

1. Ajanta Caves are located in the State of 

(a)  Maharashtra
(b)  Gujarat
(c)  Tamil Nadu
(d) West Bengal

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Ajanta Caves are located in the state 
of Maharashtra, India. The caves are a 
UNESCO World Heritage site and are 
known for their Buddhist religious art and 
sculptures. 

 � The Ajanta Caves are a group of about 
29 Buddhist rock-cut cave temples and 
monasteries. They are located in a 76 meter 
high, horseshoe-shaped escarpment that 
overlooks the Waghora River. The caves are 
famous for their temple architecture and 
many delicately drawn murals.

 � The Ajanta Caves constitute ancient 
monasteries (Viharas) and worship-halls 
(Chaityas) of different Buddhist traditions 
carved.

 � The caves also present paintings depicting 
the past lives and rebirths of the Buddha, 
pictorial tales from Aryasura’s Jatakamala, 
and rock-cut sculptures of Buddhist deities.

 � Textual records suggest that these caves 
served as a monsoon retreat for monks, 
as well as a resting site for merchants and 
pilgrims in ancient India.

 � While vivid colours and mural wall 
paintings were abundant in Indian history 
as evidenced by historical records, Caves 
1, 2, 16 and 17 of Ajanta form the largest 
corpus of surviving ancient Indian wall-
paintings

2. Black Pagoda is in 

(a)  Egypt 
(b)  Konark
(c)  Madurai 
(d)  None of these

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Black Pagoda, also known as the Sun 
Temple, is located in Konark, Odisha, India. 
Konark is a medium-sized town in the Puri 
district, 65 kilometers from Bhubaneswar, 
the state capital. 

 � The Black Pagoda is a 13th-century temple 
made of black granite by the Ganga 
dynasty. The temple was built in 1250 CE 
by King Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern 
Ganga Dynasty. The name comes from 
the presiding deity Konarka, which means 
“Arka (Sun) of kona (corner)”. 

 � European sailors began calling the temple 
the “Black Pagoda” in 1676 because of its 
high tower’s black appearance. The Puri 
Temple is known as the “White Pagoda” 
because of the color of these temples when 
viewed from a distance from the coast.

3. Which of the following is a dance- drama? 

(a)  Kathakali 
(b)  Bharatnatyam
(c)  Odissi 
(d)  Manipuri

Explanation :  (A)

 � Kathakali is a classical Indian dance-drama. 
It’s a highly stylized form of performance 
art that combines dance, music, and acting 
to tell stories from Indian mythology. 

Here are some other Indian dance-
dramas:

 � Bharatanatyam is a classical dance form 
from Tamil Nadu, India. It is recognized by 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi and is a way to 
express South Indian religious themes and 
spiritual ideas. 

 � Bharatanatyam has seven styles, or 
Margam, in its order of performance:
1. Pushpanjali, 
2. Alarippu, 
3. Jatiswaram, 
4. Shabdam, 

PYQ SOLUTIONS 2011-2023PYQ SOLUTIONS 2011-2023ART & CULTURE
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5. Varnam, 
6. Padam, 
7. Tillana. 

Here’s some information about some of 
these styles:

Varnam :

 � A complex part of the Bharatanatyam 
repertoire, often performed as the 
centerpiece of a performance. It consists of 
jathis, pallavi, anupallavi, muktayi swaram, 
charanam, and chittaswaras. There are two 
types of varnam: taana varnam and pada 
varnam.

Alarippu :

 � The first dance piece that Bharatanatyam 
dancers learn and perform. The word 
“Alarippu” is Tamil for “to bloom”. The 
Alarippu is the beginning of a performance, 
consisting of a set of movements set to a 
beat. It is often used as a warm-up for the 
dancer.

Tillana :

 � A musical composition that is often used 
in Bharatanatyam. It is usually performed 
towards the end of a recital.

Padam :

 � Usually slow moving songs with a depth 
of musical intricacies. Padams may have a 
protagonist such as a Nayaka, a Nayika, or 
a Sakhi. 

 � Bharatanatyam originated in the 
Natyashastra, an ancient treatise on theater 
written by the mythic priest Bharata. It was 
originally a temple dance for women, and 
is often used to express Hindu religious 
stories and devotions.

Odissi :

 � A dance-drama that finds its inception 
in the Natya Shastra by Bharatmuni. It 
expresses themes, stories, and spiritual 
ideas related particularly to Vaishnavism.

Manipuri :

 � A dance-drama with central themes based 

on the love stories of Lord Krishna and 
Radha.

4. Which is not the Indo-Aryan language? 

(a)  Gujarati 
(b)  Tamil
(c)  Oriya 
(d)  Marathi

Explanation :  (B)

 � Tamil is not an Indo-Aryan language. It 
is a Dravidian language, like Malayalam, 
Kannada, Toda, Telugu, Kodagri, and 
Badaga. 

 � Indo-Aryan languages are spoken by the 
largest proportion of India’s population, 
especially in the North, East, and West.

Some examples of Indo-Aryan languages 
include  :

 � Urdu, Sindhi, Marathi, Hindi, Bengali, 
Nepali, Bihari, Pahari, Gujarati. 

 � The root language of the Indo-Aryan 
language family is Sanskrit.

1980

5. Sultanates of Delhi have taken which of 
the following in their buildings from the 
ancient architecture? 

(a)  Mehrab 
(b)  Gumbaj
(c)  Arched openings 
(d)  Decoration figures 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Sultanates of Delhi incorporated arched 
openings and domes, or gumbaz, from 
ancient architecture into their buildings. 
The Delhi Sultanate’s architecture also 
incorporated Indian and Turkish styles, 
with Islamic elements like arches, domes, 
and minarets, and Indian elements like 
chhatris and jharokhas. 

 � The Sultanates of Delhi avoided decorative 
figures in their architecture due to Islamic 
prohibitions against anthropomorphic 
representations. 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official190Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

 � The Sultanates of Delhi’s architecture is 
characterized by the use of red sandstone 
and marble. Red sandstone was used for the 
construction of walls, domes, and minarets, 
while marble was used for intricate carvings 
and calligraphy.

Mehrab :

 � It is a semicircular niche in a mosque’s wall 
that indicates the direction of the Kaaba 
in Mecca. Muslims face the qibla, or the 
direction of the Kaaba, when praying. The 
wall that contains a mehrab is called the 
qibla wall. 

 � A mehrab is often the most decorated 
part of a mosque, and is often embellished 
with inscriptions from the Qur’an. It is an 
architectural and symbolic focal point of 
religious buildings.

The Gol Gumbaz :

 � It is a 17th-century mausoleum in 
Bijapur, Karnataka, India. It’s the tomb of 
Mohammed Adil Shah, the seventh sultan 
of the Adil Shahi dynasty, who ruled from 
1627–1657. The Gol Gumbaz is India’s 
largest dome structure. 

 � The Gol Gumbaz is made of decorated 
plasterwork and dark grey basalt. It has a 
square building with a circular drum over 
the top that rests a majestic dome. The 
dome is perfectly hemispherical in shape, 
allowing an unhindered, clean line of 
passage to the sound waves. 

The Gol Gumbaz has two notable 
attractions:

1. Central chamber: Every sound is 
echoed seven times in this chamber.

2. Whispering Gallery: Even small 
sounds can be heard clearly in this 
gallery.

6. Thyagaraja of 18th century was 

(a) The greatest musician who composed 
his songs in Telugu

(b) The greatest Kathak dancer
(c) The greatest playwright of Tamil 
(d) The greatest Sanskrit poet

Explanation :  (A)

 � Thyagaraja (1767–1847) was a composer 
and singer of Carnatic music, a form of 
Indian classical music. He is considered 
the most prominent figure in the history of 
southern Indian classical music. 

 � Tyagaraja is also known as Thyāgayya and 
Kakarla Thyagabrahmam. He was born 
in the Tiruvarur village of Tamil Nadu to 
Kakarla Ramabrahma and Sitamma. He 
was a devotee of Lord Rama and is said 
to have mentioned him in many of his 
Kritis. His collection of songs is known as 
Tyagopanishad. 

 � Tyagaraja is said to have composed the 
music and words for thousands of Kritis. 
His works are rarely omitted from concerts 
of southern Indian music. Some of his 
famous disciples include Mahavaidyanatha 
Sivan, Patnam Subrahmanya Iyer, and 
Sarabha Sastrigal.

1981

7. Mahabalipuram temples were built by 

(a)  Pallavas 
(b) Cheras
(c)  Cholas 
(d)  Pandyas

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Pallava kings carved the Group of 
Monuments at Mahabalipuram into rock 
along the Coromandel coast in the 7th and 
8th centuries. The site is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site. 

 � The temples at Mahabalipuram portray 
events from the Mahabharata.
They include:
1. Ratha cave temples :

 � Built by Pallava king Narasimhavarman I in 
the 7th and 8th centuries, these monolithic 
temples are called Ratha (chariot) because 
they resemble processional chariots.

2. Seven pagodas :

 � Built by Pallava kings Narasimhavarman -  
I, Paramesvarman, and Narasimhavarman 
II in the 7th and 8th centuries.
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3. Panch Rathas :

 � Built by Narasimhavarman I between the 
7th and 8th centuries, these temples are 
built in the shape of pagodas and look very 
similar to Buddhist shrines.

4. Shore temple :

 � Built with blocks of granite in the 8th 
century AD, this temple is a place of worship, 
Hindu temple, and tourist attraction. 

 � The  Group  of Monuments at 
Mahabalipuram has 40 ancient monuments, 
including one of the largest open air rock 
reliefs in the world.

The Cheras, Cholas, and Pandyas :

 � They were known as the “muvendar”, which 
is a Tamil word meaning “three chiefs”. The 
three dynasties ruled over the Tamil people 
during ancient and medieval India. 

 � The three dynasties were based in the 
interior of Tamil Nadu, with their capitals in 
Karur, Madurai, and Uraiyur respectively. 
The Pandyas were the first Tamil ruling 
chieftains to be mentioned, appearing in 
Greek writings in the fourth century B.C.E. 
. The Cholas became prominent in the 10th 
through 13th centuries, ruling the eastern 
coast of southern India and Sri Lanka. 

 � The Cheras, Cholas, and Pandyas were 
friendly with each other and are considered 
to be the traditional Tamil siblings.

8. Who wrote Vande Mataram? 

(a)  Rabindra Nath Tagore
(b) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
(c)  Subhash Chandra Bose
(d) Bankim Chandra Chatterjee

Explanation :  (D)

 � Bankim Chandra Chatterjee wrote the 
poem Vande Mataram in the 1870s. 
Rabindranath Tagore composed the song 
“Vande Mataram”.  The poem was written 
in Sanskrit and Sanskritized Bengali 
and was later included in his 1881 novel 
Anandamath. In October 1937, the 
Congress adopted the first two verses of the 
poem as India’s National Song. 

 � Vande Mataram was a source of inspiration 
for people during their struggle for 
freedom. It played a vital role in the Indian 
independence movement, first sung in a 
political context by Rabindranath Tagore 
at the 1896 session of the Indian National 
Congress.

9. Bhagvad Gita was originally written in 
which language?  

(a) Pali   
(b)  Sanskrit
(c)  Hindi 
(d)  Prakrit

Explanation :  (B)

 � Maharishi Veda Vyasa, also known as 
Krishna Dvaipayana, is credited with 
writing the Bhagavad Gita. The Bhagavad 
Gita is a Hindu epic that is part of the 
Mahabharata. The Bhagavad Gita is written 
in Sanskrit and is a dialogue between 
Arjuna and Krishna. The conversations 
cover a variety of mystical subjects, ethical 
quandaries, and philosophical questions. 

 � The Bhagavad Gita has been translated 
into many languages, including Hindi and 
English. The philosophical text presents a 
synthesis of the ideas of Dharma, Yoga, and 
Moksha, and presents a guide to ethical 
conduct and a way of living.

10. The first month of the Saka era is  

(a)  Chaitra 
(b)  Vaishakha
(c)  Phalguna 
(d)  Pausha

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Saka era is believed to have been 
founded by King Kanishka of the Kushan 
dynasty in 78 AD.

 � The Saka calendar has 12 months, each 
with 30–31 days, and 365 days in total. The 
calendar is based on a luni solar reckoning 
of time and follows the tropical Zodiac 
signs. The first month of the Saka Samvat is 
Chaitra, which begins on March 22.During 
a leap year, Chaitra begins on March 21.
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 � The Saka calendar is similar to the 
Gregorian calendar, which also has 12 
months and 365 days. 

 � The Indian National Calendar, based on the 
Saka era, was adopted by the Parliament of 
India in 1957. The calendar starts from the 
month of Chaitra, which falls on March 22 
each year, except for leap years, when it falls 
on March 21. The calendar has a duration 
of 365 days. 

The months of the Saka calendar are:

1. Chaitra: March 21–April 20

2. Vaishakha: April 21–May 21

3. Jyeshtha: May 22–June 21

4. Ashadha: June 22–July 22

5. Shravana: July 23–August 22

6. Bhadra: August 22–September 22

7. Ashwin: September 23–October 22

8. Kartika: October 23–November 21

9. Agrahayana : November 22–
December 21

10. Pausha: December 22–January 20

11. Magha : January 21 - February 19

12. Phalguna. : February 20 - March 21

1983

11. Match the dances and the States of their 
origin in the following list 

LIST-I  LIST-II
A. Kathakali 1. Orissa
B. Odissi 2. Kerala
C. Bharatanatyam 3. Tamil Nadu
D. Kuchipudi 4. Andhra Pradesh

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  2 1 4 3  
(b)  1 2 3 4
(c)  2 4 1 3  
(d)  2 1 3 4

Explanation :  (D)

Kathakali :

 � It is a classical Indian dance form that 
originated in the state of Kerala over 300 
years ago. It’s a religious dance that draws 
inspiration from the Ramayana and Shaiva 
traditions. 

 � Kathakali is known for its elaborate 
costumes, colorful makeup, and unique 
face masks that reflect the state’s martial 
arts. It’s traditionally performed by men 
and boys, even for female roles.

Odissi :

 � It is a classical dance form that originated 
in the temples of Odisha, an eastern coastal 
state of India. It’s one of the eight classical 
Indian dance forms. 

 � Odissi is an ancient dance that expresses 
religious stories and spiritual ideas. It’s 
based on the principles of the Natya 
Shastra, an ancient Sanskrit text. Odissi 
performances have been used to express 
ideas of Vaishnavism, as well as other 
traditions related to Hindu deities and 
goddesses. 

 � According to legend, the poetic verses 
of Jaidev’s Gita Govindam were sung in 
front of Lord Jagannatha at the Jagannatha 
Temple in Puri to please him. These verses 
became the musical base for Odissi dance.

Bharatanatyam :

 � It is a classical dance form that originated 
in the Tanjore district of Tamil Nadu, India. 

 � Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest and 
most popular classical dances in India. It is 
often used to tell Hindu religious stories and 
devotions. The dance form is based on the 
Natyashastra, an ancient treatise on theater 
written by the mythic priest Bharata. 

 � Bharatanatyam expresses South Indian 
religious themes and spiritual ideas, 
particularly of Shaivism and in general 
of Hinduism. The dance’s music is based 
on Carnatic classical music, and the chief 
musical instruments are the ‘Mridangam’ 
and a pair of cymbals. The verses recited 
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during performance are in Sanskrit, Tamil, 
Kannada, and Telugu.

Kuchipudi :

 � It is a classical Indian dance that originated 
in the village of Kuchipudi in the state of 
Andhra Pradesh. The dance is named after 
the village, and is one of eight major Indian 
classical dances. 

 � The dance originated in the 17th century 
with the creation of the dance-drama Bhama 
Kalapam by Sidhyendra Yogi. Bhama 
Kalapam is a story about Satyabhāma, the 
jealous wife of the god Krishna. 

 � Kuchipudi is different from the other five 
classical dance styles in India because it 
includes singing. The dance has its roots 
in the ancient Hindu Sanskrit text of Natya 
Shastra.

12. Which of the following is correct?  

1. Shore temple of : Pallavas 
Mahabalipuram 

2. Kailasa temple of Ellora : Rashtrakutas 
3. Khajuraho temples : Chandellas 

Codes:

(a)  None is correct 
(b)  Only 1 is correct 
(c)  Only 2, 3 are correct 
(d)  All are correct 

Explanation :  (D)

The Shore Temple of Mamallapuram :

 � It is a free-standing temple complex built 
in the 8th century AD by the Pallava 
dynasty. The temple is located on the Bay 
of Bengal in Mahabalipuram, India, about 
60 kilometers (37 miles) south of Chennai. 

 � The Shore Temple is a rock-cut and 
free-standing temple complex that is an 
important symbol of Pallava political and 
economic strength. It is the oldest structural 
temple of significance in South India and 
is part of the renowned UNESCO World 
Heritage site – Group of Monuments at 
Mahabalipuram. 

 � The temple is built with blocks of granite 

and features architectural and sculptural 
excellence of the Pallava dynasty. 

 � It demonstrates the progression from rock-
cut structures to free-standing structural 
temples and displays all the elements of 
mature Dravidian architecture. 

 � The temple is threatened by the sea, salt-
laden winds, and water spray.

The Kailasa Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in Ellora, Maharashtra, 
India. It’s located in the Sahyadri Hills, 
about 15 miles northwest of Aurangabad. 

 � The temple was built between 756 and 
773 AD by the Rashtrakuta king Krishna 
I (757-72 A.D.). It was originally named 
Krishneshvara after the king, but is now 
known as Kailasa. The temple is carved 
into the vertical basalt cliffs of the Sahyadri 
Hills and is the sixteenth cave in the 32 cave 
temples and monasteries that make up the 
Ellora Caves. 

 � The temple is designed to look like Mount 
Kailash, the home of Shiva. It’s 32 meters 
high and 78 meters long, and is considered 
the largest monolithic rock-cut monument 
in the world.

The Khajuraho Group of Monuments :

 � It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the 
Chhatarpur district of Madhya Pradesh, 
India. The temples are famous for their 
nagara-style architectural symbolism and 
erotic sculptures. 

 � The temples were built during the 
Chandella dynasty, which reached its peak 
between 950 and 1050. The group includes 
about 20 temples in three distinct groups. 
The largest and grandest temple is the 
Kandariya Mahadeva, which is attributed 
to king Ganda (AD 1017-29). Other 
examples include Vamana, Adinatha, 
Javari, Chaturbhuj, and Duladeo.

13. Match the following: 

A. Ravi Shanker  1.Painter 
B. Ravi Verma  2.Tabla 
C. Alla Rakha  3.Sarod 
D. Ali Akbar Khan  4.Sitar
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The correct match is: 

A B C D

(a)  1 3 2 4 
(b)  2 3 1 4
(c)  3 1 2 4 
(d)  4 1 2 3

Explanation :  (D)

Ravi Shankar (1920-2012) :

 � He was an Indian musician and composer 
who played the sitar, an Indian stringed 
instrument. He was a master of the sitar, 
and is considered the world’s best-known 
expert of North Indian classical music. 

 � Shankar is also the founder of the National 
Orchestra of India, and was influential in 
stimulating Western appreciation of Indian 
music. In 1999, he was awarded India’s 
highest civilian honor, the Bharat Ratna.

Raja Ravi Varma (1848–1906) :

 � He is a painter and printmaker who plays 
the veena. His work often features music, 
including in the painting Saraswati, which 
depicts the Hindu goddess of knowledge, 
music, art, wisdom, and nature playing the 
veena. 

 � Varma’s prints often depict Hindu gods 
and goddesses in scenes adapted from 
the Mahabharata, the Ramayana, and 
the Puranas. His paintings and prints are 
known for using European techniques to 
exquisitely render Indian subjects.

Ustad Alla Rakha Qureshi (1919 - 2000) :

 � He is also known as Alla Rakha, was an 
Indian tabla player. He was a specialist 
in Hindustani classical music and was a 
regular accompanist of sitar player Pandit 
Ravi Shankar. Alla Rakha is credited with 
introducing the tabla to the Western 
audience.

Ali Akbar Khan (1922–2009) :

 � He was an Indian Hindustani classical 
musician who was known for his virtuosity 
playing the sarod. The sarod is a 25-stringed, 
fretless instrument. 

 � Ali Akbar Khan started his musical training 
at the age of three, first learning vocal music, 
then studying drums with his uncle, Fakir 
Ftabauddin, and eventually being directed 
toward the sarod.

1984

14. Which of the following places is not 
associated with the growth of art?

(a) Mahabalipuram 
(b)  Amarnath
(c)  Ajanta 
(d) Ellora

Explanation :  (B)

 � Amarnath is not associated with the growth 
of art. Amarnath is a Hindu shrine and cave 
temple in Jammu and Kashmir, India. The 
cave is located at an altitude of 5,486 meters 
above sea level, about 48 kilometers from 
Pahalgam.

•	 The cave is only accessible during the 
July-August months, and there are two 
routes to reach it: 
1. Baltal or
2. Pahalgam. 

 � The Baltal route is shorter but steeper, while 
the Pahalgam route is longer but preferred 
by most devotees. 

 � The Amarnath cave is home to Lord Shiva, 
and is considered one of the major Hindu 
Dhams. The cave contains a naturally 
formed ice-lingam that is said to wax and 
wane with the moon. Devotees undertake 
the Amarnath Yatra, a 45-day journey, to 
see the ice-lingam.

The Yatra is considered difficult :

 � especially for children and the elderly, 
due to cold weather conditions. The trek 
involves reaching a higher elevation 
than Kedarnath, and requires proper 
acclimatization to avoid altitude sickness.

The Shore Temple in Mahabalipuram, 
India :

 � It is a free-standing temple complex built 
from granite blocks in the 8th century AD. 
It’s located on the Coromandel Coast of 
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the Bay of Bengal, about 37 miles south of 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 � The temple complex is a symbol of Pallava 
political and economic strength. It’s 
one of the oldest examples of  Dravida 
architecture, and is an architectural 
example of Rajasimha’s time. The temple is 
also one of the oldest examples of rock-cut 
temples and shrines in the world. 

 � The Shore Temple is threatened by the sea, 
salt-laden winds, and water spray.

The Ajanta Caves :

 � They are a series of 29 rock-cut 
Buddhist caves in the Sahyadri ranges 
of Maharashtra, India. The caves were 
excavated  from around 200 BC to 650 AD 
and are considered to be among the earliest 
Buddhist architectures. 

 � The caves are located on the Waghora river, 
near Aurangabad, in a horseshoe-shaped 
bend of rock surface that overlooks the 
river. The valley’s location provided a calm 
environment for Buddhist monks during 
the rainy seasons. 

 � The caves are known for their carvings and 
sculptures that depict the life of Buddha, 
as well as their frescoes. The caves are 
considered to be the beginning of classical 
Indian art, and are an example of ancient 
Buddhist rock-cut architecture. 

 � The caves are divided into two phases and 
are numbered thirty in total. Four of the 
caves were used as prayer halls, and 25 were 
used as residential caves. 

 � The Ajanta Caves were discovered in 1819 
by British Army officers hunting tigers in 
the gorge of the Waghora River.

 � Tours often include both cave systems and 
operate from the city of Aurangabad, which 
is about 100 kilometers (62 mi) to the south.

The Ellora Caves :

 � They are a multi-religious, rock-cut cave 
complex in the Aurangabad District of 
Maharashtra, India. The caves are located 
in the wall of a basalt cliff, not far from 
Aurangabad. 

 � The caves date back to the Rashtrakuta 

dynasty, around 1,500 years ago. They are a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, maintained 
by the Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI). 

The caves are famous for:

1. Rock-cut architecture : 

•	 The Ellora Caves are considered some 
of the finest examples of rock-cut ar-
chitecture in the world.

2. Inscriptions :

•	 The caves contain inscriptions dating 
from the 6th century CE onwards.

3. Tolerance :

•	 The caves illustrate the spirit of toler-
ance, characteristic of ancient India, 
which permitted three religions to es-
tablish their sanctuaries in one place.

4. Kailasa :

•	 The Ellora Caves are famous for the 
largest single monolithic excavation in 
the world, the great Kailasa (Cave 16). 

•	 The caves contain 34 monasteries and 
temples, extending over more than 2 
km. Of the 34 caves, 12 are Buddhist, 
17 Hindu and 5 Jain.

15. Match the following: 

A. Birju Maharaj 1.Bharatnatyam 
B. Sanjukta Panigrahi 2.Kuchipudi 
C. T. Balasaraswathy 3.Odissi
D. Sonal Man Singh 4.Kathak

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below

A B C D

(a)  4 3 1 2 
(b)  3 2 1 4
(c)  1 2 3 4 
(d)  2 1 3 4

Explanation :  (A)

Birju Maharaj (1938 - 2022) :
 � He was an Indian dancer, composer, singer, 
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and choreographer. He was a master of the 
Kathak form and a leading exponent of the 
Kalka-Bindadin gharana, a community of 
musicians with a distinctive musical style. 

 � Maharaj was born on February 4, 1938 into 
a well-known Kathak dancing family. He 
was a descendant of the Maharaj family 
of Kathak dancers, which includes his two 
uncles, Shambhu Maharaj and Lachhu 
Maharaj, and his father and guru, Acchan 
Maharaj. 

 � Maharaj choreographed steps for Bollywood 
hits and Indian movie classics by directors 
like Satyajit Ray. He has won National Film 
Award for Best Choreography, Filmfare 
Award for Best Choreography and Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Award for Dance - Kathak.

Sanjukta Panigrahi (24 August 1944 – 24 
June 1997):

 � She was a dancer from India, who was the 
foremost exponent of Indian classical dance 
Odissi. Sanjukta was the first Odia woman 
to embrace this ancient classical dance at 
an early age and ensure its grand revival.

T. Balasaraswati (1918-1984) :

 � She was an Indian dancer and singer who 
specialized in the Karnatak (South Indian) 
tradition of Bharatanatyam. She was one 
of the most prominent exponents of the 
bharata natyam style of classical dance in 
the 20th century. 

 � Balasaraswati was born in Madras (now 
Chennai) on May 13, 1918 into a family 
that was steeped in classical music and 
dance. She began training in dance at age 
four with Kandappa Pillai, and lessons 
in Carnatic music were mandatory. 
Balasaraswati’s work created a revolution 
in traditional music and dance for bharata 
natyam, a combination of music and dance.

Sonal Mansingh :

 � She is a prominent Indian classical dancer 
who specializes in Bharatanatyam and 
Odissi.

 � For her contributions towards promoting 
‘Classical dances’, she has received accolades 
from many national and international 

organizations.
 � She was the youngest recipient of Padma 

Bhushan in 1992.  
 � In 2003, Sonal became the first Indian 

woman dancer to be awarded Padma 
Vibhushan.

16. Write the following in chronological 
order 

1. Puri - Jagannath temple
2. Meenakshi temple
3. Mahabalipuram temples 
4. Qutab Minar

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a)  1,  2, 4, 3 
(b)  1, 4, 2, 3
(c)  1, 4, 3, 2  
(d)  3, 1, 4, 2

Explanation :  (D)

The Shore Temple in Mahabalipuram, 
India :

 � It is a structural temple complex carved 
from rock and located on the Bay of Bengal. 
The temple is an example of Dravida 
architecture, which is one of the oldest 
examples of Dravida architecture. 

 � The Shore Temple is built with granite 
blocks and dates back to the 8th century 
AD. It’s an important symbol of the Pallava 
political and economic strength at the time 
of its creation. The temple is also one of the 
oldest structural temples of significance in 
South India. 

 � The Shore Temple is threatened by the sea, 
salt-laden winds, and water spray.

Jagannath Temple :

 � It is an important Hindu temple in Puri, 
Odisha, that is dedicated to Jagannath, a 
form of Vishnu. The temple is part of the 
Char Dham pilgrimages, which also include 
Badrinath, Dwaraka, and Rameswaram. 

 � The state government of  Odisha has 
decided to use facial recognition technology 
based on artificial intelligence (AI) at 
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the Jagannath Temple in Puri to prevent 
stampedes and track criminals.

The Qutb Minar :

 � It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, was 
built in the early 13th century by Qutb-ud-
din Aibak and Iltutmish. The first Sultan 
and Muslim ruler of Delhi, Qutb-ud-din 
Aibak, built the tower as a victory tower 
and possibly a watchtower. 

 � Qutb-ud-din Aibak laid the foundation of 
the Minar in 1199 for the mu’azzin (crier) 
to give calls for prayer. His successor and 
son-in-law, Shamsu’d-Din Iltutmish (AD 
1211-36), added three more storeys to the 
first storey. 

 � The Qutb Minar is a 72.5 meter high red 
sandstone tower that tapers from 2.75 
meters. It’s part of a large complex of 
structures in Delhi, India.

The Meenakshi Amman Temple :

 � It is also known as the Arulmigu Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar Temple, is a Hindu temple 
in Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India. It is located 
on the southern bank of the Vaigai River.

 � The temple is dedicated to the 
goddess Meenakshi and her consort, 
Sundareshwarar. According to legend, the 
temple was built in the 6th century CE by 
the Pandya king, Kulasekara Pandya, who 
prayed to Lord Shiva for a child. 

 � The Meenakshi Temple complex is one of 
the largest and oldest temple complexes 
in India. It is considered to be more than 
2,500 years old. The temple is a popular 
pilgrimage site and attracts tourists from 
all over the world. 

 � The temple features the Ayaram Kal 
Mandapa, which is a 1,000 pillar mandapan 
with 985 pillars perfectly aligned in straight 
rows. The temple also has mundu bombs, 
which are spectacular pillars carved out 
of a single piece of rock, mostly granite or 
charnockite.

1985

17. Match the following:  

A. Chandidas 1.Bengali
B. Mira 2.Tamil
C. Purandaradas 3.Hindi
D. Thyagaraja 4.Kannada

5.Telugu

Codes : A B C D

(a)  1 2 3 4 
(b)  1 2 5 4
(c)  1 3 5 4 
(d)  1 3 4 5

Explanation :  (D)

 � Chandidas is a medieval Bengali poet who 
lived from 1339–1399. He wrote over 1,250 
poems in Bengali about the love of Radha 
and Krishna. His poems inspired the 
Vaishnava-Sahajiya religious movement. 

Mira : Hindi

Purandara Dasa :

 � It is a Kannada saint and composer who is 
known as the “Father of Carnatic music” 
or “Karnataka Sangeetha Pitamaha”. He is 
known for composing mainly in Kannada, 
the local language of the Vijayanagara 
kingdom. Some of his compositions are 
also in Sanskrit. 

 � Purandara Dasa’s compositions are 
accessible and relatable to a wide audience. 
His lyrics are simple yet profound, 
employing telling phrases and similes 
that resonated with the common people. 
His compositions express his love for Sri 
Krishna, describing various aspects of 
Krishna’s life. 

 � Purandara Dasa is also known for 
composing Dasa Sahithya, as a Bhakti 
movement vocalist, and a music scholar. He 
systemized the teaching of Carnatic music 
and has made immense contributions to 
Indian classical music (both Carnatic and 
Hindustani).
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 � Most of the work of the Indian classical 
music composer and vocalist Thyagaraja 
is in the Telugu language. He was born in 
1767 in Thiruvarur, Tamil Nadu, which is 
where the official language is Telugu. 

 � Tyagaraja is known for his thousands of 
devotional compositions, many of which 
praise Rama. His work includes 24,000 
kritis, a devotional form of Carnatic music. 
Some of his compositions are in Sanskrit, 
and five of his compositions are called the 
Pancharatna Kritis.

18. Which of the following pairs are correct? 

1. M.S. Subbulakshmi - Carnatic vocalist
2. Ravi Shankar - Sitar
3. Birju Maharaj - Bharatnatyam
4. Alla Rakha - Tabla instrumentalist

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b)  2, 3 and 4
(c)  1, 2 and 4 
(d)  None of these

Explanation :  (C)

Birju Maharaj (1938 - 2022) :

 � He was an Indian dancer, composer, singer, 
and choreographer. He was a master of the 
Kathak form and a leading exponent of the 
Kalka-Bindadin gharana, a community of 
musicians with a distinctive musical style. 

 � Maharaj was born on February 4, 1938 into 
a well-known Kathak dancing family. He 
was a descendant of the Maharaj family 
of Kathak dancers, which includes his two 
uncles, Shambhu Maharaj and Lachhu 
Maharaj, and his father and guru, Acchan 
Maharaj. 

 � Maharaj   choreographed steps for 
Bollywood hits and Indian movie 
classics by directors like Satyajit Ray. He 
has won National Film Award for Best 
Choreography, Filmfare Award for Best 
Choreography and Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Award for Dance - Kathak.

Ravi Shankar (1920-2012) :

 � He was an Indian musician and composer 
who played the sitar, an Indian stringed 
instrument. He was a master of the sitar, 
and is considered the world’s best-known 
expert of North Indian classical music. 

 � Shankar is also the founder of the National 
Orchestra of India, and was influential in 
stimulating Western appreciation of Indian 
music. In 1999, he was awarded India’s 
highest civilian honor, the Bharat Ratna.

Ustad Alla Rakha Qureshi (1919 - 2000) :

 � He is also known as Alla Rakha, was an 
Indian tabla player. He was a specialist 
in Hindustani classical music and was a 
regular accompanist of sitar player Pandit 
Ravi Shankar. Alla Rakha is credited with 
introducing the tabla to the Western 
audience.

Madurai Shanmukhavadivu 
Subbulakshmi (1916-2004) :

 � She was a Carnatic singer and actress from 
Tamil Nadu. She was the first musician to 
receive the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest 
civilian honor, and the first Indian musician 
to receive the Ramon Magsaysay award. 

 � Subbulakshmi was a singer who sung in 
many languages. Her first performance 
was at the Madras Music Academy and 
her first recording was released when she 
was 10 years old. She also acted in movies, 
including the 1945 film Meera, which she 
starred in and sang all the songs in. The 
film was so well-received that it was remade 
in Hindi in 1947, making Subbulakshmi a 
national icon.
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19. Match the columns :  

A. Amjad Ali Khan  1. Flute 
B. Ali Hussain  2. Sarod
C. Hari Prasad Chaurasia  3. Tabla
D. Alia Rakha  4. Shehnai

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official199Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

A B C D

(a)  2 1 3 4  
(b)  4 2 1 3 
(c)  2 4 1 3 
(d)  1 2 3 4

Explanation :  (C)

Ustad Amjad Ali Khan :

 � He is an Indian classical sarod player. He 
was born in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh 
in 1945 and is the sixth-generation sarod 
player in his family. He is known for his 
clear and fast ekhara taans. 

 � The sarod is a 39-inch long instrument with 
a hollow teak, sagwan, or tun wood body. 
High-quality sarods have a single piece 
of wood for the body, neck, and peg box. 
The resonator has a stretched membrane, 
usually goatskin, and a horn bridge where 
the strings rest. The strings are plucked with 
a small plectrum, which can be a feather or 
a hammer. The fingerboard is covered with 
a smooth metal plate that makes it easy to 
slide from note to note. 

 � The sarod is known for its deep, weighty, 
introspective sound, in contrast with the 
sweet, overtone-rich texture of the sitar.

Ali Hussain :

 � He taught how to play the instrument, 
shehnai, at Sangeet Research Academy, 
Calcutta beginning in 1974. He was 
regularly featured on All India Radio and 
Indian Television. He holds the distinction 
of composing the signature tune for Indian 
Television with Pandit Ravi Shankar in 
1973.  

Hariprasad Chaurasia :

 � He is an Indian classical flautist who 
plays the flute in the Hindustani classical 
tradition. 

 � Chaurasia was born on July 1, 1938 in 
Allahabad, United Provinces, British 
India (now in Uttar Pradesh, India). He 
began learning vocal music at age 15 and 
then played the flute under the guidance 
of Bholanath Prasanna of Varanasi for 

eight years. In 1957, he began working as 
a composer and performer at All India 
Radio, Cuttack, Odisha. 

 � Chaurasia’s  performances   and  
compositions have brought global 
recognition to the bansuri, a simple side-
blown bamboo flute. He has significantly 
expanded the expressive possibilities 
of classical North Indian flute-playing 
through his masterful blowing technique. 

 � Chaurasia received the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi award in 1984 and India’s second 
highest civilian award, Padma Vibhushan 
in 2000.

Ustad Alla Rakha Qureshi (1919 - 2000) :

 � He is also known as Alla Rakha, was an 
Indian tabla player. He was a specialist 
in Hindustani classical music and was a 
regular accompanist of sitar player Pandit 
Ravi Shankar. Alla Rakha is credited with 
introducing the tabla to the Western 
audience.

20. Whose tomb among the following is not 
located in India? 

(a) Akbar 
(b)  Humayun
(c) Jehangir 
(d) Itmad-ud-daula

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Tomb of Jahangir, built in 1637, is 
located in Shahdara Bagh, Lahore, Pakistan, 
along the banks of the Ravi River. The tomb 
is made of red sandstone and marble, and is 
surrounded by gardens and greenery. 

 � The tomb is for the fourth Mughal Emperor 
Jahangir, who ruled from 1605 to 1627. He 
died in 1627 in the foothills of Kashmir. 
Jahangir is one of only two great Mughals 
not buried in India, the other being Babur, 
the founder of the Mughal Empire, who is 
buried in Kabul.

21. The Nagara style of temple architecture is 
associated with 

(a)  North India 
(b)  South India
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(c)  East India 
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

The Nagara style of temple :

 � architecture is a Hindu style that is popular 
in Northern, Western, and Eastern India. 
It is one of the two main styles of Hindu 
temple architecture, the other being the 
Dravidian style. 

 � The Nagara style is associated with the land 
between the Himalayas and Vindhyas. It is 
built on a simple stone platform and has 
one or more Sikharas. The garbhagriha is 
always located directly below the highest 
Sikhara. 

•	 The Nagara style has three sub-styles or 
schools: 
1. Orissa school, 
2. Chandel school, and 
3. Solanki school. 

 � Some examples of the Odisha school of 
Nagara style architecture include Lingaraj 
in Bhubaneswar, Jagannath in Puri, and 
Surya in Konark. 

 � The Kandariya Mahadeva Temple in 
Khajuraho is typical of Central Indian 
Nagara-style temple architecture.

1988

22. Which among the following is a folk 
dance of India? 

(a)  Manipuri 
(b)  Garba
(c) Kathakali 
(d) Mohiniattam

Explanation :  (B)

Folk dance :

 � It is a type of dance that reflects the life of a 
country or region’s people. It is a vernacular 
expression of a culture’s past or present. 
Folk dances are often performed at festivals, 
cultural gatherings, or agricultural events. 

Here are some common characteristics of 
folk dance:

•	 Performed by nonprofessionals: Folk 
dances are usually performed by people 
without professional dance training.

•	 Performed to traditional music: Folk 
dances are often performed to traditional 
folk music.

•	 Developed without a choreographer: 
Folk dance has developed without a 
choreographer.

•	 Inherit tradition: The way they are done 
is strongly about inherited tradition rather 
than making changes.

•	 Transmitted from generation to 
generation: Folk dance is transmitted from 
generation to generation with increasing 
secularization.

Garba :

 � It is a folk dance of India. It is a popular 
dance from the state of Gujarat. Garba is 
performed by women in a circular pattern, 
mainly during the nine nights of the 
Navaratri festival. The dance is connected 
to Shakti-Puja, or the worship of power, 
and is believed to have originated from the 
worship of the goddess Jagdamba. 

Kathakali :

 � It is a dance  form that  tells and  honors 
stories through dance. It was traditionally 
used to perform stories from the 
Mahabharata and Ramayana, but now 
performs a variety of stories. Kathakali is 
an interpretative dance, with characters 
divided into three types: 
1. satvika, 
2. rajasika, and 
3. tamasika.

Manipuri dance :

 � It is a classical dance form that originated 
in the northeastern state of Manipur, India. 
It’s one of six classical dance styles in India 
and is also known as Manipuri Raas Leela. 

 � The dance is associated with rituals 
and traditional festivals in Manipur. It’s 
performed on religious occasions and in 
temples, and often has devotional themes.
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 � Manipuri dance is characterized by a 
variety of forms that are linked to folk 
tradition and ritual.

 � The dance is accompanied with devotional 
music created with many instruments, 
with the beat set by cymbals (kartal or 
manjira) and double-headed drum (pung 
or Manipuri mrdanga) of sankirtan. 
The major instruments used in classical 
Manipuri dance are the flute and the drum. 

 � The dance gives Manipuri its undulating 
and soft appearance. The foot movements 
are viewed as part of a composite movement 
of the whole body.

 � The dancer puts his or her feet down, even 
during vigorous steps, with the balls of the 
feet touching the ground first.

Mohiniyattam :

 � It is a classical solo dance form that 
originated in Kerala, India. The name 
translates to “the dance of Mohini,” 
the celestial enchantress from Hindu 
mythology. Mohiniyattam is a subgenre of 
dance called lasya that is performed in the 
Kaisiki vritti, or graceful style. The dance 
is based on the Natya Shastra by Bharata 
Muni. 

Mohiniyattam is characterized by:

1. Graceful, swaying movements
2. Soft footwork
3. Important hand gestures
4. Subtle facial expressions
5. Delicate footsteps
6. Erotic depictions of divine love 

 � Dancers wear white or cream sarees with 
gold or colored brocade in the fringes, and 
also wear gold jewelry. 

 � Mohiniyattam performances excel in the 
Ekaharya Abhinaya form, which is a solo 
expressive dance performance aided by 
singing and music.

23. Charaka samhita is a work on

(a)  Polity 
(b) Medicine
(c)  Architecture 

(d)  Mathematics

Explanation :  (B)

 � Charaka Samhita is a Sanskrit text on 
Ayurveda, the ancient medical science of 
India. It is considered the oldest and most 
authentic treatise on Ayurveda.

 � The text is a comprehensive treatise on 
various aspects of medicine, including 
etiology, diagnosis, treatment, and ethical 
considerations. It also provides information 
on geographical, social, and economic 
conditions of India. 

 � Charaka Samhita is one of two foundational 
texts of Ayurveda that have survived from 
ancient India, along with the Sushruta 
Samhita. The contents of Charaka Samhita 
are divided into 120 chapters in eight 
specific Sthanas or partitions.

 � The text mentions 1916 unique plant 
names, which can be grouped around 
620 basonyms and are correlated to 630 
botanicals.

24. Match the columns:  

List 1  List 2
(Artiste)  (Instrument)

A. Ali Akbar Khan  1. Flute
B. Yehudi Menuhin  2. Sarod 
C. Ravi Shankar  3. Sitar
D. H. P. Chaurasia  4. Santoor

5. Violin

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

ABCD

(a) 4 3 1 5
(b) 1 2 4 3 
(c) 2 3 4 1
(d) 2 5 3 1

Explanation :  (D)

Ali Akbar Khan (1922–2009) :

 � He was an Indian Hindustani classical 
musician and master of the sarod. The 
sarod is a 25-stringed, fretless instrument. 
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 � Khan is also known as Khansahib and 
is considered a “musician’s musician”. 
He began his musical training at age 
three, learning vocal music, drums, and  
eventually the sarod. He was known for his 
knowledge and artistry.

Yehudi Menuhin (1916-1999) :

 � He was a British violinist and conductor. He 
is considered one of the greatest violinists 
of the 20th century. 

 � Menuhin was a virtuoso violinist who was 
known for having a taste for the best violins 
in the world. 

 � He was also known for breaking down 
musical barriers. For example, he would 
jam with Stéphane Grappelli and conduct 
the Berlin Philharmonic with his feet.

Ravi Shankar (1920-2012) :

 � He was an Indian musician and composer 
who played the sitar, an Indian stringed 
instrument. He was a master of the sitar, 
and is considered the world’s best-known 
expert of North Indian classical music. 

 � Shankar is also the founder of the National 
Orchestra of India, and was influential in 
stimulating Western appreciation of Indian 
music. In 1999, he was awarded India’s 
highest civilian honor, the Bharat Ratna.

Hariprasad Chaurasia :

 � He is an Indian classical flautist who plays 
the bansuri, a simple side-blown bamboo 
flute. He was born in Allahabad, British 
India (now in Uttar Pradesh, India) on 
July 1, 1938. Chaurasia is a music director 
and is associated with the Hindustani 
classical tradition. His performances 
and compositions have brought global 
recognition to the bansuri.

25. Which of the following are features of 
Mughal Style of architecture? 

1. Curvilinear roof 
2. Flat roof
3. Domes 
4. Arches

Choose the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

(a)  1, 2 and 3  
(b)  2, 3 and 4
(c)  1, 3 and 4  
(d)  1, 2 and 4

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mughal buildings have a uniform pattern 
of structure and character, including 
large bulbous domes, slender minarets at 
the corners, massive halls, large vaulted 
gateways, and delicate ornamentation; 
examples of the style can be found in 
modern-day Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
India and Pakistan.

26. Which of the following pairs is correct? 

(a) Surdas-Sahitya Lahari
(b)  Somesgara-Charu Chintamani
(c)  Kalhana-Ashtadhyayi
(d)  Satyanarayana - Mahabharata

Explanation :  (A)

 � Sahitya Lahari is a 118-verse composition 
by the poet Surdas. The work explores 
the themes of rasa, alankara, and nayika-
bhedas. The final verse of the work includes 
Surdas’s family tree, which suggests that his 
name was actually Suraja and that he was a 
descendant of Chand Bardai. 

 � The work is considered authentic, except 
for the final verse. Some scholars initially 
questioned the work’s authenticity, but that 
number has decreased over time. The work 
is dated to 1607 by the poet himself. Surdas 
was a Bhakti saint and a famous singer.

Kalhana :

 � He was a famous Sanskrit poet and author 
of the historical chronicle Rajatarangini. 
The work was written in Sanskrit between 
1148 and 1149, and is an account of 
the history of Kashmir. Kalhana used a 
variety of sources, including inscriptions, 
documents, eyewitness accounts, and 
earlier histories, to write his account. 

 � Kalhana was a Kashmiri Hindu, and the 
son of Chanpaka, a Kashmiri minister who 
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served King Harsa of the Lohara Dynasty. 
Kalhana was different from the writers of 
Prashastis, as he was often critical about 
rulers and their policies. Some historians 
say that Kalhana exaggerated the military 
conquests of Muktapida.

27. Which of the following pairs is correct? 

(a)  Nand Lal-Dandi March
(b)  Hyder Asti-Morning
(c)  M. F. Hussain - Dream of Shahjehan
(d)  Amrita Shergill - Sunflower

Explanation :  (A)

 � The correct pair is (A) Nand Lal - Dandi 
March.

28. The Buddhist sculpture and art is found 
at 

(a)  Mahabalipuram 
(b) Kanchi 
(c)  Vijayanagar 
(d) Amravati

Explanation :  (D)

 � Amaravati sculptures are carved relief 
panels that decorate the outside of a ruined 
Buddhist stupa in the village of Amaravathi, 
Andhra Pradesh, India. The sculptures 
depict scenes from the life of the Buddha, 
as well as Buddhist symbols and emblems. 

 � The Amaravati art form is primarily 
associated with Buddhist culture and is 
known for its stone sculptures and relief 
panels. The art flourished in the Andhra 
region of India from about the 2nd century 
BC to the end of the 3rd century AD. 

 � The Amaravati art is highly influenced 
by Hellenistic art, which can be seen in 
the depiction of figures with Greek-like 
features, flowing drapery, and elaborate 
ornamentation. 

 � The Amaravati School of Sculpture 
developed in prominent places such 
as Amravati, Nagarjunikonda, Goli, 
Ghantasala, and Vengi.

The Mahabalipuram temples :

 � They are a group  of  monuments in 

India that are known for their rathas 
(chariot-shaped temples), mandapas (cave 
sanctuaries), and open-air reliefs. The 
temples were built by kings from the Later 
Pallava Dynasty, which ruled over regions 
of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu from 
the early 6th century to the late 9th century 
AD. 

 � The Shore Temple is a rock-cut and free-
standing temple complex that is located 
on the shores of the Bay of Bengal. It is 
the oldest significant structural temple in 
South India and is considered a symbol of 
Pallava political and economic strength.

 � The Shore Temple consists of two Siva 
temples, Kshatryasimhesvaram (east) and 
Rajasimhesvaram (west), which were built 
by Pallava King Rajasimha (AD 700-728). 

 � The Mahabalipuram temples are known for 
portraying events from the Mahabharata 
and for showing the transition from rock-
cut architecture to structural building. 
The temples are also known for being 
monolithic, meaning each temple was 
carved from a single piece of stone.

Sanchi Stupa :

 � It is a Buddhist complex, famous for its 
Great Stupa, on a hilltop at Sanchi Town 
in Raisen District of the State of Madhya 
Pradesh.

 � It is a Buddhist temple and historic 
landmark. It’s part of the Sanchi complex, 
which also includes Buddhist monuments, 
caves, and pillars.

 � The Great Stupa at Sanchi is one of the oldest 
stone structures in India, and an important 
monument of Indian Architecture. It was 
originally commissioned by the Mauryan 
emperor Ashoka the Great in the 3rd 
century BCE.

 � Its nucleus was a simple hemispherical 
brick structure built over the relics of the 
Buddha. It was crowned by the chatra, a 
parasol-like structure symbolising high 
rank, which was intended to honour and 
shelter the relics.

 � The original construction work of this stupa 
was overseen by Ashoka, whose wife Devi 
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was the daughter of a merchant of nearby 
Vidisha. Sanchi was also her birthplace 
as well as the venue of her and Ashoka’s 
wedding.

 � Sanchi Stupa is depicted on the reverse 
side of the Indian currency note of ₹200 
to signify its importance to Indian cultural 
heritage.

29. Of the following, the oldest Sanskrit 
poet, whose composition still remains in 
original classical style, is 

(a) Asvaghosa 
(b)  Dandin
(c) Kalidasa 
(d)  Bhavabhuti

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ashvaghosa is the oldest known Sanskrit 
poet and dramatist, whose compositions 
remain in the original classical style. He 
lived from 80–150 AD and is believed to 
have been the first Sanskrit dramatist. 

 � Ashvaghosa was a Buddhist philosopher, 
dramatist, poet, and orator from India. He 
is credited with spreading Buddhism and is 
considered the greatest Indian poet before 
Kalidasa. 

Here is some more information about 
other Sanskrit poets:

Dandin :

 � A prose poet and writer who primarily 
used Sanskrit. His work includes 
Dāśakumāracarita, which describes the 
adventures of ten princes.

Kalidasa :

 � A classical Sanskrit writer from the fourth–
fifth century CE. His works are based on 
the Vedas, Ramayana, Mahabharata, and 
Puranas.

Bhavabhuti (700 CE) :

 � He was an Indian poet, dramatist, and 
scholar who wrote plays and poetry in 
Sanskrit. His plays are known for their 
suspense and characterization, and are 
considered to be on par with the works 

of Kalidasa. Bhavabhuti is also known 
as the “Poet of Karun Rasa” for his work 
Uttararamacarita. 

•	 Some of Bhavabhuti’s plays include: 
Uttararamacarita, Mahaviracharita, 
Malatimadhava. 

 � Mahaviracharita is based on the early life of 
Rama, the hero of the Ramayana.

1989

30. The parent script of the Indo-Aryan and 
Dravidian language is 

(a) Indus 
(b) Brahmi 
(c)  Kharosti 
(d) Aramic

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indus script is the parent script of the 
Indo-Aryan and Dravidian languages. The 
Indus script has around 600–800 signs. 

 � According to a research paper, the Indus 
script used signs to convey meanings to 
people of different languages and dialects 
across Indus settlements. 

 � According to another theory, the 
Achaemenids introduced their writing 
system to India in 535 BCE. This writing 
system evolved into Brahmi and was altered 
to match Prakrit sounds. Most ancient and 
modern scripts in India are derived from 
Brahmi script.

31. Match the following: 

A. Ravi Verma  1. Painter
B. Amrita Shergil  2. Modern Art
C. Jamini Roy  3. Folklore
D. Ravi Shankar  4. Sitar

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  1 2 3 4 
(b)  2 1 4 3 
(c)  3 4 2 1 
(d)  4 3 1 2



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official205Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

Explanation :  (A)

 � Raja Ravi Varma (1848-1906) was an Indian 
artist who is known for playing the veena. 
In his 1889 painting Galaxy of Musicians, 
a Nair woman plays the veena on the left. 
In another painting, Saraswati, the Hindu 
goddess of knowledge, music, art, wisdom, 
and nature, plays the veena. 

 � Varma’s paintings are known for their 
distinctive palette, rich colors, and 
academic realistic style. His work often 
features musical instruments, including 
the veena, sitar, and Swarabat, a musical 
instrument played by a Keralite woman.

Amrita Sher-Gil (1913–1941) :

 � She was a Hungarian-Indian painter who is 
considered a pioneer of modern Indian art. 
Her work is known for combining Eastern 
and Western influences, and for exploring 
female themes. 

 � Sher-Gil’s work is considered modern and 
Indian, and her visual language introduced 
new elements to modern Indian art. She 
is known for her handling of oil, which 
opened up new possibilities for future 
artists.

 � She also had first-hand experience with 
European modern art trends, such as 
Impressionism and post–Impressionism. 

 � Sher-Gil’s painting “The Story Teller” is part 
of the National  Gallery of Art’s collection 
in Washington DC.

Jamini Roy :

 � She was an Indian painter who was a pupil of 
Abanindranath Tagore. His work is known 
for its bright colors, bold brushstrokes, and 
use of traditional Bengali folk motifs.

Ravi Shankar (1920-2012) :

 � He was an Indian musician and composer 
who played the sitar, an Indian stringed 
instrument. Shankar was a master of the 
sitar and is considered the world’s best-
known expert of North Indian classical 
music. He was also the founder of India’s 
National Orchestra and helped Westerners 
appreciate Indian music.

1990

32. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below them: 

List I (Books)  List II (Authors) 
A. India Today 1. Valentine Chirol
B. India Unrest 2. B.G. Tilak
C. Geeta Rahasya 3. Jawaharlal Nehru
D. A Bunch of 
     Old Letters

4. Rajni Palme Dutt 

5. Mahatma Gandhi

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

A B C D

(a) 4 1 2 3  
(b) 5 4 2 3
(c) 3 4 5 1  
(d) 4 1 3 5

Explanation :  (A)

 � India Today was written by Rajni Palme 
Dutt. Rajni Palme Dutt is generally known as 
R. Palme  Dutt.She was a leading journalist 
and theoretician in the Communist Party 
of Great Britain.

 � Indian Unrest by Valentine Chirol is a 
detailed book which was written more 
than a century back and talks about various 
facets of the unrest.

 � Shrimadh Bhagvad Gita Rahasya is 
popularly known as Gita Rahasya , is a 1915 
Marathi language book authored by Indian 
social reformer and independence activist 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak while he was in prison 
at Mandalay, Burma.

 � A Bunch of Old Letters was written by 
Jawaharlal Nehru.

33. Consider the following pairs:  

Person Field of  activity
1. Subramania Bharati  Literature
2.  Mokshagundan   
     Visvesvaraya  Medicine
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3. Jamsetji Tata  
    Nusserwanji

Engineering and 
Planning

4. Rabanindra Nath 
    Tagore  Painting

Of these pairs:

(a)  1, 2, 3, 4 are correctly matched 
(b)  1 and 2 are correctly matched 
(c)  1 and 4 are correctly matched 
(d)  2, 3 and 4 are correctly matched

Explanation :  (C)

Subramania Bharati (1882-1921) :

 � He was a Tamil poet, journalist, writer, 
social reformer, and Indian independence 
activist. He is considered a pioneer of 
modern Tamil poetry and one of the 
greatest Tamil literary figures of all time. 

 � Bharati was a lyrical poet whose works 
include Kannan Pattu, Nilavum Vanminum 
Katrum, Panchali Sabatam, and Kuyil Pattu. 
He also spent many years as a journalist, 
writing articles in multiple languages 
about Indian and world events. In 1906, he 
became the editor of the Tamil magazine 
India, which was published in Chennai and 
later moved to Pondicherry. 

 � Bharati was also a polyglot, fluent in many 
languages including Sanskrit, English, 
Hindi, Telugu, French, and Arabic. He was 
against the caste system and declared that 
there were only two castes: 
1. men and 
2. women. 

 � He was also opposed to child marriage and 
would immediately teach his poems to his 
wife and daughters.

Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya (1861 - 
1962) :

 � He was a civil engineer, economist, 
statesman, and nation-builder. He is 
known as the “Father of Indian Economic 
Planning”. 

 � Visvesvaraya was an expert in irrigation 
design, reservoirs, dams, drinking water 
supply, and drainage schemes. As Chief 

Engineer of Mysore state, he led large-scale 
public works that expanded infrastructure 
like roads, dams, and power generation. 

 � Visvesvaraya was also a strong supporter of 
technical education and industrialization. 
He set up schools and engineering 
institutions, and invented block irrigation. 

 � In 1955, Visvesvaraya was awarded the 
Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award, 
for his contributions to engineering and 
public service. His birthday, September 15, 
is celebrated as Engineer’s Day in India, Sri 
Lanka, and Tanzania.

Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata (1839 - 1904) :

 � He was an Indian industrialist and 
philanthropist who founded the Tata Group, 
India’s largest conglomerate company. 

 � Tata was a patriot and humanist who 
believed that his business would enrich 
India. He is known as the “father of Indian 
industrialization”. His ambitious endeavors 
helped India become an industrialized 
nation and catapult it into the league of 
industrialized countries.
Rabindranath Tagore (1861 - 1941) :

 � He was a Bengali poet, painter, composer, 
and writer who was active during the 
Bengal Renaissance. He was the first non-
European writer to win the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1913.
Tagore’s works include:

 � Drama, Short stories, Novels, Poetry, Songs 
(Rabindra Sangeet), Filmography, Art 
works. 

 � Tagore is celebrated as one of the greatest 
luminaries in the history of Indian literature 
and cultural renaissance. He introduced 
new prose and verse forms and the use of 
colloquial language into Bengali literature. 
He also wrote the national anthems for 
India and Bangladesh.

34. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below them: 

List-I  List-II
A. Nagarjuna 1. Founder of Kalmukha 

    Sect
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B. Lakulisho 2. Founder of Vira 
    Saivism

C. Sankara 3. Founder of Advaita  
    philosophy 

D. Basava 4. Founder of 
    Madhyamika
5. Propagator of 
    Pasupata Sect

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a) 4 5 3 2 
(b) 3 1 5 4
(c) 2 1 4 3 
(d) 1 2 4 3

Explanation :  (A)

Nāgārjuna :

 � It is generally considered the founder 
of the Madhyamaka school of Buddhist 
philosophy. The Madhyamaka school is a 
significant tradition of Mahayana Buddhist 
philosophy. 

 � Nāgārjuna was an Indian Buddhist 
philosopher who lived around 150 C.E.. 
He is known for developing the doctrine of 
emptiness (shunyata) and the doctrine that 
all is void (śūnyavāda). 

 � Nāgārjuna’s most important text is 
Mūlamadhyamakakārikā (Root Verses on 
Madhyamaka, MMK), which is about the 
Madhyamaka philosophy of emptiness.

Some of his other works include:

1. The Sixty Stanzas on Reasoning 
(Yuktidastikā)

2. The Seventy Stanzas on Emptiness 
(Śūnyatāsaptati)

3. The Dispeller of Disputes 
(Vigrahavyāvartanī)

4. The Treatise on Pulverization 
(Vaidalyaprakarana)

5. The Precious Garland (Ratnāvalī)
6. The hymns (Catuhstava)
7. The Friendly Letter (Suhrllekha)

Lakulisha :

 � It is also known as Nakulīśa, is considered 
the main propagator of the Pashupata sect. 
Lakulisha is also described as the 28th 
incarnation of Shiva in the Puranas. 

•	 Lakulisha is said to have had four major 
disciples: 
1. Kusika, 
2. Gargya, 
3. Mitra, and 
4. Kaurusha. 

 � Kusika spread the faith around Mathura, 
Gargya was sent to Kashi and its surrounding 
areas, Mitra worked in Southern India, and 
Kaurusha in Central India. 

 � The Pashupata sect is one of the oldest sects 
of Shaivism. The Pashupata cult is based 
mainly on the Saivagamas and certain 
Puranas.

Adi Shankara :

 � He is also known as Adi Shankaracharya, 
is credited with founding the Advaita 
philosophy. Adi Shankara was an Indian 
Vedic scholar and teacher who lived in 
the 8th century CE. He is known for 
his commentaries on the Vedic canon, 
including the Upanishads, Brahma Sutras, 
and Bhagavad Gita. 

 � Adi Shankara’s writings synthesized the 
Advaita Vedanta teachings of his time. 
Advaita Vedanta is a belief system that 
claims that the brahman is made of the 
individual souls of people. According to 
Advaita Vedanta, soul and Brahman are not 
different, and the concept is popularized as 
“Atman is Brahman”. 

 � Adi Shankara is also credited with more 
than 300 works, including commentative, 
expository, and poetical works, written in 
Sanskrit. However, most of these works are 
not considered authentic.
Basavanna :

 � He is the founder of Virashaivism, a 12th-
century religious movement. Virashaivism 
is also known as Lingayatism. 

 � Basavanna was a chief minister of the 
Kalachuri and the royal treasurer and 
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official patron of the movement. He is said 
to have led the movement with the help 
of companions like Allama Prabhu and 
Akkamahadevi. 

 � However, some scholars believe that 
Virashaivism may have been around for 
one or two centuries before Basavanna, 
and that he may have simply expanded an 
existing creed. 

 � The Virasaiva Agama mentions four main 
pontiff seats, each with a guru of different 
priority.

•	 These are: 
1. Yoga Peetha, 
2. Maha Peetha, 
3. Jnana Peetha, 
3. Soma Peetha. 

•	 The gurus are: 
1. Revana, 
2. Marula, 
3. Vamadeva, 
4. Panditaradhya.

35. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below them: 

List-I 

(Place) 

List-II 

(Importance)
A. Bhubaneshwar 1. Vijayanagara 

     architecture 
B. Konark 2. Rajarani temple
C. Lepakshi 3. Vijayanagara 

      paintings
D. Halebid 4. Hoysala 

     monument
5. Sun temple

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  3 2 4 5 
(b)  2 5 4 3 
(c)  5 4 2 3 
(d)  2 5 3 4

Explanation :  (D)

The Rajarani Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in Bhubaneswar, India, 
built in the 11th century. It’s known for its 
intricate sculptures and ornate architecture. 

 � The temple is unique because it doesn’t have 
a presiding deity today. Historians believe 
that it was originally called Indresvara 
temple and was dedicated to Lord Shiva. 
The temple is locally known as the “love 
temple” because it contains carvings of 
women and couples.

The Konark Sun Temple :

 � The Konark Sun Temple is also known 
as the Black Pagoda. It is a 13th-century 
Hindu temple in Konark, Odisha, India. 
The temple is dedicated to the Hindu sun 
god Surya, and is considered a pinnacle of 
Hindu

Orissan architecture. 

 � The temple’s name comes from the Sanskrit 
words Kona (angle) and Arka (sun). The 
temple is associated with the legend of 
Samba, the son of Krishna, who was cured 
of leprosy by the sun god’s blessings. 

 � The temple is known for its sculptural 
innovations and the quality of its carvings. 
It features 24 wheels, representing the 
wheels of Surya’s sun chariot. The 12 wheels 
represent the 12 months of the year, and the 
8 spokes represent the 8 prahars or time 
divisions of the day.

The Lepakshi murals :

 � They are made of lime powder, red ochre, 
and liquid molasses mixed with sandy 
clay from riverbeds. They depict the social 
and religious life of the period, including 
various occupations. 

Some famous paintings from Lepakshi 
include:

1. Shiva as bridegroom
2. The Royal Hermit
3. Eight handed Lord Shiva
4. Shiva with attendants 
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 � The murals are located on the ceiling of 
the main mandapa, the antarala, and other 
shrines. The mural of Vatapatrasaayi on 
the eastern side of the Naatyamandapa is 
considered an example of the Vijayanagara 
style paintings. 

 � The word Lepakshi means painted eye. 
The Veerabhadra Temple was built in 1530 
AD by Virupanna Nayaka and Viranna, 
brothers who were Governors under the 
Vijayanagar Empire.

Hoysaleswara temple :

 � It is also referred simply as the Halebidu 
temple, is a 12th-century Hindu temple 
dedicated to the god Shiva.

 � It is the largest monument in Halebidu, a 
town in the state of Karnataka, India and 
the former capital of the Hoysala Empire. 
The temple was built on the banks of a large 
man-made lake, and sponsored by King 
Vishnuvardhana of the Hoysala Empire. Its 
construction started around 1121 CE and 
was complete in 1160 CE.

36. In which one of the following periods 
were the rockcut “Hindu” temples a 
characteristic feature of architecture? 

(a)  Sungas 
(b)  Satavahanas
(c)  Pallavas 
(d)  Cholas

Explanation :  (C)

 � Rock-cut Hindu temples were a 
characteristic feature of architecture during 
the Pallava period. The Pallava dynasty 
ruled from the 3rd to 9th centuries CE, and 
their architectural contributions influenced 
South Indian temple architecture. 

 � The Pallava architects began carving rock 
to create monolithic copies of structural 
temples. The earliest examples of Pallava 
architecture are rock-cut temples dating 
from 610 to 690 CE. 

 � The rock-cut temples in India often included 
a window with a horseshoe opening and 
double ogee molding. The carved pillars of 
the later viharas are also rich and varied.

The Sungas :

 � They were an ancient Indian dynasty 
that ruled the northern and eastern parts 
of the Indian subcontinent from 185 to 
73 BCE. The dynasty was established by 
Pushyamitra, who overthrew the Mauryas 
and took the throne of Magadha.

 � The Sungas are known for fighting many 
wars with foreign and indigenous powers, 
including the Kalinga, the Satavahana 
dynasty, and the Indo-Greek Kingdom.

 � The Sungas are also known for reverting to 
Brahmanical orthodoxy after Ashoka’s tryst 
with Dhamma and Buddhism. Buddhist 
sources claim that Pushyamitra Sunga 
persecuted the Buddhists.

The Satavahanas :

 � They were an ancient Indian dynasty that 
ruled from the mid-1st century BCE to the 
early 3rd century CE. The dynasty’s capital 
was Pratishthana (modern Paithan) in the 
Aurangabad district of Maharashtra. The 
Satavahanas ruled over present-day Andhra 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Telangana. They 
also ruled over parts of Gujarat, Karnataka, 
and Madhya Pradesh. 

 � The Satavahanas were the first native 
Indian kings to issue their own coins. The 
coins had the rulers’ portraits on them and 
the coin legends were in Prakrit. Some 
reverse coin legends are in Tamil, Telugu, 
and Kannada.

 � The most common feature of the 
Satavahanas’ coinage is the arched hill or 
Hill Symbol, popularly known as Chaitya 
symbol. The hill symbol is variously 
depicted on the coins, with three arches 
or six arches or very rarely eight arches. 
Sometimes it is seen with a crescent above 
it. 

 � The Satavahanas restored peace throughout 
the Deccan area after the Maurya dynasty 
and fought off foreign invasions. The 
material culture of the Deccan under the 
Satavahanas was a fusion of local elements 
and northern ingredients.
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The Cholas :

 � They were a Tamil dynasty that ruled 
over a maritime empire from the 9th to 
13th centuries. The Cholas were one of 
three ruling families in southern India 
during the first two centuries CE. They 
became prominent in the 9th century and 
established an empire that included most 
of South India, Sri Lanka, and the Malay 
peninsula. The Chola Empire lasted for 
more than four hundred years. 

 � The Cholas were one of the oldest and 
longest ruling dynasties in the world. They 
invested in art, literature, education, and 
architecture.

 � They built massive stone temples that 
served as cultural and social hubs. They 
also designed man-made lakes to alleviate 
droughts and provide a supply of safe 
drinking water. 

 � The Cholas played an active part in the 
Hindu cultural influence seen today in 
southeast Asia. Tamil culture and the arts 
also reached its zenith during the Chola 
reign. 

 � The last ruler of the Chola Dynasty was 
Rajendra Chola III, who ruled between 
1246 to 1279 AD.

37. Which one of the following pairs is 
correctly matched? 

(a)  Bhaskaracharya-Ashtanga Sangraha 
(b)  Bhatti-Sisupala Vadha
(c) Hemachandra-Kathasaritsagara
(d)  Sri Harsha-Naishadha Charita

Explanation :  (D)

The Ashtāngasangraha :

 � It is a Sanskrit text that is considered one 
of the primary texts of Ayurveda. It is part 
of the Brhat Trayi and is thought to have 
been written by the ancient Indian scholar 
Vagbhata. 

 � The Ashtāngasangraha is a systematized 
text of human illness and therapy in six 
sections.

The six sections are known as the Eight 
Branches in Sanskrit, and include:

1. Internal Medicine, 
2. Paediatrics, 
3. Psychiatry, 
4. E.N.T, Toxicology, 
5. Basic Surgery, 
6. Geriatrics,
7. Science of afodisiacs.

Shishupala Vadha :

 � It is a Sanskrit epic poem written by 
Māgha in the 7th or 8th century. The title 
translates to “the slaying of Shishupala”. 
The poem is based on the Mahabharata 
and is considered one of the five Sanskrit 
mahakavyas, or “great epics”. 

 � The story is about Shishupala, the king of 
the Chedis in central India. After insulting 
Krishna several times in an assembly, 
Shishupala enrages him and has his head 
struck off. 

 � The poem is also known as the Māgha-
kāvya after its author. It is regarded as the 
best illustration of ornate poetry in Sanskrit 
Literature. 

 � The story begins when Sage Narada reminds 
Krishna that the demon Hiranyakashipu 
has reincarnated as Shishupala and wishes 
to conquer the entire world.

Kathasaritsagara :

 � It is a collection of Indian legends, 
histories, and folk tales written in Sanskrit 
by Somadeva in the 11th century. The 
title translates to “Ocean of the Streams of 
Stories”. 

 � The book is a retelling of a seventh part of a 
story about sorcerers’ adventures. It begins 
with Shiva telling a new story to Parvati, 
followed by stories by Vararuchi. The book 
emphasizes the story of Udayana and his 
son. 

 � Kathasaritsagara is considered one of the 
most influential non-religious works of 
Sanskrit literature. It has influenced many 
literary works, including The Canterbury 
Tales by Chaucer, Decameron by Boccaccio, 
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and Haroun and the Sea of Stories by 
Salman Rushdie. It is also foundational for 
many of India’s folk tale traditions, such as 
Vetala Pachisi and Panchatantra.

Naishadha Charita :

 � It is a Sanskrit poem about the life of King 
Nala of Nishadha. It is also known as 
Naishadiya Charita and is considered one 
of the five mahakavyas (great epic poems) 
in Sanskrit literature. The poem was 
written by Sriharsha in the court of King 
Jayachandra of Gahadavāla.

 � The language of the poem is said to be 
highly refined and polished. 

 � The story of Naishadha Charita is about 
Nala and Damayanti, the daughter of King 
Bhima of Vidarbha. The poem has 22 
cantos and 2,830 verses.

38. The well-known painting ‘Bani Thani’ 
belongs to the 

(a) Kangra School
(b)  Kishangarh School 
(c) Bundi School 
(d) Jaipur School

Explanation :  (B)

 � The painting “Bani Thani” is part of the 
Kishangarh School of Indian painting. The 
Kishangarh School emerged in the 18th 
century in the Princely State of Kishangarh, 
which is located in Central Rajasthan. 

 � The Kishangarh style of painting is a 
combination of Mughal and local styles. The 
theme of this style is the representation of 
the affection between Krishna and Radha. 

 � “Bani Thani” is an Indian miniature painting 
created by Nihal Chand from the Marwar 
school of Kishangarh. The painting depicts 
a woman who is elegant and graceful. The 
subject of the painting, Bani Thani, was a 
singer and poet in Kishangarh during the 
rule of Sawant Singh. Her portrait is often 
compared with that of the Mona Lisa. 

 � The artists used paper, fine cloth, wooden 
base, marble, ivory panels, and even leather 
for this art. On any of these mediums, 
Bani Thani is painted using vegetable and 

minerals colors, and even pure silver and 
gold is used to make the miniature rich and 
abundant.

Kangra painting :

 � It is the pictorial art of Kangra, named after 
the Kangra State, a former princely state of 
Himachal Pradesh, which patronized the 
art. It became prevalent with the fading 
of Basohli school of painting in mid-
18th century, and soon produced such a 
magnitude in paintings both in content as 
well as volume, that the Pahari painting 
school, came to be known as Kangra 
paintings.

 � Pahari paintings, as the name suggests, 
were paintings executed in the hilly 
regions of India, in the sub-Himalayan 
state of Himachal Pradesh. It is in the 
development and modification of Pahari 
paintings, that the Kangra School features. 
Under the patronage of Maharaja Sansar 
Chand (c.1765–1823), it became the most 
important center of Pahari painting.

The Bundi School :

 � It is an important school of the Rajasthani 
style of Indian miniature painting that 
lasted from the 17th to the end of the 19th 
century in this princely state of Bundi ruled 
by Hadoti Rajputs. 

 � One of the earliest examples of the Bundi 
Paintings is the Chunar Ragamala painted 
in 1561. Bundi paintings emphasized on 
hunting, court scenes, festivals, processions, 
life of nobles, lovers, animals, birds and 
scenes from Lord Krishna’s life.

The Jaipur School of painting :

 � It is a Rajasthani school of painting that 
originated in the early 17th century in 
the old capital of the state of Amber. The 
school’s art developed between the late 16th 
and early 18th century and has elements of 
both the Rajasthani style and the Mughal 
style. 

 � The Jaipur School inherited the cultural 
legacy of the Amber style. The art developed 
under the close affiliation between the 
rulers of Jaipur and the Mughals. The artists 
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painted sets based on Rasikapriya, Gita 
Govinda, Baramasa and Ragamala, where 
the hero’s figure is in striking resemblance 
with the king. 

 � The school reached its apex under the reign 
of Sawai Pratap Singh in the 18th century. 
Suratkhana, or the painting department, 
created miniatures for the Bhagavata 
Purana, Ramayana, Ragamala, and many 
other portraits.

39. Consider the following singers:  

1. Anup Jalota 
2. Chitra Singh
3. Penaz Masani 
4. Parvati Khan 

Among these persons, the well-known 
Ghazal singers include 

Select the correct answer from the above 
statement :

(a)  1, 2 and 3  
(b)  1, 3 and 4
(c)  2, 3 and 4  
(d)  1, 2 and 4

Explanation :  (A)

Anup Jalota, Chitra Singh, and Penaz 
Masani are well-known Ghazal singers:

Anup Jalota :

 � A popular Ghazal singer in the 1980s, 
Jalota is known for his performances in 
the Indian musical form, the bhajan, and 
the Urdu form of poetry, Ghazal. He has 
recorded over 1,500 bhajans, Ghazals, and 
film songs.
Chitra Singh :

 � A renowned Indian Ghazal singer, Chitra 
Singh has performed in hundreds of 
concerts with her husband, the prominent 
Ghazal singer Jagjit Singh. They are 
considered pioneers of modern Ghazal 
singing.
Penaz Masani :

 � A Padmashree Awardee, Penaz Masani is a 
ghazal and Bollywood playback singer with 

20 albums. She has one Platinum and three 
Gold Discs.
Parvati Khan :

 � She is a Trinidadian pop singer and model 
based in India. She is best known for her 
song “Jimmy Jimmy Aaja” from the 1982 
Bollywood movie Disco Dancer. She 
also sang “Khula Thala Chod Aayi” after 
winning a talent contest in Trinidad.

40. Which of the following features are 
associated with the architecture of 
Tughlaq period? 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below the features:

1. Sloping walls
2. Deliberate attempt to combine the 

principles of the arch, the lintel and 
the beam in the buildings 

3. Placing the buildings especially the 
tombs on a high platform

Codes:

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 3
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1 and 2

Explanation :  (D)

 � Features of Hindu influences on Tughlaq 
architecture include the flat lintel instead 
of pointed arch, pillars, windows with 
balconies and eaves and railings. Tughlaqs 
built three main types of tombs: 
1. square, 
2. octagonal and 
3. pavilion. 

 � It was constructed by Ghiyas-ud-din 
Tughlaq.

 � A notable feature of the tomb is the 
sloping walls, at a 75 degree angle with 
the ground instead of vertical walls. This 
architectural style is similar to the sloping 
walls of the Hindola Mahal in Mandu, 
Madhya Pradesh. It is so called because of 
the distinctive sloping walls which give an 
impression that the palace is swaying from 
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side to side. Perhaps the wall design was 
intended to buttress the heavy stone arches 
that support the ceiling. The inside walls 
are vertical and plain.

41. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below them:

List I  List II
(Artiste)  (Instrument)

A. Sadiq Ali Khan  1. Veena 
B. V. G. Jog  2. Sarod
C. Ali Akbar Khan  3. Flute 
D. Pannalal Ghosh  4. Violin

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a) 1 4 2 3
(b) 2 1 3 4
(c) 4 3 1 2
(d) 1 3 2 4

Explanation :  (A)

 � Sadiq Ali Khan (1893-1964) : a renowned 
Veena player, was born in Jaipur. He studied 
at home mainly under his grandfather Ustad 
Rajab Ali Khan. He was a court musician 
of several states including Jhalawar, Alwar 
and Rampur. He was expert in Alapa and 
liked depth in music.

 � Vishnu Govind Jog : better known as V. G. 
Jog (22 February 1922 – 31 January 2004), 
was an Indian violinist. He was the foremost 
exponent of the violin in the Hindustani 
music tradition in the 20th century, and is 
credited for introducing this instrument 
into Hindustani music.

 � Ali Akbar Khan (1922 - 2009)  : was an 
Indian classical musician who is famous 
for his skill with the sarod, a stringed 
instrument from India. The sarod has 
25 strings, 10 of which are plucked with 
a piece of coconut shell. The remaining 
strings resonate sympathetically.

 � Khan was a composer, teacher, and virtuoso 
sarod player who was active in introducing 

classical Indian music to Western audiences. 
He is known for bringing worldwide 
attention to the sarod.

 � Pannalal Ghosh (1911-1960) : was an 
Indian flute player and composer who is 
known as the “Pioneer of Indian Classical 
Flute”. He is credited with making the flute a 
popular concert instrument in Hindustani 
classical music.

1991

42. Which one of the following is correctly 
matched? 

(a)  Thyagaraja - Tamil
(b)  Purandara Das - Kannada
(c)  Jnaneshwar - Bengali
(d) Sankaradeva - Gujarati

Explanation :  (B)

Here are some correct matches:

1. Purandara Das: Kannada
2. Thyagaraja: Telugu
3. Jnaneshwar: Marathi 

 � Purandara Das is known as the father 
of Carnatic music. He is said to have  
composed 475,000 kritis over 40 years. 

 � Thyagaraja is a Carnatic music composer 
and saint-poet. He was born and raised in 
Tamil Nadu, but his songs are in Telugu. 

 � Jnaneshwar, also known as Dnyaneshwar, 
was a Bhakti saint, poet, and philosopher 
from western India. He contributed to the 
Marathi language by writing commentaries 
on the Bhagavad Gita.

43. Mitakshara is 

(a)  A work on astronomy
(b)  A treatise on ancient Hindu law of 

inheritance 
(c)  An Agamic text
(d)  A compendium on medicine

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mitakshara is a Hindu law system that 
governs inheritance and property rights 
among members of a Hindu Undivided 
Family (HUF). It is a legal commentary 
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on the Yajnavalkya Smriti, written by 
Vijñāneśvara in the late eleventh and early 
twelfth century. 

 � Mitakshara is commonly followed in the 
western and southern regions of India. The 
Mitakshara law of succession applies to 
the entire country except West Bengal and 
Assam. 

 � Mitakshara is known for its theory of 
“inheritance by birth”. In the Mitakshara 
system, sons can claim right to the property 
during the lifetime of the father. 

 � Mitakshara and Dayabhaga are two major 
schools of Hindu law that have shaped how 
inheritance laws work in India. Mitakshara 
was the civil law for upper castes and 
Dayabhaga was the civil law for lower 
castes.

44. Of the following centres which is the 
one where the original monasteries 
established by Adi Shankaracharya is not 
found?  

(a)  Puri 
(b)  Kari
(c)  Shringeri 
(d)  Dwarka

Explanation :  (B)

Adi Shankaracharya is said to have 
established four monasteries in the four 
directions of India in the ninth century:

1. Jyotirmath: In the north, in Uttara-
khand

2. Sringeri: In the south
3. Puri: In the east, in Odisha
4. Dwarka: In the west, in Gujarat 

 � The monasteries were established to 
spread the philosophy of Advaita Vedanta 
and the concept of Sanatana dharma. The 
monasteries’ establishment was a significant 
factor in the development of Shankara’s 
teachings into India’s leading philosophy. 

 � The Kanchi Mutt is not one of the four 
monasteries, but it is still revered as it was 
the Hindu seer’s home.

Who was Adi Shankaracharya?

 � Adi Shankara (788–820 CE) was an 
Indian philosopher, theologian, and Vedic 
scholar who is considered one of the most 
influential figures in Indian philosophy. 

 � Shankara is best known for his philosophy 
of Advaita Vedanta, which teaches that 
there is a single reality. His writings focus 
on the identity of the Self (Atman) and 
Brahman. He believed that knowledge is 
the only thing that can save people from 
suffering. 

 � Shankara’s works include commentaries 
on the Brahma-sutra, the principal 
Upanishads, and the Bhagavadgita. He 
is also believed to be an avatar of Lord 
Shiva and founded four mathas, which are 
believed to have helped in the historical 
development of Advaita Vedanta.

45. In his  works, Kalidasa exhibits a 
particular leaning towards the worship of

(a) Vishnu 
(b)  Shiva
(c)  Durga 
(d)  Ganesha

Explanation :  (B)

 � Kalidasa exhibits a particular leaning 
towards the worship of Shiva.

 � Kalidasa was a Classical Sanskrit author 
who is often considered ancient India’s 
greatest poet and playwright. His plays 
and poetry are primarily based on Hindu 
Puranas and philosophy.

 � The majority of Kalidasa’s works depict 
diverse representations of human emotions, 
connections, and experiences.

 � Themes like love, fidelity, loyalty, honor, 
and bravery are addressed throughout his 
plays and poetry.

46. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists: 

List I  List II
A. Khajuraho temple  1. Hoysala   

     style 
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B. Brihadeshwar 
     temple

 2. Pallava style 

C. Hoyalesvara temple  3. Chandel
D. Seven Pagodas  4. Chola

 5. Chedi 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

A B C D

(a)  5 1 3 2
(b)  2 3 1 5
(c)  3 4 1 2
(d)  3 4 5 1 

Explanation :  (C)

The Khajuraho temples :

 � It is in Madhya Pradesh, India which is 
built in the Nagara style. The temples are 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site and are 
known for their Nagara-style architectural 
symbolism and erotic sculptures. 

 � The temples were built between 950 and 
1050 by the Chandela dynasty. The temples 
are divided into three clusters:
1. Eastern, 
2. Western, and 
3. Southern Khajuraho. 

 � The temples are dedicated to Hinduism and 
Jainism, with the Hindu temples dedicated 
to Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu. 

 � The temples are made up of a sanctum, 
a narrow ante-chamber, a transept, 
additional halls, a mandapa or nave, and an 
ambulatory passage.
The Brihadeeswara Temple :

 � It was built by Chola emperor Rajaraja I 
between 1003 and 1010 CE in the Dravidian 
architectural style. The temple is dedicated 
to Lord Shiva and is located in Thanjavur, 
Tamil Nadu, India. 

 � The temple is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and is considered a testament to the 
Chola dynasty’s artistic and architectural 
achievements. The temple’s walls feature 
inscriptions that detail the ruler’s gifts to 
the temple.

The Hoysaleswara Temple in Halebidu :

 � It is an example of Hoysala architecture. 
Hoysala architecture is a Hindu temple 
building style that developed between the 
11th and 14th centuries in the region of 
Karnataka. The temple’s architecture is a 
fusion of Hoysala and Dravidian styles. 

 � The Hoysala Empire was founded by Nripa 
Kama II, who reigned from 1026 CE to 1047 
CE. Other examples of Hoysala architecture 
include the Chennakesava Temple at Belur 
and the Kesava Temple at Somanathapura. 
In 2023, these three temples were given 
UNESCO world heritage site status.

Seven Pagodas :

 � It is also known as Mamallapuram or 
Mahabalipuram, is a structural temple built 
in the Dravidian style of architecture. The 
temple is made of granite blocks and dates 
back to the 8th century AD. 

 � The Pallava dynasty ruled the area from 
the 6th to 9th centuries CE and built the 
monuments at Mamallapuram.

 � The monuments include rock-cut cave 
temples, monolithic free-standing rathas, 
open air-bas-relief, and structural temples. 

 � The Shore Temple is a free-standing rock 
cut structural temple in the Dravidian style. 
Dravidian temples are usually enclosed by 
an outer wall with a large gateway tower. 
The Shore Temple has an octagonal neck 
topped by a round finial.

47. Who is the well-known collector of 
artifacts and curios? 

(a)  Salar Jung 
(b)  Wadeyar
(c)  Rabindranath Tagore 
(d)  Motilal Nehru 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Rabindranath Tagore and Salar Jung are 
both well-known collectors of artifacts and 
curios. 

 � Tagore was interested in collecting art 
objects, antiques, and curios. 

 � Salar Jung was a member of a noble 
Hyderabad family that ruled from 1720 
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to 1948. He was known for his artifact 
collection and even has a museum in 
Hyderabad named after him. He was also 
fond of collecting Qurans.

48. Roman settlement in India is found at 

(a)  Ujjain 
(b)  Kshudrakas
(c)  Arikmedu 
(d)  Koshambi

Explanation :  (C)

 � Arikamedu is a Roman settlement in 
India. It’s located in Kakkayanthope, 
four kilometers from Puducherry town. 
Arikamedu, which means “eroding mud”

 � The city is located along the beautiful 
Ariyankuppam river and is believed to be 
the only city with an archaeological record 
of Roman presence in India.

 � Arikamedu was a Chola port city from 
the 1st century BC. It was a fishing village 
that traded with Roman traders and made 
beads. The site is mentioned in the Periplus 
of the Erythraean Sea, a 1st century CE 
Greco-Roman text that describes the 
Indian Subcontinent’s coastline.

49. Painted greyware is attributed to 

(a)  Vedic period 
(b)  Guptas
(c)  Mauryas 
(d)  Indus valley civilization

Explanation :  (A)

 � Painted Grey Ware (PGW) is associated 
with the Vedic period, which is the 
beginning of the Iron Age. The PGW 
culture likely corresponds to the middle 
and late Vedic period, which is the Kuru-
Panchala kingdom. The Kuru-Panchala 
kingdom was the first large state in the 
Indian subcontinent after the Indus Valley 
civilization declined. 

 � PGW is considered the characteristic 
pottery of the Rig Vedic era. The Rig Vedic 
people were only familiar with PGW 
pottery, while the Later Vedic people were 
familiar with PGW, Black and Red Ware, 

Black Slipped Ware, and Red Ware. 
 � PGW pottery has been found in excavations 

at Hastinapura and Atranjikhera. 
Bhagawanpura is also a PGW site.

50. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists:  

List-1 List-II
A. Classical music 1. Lata Mangeshkar, 

Mukesh, Manna 
Dey 

B. Light classical 
music 

2. Bade Gulam Ali 
Khan, Amir Khan, 
Jasraj 

C. Light music 3. Siddeswari Devi, 
Rasodan Bai, Girija 
Devi 

D. Folk music 4. Teejan Bai, Sheikh 
Gulab, Poorna Das

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

A B C D

(a) 1 2 3 4  
(b) 2 3 1 4
(c) 3 1 2 4 
(d) 1 3 2 4

Explanation :  (B)

The Correct option is B. 2 3 1 4
1992

51. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists: 

List I  List II
A. Nankana  1. Guru Gobind Singh

B. Nanded  2. Guru Amar Das
C. Dera Baba 
Nanak

 3. Guru Ram Das

D. Amritsar  4. Guru Nanak

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:
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ABCD

(a)  4 1 3 2 
(b)  1 3 2 4 
(c)  4 1 2 3 
(d)  3 2 4 1

Explanation :  (A)

A.  Nankana : Guru Nanak
B.  Nanded :  Guru Gobind Singh
C.  Dera Baba Nanak :  Guru Ram Das 

Nanak
D.  Amritsar : Guru Amar Das

52. Which one of the following is a historical 
work by Hemachandra?

(a)  Dvasraya-kavya
(b)  Prabandhachintamani
(c)  Kamatakabhasabhushana
(d) Samaranganasutradhara

Explanation :  (A)

•	 Acharya Hemachandra was a Jain scholar, 
poet, and polymath who wrote several 
historical works, including:
1. Kumarpal Charita: A biography of 

the Indian king Kumarapala

2. Trishashti shalaka purusha charitra: 
An epic Sanskrit poem about the lives 
of 63 Jain figures

3. Dvyashraya Kavya: An epic about 
the history of the Chaulukya dynasty 

 � Hemachandra also wrote Sanskrit and 
Prakrit grammars, textbooks on science 
and Indian philosophy, and several other 
poems.

Prabandha Chintamani :

 � It is a collection of semi-historical 
biographical narratives, or prabandhas, 
written in Sanskrit. It was compiled in 
1304 CE by Jain scholar Merutunga in the 
Vaghela kingdom, which is present-day 
Gujarat. 

 � The book is an important text in Jain 
literature and provides details about the 
political and cultural life of the 14th century. 
It also includes dates for the accession of 

the kings of Anhilvada over a period of 
about 400 years.

Karnataka Bhasha Bhushana :

 � It is a 12th century work on Kannada 
grammar by Nagavarmma. The title 
translates to “Ornament of the Karnataka 
language”. 

 � Nagavarma is considered the greatest 
Kannada grammarian and is also known 
for his works Kavyavalokana, Vastukosa, 
and Varadhamanapurana. Karnataka 
Bhasha Bhushana is a 170-page hardcover 
book published in 2020 by Lewis Rice. It 
includes 280 sutras and romanized verses 
with appended Kannada.

Samarangana Sutradhara :

 � It is an 11th-century poetic treatise on 
classical Indian architecture. The title 
translates literally to “an architect of human 
dwellings”. 

 � The treatise is written in Sanskrit and 
attributed to the Paramar King Bhoja of 
Dhar, Madhya Pradesh. It is composed 
in poetic verses, detailing the theory and 
practice of Hindu temple architecture in 
north, west and south India. 

The treatise covers a wide range of topics, 
including:

 � Town planning, House architecture, Temple 
architecture, Sculpture, Iconography, 
Iconometry, Iconoplastic art, Mudras, 
Creation-theory, Geography. 

 � The treatise is made up of 83 chapters, 7,500 
verses, and an introduction, Sanskrit text, 
and verse-by-verse English translation.

53. Given below are four wonders not usually 
included among the seven wonders of the 
world: 

1. The Great Wall of China
2. The Taj Mahal at Agra
3. The Leaning Tower of Pisa
4. The Angkor Vat Temple in Kampuchea 

What is the correct chronological 
sequence in which they were constructed?



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official218Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

Choose the answer from the codes given 
below. 

(a) 3,2,1 and 4 
(b) 1, 4, 3 and 2
(c) 1, 3, 4 and 2 
(d) 4, 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B) 

•	 The Great Wall of China : In 220 B.C., 
under Qin Shi Huang, sections of earlier 
fortifications were joined together to form 
a united defence system against invasions 
from the north.  

•	 Taj Mahal : Taj Mahal, the pinnacle of 
Mughal architecture. It was commissioned 
in 1632 by the Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan 
(reigned 1628-1658), to house the tomb of 
his favourite wife, Mumtaz Mahal.  

•	 The Leaning Tower of Pisa : Construction 
of the tower occurred in three stages over 
199 years. Work on the ground floor of the 
white marble campanile began on August 
14, 1173.  

•	 Angkor Wat : The initial design and 
construction of the temple took place in 
the first half of the 12th century, during the 
reign of Suryavarman II ruled (1113-1150 
AD). Dedicated to Vishnu, it was built as 
the king’s state temple and capital city.

54. Which one of the following pairs of 
famous sayings and their sources is 
correctly matched?  

(a)  Vasudhaiva Kutumbhakam: Artha 
Sastra 

(b)  Yogakshemam vahamyaham: Rig 
Veda 

(c)  Satyameva jayate : Mundaka 
Upanishad 

(d)  Satyam Shivam Sundaram: Bhagavat 
Gita 

Explanation :  (C)

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” :

 � It is an ancient Indian phrase that means “the 
world is one family”. It has been a guiding 
principle for the Indian family system since 
ancient times. The phrase has become a 

mantra in India’s diplomatic lexicon, and 
many Indian leaders, including Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Narendra Modi, have used it to 
explain the country’s global outlook. 

 � The phrase is from the Maha Upanishad. 
The theme and the logo for India’s G20 
Presidency from December 1, 2022, till 
November 30, 2023 has a mention of 
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” or “One Earth-
One Family-One Future”.

“Yogakshemam Vahamyaham” :

 � It is a Sanskrit slogan that means “Your 
welfare is our responsibility”. It is the 
guiding philosophy of the Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC). The slogan 
is derived from the 22nd verse of the 9th 
chapter of the Bhagavad Gita. In the verse, 
Lord Krishna says, “I personally take care 
of the well-being and protection of those 
who wholeheartedly surrender to me with 
unwavering faith”.

Satyameva Jayate :

 � The national motto of India, which 
translates to “truth alone triumphs”. It is a 
part of a mantra from the Hindu scripture 
Mundaka Upanishad, the concluding part 
of the sacred Hindu Vedas. The motto is 
inscribed in Devanagari script at the base of 
the Lion Capital of Ashoka and is an integral 
part of the Indian national emblem. It was 
adopted as the national motto of India on 
January 26, 1950, the day India became a 
republic.

Satyam Shivam Sundaram :

 � It is a phrase that means truth, goodness, 
and beauty. It is a core value in the Vedas, 
Upnishads, Epics, and Puranas. It is said 
that truth, beauty, and joy are the forms of 
divinity.

55. Thillana is a format of 

(a)  Kathak 
(b)  Kuchipudi
(c)  Odissi 
(d)  Bharatnatyam
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Explanation :  (D)

 � Thillana is a format of Bharatanatyam, a 
classical Indian dance form that originated 
in Tamil Nadu. It is a rhythmic dance that 
is performed at the end of a Bharatanatyam 
recital. 

 � Thillana is a pure dance form that focuses 
on the use of intricate footwork and 
rhythmic movements. It is a presentation 
style in Bharatanatyam where a host of 
dancers perform together, exploring the 
extent of strong kinetics. This style requires 
exemplary skills in terms of rhythm, timing, 
and synchronization. 

 � Thillana is a small composition sung 
towards the end of a Carnatic concert. It 
is one of the most anticipated pieces in the 
recital. Thillanas are popular because of 
their use of Jathis, which are syllables with 
fast pace and mathematical patterns.

Kathak :

 � It is one of the eight major forms of Indian 
classical dance. The origin of Kathak is 
traditionally attributed to the traveling 
bards in ancient northern India known as 
Kathakar or storytellers.

 � The term Kathak is derived from the 
Sanskrit word Katha which means “story”, 
and Kathakar which means “the one who 
tells a story”, or “to do with stories”.

 � Wandering Kathakar communicated stories 
from the great epics and ancient mythology 
through dance, songs and music.

 � Kathak dancers tell various stories through 
their hand movements and extensive 
footwork, their body movements and 
flexibility but most importantly through 
their facial expressions. Kathak often has 
a strong beat, and can be danced in many 
taals. Kathak evolved during the Bhakti 
movement, particularly by incorporating 
the childhood and stories of the Hindu god 
Krishna, as well as independently in the 
courts of north Indian kingdoms.

 � During the period of Mughal rule, the 
emperors were patrons of Kathak dance and 
actively promoted it in their royal courts.

 � Kathak performances include Urdu ghazal 

and commonly used instruments brought 
during the Mughal period. As a result, it 
is the only Indian classical dance form to 
feature Persian elements.

Kuchipudi :

 � It is a classical Indian dance form that 
combines Nritta (pure dance), Nritya 
(expressional dance), and Natya (drama). 
It’s characterized by intricate footwork, 
graceful movements, and subtle facial 
expressions. 

 � Kuchipudi is named after the village of 
Kuchipudi in Andhra Pradesh, where it was 
first performed. It originated in the 17th 
century with the creation of the dance-
drama Bhama Kalapam by Sidhyendra Yogi. 
The dance-drama is about Satyabhāma, the 
jealous wife of the god Krishna. 

 � Kuchipudi is different from the other five 
classical dance styles in India because it 
includes singing. It was originally only 
practiced by men, but later women were 
allowed to participate.

Odissi :

 � It is a classical Indian dance form that 
originated in the temples of Odisha. It is 
one of the eight classical dances of India. 

 � Odissi is characterized by its graceful 
movements and lyrical quality. It is usually 
performed to Orissa classical music, a 
traditional style of Indian classical music 
that originated in the state of Odisha. 

 � Odissi is based on the classical Natya 
Shastra and the Abhinaya Darpana. It is 
considered a dance of love that touches on 
the human and divine aspects of life. 

 � Odissi dance is considered to be one of the 
most complex forms of classical dances. 
It keeps different body parts in sync and 
strengthens the lower half of your body, 
especially muscles of your thighs and 
calves. 

Some features of Odissi dance include:

1. Hasta mudra: Or hand gestures play 
a significant role in Odissi dance.

2. Rhythm: The rhythm is referred to as 
tala in India.
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3. Body movement: Body movement 
and facial expression help to express 
the narrative. 

 � The earliest form of Odissi is said to be the 
Odhra Magadha, which is a southeastern 
style of classical dance.

Bharatanatyam :

 � It is a classical dance form from Tamil 
Nadu, India. It is known for its grace, purity, 
and sculpturesque poses. Bharatanatyam is 
recognized by the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
and expresses South Indian religious 
themes and spiritual ideas, particularly of 
Shaivism and in general of Hinduism.

56. The well known painting, Bani Thani’ 
belongs to the 

(a) Kangra School 
(b) Kishangarh School 
(c)  Bundi School 
(d)  Jaipur School

Explanation :  (B)

 � The painting “Bani Thani” is part of the 
Kishangarh School of Indian painting. The 
Kishangarh School emerged in the 18th 
century in the Princely State of Kishangarh, 
which is located in Central Rajasthan. 

 � The Kishangarh style of painting is a 
combination of Mughal and local styles. The 
theme of this style is the representation of 
the affection between Krishna and Radha. 

 � “Bani Thani” is an Indian miniature painting 
created by Nihal Chand from the Marwar 
school of Kishangarh. The painting depicts 
a woman who is elegant and graceful. The 
subject of the painting, Bani Thani, was a 
singer and poet in Kishangarh during the 
rule of Sawant Singh. Her portrait is often 
compared with that of the Mona Lisa. 

 � The artists used paper, fine cloth, wooden 
base, marble, ivory panels, and even leather 
for this art. On any of these mediums, 
Bani Thani is painted using vegetable and 
minerals colors, and even pure silver and 
gold is used to make the miniature rich and 
abundant.

Kangra painting :

 � It is the pictorial art of Kangra, named after 
the Kangra State, a former princely state of 
Himachal Pradesh, which patronized the 
art. It became prevalent with the fading 
of Basohli school of painting in mid-
18th century, and soon produced such a 
magnitude in paintings both in content as 
well as volume, that the Pahari painting 
school, came to be known as Kangra 
paintings.

 � Pahari paintings, as the name suggests, 
were paintings executed in the hilly 
regions of India, in the sub-Himalayan 
state of Himachal Pradesh. It is in the 
development and modification of Pahari 
paintings, that the Kangra School features. 
Under the patronage of Maharaja Sansar 
Chand (c.1765–1823), it became the most 
important center of Pahari painting.

The Bundi School :

 � It is an important school of the Rajasthani 
style of Indian miniature painting that 
lasted from the 17th to the end of the 19th 
century in this princely state of Bundi ruled 
by Hadoti Rajputs.

 � One of the earliest examples of the Bundi 
Paintings is the Chunar Ragamala painted 
in 1561. Bundi paintings emphasized on 
hunting, court scenes, festivals, processions, 
life of nobles, lovers, animals, birds and 
scenes from Lord Krishna’s life.

The Jaipur School of painting :

 � It is a Rajasthani school of painting that 
originated in the early 17th century in 
the old capital of the state of Amber. The 
school’s art developed between the late 16th 
and early 18th century and has elements of 
both the Rajasthani style and the Mughal 
style. 

 � The Jaipur School inherited the cultural 
legacy of the Amber style. The art developed 
under the close affiliation between the 
rulers of Jaipur and the Mughals. The artists 
painted sets based on Rasikapriya, Gita 
Govinda, Baramasa and Ragamala, where 
the hero’s figure is in striking resemblance 
with the king. 
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 � The school reached its apex under the reign 
of Sawai Pratap Singh in the 18th century. 
Suratkhana, or the painting department, 
created miniatures for the Bhagavata 
Purana, Ramayana, Ragamala, and many 
other portraits.

57. Gupta architecture is represented by 
many brick temples and the temple 
of Bhitargaon is most notable for its 
well preserved and moulded bricks of 
excellent design, this temple has 

(a)  A tall Gopuram 
(b)  A Pyramidal roof 
(c)  An Apsidal plan 
(d)  Double basement

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Bhitargaon Temple is a terraced brick 
building fronted with a terracotta panel. 
Built in the 5th century during the Gupta 
period, it is the oldest remaining brick/
terracotta Hindu shrine with a pyramidal 
roof and a high shikhara, though its upper 
chamber did sustain some damage in the 
18th century.

58. The Chishti saint, in whose honour ‘Urs’ 
is held in Ajmer every year, was 

(a)  Nizamuddin Auliya
(b)  Moin-ud-din
(c)  Nasiruddin Chiragh-i-Delhi
(d)  Hamidud-Din Nagori

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Chishti saint in whose honor the 
annual Urs festival is held in Ajmer is 
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti. 

 � The festival commemorates the death 
anniversary of the Sufi saint, who lived 
from 1143–1236.

 � He is also known as Khwaja Gharib Nawaz 
and is considered the founder of the 
Chishtiya Sufi order in India. 

 � The festival is celebrated with night-long 
qawaali sessions and prayer meetings at the 
Dargah and in homes.

1993

59. The earliest rock-cut caves in western 
India are those at 

(a)  Nasik, Ellora and Ajanta
(b)  Junnar, Kalyan and Pitalkhora
(c)  Ajanta, Bhaja and Kondane
(d)  Bhala, Pitalkhora and Kondane

Explanation :  (C)

 � The earliest rock-cut caves in western 
India are located at Ajanta, Bhaja, and 
Kondane. The Ajanta Caves are a group of 
29 Buddhist caves that date back to the 2nd 
century BC. The caves are located near the 
village of Ajanta in the Aurangabad district 
of Maharashtra. 

 � The Ajanta Caves are Buddhist rock-cut 
cave temples and monasteries that are 
known for their wall paintings. The caves 
were occupied by Buddhist monks from 
200 BCE to 650 AD.

 � After about 850 years of continuous 
occupation, the caves were abandoned 
following the decline of Buddhism in the 
region. 

 � Other early cave temples include the Bhaja 
Caves, the Karla Caves, the Bedse Caves, 
and the Kanheri Caves.

60. In Mughal paintings one notices the 
adoption of principle of foreshortening 
whereby near and distant people and 
things could be placed in perspective. 
This was due to the influence of the 

(a)  British 
(b)  Dutch
(c)  Portuguese 
(d)  Danish 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The principle of foreshortening was adopted 
in Mughal paintings due to the influence of 
European painting. 

 � Foreshortening is a technique that 
compresses long objects to make them 
appear shorter, creating the illusion of depth. 
Renaissance artists used foreshortening to 
create naturalistic art. 
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The Mughals adopted many art techniques 
from the Europeans, including:

1. Foreshortening
2. Pietradura
3. Divinity concept
4. Three-dimensional techniques
5. Light and shade 

 � The Mughals also drew from Persian 
antecedents, bringing the technique of 
foreshortening to Indian painting.

61. Which one of the following pairs of kings 
of ancient and medieval periods of Indian 
history and the works authored by them 
is correctly matched? 

(a) Krishna 
devaraya 

Samaranganasutradhara 

(b) Mahendra 
varman

Mattavilasaprahasana 

(c)  Bhojadeva  Manasollasa
(d)  Somesvara  Amuktamalayada

Explanation :  (B)

Samarangana Sutradhara :

 � It is a 11th-century poetic treatise written 
in Sanskrit by Paramara King Bhoja of 
Dhar, who lived from 1000–1055 AD. The 
work is an encyclopedic study of classical 
Indian architecture, also known as Vastu 
Shastra. The word Samarangana literally 
means “architect of human dwellings” and 
refers to the planning of towns and villages, 
the construction of houses, halls, palaces, 
and various machines.

 � Mahendravarman I (571–630CE) wrote 
the Sanskrit play Mattavilasa Prahasana in 
the early seventh century. The play’s title 
translates to “A Farce of Drunken Sport”. 

 � Mattavilasa Prahasana is a Buddhist text 
that discusses the decline of Buddhism in 
Tamizhakam. Mahendravarman I was a 
Pallava King who also expanded the Pallava 
Kingdom and introduced many ornate 
temples and monuments in southern India.
The Mānasollāsa :

 � It is also known as Abhilashitartha 

Chintamani, is a Sanskrit text written by 
the Kalyani Chalukya king Someshvara III 
in the early 12th century. The book is also 
known as a manual of instruction for kings. 

 � Someshvara III ruled over the Karnataka-
Andhra regions from 1126–1138. The 
book includes a mention of the Chitrakathi 
tradition, which is the use of wooden 
puppets to tell the stories of the Ramayana 
and Mahabharata.

 � Krishnadevaraya, the ruler of the 
Vijayanagara Empire, wrote the Telugu 
epic poem Amuktamalyada in the early 
16th century. The title translates to “One 
who offered the garland after wearing it 
himself ”. 

 � Krishnadevaraya was the third ruler of the 
Tuluva Dynasty and is considered to be its 
greatest ruler. He reigned from 1509–1529 
and was a polyglot, fluent in Kannada, 
Sanskrit, Telugu, and Tamil. 

 � Amuktamalyada is a long poem of about 
875 verses that brings together several 
diverse themes.

62. Which one of the following monuments 
figured in the news recently in connection 
with a fall of some of its parts and its 
consequent archaeological conservation? 

(a) Jagannath Temple, Puri
(b)  Sun Temple, Konark
(c) Khandariya Mahadeva Temple, 

Khajuraho 
(d)  Chaunsat Yogini Temple, Bheraghat

Explanation :  (A)

Jagannath Temple :

 � It is an important Hindu temple in Puri, 
Odisha, that is dedicated to Jagannath, a 
form of Vishnu. The temple is part of the 
Char Dham pilgrimages, which also include 
Badrinath, Dwaraka, and Rameswaram. 

 � The state government of Odisha has decided 
to use facial recognition technology 
based on artificial intelligence (AI) at 
the Jagannath Temple in Puri to prevent 
stampedes and track criminals.
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The Konark Sun Temple :

 � The Konark Sun Temple is also known 
as the Black Pagoda. It is a 13th-century 
Hindu temple in Konark, Odisha, India. 
The temple is dedicated to the Hindu sun 
god Surya, and is considered a pinnacle of 
Hindu

Orissan architecture :

 � The temple’s name comes from the Sanskrit 
words Kona (angle) and Arka (sun). The 
temple is associated with the legend of 
Samba, the son of Krishna, who was cured 
of leprosy by the sun god’s blessings. 

 � The temple is known for its sculptural 
innovations and the quality of its carvings. 
It features 24 wheels, representing the 
wheels of Surya’s sun chariot. The 12 wheels 
represent the 12 months of the year, and the 
8 spokes represent the 8 prahars or time 
divisions of the day.

Kandariya Mahadeva Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in the Khajuraho 
Group of Monuments in the Chhatarpur 
district of Madhya Pradesh, India. Built 
between 1025-1050 AD, the temple is the 
largest and most ornate in the medieval 
temple group. It’s also known as the “Great 
God of the Cave”. 

 � The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva and 
is considered one of the best examples 
of temples preserved from the medieval 
period in India. It’s built in the shape of a 
steep mountain, with 84 mini shikharas on 
the roof to represent the minor mountain 
peaks around Mount Meru.

The temple’s main features include:

1. A marble shivalingam in the sanctum
2. About 870 sculptures, including erotic 

statues
3. Nagara-style architectural symbolism

 � The temple complex is spread over 6 square 
kilometers (2.3 sq mi) in the Khajuraho 
village, to the west of the Vishnu temple.
Chausath Yogini Temple :

 � It is also known as the Golaki Math, is 
a Hindu temple in Bhedaghat, Madhya 

Pradesh. It is a popular heritage tourism 
attraction and is often considered part of 
Jabalpur sightseeing. 

 � The temple is a circular structure with a 
diameter of 130 feet and an inner diameter 
of 116 meters. It has 64 small shrines, each 
dedicated to one of the yoginis. The main 
shrine is dedicated to the goddess Durga, 
who is considered to be the chief among 
the yoginis. The temple also has 84 cells 
that form a full circle. 

 � The temple is built in the 11th century A.D. 
and is located on a hilltop in Bhedaghat. 
Around 150 steep steps lead to the shrine, 
which is at a good height.

63. Consider the following passage: “In the 
course of a career on the road spanning 
almost thirty years, he crossed the 
breadth of the Eastern hemisphere, 
visited territories equivalent to about 44 
modern countries, and put behind him a 
a total distance of approximately 73,000 
miles.” The world’s greatest traveller of 
pre-modern times to whom the above 
passage refers is 

(a)  Megasthenes 
(b)  Fa-Hien
(c)  Marco Polo
(d)  Ibn Battuta

Explanation :  (C)

 � The passage refers to Marco Polo, one of the 
first and most famous Europeans to travel 
to Asia during the Middle Ages. 

 � The Eastern Hemisphere is the half of 
the planet Earth that is east of the prime 
meridian and west of the antimeridian. It 
is also used to refer to Afro-Eurasia and 
Australia.

1994

64. The statue of Gomateswara at 
Sravanabelagola was built by 

(a) Chandragupta Maurya
(b)  Kharavela 
(c)  Amoghavarsha
(d)  Chamundaraya
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Explanation :  (D)

 � The statue of Gomateshwara at 
Shravanabelagola was built by 
Chavundaraya, a minister in the Ganga 
dynasty, in 983 CE. The statue is 57 feet tall 
and is carved from a single block of granite. 
It is located on the top of Vindhyagiri Hill. 

 � The statue is considered one of the world’s 
tallest free-standing monolithic statues. It 
was the tallest Jain statue until 2016.

 � The statue is also known as Bahubali, and is 
a major pilgrimage site for Jains.

 � According to Jainism, Bahubali was the 
second of the hundred sons of Rishabha, 
the first Tirthankara, and king of Podanpur.

65. Which one of the following is a language of 
Baluchistan but linguistically Dravidian? 

(a)  Brahui 
(b)  Kui
(c)  Parji 
(d)  Pengo

Explanation :  (A)

 � Brahui is a Dravidian language spoken by 
the Brahui people, who are mainly found 
in the Pakistani province of Balochistan. 
Brahui is the only Dravidian language 
spoken in Pakistan. 

 � Brahui is a far northwestern member of 
the Dravidian family of languages. It has 
integrated elements from Persian, Sindhi, 
Balochi, and other languages. 

 � Small groups of Brahui speakers are also 
found in Irani Balochistan, Afghanistan, 
and in and around the Marw oasis in 
Turkmenistan.

66. Vidhushaka, a common character in 
Sanskrit drama, is invariably a  

(a)  Brahmana 
(b)  Kshatriya
(c)  Vaisya 
(d)  Shudra

Explanation :  (A)

 � In Sanskrit drama, the character Vidushaka 
is usually a male Brahmin. The Vidushaka 

is a witty and humorous companion to the 
main characters. They are often depicted as 
a dwarf-like figure with a tuft on their head 
and a staff in their hand. 

 � The Vidushaka is a clown orjester character. 
They are used to introduce subjects or the 
background of a story, or to portray events 
that are otherwise forbidden by protocol on 
stage. 

 � The Vidushaka is usually a confident 
attendant of the hero.

 � They are educated in Sanskrit, but speak 
in Prakrit, the vernacular language of the 
time.

 � The Vidushaka is a cheerful, amusing, and 
often mirthful friend of the hero. They are 
liked by the female attendants of the queen.

67. “Live well, as long as you live. Live well 
even by borrowings, for, once cremated, 
there is no ‘return.” This rejection of 
after-life in an aphorism of the 

(a)  Kapalika sect
(b) Sunyavada of Nagarjuna
(c)  Ajivikas
(d) Charvakas

Explanation :  (D)

 � Charvaka, also known as Lokayata, is an 
ancient school of Indian materialism. 
Charvaka holds direct perception, 
empiricism, and conditional inference as 
proper sources of knowledge, embraces 
philosophical skepticism and rejects 
ritualism, and supernaturalism.

The Kapalika sect :

 � They were a group of Shaivite ascetics who 
practiced a tantric form of Saivism from 
the 8th to the 13th century. The name 
“Kapalika” literally means “skull-men” 
because they carried a skull-topped staff 
and a cranium begging bowl. 

 � The Kapalika sect are known for their 
esoteric rituals, which allegedly included 
animal and human sacrifice. However, 
there is no evidence for the latter. Some 
members of the Kapalika-s are thought 
to have written the Bhairava Tantra-s, 
including the Kaula Tantra-s subdivision. 
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 � The Kapalika sect are one of the more 
radical sects to have existed.

Sunyavada, or the “Doctrine of Void”:

 � It is the philosophy of Nagarjuna, a 
Buddhist monk who lived from 150 to 
250 CE. Sunyavada is a major school of 
Buddhism, and Nagarjuna is considered 
the first to systematically expound it. 

 � Nagarjuna’s philosophy is based on 
the Buddhist theory of “dependent 
origination” (pratitya-samutpada). This 
doctrine states that whatever exists, exists 
as being dependent on its causes and 
conditions. Nagarjuna’s central concept 
is the “emptiness (sunyata) of all things 
(dharmas)”. This concept points to the 
ever-changing and therefore never fixed 
nature of all phenomena. 

 � Nagarjuna’s arguments cover a number of 
topics, including knowledge. He listed four 
epistemic instruments: 
1. perception, 
2. inference,
3. recognition of likeness, and 
4. something else. 

 � According to Kumarajiva, Nagarjuna was 
born at the foot of an Arjuna tree to a 
brahmin family in South India. He excelled 
in the traditional religious and secular 
subjects studied by the Indian priestly caste 
and by the age of twenty was renowned for 
his learning.

The Ajivikas :

 � They were an ancient Indian philosophical 
sect and ascetic movement that lasted until 
the 14th century. The Ajivikas believed that 
everything is predetermined by fate, and 
that human actions have no consequence. 
They also believed in karma and liberation. 

 � The Ajivikas were a rival to Buddhism and 
Jainism, and were popular during the reign 
of the Mauryan Emperor Bindusara. The 
Ajivikas believed in rebirth and a doctrine 
of reanimation, which is the idea that one 
person’s soul can be reanimated in the dead 
bodies of others. 

 � The Ajivikas were founded by Goshala 
Maskariputra, a friend of Mahavira, the 
24th Tirthankara. The name Ajivika may 
mean “following the ascetic way of life”.

68. The caves and rock-cut temples at Ellora 
are 

(a)  Buddhist
(b)  Buddhist and Jain
(c)  Hindu and Jain
(d)  Hindu, Buddhist and Jain

Explanation :  (D)

 � The caves and rock-cut temples at Ellora 
are Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain. 

 � The Ellora Caves are a multi-religious 
complex of over 100 caves, 34 of which are 
open to the public. The caves were built 
during the Satavahana period, which is 
part of the Vedic Dynasty. The caves were 
constructed close together to illustrate the 
religious harmony that existed in ancient 
India. 

 � The caves are affiliated with three of 
India’s religious traditions: 
1. Hinduism, 
2. Buddhism, and 
3. Jainism. 

 � The 12 Buddhist caves were built during 
the 5th-7th century, and the five Jain caves 
belong to the 9th and 10th centuries. 

 � The Ellora Caves are considered one of the 
finest examples of rock-cut architecture 
and were declared a World Heritage Site in 
1983.  

1996

69. Prem Vatika, poems on the life of Krishna, 
was composed by 

(a) Bihari 
(b) Surdas
(c) Raskhan
(d) Kabir

Explanation :  (C)

 � The poet Raskhan composed the poems 
Prem Vatika, which are about the life and 
divine love of Lord Krishna. Raskhan was a 
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16th-century poet who wrote primarily in 
Braj Bhasha, a dialect of Hindi. 

 � Raskhan’s real name was Syed Ibrahim 
Khan. He became a devotee of Lord Krishna 
in his early life and wrote many things 
inspired by him. He spent his entire life in 
Brindavan and died around 1628 A.D..

70. Which one of the following temples 
figured in the news regarding the 
institution of the Devadasis? 

(a)  Jagannath temple, Puri
(b)  Pasupatinath temple, Kathmandu
(c)  Kandariyamahadev temple, 

Khajuraho 
(d)  Chaunsathyogini temple, Bheraghat

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Jagannath Temple in Puri has been 
historically associated with the institution 
of the Devadasis. The Devadasi system 
became prevalent from the Chola period, 
when temples became large complexes 
that required a large number of permanent 
women workers. 

 � In the Jagannath Temple, Devadasis 
would dance in the main hall after Lord 
Jagannatha gave Darshana to the devotees. 
The Devadasis would perform pure 
dance, accompanied by musicians and the 
Rajaguru (the court guru). The audience 
could watch the Devadasis dance. 

 � The Jagannath Temple administration 
attempted to enroll fresh Devadasis to 
keep the 800-year-old tradition alive, 
but the effort failed due to nationwide 
protest and because no girl volunteered. In 
2021, Parasmani Devi, the last surviving 
“devadasi” of the Shri Jagannath Temple, 
died at the age of 90.

Jagannath Temple :

 � It is an important Hindu temple in Puri, 
Odisha, that is dedicated to Jagannath, a 
form of Vishnu. The temple is part of the 
Char Dham pilgrimages, which also include 
Badrinath, Dwaraka, and Rameswaram. 

 � The state government of Odisha has decided 
to use facial recognition technology 

based on artificial intelligence (AI) at 
the Jagannath Temple in Puri to prevent 
stampedes and track criminals.

Pashupatinath Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. It’s located on both sides of the 
Bagmati River, on the eastern outskirts of 
Kathmandu. 

 � The temple is dedicated to Pashupati, a form 
of Shiva. It is considered one of the holiest 
Hindu shrines in Nepal and was classified 
as a World Heritage Site in 1979.  

Kandariya Mahadeva Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in the Khajuraho Group 
of Monuments in the Chhatarpur district 
of Madhya Pradesh, India. The temple is 
dedicated to Lord Shiva and is known for 
its elaborate Nagara style architecture. 

 � The temple’s name means “the Great God 
of the Cave”. It’s the largest and most ornate 
temple in the medieval temple group, and 
is considered one of the best examples of 
medieval temples in India. The temple is 
built in the shape of a steep mountain, with 
84 mini shikharas on its roof representing 
the minor peaks around Mount Meru. The 
temple’s 30.5-meter-long structure was 
built between 1025 and 1050 and represents 
the high point of Chandela architecture.

The Chausath Yogini temple in Morena :

 � It is an 11th-century temple located in 
Mitaoli village, 40 km from Gwalior. 
The temple is also known as Ekattarso 
Mahadeva Temple. 

 � According to an inscription from 1323 CE, 
the temple was built by King Devapala of 
the Kachchhapaghata dynasty. The temple 
is made of sand and granite stones and has 
a circular shape with a 130 m outer wall and 
116 m inner wall. Some say it is a beautiful 
piece of heritage and a good place to visit.

71. According to ancient Indian cosmogonic 
ideas the sequential order of the cycle of 
four acons (Yugas) is 

(a)  Dvapara, Krita, Treta and Kali 
(b)  Krita, Dvapara, Treta and Kali 
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(c)  Krita, Treta, Dvapara and Kali 
(d)  Treta, Dvapara, Kali and Krita

Explanation :  (C)

 � According to ancient Indian cosmogonic 
ideas, the sequential order of the cycle of 
four aeons (yugas) is Krita, Treta, Dvapara, 
and Kali.

Krita Yuga :

 � It is the first and best of the four yugas, or 
world ages, in a Yuga Cycle. It is also known 
as Satya Yuga, or the Golden Age. 

 � Krita Yuga lasts for 1,728,000 years, with 
400 years each of the beginning and end 
transitions (sandhyas), making it 4,800 
years. 

 � Krita Yuga is an age of perfection, truth, and 
goodness. It is named as such because there 
was only one religion, all men were saintly, 
and therefore they were not required to 
perform religious ceremonies. 

 � During Krita Yuga, the process of self-
realization is meditation on Visnu. The 
average life span at the beginning of the 
yuga is 100,000 years.

Treta Yuga :

 � It is the second of four yugas in a Yuga 
Cycle. The word “Treta Yuga” means “three 
collections” or “age of three”. It lasts for 
1,296,000 years, which is three times the 
length of the Kali Yuga. 

 � Treta Yuga is preceded by the Satya 
Yuga and followed by the Dvapara Yuga. 
According to Hindu mythology, the events 
of the Ramayana take place in Treta Yuga.

Other important events that occur during 
Treta Yuga include:

1. The appearance of agriculture and 
mining

2. The rise of Lord Rama as a beacon of 
righteousness

3. The appearance of three avatars of Lord 
Vishnu, i) Vamana, ii) Parashurama, 
and iii) Rama, respectively

4. The building of great and tall stone 
structures across the earth

Dvapara Yuga :

 � It is the third and third-best of the four 
yugas in a Yuga Cycle. It lasts for 864,000 
years.

 � According to the Puranas, this yuga ended 
when Krishna returned to his eternal home 
in Vaikuntha. 

Here are some other characteristics of 
Dvapara Yuga:

1. Religion: Religion is based on two 
principles: honesty and compassion.

2. Energy: This age is referred to as the 
age of energy because in this age we 
are better able to understand and har-
ness energy than in Kali Yuga.

3. Technology: Technology is booming 
and all sorts of new religions, philos-
ophies, and scientific discoveries are 
popping up.

4. Ego: The ego in Dua para Yuga is en-
ergized.

Kali Yuga :

 � It is the fourth and final Yuga in the cycle 
of ages. It is believed to have begun in 3102 
BCE and last for 432,000 years. 

 � Kali Yuga is known as the age of darkness, 
ignorance, and devastation. It is believed to 
be the present age, full of conflict and sin.

Some characteristics of the Kali Yuga 
include:

1. An increase in diseases and disorders
2. People accept harsh and cruel 

conditions as basic to life
3. People will indulge in trade and 

commercial activity, even though 
having the outward appearance of 
saints

4. A man will be friends only with his 
wife

5. People will exhibit ingenuity and skill 
in engineering 

 � Near the end of Kali Yuga, a cataclysm 
and a re-establishment of dharma occur to 
usher in the next cycle’s Krita (Satya) Yuga.
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72. The term apabhramsa was used in 
medieval Sanskrit texts to denote 

(a)  outcastes among the Rajputs
(b) deviations from Vedic rituals
(c) early forms of some of the modern 

Indian languages
(d)  non-Sanskrit verse metres

Explanation :  (C)

 � The term apabhramsa was used in medieval 
Sanskrit texts to describe the Prakrit 
languages that evolved from Sanskrit. The 
term comes from Sanskrit, where “apa” 
means “away” or “off ” and “bhramsa” 
means “deviation” or “corruption”. 

 � Apabhramsa is a term that is collectively 
provided to the dialects that deviate from 
Sanskrit. It literally means “corrupt” or 
“non-grammatical language”, that which 
deviates from the norm of Sanskrit 
grammar. 

 � Apabhramsa was used to denote the forms 
of some modern Indian languages spoken 
in North India. It was the most vibrant 
language of colloquial and literary works in 
North India.

73. Which one of the following sculptures 
invariably used green schist as the 
medium? 

(a) Maurya sculptures 
(b)  Mathura sculptures 
(c) Bharhut sculptures
(d) Gandhara sculptures 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Gandhara sculptures and Bharhut 
sculptures both used green schist as a 
medium. 
Green schist :

 � It is a metamorphic rock that can be used 
to create sculptures. Gandhara sculptures 
are a major school of art in ancient India 
that were influenced by the Greco-Roman 
style. The Bharhut stupa may have been 
established by the Maurya King Ashoka in 
the 3rd century BCE, but many works of art 
were added during the Sunga period, from 
2nd century BCE.

Mauryan sculptures :

 � They are often carved figures of animals and 
humans that emphasize the cultural and 
religious themes of the time. The sculptures 
are usually placed on a circular or square 
abacus, and decorated with stylized lotuses. 

Some examples of Mauryan sculptures 
include:

1. Lion Capital of Sarnath
2. Yaksha and Yakshini figures
3. Yakshini of Didarganj
4. Elephant sculpture at Dhauli 

 � Mauryan sculptures can be divided into 
two categories: 
1. Court art, 
2. Popular art. 

 � Court art includes pillars and their capitals. 
Popular art includes Yakshas and Yakshinis. 

 � The Mauryan Empire, which formed 
around 321 B.C.E. and ended in 185 B.C.E., 
was the first pan-Indian empire. It covered 
most of the Indian region, including parts 
of modern-day Iran.

Mathura sculptures :

 � They are a type of Indian art that began in 
the 2nd century BCE and are almost entirely 
preserved as sculptures. The sculptures 
depict all three religions: 
1. Hinduism,
2. Buddhism, and
3. Jainism. 

 � The Mathura school of sculpture was 
patronized by the Kushana rulers and 
used spotted sandstone as their preferred 
medium. 

Mathura sculptures include:

Buddha :

 � The Buddha is depicted with broad 
shoulders, a large chest, and legs apart, 
conveying a sense of energy. The Buddha’s 
right arm is raised in a gesture of reassurance 
called abhaya-mudra. The Buddha’s divinity 
is indicated by the wheels on his palms and 
feet, and the lotuses on his feet.
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Jain tirthankaras :

 � Some of the first anthropomorphic forms 
of the Buddha and of Jain tirthankaras are 
among these sculptures.

Yakshas :

 � Monumental depictions of yakshas are also 
included in these sculptures.

Vaishnava iconography :

 � Significant Vaishnava iconography also 
developed in Mathura, which many Hindu 
sects believe to be the birthplace of Krishna, 
an avatar of Vishnu. 

Other styles of Mathura sculpture include 

1. In-the-round statuary
2. Jain reliefs
3. Grapevine and garland designs
4. Calligraphy

The Bharhut sculptures :

 � They are some of the earliest examples of 
Indian and Buddhist art. They date back 
to the Shunga period, around the mid-2nd 
century BCE. The sculptures were part of the 
Bharhut stupa, a Buddhist commemorative 
monument in Madhya Pradesh, India. The 
Bharhut stupa dates back to around 125–
73 BCE.  The Bharhut sculptures include 
railings and entrance gateways.

 � The railings, or vedas, were 3 meters tall 
and had a circumference of 20 meters.

 � The carvings on the railings include 
depictions of the Jatakas, individual figures, 
deities, and plant and animal motifs. 

 � The Bharhut sculptures are unique in that 
each panel is labeled in Brahmi characters. 
The sculptures are considered a virtual 
library of early Buddhist iconographic 
motifs. 

 � Most of the remaining Bharhut sculptures 
are now in the Indian Museum in Kolkata.

Gandhara art :

 � It is a style of Buddhist sculpture that 
originated in the Gandhara region of the 
Indian subcontinent. The region is now 
located in northwestern Pakistan and 

eastern Afghanistan. Gandhara art was 
produced between the 1st century BC and 
the 7th century AD. 

 � The style is of Greco-Roman origin and 
seems to have flourished during the Kushan 
dynasty. The earliest examples of iconic 
sculpture in the region date back to the 
late first century BCE. The only surviving 
examples are reliefs of bodhisattvas 
that were likely part of the stupas and 
monasteries in the region. 

 � One example of Gandhara art is The 
Birth and the First Seven Steps of the 
Buddha, a gray schist relief from the 2nd 
or 3rd century CE. It is currently in the Art 
Institute of Chicago.

74. Which one of the following pairs is 
correctly matched? 

(a)  Naqqual : Bihar
(b)  Tamasha : Orissa 
(c)  Ankia Nat : Assam 
(d)  Baha : Punjab

Explanation :  (C)

The Naqqal :

 � They are a Muslim community in India, 
found in the states of Delhi and Uttar 
Pradesh. They are also known as the 
Kashmiri Bhand and Kashmiri Shaikh. The 
Naqqal are a sub-group of the larger Bhand 
community.

Tamasha :

 � It is a traditional form of Marathi theater 
that involves singing, dancing, skits, 
mimicry, poetry, and farce. It is a popular 
folk performance from Maharashtra, India 
that combines erotic themes and double 
entendres. Tamasha often expresses social 
and political themes. 

 � Tamasha is an erotic form of Indian folk 
drama that began in the early 18th century 
in Maharashtra. In other forms of Indian 
folk theater, men are cast in the major roles, 
but in tamasha, the leading female role is 
played by a woman.



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official230Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

Ankia Nat :

 � It is a one-act play that originated in Assam, 
India. It is performed in the style of an opera 
and depicts events from the life of Krishna. 
The plays are written in a language called 
Brajavali, which is an artificial Assamese 
Maithili mixed language. 

 � Ankia Nat is said to have been invented 
by the medieval saint and social reformer 
Srimanta Sankardeva and his disciple 
Mahadeva in the 16th century.

 � The plays are a combination of pre-modern 
Assamese puppet dances, Ozha-Pali, and 
other Indian theatrical institutions. They 
also incorporate Sanskrit play techniques 
and practices. 

 � Ankia Nat plays typically combine live 
instruments, singers, dance, and elaborate 
costumes. In Assam, Ankia Nat is also 
known as Bhaona.

 � The Bahá’í teachings offer a perspective 
on art and its practice. The teachings say 
that art is a reflection of God’s names, the 
Fashioner, and the creative process. Bahá’ís 
believe that creating art is an act of worship. 
They also say that true art is a reflection of 
divine inspiration. 

 � The Bahá’í community values artistic 
expression. They encourage artists to help 
ennoble the human soul and to give creative 
expression to their beliefs. Bahá’ís also 
believe that gifted people in music, drama, 
and visual arts can exercise their talents in 
ways that serve the community.

75. Which one of the following pairs is 
correctly matched? 

(a)  Guru Amar Das : Miri and Piri 
(b)  Guru Arjan Dev : Adi Granth 
(c)  Guru Ram Das : Dal Khalsa 
(d)  Guru Gobind Singh : Manji

Explanation :  (B)

 � The correct pair is Guru Arjan Dev and Adi 
Granth.

 � Guru Arjan Dev, the fifth Guru of Sikhism, 
compiled the Adi Granth, also known as 
the Guru Granth Sahib. Guru Arjan Dev 

lived from 1563–1606 and was executed by 
the Emperor.

Miri and Piri :

 � They are two swords worn by the sixth Sikh 
Guru, Hargobind Singh Ji.

The swords represent temporal and 
spiritual power, respectively:

•	 Miri: Comes from the Perso-Arabic 
word “Amir” or “Emir” and means po-
litical power.

•	 Piri: Comes from the Perso-Arabic 
word “Pir” and means spiritual power. 

 � The concept of “The Mir and the Pir” 
(temporal power and spiritual authority) 
was introduced by Hargobind, who is also 
known as Miri Piri de Malik, meaning “the 
King of the temporal and spiritual powers”. 

 � The concept of Miri-Piri is a political-
spiritual doctrine in Sikhism that is rooted 
in both the worldly and the timeless, and in 
sovereignty beyond the nation-states.

Dal Khalsa :

 � It was the name of the combined military 
forces of 11 Sikh misls that operated in the 
18th century (1735–1799) in the Punjab 
region. The military force was established 
by Nawab Kapur Singh in the mid 1730s.

Manji :

 � A Sikh religious administrative unit, 
similar to a parish or diocese, founded by 
the third Guru of Sikhism, Guru Amar 
Das. The Manji system is a system where 
Guru Amar Das divided the spiritual realm 
into 22 parts, called Manji, and appoints a 
Sikh to preach sermons in each part.

76. The Nagara, the Dravida and the Vesara 
are 

(a)  the three main racial groups of the 
Indian subcontinent

(b)  the three main linguistic divisions 
into which the languages of India can 
be classified

(c)  the three main styles of Indian temple 
architecture
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(d) the three main musical gharanas 
prevalent in India

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Nagara, Dravida, and Vesara are three 
main styles of Hindu temple architecture in 
India.

The Nagara style :

 � It is a Hindu style of temple architecture that 
originated in northern India. It’s popular 
in Northern, Western, and Eastern India, 
especially in the regions around Malwa, 
Rajputana, and Kalinga. 

Here are some features of the Nagara 
style:

1. Raised plinth :

 � The temple is built on a raised stone 
platform with steps leading up to it.

2. Garbha griha

 � The garbha griha, or sanctum sanctorum, 
is the most sacred part of the temple. It’s a 
perfect square and houses the image or idol 
of the main deity.

3. Shikhara :

 � The most distinguishable aspect of Nagara 
style temples is the towering shikhara, 
or “mountain peak”, that towers over the 
garbha griha. The earliest temples have 
just one shikhara, but later temples have 
several. The garbhagriha is always located 
directly under the tallest tower.

4. Kalasha :

 � The shikhara is topped by a bulbous finial 
called a kalasha.

5. Plan :

 � The plan of a Nagara style of temple is four-
sided, but the whole temple plan could be 
oblong.

6. Subdivisions :

 � There are many subdivisions of nagara 
temples depending on the shape of the 
shikhara.

Here are some examples of Nagara style 
temples:

1. Kandariya Mahadeva Temple: Lo-
cated in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh

2. Jagdish Temple: Located in Udaipur, 
Rajasthan

3. Khajuraho temple complex: A UNE-
SCO World Heritage Site

4. Konark Sun Temple: A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site

5. Mahabodhi Temple: A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site

6. Sun Temple in Modhera, Gujarat: 
An example of Nagara-style temple 
architecture

7. Ossian Temple in Gujarat: An exam-
ple of Nagara-style temple architec-
ture

Dravidian architecture :

 � It is a style of temple architecture that 
originated in South India during the Gupta 
period. It’s one of the three main styles of 
Indian temple architecture, along with the 
Nagara and Vesara styles. 

Here are some features of Dravidian 
architecture:

1. Compound wall: The temple is sur-
rounded by a compound wall.

2. Gopuram: The entrance gateway is 
located in the center of the front wall.

3. Vimana: The main temple tower is a 
stepped pyramid that rises geomet-
rically. The vimana is also known as 
the gopuram or shikhara. It’s typically 
adorned with intricate carvings and 
sculptures, and often has multiple 
tiers.

4. Pillars and pilasters: The temple has 
pillars and pilasters.

5. Curved top: The temple has a curved 
top.

6. Boundary walls: The temple has 
boundary walls.

7. Water tank: The temple enclosure has 
a water tank.
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8. Panchayatan style: The temple 
grounds are designed in the pancha-
yatan style, with a main temple and 
four smaller shrines. 

 � Some examples of Dravidian temples include 
the Brihadeeshwara temple at Thanjavur 
and the Gangaikondacholapuram temple.

The Vesara style of temple architecture :

 � It is a combination of the Dravidian and 
Nagara styles of temple architecture. It’s a 
hybrid form of Indian temple architecture, 
with the plan and shape of South Indian 
temples and the details of North Indian 
temples. 

 � The Vesara style is said to have originated 
in the mid-seventh century A.D. with the 
later Chalukya rulers. The word “Vesara” 
is derived from the Sanskrit word vishra, 
which means “an area to walk for a long 
time”. 

Some features of the Vesara style include:

1. Dravidian vimana
2. Nagara-type faceted walls
3. Selective merging of the
4. Nagara and Dravida orders
5. A star-shaped plan
6. Projecting angles in circles with 

centers in the middle of the shrine 
and mandap

7. Pillars, doorways, ceilings are 
decorated with intricate carvings

8. A usually pyramidal tower, similar 
to the Dravida style, but may lack 
the stepped appearance seen in pure 
Dravida architecture 

 � Some  famous temples of Vesara style are  the 
Kailashnath temple, Ellora, Chennakesava 
temple, Virupaksha temple, and Ladkhan 
temple.

77. According to the Mimamsa system of 
philosophy, liberation is possible by 
means of 

(a)  Jnana 
(b)  Bhakti
(c)  Yoga 
(d)  Karma

Explanation :  (D)

 � According to the Mimamsa system of 
philosophy, liberation is possible through 
karma. 

 � The Mimamsa system of philosophy is based 
on the Mimamsa Sutras of sage Jaimini. 
It believes that the Vedas are eternal and 
authoritative, and that performing Vedic 
rituals is the way to achieve liberation. 

 � The Mimamsa system holds that every 
action has a consequence, and that one’s 
present life is a result of one’s past actions. 
Therefore, one must perform actions in 
accordance with dharma to ensure a good 
future and ultimately attain liberation. 

 � The goal of Mimamsa is to provide 
enlightenment on dharma. Dharma is 
understood as the set of ritual obligations 
and prerogatives that, if properly 
performed, maintains the harmony of the 
world and furthers the personal goals of the 
performer.

78. The Mughal School of Painting formed 
the spinal column of the various schools 
of Indian miniature art. Which one of the 
following painting styles was not affected 
by Mughal painting? 

(a)  Pahari 
(b) Rajasthani
(c) Kangra 
(d) Kalighata

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Kalighata painting style was not 
affected by Mughal painting. 

 � The Mughal School of Miniature Painting 
was a significant development in the 
16th century in the northern Indian 
subcontinent. The school was a combination 
of Persian and Indian miniature painting 
styles. It is considered a landmark in the 
history of Indian painting. 
The Mughal School of Painting influenced 
many Indian miniature art schools, 
including:

1. Pala School of Miniature Painting
2. Jaina School of Miniature Painting
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3. Rajasthan School of Miniature 
Painting

4. Orissa School of Miniature Painting
5. Pahari School of Miniature Painting
6. Deccan School of Miniature Painting 

Kalighat paintings :

 � They are a traditional Indian art form that 
originated in Kolkata in the 19th century. 
They are known for their bright colors, 
bold outlines, and stylized elongated eyes. 

 � Kalighat paintings are a religious art form 
that depicts mythological stories, figures of 
Hindu gods and goddesses, and scenes from 
everyday life and society. The paintings are 
made on mill-paper treated with a paste 
of lime, on which watercolors are dabbed 
using a large brush or a rag. 

 � Kalighat paintings are also known as 
Kalighat Patachitra and are developed by 
Jamini Roy. The paintings were originally 
made to be sold as souvenirs to people who 
came to the Kalighat Temple.

Some famous Kalighat painting artists 
include:

1. Bhawanipur Sitaldas: Known for his 
portraits of women and scenes from 
everyday life

2. Gobardhan Bhattacharya: Known 
for his depictions of the gods and 
goddesses of the Hindu pantheon, as 
well as scenes from mythology

Pahari painting :

 � It is a style of miniature painting and book 
illustration that originated in the Himalayan 
foothills of India between the 17th and 
19th centuries. The word “pahari” comes 
from the Hindi word pahar, which means 
“mountain”. Pahari paintings are similar in 
style and color to Rajput paintings. 

Pahari paintings are characterized by:

1. Delicate lines
2. Vibrant colors like yellow, red, and 

blue
3. Individualistic characteristics in 

painting

4. Depiction of nature, architecture, 
figural types, facial features, and 
costumes

5. Preference for particular colors
 � Pahari paintings are closely related to 

Rājasthanī painting and share with the 
Rājput art of the North Indian plains a 
preference for depicting legends.

Pahari paintings include:

1. Radha and Lord Krishna
2. Jayadev’s ‘Gita-Govinda’
3. Bhagavata Purana
4. Two Madhumalati manuscripts
5. Shangri Ramayana
6. Jasrota paintings

Rajasthani painting :

 � It is a style of miniature painting that 
developed in the 16th–19th century in the 
independent Hindu states of Rajasthan in 
western India. It evolved from Western 
Indian manuscript illustrations, but Mughal 
influence became evident in the later years 
of its development. 

 � Rajasthani paintings are most representative 
of the Hindu Rajputana and are also called 
Hindu style. They successfully depict the 
religious beliefs of the people of that time as 
well as it portrays the insights of the social 
life of the people at the time of medieval 
period.

There are three kinds of Rajasthani 
paintings:

1. Phad: A scroll painting done on long 
cloth panels depicting folk and his-
toric stories in a narrative style. Phad 
paintings are created on hand-woven 
coarse cotton cloth, which is soaked 
overnight to thicken the threads.

2. Pichwai: Done on cloth.
3. Miniature: Done on specially treated 

paper in vegetable dyes. 
 � Rajasthani paintings are usually made 

in tempera medium, or water color. The 
painting style uses semi precious stones 
like agate, blood stone, amethyst, citrine, 
carnelian, jade, tiger, malachite, and others. 
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These semi precious stones are carefully 
selected, and grounded to a paste to act as 
paint.

Kangra paintings :

 � They are a type of Pahari painting that are 
named after the former princely state of 
Kangra in Himachal Pradesh. 

Kangra paintings are characterized by:

1. Soft colors, including cool blues and 
greens

2. Lyrical treatment of themes
3. Identical style to the portraits of Raja 

Sansar Chand of Kangra

79. Zero was invented by 

(a)  Aryabhata 
(b)  Varahmira
(c)  Bhaskara 1 
(d) An unknown Indian

Explanation :  (A)

 � The concept of zero as a digit is believed to 
have originated in India in the 5th century. 
The mathematician and astronomer 
Aryabhata is often associated with inventing 
the number zero. 

 � In the 7th century, Brahmagupta developed 
the earliest known methods for using zero 
in calculations. He named zero “shunya” 
or “sunya”, which is the Sanskrit word for 
emptiness or nothingness. Brahmagupta 
also demonstrated that zero can be reached 
through calculation. He wrote these rules 
in his book Brahmasphutasiddhanta. 

 � Brahmagupta and others used small dots 
under numbers to show a zero placeholder. 
They also viewed the zero as having a null 
value, called “sunya”. Brahmagupta was also 
the first to show that subtracting a number 
from itself results in zero.

Varahamihira (505–587) :

 � He was an Indian astronomer, 
mathematician, and astrologer. He was also 
known as Varaha or Mihira. 

 � Varahamihira is known for writing the 
Pancha-Siddhantikaa (“Five Treatises”), a 

compilation of Greek, Egyptian, Roman, 
and Indian astronomy. He also discovered 
a version of Pascal’s triangle and worked on 
magic squares. 

Varahamihira’s mathematical 
accomplishments include:

1. Discovering trigonometric formulas
2. Improving the precision of Aryabhata’s 

sine tables
3. Defining the algebraic properties of 

zero and negative numbers 
 � Varahamihira was also a physician. Some 

mathematicians believed he had a strong 
knowledge of predictive calculations 
and zodiac signs. He is also known for 
predicting that there was water on Mars.

Bhaskara I (600 - 680) :

 � He was an Indian astronomer and 
mathematician who lived around 629. He 
is considered the most important scholar of 
Aryabhata’s astronomical school.

Bhaskara I is known for:

1. Helping to spread the mathematical 
work of Aryabhata

2. Being the first mathematician to use 
the Hindu decimal method to write 
numbers

3. Working on the Sine Function, giving 
a more accurate value for Sine

4. Authoring two treatises and 
commentaries to the work of 
Aryabhata I

5. His        works  include  the  
Mahabhaskariya, the Laghubhaskariya, 
and the Aryabhatiyabhasya 

 � Bhaskara I is considered one of the most 
renowned Indian mathematicians, along 
with Brahmagupta. Both made significant 
contributions to the study of fractions. 

 � Bhaskara I is also the name of India’s first 
experimental remote sensing satellite, 
built by ISRO. It was named after the 7th-
century Indian mathematician Bhaskara-I, 
not to be confused with the 12th-century 
mathematician Bhaskara-II.
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80. Bronze icons of Nataraja cast during the 
Chola period invariably show the deity 
with 

(a) eight hands 
(b)  six hands
(c)  four hands 
(d)  two hands

Explanation :  (C)

 � Bronze icons of Nataraja cast during the 
Chola period invariably show the deity 
with four hands. The four hands of Nataraja 
hold significant symbols that represent 
various aspects of Lord Shiva’s power and 
cosmic dance. 

 � Nataraja is a depiction of the Hindu god 
Shiva as the cosmic ecstatic dancer. The 
figure appears to be performing a cosmic 
dance, with his arms and legs in different 
poses and his hair and clothing flowing 
behind him. 

 � The Nataraja is widely regarded as the 
pinnacle of Chola bronze art, revered for its 
dynamic movement and intricate details.

81. Which one of the following monuments 
has a dome which is said to be one of the 
largest in the world? 

(a)  Tomb of Sher Shah, Sasaram
(b)  Jama Masjid, Delhi
(c) Tomb of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq, 

Delhi
(d)  Gol Gumbaz, Bijapur

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Gol Gumbaz in Bijapur, India is said to 
have one of the largest domes in the world. 
It is the largest dome in India and the fourth 
largest in the world. The dome is so large 
that it doesn’t need pillars for support. 

 � The Gol Gumbaz is a 17th-century 
mausoleum that houses the remains of 
Mohammad Adil Shah, the seventh sultan 
of the Adil Shahi dynasty. The architect 
Yaqut of Dabul completed the tomb in 
1656.

The Gol Gumbaz has several notable 
features, including:

Echoes :

 � The dome’s acoustics are such that every 
sound echoes seven times in the central 
chamber.

Whispering Gallery :

 � The Whispering Gallery is a space where 
even the faintest sounds can be heard 
clearly from 37 meters away.

Shape :

 � The dome is perfectly hemispherical, which 
allows sound waves to pass through it 
unhindered.

The tomb of Sher Shah Suri :

 � It is located in Sasaram, Bihar, India. It was 
commissioned by the emperor himself and 
completed in 1545, about three months 
after his death. The tomb is a mausoleum 
that is considered a majestic example of 
ancient architecture. It features elements of 
Indo-Islamic architecture, including high 
domes, pillars, and large open courtyards, 
as well as hints of Afghan architecture.

Jama Masjid :

 � It is also known as Masjid-i-Jahanuma, is 
a mosque in Old Delhi, India. It was built 
between 1644 and 1656 by Mughal emperor 
Shah Jahan, who also built the Taj Mahal 
and the Red Fort. 

 � Jama Masjid is the largest mosque in India 
and can accommodate 25,000 people in 
its courtyard. It is an example of Mughal 
architecture and is made of red sandstone 
and marble. The mosque was the imperial 
mosque of the Mughal emperors until the 
end of the empire in 1857.  

The Tomb of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq :

 � It is a fortress-like complex that dates back 
to the 1300s. It’s located in southern Delhi, 
near Tughlaqabad Fort. The tomb is set in 
a pentagonal enclosure surrounded by high 
walls. 

 � The tomb was originally surrounded by 
a pond and connected to the fort by a 
causeway. The causeway is 229 meters long 
and is supported by 26 arched piers. The 
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tomb is now separated from the fort by a 
dry artificial lake. 

 � The tomb is entered through a high 
red sandstone gateway with steps. The 
mausoleum is a single-domed square tomb 
that’s about 8 meters by 8 meters. The walls 
are sloping and have parapets. The western 
side has three elaborately carved minarets. 
The 30-foot square hall’s walls are decorated 
with white marble and sandstone. 

 � The tomb has underground cells that are 
accessed from a peripheral corridor. The 
cells are now guarded by wire mesh doors 
for security.

1997

82. Which one of the following dances 
involves solo performance? 

(a)  Bharatanatyam
(b)  Kuchipudi
(c) Mohiniattam 
(d) Odissi

Explanation :  (A)

 � Bharatanatyam and Mohiniattam are both 
classical Indian dances that involve solo 
performances. 

 � Bharatanatyam is a major Indian classical 
dance form that originated in Tamil Nadu. 
It is typically performed solo, but can also 
include a monologue. The dancer uses a 
combination of hand gestures and footwork 
to express the narrative. 

 � Mohiniattam is a graceful dance form from 
Kerala, India. It is traditionally a solo dance 
mainly performed by a female dancer. The 
dance focuses mainly on feminine moods 
and emotions.

83. Which one of the following pairs of 
composers in different languages and 
their works on the Mahabharata theme is 
correctly matched? 

(a)  Sarladasa - Bengali
(b)  Kasirama - Oriya
(c) Tikkana - Marathi 
(d)  Pampa - Kannada

Explanation :  (D)

 � The correct answer is Pampa and Kannada. 
 � Pampa was a well-known Kannada poet 

who worked on the Mahabharata theme. 
His works reflected his philosophical 
beliefs, and his Vikramarjuna Vijaya, also 
known as Pampa Bharata, is a Kannada 
version of the Mahabharata of Vyasa. 

Here are some other composers and their 
works on the Mahabharata theme:

Saraladasa :

•	 A 15th-century poet and scholar of 
Odia literature, best known for three 
Odia books: Sarala Mahabharata, Vilanka 
Ramayana, and Chandi Purana.

Tikkana :

 � A Telugu poet, part of the Kavitrayam, 
a group of poets who translated the 
Mahabharata into Telugu.

Kavitrayam :

 � A group of poets who translated the 
Mahabharata into Telugu, including 
Nannayya, Tikkana, and Yerrapragada.

84. The famous dialogue between, Nachiketa 
and Yama is mentioned in the 

(a)  Channdogyapanishad 
(b) Mundkapanishad 
(c) Kathopanishad 
(d) Kenopanishad

Explanation :  (C)

 � The famous dialogue between Nachiketa 
and Yama is mentioned in the 
Kathopanishad. The Kathopanishad is one 
of the 108 Upanishads and consists of two 
chapters, each divided into three sections. 
The first chapter is considered to be older 
than the second.

 � The story of Nachiketa and Yama is a 
legendary one. Nachiketa is the son of Sage 
Vajasravasa, who meets Yama, the deity 
of death. The dialogue between Nachiketa 
and Yama is about the transmigration of 
the soul.

 � The story of Nachiketa and Yama is a 
powerful one that has been told and retold 
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for centuries. It is a story that teaches us 
about the importance of life and death, and 
the journey of the soul.

The Chandogya Upanishad :

 � It is a Sanskrit religious text that is part 
of the Chandogya Brahmana of the Sama 
Veda of Hinduism. It is one of the oldest 
Upanishads, and is the second largest in 
size, after the Brhadaranyaka Upanishad. 

 � The Chandogya  Upanishad is a 
philosophical exposition on the relationship 
between the self (atman) and the universe 
(brahman). It is a representation of the 
ancient Indian school of philosophy, 
spirituality, and knowledge. The story of 
the Chandogya Upanishad tells of a father 
teaching his son about the ultimate truth of 
Hinduism.

The Mundaka Upanishad :

 � It is an ancient philosophical text written in 
Sanskrit and Vedic Sanskrit. It is part of the 
Atharva Veda and is one of the most widely 
translated Upanishads. 

 � The Mundaka Upanishad is a collection of 
philosophical poems that teach meditation 
and spiritual knowledge. It is presented as 
a dialogue between sage Saunaka and sage 
Angiras.

The Upanishad is divided into three 
sections:

1. First part: Discusses higher and low-
er knowledge

2. Second part: Describes the true na-
ture of the Self and Brahman, and the 
path to knowing Brahman

3. Third part: Expands on the first two 
sections 

 � The word Mundaka is Sanskrit and 
means “shaved” or “shorn”. It may refer to 
knowledge that shaves away ignorance. 

 � The Mundaka Upanishad describes 
Brahman as the source of all creation, 
eternal, and beyond the grasp of the limited 
human intellect. Understanding and 
realizing the nature of Brahman is central 
to spiritual growth and self-realization.

The Kathopanishad :

 � It is an  ancient   Hindu text written 
in Sanskrit. It is one of the mukhya 
Upanishads, which are part of the Vedas. 
The Kathopanishad is part of the last eight 
short sections of the Katha school of the 
Krishna Yajurveda. It is also known as 
Kāthaka Upanishad and is listed as number 
3 in the Muktika canon of 108 Upanishads. 

 � The Kathopanishad is a mystical text that 
offers insights into the nature of life, death, 
and the eternal quest for knowledge. It 
is a narrative-style text that captivates 
readers with its timeless wisdom. The 
Kathopanishad begins with a katha, or 
story, of a young boy who is ready to face 
the Lord of Death in his quest for Truth. 
The main theme of one of the songs of Sri 
Swami Sivanandaji Maharaj is “Die to live”.

The Kenopanishad :

 � It is a Vedic Sanskrit text that is part of 
the Sama Veda. It is listed as the second 
Muktikā, the canon of the 108 Upanishads 
of Hinduism. 

 � The Kenopanishad is a philosophical 
dialogue between a student and a spiritual 
teacher. It explores the nature of Brahman, 
the ultimate reality, and the means to attain 
self-realization and transcendence. The 
Kenopanishad also describes an incident 
in the lives of celestial beings that teaches a 
significant lesson. 

 � The Kenopanishad deals with the nature 
of the highest reality, Brahman, and 
establishes that this highest reality is not 
what can come within the scope of our 
ordinary knowledge.

85. Which one of the following scripts of 
ancient India was written from right to 
left? 

(a)  Brahmi 
(b) Nandnagari
(c)  Sharada 
(d)  Kharoshti

Explanation :  (D)
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The Kharosthi script :

 � It was written from right to left and is 
one of the ancient scripts of India. It was 
developed between the 4th and 3rd century 
BCE in present-day northern Pakistan. The 
Kharosthi script was used to represent a 
form of Prakrit, an Indo-Aryan language. It 
is also known as the “Indo-Bactrian” script. 

 � The Kharosthi script is associated with 
Aramaic and is a sister script of Brahmi. 
Some inscriptions show the Kharosthi 
script written from left to right.

The Brahmi script :

 � It is a writing system that originated in 
ancient India and is still used today in 
parts of Asia. It is an abugida, which uses 
diacritical marks to connect vowels to 
consonant symbols.

 � The Brahmi script is the ancestor of 
many modern Indian scripts, including 
Devanagari. It is also the ancestor of 
hundreds of scripts in Southeast and East 
Asia. 

 � The Brahmi script is believed to have 
originated in the 8th or 7th century BC 
and may have been introduced to India by 
Semitic people. One theory is that Brahman 
scholars adapted the Semitic script to fit the 
phonetics of Sanskrit and Prakrit. 

 � The Brahmi script is semialphabetic, with 
each consonant having either an inherent 
“a” sound or a diacritic mark to indicate 
another vowel. Initial vowels have separate 
characters. 

 � The first phase of the Brahmi script is 
known as Aśokan Brāhmī and was used 
from about the 3rd century BCE to the end 
of the first century BCE.

Nandinagari :

 � It is a Brahmic script that is a derivative of 
the Nāgarī script, which appeared in the 7th 
century AD. The script was used in South 
India from the 8th to 19th centuries to 
write Sanskrit manuscripts and inscriptions 
about philosophy, science, and the arts. 

 � Nandinagari is closely related to the 
Devanagari script. The Nāgarī script 

evolved into Devanagari and Nandinagari 
scripts by the end of the first millennium 
CE. 

 � The Nāgarī script has roots in the ancient 
Brahmi script family.

 � The earliest evidence of using modern 
standardized Devanagari is presumed to 
exist by around 1000 CE.

The Sharada script :

 � It is an ancient writing system that was used 
to write Sanskrit and Kashmiri languages 
between the 8th and 12th centuries. It is 
a descendant of the Brahmi script and is 
slightly similar to the Devanagari script. 

 � The Sharada script originated in the 
8th century AD and evolved from the 
Gupta script of North India. The earliest 
inscriptions in Sharada script are dated to 
804 AD and were found in Kashmir and 
northeastern Punjab. 

 � The Sharada script is taught in Hindu 
schools in Kashmir but is not used in 
printing books. Today, very few people 
of the Kashmiri Pandit community use 
Sharada for religious texts. However, 
pundits in Kashmir still use the script to 
make birth horoscopes.

86. Milindapanho is in the form of a dialogue 
between the King Menander and the 
Buddhist monk 

(a) Nagasena 
(b) Nagarjuna 
(c) Nagabhatta 
(d) Kumarilabhatta

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Milindapanho is a Buddhist text that 
is a dialogue between King Menander 
and the Buddhist monk Nagasena. In the 
text, King Menander asks questions about 
Buddhist doctrine and dilemmas, and 
Nagasena answers them. The Milindapanho 
is regarded as canonical in Burmese 
Buddhism, included as part of the book of 
Khuddaka Nikāya.

 � An abridged version is included as part 
of Chinese Mahāyāna translations of the 
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canon. The Milindapanho is not regarded as 
canonical by Thai or Sri Lankan Buddhism, 
however, despite the surviving Theravāda 
text being in Sinhalese script.

 � The Chinese text titled the Monk Nāgasena 
Sutra corresponds to the first three chapters 
of the Milindapanha. It was translated 
sometime during the Eastern Jin dynasty.

1998

87. Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched? 
1.  Mrichchakatikam Shudraka
2.  Buddhacharita Vasuvandhu 
3.Mudrarakshasha Vishakhadatta
4.Harshacharita  Banahhatta

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

Codes:

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
(b) 1, 3 and 4
(c) 1 and 4 
(d) 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Śūdraka, an Indian king and playwright, 
wrote Mrichchhakatika (The Little Clay 
Cart) in the 2nd century BCE. It is 
considered one of the earliest Indian plays 
written in Sanskrit. 

 � Mrichchhakatika is about a young man 
named Charudatta and his love for 
Vasantasena, a rich courtesan. The play 
explores universal aspects of human nature, 
such as love, desire, morality, and the 
complexities of relationships. It also offers 
a window into the cultural and societal 
norms of ancient India. 

 � The play is filled with characters like 
gamblers, thieves, and courtesans. 
According to the play, it is not the social 
status of the person that makes them noble, 
rather it is their virtue and behavior. 

 � Horace Hayman Wilson, a surgeon general 
in the East India Company, translated 
Mrichchhakatika into English in 1826. It 
was later translated into French, German, 

and other Indian languages.
 � Aśvaghosa wrote Buddhacharita in the 

early second century CE. The poem is a 
Sanskrit mahakavya style epic about the life 
of Gautama Buddha. The title translates to 
“Acts of the Buddha”. 

 � Aśvaghosa was a Buddhist philosopher, 
dramatist, poet, musician, and orator from 
India. He is believed to have been the first 
Sanskrit dramatist and is considered the 
greatest Indian poet before Kālidāsa. 

 � Buddhacharita is a poetic narrative of the 
Buddha’s life and is considered one of the 
finest examples of Buddhist literature. 
The poem is made up of 28 cantons and 
describes the Buddha’s life from birth to 
death. The poem begins with a description 
of the Buddha’s birth.

 � Vishakhadatta wrote the Sanskrit play 
Mudrarakshasa. The title translates to “The 
Signet of the Minister”. The play is about 
the rise to power of King Chandragupta 
Maurya in India. It is a historical play 
that provides insights into the political 
situation in ancient India during the reign 
of Chandragupta Maurya. 

 � The play is set between the 4th and 8th 
centuries BC. It tells the story of how 
Chandragupta Maurya ascended the 
throne of Magadha after defeating the 
Nandas. The title refers to the signet ring 
of Rakshasa, which is stolen by Chanakya’s 
spy. Chanakya uses the ring to forge a letter 
that sows suspicion between Rakshasa and 
Malayaketu.

Banabhatta :

 � He is also known as Bana, wrote 
Harshacharita in the 7th century CE. 
Banabhatta was a Sanskrit writer and the 
court poet of the Indian emperor Harsha. 
Harshacharita is a biography of Harsha, and 
its title translates to “The deeds of Harsha”. 

 � Harshacharita is written in an elaborate 
style of poetic prose, with eight chapters that 
describe the emperor’s life. The biography 
provides valuable information about the 
period, though some say it exaggerates in 
the emperor’s favor. 
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 � Banabhatta also wrote Kadambari and 
Parvathy Parinayam.

1999

88. The first writer to use Urdu as the medium 
of poetic expression was

(a)  Amir Khusru 
(b) Mirza Ghalib 
(c) Bahadur Shah Zafar 
(d)  Faiz

Explanation :  (A)

 � Amir Khusrau (1253-1325 CE) is considered 
the first writer to use Urdu as a medium of 
poetic expression. He was a Persian poet, 
musician, and scholar associated with the 
rulers of the Delhi Sultanate. 

 � Khusrau is also known as the “Father of 
Urdu Literature”. He played a significant 
role in the development and popularization 
of Urdu language and literature. Khusrau’s 
poetry is still sung today at Sufi shrines 
throughout Pakistan. 

 � Khusrau also wrote poetry in Persian 
and Hindi. He contributed immensely to 
the development of Hindavi, one of the 
predecessor dialects of modern Urdu.

89. Consider the following statements: 

The striking feature of the Jama Masjid in 
Kashmir completed by include(s)

(a) turret 
(b) similarity with Buddhist pagodas
(c) Persian style

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct?

(a) 1 alone
(b) 1, 2 and 3
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

The Correct Answer is (B), 1 2 3. 

 � Jama Masjid is a mosque in Srinagar, 
Jammu & Kashmir, India. The Jama Masjid 
of Srinagar is situated at Nowhatta, in the 

middle of the old city. It was built by Sultan 
Sikandar in 1400 AD. Later, the son of 
Sultan Sikandar, Zain-ul-Abidin had the 
mosque extended.

90. Which one of the following 
pairs of folk dance forms and 
states is not correctly matched? 
(a) Korku  Maharashtra
(b) Jhummar  Haryana 
(c) Thali  Himachal Pradesh 
(d) Mukna  Manipur

Explanation :  (A)

Folk dance :

 � It is a type of dance that expresses a 
culture’s past or present through vernacular 
expression. It is a way to connect with and 
express a group’s cultural roots. 

 � Folk dances are often performed at festivals, 
cultural gatherings, or agricultural events. 
They are usually performed by people 
without professional dance training and to 
traditional folk music. 

 � Folk dances are not a universal genre of 
dance. They have no universal movement, 
figure, form, style, or function when 
compared from one culture to another.

The Korku tribe :

 � They performs the Chatkora and Gadli 
dances in Madhya Pradesh. The Korku 
are a Munda ethnic group that live in 
the Khandwa, Burhanpur, Betul, and 
Chhindwara districts of Madhya Pradesh. 
They also live in the adjoining areas near 
the Melghat Tiger Reserve of Maharashtra.

The Jhumar dance :

 � It is a popular folk dance from the state of 
Haryana, India. The dance is also known 
as the “Hariyanvi Gidda” and is mainly 
performed by young married women. The 
dance is named after the Jhumar ornament 
and is performed to the beats of instruments 
like the dholak and thali. 

 � The Jhumar dance often depicts romantic 
themes, with performers expressing 
emotions through their facial expressions 
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and delicate gestures. This style of Jhumar 
dance is particularly popular during 
weddings and other joyous occasions. 

 � The Jhumar dance originated from 
Balochistan and Multan. Other folk dances 
from Haryana include: Ras Leela, Phalgun 
Dance, Ghumar Dance.

The Thali dance :

 � It is a folk dance from Jammu and Kashmir. 
Artists perform the traditional Thali dance 
in the Ramban district of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

 � The Terah Taali dance is a folk dance from 
Rajasthan. The name Terah Taali means “13 
claps”. The Kamad community performs 
this dance, mainly women who sit on the 
ground while performing.

Mukna :

 � It is a folk wrestling dance from the state 
of Manipur in India. It’s a combination 
of wrestling and judo, and is popular in 
Imphal, Thoubal, and Bishnupur. Mukna 
is often played on the final day of the 
Lai Haraoba festival, which is part of its 
ceremonial functions.

91. The paintings of Abanindranath Tagore 
are classified as 

(a) realistic 
(b) socialistic
(c)  revivalistic 
(d) impressionistic

Explanation :  (C)

 � Abanindranath Tagore’s paintings 
are classified as revivalistic. Tagore is 
considered the leader of the revivalist 
movement in modern Indian painting 
in Bengal. His work is considered the 
foundation of realism. 

 � Tagore’s paintings are considered revivalist 
art, which led to the creation of the Bengal 
School of Art. The Bengal School was a 
movement that sought to revive traditional 
Indian artistic practices and create a unique 
national identity. 

 � Tagore is considered a father figure of 

nationalist and modernist art in India. 
He revived aspects of Indian and oriental 
painting traditions, and invented the wash 
painting technique.

92. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists:

List-1  List-II
A. Pandit Vish-

nu Digambar 
Paluskar

 1. Introduced the 
scheme of Raga 
classification in 
Indian Music

B. Venkatamahi  2. Proponent of the 
Carnatic music

C. Shyama 
Shastri

 3. Proponent of the 
Khayal form of Hin-
dustani music

D. Amir Khusru  4. Wrote the music 
for the song “Vande 
Mataram

Codes : A B C D

(a) 4 1 3 2 
(b) 4 1 2 3 
(c) 1 4 3 2  
(d) 1 4 2 3 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Pandit Vishnu Digambar Paluskar 
introduced the scheme of Raga classification 
of Indian music, Venkatamahi wrote the 
music of the song ‘Vande Matram’ Shyama 
Shastri was a proponent of Karnatic music 
and  Amir Khusrau was the proponent of 
Khyal form of Hindustani music.

93. Which one of the following statements is 
not correct? 

(a)  Neel Darpan was a play based on the 
exploitation of the indigo farmers

(b) The author of the play ‘Ghashiram 
Kotwal’ is Vijay Tendulkar

(c) The play Navanna’ by Nabin Chandra 
Das was based on the famine of Bengal

(d) Urdu theatre used to depend heavily 
on Parsi theatre
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Explanation :  (C)

 � Neel Darpan is a Bengali play written by 
Dinabandhu Mitra between 1858 and 1859. 
The play is also known as The Indigo Planting 
Mirror and is considered a significant text 
of 19th century sociopolitical and literary 
concerns. 

 � The play is set during the Indigo Revolt 
of February–March 1859, when farmers 
in Bengal refused to sow indigo in their 
fields to protest exploitative farming 
practices under the British Raj. The play 
was published in Dhaka in 1860 under a 
pseudonym. 

 � The play is said to have moved Reverend 
James Long, a clergyman from the Church 
Missionary Society, who translated it into 
English and published it. Long was then 
tried by the English government and 
sentenced to one month in jail for his 
protest against the exploitation of indigo 
farmers.

 � Vijay Tendulkar wrote the 1972 Marathi 
play Ghashiram Kotwal. The play is a 
political satire and historical drama that 
explores the theme of how powerful 
men create ideologies to serve their own 
purposes, and then destroy them when 
they are no longer useful. 

 � Ghashiram Kotwal is set in Maharashtra in 
the late 18th century and tells the story of a 
power struggle based on caste ascendancy 
in politics. The play is based on the lives 
of Nana Phadnavis, a prominent minister 
in the court of the Peshwa of Pune, and 
Ghashiram Kotwal, the city’s police chief. 

 � Tendulkar (1928–2008) was a pioneer 
of modern Marathi plays. His works are 
known for their strong socio-political 
commentary and for depicting the harsh 
realities of life. Some of the themes that 
appear frequently in his plays include: 
1. Gender discrimination,
2. Sexual norms, 
3. Violence, 
4. Social issues, 
5. Power and morality.

 � Nabanna is a Bengali play written by 
Bijon Bhattacharya about the 1943 Bengal 
famine. The play was first staged in 1944 
by the Indian People’s Theatre Association 
(IPTA) and again in 1948 by Bohurupee. 

 � The play tells the story of the villagers of 
Aminpur, who are already struggling with 
food shortages and land sharks when a tidal 
wave destroys their crops and homes. The 
play is considered a watershed moment in 
Indian theater, marking a departure from 
commercial theater. 

 � In the initial productions, the playwright 
himself played a character who has gone 
insane after years of famine and the death 
of his two sons.

 � Parsi theater influenced the production, 
organization, and concept of Urdu theater 
in India. Parsi theater also influenced 
Gujarati and Hindi theater. 

 � Parsi theater absorbed elements of 
traditional and folk performing arts, such 
as music, mime, and comic interludes.

 � Parsi theater was also influenced by Indo-
Persian/Islamicate culture. Until the early 
20th century, Urdu was the most commonly 
used language in Parsi theater.

2000

94. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Chakiarkoothu form of 
dance: 

1. It is performed by Chakiar caste.
2. It cannot be traditionally witnessed 

by the higher caste Hindus.
3. Mizhavu is the accompanying 

instrument. 
4. Its theatre form is called 

koothambalam. 

Which of these statements are correct? 

(a)  1, 3 and 4 
(b)  1, 2 and 3 
(c)  2, 3 and 4 
(d)  1, 2 and 4

Explanation :  (A)
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 � Chakiarkoothu is a traditional dance form 
from Kerala, India. It is a highly refined 
monologue where the performer narrates 
episodes from Hindu epics and stories from 
the Puranas. The dance is accompanied 
by cymbals and a copper drum called the 
mizhavu. 

 � Chakiarkoothu is believed to have been 
introduced to Kerala by early Aryan 
immigrants. It is performed by the 
members of the Chakiar caste and can only 
be staged inside temples and witnessed by 
the Hindus of the higher castes. 

 � The costume for Chakiarkoothu includes a 
special headgear shaped like a snake’s head. 
The dancer’s body is smeared with a paste 
of sandalwood and Vibhuthi and his face is 
made very catchy with vibrant colors. 

 � Painkulam Raman Chakyar (active 
years: 1905-1980) was the first to stage 
Chakiarkoothu at a function, bringing it 
to the general public. He was instrumental 
in getting it included in the curriculum of 
Kalamandalam.

95. The Raga which is sung early in the 
morning is 

(a)  Todi 
(b) Darbari
(c)  Bhopali 
(d) Bhimpalasi

Explanation :  (A)

 � The raga that is sung early in the morning 
is Raga Todi. It is a classical Indian raga 
that is associated with the early morning 
hours and is considered to be a serene and 
meditative raga. 

 � Raga Todi is a concert favorite morning 
raga. It is sung from 8am to 10am and 
has the ability to evoke the same mood 
of playfulness of a newborn lying in bed 
content, smiling and playful. In film 
music, Raga Todi has been largely used in 
composing songs that depict pathos. Raga 
Todi is an Aalap oriented Raga. The Swaras 
express pathos.

96. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists: 

List I  List II
(Artist)  (Medium of music 

delivery)
A. Balamurali 
      Krishna

 1. Hindustani vocal

B.  Mita Pandit  2. Ghatam
C.  Kanyakumari  3. Sitar
D. Nikhil Banner-

jee
 4. Violin

 5. Carnatic vocal

Codes : A B C D

(a) 5 1 2 3 
(b) 4 3 1 5
(c) 3 1 5 2  
(d) 5 4 1 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Balamurali Krishna is famous carnatic 
vocalist

 � Mita Pandit is famous Hindustani vocalist
 � Kanyakumari is famous for Ghatam from 

of singing
 � Nikhil Banerjee is famous sitar player.

97. Which one of the following pairs is not 
correctly matched? 

(a) Bakti Itihas  Badal Sarkar
(b) Sita Swayamvar  Vishnu Das Bhave
(c) Yayati  Girish Karnad
(d) Giddha  Jabbar Patel

Explanation :  (D) 

 � Bakti Itihas written by Badal Sirkar is a 
beautifully narrated story of man and 
mankind. How man in trying to give a 
meaning to his life tortures the rest of 
mankind.

 � Vishnudas Bhave was the leading dramatist 
of Maharashtra in India and the pioneer 
of Marathi theatre, as he staged the first 
Marathi-language play Sita Swayamvar 
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in Sangli 1843. Girish Karnad has been 
the playwright who impacted the Indian 
English Drama in a big positive manner.  

 � Through his first play-Yayati in the year 
1961, Karnad embarked on what was going 
to be a splendid set of contribution to the 
Indian English Drama. Giddha was written 
by Vijay Tendulkar

2001

98. Who amongst the following Englishmen, 
first translated Bhagavad-Gita into 
English? 

(a)  William Jones
(b)  Charles Wilkins
(c)  Alexander Cunningham
(d)  John Marshall

Explanation :  (B)

 � Charles Wilkins was the first person to 
translate the Bhagavad Gita into English 
in 1784. The translation was published in 
1785 and is commonly known as Wilkin’s 
Gita. 

 � Wilkins was an English typographer, 
Orientalist, and founding member of The 
Asiatic Society. His translation is considered 
a significant work in the field of Indology 
and played a key role in introducing Indian 
philosophy and religion to the West.

The Bhagavad Gita :

 � It is a 700-verse Hindu scripture, written 
in Sanskrit, that is part of the epic poem 
Mahabharata. It is also known as the “Song 
of the Lord”. 

 � The Bhagavad Gita is composed of 18 
chapters, chapters 23–40 of book 6, called 
the Bhishma Parva, of the Mahabharata. It 
is a dialogue between Prince Arjuna and 
Krishna, an incarnation of the god Vishnu.

 � The Bhagavad Gita is considered one of the 
most important yogic texts ever written 
and presents a synthesis of the concept of 
Dharma, Bhakti, and the Yogic ideals of 
moksha. 

 � The Bhagavad Gita suggests that one should 
practice austerity in every way, including 

in body, mind, personal behavior, and 
dealings with others. It also suggests that 
the secret to success at work is cultivating a 
balanced state of mind. 

 � The oldest surviving manuscript of the 
Bhagavad Gita dates back to 1492 and is 
held at the Bodleian Library of Oxford 
University, England.

99. In which one of the following cities is the 
Lingaraja Temple located? 

(a) Bhubaneswar 
(b) Bijapur 
(c) Kolkata 
(d) Shravanabelagola

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Lingaraja Temple is a Hindu temple 
in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India. It’s one of 
the oldest temples in the city and is a major 
tourist attraction. 

 � The temple is dedicated to Shiva and is built 
in the Kalinga style of architecture. It’s 55 
meters high, with a main tower that’s 180 
feet tall. The temple was built in the 11th 
century by King Jajati Keshari of Soma 
Vansh.

100. Which of the following pairs is NOT 
correctly matched? 

(a)  India’s first technicolour: Jhansi Ki 
Rani film 

(b)  India’s first 3-D film: My Dear 
Kuttichat 

(c)  India’s first insured film: Taal
(d)  India’s first actress to win the Bharat 

Ratna: Meena Kumari

Explanation :  (D)

 � The pair “India’s first actress to win the 
Bharat Ratna - Meena Kumari” is not 
correctly matched. 

Here are the correct matches:

1. India’s first technicolour film: Jhansi 
Ki Rani

2. India’s first 3-D film: My Dear Kutti-
chathan

3. India’s first insured film: Taal 
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 � Meena Kumari is a highly acclaimed actress, 
but she did not receive the Bharat Ratna. 
The first woman to receive the Bharat Ratna 
was Indira Gandhi, who is also known as 
the “Iron Lady of India”.

101. Hoysala monuments are found in 

(a)  Hampi and Hospet
(b)  Halebid and Belur 
(c) Mysore and Bangalore
(d) Sringeri and Dharwar

Explanation :  (B)

 � Hoysala monuments are found in Halebid 
and Belur. In September 2023, the 
Hoysala temples at Belur, Halebid, and 
Somanathapur in Karnataka were declared 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

102. Which one of the following pairs is 
correctly matched? 

(a) Harappan Civil-
isation

 Painted Grey Ware 

(b) The Kushans  Gandhara School 
of Art

(c) The Mughals  Ajanta Paintings
(d) The Marathas  Pahari School of 

Painting

Explanation :  (B)

The correct pair is:

 � The Kushans : Gandhara School of Art
 � The Kushan Empire, which existed from 

the 1st to the 3rd century CE in the region 
of present-day Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
and Northern India, was known for its 
patronage of the Gandhara School of Art. 
The Gandhara School of Art flourished 
in the Gandhara region (modern-day 
Pakistan and Afghanistan) during the 
Kushan period. It was heavily influenced 
by Hellenistic and Roman artistic styles 
and produced iconic sculptures and reliefs 
depicting Buddhist themes.
The other pairs mentioned are not 
correctly matched:

 � Harappan Civilization is associated with 
the Indus Valley Civilization, which thrived 

around 2600 to 1900 BCE in the region of 
present-day Pakistan and Western India. 
The Painted Grey Ware is associated with 
the later Vedic period (around 1000 to 600 
BCE) and is not related to the Harappan 
Civilization.

 � The Mughals were a dynasty  that ruled 
much of the Indian subcontinent from the 
16th to the 19th century. They were not 
associated with the Ajanta Paintings. The 
Ajanta Caves, located in Maharashtra, India, 
are renowned for their ancient Buddhist 
rock-cut cave paintings and sculptures that 
date back to the 2nd century BCE to 6th 
century CE.

 � The Marathas were a prominent regional 
power in Western India during the 17th and 
18th centuries. They were not associated 
with the Pahari School of Painting. The 
Pahari School of Painting refers to a style 
of miniature painting that developed in the 
hilly regions of Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Uttarakhand in Northern 
India.

103. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists: 

List I  List II
(Dancer)  (Dance)

A. Kalamandalam v  
     Kshemavaty 

 1. Kathakali 

B. Kottakkal 
     Sivaraman

 2. Manipuri 

C. Lakshmi 
     Viswanathan

 3. Mohiniyattam 

D. N. Madhabi Devi  4. Bharatanatyam

Codes : A B C D 

(a)  1 3 2 4 
(b)  3 1 4 2
(c)  1 3 4 2 
(d)  3 1 2 4

Explanation :  (B)

 � Kalamandalam Kshemavathy is a 
Mohiniyattam dancer from Thrissur, 
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Kerala. Mohiniyattam is a semiclassical 
dance form from Kerala, India that 
combines Bharatnatyam and Kathakali. 
It’s performed by women in honor of the 
Hindu god Vishnu in his incarnation as the 
enchantress Mohini. 

 � Kalamandalam Kshemavathy is related 
to Mohiniyattam. She joined the Kerala 
Kalamandalam when she was 11 years 
old and learned Bharatanatyam and 
Mohiniyattam. She completed her Diploma 
in Indian classical dance (Bharatanatyam 
and Mohiniyattam) from Kerala 
Kalamandalam.

 � Kottakkal Sivaraman (1936 – 19 July 2010) 
was a performing artiste who revolutionised 
the portrayal of female roles in Kathakali, 
the classical dance-drama from Kerala in 
southern India.

 � Bharatnatyam is also known as Dashiattam. 
Lakshmi Vishwanathan is related to 
Bharatnatyam dance.

 � N. Madhabi Devi is a renowned singer and 
performer of the Manipuri Ras tradition 
and Nata-sankirtana. Manipuri is a 
classical dance form from the northeastern 
Indian state of Manipur. It is based on 
Hindu scriptures and is associated with the 
worship of Radha and Krishna. The most 
popular forms of Manipuri dance are Ras, 
Sankirtana, and Thang-Ta.

2002

104. Chapchar Kut is a festival celebrated in 
the state of 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh
(b) Assam
(c) Mizoram
(d) Sikkim

Explanation :  (C)

 � Chapchar Kut is a spring festival celebrated 
in the state of Mizoram, India. The festival 
is celebrated in March after the completion 
of jhum cultivation, which is the process of 
growing crops by clearing land of trees and 
vegetation and burning them. The festival 
is estimated to have started between 1450–
1700 A.D. in the village of Suaipui, and was 

revived in 1962.
 � The festival is a colorful welcome of the 

spring season. It is Mizoram’s biggest 
and most important festival, and attracts 
thousands of people. During the festival, 
Mizo people wear colorful traditional attire 
and makeup, and dance to the music of 
bands and songs for the Cheraw and Chai 
dances.

105. Which one of the following statements is 
not correct? 

(a)  The status of Gomateshwara at 
Sravanabelagola represents the last 
Tirthankara of Jains

(b) India’s largest Buddhist monastery is 
in Arunachal Pradesh

(c)  The Khajuraho temples were built 
under Chandela Kings

(d)  The Hoysalesvara temple is dedicated 
to Siva 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The statement “The status of Gomateshwara 
at Sravanabelagola represents the last 
Tirthankara of Jains” is not correct. 

 � The Gomateshwara statue, also known as 
Bahubali statue, is a 57-foot (17 m) high 
monolithic statue on Vindhyagiri Hill in 
the town of Shravanbelagola in the Indian 
state of Karnataka. It is a significant Jain 
pilgrimage site. The statue was built in 
deference to Jain deity Bahubali, who is 
said to have lived many millions of years 
ago.

 � Tawang Monastery is the largest Buddhist 
monastery in India and is located in the 
valley of the Tawang Chu in Arunachal 
Pradesh. It is located near the Chinese and 
Bhutanese border. Tawang is a major holy 
site for Tibetan Buddhists because it is the 
birthplace of the sixth Dalai Lama.

 � The Chandela dynasty built the Khajuraho 
temples between 950 and 1050. The 
Chandela dynasty ruled the region of 
present-day Madhya Pradesh, India, from 
the 9th to 13th centuries. 

 � The Chandela dynasty’s construction 
activity began almost immediately after 
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they rose to power. The construction of 
the Khajuraho temples was initiated by the 
Chandela ruler, King Yasovarman. Most 
temples were built during the reigns of the 
Hindu kings Yashovarman and Dhanga. 

 � The Khajuraho temple site had 85 temples 
by the 12th century, spread over 20 square 
kilometers. Of these, only about 25 temples 
have survived, spread over six square 
kilometers. 

 � The Chandela dynasty is a Rajput clan 
found in North India. They are regarded 
to be Chandravanshi, which means the 
descendants of Soma.

 � The Hoysaleshwara temple in Hoysaleswara, 
India is dedicated to Lord Shiva. It’s also 
known as the Halebidu temple. 

 � The temple was built between 1120 and 
1150 by King Vishnuvardhana during the 
reign of the Hoysala Empire. It’s a double 
temple, with each side having a sanctum 
that contains a linga. Lingas are non-figural 
forms with a rounded top that represent 
Shiva’s divine presence.

 � The exterior walls of the temple are divided 
into three parts, with the bottom part 
featuring eight sculptural friezes. The 
friezes depict elephants, lions, vines, horses, 
narratives, makaras, and hamsas. 

 � The temple also has many sculptures 
dedicated to Vaishnavism.

2003

106. Consider the following statements: 

1. Kitab-I-Nauras, a collection of songs 
in praise of Hindu deities and Muslim 
saints, was written by Ibrahim Adil 
Shah II.

2. Amir Khusrau was the originator in 
India of the early form of the musical 
style known as Qawali.

Which of these statements is/are correct? 

(a)  Only 1 
(b)  Only 2
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � Kitab-I-Nauras is a collection of songs in 
praise of Hindu deities and Muslim saints 
written by Ibrahim Adil Shah II. 

 � Ibrahim Adil Shah II was a king of the 
Bijapur Sultanate and a member of the Adil 
Shahi dynasty in the late 16th century.

 � He was also a ruler who was deeply 
interested in music. Kitab-I-Nauras is a 
book of 59 songs and 17 couplets written in 
Dakhni Urdu. The songs are set to various 
musical modes or Ragas. The book also 
includes the theory of nine Ragas, which is 
important in Indian aesthetics. 

 � Some verses in Kitab-I-Nauras explore love 
poetry, while others describe the beauty 
of music or ragas as personifications. The 
book also includes verses where Ibrahim 
refers to Ganesha and Saraswati as his 
spiritual mother and father.

 � Amir Khusrau is known as the “father of 
qawwali”. Qawwali is a devotional singing 
style of the Sufis in the Indian subcontinent. 
Khusrau is also credited with introducing 
the ghazal style of song into India. Both 
styles are still widely practiced in India and 
Pakistan. 

 � Khusrau was a 13th century Sufi musician, 
poet, and scholar associated with the royal 
courts of emperors. He is known for his 
prolific output, introducing many new 
genres into the North Indian classical 
tradition. Khusrau’s original songs are still 
the core of the classical qawwali repertoire.

107. Mrichchhakatika’ an ancient Indian book 
written by Shudraka deals with: 

(a)  the love affair of a rich merchant with 
the daughter of a courtesan

(b)  the victory of Chandragupta II over 
the Shaka Kshatrapas of western India

(c)  the military expeditions and exploits 
of Samudragupta

(d) the love affair between a Gupta King 
and a princess of Kamarupa

Explanation :  (A)

 � Mrichchhakatika is a Sanskrit play written 
by Shudraka in the 2nd century BCE. It 
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is about the love affair between a wealthy 
merchant and the daughter of a courtesan. 
The play is also known as The Little Clay 
Cart. 

 � The play is about a young man named 
Charudatta and his love for Vasantasena, 
a wealthy courtesan. However, the couple’s 
lives and love are threatened when a vulgar 
courtier begins to aggressively pursue 
Vasantasena. 

 � The play’s main themes include infidelity 
and dishonesty. It also includes other 
themes, such as poverty.

108. Which one of the following statements if 
NOT correct? 

(a)  The National Song Vande Mataram 
was composed by Bankimchandra 
Chatterji originally in Bengali

(b) The National Calendar of India based 
on Saka era has its 1st Chaitra on 
22nd March normally and 21st March 
in a leap year

(c) The design of the National Flag of 
India was adopted by the Constituent 
Assembly on 22nd July, 1947

(d) The song Jana-gana-mana’, composed 
originally in Bengali by Rabindranath 
Tagore was adopted in its Hindi 
version by the Constituent Assembly 
on 24th January, 1950 as the national 
Anthem of India

Explanation :  (A)

 � Bankim Chandra Chatterjee composed the 
national song of India, Vande Mataram, in 
Sanskrit and Sanskritized Bengali in the 
1870s.

 � The poem was included in his 1882 Bengali 
novel Anandamath. In 1896, Rabindranath 
Tagore first sang the poem at the Indian 
National Congress session. In 1937, the 
Congress adopted the first two verses of the 
poem as the national song of India. 

 � Vande Mataram was a source of inspiration 
for Indians during the struggle for freedom. 
It has equal status with Jana-gana-mana.

 � The national calendar based on the Saka 
Era, with Chaitra as its first month and a 

normal year of 365 days was adopted from 
22 March 1957 along with the Gregorian 
calendar.

 � The Constituent Assembly of India adopted 
the design of the national flag on July 22, 
1947. The flag became official when India 
became a republic. 

 � The flag is a horizontal tricolour with equal 
proportions of deep saffron (Kesari) at the 
top, white in the middle, and dark green 
at the bottom. In the center of the white 
band is a navy-blue wheel with 24 spokes 
that represents the chakra. The wheel’s 
design is based on the wheel that appears 
on the abacus of the Sarnath Lion Capital 
of Ashoka. 

 � The Ashoka Chakra was suggested by B.R. 
Ambedkar to honor the warrior-turned-
pacifist Buddhist emperor Ashoka. The 
chakra was modeled after the “wheel of 
dharma,” a religious motif from Hinduism, 
Jainism, and especially Buddhism.

 � The National Anthem of India Jana-gana-
mana, composed originally in Bengali 
by Rabindranath Tagore, was adopted 
in its Hindi version by the Constituent 
Assembly as the National Anthem of India 
on 24 January 1950. It was first sung on 27 
December 1911 at the Kolkata Session of 
the Indian National Congress.

2004

109. The Archaeological Survey of India is 
an attached office of the Department/
Ministry of: 

(a) Culture
(b) Tourism
(c) Science and Technology
(d) Human Resource Development

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is 
an attached office of the Ministry of Culture. 
The ASI was established in 1861 and is the 
leading organization for archaeological 
research and the protection of India’s 
cultural heritage. 

 � The Ministry of Culture is responsible 
for the preservation and promotion of 
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India’s art and culture. The Ministry’s work 
includes generating cultural awareness at 
the grassroots level and promoting cultural 
exchanges internationally. 

 � The ASI sends and receives experts in 
the fields of archaeological conservation, 
preservation, museology, and field 
archaeology.

110. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Islamic Calendar is twelve days 
shorter than the Gregorian Calendar.

2. The Islamic Calendar began in AD 
632.  

3. The Gregorian Calendar is a solar 
calendar. 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only  
(b)  1 and 2
(c)  1 and 3  
(d)  3 only

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Islamic calendar, also known as the 
Hijri calendar, is about 11–12 days shorter 
than the Gregorian calendar. This is because 
the Islamic calendar is based on the lunar 
cycle, while the Gregorian calendar is based 
on the solar cycle. 

 � The Islamic calendar is a lunar calendar, 
with 12 months that are based on the cycles 
of the moon. A Hijri month alternates 
between 29 and 30 days, making a Hijri 
year 354–355 days long. The Gregorian 
calendar, on the other hand, is based on the 
solar cycle and has 365–366 days. 

 � The Islamic calendar shifts by about 11 days 
every year with respect to the Gregorian 
calendar. This is because 12 lunar months 
are only 354. 36 days long.

 � The Islamic calendar, also known as the 
Hijri calendar, began in 622 CE. The Islamic 
New Year is celebrated in 622 CE, the year 
when the Prophet Muhammad and his 
followers migrated from Mecca to Medina. 
The word “Hijra” is Arabic for “migration”.

2005

111. Consider the following statements: 

1. Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological 
Park 

2. Chhatrapati Shivaji Railway Station, 
Mumbai 

3. Mamallapuram
4. Sun Temple (Konark Temple)

Which of the above are included in the 
World Heritage List of UNESCO

(a)  1, 2 and 3  
(b) 1, 3 and 4
(c)  2 and 4  
(d)  1, 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (D)

The Champaner - Pavagadh 
Archaeological Park :

 � It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site located 
in the Panchmahal district of Gujarat, 
India. It features a variety of archaeological, 
historical, and cultural heritage properties.

 � The park is located around the historical 
city of Champaner, which was founded in 
the eighth century by Vanraj Chavda, the 
king of the Chavda Dynasty. The Pavagadh 
hill was a famous Hindu fortress under 
the Solanki kings of Gujarat, followed by 
Khichi Chauhans.
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, 
also known as VT or CSMT :

 � It is a historic railway station in Mumbai, 
India. It’s a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
and one of the cleanest stations on Indian 
Railways. 

 � The station was designed by British architect 
Frederick William Stevens and Axel Haig in 
the Italian Gothic style. Construction began 
in 1878 and the station opened on June 20, 
1887. The station is an example of Victorian 
Gothic Revival architecture, blending with 
Indian traditional architecture.

 � It’s also known for its decorations, which 
include a statue of progress, busts of the 
railway company’s directors, and statues of 
a British lion.



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official250Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

Mamallapuram :

 � It is also known as Mahabalipuram, is a city 
in Tamil Nadu, India. It is located on a strip 
of land between the Bay of Bengal and the 
Great Salt Lake. 

 � Mamallapuram is known for its temples 
and monuments built by the Pallava 
dynasty in the 7th and 8th centuries.  The 
monuments are an example of Dravidian 
temple architecture and Pallava art.  The 
Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram is 
a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

The Konark Sun Temple :

 � It is a 13th-century Hindu temple in 
Konark, Odisha, India. It’s a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and is known for its 
architecture and stone carvings. 

 � The temple is dedicated to the Hindu sun 
god Surya, and is an example of Kalinga 
architecture. It’s about 35 kilometers 
northeast of Puri city on the coastline. 

 � The temple’s name comes from the Sanskrit 
words Kona (angle) and Arka (sun). The 
temple features 24 wheels, representing the 
wheels of Surya’s chariot. The 12 wheels 
represent the 12 months of the year, and 
the 8 spokes represent the 8 time divisions 
of the day.

112. Recently, to which of the following 
countries did India offer to build a 
Buddha Temple? 

(a)  China 
(b)  Myanmar 
(c)  Thailand 
(d)  Vietnam

Explanation :  (A)

 � India recently offered to build a Buddhist 
temple in China’s Henan province. The 
temple will be located on the western side 
of the White Horse Temple in Luoyang. 

 � The temple is a gift to the Chinese people 
and is inspired by the Sanchi Stupa. It took 
five years to build and cost $4 million. 
The temple is a fusion of ancient design 
principles and modern technology. 

 � The offer is a sign of the cultural connection 
between the two countries. The White 
Horse Temple was the first Buddhist temple 
built in China, in 67 AD.

2006

113. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the code given below 
the lists: 

List-I (Centre 
of Handicrafts)

List-II

(State)
A. Mon 1. Arunachal 

Pradesh
B. Nalbari 2. Assam
C. Pasighat 3. Meghalaya
D. Tura  4. Nagaland

 A B C D

(a) 4 2 1 3 
(b) 4 3 2 1
(c) 1 3 4 2 
(d) 1 2 4 3

Explanation :  (A)

The Correct Answer is (A), 4 2 1 3.  
I. Mon : Nagaland
II. Nalbari : Assam
III. Pasighat : Arunachal Pradesh
IV. Tura : Meghalaya

114. Who among the following is a Hindustani 
classical singer? 

(a)  Geeta Chandran 
(b) Leela Samson
(c) Gangubai Hangal 
(d) Swapnasundari

Explanation :  (C)

 � Gangubai Hangal is a Hindustani classical 
singer from Karnataka. She is known for 
her powerful voice and is a member of the 
Kirana gharana.

 � She has won several awards, including 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award 
for Hindustani Music -Vocal, Padma 
Vibhushan, and Padma Bhushan.
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115. Which one of the following pairs is 
correctly matched? 

(a) Vikramsila 
Monastery

 Uttar Pradesh 

(b) Hemkund 
Gurudwara

 Himachal 
Pradesh 

(c) Udayagiri Caves  Maharashtra
(d) Amaravati 
Buddhist Stupa 

Andhra 
Pradesh 

Explanation :  (D)

Vikramashila :

 � It was a Buddhist monastery and one of the 
most important centers of learning in India 
during the Pala Empire. The monastery 
is located at the site of Antichak village, 
Bhagalpur district in Bihar. The monastery 
was constructed between the 9th and 12th 
centuries AD. 

 � The monastery is a huge square structure 
with 208 cells, 52 on each side, that open 
into a common verandah. The monastery 
gradually became a center for Tantric 
Buddhism. 

 � The Vikramshila Museum is located 36 km 
east of the Bhagalpur district in the village 
of Antichak. The museum was established 
in 2004 and exhibits antiquities recovered 
from excavations by the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI). According to legend, 
Khilji forces mistook the university for a 
fortress and burned it down.

 � The site was forgotten for centuries until 
Lakshmikanta Mishra discovered bricks 
and structures in a mound at Antichak 
Village.

Hemkund Sahib :

 � It is also known as Gurudwara Sri Hemkunt 
Sahib Ji, is a Sikh place of worship and 
pilgrimage site in Chamoli, Uttarakhand, 
India. It’s located at an altitude of around 
4,329 meters on the banks of Hemkund 
Lake. 

 � Hemkund Sahib is dedicated to Guru 
Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru, and 
is mentioned in the Dasam Granth. It’s 

believed that Guru Gobind Singh spent 
10 years meditating at the site. For many 
Sikhs, visiting Hemkund Sahib is a way 
to connect with their guru and receive his 
blessings. 

 � Hemkund Sahib is a popular center of Sikh 
pilgrimage, with thousands of devotees 
visiting each summer.

The Udayagiri Caves :

 � They are a complex of 20 rock-cut caves in 
Vidisha, Madhya Pradesh. The caves are 
primarily Hindu temple architecture from 
the early 3rd century CE to the 5th century 
CE. They are known for being some of 
India’s oldest Hindu structures and contain 
some of the oldest surviving Hindu temples 
and iconography. The caves are also known 
as the Sunrise Caves and are a stunning 
representation of the Gupta Empire’s 
architectural and artistic achievements.

The Amaravati Stupa :

 � It is a ruined Buddhist stupa in the village 
of Amaravathi, Palnadu district, Andhra 
Pradesh, India. It was likely built in phases 
between the third century BCE and about 
250 CE. The stupa was one of the biggest in 
Andhra Pradesh with a probable diameter 
of 50 meters and a height of 27 meters. 

 � The stupa was an important monastic 
center until the 14th century AD. It fell 
into disuse and was covered in dust and 
debris over time. In 1797, Colonel Colin 
Mackenzie discovered and made famous 
the stupa. After its discovery, several 
European officials showed interest in the 
sculptures found at the site and even tried 
to excavate the structure. 

 � The Amaravati Stupa is protected by the 
archaeological Survey of India.

116. The initial design and construction of 
which massive temple took place during 
the reign of Suryavarman II? 

(a) Sri Mariamman Temple 
(b) Angkor Vat
(c) Batu Caves Temple 
(d)  Kamakhya Temple
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Explanation :  (B)

The Angkor Wat temple in Cambodia :

 � It was built during the reign of King 
Suryavarman II, who ruled from 1113–
c. 1150. The temple’s initial design and 
construction took place from 1122–1150 
CE, over a period of 28 years. 

 � The temple is dedicated to Lord Vishnu and 
is the world’s largest religious structure. 
Suryavarman II, a religious reformer and 
temple builder, intended the temple to be 
the supreme abode for Vishnu. The temple 
is a break from the Shaiva tradition of 
previous kings.

Sri Mariamman Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in Singapore’s 
Chinatown district. It’s the oldest Hindu 
temple in Singapore, built in 1827 by 
immigrants from South India. The temple 
is dedicated to Goddess Mariamman, who 
is known for her ability to cure epidemic 
illnesses and diseases.

The Batu Caves Temple :

 � It is also known as Sri Subramaniar Swamy 
Temple, is the main attraction of the Batu 
Caves. It is a Hindu temple and tourist 
attraction with intricate carvings and 
sculptures. Some say the temple is a focal 
point for spiritual worship and cultural 
celebrations.

The Kamakhya Temple at Nilachal hills in 
Guwahati, Assam :

 � It is one of the oldest and most revered 
centres of Tantric practices, dedicated to 
the goddess Kamakhya. The temple is the 
center of the Kulachara Tantra Marga and 
the site of the Ambubachi Mela, an annual 
festival that celebrates the menstruation of 
the goddess.

 � Structurally, the temple is dated to the 
8th-9th century with many subsequent 
rebuildings and the final hybrid architecture 
defines a local style called Nilachal. It is also 
one among the oldest 4 of the 51 pithas in 
the Shakta tradition.

117. Who among the following was presented 
with the Sangeet Natak Akadami Ratna 
Award, 2005 for her lifetime achievement 
in dance? 

(a) Chandralekha
(b)  Tanjavur Balasaraswati 
(c) Uma Sharma
(d)  Yamini Krishnamurthy

Explanation :  (A)

 � Chandralekha Prabhudas Patel, also 
known as Chandralekha, received the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Ratna Award in 
2005 for her lifetime achievement in dance. 
Chandralekha is an Indian dancer and 
choreographer.

 � The Sangeet Natak Akademi is India’s 
National Academy of Music, Dance, 
and Drama. It was established in 1952 
to promote and preserve India’s cultural 
heritage through dance, drama, and music. 

 � The Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, also 
known as the “Akademi Puraskar”, is 
the highest national recognition in the 
performing arts. 

118. Which one of the following revolts 
was made famous by Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjee in his novel Anand Math? 

(a)  Bhil uprising
(b)  Rangpur and Dinapur uprising 
(c) Bishnupur and Birbhum rebellion 
(d)  Sanyasi rebellion

Explanation :  (D)

 � Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay’s 1882 
novel Ananda Math is based on the Sannyasi 
Rebellion, which took place from 1763–
1800. The novel is considered a significant 
work in Bengali and Indian literature, and 
its first English publication was titled The 
Abbey of Bliss. 

 � The Sannyasi Rebellion was a civil uprising 
led by religious monks and dispossessed 
zamindars. The rebellion was a response 
to the famine of 1770 and the British East 
India Company’s harsh economic policies. 
The Sanyasis fought back by attacking the 
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company’s factories and state depositories. 
The rebellion was eventually crushed under 
the leadership of Warren Hastings. 

 � Ananda Math also includes the song 
“Vande Mataram”, which is considered 
India’s national song.

The Bhil uprising :

 � It was a tribal uprising that took place in 
1818 in the Dhula district of Maharashtra. 
The uprising was a response to the East 
India Company’s exploitation and denial 
of traditional forest rights to the Bhil 
community. The Bhil uprising was one of 
the first uprisings by a tribal group in India. 

 � The British responded to the uprising by 
sending a force to suppress the rebellion. 
As part of the peace settlement, the British 
gave concessions to various taxes and 
returned forest rights. 

 � The Bhils continued their uprisings until 
1838, when a massive uprising took 
place and was subdued by force. In 1879, 
the Bhils revolted again by killing some 
moneylenders who had exploited them 
economically.

The Rangpur Dhing :

 � It was a rebellion that took place in the 
Rangpur district of Bengal in 1783. The 
rebellion was a protest by peasants and 
zamindars against the East India Company’s 
high revenue demands. The uprising began 
on January 18, 1783, and lasted for five 
weeks. 

 � The rebellion is considered the first 
major uprising against Company rule in 
Bengal. The rebellion brought to light the 
weaknesses of the ijardari system, and the 
government made some reforms to the 
farming system. 

 � The rebellion started under the leadership 
of Dhiraj Narayan.

 � The peasants and zamindars took control 
of the Parganas of Kakina, Kazirhat, and 
Tepa. They attacked courts, looted grains, 
and released prisoners. The uprising also 
spread to Dinajpur.

Bishnupur Rebellion :

 � In 1787, Bishnupur and Birbhum were 
united to form a separate administrative 
unit, with the headquarters moved to Suri. 
This led to a rebellious situation. 

 � In 1788–1790, the peasant masses joined 
bandits in a long and violent rebellion 
against the East India Company’s oppressive 
rule. By November 1789, the English had 
lost control of Bishnupur, and the East 
India Company had suffered significant 
financial losses. 

 � Towards the end of the 18th century, parts 
of the district were affected by the Chuar 
rebellion. The Chuar Rebellion was at its 
peak in 1798–99 under the leadership of 
Durjan Singh, Lal Singh, and Mohan Singh, 
but was crushed by the British Company’s 
forces. 

 � Bishnupur is a city and municipality in the 
Bankura district of West Bengal, India. It is 
known for its terracotta temples, historic 
Radha Krishna temples, and the Baluchari 
sarees.

119. Between which of the following was the 
ancient town of Takshasila located? 

(a)  Indus and Jhelum 
(b) Jhelum and Chenab
(c)  Chenab and Ravi 
(d)  Ravi and Beas 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The ancient city of Takshasila, also known 
as Taxila, was located between the Indus 
and Jhelum rivers. It is located in what is 
now northwestern Pakistan. 

 � Takshasila was a significant center of 
learning and an important city in the 
Mauryan and Gupta Empires. It was part of 
the Indus Valley Civilization, which spread 
across present-day Pakistan and northwest 
India. In 1980, Takshasila was declared a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

120. Lectures from Colombo to Almora is 
based on the experiences of which one of 
the following? 

(a)  Veer Savarkar
(b) Annie Besant
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(c)  Ramkrishna Paramhansa 
(d) Swami Vivekanand

Explanation :  (D)

 � Lectures from Colombo to Almora is based 
on the experiences of Swami Vivekananda. 
The book was published in 1897 and is a 
collection of 29 speeches he delivered in 
India and Sri Lanka after returning from 
the West. 

 � Swami Vivekananda was a Hindu spiritual 
leader and reformer who was born in 
1863 and died in 1902. He is known for 
introducing Vedanta and Yoga to the West 
through his writings and speeches. His 
works, including Lectures from Colombo to 
Almora and Raja Yoga, explore spirituality, 
self-realization, and the unity of religions.

121. The Allahabad Pillar inscription 
is associated with which one of the 
following? 

(a)  Mahapadma Nanda
(b) Chandragupta Maurya
(c) Ashoka
(d)  Samudragupta

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Allahabad Pillar is associated with the 
Mauryan emperor Ashoka, who reigned in 
the 3rd century BCE. Ashoka erected the 
pillar to inscribe his edicts about the spread 
of Buddhism. Later, Samudragupta used 
the pillar to praise his own achievements, 
conquests, and character. 

 � The Allahabad Pillar Inscription is a 4th 
century panegyric of Samudragupta, 
written in Sanskrit prose and verse. The 
inscription describes the king’s virtues and 
military exploits, and mentions that rulers 
of several frontier kingdoms and tribal 
oligarchies paid tribute to Samudragupta. 
The inscription also mentions the Davaka 
kingdom, one of five frontier kingdoms of 
the Gupta Empire.

2007

122. Where is the famous Vijayavitala temple 
having its 56 carved pillars emitting 
musical notes located? 

(a) Belur 
(b) Bhadrachalam
(c)  Hampi 
(d)  Srirangam

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Vijaya Vittala Temple, also known as 
the Vittala Temple, is located in Hampi, 
Karnataka. It’s near the banks of the 
Tungabhadra River in the northeastern 
part of Hampi. 

 � The temple is dedicated to Lord Vitthala, 
an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. It was built 
in the 15th century AD during the reign of 
King Devaraya II (1422 - 1446 AD). 

 � The temple is famous for its 56 musical 
pillars, each 3.  6 meters high, that emit 
musical notes when gently tapped. The 
pillars are known as SaReGaMa pillars, and 
the temple emits seven musical notes when 
tapped. 

 � The temple is a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and is known for its architecture and 
craftsmanship.

123. Who among the following wrote the book 
Babuvivah? 

(a)  Raja Rammohan Roy
(b)  Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
(c)  Pandita Rambai
(d)  Rabindranath Tagore

Explanation :  (B)

 � Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar wrote the book 
Babuvivah. The book was written to protest 
the evil of polygamy. 

 � Vidyasagar was a Bengali
 � educator and social reformer from the 

Indian state of West Bengal.
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124. Near Which one of the following cities 
are Palitana Temples located?

(a)  Bhavnagar 
(b)  Mount Abu
(c)  Nasik 
(d)  Ujjain

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Palitana temples are located near the 
city of Palitana in the Bhavnagar district 
of Gujarat, India. The temples are located 
on Shatrunjaya hills, about 50 kilometers 
southwest of Bhavnagar city. 

 � The Palitana temples are a complex of 
nearly 900 Jain temples, including the main 
temple dedicated to Rishabhanatha. The 
complex is one of the most sacred sites in 
the Svetambara tradition of Jainism, and is 
considered a major pilgrimage center for 
Jains. The earliest temples in the complex 
date back to the 11th century. 

 � Most visitors and pilgrims reach the 
temples by climbing about 3,500 stone 
steps along a hilly trail. Some recommend 
starting the climb at dawn to avoid the 
midday heat, and taking frequent rest stops 
to visit temples along the way.

125. Match List-I with List-II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the lists: 

List-I (Author) List-II (Work)
A. Bankim-

chandra
1.  Shatranj ke Khilari

B. Dinabandhu 
Mitra

2.  Debi Chaudhurani 

C. Premchan-
dra

3. Nil-Darpan : 

4.  Chandrakanta

A B C D

(a)  2 4 1  
(b)  3 4 2 
(c)  2 3 1 
(d)  3 1 4

Explanation :  (C) 

 � Devi Chaudhurani is a Bengali novel 
written by Bankim Chandra Chatterji and 
published in 1884. 

 � Nil Darpan (The Indigo mirror) is a Bengali 
play written by Dinabandhu Mitra in 1858-
1859. The play was essential to Nilbidraha, 
or Indigo revolt of February-March 1859 in 
Bengal.  

 � “Shatranj Ke Khiladi” (The Chess Players) 
is a 1924 Hindi short- story written by 
Munshi Premchand. Premchand also made 
the Urdu version titled “Shatranj ki bazi”.

126. What is the number of spokes in the 
Dharma chakra in hte National Flag of 
India? 

(a)  16   
(b) 18
(c) 22   
(c) 24

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Dharmachakra is a wheel depicted 
with 24 spokes, and is featured in the State 
Emblem of India. The Ashoka Chakra on 
the Indian flag is a navy blue depiction of 
the Dharmachakra on a white background. 

•	 The Indian flag has three horizontal 
stripes: saffron at the top, white in the 
middle, and green at the bottom. The 
Ashoka Chakra is in the center of the white 
stripe. The Ashoka Chakra replaced the 
charkha (spinning wheel) symbol on the 
pre-independence versions of the flag.

2009

127. Where is the famous Virupaksha temple 
located?

(a)  Bhadrachalam
(b)  Chidambaram
(c) Hampi 
(d)  Srikalahasti

Explanation :  (C)
 � The Virupaksha Temple is located in Hampi, 

Karnataka, India. It is part of the Group of 
Monuments at Hampi, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. 
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 � The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva 
and his consort Parvati. It is one of the 
oldest temples in India, dating back to the 
7th century. The temple was originally a 
small place of worship, but was expanded 
into a large shrine by the Vijayanagar 
empire. The temple has many legends and 
myths associated with it. The Virupaksha 
Temple is located on the south bank of the 
Tungabadra river.

128. Consider the following Pairs:

Tradition  State
1. Gatka, a traditional 
    martial art

 Kerala

2. Madhubani, a 
     traditional painting: 

Bihar 

3. Singhey Khababs 
    Sindhu Darshan Festival

 Jammu and 
Kashmir

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

Gatka :

 � It is a traditional martial art that originated 
in the Punjab in the 15th century. It’s a 
stick-fighting style that uses wooden sticks 
to imitate swords. The art form is primarily 
associated with the Sikhs of Punjab and 
other related ethnic groups, such as 
Hindkowans. 

 � Gatka is a battle technique created by Sikh 
warriors during the war period of Sikh 
Gurus. It mainly uses weapons like Kirpan, 
Talwar (Sword), Katar, Shield, and Sotti 
(Stick). 

 � Gatka is now popular as a sport or sword 
dance performance art and is often shown 
during Sikh festivals. In 2023, Gatka was 
officially included in the 37th National 
Games, scheduled to be held in Goa in 
October.

Madhubani painting :

 � It is also known as Mithila art, originated 
in the Madhubani district of the Mithila 
region of Bihar, India.

 � The paintings are known for their line 
drawings filled with bright colors and 
patterns. They also use natural dyes and 
pigments for an eye-catching finish. 

 � The paintings are traditionally created by 
women from many communities in the 
Mithila region. Madhubani is also a major 
export center for these paintings. 

 � Madhubani is a town in the district of the 
same name in Bihar. The name Madhubani 
means “Forest of Money”.

The Singhey Khababs Sindhu Festival :

 � It is also known as the Sindhu Darshan 
Festival, is a three-day festival in Leh, 
Ladakh, India. It’s celebrated annually on 
the full moon day of Guru Purnima, which 
is in June. The festival is held on the banks 
of the Indus River, which is known as the 
Sindhu River in India. 

 � The festival’s purpose is to promote tourism 
in the Ladakh region and to highlight the 
Indus River as a symbol of India’s cultural 
identity. It’s also considered a symbol of 
India’s unity and communal harmony.

129. In which State is the Buddhist site Tabo 
Monastery located? 

(a)  Arunachal Pradesh 
(b)  Himachal Pradesh 
(c)  Sikkim 
(d)  Uttarakhand

Explanation :  (B)
 � The Buddhist site Tabo Monastery is 

located in the Tabo village of Spiti Valley, 
Himachal Pradesh, India. 

 � Tabo Monastery is an example of vernacular 
architecture from the Lahaul and Spiti 
region of Himachal Pradesh. It was founded 
in 996 CE by the Tibetan Buddhist Lotsawa 
Rinchen Zangpo on behalf of the king of 
the western Himalayan Kingdom of Guge, 
Yeshe-O. It is one of the oldest Buddhist 
pilgrimage centers in the Trans-Himalayas 
region.
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130. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the lists:

List-I (Famous 
Temple)

List-II (State)

A. Vidyashankara 1.Andhra Pradesh
B. Rajarani Temple 2.Karnataka
C. Kandariya 
Mahadeo Temple 

3.Madhya Pradesh

D. Bhimesvara 
Temple 

4.Orissa 

Codes:  A B C D

(a)  2 4 3 1 
(b)  2 3 4 1
(c)  1 4 3 2 
(d)  1 3 4 2 

Explanation :  (A)

The Vidyashankara Temple :

 � It is a 14th century temple in Sringeri, 
Karnataka, India. It was built in 1338 AD 
and is a combination of the Hoysala and 
Dravidian architectural styles. 

 � The temple is made entirely of stone and has 
six doorways, a richly sculpted plinth, and 
12 pillars surrounding the mandapa. The 
pillars each represent one of the 12 zodiac 
signs. The temple also has a garbhagriha on 
the western side, with Vidya Ganapati on 
one side and Durga on the other.

The Rajarani Temple :

 � It is an 11th-century Hindu temple in 
Bhubaneswar, India. It’s also known as the 
“love temple” because of its carvings of 
couples and women. The temple is built in 
the Kalinga architectural style and is known 
for its architecture. 

 � The temple is located in the Khurda district, 
northeast of Lingaraj temple. It’s about 4 
kilometers from Biju Patnaik International 
Airport, and you can take a taxi or auto 
rickshaw to the temple in about 11 minutes.
The Kandariya Mahadeva Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in the Khajuraho Group 
of Monuments in Madhya Pradesh, India. 

It’s considered one of the best examples of 
medieval temples in India. 

 � The temple was built between 1025–1050 
AD. It’s the largest and most ornate temple 
in the Khajuraho complex, with about 870 
sculptures. The temple is built in the shape 
of a steep mountain, with 84 mini shikharas 
on the roof to represent the minor mountain 
peaks around Mount Meru. The temple’s 
name means “the Great God of the Cave”.

Bhimeshvara Temple :

 � It is located in Nilagunda, in the Davangere 
district of Karnataka, India. The temple is 
sometimes confused with other temples in 
the state. 

 � The temple was constructed in the 11th 
century AD during the rule of the Chalukyas 
of Kalyana. Others say it’s a lovely place, but 
needs maintenance.

131. Consider the following statements:  

1. The National School of Drama was 
set up by Sangeet Natak Akademi in 
1959.  

2. The highest honour conferred by the 
Sahitya Akademi on a writer is by 
electing him its Fellow. 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � National School of Drama (NSD) was 
established in 1959 by the Sangeet Natak 
Akademi. The NSD is a theater training 
institute in New Delhi, India, and is 
considered one of the world’s leading 
theater training institutions. In 1975, the 
NSD became an independent entity and was 
registered as an autonomous organization. 
In 2005, it was granted deemed university 
status. 

 � The NSD offers training in acting, stagecraft, 
and related subjects. It has four regional 
centers in addition to its Delhi campus: 
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1. Gangtok, 
2. Bengaluru,
3. Agartala, and
4. Varanasi.

 � Sahitya Akademi Fellowship is the highest 
honor that the Sahitya Akademi, India’s 
National Academy of Letters, can bestow 
on a living writer. The fellowship is reserved 
for “the immortals of literature” and is 
limited to 21 fellows at any given time. 

 � The fellowship was established in 1968. The 
awardees are selected by a three-member 
jury and receive a casket containing an 
engraved copper-plaque and a cheque for 
Rs. 50,000.

2010

132. There are only two known examples of 
cave paintings of the Gupta period in 
ancient India. One of these is paintings of 
Ajanta caves. Where is the other surviving 
example of Gupta paintings?

(a)  Bagh caves 
(b)  Ellora caves
(c)  Lomas Rishi cave 
(d Nasik caves

Explanation :  (A)

 � The other surviving example of Gupta 
paintings is the   Bagh caves, which are 
located in Madhya Pradesh. The Bagh caves 
are a group of nine rock-cut monuments 
near Gwalior.  They are considered an 
extension of the Ajanta school, and are 
similar in design, execution, and decoration. 

 � The paintings display the distinctive Gupta 
artistic style, with their elegant figures, 
vibrant colors, attention to detail, and 
narrative depictions. 

 � The Gupta period is generally regarded as a 
classic peak and golden age of North Indian 
art for all the major religious groups. The 
period saw the emergence of the iconic 
carved stone deity in Hindu art. 

Ellora Caves :

 � They are a series of 34 rock-cut temples 
in the Charanandri hills of Maharashtra, 

India. The caves were built between 600 
and 1000 CE and contain inscriptions from 
the 6th century CE onwards. The caves are 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site and are 
also known as verul caves. 

 � The caves are a multi-religious complex 
that showcases the spirit of tolerance and 
co-existence that was characteristic of 
ancient India.

•	 The caves are home to three religions: 
Buddhism, Jainism, and Brahminism, and 
illustrate the spirit of tolerance that allowed 
these religions to establish their sanctuaries 
and communities in one place.

The Lomas Rishi Cave :

 � It is a man-made sanctuary cave in the 
Barabar Caves complex in the Jehanabad 
district of Bihar, India. The cave is located 
on the southern side of the Barabar Hills, 
about 19 kilometers from Gaya. 

 � The Lomas Rishi Cave is one  of four  
Barabar Caves, which are the oldest 
surviving rock-cut caves in India. The caves 
are carved from granite and date back to 
the 3rd century BC, during the Mauryan 
Empire. The name “baraabar” means “on 
par with one another”. 

 � The Lomas Rishi Cave has two rooms, 
an arch-like façade, and an elaborately-
decorated door with a row of elephants and 
makara (crocodile) motifs. The entrance 
is shaped like an elephant’s back. The cave 
is unfinished and has no inscription of 
Ashoka. 

 � The caves were donated as dwellings to 
Ajivika ascetics, an ancient Indian religion 
that vanished after the 14th century.

Nasik caves :

 � They are a  group of  23 rock - cut  caves 
located on Trirashmi hill in Nasik, 
Maharashtra. The caves were carved 
between the 1st century BCE and the 3rd 
century CE, and additional sculptures were 
added up to about the 6th century. The caves 
reflect the Hinayana sect of Buddhism. 

 � The caves are also known as Pandavleni 
caves or Trirashmi caves. They are located 
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on the north face of a hill called Trirasmi 
in ancient times, 8 km southwest of Nasik 
town. The caves are built on the Trirasmi 
hill about 3004 feet above the sea. 

 � The Pandavleni Caves were built by 
Buddhist monks who sought solace 
and enlightenment in these  serene 
surroundings. The location provides 
a serene and peaceful atmosphere, 
making it conducive to meditation and 
contemplation.

2011

133. The Jain philosophy holds that the world 
is created and maintained by: 

(a) Universal law
(b) Universal Truth
(c) Universal Faith
(d) Universal Soul

Explanation :  (A)

 � According to the Jain philosophy, the world 
is created and maintained by Universal Law. 
Jainism doesn’t believe in a creator deity. 
Instead, the Jain doctrine states that the 
universe and its components have always 
existed. 

 � Jainism, also known as Jain Dharma, is an 
Indian religion.

 � Jainism traces its spiritual ideas and 
history through the succession of twenty-
four tirthankaras (supreme preachers of 
Dharma), with the first in the current 
time cycle being Rishabhadeva, whom 
the tradition holds to have lived millions 
of years ago, the twenty-third tirthankara 
Parshvanatha, whom historians date to the 
9th century BCE, and the twenty-fourth 
tirthankara Mahavira, around 600 BCE.

 � Jainism is considered an eternal dharma 
with the tirthankaras guiding every 
time cycle of the cosmology. The three 
main pillars of Jainism are ahimsā (non-
violence), anekāntavāda (non-absolutism), 
and aparigraha (asceticism).

•	 Jain monks take five main vows: 
1. ahimsā (non-violence), 
2. satya (truth), 

3. asteya (not stealing), 
4. brahmacharya (chastity), and 
5. aparigraha (non-possessiveness).

 � These principles have affected Jain culture 
in many ways, such as leading to a 
predominantly lacto-vegetarian lifestyle.

2012

134. The Nagara, the Dravida and the Vesara 
are the: 

(a) Three main racial groups of the Indian 
subcontinent

(b) Three main linguistic divisions into 
which the languages of India can be 
classified.

(c) Three main styles of Indian Temple 
Architecture

(d) Three main musical gharanas were 
prevalent in India.

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Nagara, Dravida, and Vesara are three 
main styles of Hindu temple architecture in 
India.

The Nagara style :

 � It is a Hindu style of temple architecture that 
originated in northern India. It’s popular 
in Northern, Western, and Eastern India, 
especially in the regions around Malwa, 
Rajputana, and Kalinga. 

Here are some features of the Nagara 
style:

1. Raised plinth :

 � The temple is built on a raised stone 
platform with steps leading up to it.

2. Garbha griha :

 � The garbha griha, or sanctum sanctorum, 
is the most sacred part of the temple. It’s a 
perfect square and houses the image or idol 
of the main deity.

3. Shikhara :

 � The most distinguishable aspect of Nagara 
style temples is the towering shikhara, 
or “mountain peak”, that towers over the 
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garbha griha. The earliest temples have 
just one shikhara, but later temples have 
several. The garbhagriha is always located 
directly under the tallest tower.

4. Kalasha :

 � The shikhara is topped by a bulbous finial 
called a kalasha.

5. Plan :

 � The plan of a Nagara style of temple is four-
sided, but the whole temple plan could be 
oblong.

6. Subdivisions :

 � There are many subdivisions of nagara 
temples depending on the shape of the 
shikhara.

Here are some examples of Nagara style 
temples:

1. Kandariya Mahadeva Temple: Lo-
cated in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh

2. Jagdish Temple: Located in Udaipur, 
Rajasthan

3. Khajuraho temple complex: A UNE-
SCO World Heritage Site

4. Konark Sun Temple: A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site

5. Mahabodhi Temple: A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site

6. Sun Temple in Modhera, Gujarat: 
An example of Nagara-style temple 
architecture

7. Ossian Temple in Gujarat: An exam-
ple of Nagara-style temple architec-
ture

Dravidian architecture :

 � It is a style of temple architecture that 
originated in South India during the Gupta 
period. It’s one of the three main styles of 
Indian temple architecture, along with the 
Nagara and Vesara styles. 

Here are some features of Dravidian 
architecture:

1. Compound wall: The temple is sur-
rounded by a compound wall.

2. Gopuram: The entrance gateway is 
located in the center of the front wall.

3. Vimana: The main temple tower is a 
stepped pyramid that rises geomet-
rically. The vimana is also known as 
the gopuram or shikhara. It’s typically 
adorned with intricate carvings and 
sculptures, and often has multiple 
tiers.

4. Pillars and pilasters: The temple has 
pillars and pilasters.

5. Curved top: The temple has a curved 
top.

6. Boundary walls: The temple has 
boundary walls.

7. Water tank: The temple enclosure has 
a water tank.

8. Panchayatan style: The temple 
grounds are designed in the pancha-
yatan style, with a main temple and 
four smaller shrines. 

 � Some examples of  Dravidian   t e m p l e s  
include the Brihadeeshwara temple at 
Thanjavur and the Gangaikondacholapuram 
temple.

The Vesara style of temple architecture :

 � It is a combination of the Dravidian and 
Nagara styles of temple architecture. It’s a 
hybrid form of Indian temple architecture, 
with the plan and shape of South Indian 
temples and the details of North Indian 
temples. 

 � The Vesara style is said to have originated 
in the mid-seventh century A.D. with the 
later Chalukya rulers. The word “Vesara” 
is derived from the Sanskrit word vishra, 
which means “an area to walk for a long 
time”. 
Some features of the Vesara style include:

1. Dravidian vimana
2. Nagara-type faceted walls
3. Selective merging of the
4. Nagara and Dravida orders
5. A star-shaped plan
6. Projecting angles in circles with 

centers in the middle of the shrine 
and mandap
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7. Pillars, doorways, ceilings are 
decorated with intricate carvings

8. A usually pyramidal tower, similar 
to the Dravida style, but may lack 
the stepped appearance seen in pure 
Dravida architecture 

 � Some famous temples of Vesara style are the 
Kailashnath temple, Ellora, Chennakesava 
temple, Virupaksha temple, and Ladkhan 
temple.

135. With reference to Dhrupad, one of the 
major traditions of India that has been 
kept alive for centuries, Which of the 
following statements are correct? 

1. Dhrupad originated and developed 
in the Rajput kingdoms during the 
Mughal period

2. Dhrupad is primarily a devotional 
and spiritual music

3. Dhrupad alap uses Sanskrit syllables 
from Mantras.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None of the above is correct.

Explanation :  (B)

 � Dhrupad did not originate in the Rajput 
kingdoms during the Mughal period. 

 � Dhrupad is a major Indian tradition that has 
been kept alive for centuries. It is a spiritual 
and devotional music that originated from 
the chanting of Vedic hymns and mantras.

•	 Dhrupad is performed in two parts: 
1. Alap and 
2. Bandish.

 � In the Alap, the singer uses syllables from 
Sanskrit Mantras. 

 � Dhrupad is said to be the oldest vocal 
music, with origins dating back to the 16th 
century at Akbar’s Mughal court. Some of 
its most important traits include the sung 
lyrics and adherence to rhythm and melody.

136. How do you distinguish between 
Kuchipudi and Bharatanatyam dances? 

1. Dancers occasionally speaking 
dialogues is found in Kuchipudi 
dance but not in Bharatnatyam

2. Dancing on the brass plate by keeping 
the feet on its edges is a feature 
of Bharatnatyam but Kuchipudi 
dance does not have such a form of 
movements.

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 or 2 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dancers in Kuchipudi occasionally speak 
dialogues, but Bharatanatyam dancers do 
not. 

 � Kuchipudi and Bharatanatyam are both 
classical Indian dance forms that originated 
in the southern state of Andhra Pradesh.

Here are some other differences between 
the two dances:

1. Dialogue: Kuchipudi dancers 
sometimes speak dialogues, which are 
called “Sutras” or “Abhinaya Darpana”. 
These dialogues are usually used 
to tell stories or convey emotions. 
Bharatanatyam dancers do not speak 
dialogues.

2. Brass plate: Kuchipudi dancers dance 
on a brass plate, but Bharatanatyam 
dancers do not.

3. Origin: Bharatanatyam originated in 
the temples of South India.

4. Facial expressions: Bharatanatyam 
relies on abhinaya, or facial 
expressions. 

 � Bharatanatyam is a dance form that 
focuses on expressive storytelling through 
body movements, gestures, and facial 
expressions. The Bharatanatyam style is 
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known for its fixed upper torso, bent legs, 
and flexed knees combined with footwork.

137. With reference to the history of Ancient 
India, which of the following was/were 
common to both Buddhism and Jainism? 

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance 
and enjoyment

2. Indifference to the authority of Vedas
3. Denial of the efficacy of rituals

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

Buddhism and Jainism share many 
similarities, including:

1. Karma :

 � Both religions believe in karma, which is 
the attachment of positive and negative 
forces to the soul.

2. Salvation :

 � Both religions believe that salvation can 
only be achieved through nirvana.

3. Helping others :

 � Both religions believe in helping others and 
teaching their values to others.

4. Materialistic world :

 � Both religions teach to stay away from the 
materialistic world and desires.

5. Moral lives :

 � Both religions give importance to the moral 
lives of people.

6. Harm to humans :

 � The teachings of Jainism and Buddhism 
condemn all sorts of harm meted to 
humans or living beings.

7. Non-violence :

 � Both religions believe and propagate non-
violence, good social conduct, charity, and 
generosity.

8. Atheism :

 � Both religions are atheistic in the sense that 
they don’t believe in there’s a creator god or 
any super being.

9. Common background :

 � Both religions have a common background 
associated with the Aryan Culture.

10.Against Veda :

 � Both religions were against Vedas and 
the Vedic culture as well as against  
Brahmanism.

 � Denial of efficiency of rituals
 � Both religions deny the efficiency of rituals.
 � Only those who left their homes could gain 

true knowledge
 � Both religions believe that only those who 

left their homes could gain true knowledge.
 � Non injury to animal life

Buddhism and Jainism also share some 
other similarities, including:

1. Both religions emerged as a new 
religious ideas from late 6th century 
BCE.

2. Both religions preached Satya, 
Ahimsa, Brahmacharya, and 
detachment from the materialistic 
world.

138. Lord Buddha’s image is sometimes 
shown with the hand gesture called 
“Bhumisparsha mudra”. It symbolises: 

(a) Buddha’s calling of the Earth to watch 
over Mara and to prevent Mara from 
disturbing his meditation

(b) Buddha’s calling of the Earth to 
witness his purity and chastity despite 
the temptations of Mara

(c) Buddha’s reminder to his followers 
that they all arise from Earth and 
finally dissolve into the Earth, and 
thus this life is transitory.
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(d) Both statements (a)and (b) are correct 
in this context.

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Bhumisparsha mudra is a hand 
gesture that symbolizes the Buddha’s 
enlightenment. It’s formed by extending 
the five fingers of the right hand to touch 
the ground. The left hand rests on the lap. 

 � The mudra represents the moment of 
the Buddha’s enlightenment, when he 
summoned the earth goddess, Sthavara, to 
witness his attainment of enlightenment. 
It also symbolizes the Buddha’s calling of 
the Earth to witness his purity and chastity 
despite the temptations of Mara. 

 � The Bhumisparsha mudra also 
commemorates the Buddha’s victory over 
the temptation by the demon-king Mara. 

 � In Buddhist art, mudras are a set of hand 
gestures and finger positions that serve as 
symbols representing the Buddha’s various 
roles and states of mind.

 � Mudras are symbolic or ritual gestures or 
poses in Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism. 
They are spiritual gestures employed in 
the iconography and spiritual practice of 
Indian religions.

Some mudras of Buddha :

1. Dhyana mudra :

 � One of the five common mudras in Buddhist 
art. It refers to the prince Siddhartha 
meditating under the pipal tree before he 
achieved enlightenment.

2. Abhaya mudra :

 � This mudra is made with the open palm of 
the right hand, extending outwards at the 
chest level or slightly higher. Translated 
from Sanskrit as fearlessness, it signifies 
“stop”. This means to end fears and phobias 
that can cloud your mind.

3. Dharmachakra mudra :

 � This mudra is a reference to the Buddha’s 
first sermon at Sarnath. It gets its name 
from its association with the eponymous 
dharmachakra or “wheel of law”.

4. Varada mudra :

 � Also known as the “Favourable Mudra” or 
the Mudra of granting wishes/mercy. This 
mudra has also been depicted in various 
Buddha statues.

5. Vitarka mudra :

 � This mudra symbolizes the pursuit of 
knowledge. Vastu Shastra suggests that 
placing a Buddha statue with the Vitarka 
mudra on your library, work, or study desk 
can help you attain excellence in work and 
academic pursuits.

6. Anjali mudra :

 � This mudra denotes welcome, prayer, and 
devotion motion.

7. Uttarabodhi mudra :

 � This mudra denotes the supreme 
enlightenment through connecting 
oneself with divine universal energy. It is 
performed with the help of both the hands, 
which are placed at the heart with the index 
fingers touching and pointing upwards and 
the remaining fingers intertwined.

2013

139. Consider the following Bhakti Saints:

1. Dadu Dayal
2. Guru Nanak
3. Tyagaraja

Who among the above was/were 
preaching when the Lodi dynasty fell and 
Babur took over?

(a) 1 and 3
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 1 and 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Guru Nanak Dev was born in 1469. Babur 
defeated Ibrahim Lodi in 1526.  

 � When Babur took over and established 
the Mughal dynasty Nanak was travelling 
to different parts of India and preaching 
Sikhism.
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 � Babur once met Guru Nanak during one of 
his travel.

Some important Bhakti saints:

Ramanuja :

 � A well-known Bhakti saint from Tamil 
Nadu in the 11th century. He is known 
for his “Vishishtadvaita” philosophy and 
preached about salvation through devotion 
to Lord Vishnu.

Vallabhacharya :

 � A prominent Bhakti saint and philosopher. 
His devotees built a temple in Champaranya, 
where he was born, which is now a 
pilgrimage site.

Guru Nanak :

 � A highly influential Bhakti saint who 
incorporated ideas from both Hinduism 
and Islam. His teachings include the 
importance of reciting God’s name with 
devotion and the need for a Guru for 
salvation.

Eknath :

 � A popular and important Bhakti saint from 
Maharashtra who lived in the 16th century. 
He was also a prolific writer and social 
reformer.

Ramananda :

 � A 15th century Bhakti saint from Prayag 
who is considered the first great Bhakti 
saint of North India. He believed in two 
principles: perfect love for God and human 
brotherhood.

Dadu Dayal :

 � A well-known Bhakti saint from the Hindu 
tradition of North India. His compositions 
aimed to bring Hinduism and Islam closer 
together.

Mirabai :

 � A popular Bhakti saint and devotee of Lord 
Krishna. She was a medieval Hindu spiritual 
poet from a royal family in Rajasthan. Her 
hymns dedicated to Lord Krishna are still 
popular and revered in north India. 

 � Bhakti saints often expressed their 
sentiments through song, poetry, and 
music, and often attracted thousands 
of followers. They largely rejected the 
hereditary caste system and its emphasis on 
prescribed ritual. Instead, they stressed the 
need for morality, purity of heart, and an 
attitude of selfless service.

140. With reference to the history of 
philosophical thought in India, consider 
the following statements regarding 
Sankhya school: 

1. Sankhya does not accept the theory of 
rebirth or transmigration of the soul.

2. Sankhya holds that it is the self-
knowledge that leads to liberation and 
not any exterior influence or agent.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Sankhya is one of the six orthodox schools 
of Indian philosophy and accepts the theory 
of rebirth. 

 � Sankhya believes that the individual soul, 
or Purusha, is eternal and unchanging. 
It also believes that the soul moves from 
one body to another after death. However, 
Sankhya distinguishes between the soul 
and the material body, which is considered 
temporary and subject to change. 

 � Sankhya also believes in the “Law of 
Karma” and that the attainment of 
Moksha/Liberation is the highest goal of 
human struggle. Sankhya believes that 
self-knowledge leads to liberation and 
that liberation is attained through the 
knowledge of the true nature of the self. 

 � Sankhya is believed to have been founded 
by the Vedic sage Kapila around 550 BCE.
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141. Some Buddhist rock-cut caves are called 
Chaityas, while the others are called 
Viharas. What is the difference between 
the two?

(a) Vihara is a place of worship, while 
Chaitya is the dwelling place of the 
monks.

(b) Chaitya is a place of worship, while 
Vihara is the dwelling place of the 
monks.

(c) Chaitya is the stupa at the far end of 
the cave, while Vihara is the hall axial 
to it

(d) There is no material difference 
between the two.

Explanation :  (B)

 � In Buddhist rock cut cave temples, a 
chaitya is a place of worship, and a vihara is 
a residence for monks. 

 � Chaityas are stupa monument halls, and 
viharas are monasteries with residence halls 
for monks. Chaityas are usually located 
at the center of the apse, and viharas are 
located on three sides of the monastery. 

 � Chaityas are places of worship, and viharas 
are prayer halls. The word “chaitya” comes 
from the word “chita”, which is a mound of 
ashes formed by the cremation of a dead 
body. Eventually, it came to mean the earth 
mound heaped over the ashes or relics of a 
saint. 

 � Viharas are dwellings of one or two stories, 
fronted by a pillared veranda. They contain 
large windows above a decorated main 
door and long rows of pillars.

142. Which one of the following describes best 
the concept of Nirvana in Buddhism?  

(a) The extinction of the flame of desire
(b) The complete annihilation of self
(c) A state of bliss and rest
(d) A mental stage beyond all 

comprehension
Explanation :  (A)

 � The concept of Nirvana in Buddhism is best 
described as the extinction of the flame of 
desire. 

 � Nirvana is the earliest and most common 
term used to describe the goal of the 
Buddhist path. It means the extinction of 
craving, or the extinction of the fires of 
attachment, aversion, and ignorance. 

 � In the Buddhist tradition, Nirvana is 
described as the extinguishing of the fires 
that cause rebirths and associated suffering.

The Buddhist texts identify these “three 
fires” or “three poisons” as:

1. Raga: Greed, sensuality

2. Dvesha: Aversion, hate

3. Avidya or moha: Ignorance, delusion 
 � Nirvana is not a place but an experience 

and could be attained in this life. 
•	 The four stages of achieving Nirvana are: 

1. Stream enterer, 
2. Once returner, 
3. Non returner, 
4. Fully enlightened. 

 � The stages are determined by how many of 
the 10 fetters (sanyojanas) the practitioner 
has eradicated. 

 � The Bodhi Tree is a Buddhist symbol of 
enlightenment. It represents the place 
where the Buddha attained Nirvana or 
Enlightenment. The original Bodhi tree is a 
fig that stands in Bhod Gaya, India, and is a 
sacred pilgrimage site.

143. Which of the following statements is/are 
applicable to Jain doctrine? 

1. The surest way of annihilating Karma 
is to practise penance.

2. Every object, even the smallest 
particle, has a soul.

3. Karma is the bane of the soul and 
must be ended.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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Explanation :  (D)

 � According to Jain doctrines, the surest way 
to annihilate karma is to practice penance. 
Penance is a means to purify the soul and 
eradicate karmas. It involves self-discipline, 
self-control, and self-mortification. 

 � According to Jain teachings, the cycle of 
birth and rebirth is shaped through karma.

 � Asceticism and penance are required to free 
oneself from the cycle of karma. This can 
be achieved only by renouncing the world; 
therefore, monastic existence is a necessary 
condition of salvation.

 � According to Jainism, souls exist in all 
living things, including plants, animals, 
and humans. Jain doctrine also states that 
souls exist in non-living entities, such as 
rocks, water, and even the tiniest particles.

 � According to Jainism, karma is a subtle 
matter that infiltrates the soul and obscures 
its natural qualities. It’s also thought of as a 
kind of pollution that taints the soul with 
various colors.

144. In the context of the cultural history 
of India, a pose in dance and dramatics 
called ‘Tribhanga’ has been a favourite 
of Indian artists from ancient times till 
today.  

Which one of the following statements 
best describes this pose?

(a) One leg is bent and the body is slightly 
but oppositely curved at the waist and 
neck

(b) Facial expressions, hand gestures and 
make-up are combined to symbolize 
certain epic or historic characters

(c) Movements of body, face and hands 
are used to express oneself or to tell a 
story

(d) A little smile, slightly curved waist and 
certain hand gestures are emphasized 
to express the feelings of love or 
eroticism

Explanation :  (A)

 � Tribhanga is a standing body position in 
traditional Indian art and classical dance 
forms. It is a three-fold bending of the body, 

with the torso deflecting in one direction 
and the head and hips deflecting in the 
opposite direction. The body is oppositely 
curved at the waist and neck, giving it a 
gentle “S” shape. 

 � The word Tribhanga comes from Sanskrit, 
with tri meaning “three” and bhanga 
meaning “attitude” or “posture”. It is 
considered the most graceful and sensual 
of the Odissi positions. 

 � Tribhanga is also used in some traditional 
Indian sculptures. It has been a favorite of 
Indian artists from ancient times.

145. Consider the following historical places:  

1. Ajanta Caves
2. Lepakshi Temple
3. Sanchi Stupa

Which of the above places is/are also 
known for mural paintings?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

Explanation :  (B)

Mural Paintings :

 � The mural is the only form of painting that 
is truly three-dimensional since it modifies 
and partakes a given space.

 � Mural paintings are applied on drywall 
with the major use of egg, yolk, oil, etc.

•	 Notable examples : Ajanta Caves, Bagh 
Caves, Sittanavasal Caves, Armamalai 
Cave (Tamil Nadu), Kailasa temple (Ellora 
Caves).

 � Murals from this period depict mainly 
religious themes of Buddhist, Jain, and 
Hindu.

 � Depict a large number of incidents from 
the life of the Buddha (Jataka Tales).

 � Exclusively Buddhist, excepting decorative 
patterns on the ceilings and the pillars.

The Ajanta Caves :

 � They are a series of 29 rock-cut Buddhist 
caves in the Sahyadri ranges of Maharashtra, 
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India. The caves were excavated from around 
200 BC to 650 AD and are considered to be 
among the earliest Buddhist architectures. 

 � The caves are located on the Waghora river, 
near Aurangabad, in a horseshoe-shaped 
bend of rock surface that overlooks the 
river. The valley’s location provided a calm 
environment for Buddhist monks during 
the rainy seasons. 

 � The caves are known for their carvings and 
sculptures that depict the life of Buddha, 
as well as their frescoes. The caves are 
considered to be the beginning of classical 
Indian art, and are an example of ancient 
Buddhist rock-cut architecture. 

 � The caves are divided into two phases and 
are numbered thirty in total. Four of the 
caves were used as prayer halls, and 25 were 
used as residential caves. 

 � The Ajanta Caves were discovered in 1819 
by British Army officers hunting tigers in 
the gorge of the Waghora River.

Lepakshi Temple:

 � It is located in Andhra Pradesh, India, is 
a 16th-century temple dedicated to Lord 
Shiva. It is known for its intricate carvings 
and mural paintings.

 � The mural paintings at Lepakshi Temple 
depict scenes from Hindu mythology and 
showcase the exquisite craftsmanship of the 
Vijayanagara Empire. These paintings are 
characterized by vibrant colors, intricate 
detailing, and a unique blend of South 
Indian and Vijayanagara art styles.

Sanchi Stupa :

 � It is located in Madhya Pradesh, India, is 
one of the oldest stone structures in India 
and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It 
was built by Emperor Ashoka in the 3rd 
century BCE to enshrine the relics of Lord 
Buddha. While Sanchi Stupa is primarily 
known for its architectural significance 
and Buddhist symbolism, it does not have 
mural paintings.

146. With reference to the history of Indian 
rock-cut architecture, consider the 
following statements: 

1. The caves at Badami are the oldest 
surviving rock-cut caves in India.

2. The Barabar rock-cut caves were 
originally made for Ajivikas by 
Emperor Chandragupta Maurya.

3. At Ellora, caves were made for 
different faiths.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � No, the caves at Badami are not the oldest 
surviving rock-cut caves in India. The 
Barabar Caves in Bihar are the oldest 
surviving rock-cut caves in India, dating 
from the 3rd century BCE. 

 � The Barabar Caves were built for the 
Ajivikas by Emperor Ashoka, the grandson 
of Emperor Chandragupta Maurya. Some 
of the caves have Ashokan inscriptions and 
are located in the Bela Ganj Block of Gaya 
district, Bihar, India. 

 � The Badami Caves are a Shaivite cave with 
carvings of an 18-armed dancing Shiva, 
a two-handed Ganesha, Mahishasura 
Mardini, Ardha Nareeshwara, and 
Shankarnarayana. The ceiling is adorned 
by a serpent motif and other carved figures. 

 � Badami is a town in the Bagalkot district of 
Karnataka, India. It was the capital of the 
Badami Chalukyas from 540 to 757.  

 � Ellora caves are a complex of Hindu (Caves 
13-29), Buddhist (Caves 1-12) and Jain 
(Caves 30-34) monuments.  

 � These were built during the Rashtrakuta 
dynasty. It was designated as a World 
heritage site By UNESCO.
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147. Chaitra, one of the national calendars 
based on the Saka Era, corresponds to 
which one of the following dates of the 
Gregorian calendar in a normal year of 
365 days?  

(a) 22nd March (or 21st March)
(b) 15th May (or 16th May)
(c) 21st March (or 30th March)
(d) 21st April (or 20th April)

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Saka era is believed to have been 
founded by King Kanishka of the Kushan 
dynasty in 78 AD.

 � The Saka calendar has 12 months, each 
with 30–31 days, and 365 days in total. The 
calendar is based on a luni solar reckoning 
of time and follows the tropical Zodiac 
signs. The first month of the Saka Samvat is 
Chaitra, which begins on March 22.During 
a leap year, Chaitra begins on March 21.

 � The Saka calendar is similar to the 
Gregorian calendar, which also has 12 
months and 365 days. 

 � The Indian National Calendar, based on the 
Saka era, was adopted by the Parliament of 
India in 1957. The calendar starts from the 
month of Chaitra, which falls on March 22 
each year, except for leap years, when it falls 
on March 21. The calendar has a duration 
of 365 days. 

The months of the Saka calendar are:

1. Chaitra: March 21–April 20
2. Vaishakha: April 21–May 21
3. Jyeshtha: May 22–June 21
4. Ashadha: June 22–July 22
5. Shravana: July 23–August 22
6. Bhadra: August 22–September 22
7. Ashwin: September 23–October 22
8. Kartika: October 23–November 21
9. Agrahayana: November 22–Decem-

ber 21
10. Pausha: December 22–January 20
11. Magha : January 21 - February 19

12. Phalguna. : February 20 - March 21

148. With reference to Buddhist history, 
tradition and culture in India, consider 
the following pairs: 

Famous Shrine  Location
1.  Tabo monas-

tery and 
 Spiti Valley temple 

complex
2.  Lhotsava 

Lhakhang 
 Zanskar Valley

3.  Alchi Temple 
Complex 

 Ladakh

Which of the above pairs given is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � The correct option is C, 1 and 3 only 
 � Tabo monastery and temple complex Spiti 

Valley 
 � Lhotsava Lhakhang temple, Nako Kinnaur 

Valley 
 � Alchi temple complex Ladakh

149. Consider the following statements :  

1. ‘Bijak’ is a composition of the 
teachings of Saint Dadu Dayal.

2. The Philosophy of PushtiMarg was 
propounded by Madhvacharya.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (D)

 � Bijak is a compilation of the teachings 
of Kabir, a 15th-century Indian mystic 
poet and saint. It is the holy scripture for 
followers of the Kabirpanthi religion. 
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 � Bijak is one of the earliest major texts in 
modern Hindi and Bagheli. It provides 
insight into the life and philosophy of Kabir 
and the developing synthesis of Indo-
Islamic culture.

 � Vallabhacharya (1479-1531) is credited 
with propounding the philosophy of 
PushtiMarg, also known as the “Path of 
Grace”. 

 � PushtiMarg is a Vaishnava sect of 
Hinduism that focuses on Krishna worship. 
It is popular in the western Indian states of 
Gujarat and Rajasthan. 

 � PushtiMarg adherents believe that Krishna 
is the supreme being and the source of 
everything that exists. They also believe that 
the human soul is imbued with Krishna’s 
divine light and that spiritual liberation 
results from Krishna’s grace. 

 � PushtiMarg is also known as Pushti Bhakti 
Marg. It is a devotional path in Hinduism 
that focuses on the grace and divine love of 
Lord Krishna.

150. A community of people called 
Manganiyars is well-known for their  

(a) Martial arts in North-East India
(b) Musical tradition in North-West 

India.
(c) Classical vocal music in South India.
(d) Pietra dura tradition in Central India

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Manganiyars are a community of folk 
musicians from the Thar Desert region 
of Rajasthan. They are known for their 
classical folk music and their playing of the 
Khartal, a traditional Rajasthani percussion 
instrument. The Manganiyars are also 
known for keeping family histories alive 
through their songs. 

 � The Manganiyars are a hereditary 
community that has survived for centuries 
by performing music and receiving 
patronage from wealthy merchants. Their 
name means “those who ask for alms”.

Pietra dura :

 � It is a decorative art technique that involves 

inlaying cut and polished stones to create 
images. It’s also known as parchin kari in 
the Indian subcontinent. 

 � Shah Jahan introduced the technique 
during his reign, which is known as the 
Golden Age of Mughal Architecture. The 
Taj Mahal, finished in 1643, is a famous 
example of pietra dura. Other examples 
include the Agra Fort and the Red Fort in 
Delhi. 

 � The technique involves cutting, fitting, 
and polishing semi-precious stones like 
agate, jasper, lapislazuli, and jade. The 
stones are then placed in depressions 
carved into marble or sandstone to create 
ornate patterns. The final step is washing, 
scrubbing, and polishing to give the stones 
a pristine look.

151. Consider the following languages:  

1. Gujarati
2. Kannada
3. Telugu

Which of the above has/have been declared 
as ‘Classical Language/Languages’ by the 
Government?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

India recognizes six languages as classical:

1. Tamil,
2. Telugu, 
3. Sanskrit, 
4. Kannada, 
5. Malayalam, 
6. Odia. 

 � These languages are considered classical 
because they have a rich literary tradition, 
a vast amount of ancient literature, and an 
independent literary tradition. Sanskrit is 
the oldest of the classical languages. 

The criteria for declaring a language as 
classical in India are based on:
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1. Antiquity
2. Rich literary tradition
3. Historical influence
4. Linguistic distinctiveness
5. Active cultural practice 

 � The recognition aims to honor and preserve 
the invaluable linguistic and cultural 
heritage of a language. 

 � The six classical languages are listed in the 
Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.

152. Which one of the following pairs does 
not form part of the six systems of Indian 
Philosophy?  

(a) Mimamsa and Vedanta
(b) Nyaya and Vaisheshika
(c) Lokayata and Kapalika
(d) Sankhya and Yoga

Explanation :  (C)

The six systems of Indian philosophy are:

1. Vaishesika, 
2. Nyaya, 
3. Samkhya, 
4. Yoga, 
5. Purva Mimansa, 
6. Vedanta or Uttara Mimansa. 

 � These systems are also known as the six 
orthodox schools of Hindu philosophy, or 
shatdarshanas. They are considered āstika 
philosophical traditions, which means they 
accept the Vedas as an important source of 
knowledge. 

The six systems are said to have been 
founded by the following sages:

1. Vaishesika: Konada
2. Nyaya: Gotama
3. Samkhya: Kapila
4. Yoga: Patanjali
5. Purva Mimansa: Jaimini
6. Vedanta: Vyasa 

 � These philosophies still guide scholarly 
discourse in India. Most of these schools of 
thought believe in the theory of Karma and 
rebirth.

 � The pair that does not form part of the six 
systems of Indian philosophy is Lokayata 
and Kapalika. 

 � Lokayata, also known as Charvaka, is a 
materialist school of philosophy that rejects 
the authority of the Vedas. It holds that 
only matter exists and that consciousness is 
a byproduct of matter. 

 � Kapalika is a tantric school of philosophy 
that focuses on the worship of the god 
Shiva. It is known for its extreme practices, 
such as the use of human skulls in rituals.  

 � Since both Lokayata and Kapalika reject 
the authority of the Vedas, they are not 
considered part of the six orthodox systems 
of Indian philosophy.

153. The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva 
Jayate’ inscribed below the Emblem of 
India is taken from:  

(a) Katha Upanishad
(b) Chandogya Upanishad
(c) Aitareya Upanishad
(d) Mundaka Upanishad

Explanation :  (D)

 � The national motto of India, “Satyameva 
Jayate”, is taken from the Mundaka 
Upanishad. The motto is inscribed below 
the abacus in the national emblem of India 
in Devanagari script. It means “Truth 
Alone Triumphs”. 

 � The Mundaka Upanishad is a poetic verse 
style upanishad with 64 verses. It is listed 
as number 5 in the muktika canon of 108 
upanishads of Hinduism. The Mundaka 
Upanishad is an ancient Sanskrit Vedic 
text, embedded inside Atharva Veda. 

 � India adopted “Satyameva Jayate” as its 
national motto on January 26, 1950, the day 
India became a republic. Freedom fighter 
Madan Mohan Malaviya is credited with 
popularizing the slogan.

The Kathopanishad :

 � It is an ancient Hindu text written in Sanskrit. 
It is one of the mukhya Upanishads, which 
are part of the Vedas. The Kathopanishad 
is part of the last eight short sections of the 
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Katha school of the Krishna Yajurveda. It 
is also known as Kāthaka Upanishad and is 
listed as number 3 in the Muktika canon of 
108 Upanishads. 

 � The Kathopanishad is a mystical text that 
offers insights into the nature of life, death, 
and the eternal quest for knowledge. It 
is a narrative-style text that captivates 
readers with its timeless wisdom. The 
Kathopanishad begins with a katha, or 
story, of a young boy who is ready to face 
the Lord of Death in his quest for Truth. 
The main theme of one of the songs of Sri 
Swami Sivanandaji Maharaj is “Die to live”.

The Chandogya Upanishad :

 � It is a Sanskrit religious text that is part 
of the Chandogya Brahmana of the Sama 
Veda of Hinduism. It is one of the oldest 
Upanishads, and is the second largest in 
size, after the Brhadaranyaka Upanishad. 

 � The Chandogya Upanishad is a   
philosophical exposition on the relationship 
between the self (atman) and the universe 
(brahman). It is a representation of the 
ancient Indian school of philosophy, 
spirituality, and knowledge. The story of 
the Chandogya Upanishad tells of a father 
teaching his son about the ultimate truth of 
Hinduism.

The Aitareya Upanishad :

 � It is a Mukhya Upanishad associated 
with the Rigveda. It’s written by Aitareya 
Mahidasa and is made up of the fourth, 
fifth, and sixth chapters of the second book 
of Aitareya Aranyaka. 

The Aitareya Upanishad is a philosophy 
of the Vedic religion that includes topics 
such as:

1. The soul
2. Creation
3. Birth and rebirth
4. The importance of food
5. The manifestation of the Brahman
6. The ultimate path for salvation 

The Aitareya Upanishad also discusses 
three philosophical themes:

1. The world and man are creations of 
the Atman (Universal Self)

2. The Atman has three births
3. Consciousness is the essence of 

Atman 
 � The Aitareya Upanishad is famous for 

containing one of the most famous 
expressions of the Vedanta, “Prajnanam 
Brahma” (Knowledge is Brahman/god/
divine/holy).

154. With reference to the famous Sattriya 
dance, consider the following statements: 

1. Sattriya is a combination of music, 
dance and drama.

2. It is a centuries-old living tradition of 
Vaishnavites of Assam.

3. It is based on classical Ragas and Talas 
of devotional songs composed by 
Tulsidas, Kabir and Mirabai.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Sattriya is a dance-drama performance 
art that originated in the 15th century 
in the Krishna-centered Vaishnavism 
monasteries of Assam. It was introduced 
by the Vaishnava saint and reformer of 
Assam, Mahapurusha Sankaradeva, as a 
medium for propagating the Vaishnava 
faith. In 2000, the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
recognized Sattriya as a classical dance. 

 � Sattriya is based on devotional songs 
composed by Sankardeva. It consists of 
dhemali, drum playing, known as gayan 
bayan, where several men play drums, in 
various talas (rhythms) and also use hand 
gestures. The themes performed are mostly 
on Radha Krishna and other myths.
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155. Consider the following pairs :  

1. Garba  Gujarat
2. Mohiniattam  Odisha
3. Yakshagana Karnataka

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

Garba :

 � It is a dance that originated in the Indian 
state of Gujarat. The word “garba” is derived 
from the Sanskrit term Garbha. 

 � Garba is a community circle dance that is 
performed at festivals and other special 
occasions in Gujarat. The traditions of the 
Garba dance date back to at least the 15th 
century and are a part of the worship of the 
goddess Devi. 

 � Garba is often performed during the 
Navratri (Dussehra) festival. During the 
dance, both men and women wear colorful 
costumes and jewelry. Many traditional 
garbas are performed around a centrally 
lit lamp or a picture or statue of the Hindu 
goddess Durga.

Mohiniyattam :

 � It is a classical solo dance form that 
originated in the state of Kerala, India. The 
name translates to “the dance of Mohini”, 
the celestial enchantress from Hindu 
mythology. 

The dance is characterized by:

1. Graceful, swaying movements
2. Soft footwork
3. Important hand gestures
4. Subtle facial expressions 

 � Mohiniyattam is one of two classical dance 
forms that originated in Kerala, the other 
being Kathakali. The dance’s origin and 
popularity are closely linked to the great 

Tamil dance master Vadivelu, one of the 
Thanjavur quartets.

Yakshagana :

 � It is a traditional Indian dance-drama 
and theater form that is most strongly 
associated with the state of Karnataka. It is a 
unique combination of dance, music, song, 
scholarly dialogues, and colorful costumes. 

 � Yakshagana is a temple art form that 
depicts mythological stories and Puranas. 
It is performed with massive headgears, 
elaborate facial make-up, and vibrant 
costumes and ornaments. 

 � Yakshagana is traditionally presented from 
dusk to dawn. The plot of the hexagonal 
dance revolves around the Hindu epics 
Ramana and navarata. 

 � Yakshagana is usually recited in Kannada, 
but it is also performed in Malayalam 
and Tulu. The accompanying orchestra 
includes percussion instruments like 
chenda, maddalam, jagatta, or chengila 
(cymbals) and chakratala or elathalam 
(small cymbals).

156. Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri was:

(a) The mosque for the use of Royal 
Family

(b) Akbar’s private prayer chamber.
(c) The hall in which Akbar held 

discussions with scholars of various 
religions.

(d) The room in which the nobles 
belonging to different religions 
gathered to discuss religious affairs.

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Ibadat Khana is a house of worship 
and prayer room built by Mughal Emperor 
Akbar in 1575 at his palace in Fatehpur 
Sikri. The Ibadat Khana was a debate house 
for spiritual themes and religions, and was 
also used to teach that all religions are the 
same. 

 � Akbar invited leaders, intellectuals, 
theologians, and religious leaders from 
different religions to discuss their opinions. 
The house has an octagonal platform in the 
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center that was the seat of the emperor. The 
four ministers of the house, Abdur Rahim, 
Birbal, Faizi, and Abu’l Fazl, had different 
seats in the house. 

 � Akbar was perturbed by the differences of 
the religious leaders and philosophers, and 
attempted to bring about reconciliation 
by creating a new faith, the Din-i-Ilahi or 
“Faith of the Divine”. 

 � Fatehpur Sikri is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. There is no separate entry 
fee for visiting the Ibadat Khana, but you 
will need to pay an entry fee to visit the red 
sandstone monument.

157. With reference to the cultural history of 
India, the term ‘Panchayatan’ refers to :  

(a) An assembly of village elders
(b) A religious sect
(c) A style of temple construction
(d) An administrative functionary 

Explanation :  (C)

 � In the cultural history of India, the term 
“Panchayatan” refers to a style of temple 
construction. The name comes from the 
Sanskrit words “Pancha” and “ayatana”, 
which mean “five” and “containing”, 
respectively. 

 � In the Panchayatana style, the main shrine 
is built on a rectangular plinth, with four 
smaller subsidiary shrines at each corner. 
This results in a total of five shrines. 
The style flourished in Bengal under the 
patronage of the Buddhist Pala dynasty and 
the Hindu Sena dynasty. 

 � The Panchayatana style of temple 
construction is a significant aspect of India’s 
cultural history, reflecting the country’s 
rich artistic and religious traditions.

158. With reference to India’s culture and 
tradition, what is ‘Kalaripayattu’?  

(a) It is an ancient Bhakti cult of Shaivism 
still prevalent in some parts of South 
India.

(b) It is an ancient style bronze and brass 
work still found in the southern part 
of the Coromandal area.

(c) It is an ancient form of dance-drama 
and a living tradition in the northern 
part of Malabar.

(d) It is an ancient martial art and a living 
tradition in some parts of South India.

Explanation :  (D)

 � Kalaripayattu, also known as Kalari, is an 
ancient Indian martial art that originated 
in Kerala between the 3rd century BC and 
the 2nd century AD. It’s considered one of 
the oldest and most scientific martial arts 
in the world. 

 � Kalaripayattu is known for its long history 
in Indian martial arts. It’s based on the 
knowledge of the human body and is 
practiced in Kerala and some parts of Tamil 
Nadu. 

 � Kalaripayattu training begins with an oil 
massage of the entire body until it is agile 
and supple.

 � The training includes stance correction, 
handling wooden weapons, metallic 
weapons such as daggers, spears, and 
swords, and finally barehanded combat. 
Traditional kalari warriors are typically 
clad in red loincloths. 

 � Once a practitioner has mastered the 
martial training in all four stages, they may 
be guided on Kalari Chikitsa, or treatment 
with traditional medicines. The system 
of healing is based on the knowledge of 
Marmas (Vital spots) and body’s energy 
channels.

2015

159. With reference to the art and 
archaeological history of India, which one 
among the following was made earliest? 

(a) Lingaraja Temple at Bhubaneswar
(b) Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli
(c) Rock-cut Monuments 

Mahabalipuram
(d) Varaha Image at Udayagiri

Explanation :  (B)

The Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli :
 � It is a sculpture of an elephant carved from 

a large boulder in Dhauli, Odisha. It is 
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considered one of the earliest examples of 
rock-cut architecture in India. 

 � The sculpture is believed to have been 
created during the reign of Ashoka (272-
231 BC). It is notable for its naturalistic 
style and is one of the oldest monuments 
with sculpted elephant faces facing east. 

 � The sculpture was discovered in 1837 by 
Markham Kittoe, a British colonial officer. 
The significance of the Dhauli elephant has 
never been explained to some. 

 � Dhauli is a small hill near the capital city of 
Odisha, Bhubaneswar. It is home to many 
historical events, including the Shanti Stupa 
and the rock edicts of the Indian emperor 
Ashoka. The Dhauli hill is also presumed 
to be the area where the Kalinga War was 
fought.

The Lingaraja Temple :

 � It is a Hindu temple in Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha, India. It’s one of the oldest and 
largest temples in the city, and is considered 
a masterpiece of the Kalinga style of 
architecture. 

 � The temple is dedicated to Shiva, who is 
worshipped as Harihara, a combination of 
Vishnu and Shiva. It was built in the 11th 
century by King Lalatendu Keshari, and 
is believed to be around 1,000 years old. 
The temple is built in the Kalinga tradition 
using red sandstone and laterite.

Mahabalipuram :

 � It is a coastal resort town in Tamil Nadu, 
India, has many rock-cut monuments. The 
Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram is 
a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

 � The Pallava kings carved these monuments 
into rock along the Coromandel coast in 
the 7th and 8th centuries.

The Varaha panel :

 � It is a sculpted panel in the Udayagiri Caves 
in Madhya Pradesh, India. The panel is in 
Cave 5, a shallow niche that’s more like a 
cave. It’s a depiction of Vishnu’s Varaha 
avatar, the third of Vishnu’s 10 incarnations, 
rescuing Earth from a demon.

160. Kalamkari painting refers to: 

(a) A hand-painted cotton textile in 
South India

(b) A handmade drawing on bamboo 
handicrafts in NorthEast India

(c) A block-painted woollen cloth in the 
Western Himalayan region of India

(d) A hand-painted decorative silk cloth 
in North-Western India

Explanation :  (A)

 � Kalamkari painting is a type of hand-
painted cotton textile that originated in 
the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. The 
name comes from the Persian words kalam, 
which means pen, and kari, which means 
craftsmanship. 

 � Kalamkari is an ancient style of painting 
that involves 23 steps and only uses natural 
dyes. The colors are made from natural 
dyes and the pens are made from pointed 
bamboo. The colors used are earthy tones 
of reds, blues, greens, yellows, and browns. 
Women are depicted in shades of yellow, 
gods in blue, and demons in red and green. 

•	 There are two distinctive styles of 
Kalamkari art in India: 
1. Srikalahasti style and 
2. Machilipatnam style.

 � In recent years, there has been a revival of 
interest in Kalamkari paintings, with artists 
experimenting with new techniques and 
designs. 

 � Some signs of an authentic Kalamkari saree 
include crooked lines, smudged paint, 
and small stains. The smell of milk is also 
a prominent factor as it is involved in the 
process of making Kalamkari sarees.

161. Which of the following kingdoms were 
associated with the life of the Buddha? 
1. Avanti   
2. Gandhara
3. Kosala   
4. Magadha
Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1, 3 and 4
(d) 3 and 4 only

Explanation :  (B)

 � The kingdoms of Kosala, Magadha, and 
Gandhara were associated with the life of 
the Buddha. 

 � Kosala is believed to be the birthplace of 
the Buddha, also known as Siddhartha 
Gautama.

 � The Buddha traveled through the towns 
and villages of Kosala and Magadha to 
teach his philosophy. The Buddha also 
belonged to the Shakya clan, whose capital 
was Kapilavastu. During the Buddha’s 
lifetime, the growing Kingdom of Kosala 
annexed the Shakya clan. 

 � Magadha is another important kingdom 
associated with the Buddha’s life and 
teachings. Buddhism became popular in 
Magadha under the rule of the Mauryan 
dynasty. 

 � Gandhara is also associated with the 
Buddha, as it was a significant center of 
Buddhism and Buddhist art during his 
time. Gandhara is located in present-day 
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

 � As per various Pali texts, it is known 
that Prasenjit, king of Kosala was a 
contemporary of Buddha.

162. In Medieval India, the designations 
‘Mahattara’ and ‘Pattakila’ were used for 

(a) Military officers
(b) Village headmen
(c) Specialists in Vedic rituals
(d) Chiefs of craft guilds

Explanation :  (B)

 � In medieval India, the designations 
“Mahattara” and “Pattakila” were used for 
village headmen.

 � Pattakila is generally identified with the 
modern Patel, believed to be the king’s 
representative in the village.  

 � Mahattara was a non-official and possibly a 
representative of the people.

 � Village headmen were the leaders of their 
communities and owned most of the land. 

They had several official duties, including 
collecting taxes and revenue on behalf of 
the ruling authorities, and maintaining law 
and order in the village. They also acted as 
mediators in disputes relating to the village 
or individuals.

163. Every year, a month-long ecologically 
important campaign/festival is held 
during which certain communities/
tribes plant saplings of fruit-bearing 
trees. Which of the following are such 
communities/tribes?  

(a) Bhutia and Lepcha
(b) Gond and Korku
(c) Irula and Toda
(d) Sahariya and Agariya

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Gond and Korku tribes of Madhya 
Pradesh’s Betul and Harda districts 
celebrate Hari Jiroti, a month-long festival 
of greenery, during which they plant 
saplings of fruit-bearing trees. The festival 
coincides with their traditional festivals of 
Hari and Jiroti. 

 � Planting fruit-bearing trees is important 
for ecological balance and for the economic 
and nutritional benefit of the communities. 

 � India also celebrates Van Mahotsav, or 
“Forest festival”, an annual one-week tree-
planting festival that takes place in the first 
week of July. Van Mahotsav originated in 
July 1947 after a successful tree plantation 
drive in Delhi.

•	 For instance : Bhutia and Lepcha 
communities in Sikkim plant trees to 
prevent soil erosion and preserve the fragile 
ecosystem of the region.  

 � Irula and Toda tribes in Tamil Nadu 
practice traditional farming methods that 
involve cultivating indigenous crops, using 
natural fertilizers, and conserving water 
resources.  

 � Sahariya and Agariya communities in 
Rajasthan and Gujarat respectively practice 
rainwater harvesting techniques to sustain 
agriculture and mitigate the impact of 
droughts.
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164. Which one of the following books of 

ancient India has the love story of the son 
of the founder of the Shunga dynasty?  

(a) Swapnavasavadatta
(b) Malavikagnimitra
(c) Meghadoota
(d) Ratnavali

Explanation :  (B)

Svapnavasavadattam (Sanskrit: 
ñdßZdmgdXÎmå, Svapnavāsavadattam) :

 � It is a six-act Sanskrit play written by the 
ancient Indian poet Bhāsa. The play’s title 
translates to The Dream of Vasavadatta in 
English. 

 � The play’s plot is based on the romantic 
narrative of King Udayana of Vatsa and 
Vasavadatta, the daughter of the ruler of 
Avanti.
Malavikagnimitra :

 � It is a Sanskrit play written by Kalidasa in 
the 5th century CE. The title translates to 
“Malavika and Agnimitra”. The play is about 
the love story of Agnimitra, the Shunga 
Emperor, and the handmaiden of his chief 
queen. The play is set in a harem and has a 
playful and comical tone. 

 � The play is based on some events from 
the reign of Pushyamitra Shunga, the 
founder of the Sunga dynasty. The play also 
describes the Rajsuya sacrifice performed 
by Pushyamitra Shunga.
Meghadoota :

 � It is a lyric poem written by Kālidāsa, a 
Sanskrit poet. The poem is about a yaksa, 
a benevolent nature spirit, who is exiled 
by his master to a remote region for a year. 
The yaksa asks a cloud to deliver a message 
of love to his wife in the Himalayan city of 
Alaka. 

 � The poem explores the theme of love as 
cosmic love, not just as human love and 
separation. The second part of the poem, 
known as the Uttaramegha, describes 
Alaka, the condition of the cloud’s wife, and 
the message itself.
Ratnavali (Precious Garland) :

 � It is a Sanskrit drama about a beautiful 
princess named Ratnavali, and a great 
king named Udayana. It is attributed to the 
Indian emperor Harsha (606–648).

 � It is a Natika in four acts. One of the first 
textual references to the celebration of Holi, 
the festival of Colours have been found in 
this text.

165. What is/are common to the two 
historical places known as Ajanta and 
Mahabalipuram?  

1. Both were built in the same period.
2. Both belong to the same religious 

denomination.
3. Both have rock-cut monuments.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) None of the statements given above is 

correct

Explanation :  (B)

 � The historical places Ajanta and 
Mahabalipuram have rock-cut monuments 
in common.

 � Ajanta Caves were established around the 
2nd century BCE to about 480 CE, while 
the monuments at Mahabalipuram were 
built in the 7th and 8th century AD. 

 � The Ajanta Caves are a series of Buddhist 
cave temples carved into the rock face of a 
horseshoe-shaped cliff in Maharashtra.

166. With reference to the Indian history of art 
and culture, consider the following pairs. 

Famous works of 
sculptor 

Site 

1. A grand 
image of Buddha’s 
Mahaparinirvana with 
numerous celestial 
musicians above and 
the sorrowful figures of 
his followers below 

Ajanta
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2. A huge image 
of Varaha Avatar (boar 
incarnation) of Vishnu, 
as he rescues Goddess 
Earth from the deep and 
chaotic waters, sculpted 
on the rock 

Mount Abu

3. “ A r j u n a ’ s 
Penance”/ “Descent of 
Ganga” sculpted on the 
surface of huge boulders

Mamallapuram

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � The grand image of Buddha’s 
Mahaparinirvana with numerous celestial 
musicians above and the sorrowful figures 
of his followers below is located in the 
Ajanta Caves.  

 � These caves are a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and are famous for their Buddhist 
rock-cut cave monuments and exquisite 
frescoes. 

 � The huge image of Varaha Avatar of Vishnu, 
as he rescues Goddess Earth from the deep 
and chaotic waters, is located in the Dilwara 
Temples in Mount Abu.  

 � These temples are famous for their intricate 
marble carvings and are one of the most 
beautiful Jain pilgrimage sites in India. 

 � The Dancing Girl is a bronze sculpture 
that was discovered in the ancient city of 
Mohenjo Daro in present-day Pakistan.  

 � This sculpture is one of the most famous 
pieces of art from the Indus Valley 
Civilization and is believed to date back to 
around 2500 BCE.  

 � The sculpture is now housed in the National 
Museum in New Delhi.

2017

167. With reference to Manipuri Sankirtana, 
consider the following statements: 

1. It is a song and dance performance.
2. Cymbals are the only musical 

instruments used in the performance.
3. It is performed to narrate the life and 

deeds of Lord Krishna.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 only

Explanation :  (B)

 � Manipuri Sankirtana is a performing art 
that involves ritual singing, drumming, 
and dancing. It is practiced primarily by 
the Vaishnava community in Manipur, and 
also in some parts of Tripura and Assam.

 � In 2013, it was inscribed in the 
Representative List of the UNESCO 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

 � The performance usually involves two 
drummers and about 10 singer-dancers. The 
most commonly used musical instruments 
are cymbals and drums. 

 � The ritual of Sankirtana evokes every 
emotion within the devotees and the 
performers, for it rides the waves of sorrow, 
joy, and hopefulness with equal zeal.

168. The painting of Bodhisattva Padmapani 
is one of the most famous for illustrated 
paintings at:  

(a) Ajanta
(b) Badami
(c) Bagh
(d) Ellora

Explanation :  (A)

 � The painting of Bodhisattva Padmapani is 
one of the most famous and oft-illustrated 
paintings at Ajanta. The mural is located 
in Cave 1 of the Ajanta Caves, which are 
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located in Maharashtra state, western 
India. The mural is believed to date from 
the late 5th century and reflects the beauty 
and classical sophistication of the arts of 
India’s Gupta dynasty. 

 � The Ajanta caves are renowned for their 
exquisite paintings, sculptures, and 
architectural designs.

Some other important paintings at Ajanta 
include:

1. Scenes from the Jataka stories of the 
life of the Gautama Buddha

2. Paintings of various Bodhisattvas in 
tribhanga pose, including Vajrapani, 
Manjusri, and Padmapani

3. The Dying Princess in Cave 16 
 � In Buddhism, a bodhisattva is a person 

who is on the path towards bodhi or 
Buddhahood. Padmapani is a favored form 
of Avalokiteshvara, the embodiment of 
Buddhist compassion. His identifiers are 
the lotus (padma) held in his left hand, and 
the small figure of the Buddha Amitabha 
atop his head.

169. Which of the following is/are famous for 
Sun temples?  

1. Arasavalli
2. Amarkantak
3. Omkareshwar

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Arasavalli is the only place among the given 
options that is famous for Sun temples. 

 � Arasavalli is famous for the Sri Sri Sri 
Suryanarayana Swamy Temple, a Hindu 
temple dedicated to Lord Surya. The temple 
has a bright gateway and a lavish tower. 

 � Amarkantak is known for being the source 
of the Narmada river and for its natural 
beauty.

 � Omkareshwar is known for the 
Omkareshwar Jyotirlinga temple dedicated 
to Lord Shiva.

170. With reference to the religious history of 
India, consider the following statements: 

1. Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the 
sects of Jainism.

2. Sarvastivadin held that the 
constituents of phenomena were 
not wholly momentary, but existed 
forever in a latent form.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Sautrantika and Sammitiya are Buddhist 
philosophical schools, not Jainism. 

 � The word “Sautrantika” means “a follower 
of the sutras”. Sautrantika is a school of 
Buddhism that developed within the 
Sarvastivada sect. The name Sautrāntika 
literally means “the conclusions of the 
sutras”. The 3rd century Indian Kumāralāta, 
a native of Taxila, is considered the founder 
of the Sautrāntika school. 

•	 Jainism has been divided into two major 
sects: 
1. Svetambara and 
2. Digambara. 

 � The division occurred in 298 BC due 
to a famine in Magadh. A group led by 
Bhadrabahu and Chandragupta Maurya 
moved to South India (Shravan Belgola).

 � Sarvastivadin Buddhist school of thought 
believed that the constituents of phenomena 
existed forever in a latent form. 

 � The Sarvastivadin school believed that 
dharmas, or phenomena, existed at all 
times: past, present, and future. They 
considered everything empirical to be 
impermanent, but believed that dharma 
factors were realities that existed eternally. 
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The Sarvastivadins believed that dharmas 
functioned momentarily, producing the 
empirical phenomena of the world, which 
is illusory. 

 � The Sarvastivadin school was one of the 
most influential Buddhist monastic groups, 
flourishing throughout North India and 
Central Asia until the seventh century. It 
was the most influential school of Hinayana 
in India, and had an important influence 
on Mahayana thought as well.

171. Consider the following pairs: 

Traditions Communities
1.  Chaliha Sahib 

Festival 

 Sindhis

2.  Nanda Raj Jaat 
Yatra 

 Gonds

3.  Wari -Warkari  Santhals

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

The Chaliha Sahib festival :

 � It is celebrated by the Sindhi Hindu 
community. The festival is a 40-day 
celebration that takes place annually from 
July through August, with dates varying 
based on the Hindu calendar. 

 � The festival is a way for Sindhi Hindus to 
thank Jhulelal for saving them from being 
converted to Islam. The festival is also 
dedicated to Lord Jhulelal, the water deity 
and preferred deity of the Sindhi people. 

 � During the festival, Sindhi Hindus fast 
for 40 days to observe penance. They also 
offer an Akho, a mixture of raw rice, green 
cardamoms, sugar, and a bit of turmeric, 
with Palav/Pryaer every day by visiting a 
water body.

The Nanda Raj Jaat Yatra :

 � It is a festival celebrated by the Garhwali and 
Kumauni people in the Chamoli district of 
Uttarakhand. The festival is held once every 
12 years and lasts for three weeks. 

 � The yatra begins at Kurur village, near 
Nandprayag, and ends at Homkund. 
The yatra is about 280 kilometers long 
and includes the villages of Nauti and 
Karnprayag. The yatra is accompanied 
by the chanting of “Jai Maa Nanda Devi” 
and traditional folk songs. The yatra ends 
with a grand yagna and other religious 
ceremonies. 

 � The festival honors the Great Nanda Devi, 
the chief deity of the Garhwal and Kumaon 
divisions of Uttarakhand.

Pandharpur Wari or (Vari) :

 � It is an annual pilgrimage to Pandharpur 
 � The seat of the god Vithoba in Maharashtra, 

in honour of the deity. Palakhi is carrying 
the paduka (foot prints) of various saints 
most notably Dnyaneshwar and Tukaram 

 � From the Warkari sect are taken from their 
respective shrines to Pandharpur.

172. With reference to the religious history of 
India, consider the following statements: 

1. The concept of Bodhisattva is central 
to the Hinayana sect of Buddhism.

2. Bodhisattva is a compassionate one 
on his way to enlightenment.

3. Bodhisattva delays achieving his own 
salvation to help all sentient beings on 
their path to it.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The concept of Bodhisattva is central to 
the Mahayana sect of Buddhism, not the 
Hinayana sect. 
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 � A Bodhisattva is a being who is destined 
for enlightenment, rather than one who has 
already gained it. The term “bodhisattva” 
literally means “one who has enlightenment 
as his/her essence”. 

 � A Bodhisattva is motivated by great 
compassion and seeks to attain 
enlightenment for the benefit of all sentient 
beings.

Bodhisattvas are said to make four vows:

1. To save all sentient beings
2. To master all passions
3. To study all teachings
4. To attain Buddha-truth 

 � Bodhisattvas are also said to delay achieving 
their own salvation until all sentient beings 
have been liberated from suffering.

2018

173. With reference to the cultural history of 
India, consider the following statements: 

1. Most of the Tyagaraja Kritis are 
devotional songs in praise of Lord 
Krishna.

2. Tyagaraja created several new ragas.
3. Annamacharya and Tyagaraja are 

contemporaries.
4. Annamacharya Keertanas are 

devotional songs in praise of Lord 
Venkateshwara.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (B)

 � Most of Tyagaraja’s compositions are 
devotional songs, but they are mostly 
dedicated to Lord Rama, not Lord Krishna. 

 � Tyagaraja was a composer of devotional 
songs, or kritis, in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. He is known for creating 
several new ragas, including Chintamani, 
Gowrimanohari, and Varali. 

 � Tyagaraja was an ardent devotee of Lord 
Rama. In his honor, he wrote numerous 
musical operas, and about twenty four 
thousand songs. Scholars are skeptical 
about numbers like these, as there is no 
biographical evidence to support such 
claims.

 � Tyagaraja (c. 1767–1847 CE) is known 
for creating several new ragas, including 
Chintamani, Gowrimanohari, and Varali. 
He is also known for creating musical 
innovations, such as using a structured 
variation of musical lines within a 
performance.

 � Annamacharya lived from 1408–1503, 
while Tyagaraja lived from 1767–1847. 
Annamacharya was a 15th-century Hindu 
saint who composed compositions known 
as Sankirtanas or Kirtanas. Tyagaraja and 
his contemporaries, Shyama Shastri and 
Muthuswami Dikshitar, were regarded as 
the Trinity of Carnatic music.

 � Annamacharya Keertanas are devotional 
songs in praise of Lord Venkateshwara.

174. With reference to the cultural history of 
India, consider the following statements: 

1. White marble was used in making 
Buland Darwaza and Khankah at 
Fatehpur Sikri.

2. Red sandstone and marble were used 
in making Bara Imambara and Rumi 
Darwaza at Lucknow.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (D)

The Buland Darwaza: 

 � It’s made of red and buff sandstone, 
decorated by white and black marble and 
is higher than the courtyard of the mosque. 
It is symmetrical and is topped by large free 
standing kiosks.  
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 � The architectural style of the Rumi 
Darwaza is completely in sync with the 
Nawabi architecture of Lucknow, and its 
significantly different from the Mughals.

Bara Imamabara: 

 � It was built by Asaf-ud-Daula, Nawab of 
Awadh in 1784 and is located in Lucknow. 
There is no woodwork in the entire 
structure.

 � The roof has been put together with 
interlocking bricks without using a beam 
or a girder. 

Rumi Darwaza: 

 � It was built in the year 1784 by Nawab Asaf-
ud-daula and is located in Lucknow. 

 � The material used for the darwaza is bricks 
and its then coated with lime.

175. The well-known painting “Bani Thani” 
belongs to the 

(a) Bundi school
(b) Jaipur school
(c) Kangra school
(d) Kishangarh school

Explanation :  (D)

 � The painting “Bani Thani” is part of the 
Kishangarh School of Indian painting. The 
Kishangarh School emerged in the 18th 
century in the Princely State of Kishangarh, 
which is located in Central Rajasthan. 

 � The Kishangarh style of painting is a 
combination of Mughal and local styles. The 
theme of this style is the representation of 
the affection between Krishna and Radha. 

 � “Bani Thani” is an  Indian  miniature  
painting created by Nihal Chand from the 
Marwar school of Kishangarh. The painting 
depicts a woman who is elegant and graceful. 
The subject of the painting, Bani Thani, was 
a singer and poet in Kishangarh during the 
rule of Sawant Singh. Her portrait is often 
compared with that of the Mona Lisa. 

 � The artists used paper, fine cloth, wooden 
base, marble, ivory panels, and even leather 
for this art. On any of these mediums, 
Bani Thani is painted using vegetable and 

minerals colors, and even pure silver and 
gold is used to make the miniature rich and 
abundant.
Kangra painting :

 � It is the pictorial art of Kangra, named after 
the Kangra State, a former princely state of 
Himachal Pradesh, which patronized the 
art. It became prevalent with the fading 
of Basohli school of painting in mid-
18th century, and soon produced such a 
magnitude in paintings both in content as 
well as volume, that the Pahari painting 
school, came to be known as Kangra 
paintings.

 � Pahari paintings, as the name suggests, 
were paintings executed in the hilly 
regions of India, in the sub-Himalayan 
state of Himachal Pradesh. It is in the 
development and modification of Pahari 
paintings, that the Kangra School features. 
Under the patronage of Maharaja Sansar 
Chand (c.1765–1823), it became the most 
important center of Pahari painting.
The Bundi School :

 � It is an important school of the Rajasthani 
style of Indian miniature painting that 
lasted from the 17th to the end of the 19th 
century in this princely state of Bundi ruled 
by Hadoti Rajputs. 

 � One of the earliest examples of the Bundi 
Paintings is the Chunar Ragamala painted 
in 1561. Bundi paintings emphasized on 
hunting, court scenes, festivals, processions, 
life of nobles, lovers, animals, birds and 
scenes from Lord Krishna’s life.

The Jaipur School of painting :

 � It is a Rajasthani school of painting that 
originated in the early 17th century in 
the old capital of the state of Amber. The 
school’s art developed between the late 16th 
and early 18th century and has elements of 
both the Rajasthani style and the Mughal 
style. 

 � The Jaipur School inherited the cultural 
legacy of the Amber style. The art developed 
under the close affiliation between the 
rulers of Jaipur and the Mughals. The artists 
painted sets based on Rasikapriya, Gita 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official282Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

Govinda, Baramasa and Ragamala, where 
the hero’s figure is in striking resemblance 
with the king. 

 � The school reached its apex under the reign 
of Sawai Pratap Singh in the 18th century. 
Suratkhana, or the painting department, 
created miniatures for the Bhagavata 
Purana, Ramayana, Ragamala, and many 
other portraits.

176. Consider the following pairs:  

Tradition  State
1.  Chapchar Kut festival Mizoram
2.  Khongjom Parba ballad Manipur
3.  Thang-Ta dance Sikkim

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 3 only
(d) 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

The Chapchar Kut festival :

 � It is celebrated in Mizoram, India. It is a 
spring festival that takes place in March 
after the completion of jhum operations, 
which is the clearing of jungles. 

 � The festival is a major celebration in 
Mizoram, attracting thousands of people to 
the Assam Rifles Ground in Aizawl. It is a 
colorful and vibrant festival that marks the 
beginning of spring in the state.
The Khongjom Parba :

 � It is a traditional musical art form from 
Manipur. It involves ballad singing 
accompanied by a drum or dholak. The art 
form tells the stories of the heroic battle of 
Khonjom, which took place in April 1891 
between the people of Manipur and the 
British empire. 

 � The Khongjom Parba is a significant part of 
Manipur’s intangible heritage. It emerged 
after the Anglo-Manipuri War of 1891, and 
has been around for 122 years. The ballad 
praises the heroes of the war who sacrificed 

their lives for Manipur. 
 � Khongjom Parba artists are expected to be 

skilled Dhalak players and well-versed in 
narrative craft.

Thang-Ta :

 � It is a martial arts dance from Manipur, 
India. The word “thang” means sword and 
“ta” means spear in the Manipuri language. 
The spear can be used in its non-missile 
form while in close or thrown from afar. 

 � Thang-Ta is a weapon-based Indian martial 
art created by the Meitei of Manipur. It 
has a connection to certain war-dances, 
such as thangkairol (sword dance) and 
khosarol (spear dance). Martial artists 
used to perform many ritualistic dances 
in Manipur, such as the spear dance for 
funerals or the sacred thengou dance. 

 � Thang-Ta survived during the period of 
Manipur’s integration with the Indian 
Union in 1949, where the art was shown 
in festivals and performance platforms 
abroad.

177. Which reference to the religious practices 
in India, the “Sthanakvasi” sect belongs 
to 

(a) Buddhism
(b) Jainism
(c) Vaishnavism
(d) Shaivism

Explanation :  (B)

The Sthanakvasi sect belongs to Jainism. 
 � The Sthanakvasi sect is a modern subsect 

of the Shvetambara sect of Jainism. The 
name Sthanakvasi comes from the sect’s 
preference for performing religious 
duties at a secular place, such as a monks’ 
meetinghouse, rather than at a temple. 
The Sthanakvasi sect rejects idolatry and 
believes that the soul is “without form”. 

 � The Sthanakvasi sect is also sometimes 
called the Dhundhia, which is Sanskrit for 
“searchers”.

178. Which reference to Indian history, who 
among the following is a future Buddha, 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official283Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

yet to come to save the world? 

(a) Avalokiteshvara
(b) Lokesvara
(c) Maitreya
(d) Padmapani

Explanation :  (C)

 � Maitreya is the future Buddha who will 
come to save the world. 

 � Maitreya is a bodhisattva who lives in the 
Tushita heaven.

 � According to Buddhist tradition, Maitreya 
will descend to Earth to preach the dharma 
when the teachings of Gautama Buddha 
have decayed. 

 � According to Mahayana teachings, a 
Buddha is first born as a bodhisattva and 
then progresses to Buddhahood after many 
lifetimes.

Avalokiteshvara :

 � It is a Buddhist deity and bodhisattva, or 
“buddha-to-be”. The name Avalokiteshvara 
comes from the Sanskrit words avalokita, 
meaning “to look on from above,” and 
ishvara. Avalokiteshvara is associated with 
compassion and the benevolent protection 
of the world. 

 � Avalokiteshvara is often depicted with a 
small seated Buddha in his headdress. He 
may also be depicted with 1,000 arms and 
1,000 eyes in each hand. In one image, 
Avalokiteshvara is seated on a lion throne 
and dressed in jewels. Above his head is 
a parasol, which is an ancient symbol of 
royal status. Beside his head are lotus-
borne stupas, topped with sun and crescent 
moons. At his left knee is his protective 
attendant, who holds a thunderbolt, or 
vajra. 

 � Avalokiteshvara is primarily associated with 
Mahayana, or “Greater Vehicle”, Buddhism.

Lokesvara :

 � It is another name for Avalokiteshvara, a 
bodhisattva in Buddhism. Avalokiteshvara 
means “lord who looks down” or “the lord 
of the world”. In Sanskrit, Avalokiteshvara 
is also known as Padmapani, which means 

“holder of the lotus”.

Padmapani :

 � It is another name for Avalokiteshvara, the 
bodhisattva of infinite mercy. Padmapani 
literally means “lotus bearer”. 

 � Padmapani is often depicted with a lotus 
flower in one hand and a vase in the other, 
symbolizing purity and abundance. He is 
usually depicted with a lowered hand in 
the boon-granting gesture (varadamudra) 
while his raised hand holds the stem of a 
white lotus (padma) that blooms above his 
shoulder. 

 � Padmapani is a favored form of 
Avalokiteshvara, the embodiment of 
Buddhist compassion. 

Padmapani may also refer to:

1. A painting in the Ajanta Caves, which 
date from the 2nd century BC

2. An epithet of Brahman
3. A name of Buddha
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179. Building ‘Kalyana Mandapam’ was a 
notable feature in the temple construction 
in the kingdom of  

(a) Chalukya
(b) Chandela
(c) Rashtrakuta
(d) Vijayanagara

 Explanation :  (D)

 � Kalyana Mandapas were a notable feature 
of the Vijayanagara Empire’s temple 
construction. The Vijayanagara Empire 
was established in 1336 AD by Harihara 
and Bukka. 

 � Kalyana Mandapas are open pavilions built 
to celebrate divine weddings. They are used 
for ceremonies that symbolize the marriage 
of the temple’s divinity to their consort. 
The interior of a Kalyana Mandapa is 
surrounded by columns and has a central 
platform for sacred dances. 

 � The Mandapas are built on square or 
polygonal plinths with carved friezes that 
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are four to five feet high. They have ornate 
stepped entrances on all four sides with 
miniature elephants or with Yali balustrades 
(parapets). The Mantapas are supported by 
ornate pillars. 

 � The tradition of Kalyana Mandapams is 
thought to have started during the reign 
of the Vijayanagara Empire and has been 
passed down through generations.

The architecture of the Vijayanagara 
Empire :

 � It is a blend of Hindu, Islamic, and local 
traditions. It’s often characterized as 
Dravida style, but has distinct features that 
set it apart. This unique style is referred to 
as the Provida style. 

The architecture is characterized by:

1. Terracotta and stone decorations
2. Graceful arches and vaults
3. Intricate carvings and reliefs
4. Large multi-purpose halls (mandapas)
5. Tall entrance towers (Gopurams) 

 � The architecture can be broadly 
classified into religious, courtly, and civic 
architecture. The Vijayanagara Empire’s 
architectural achievements reflect the era’s 
cultural syncretism.

 � The capital city of Vijayanagara has 
over 1,600 surviving monuments. These 
monuments are divided into three general 
zones :
1. Fortified urban core
2. Sacred center
3. Suburban settlements 

 � The city’s most famous monument is the 
Sun Temple, the largest religious structure 
in South India.

180. Consider the following statements:  

1. Deification of the Buddha
2. Trading the path of Bodhisattvas
3. Image worship and rituals

Which of the above is/are the features/
features of Mahayana Buddhism?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

What is Mahayana Buddhism?

 � Mahayana Buddhism is a Sanskrit term 
that translates to “great vehicle”. It refers 
to a wide range of Buddhist teachings and 
practices. 

 � Mahayana Buddhism teaches that a path 
to awakening is a path to the awakening of 
all sentient beings. It also teaches that the 
craving for permanence in an impermanent 
world can only lead to suffering. 

Mahayana Buddhism has three main 
aspects:

1. Sutra: The importance of sutras
2. Bodhisattvas: The significance of 

bodhisattvas and the religious com-
munities they lead

3. Meditation: The importance of med-
itation, which is sometimes accompa-
nied by the recitation of sutras 

 � Mahayana Buddhism also includes 
the belief that the primary purpose of 
Buddhism is to spread happiness and 
compassion to everyone in the world.

Mahayana Buddhism is characterized by 
a number of features, including:

1. Deification of the Buddha
2. Treading the path of
3. Bodhisattvas
4. Image worship and rituals
5. Complex ritualism
6. Paradoxical metaphysics
7. Universal ethics
8. Statues of the Buddha
9. The worship of Bodhisattva 

Mahayana Buddhism also includes the 
following characteristics:

 � Giving, Morality, Patience, Energy, 
Meditation, Wisdom.
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181. Which one of the following statements is 
correct?  

(a) Ajanta Caves lie in the gorge of the 
Waghora river.

(b) Sanchi Stupa lies in the gorge of the 
Chambal river.

(c) Pandu-Lena Cave Shrines lie in the 
gorge of the Narmada river.

(d) Amaravati Stupa lies in the gorge of 
the Godavari river.

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ajanta Caves are located in the gorge of 
the Waghora river. The caves are carved 
into the cliff face on the south side of the 
U-shaped gorge. The gorge contains several 
waterfalls that can be heard from outside 
the caves when the river is high. 

 � The Ajanta Caves are a group of 30 rock-cut 
Buddhist cave monuments that date back 
to the 2nd century BCE to the 6th century 
CE. The caves are located in the Sahyadri 
hills and are famous for their rock-cut 
sculptures and paintings that depict the life 
and teachings of Buddha. The Ajanta Caves 
are a UNESCO World Heritage site and a 
major tourist attraction in India.

 � Sanchi Stupa is not located in the gorge 
of the Chambal River. It is located in an 
upland plateau region west of the Betwa 
River in west-central Madhya Pradesh. 

 � Sanchi Stupa is a group of Buddhist 
monuments that was designated a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 1989. The stupa is 
believed to have been originally built in the 
3rd century BC by Ashoka to enshrine the 
relics of Buddha.

 � Pandu-Lena Cave Shrines are not located 
in the gorge of the Narmada River. They are 
located on the north face of the Trirasmi hill, 
about 8 kilometers southwest of Nashik city. 
The caves are also known as the Pandavleni 
Caves, Trirashmi Caves, Tirthankar Leni, 
Panch Pandav, and Pandav Leni Jain Cave. 

 � The Pandu-Lena Cave Shrines are a group 
of 24 rock-cut caves that were designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1989. 
The caves are a complex of ancient rock-cut 
sculptures that were excavated by Jain saints 

around 2,000 years ago. The caves contain 
shrines, cisterns, rare inscriptions, and 
carved figures of Buddha and Bodhisattva.

 � Amaravati Stupa is located in the gorge 
of the Krishna River, not the Godavari 
River. The stupa is located in the village of 
Amaravathi, Andhra Pradesh, on the banks 
of the Krishna River. 

 � The Amaravati Stupa is a Buddhist site that 
dates back to the 3rd century BCE, during 
the reign of Emperor Ashoka. The stupa 
was once one of the largest in India, but 
only remnants remain today. The stupa is 
taller than the Sanchi stupa and has a huge 
circular dome and high platforms that 
extend in the four cardinal directions. 

 � The Amaravati Stupa was once a large 
monastic vihara, or “university”, but is now 
submerged under a lake. Many remains 
were relocated to an island in the lake, but 
most sculptures are now in museums.

182. With reference to Chausath Yogini 
Temple situated near Morena, consider 
the following statements:  

1. It is a circular temple built during 
the reign of the Kachchhapaghata 
Dynasty.

2. It is the only circular temple built in 
India.

3. It was meant to promote the Vaishnava 
cult in the region.

4. Its design has given rise to a popular 
belief that it was the   inspiration 
behind the Indian Parliament 
building.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 4
(d) 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (C)

 � Chausath Yogini Temple, also known as 
Ekattarso Mahadeva Temple, is an 11th-
century temple in Morena district, Madhya 
Pradesh. It’s located on a hill in the village 
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of Mitaoli, about 25 miles from Gwalior. 
 � The temple has a central shrine of the 

Yogini and 64 subsidiary shrines of Shiva 
on an outer circle. An inscription from 
1323 CE (Vikram Samvat 1383) states that 
the Kachchhapaghata king Devapala built 
the temple.

 � The Kachchhapaghata Dynasty ruled the 
northwestern parts of Madhya Pradesh 
from the 10th to 12th centuries. According 
to an inscription, the temple was built by 
Maharaja Devapala of the Kachchapagata 
dynasty in 1323 CE.

 � The temple’s design has led to the popular 
belief that it inspired the construction of 
the Indian Parliament building.

 � The Chausath Yogini Temple was not 
meant to promote the Vaishnava cult in the 
region. As mentioned earlier, the temple 
is dedicated to the 64 Yoginis, who are 
considered to be a manifestation of the 
goddess Durga.

183. With reference to the cultural history of 
India, which one of the following is the 
correct description of the term Paramitas? 

(a) The earliest Dharmashastra texts 
written in aphoristic (sutra) style.

(b) Philosophical schools that did not 
accept the authority of Vedas.

(c) Perfections whose attainment led to 
the Bodhisattva path.

(d) Powerful merchant guilds of early 
Medieval South India.

Explanation :  (C)

 � The term “paramitas” is a Sanskrit word that 
refers to “perfections”. In Indian culture, 
it is a set of virtues that are cultivated by 
bodhisattvas, who are individuals on the 
Mahayana Buddhist path of enlightenment. 

 � In Bodhisattva tradition, the 
accomplishment of these perfections results 
in the achievement of enlightenment.

 � The concept is particularly emphasized in 
Mahayana Buddhism and is central to the 
path of a Bodhisattva. 

The Five paramitas are:

1. Dana-paramita: Perfect virtues of 
generosity

2. Sila-paramita: Perfect virtue of mo-
rality

3. Ksanti-paramita: The perfect virtue 
of endurance

4. Viryya-paramita: The perfect virtue 
of mental vigor

5. Dhyana-paramita: The perfect virtue 
of meditation

184. With reference to the religious history of 
India, consider the following statements:

1. Sthaviravadins belong to Mahayana 
Buddhism.

2. Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of 
the Mahasanghika sect of Buddhism.

3. The deification of Buddha by 
Mahasanghikas fostered Mahayana 
Buddhism.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Sthaviravadins, also known as Theravadins, 
do not belong to Mahayana Buddhism. 
They are followers of the Theravada school 
of Buddhism, which is considered the 
oldest surviving branch of Buddhism. 
Theravada Buddhism is prevalent in Sri 
Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, 
and Laos. 
Theravada Buddhism

 � Emphasizes the original teachings of 
Buddha and the path to individual 
enlightenment. Sthaviravadins emphasize 
the original teachings of the Buddha and 
the attainment of individual liberation 
(arhatship) through meditation and ethical 
conduct.

 � The Mahasanghika sect was an early 
Buddhist school in ancient India. The 
name translates to “the Great Assembly” 
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of monks. The sect’s original center was in 
Magadha, but it also had important centers 
in Mathura and Karli. 

 � The Lokottaravadin sect was one of 
several sub-sects that emerged from the 
Mahasanghika sect over time.

 � The Mahasanghikas believed in multiple 
buddhas who were supramundane 
(lokottara) and that Gautama Buddha was 
only an apparition. They also patronized 
Mahayana Buddhism. 

 � In 100 A.D., during the reign of Kanishka, 
a major split occurred within the 
Mahasanghika sect. This split resulted in 
the emergence of two sects: 
1. Hinayana, or the Lesser Vehicle, and 
2. Mahayana, or the Greater Vehicle.

 � The Mahasanghikas believed in the 
concept of Buddha-nature, which is the 
idea that all beings have the potential to 
become Buddhas. They also believed in the 
deification of the Buddha and the worship 
of Bodhisattvas. 

 � The Mahasanghikas introduced the concept 
of the Buddha as a transcendent and almost 
divine figure, which differed from the 
earlier portrayal of the Buddha as a more 
human figure. 

 � Mahayana Buddhism believes in the 
existence of multiple Buddhas who have 
attained enlightenment and are worshipped 
as divine beings. This is different from 
Theravada Buddhism, which emphasizes 
the historical Buddha, Siddhartha 
Gautama, as the only Buddha.

185. With reference to the history of India, 
consider the following pairs:  

Famous Place Present State
1. Bhilsa  Madhya Pradesh

2. Dwarasamudra  Maharashtra
3. Girinagar  Gujarat
4. Sthanesvara  Uttar Pradesh

Which of the pairs given above are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 4 only

Explanation :  (A)

 � Bhilsa is in the state of Madhya Pradesh, 
India. The city was originally called 
Besnagar, then Bhilsa (or Bhelsa), and is 
now known as Vidisha. The name “Vidisha” 
comes from the nearby river “Bais”. 

 � Vidisha is the administrative headquarters 
of the Vidisha District, which is located in 
central India. The city is 62.5 kilometers 
northeast of Bhopal, the state capital.

 � Dwarasamudra, also known as 
Dorasamudra, is a town in the Hassan 
District of Karnataka, India. It was the 
capital of the Hoysala Empire from 1062 
until the end of the dynasty. In 1311, the 
Delhi Sultanate defeated the Hoysala 
Empire in a siege at Dwarasamudra. 

 � In 18 September 2023, three Hoysala 
temples in Karnataka were declared 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The 
temples are located in Belur, Halebid, and 
Somanathapur.

 � Girinagar, also known as Girnar or Revatak 
Parvata, is a group of mountains in the 
Junagadh district of Gujarat, India. The 
mountains are sacred and older than the 
Himalayas. 

 � Girnar is a significant pilgrimage site 
for Hindus, who gather here during the 
Girnar Parikrama festival. The mountain is 
covered with 866 Hindu and Jain temples 
that are spread over its summit. Pilgrims 
climb the 10,000 stone steps to the summit, 
which can take a full day.

 � Sthanesvara, also known as Thanesar, 
is located in the Kurukshetra district of 
Haryana, India. It is a historic city and 
Hindu pilgrimage center located on the 
banks of the Saraswati River. 

 � Sthanesvara is a place of religious and 
historical importance. The ancient 
Sthaneshwar Mahadev Temple, dedicated 
to Shiva, is located in Thanesar. It is said that 
the Pandavas and Krishna prayed to Shiva 
at this temple and received his blessings for 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official288Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I ART & CULTURE

victory in the Mahabharata battle.

186. With reference to the cultural history of 
India, consider the following pairs:  

1. Parivrajaka Renunciant and 
Wanderer

2. Shramana Priest with a high status
3. Upasaka Lay follower of 

Buddhism

Which of the pairs given above are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Parivrajaka is a Sanskrit word that translates 
to “a wanderer”. It refers to a class of Indian 
religious mendicants who have traveled 
around India. 

 � Parivrajakas are also known as Bhikshus, 
which means “mendicants” or “those 
who begged”. They leave their homes and 
wander from village to village and forest to 
forest. 

•	 Some famous examples of Parivrajakas 
include: Vardhamana Mahavira, 
Gauthama Buddha, Makhkhali Goshala, 
Ajita Keshkambalin. 

 � The Parivrajaka dynasty was spread across 
the Bundelkhand region. King Hastin, the 
son of King Devaday, was the most popular 
king of the Parivrajaka dynasty, ruling from 
475 to 517 AD.

 � Shramanas were monks who practiced 
Buddhism or Jainism and lived a strict and 
self-denying lifestyle. They are also known 
as ascetics and renouncers. The Sramana 
movement is considered the origin of 
Buddhism and Jainism. 

Shramana practices include:

1. Rejecting elaborate rituals: Shra-
manas believed that commoners felt 
left out of elaborate rituals.

2. Criticizing sacrificial worship: Shra-

manas believed in Ahimsa, or non-vi-
olence.

3. Establishing viharas: Shramanas 
built monasteries where they medi-
tated.

4. Building stupas: Shramanas built 
dome-like monuments where com-
mon people could connect with the 
Buddhist religion.

5. Simplifying the meaning of truth: 
Shramanas sought to simplify the 
meaning of truth, like Buddha’s Four 
Noble Truths. 

 � The Sramana tradition has three major 
branches in ancient India. In the early stages 
of Hinduism’s development, Brahmins and 
Shramanas were sworn enemies.

 � An upasaka is a lay devotee of Gautama 
Buddha. The term comes from Sanskrit and 
means “servant”. In Buddhism, an upasaka 
is not a member of a monastic order. 
In Southeast Asia, the term upasaka more 
often refers to a pious person who:

1. Visits the local monastery on holy 
days

2. Takes special vows
3. Goes to the three refuges
4. Observes precepts
5. Earns his livelihood by honest means 

 � Upasaka shares an important symbiotic 
relationship with the monastic community. 
The monks provide a full-time example 
of ethical orthopraxis whereas the lay-
devotees serve them with food and gifts.

2021
187. With reference to India, the terms ‘Halbi, 

Ho and Kui’ pertain to:  

(a) Dance forms of Northwest India
(b) Musical instruments
(c) Prehistoric cave paintings
(d) Tribal languages

Explanation :  (D)

The terms “Halbi, Ho, and Kui” refer to 
tribal languages spoken in different parts 
of India:
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Halbi :

 � An Eastern Indo-Aryan language primarily 
spoken in the Bastar region of Chhattisgarh 
and adjoining areas in Odisha, Maharashtra, 
and Madhya Pradesh. Halbi is written in 
Devanagari and Odia script, but is mainly 
used as an oral language.

Ho :

 � An Austro-Asiatic language spoken by 
over a million people belonging to the Ho 
tribes. The Ho language is spoken by tribal 
communities of Odisha, Jharkhand, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, and Assam. 
The word “ho” means “human being”.

Kui :

 � A South-Eastern Dravidian language 
spoken by the Kandhas. Many Kui are 
located in Kandhamal District, Orissa. The 
Odisha Cabinet recently recommended 
a proposal for inclusion of the “Kui” 
language in the 8th Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution.

2022

188. With reference to Indian history, consider 
the following texts:  

1. Nettipakarana
2. Parishishta Parvan
3. Avadanasataka
4. Trishashtilakshana Mahapurana

Which of the above are Jaina texts?

(a) 1, 2 and 3 
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 
(d) 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Nettipakarana is a Buddhist scripture 
that is sometimes included in the Khuddaka 
Nikaya of Theravada Buddhism’s Pali 
Canon. The text’s main theme is Buddhist 
Hermeneutics, which it achieves by 
systematizing the Buddha’s teachings. 

 � The Nettipakarana is a guide to help those 
who already understand the teaching 

present it to others. The Netti methods 
were taught by the Buddha’s disciple 
Kaccana (also Katyayana or Kaccayana). 
The text describes itself as being composed 
by Kaccana.

 � Parishishta Parvan is a 12th-century 
Sanskrit mahakavya by Hemachandra. It is 
also known as the Sthaviravalicharitra and 
is a biography that details the histories of 
the earliest Jain teachers. 

 � The  book also   provides a  detailed   
description of various aspects of 
Chandragupta’s life, including his 
conversion to Jainism. For example, 
according to the book, the name of 
Bindusara’s mother was Durdhara. The 
book was largely produced as a biography 
of Chanakya or Kautilya.

 � Avadanasataka, which literally translates 
to “one hundred stories”, is a Sanskrit 
anthology of 100 Buddhist legends. The 
stories are about deeds and their results in 
subsequent lifetimes. They are organized 
into ten “books” that portray the truth of 
the doctrine of karma (action) and the 
power of religious dĀna (giving), faith, and 
more. 

 � The Avadanasataka is thought to date to the 
same time as the Ashokavadana. It may be 
from the Mulasarvastivada school. 

 � The Avadanasataka is similar to other texts 
that describe past deeds or past lives held in 
other traditions in the region, such as the 
Puranas, the Dasam Granth, Janamsakhis 
of Sikhism, and the Kalpa Sūtra of Jainism.

 � Trishashtilakshana Mahapurana is a major 
Jain text that was written in the 9th century 
CE. It is a summary of the Sanskrit writings 
Adipurana and Uttarapurana. The text is a 
Jaina work that deals with the life of Lord 
Mahavira. 

 � The text was written by Acharya Jinasena 
during the rule of Rashtrakuta ruler 
Amoghavarsha. It was completed by his 
pupil Gunabhadra. 

 � The text is also known as Chavundaraya 
Purana. It was written in 978 CE by 
Chavundaraya, a famous Ganga minister 
and army commander.
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189. With reference to Indian history, consider 
the following pairs:  

Historical person Known as

1.  Aryadeva  Jaina scholar
2.  Dignaga Buddhist scholar
3.  Nathamuni  Vaishnava scholar

How many pairs given above are correctly 
matched?

(a) None of the pairs
(b) Only one pair
(c) Only two pairs
(d) All three pairs

Explanation :  (C)

 � Aryadeva, was a Mahayana Buddhist monk, 
a disciple of Nagarjuna and a Madhyamaka 
philosopher.

 � Dignaga was an Indian Buddhist scholar 
and one of the Buddhist founders of Indian 
logic (hetu vidya). Dignaga’s work laid 
the groundwork for the development of 
deductive logic in India and created the first 
system of Buddhist logic and epistemology 
(Pramana).

 � Sri Ranganathamuni, popularly known 
as Sriman Nathamuni, was a Vaishnava 
theologian who collected and compiled the 
Nalayira Divya Prabandham.

190. Which one of the following statements 
about Sangam literature in ancient South 
India is correct? 

(a) Sangam poems are devoid of any 
reference to material culture.

(b) The social classification of Varna was 
known to Sangam poets.

(c) Sangam poems have no reference to 
warrior ethics.

(d) Sangam literature refers to magical 
forces as irrational.

Explanation :  (B)

 � Sangam literature is the earliest known 
literature of South India, dating from 
around 300 BCE to 300 CE. The word 
“Sangam” translates to “association”. The 

literature is thought to have been produced 
in three literary academies, or chankams, 
in Madurai, India, from the 1st to the 4th 
century CE. 

 � Sangam literature does make references to 
the social classification of Varna, which was 
a system of social classification in ancient 
India based on occupation and birth.

 � Sangam literature is a significant phase 
in the history of ancient South India. It is 
characterized by its rich poetic tradition 
and insights into the cultural and social life 
of the time.

The literature includes:

1. Tolkappiyam: Considered the first 
Tamil literary work. It divides poetry 
into two categories: Aham and Pur-
am.

2. Ettuttokai: A classical Tamil poetic 
work consisting of eight works long 
and short.

3. Ainkurunuru: An anthology of poet-
ry.

4. Kuruntokai: An anthology of poetry.
5. Narrinai: An anthology of poetry.

 � Sangam literature is one of the main sources 
used for documenting the early history 
of the ancient Tamil country. It provides 
elaborate information about flourishing 
indoor Roman trade.

191. “Yoga Vasistha” was translated into 
Persian by Nizamuddin Panipati during 
the reign of:  

(a) Akbar
(b) Humayun
(c) Shahjahan
(d) Aurangzeb

Explanation :  (A)

 � Nizamuddin Panipati translated Yoga 
Vasistha into Persian during the reign of 
Akbar. The translation project likely began 
in 1575–1576, when Shaikh Bhawan, a 
Brahman convert, joined Akbar’s court. 

 � Yoga Vasistha, also known as Maha-
Ramayana, is a Hindu philosophical text 
that dates back to the 11th–14th century 
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AD. It is considered one of the longest 
Sanskrit texts, after the Mahabharata, 
and is an important text on yoga. The 
text is associated with Advaita Vedanta 
philosophy and discusses yoga, liberation, 
illusion, and non-duality. 

 � The text is traditionally attributed to 
Valmiki and recounts a discourse between 
the sage Vasistha and Prince Rama. It was 
translated into Persian multiple times 
during the Mughal rule, on the orders of 
Akbar, Jahangir, and Dara Shikoh.

192. Consider the following pairs:  

Site of Ashoka’s 
major rock 

edicts

Location in the 
State of

1.  Dhauli Odisha

2.  Erragudi Andhra Pradesh

3.  Jaugada Madhya Pradesh

4.  Kalsi Karnataka

How many pairs given above are correctly 
matched?

(a) Only one pair
(b) Only two pairs
(c) Only three pairs
(d) All four pairs

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Dhauli Major Rock Edict is an edict 
that describes Ashoka’s remorse for past 
violence and his resolve to promote peace 
and moral conduct. The edict is engraved 
on a rock on the side of the road that leads 
to the top of Dhauli hill, near Bhubaneswar.

 � The edicts include Nos. I-X, XIV, and two 
separate Kalinga Edicts. 

 � Dhauli is located in the ancient territory of 
Kalinga, which is now the state of Orissa. 
Emperor Ashoka Maurya conquered 
Kalinga in about 260 BC, with a terrible loss 
of life. After the conquest, Ashoka repented 
of the violence and converted to Buddhism. 

 � The Dhauli Stupa serves as a reminder of 
Ashoka’s change of heart and his efforts to 
promote Buddhism and a more humane 
society.

The Erragudi rock edict :

 � It is located in the Kurnool  district of  
Andhra Pradesh. The site includes major 
and minor rock inscriptions, and is 
considered an important treasure of the 
Mouryan king Ashoka (269-231 BCE). 
The inscriptions are in Brahmi script 
and Prakrit language, and advocate for 
obedience to parents and elders, kindness 
to living beings, and speaking the truth. 

 � The Erragudi site is the only known 
location where the Minor Rock-edicts 
and the fourteen main Rock-edicts are 
found together. The Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) is protecting the site and 
developing it as a tourist spot.

The Jaugada Rock Edict :

 � It is a series of 14 edicts inscribed on a 
rock face in the Ganjam district of Odisha, 
India. The edicts are engraved in Brahmi 
script and Prakrit language and date back 
to around 250 BCE.

 � The edicts contain information about 
administrative policies based on Ashoka’s 
humanitarian considerations. 

 � The edicts are located on a central rock in 
the compound, along with Separate Edicts 
1&2. The configuration is similar to the 
nearby Dhauli Edicts of Ashoka. 

 � Jaugada is an ancient fort that served as a 
Mauryan fortified capital of the Kalinga 
province. In Odia language, Jau means Lac, 
and Gada means fort.

The Kalsi rock edicts :

 � They are a set of 14 inscriptions by Emperor 
Ashoka, written in Pali and Brahmi on 
a solid quartz rock in north-western 
India. The edicts are located near the 
Greco-Bactrian Kingdom and its capital, 
Ai Khanoum. The main face of the rock 
contains the first 12 edicts and part of the 
13th. 
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 � According to the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI), the edicts reflect Ashoka’s 
commitment to non-violence, his 
concern for the welfare of his subjects, 
and his humane approach to internal 
administration. The Kalsi rock edict 
of Ashoka mentions the Greek kings 
Antiochus and Ai-Khanoum, which may 
have influenced Ashoka’s writings.

193. The Prime Minister recently inaugurated 
the new Circuit House near Somnath 
Temple at Veraval. Which of the following 
statements are correct regarding Somnath 
Temple?  

1. Somnath Temple is one of the 
Jyotirlinga shrines.

2. A description of Somnath Temple was 
given by Al-Biruni.

3. Pran Pratishtha of Somnath Temple 
(installation of the present day 
temple) was done by President S. 
Radhakrishnan.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Somnath Temple is one of the 12 Jyotirlinga 
shrines of Shiva. It’s located in Prabhas 
Patan, Veraval, Gujarat, India, and is 
considered the first of the 12 Jyotirlingas in 
the country. 

 � The Somnath Temple is a Hindu temple 
dedicated to Lord Shiva and is one of the 
most sacred pilgrimage sites for Hindus. 
The temple is honey-colored and intricately 
carved. 

 � The temple has been reconstructed several 
times after being destroyed by Muslim 
invaders and rulers, including an attack by 
Mahmud Ghazni in the 11th century.

 � A description of the temple by Al-Biruni, 
an Arab traveller, was so glowing that 
it prompted a visit in 1024 by a most 

unwelcome tourist – the legendary looter 
Mahmud of Ghazni from Afghanistan.

 � The modern temple was reconstructed with 
the resolve of Sardar Patel who visited the 
ruins of Somnath temple on November 
13 1947. The then-President of India, Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad, did the Pran-Pratistha at 
the existing temple on 11 May 1951.  

List of 12 Jyotirling Temples in India :

1. Somnath Temple, Gujarat
2. Mallikarjuna Temple, Andhra 

Pradesh
3. Mahakaleshwar Temple, Madhya 

Pradesh
4. Omkareshwar Temple and 

Mamleshwar Temple, Madhya 
Pradesh

5. Baidyanath Dham, Jharkhand
6. Bhimashankar Temple, Maharashtra
7. Ramanathaswamy Temple, 

Rameshwaram
8. Nageshwar Temple, Gujarat
9. Kashi Vishwanath Temple, Uttar 

pradesh
10. Trimbakeshwar Temple, Maharashtra
11. Kedarnath Temple, Uttarakhand
12. Grishneshwar Temple, Maharashtra

2023

194. With reference to ancient India, consider 
the following statements : 

1. The concept of Stupa is Buddhist in 
origin. 

2. Stupa was generally a repository of 
relics. 

3 . Stupa  was a  votive  and  
commemorative structure in Buddhist 
tradition. 

How many of the statements given above 
are correct? 

(a)  Only one 
(b)  Only two 
(c)  All three 
(d)  None
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Explanation :  (C)

 � The word “stupa” is Sanskrit for “heap” or 
“pile”. Stupas are believed to have originated 
as pre-Buddhist burial mounds, where 
śramanas were buried in a seated position 
called chaitya. 

 � Stupas are a significant form of Buddhist 
architecture. They are generally considered 
to be sepulchral monuments, which are 
places of burial or receptacles for religious 
objects. At their simplest, stupas are dirt 
burial mounds faced with stone. 

 � The oldest Buddhist stupa is the “Great 
Stupa” at Sanchi, which was commissioned 
in the 3rd century BCE by the emperor 
Ashoka the Great of the Maurya Empire.

 � Stupas are dome-shaped structures that 
contain relics and serve as places of worship 
and meditation. The relics are typically 
associated with the Buddha or other major 
figures in Buddhism, and may include the 
bodily remains of Buddhist monks or items 
they used.

 � Stupas are monuments that house 
sacred relics, such as the remains of 
Buddhist monks or items they used. The 
hemispherical shape of the stupa is thought 
to have come from pre-Buddhist burial 
mounds in India. The shape of the stupa 
is also associated with the Buddhist goal 
of release from the cycles of suffering and 
rebirth. 

 � Stupas are also used as a focal point for 
Buddhist devotion and meditation. They 
represent various elements, including the 
Buddha, the path to Enlightenment, a 
mountain, and the universe.

Buddhist stupas can be divided into five 
types based on their function:

1. Relic stupas: Contain the remains of 
Buddha, his disciples, and lay saints

2. Object stupas: Contain objects that 
belonged to or were used by Buddha 
and his disciples, such as robes and 
begging bowls

3. Commemorative stupas: Commem-
orate major events in the lives of Bud-
dha and his disciples

4. Symbolic stupas: Represent aspects 
of Buddhist teachings

5. Votive stupas: Small temples that 
have a votive offering function

195. “Souls are not only the property ‘of an-
imal and plant life, but also of rocks, 
running water and many other natural 
objects not looked ‘on as living by other 
religious sects.”

The above statement reflects one of the 
core beliefs of which one of the following 
religious sects of ancient India? 

(a)  Buddhism 
(b)  Jainism 
(c)  Shaivism 
(d)  Vaishnavism

Explanation :  (B)

 � Jain religion believe in reincarnation. 
This cycle of birth, death, and rebirth is 
determined by one’s karma. Jains believe 
bad karma is caused by harming living 
things.

 � To avoid bad karma, Jains must practice 
ahimsa, a strict code of nonviolence. Jains 
believe plants, animals, and even some 
nonliving things (like air and water) have 
souls, just as humans do. The principle of 
nonviolence includes doing no harm to 
humans, plants, animals, and nature.

196. Consider the following pairs : 

Site Well known for 
1. Besnagar Shaivite cave shrine 
2. Bhaja Buddhist cave shrine 
3. Sittanavasal Jain cave shrine 

How many of the above pairs are correctly 
matched? 

(a)  Only one 
(b)  Only two 
(c)  All three 
(d)  None

Explanation :  (C)

Besnagar :
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 � This site is associated with a Shaivite cave 
shrine. In the 2nd century BCE, Heliodorus, 
a Greek ambassador, visited the Vidiśā 
region of India and erected a Garudadhvaja 
in honor of God Vāsudeva.

Bhaja :

 � This site is known for the Bhaja Caves, a 
group of 22 rock-cut caves that date back to 
the 2nd century BCE. The caves are located 
in Pune, India, and are 400 feet above the 
village of Bhaja. The caves contain rock-cut 
sculptures, stupas, and inscriptions related 
to Buddhism.

Sittanavasal :

 � This site is known for the Sittanavasal Caves, 
a group of 11 rock-cut caves that date from 
the 2nd century BCE to the 8th century CE. 
The caves are located in Tamil Nadu, India, 
and contain elaborate Jain sculptures and 
paintings.

2024

197. Which one of the following was the latest 
inclusion in the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage List of UNESCO ?

(a) Chhau dance
(b) Durga puja
(c) Garba dance
(d) Kumbh mela

Explanation : (C)

 � The latest cultural heritage included in the 
list is Garba, a traditional dance form from 
Gujarat in December, 2023.

 � Garba is a devotional dance performed on 
Navaratri festival , which is dedicated to the 
worship of feminine energy or ‘Shakti’.
•	 Chhau dance- 2010
•	 Durga puja-    2021
•	 Kumbh mela-  2017

•	 Therefore, option (c) is the correct answer.

198. Consider the following properties 
included in the World Heritage List 
released by UNESCO:

1. Shantiniketan
2. Rani-ki-Vav
3. Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysalas
4. Mahabodhi Temple Complex at 

Bodhgaya

How many of the above properties were 
included in 2023 ?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Explanation : (B)

 � According to the UNESCO website, as of 
January 2024, there are around 1,199 World 
Heritage Sites, 42 of which are in India.

Santiniketan, West Bengal :

 � Santiniketan established by Rabindranath 
Tagore was a residential school and center 
for art as vision of the unity of humanity in 
religious and cultural boundaries. 

 � Santiniketan has been recognized by 
UNESCO as India’s 41st World Heritage 
Site in the year 2023. Hence, statement 1 
is correct.
Rani-ki-Vav,Gujarat :

 � Rani-ki-Vav, on the banks of the Saraswati 
River, was built as a memorial to a king in 
the 11th century AD. 

 � Rani-ki-Vav has been recognized by 
UNESCO as India’s 32nd World Heritage 
Site in the year 2014. Hence, statement 2 is 
NOT correct.
Hoysala - style temple complexes, 
Karntaka

 � Hoysala temples of Belur, Halebid and 
Somanathapur in Karnataka added to the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
World Heritage list in the year 2023. This 
inclusion marks the 42nd UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in India. Hence, statement 3 
is correct.

Mahabodhi Temple Complex, Bodh Gaya :

 � The Mahabodhi Temple Complex is holy 
site related to the life of the Lord Buddha, 
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and particularly to the Enlightenment of 
lord buddha. 

 � The Mahabodhi Temple Complex has 
been recognized by UNESCO as India’s 
23rd  World Heritage Site in the year 2002. 
Hence, statement 4 is not correct.

•	 Hence, Option (b) is correct

UPSC CSE 2025 & 2026 SUBJECTWISE 
PYQ SOLUTION WILL BE UPDATED IN 
OUR APP & TELEGRAM CHANNEL ON 

THE NEXT DAY OF EXAMINATION
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1. Who said first: “Swaraj is my birth right 
and I shall have it”. 

(a)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(b)  M.K. Gandhi 
(c)  Lala Lajpat Rai 
(d)  Sardar Patel

Explanation :  (A)

 � Bal Gangadhar Tilak, a freedom activist 
and social reformer, is credited with saying 
“Swaraj is my birthright, and I shall have it”. 
Tilak was a radical nationalist and social 
conservative who popularized the concepts 
of Swaraj, Swadeshi, national education, 
and boycott. 

 � Tilak’s activism, which appealed to 
Hindu symbolism and Maratha history, 
brought him into conflict with the British 
government. He was tried for sedition three 
times, and his prosecution only gained 
him more popularity. He earned the title 
Lokamanya, which means “Beloved Leader 
of the People”. Tilak died on August 1, 1920 
in Mumbai. 

2. First Europeans, who started trade with 
India, were 

(a)  The Portuguese 
(b) The British
(c)  The French 
(d)  The Dutch

Explanation :  (A)

 � Portugal was the first European country 
to try to find a sea route to India. In 1498, 
Vasco da Gama successfully reached 
Calicut, India, and was welcomed by the 
King Zamorin. In 1501, Vasco da Gama 
returned to India and established a trading 
center in Cannanore. 

 � The Portuguese established trading 
settlements in Calicut, Cochin, and 
Cannanore. The Portuguese Company 

was the first European trading company 
to establish trade posts in India. They 
established trading settlements in Cochin, 
Goa, Daman and Diu, Salsette and Bassein, 
and Bombay. 

 � The Portuguese East India Company was 
established in 1501, when Vasco da Gama 
set up a trading center in Cannanore. The 
Portuguese then established factories in 
Calicut and Cochin.

 � The Portuguese were the first Europeans 
to arrive in India in 1498, followed by the 
Dutch in 1605, the British in 1612, and the 
French in 1667. The Danes arrived in 1620.

3. “India Wins Freedom” was written by  

(a)  Rajendra Prasad
(b)  Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
(c)  R.N. Tagore
(d)  J. L Nehru

Explanation :  (B)

 � Maulana Abul Kalam Azad wrote India 
Wins Freedom. The book is about Azad’s 
political journey and his perspective on the 
partition of India. It includes his personal 
experiences and his ideas on freedom and 
liberty. 

 � Azad was president of the All India 
National Congress twice, serving from 
1940–1946. After partition, he became 
India’s Education Minister. 

 � Azad was born in Mecca in 1888. His 
narrative was influenced by his Islamic 
upbringing, liberal ideas, and commitment 
to the nation.

4. The cause for the immediate precipitation 
of the Sepoy Mutiny was  

(a)  Use of cartridges greased with cow fat
(b)  Doctrine of Lapse
(c)  The disparity between salaries of 

Native Sepoys and the British Soldiers 
(d)  The Spread of Christianity

MODERN HISTORY
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Explanation :  (A)

 � The Sepoy Mutiny, also known as the Indian 
Mutiny, was a revolt by Indian soldiers 
against their British commanders in 1857–
58.The rebellion began in Meerut on May 
10, 1857, when sepoys of the British East 
India Company’s army mutinied.

 � The rebellion spread to other areas, 
including Delhi, Kanpur, Agra, and 
Lucknow. The rebellion was contained 
in 1858 when the rebels were defeated in 
Gwalior on June 20. 

 � The rebellion was a response to the British 
East India Company’s attempts to develop 
the Indian economy and legal system. In 
January 1857, rumors began to circulate in 
the army that cartridges had been greased 
with animal tallow, which is sacred to 
Hindus and pigs.

 � The process for opening a cartridge was to 
tear the paper seal with your teeth, which 
some boys found to be a sin and an attempt 
to undermine their religions. 

 � The British granted amnesty to all rebels 
not involved in murder on November 1, 
1858, but did not declare the hostilities to 
have formally ended until July 8, 1859.  

 � British Administration records say that 
about 6,000 British died in the Indian 
Mutiny, and 800,000 Indians, including 
those who died during the mutiny, famines, 
and epidemics.

The Doctrine of Lapse :

 � It was a policy that stated that if an Indian 
ruler died without a male heir, their 
kingdom would automatically become 
part of the British Empire. The policy 
was introduced by Lord Dalhousie, the 
Governor General of India from 1848 to 
1856.The doctrine was also applied in cases 
where the ruler was judged to be “unfit” to 
rule. 

 � The Doctrine of Lapse was one of the 
methods of the East India Company to 
expand its territory. The doctrine was also 
applied by the East India Company in India 
until 1859. The first state annexed under 
the doctrine of lapse was Satara in 1848. 

 � The Doctrine of Lapse is generally regarded 
as having contributed to the discontent that 
was a factor in the outbreak of the Indian 
Mutiny in 1857 and the widespread revolt 
that followed.

5. The Home Rule movement was launched 
by 

(a) Annie Besant 
(b)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(c)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(d)  Lala Lajpat Rai 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indian Home Rule movement 
was founded by Annie Besant and Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak. The movement was part 
of the Indian independence movement and 
lasted from 1916–1918. The movement’s 
goal was to gain home rule or dominion 
status for India under the British Empire. 

 � The term “home rule” was borrowed from 
a similar movement in Ireland. The Home 
Rule League was established in April and 
September 1916, respectively, by Tilak 
and Besant. The movement is believed to 
have set the stage for the independence 
movement for the educated English 
speaking upper class Indians. 

 � The purpose of the advocates of home rule 
was to encourage people to participate in 
the freedom movement. Home rule refers 
to the concept of self-government or 
autonomy at the local level.

6. Gandhiji’s “Champaran Movement” was 
for  

(a) The security of rights of Harijans 
(b)  Civil disobedience movement
(c)  Maintaining the unity of Hindu 

society
(d)  Solving the problem of the Indigo 

workers 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Champaran Satyagraha was a 
nonviolent resistance campaign led by 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1917. The movement 
was a protest against the exploitation and 
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abuse faced by local indigo farmers at the 
hands of the British colonial authorities 
and plantation owners. 

 � The Champaran Satyagraha was the first 
popular satyagraha movement. It was a 
peasants uprising, led by Mahatma Gandhi 
in the Champaran district of Bihar. The 
farmer’s in the region revolted against the 
British power against the imposed indigo 
cultivation between 1914 and 1916. 

 � The movement was started by Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1917 to look into the problem 
of the Tinkathia system. Under this system, 
the tenant farmers were compelled to 
grow indigo on a specific portion of their 
landholding. This was typically 3/20th of 
their land. 

 � During the Champaran Satyagraha 
movement, Mahatma Gandhi was arrested 
on 16th April 1917 on the charges of 
creating deep unrest and was ordered to 
evacuate the province.

The Civil Disobedience Movement 
(CDM) :

 � It was a major mass movement launched in 
1930 by Mahatma Gandhi.

The CDM’s demands included:

1. Releasing political prisoners
2. Reducing the rupee-sterling exchange 

ratio
3. Reducing agricultural tax by 50%
4. Eliminating the government’s 

monopoly on salt
5. Reducing military expenditure and 

salaries of highest-grade services 
 � The CDM was withdrawn in 1931 when 

Gandhi signed the “Gandhi-Irwin” pact. 
 � Civil disobedience is a nonviolent action 

where an individual refuses to obey a law 
for moral or philosophical reasons. It can 
be active or passive, direct or indirect. The 
purpose of civil disobedience is usually to 
force concessions from the government or 
occupying power. 

Some examples of civil disobedience 
include:

1. The Boston Tea Party
2. Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt March
3. Suffragists’ illegal voting
4. Whites-only lunch counter sit-ins
5. Youth climate movement school 

walkouts 

Civil disobedience is also known as 
passive resistance. It has been a major 
tactic and philosophy of many social 
movements, including:

1. Nationalist movements in Africa and 
India

2. The American civil rights movement
3. Labor movements

7. Gandhiji started Dandi March in 1930   

(a)  Against imposition of salt tax laws
(b)  Against the announcement of 

communal award
(c)  Against atrocities committed on 

Harijans 
(d)  Against all of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � Mahatma Gandhi started the Dandi March 
on March 12, 1930. The march lasted until 
April 6, 1930. 

 � The Dandi March, also known as the Salt 
March and the Dandi Satyagraha, was a 
nonviolent protest against the British salt 
monopoly. The march was a direct action 
campaign of tax resistance and protest 
against injustice. 

 � The march began at Sabarmati Ashram in 
Ahmedabad and ended in Dandi, a coastal 
town in Gujarat. The march was nearly 385 
km long and Gandhi was accompanied by 
80 satyagrahis. 

 � Gandhi inaugurated the Civil Disobedience 
Movement by picking up a handful of salt 
in Dandi. He continued his satyagraha 
against the salt tax for the next two months, 
encouraging other Indians to break the salt 
laws.
The Communal Award :

 � It was a series of elections announced by 
British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald 
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on August 16, 1932. It was also known as 
the MacDonald Award. 

 � The award was a result of the second 
round table conference and was based 
on the findings of the Indian Franchise 
Committee.

The key provisions of the award were:

1. Doubling the seats in the provincial 
legislatures

2. Keeping the separate electorate 
system, especially for minorities

3. Providing considerable weightage to 
the Muslims

4. Reserving 3% of the total seats for 
women 

 � The Communal Award extended the 
separate electorate to depressed classes 
and other minorities, including Muslims, 
Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, 
and Europeans. The award favored the 
minorities over the Hindus, causing 
consternation and anger from Gandhi.

8. “Khilafat” movement subsided because 
of the 

(a)  Concessions given to Muslims by the 
British 

(b)  Amity achieved between Congress 
and Muslim League

(c)  Accession of Kamal Pasha on the 
throne of Turkey

(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Khilafat Movement, which lasted 
from 1919–1924, lost its momentum 
when Mustafa Kemal Pasha dethroned 
the Turkish Sultan in 1922 and declared 
Turkey a secular republic. The movement 
collapsed in 1924 when Atatürk abolished 
the caliphate. 

 � The Khilafat Movement was a movement 
by Indian Muslims to pressure the British 
government to preserve the authority of 
the Ottoman Sultan as Caliph of Islam. 
The movement was led by Mohammad 
Ali and Shaukat Ali, known as the Ali 
brothers, along with Mahatma Gandhi. The 

movement’s goal was to unite the Muslim 
community under a unified national 
movement.

9. Who commented “the Cripps Mission 
was a postdated cheque on a crashing 
bank”?   

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(c)  Subhash Chandra Bose 
(d)  Sardar Patel

Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1942, Mahatma Gandhi called the 
Cripps Mission’s proposal of dominion 
status a “post-dated cheque drawn on a 
crashing bank”. The Cripps Mission was a 
British government proposal to seek Indian 
cooperation during World War II. From 
March 22 to April 11, 1942, Stafford Cripps, 
a member of the War Cabinet, visited India 
to discuss the British Government’s Draft 
Declaration on the Constitution of India 
with Indian leaders.

 � The Mission declared that India would be a 
Dominion and that an elected body would 
frame its constitution after the war. 

 � Gandhi’s statement led to the Congress 
Party stopping talks and demanding self-
government in exchange for war support.

 � The talks failed, and the British PM, 
Viceroy, and Commander-in-chief were 
consistently against Cripps’ efforts.

10. The Lucknow Congress Session of 1916 
refers to  
(a)  Concession of separate electorates for 

the Muslims by the Congress Party
(b)  Merger of Muslim League into 

Congress 
(c)  Selection of Muslim leader as the 

Congress President
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Lucknow Congress Session of 1916 
is known for the Lucknow Pact, which 
was signed between the Indian National 
Congress and the Muslim League in 
December 1916.  
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The pact included the following 
provisions:

1. The Congress agreed to separate 
electorates for Muslims in provincial 
council elections.

2. The Congress agreed to give Muslims 
one-third representation in the state 
government.

3. The Congress agreed to weightage 
the favor of Muslims in all provinces 
except the Punjab and Bengal.

The pact included other reforms, such as:

i. Self-government in India
ii. Abolition of the Indian Council
iii. Separation of the executive from the 

judiciary
iv. Salaries of the Secretary of State for 

Indian Affairs to be paid from British 
coffers and not the Indian funds

 � The 1916 session also led to the readmission 
of the extremists to the Congress.

11. The aim of the Cripps Mission to India 
was to  

(a)  Appease the Indian public opinion
(b)  Appease the American people 
(c)  Decentralise the power to States 
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Cripps Mission was a failed attempt 
by the British government in 1942 to 
gain Indian support for their efforts in 
World War II. The mission was led by Sir 
Richard Stafford Cripps, a labor minister in 
Winston Churchill’s coalition government. 
The mission was in India from March 22 to 
April 11, 1942. 

The mission’s objectives included:

1. Obtaining Indian cooperation for the 
British war efforts

2. Securing Indian cooperation and 
support for the British war

3. Establishing the Indian Union and 
the status of domination

4. Appeasing the Indian public opinion

5. Ensuring India would be free to decide 
its relations with the Commonwealth 

 � The mission also proposed that after the 
war, a constituent assembly would be 
convened to create a new constitution. 
The assembly’s members would be partly 
elected by the provincial assemblies and 
partly nominated by the princes.

12. The Interim Government at the Centre 
after independence was formed  

(a)  After the visit of Cripps Mission 
(b)  Before the visit of Cripps Mission 
(c)  After Mountbatten submitted his plan 
(d)  Before the visit of the Cabinet Mission

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Interim Government of India was 
formed on September 2, 1946, after the 
Cabinet Mission of Britain visited India in 
1946.  

 � The Cabinet Mission was part of the 
Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946, which was 
an attempt by the British government 
to address tensions between the Indian 
National Congress and the Muslim League 
over the future of India. 

 � The Cripps Mission began in 1942, and 
colonial authorities made several attempts 
to form an interim government in India.

The Cripps Mission’s proposals included:

1. Setting up an Indian dominion 
Forming a Constituent

2. Assembly to frame a new constitution
3. Allowing any province that was 

unwilling to join the Indian dominion 
to form a separate union and have a 
separate constitution 

 � The Cabinet Mission’s proposals failed 
because the Congress Party wanted a 
strong center with minimal powers for the 
provinces, and the Muslim League wanted 
strong political safeguards for Muslims. 

 � The interim government was formed from 
the newly elected Constituent Assembly 
on September 2, 1946. The government 
included the Viceroy and Commander in 
Chief of Britain, members from the All 
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India Muslim League, and Jawaharlal Nehru 
as the Head of the Interim Government.

The Mountbatten Plan :

 � It is also known as the 3 June Plan, was a 
proposal to divide British India into India 
and Pakistan. It was announced on June 3, 
1947, and led to the end of British colonial 
rule in the Indian subcontinent. 

 � The plan’s main purpose was to partition 
India and quickly transfer responsibility 
to Indian governments for the divided 
sections.

The plan included the following 
principles:

1. Both countries would have the right 
to make their own constitutions.

2. Both countries would have autonomy 
and sovereignty.

3. Princely states would have the choice 
to remain independent or join India 
or Pakistan. 

 � The Boundary Commission was established 
to fix the international boundaries between 
the two countries. The commission was 
chaired by Sir Cyril Radcliffe and was tasked 
with demarcating Bengal and Punjab into 
the two new countries. 

 � The Indian Independence Act was passed 
by the British parliament on July 5, 1947. 
The act’s aim was to transfer power from the 
British Crown to the newly independent 
dominions of India and Pakistan.

The Cabinet Mission Plan :

 � It was a statement made in 1946 by the 
British Prime Minister Clement Attlee 
to discuss the transfer of power from the 
British to the Indian government. The 
plan proposed a three-tier administrative 
structure for British India.

The plan also aimed to:

1. Strengthen India’s unity
2. Help India achieve independence
3. Avoid partition 

 � The plan proposed the formation of a Union 
of India, comprising both the British India 

and the Princely States. The Union would 
remain in charge of only foreign affairs, 
defense, and communications. 

The plan failed due to a conflict :

 � of interest between the Hindu and Muslim 
groups. The Congress opposed the creation 
of Pakistan as the Cabinet Mission Plan did 
not guarantee a separate sovereign state for 
Muslims. 

13. Rabindranath Tagore surrendered his 
title to the British because of  

(a)  Civil Disobedience Movement 
(b)  Non Cooperation Movement 
(c)  Jallianwalah Bagh massacre
(d)  Partition of Bengal 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Rabindranath Tagore returned his 
knighthood in 1919 to protest the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

 � In 1915, King George V awarded Tagore 
a knighthood for his contributions to 
literature, making him the first Indian 
to receive the honor. On April 13, 1919, 
General Dyer and his armed troops opened 
fire on a crowd of thousands gathered 
at Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar. Tagore 
renounced his knighthood in 1919 to 
condemn the incident. 

 � Tagore received news of the massacre on 
May 22, 1919. He attempted to organize a 
protest meeting in Calcutta before deciding 
to renounce his knighthood as a symbolic 
act of protest.

The Civil Disobedience Movement 
(CDM) :

 � It was a major mass movement launched in 
1930 by Mahatma Gandhi.

The CDM’s demands included:

1. Releasing political prisoners
2. Reducing the rupee-sterling exchange 

ratio
3. Reducing agricultural tax by 50%
4. Eliminating the government’s 

monopoly on salt
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5. Reducing military expenditure and 
salaries of highest-grade services 

 � The CDM was withdrawn in 1931 when 
Gandhi signed the “Gandhi-Irwin” pact. 

 � Civil disobedience is a nonviolent action 
where an individual refuses to obey a law 
for moral or philosophical reasons. It can 
be active or passive, direct or indirect. The 
purpose of civil disobedience is usually to 
force concessions from the government or 
occupying power. 

Some examples of civil disobedience 
include:

1. The Boston Tea Party
2. Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt March
3. Suffragists’ illegal voting
4. Whites-only lunch counter sit-ins
5. Youth climate movement school 

walkouts 

Civil disobedience is also known as 
passive resistance. It has been a major 
tactic and philosophy of many social 
movements, including:

1. Nationalist movements in Africa and 
India

2. The American civil rights movement
3. Labor movements
4. Anti-war movements

The Non-Cooperation Movement :

 � It was a peaceful protest against the 
British government in India that lasted 
from 1920 to 1922. The movement was 
a political campaign led by Mahatma 
Gandhi to persuade the British to grant 
self-governance to India. The movement’s 
main goal was to achieve “Poorna swaraj” 
through peaceful means. 

The movement was triggered by many 
reasons, including:

 � The Jallianwala Bagh massacre On April 
13, 1919, a large crowd of unarmed men, 
women, and children were shot at with 
machine guns and rifles by General Dyer.

 � The Government of India Act of 1919

 � This act curtailed the right to vote and gave 
Indians little say in government decisions.

 � Resentment at the British after the war
 � Indians felt betrayed by the British after they 

provided extensive support of manpower 
and resources during the First World War. 

The movement consisted of Indians:

1. Resigning their titles
2. Boycotting government educational 

institutions, the courts, government 
service, foreign goods, and elections

3. Eventually, refusing to pay taxes 
 � The British government responded with 

severe repression, arresting thousands of 
protesters and imposing harsh punishments. 
This led to further resentment and fueled 
the demand for independence.

The Partition of Bengal :

 � It was a territorial reorganization of 
the Bengal Presidency that took place 
on October 16, 1905. The British Raj 
implemented the partition, which separated 
the largely Hindu western areas from the 
largely Muslim eastern areas. 

 � The partition divided the province into 
West Bengal and East Bengal. The Muslims 
supported the partition because they would 
have their own province, but the Hindus 
opposed it. 

 � The partition led to a nationalist movement 
known as the Swadeshi Movement. The 
movement advocated boycotting British 
goods and promoting Indian-made 
products to protest against the partition 
and assert Indian self-reliance. 

 � The partition also brought the province 
to the brink of open rebellion. The British 
recognized that Bengal was too large for 
a single province and determined that it 
needed reorganization and division.

14. Who led the extremists before the arrival 
of Gandhiji on the political scene for 
freedom struggle?  

(a)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(b)  Dadabhai Naoroji
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(c)  Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(d)  Subhash Bose

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji And Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale belong to moderates and not 
extremist leaders. While Subhash Bose 
entered into struggle only after Gandhian 
entry. 

 � Before Mahatma Gandhi, Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak was the most popular leader of the 
Indian freedom struggle. Tilak was an 
extremist who used extremist methods to 
achieve freedom. He protested against the 
British government and advocated self-
rule, or Swaraj. 

Other prominent extremist leaders 
include:

1. Bipin Chandra Pal
2. Lala Lajpat Rai
3. Aurobindo Ghosh 

 � Extremists believed in agitation, strikes, 
and boycotts to force their demands. 
Moderates, on the other hand, believed 
in constitutional methods of protests like 
petitions, prayers, and meetings. 

 � The differences between the moderates and 
the extremists became official in the Surat

 � session of the Indian National Congress 
(INC) in 1907.  

15. Who was the Prime Minister of U.K. at 
the time of India’s Independence?   

(a)  Lord Attlee 
(b)  Winston Churchill 
(c)  Lord Mountbatten
(d) Harold Wilson 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Clement Attlee was the Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom when India gained 
independence in 1947. Attlee was the 
leader of the Labour Party from 1935 to 
1955, and served as Prime Minister from 
1945 to 1951. 

 � On July 4, 1947, Attlee introduced the 
Indian Independence Bill in the House 
of Commons. Both houses of the British 

Parliament passed the bill on July 15, 1947. 
 � On February 20, 1947, Attlee announced 

in the House of Commons that the British 
would leave India by June 30, 1948. 

 � India’s independence in 1947 was the 
result of years of nonviolent resistance to 
British rule, led by Mohandas Gandhi and 
Jawaharlal Nehru.

16. Indian National Congress took the stand 
during Second World War that  

(a) It would support axis powers 
(b)  It would support allied powers 
(c)  It would cooperate with the British 

if India is promised dominion status 
after the war

(d)  It would cooperate with the 
British if India is granted complete 
Independence

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) took 
the stand during World War II to demand 
complete independence from the British. 
The Indian National Congress (INC) 
took a stand during World War II in the 
following ways:

1. Declared independence : 

 � The INC declared that India was ready to 
work with the British in World War II, but 
only if the British immediately granted 
India complete independence. The INC 
also demanded the establishment of a 
national government.
2. Refused to cooperate :

 � In August 1942, the INC launched the Quit 
India Movement, refusing to cooperate 
with the government until India was 
granted independence.
3. Planned civil disobedience :

 � The INC planned a civil disobedience 
campaign against the war, but its leaders 
were arrested before it could begin.
4. Supported mass civil disobedience :

 � In 1942, the INC sponsored mass civil 
disobedience to support the demand that 
the British “quit India”.
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17. The French supremacy in India came to 
an end with the  

(a)  Battle of Wandiwash 
(b)  Battle of Plassey 
(c)  Battle of Buxar 
(d)  Battle of Panipat 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Battle of Wandiwash in 1760 marked 
the end of French influence in India. The 
battle was fought between the British, 
led by Eyre Coote, and the French, led by 
Thomas-Arthur, Comte de Lally.

 � The battle was a decisive victory for the 
British, who defeated the French and 
captured Marquis de Bussy. The French 
put up a fierce resistance, but were 
overwhelmed by the British’s superior 
tactics and firepower. 

 � The Battle of Wandiwash was a decisive 
battle in the Third Carnatic War, which 
ended almost a century of conflict between 
the French and British.

 � The resulting Treaty of Paris reduced the 
French Company to a trading body without 
political privileges.

The Battle of Plassey :

 � It was a decisive victory for the British East 
India Company over the Nawab of Bengal 
and his French allies on June 23, 1757. 

 � The battle took place on the banks of the 
Bhagirathi-Hooghly River, near the small 
village of Plassey, in north-eastern India. 

 � The battle was part of the Third Carnatic 
War and the worldwide Seven Years’ War 
(1756-63).

 � The British East India Company, led by 
Robert Clive, won because of the defection 
of Mir Jafar, the commander-in-chief of 
the Nawab’s army. Clive bribed Mir Jafar, 
promised to make him Nawab of Bengal, 
and bought support from his enemies. 

The battle resulted in:

1. The British gaining political power in 
Northern India

2. The end of the French forces
3. Mir Jafar being crowned as the Nawab 

of Bengal 
4. The battle helped the British East 

India Company take control of Bengal 
in 1772.  

The Battle of Buxar :

 � It was fought between the British East 
India Company and a combined alliance of 
Indian states on October 22, 1764. 

The British forces were led by Major 
Hector Munro, while the alliance 
included:

1. Mir Qasim, Nawab of Bengal
2. Shuja-ud-Daula, Nawab of Awadh
3. Shah Alam II, Mughal Emperor 

 � The battle took place in Buxar, a fortified 
town in Bihar, on the banks of the Ganges 
river. The battle was a result of the misuse 
of trade privileges by the Nawab of Bengal 
and the colonialist ambitions of the British 
East India Company. 

 � The British won the battle, with Mir 
Qasim’s soldiers retreating and the other 
two surrendering. The battle was a turning 
point in Indian history, marking the 
beginning of British rule in India. The 
Treaty of Allahabad, signed by Shah Alam 
II on August 12, 1765, ended the war.

 � The treaty forced the defeated Indian rulers 
to sign it, granting the East India Company 
diwani rights. This gave the company the 
right to collect revenue from the territories 
of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa on behalf of 
the Mughal emperor.

The First Battle of Panipat :

 � It was fought on April 21, 1526, between 
the invading forces of Babur and the Lodi 
Empire. The battle took place near the 
small village of Panipat, in the present day 
Indian state of Haryana. 

 � The Mughal force was outnumbered but 
prevailed due to the resourcefulness of 
their commander, Babur. Babur used 
field fortifications and the firepower of 
gunpowder. It is widely accepted that 
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Babur’s guns were the decisive factor in the 
battle because Ibrahim Lodi had no field 
artillery. The cannons’ sound scared Lodi’s 
elephants, who crushed Lodi’s soldiers. 

 � The battle marked the beginning of the 
Mughal Empire and the end of the Delhi 
Sultanate. The Second and Third Battles of 
Panipat took place in 1556 and 1761. 

18. Which of the following was not the 
outcome of Jallianwalah Bagh massacre?  

(a)  Suspension of Gen. Dyer
(b)  Change in Gandhiji’s outlook towards 

Britishers
(c)  Temporary peace in Punjab
(d)  Renunciation of British titles and 

positions by many Indians

Explanation :  (C)

 � Temporary peace in Punjab is not an 
outcome of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.

 � The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, also called 
the Massacre of Amritsar, occurred on 
April 13, 1919.British troops, led by General 
Dyer, fired on a crowd of unarmed Indian 
civilians in an open space called Jallianwala 
Bagh in Amritsar, Punjab.

 � The massacre was a result of a demonstration 
against the Rowlatt Act, which was passed 
in 1919 to extend the British government’s 
World War I emergency powers to combat 
subversive activities. 

Some other outcomes of the massacre 
include:

1. Newspapers were banned
2. Editors were put behind bars or 

deported
3. Rabindranath Tagore, who had been 

knighted by the British, renounced 
his knighthood

4. The government responded with 
further brutalities

19. “Inquilab Zindabad” slogan was given by  

(a)  Chandra Shekhar Azad
(b) Subhash Chandra Bose 
(c) Bhagat Singh
(d)  Iqbal

Explanation :  (C)

 � “Inquilab Zindabad” is a slogan that 
means “Long Live Revolution”. It was first 
introduced by Maulana Hasrat Mohani in 
1921.However, Bhagat Singh popularized 
the slogan through his speeches and 
writings in the late 1920s.

 � Singh is also credited with making the 
slogan popular by shouting it during the 
1929 bombing of the Central Legislative 
Assembly. 

 � The word “Inquilaab” is of Persian origin 
and means “revolution, change, turn, or 
uprising”. It is often used as a political 
slogan.

20. Who evolved the national consciousness 
as a formal concept?   

(a) B.G. Tilak 
(b) Mahatma Gandhi 
(c) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(d)  Surendranath Bannerjee

Explanation :  (D)

 � Surendranath Banerjee is credited 
with evolving the concept of national 
consciousness as a formal concept in India. 
He was a political leader and the founder 
of the Indian National Association, which 
was established in 1848 in Kolkata and died 
in 1925. 

 � National consciousness is a shared sense 
of national identity, which is a shared 
understanding that a people group shares 
a common ethnic/linguistic/cultural 
background. 

Some factors that have led to the rise of 
national consciousness in India include:

1. Political unification
2. Impact of Western education
3. Rediscovery of Indian’s glorious past
4. Socio-Religious Reform Movements
5. Growth of Vernacular Literature
6. Press and Newspaper
7. Economic Exploitation of British
8. Racial Antagonism
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21. “Red Shirts” movement aimed at   

(a)  To throw out Britishers from India
(b)  To promote Communist 

organizational activities
(c)  To promote trade union activities 
(d)  All of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Khudai Khidmatgar, also known as the 
Red Shirts movement, was a nonviolent 
movement against British occupation of 
the Indian subcontinent. The movement’s 
main goal was to remove the British from 
India. 

 � The movement began as a social reform 
organization that focused on education and 
ending blood feuds in Afghan society. It 
was also known as the Anjuman-e-Islah-e 
Afghania, which translates to “society for 
the reformation of Afghans/Pashtoons”. 

 � The movement’s members were called 
“Surkho Posh” or “Red Shirts”. Men wore 
red shirts and women wore black garments. 

 � The movement was led by Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan, a Pashtun freedom fighter, in the 
North-West Frontier Province. On April 
23, 1930, British soldiers massacred non-
violent protesters of the movement at Qissa 
Khwani Bazaar.

22. Who participated the least in the Indian 
National Movement?  

(a)  Capitalists
(b)  Landlords and Merchants
(c)  Princes of States
(d)  Government officials

Explanation :  (C)

 � Princes of states participated the least in 
the Indian National Movement. 

Here’s some more information about 
the participation of other groups in the 
Indian National Movement:

 � Capitalists Supported the movement 
against imperialism, but stayed away 
from the 1905-1908 Swadeshi Movement. 
They had their own ideas about how 

to wage the anti-imperial struggle, and 
favored constitutional reforms over civil 
disobedience.

 � Small traders and shopkeepers Supported 
the movement enthusiastically, participated 
in Congress’s hartals, and supported funds.

 � Peasants Joined the Non-Cooperation 
Movement to fight against the high revenue 
demands of the government.

 � Landlords and Talukdars Used to demand 
high rents and other cesses from the 
peasants, and force peasants to work in the 
landlord’s farm without payment.

23. Why could British only succeed in trade 
and commerce in India?  

(a)  Because of government backing
(b)  Quality of merchandise
(c)  Naval superiority
(d)  All of the above

Explanation :  (C)

 � The British were able to succeed in trade 
and commerce in India due to naval 
superiority. Their naval supremacy allowed 
them to secure coastal areas and blockades 
against their adversaries. 

Other reasons the British were able to 
succeed in India include:

1. Superior navy technology
2. Advancements in military technology
3. Deft political maneuvering
4. Military actions
5. Getting wealth and manpower from 

the conquest of Bengal 
 � The British also had more economic power, 

better weapons, and European confidence, 
which allowed them to slowly permeate 
into the Indian subcontinent.

24. Swadeshi movement started during  

(a) Anti-Bengal partition movement
(b) Non Cooperation Movement
(c) Civil Disobedience Movement 
(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (A)
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 � The Swadeshi Movement began in India 
on August 7, 1905, during the Anti-Bengal 
Partition agitation. The movement was a 
reaction to the partition of Bengal, which 
was announced in July 1905 and came into 
effect in October 1905. 

 � The Swadeshi movement was a six-year 
(1905–1911) anti-partition movement.

The movement’s main principles include:

1. Swadeshi: Using products and services 
from one’s own country

2. Boycott: Refraining from using British 
goods

3. Self-reliance: Aiming for economic 
self-reliance and independence from 
British rule

4. Nationalism: Contributing to the 
development of Indian nationalism 

 � The movement began in 1905 in response 
to the British government’s decision to 
partition Bengal.

The movement’s main features include:

1. Boycotting foreign goods
2. Promoting indigenous industries
3. Mass mobilization
4. Burning British-made goods 

 � The Swadeshi movement is now known as 
the “Make in India” campaign.

The Non-Cooperation Movement :

 � It was a peaceful protest against the 
British government in India that lasted 
from 1920 to 1922. The movement was 
a political campaign led by Mahatma 
Gandhi to persuade the British to grant 
self-governance to India. The movement’s 
main goal was to achieve “Poorna swaraj” 
through peaceful means. 

The movement was triggered by many 
reasons, including:

 � The Jallianwala Bagh massacre On April 
13, 1919, a large crowd of unarmed men, 
women, and children were shot at with 
machine guns and rifles by General Dyer.

The Government of India Act of 1919 :

 � This act curtailed the right to vote and gave 
Indians little say in government decisions.

Resentment at the British after the war :

 � Indians felt betrayed by the British after they 
provided extensive support of manpower 
and resources during the First World War. 

The movement consisted of Indians:

1. Resigning their titles
2. Boycotting government educational 

institutions, the courts, government 
service, foreign goods, and elections

3. Eventually, refusing to pay taxes 
 � The British government responded with 

severe repression, arresting thousands 
of protesters  and imposing harsh 
punishments. This led to further resentment 
and fueled the demand for independence.

The Civil Disobedience Movement 
(CDM) :

 � It was a major mass movement launched in 
1930 by Mahatma Gandhi.

The CDM’s demands included:

1. Releasing political prisoners
2. Reducing the rupee-sterling exchange 

ratio
3. Reducing agricultural tax by 50%
4. Eliminating the government’s 

monopoly on salt
5. Reducing military expenditure and 

salaries of highest-grade services 
 � The CDM was withdrawn in 1931 when 

Gandhi signed the “Gandhi-Irwin” pact. 
 � Civil disobedience is a nonviolent action 

where an individual refuses to obey a law 
for moral or philosophical reasons. It can 
be active or passive, direct or indirect. The 
purpose of civil disobedience is usually to 
force concessions from the government or 
occupying power. 

Some examples of civil disobedience 
include:

1. The Boston Tea Party
2. Mahatma Gandhi’s Salt March
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3. Suffragists’ illegal voting
4. Whites-only lunch counter sit-ins
5. Youth climate movement school 

walkouts 

Civil disobedience is also known as 
passive resistance. It has been a major 
tactic and philosophy of many social 
movements, including:

1. Nationalist movements in Africa and 
India

2. The American civil rights movement
3. Labor movements
4. Anti-war movements

25. The Prime Minister of Interim 
Government of India after Independence 
was  

(a)  Gandhi
(b)  Nehru
(c)  Jinnah 
(d) Rajgopalachari

Explanation :  (B)

 � Jawaharlal Nehru was the de-facto Prime 
Minister of the Interim Government of 
India in 1946.The Interim Government 
was formed on September 2, 1946, and 
functioned until India gained independence 
on August 15, 1947. 

 � The Viceroy’s Executive Council became 
the executive branch of the Interim 
Government. The Viceroy of India was 
originally the head of the Council, but it was 
transformed into a council of ministers. The 
vice-president of the Council, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, was given the powers of a prime 
minister. 

 � Lord Mountbatten invited Nehru to 
form the Interim Government on August 
14, 1946. However, the Muslim League 
launched The Direct Action Day on August 
16, 1946, leading to violent riots in Bengal, 
Bihar, and Punjab.

26. Swaraj Party was founded by  

(a)  Motilal Nehru 
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru 

(c)  B. G. Tilak 
(d)  C. Rajagopalachari

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Swaraj Party was founded on January 
1, 1923 by Indian politicians Chittaranjan 
Das, Motilal Nehru, and other members of 
the Indian National Congress. The party 
was formed to fight British colonialism and 
to demonstrate that the councils were not 
democratic. 

 � The Swaraj Party was established at M. R. 
Jayakar’s house and included Hakim Ajmal 
Khan and Chittaranjan Das. 

 � The Swaraj Party was opposed by Gandhi’s 
supporters, who became known as the No 
Changers. Gandhi relaxed the rules on 
spinning and named some Swarajists to 
important positions in the Congress Party.

27. Aim of Swaraj Party was to  

(a) Enter the Legislative Councils by 
contesting elections in order to wreck 
the legislatures from within

(b)  Boycott the foreign goods
(c)  Launch a non-cooperation movement 

against the British
(d)  Adopt Swadeshi in piece goods on a 

vast scale 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Swaraj Party, or Congress-Khilafat 
Swarajya Party, was formed on January 1, 
1923 by CR Das and Motilal Nehru. 

The party’s aims included:

1. Attaining dominion status
2. Obtaining the right to frame a 

constitution
3. Establishing control over the 

bureaucracy
4. Obtaining full provincial autonomy
5. Attaining Swarajya (self-rule)
6. Enter the Legislative Councils by 

contesting elections in order to wreck 
the legislatures from within

The party’s goals were to:
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1. Fight British colonialism
2. Demonstrate that councils were not 

democratic
3. Pressure the government for reforms 

through councils

28. Which party was in power in U.K. when 
India became independent?  

(a)  Labour
(b) Conservative 
(c) Liberal 
(d) None of these

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Labour Party was in power in the 
UK when India gained independence on 
August 15, 1947.Clement Attlee, the leader 
of the Labour Party from 1935 to 1955, was 
the British Prime Minister from 1945 to 
1951. 

 � The Labour government negotiated with 
representatives from the Congress Party 
and the Muslim League to grant India full 
independence. The British administration 
felt unable to manage the political situation 
and announced that British rule would end 
in India by June 1948.This was ultimately 
brought forward by a year.

1980

29. The year 1919 is associated with  

(a)  Dandi March by Mahatma Gandhi 
(b)  Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy 
(c)  Chauri Chaura Incident 
(d)  Partition of Bengal

Explanation :  (B)

The year 1919 is associated with many 
events, including:

The Rowlatt Act :

 � In February 1919, the Imperial Legislative 
Council of British India passed the Rowlatt 
Act, which extended the Defence of India 
Act of 1915. The act allowed the trial 
of political cases without juries and the 
internment of suspects without trial.

The Rowlatt Satyagraha :

 � On April 6, 1919, Mahatma Gandhi began a 
non-violent protest against the Rowlatt Act, 
which he called the Rowlatt Satyagraha. 
The protest included a nationwide hartal, 
where people were asked to stop going to 
work and hold meetings against the act.

The Jallianwala Bagh Massacre :

 � The Rowlatt Act led to a chain of events 
that culminated in the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre. On Baisakhi, a day of celebration 
and peaceful protest, General Dyer ordered 
fire on a crowd gathered in Jallianwala Bagh 
without warning.

 � Mahatma Gandhi started the Dandi March 
on March 12, 1930. The march lasted until 
April 6, 1930. 

 � The Dandi March, also known as the Salt 
March and the Dandi Satyagraha, was a 
nonviolent protest against the British salt 
monopoly. The march was a direct action 
campaign of tax resistance and protest 
against injustice. 

 � The march began at Sabarmati Ashram in 
Ahmedabad and ended in Dandi, a coastal 
town in Gujarat. The march was nearly 385 
km long and Gandhi was accompanied by 
80 satyagrahis. 

 � Gandhi inaugurated the Civil Disobedience 
Movement by picking up a handful of salt 
in Dandi. He continued his satyagraha 
against the salt tax for the next two months, 
encouraging other Indians to break the salt 
laws.

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre :

 � It is also called the Massacre of Amritsar, 
occurred on April 13, 1919. British troops, 
led by General Dyer, fired on a crowd of 
unarmed Indian civilians in an open space 
called Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar, Punjab.

 � The massacre was a result of a demonstration 
against the Rowlatt Act, which was passed 
in 1919 to extend the British government’s 
World War I emergency powers to combat 
subversive activities. 
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Some other outcomes of the massacre 
include:

1. Newspapers were banned
2. Editors were put behind bars or 

deported
3. Rabindranath Tagore, who had been 

knighted by the British, renounced 
his knighthood

4. The government responded with 
further brutalities

The Chauri Chaura incident :

 � It occurred on February 4, 1922, when 
a large group of protesters clashed with 
police in the town of Chauri Chaura, India. 
The protesters were participating in the 
Non-cooperation movement, which was 
led by Mahatma Gandhi. The clash resulted 
in the deaths of about 22 policemen and 3 
civilians. 

 � The incident led to Mahatma Gandhi calling 
off the Non-Cooperation Movement, 
which lasted from 1920-1922. 225 people 
were arrested, and 6 died in police custody. 
In July 1923, 19 people were executed after 
a trial, and 113 were sentenced to varying 
years of imprisonment.

The Partition of Bengal :

 � It was a territorial reorganization of 
the Bengal Presidency that took place 
on October 16, 1905. The British Raj 
implemented the partition, which separated 
the largely Hindu western areas from the 
largely Muslim eastern areas. 

 � The partition divided the province into 
West Bengal and East Bengal. The Muslims 
supported the partition because they would 
have their own province, but the Hindus 
opposed it. 

 � The partition led to a nationalist movement 
known as the Swadeshi Movement. The 
movement advocated boycotting British 
goods and promoting Indian-made 
products to protest against the partition 
and assert Indian self-reliance. 

 � The partition also brought the province 
to the brink of open rebellion. The British 
recognized that Bengal was too large for 

a single province and determined that it 
needed reorganization and division.

30. Who introduced the ‘Civil Services’ in 
India?  

(a)  Lord Dalhousie 
(b)  Lord Curzon 
(c)  Lord Wellesley
(d)  Lord Cornwallis 

Explanation :  (D)

•	 Charles Cornwallis is known as the 
“Father of Civil Service in India”. He 
introduced two divisions of the Indian 
Civil Service: 
1. covenanted and 
2. uncovenanted. 

 � Warren Hastings is credited with laying 
the foundation of civil service in India. 
Cornwallis reformed, modernized, and 
rationalized the civil service. He also 
established Fort William College in Calcutta 
for aspiring civil service candidates. 

 � The current civil services of India are largely 
based on the former Indian Civil Service of 
British India. The British civil service took 
on administrative responsibilities in India 
after the East India Company’s rule ended 
in 1858. 

 � In 1947, India gained independence and 
the Indian Civil Service (ICS) was replaced 
by the Indian Administrative Service (IAS). 
The Indian Police (IP) was replaced by 
the Indian Police Service (IPS) and were 
recognized by the Indian Constitution as 
All-India Services.

31. Who was the founder of the Servants of 
India Society?  

(a)  G. K. Gokhale 
(b)  K. M. Roy
(c)  M. K. Gandhi 
(d)  B. G. Tilak

Explanation :  (A)

 � Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded the 
Servants of India Society on June 12, 
1905. The society was established in Pune, 
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Maharashtra, with the goal of uniting and 
training people of different religions and 
ethnicities in welfare work. 

 � Gokhale was a social reformer and leader 
of the moderate bloc of the Indian National 
Congress. He was also known as Mahatma 
Gandhi’s political mentor.

32. Gandhiji opposed the untouchability and 
he wanted  

(a)  The Harijans to revolt against it
(b)  The people of India to give treatment 

of equality to the untouchables
(c)  Untouchability to be declared a crime 

under law
(d)  A social revolution to create a society 

based on equality

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mahatma Gandhi believed that 
untouchability was a religious issue that 
Hindus owed it to themselves and to 
Hinduism to eradicate. He wanted to 
eradicate untouchability from India’s caste 
system, and he wanted the people of India 
to treat the untouchables with equality and 
respect. 

Here are some of Gandhi’s actions against 
untouchability:

1. In 1932, he founded the Harijan Sevak 
Sangh to eradicate untouchability 
from the Indian caste system.

2. In the 1930s, he popularized the 
term “Harijan” (children of God) to 
counter the negative connotations of 
caste names.

3. He believed that Hindus should treat 
untouchables as equals and admit 
them to their schools.

4. He took a leading part in the framing 
of the Indian constitution, outlawing 
discrimination against untouchables.

33. Why did India industrialise only 
gradually in the time of Britishers?  

(a)  Capitalists helped to set up new 
industries 

(b)  Many technicians came from different 
parts of the world to set up new 
industries

(c)  Britishers seized and handicapped 
Indian cottage industries

(d)  People were fond of new machine 
made goods 

Explanation :  (C)

 � India’s gradual industrialization during 
the British rule can be attributed to several 
factors.

Some of these factors include:

1. Seizure of Indian cottage industries :

 � The British seized and handicapped Indian 
cottage industries.

2. Lack of capital goods industry :

 � The British did not pay attention to setting 
up capital goods industries. They wanted 
Indians to be dependent on Britain for the 
supply of capital and heavy goods.

3. Shortage of capital goods and trained 
labor :

 � According to R. C. Dutt, the British 
government’s tariff policy was the key cause 
of the fall of handicrafts.

4. Trade disruption :

 � Some argue that British colonial rule made 
it difficult for Indian industry to emerge 
by keeping India open to cheap British 
imports.

5. High taxes on Indian goods :

 � The British brought finished goods back to 
India without levying any duty on them. 
However, Indian goods were levied a tax 
of about 80%. This made the Indian goods 
expensive in India itself.

34. Which of the following is not a tenet of 
Gandhian Socialism?  

(a)  Social justice
(b)  Concern for the poor but not hatred 

for the rich
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(c)  Equality of opportunities of all
(d)  Nationalisation of all means of 

production and distribution

Explanation :  (D)

 � Nationalization of all means of production 
and distribution is not a tenet of Gandhian 
Socialism. 

Gandhian Socialism is a branch of 
socialism that emphasizes:

1. Decentralization of power and 
decision-making

2. Self-sufficiency and self-governance 
at the local level

3. A traditionalist reluctance towards 
the modernization of technology and 
large scale industrialisation

4. Self-employment and self-reliance
5. The use of non-violence 
Other tenets of Gandhian Socialism 
include:

1. Non-violence
2. Celibacy
3. Satyagraha
4. A federation of political and 

economical power
5. A traditionalist reluctance towards 

the modernization of technology and 
large scale industrialisation

6. An emphasis on self-employment and 
self-reliance

35. Which of the following was the main 
feature of the policy of Dual Government 
of British rulers in India?  

(a)  The English collected the revenues 
with the help of Indian Officials and 
they became virtually the head of the 
civil and military administration 

(b)  The general administrative body 
consisted of two categories of rulers

(c)  Main items of administration were in 
the hands of local kings and rest were 
in the hands of British rulers

(d)  Some portions of land were ruled by 
the local kings and rest by the British 
rulers

Explanation :  (A)

 � The main feature of the dual government 
policy of the British rulers in India was the 
division of administration into Nizamat 
and Diwani. 

 � In this system, the British East India 
Company was given the Diwani, which 
included the right to collect revenue and 
administer civil justice. The Nawab of 
Bengal was given the Nizamat, which 
included administrative rights, maintaining 
law and order, and defending the frontiers. 

 � The British East India Company used harsh 
measures to collect revenue and increased 
the rates. The company and the Nawab 
neglected the welfare of the people.

 � The dual government system was 
introduced by Robert Clive in 1765 
following his victory in the Battle of Plassey 
in 1757.  

The system had the following 
characteristics:

1. The East India Company collected 
revenue.

2. The Nawab of Bengal was responsible 
for law and order, general 
administration, and maintenance.

3. The Company was responsible for 
military power and the right to collect 
and use the revenue of Bengal.

 � The Company directly collected its revenues 
through the right to nominate the Deputy 
Subahdar The Company controlled the 
Nizamat of the police and judicial powers.

 � The dual system of government was 
abolished by Warren Hastings in 1772 and 
Bengal was brought under direct control of 
the British.

36. Which important event immediately 
preceded Jallianwala Bagh massacre?

(a)  Rowlatt Act enactment
(b)  Communal award
(c)  Coming of Simon Commission 
(d)  Quit India Movement

Explanation :  (A)
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 � The Rowlatt Act, also known as the Black 
Act, was passed on March 10, 1919.The act 
gave the government the power to arrest 
or confine anyone suspected of seditious 
activities without a trial. This led to 
nationwide unrest. 

 � The Rowlatt Act Satyagraha took place in 
1919. M.K. Gandhi and Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah opposed the act because it restricted 
freedom of expression and strengthened 
the police’s power. As a result, the British 
government arrested the two national 
leaders Dr Satya Pal and Dr Saifuddin 
Kitchlew for their involvement in the 
protests against the act. 

 � On April 13, 1919, the British military 
Commander General Dyer and his soldiers 
blocked the entrance to Jallianwala Bagh, 
a public garden in Amritsar, on the day of 
Baisakhi. Without warning, Dyer ordered 
his soldiers to open fire at the unarmed 
crowd, killing thousands of people. The 
massacre sparked anger among Indians.

The Communal Award :

 � It was a series of elections announced by 
British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald 
on August 16, 1932. It was also known as 
the MacDonald Award. 

 � The award was a result of the second 
round table conference and was based 
on the findings of the Indian Franchise 
Committee.

The key provisions of the award were:

1. Doubling the seats in the provincial 
legislatures

2. Keeping the separate electorate 
system, especially for minorities

3. Providing considerable weightage to 
the Muslims

4. Reserving 3% of the total seats for 
women 

 � The Communal Award extended the 
separate electorate to depressed classes 
and other minorities, including Muslims, 
Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, 
and Europeans. The award favored the 
minorities over the Hindus, causing 
consternation and anger from Gandhi.

The Simon Commission :

 � It is also known as the Indian Statutory 
Commission, was a group of seven British 
Parliament members sent to India in 1928 
to study potential constitutional reform. 
The commission was chaired by Sir John 
Simon, and the report it published in 1930 
is known as the Simon Report. 

 � The Simon Commission was boycotted 
by Indians because it had no Indian 
representatives. The commission’s all-
white membership was seen as an insult 
to Indians, who believed that a few British 
people should not be able to determine 
their destiny. 

 � The Simon Commission accepted the 
idea of federalism and sought to maintain 
direct contact between the British crown 
and Indian states. The Simon Report was 
important in the constitutional discussions 
that led to the Government of India Act of 
1935.  

The Quit India Movement :

 � It was a civil disobedience movement 
launched by Mahatma Gandhi on August 
8, 1942. The movement’s demands were 
to end British rule in India, gain Indian 
cooperation in World War II, and form a 
provisional government after the British 
withdrew. 

The movement had two phases:

1. First phase: Urban revolt, marked by 
strikes, boycotts, and picketing

2. Second phase: Focus shifted to the 
countryside, which witnessed a major 
peasant rebellion 

 � The movement also had a third phase, where 
parallel or provisional governments were 
set up to govern during the rebellion. These 
alternative administrations were formed in 
areas like Ballia, Tamluk, and Satara. The 
movement helped India eventually gain 
independence in 1947.  
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37. The basic education advocated by 
Gandhiji in Wardha Congress is related 
with   

(a)  Compulsory elementary education 
(b)  Social relevance of education to 

society 
(c)  Demand of separate institutions for 

minorities
(d)  Compulsory military training for 

every student

Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1937, Mahatma Gandhi proposed a 
new education system called the Wardha 
Education Plan. The plan aimed to provide 
free and compulsory education for children 
between the ages of 8 and 14 in their native 
languages. This plan became known as Nai 
Talim or New Education. 

 � The Wardha Education Conference was 
held on October 22 and 23, 1937 to discuss 
Gandhi’s ideas on Basic Education.

The conference passed three resolutions:

1. Free and compulsory education for 
seven years

2. Mother tongue as the medium of 
instruction

3. Education centered around manual or 
productive work 

 � The committee also suggested that the 
curriculum should not include English or 
religious education. 

 � Gandhi believed that education should 
be based on ethics and morality. He also 
proposed a system of self-supporting 
education that would develop a person’s 
body, mind, and spirit.

38. Who started Bhoodan Movement in 
India?  

(a)  Gandhiji 
(b)  Jayaprakash Narayan 
(c)  Vinoba Bhave
(d) Jawaharlal Nehru 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Vinoba Bhave, a disciple of Mahatma 
Gandhi, started the Bhoodan movement in 
1951.  

 � The movement’s name literally means 
“donation of land”. The goal of the 
movement was to reduce the gap between 
the rich and the poor. In the movement, 
landlords voluntarily gave up land to be 
distributed to landless laborers.

 � The land donors were not given any 
compensation. The movement lasted for 
13 years, during which Bhave traveled all 
over India and collected 4.4 million acres 
of land.

 � The Maharaja of Ranka donated about 
1,02,001 acres of land to the Bhoodan 
movement, which was the largest amount 
of land donation in the movement.The 
Bhoodan movement is also known as the 
Bloodless Revolution.

39. Non-Cooperation Movement was 
suspended in 1921 because  

(a)  Violence broke out at Chauri Chaura 
(b)  Gandhiji was arrested for five years
(c)  Government accepted the demands of 

Indian leaders
(d)  People were not supporting this 

movement

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement was 
suspended in February 1922 by Mahatma 
Gandhi. The movement was suspended due 
to the Chauri Chaura incident.

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement was a 
radical program of non-cooperation with 
British rule.

The program included:

1. Surrendering government titles
2. Boycotting schools, courts, and 

councils
3. Boycotting foreign goods
4. Encouraging national schools
5. Arbitration of courts
6. Khadi (homespun cloth) 
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 � The movement was launched by Mahatma 
Gandhi on September 5, 1920, with the aim 
of convincing the British government of 
India to grant self-government, or swaraj, 
to India.

The Chauri Chaura incident :

 � It occurred on February 4, 1922, when 
a large group of protesters clashed with 
police in the town of Chauri Chaura, India. 
The protesters were participating in the 
Non-cooperation movement, which was 
led by Mahatma Gandhi. The clash resulted 
in the deaths of about 22 policemen and 3 
civilians. 

 � The incident led to Mahatma Gandhi calling 
off the Non-Cooperation Movement, 
which lasted from 1920-1922. 225 people 
were arrested, and 6 died in police custody. 
In July 1923, 19 people were executed after 
a trial, and 113 were sentenced to varying 
years of imprisonment.

40. According to Gandhiji non-violence is 

(a)  A way to attain truth
(b)  A way to win political freedom
(c)  The only way to realise God
(d)  An end in itself

Explanation :  (A)

Mahatma Gandhi believed that non-
violence, also known as ahimsa, is the 
means of realizing truth:

1. “Ahimsa is the highest duty. Even if 
we cannot practice it in full, we must 
try to understand its spirit and refrain 
as far as is humanly possible from 
violence”.

2. “Truth is my God. Non-Violence is 
the means of realizing him”.

3. “To practice non-violence 
continuously means to attain the 
truth in the end but there is no such 
thing as violence”.

4. “Non-violence in private life and 
violence in outer life, these two things 
cannot go together”. 

 � Gandhi’s understanding of non-violence 
was influenced by his childhood study of 
Hinduism and Jainism. He believed that 
ahimsa meant to be harmless to oneself, 
others, and all living beings. 

 � Gandhi’s methodology is called 
“Satyagraha”. He believed that truth should 
be observed in speech, thought, and action. 
He also believed that the goal of truth was 
to bring about a change of heart, not to 
embarrass the wrong-doer.

41. Gandhiji was of the view that   

(a)  All old traditions should be followed 
(b)  All old traditions should be discarded
(c)  Only scientifically based traditions 

should be followed
(d)  Those traditions should not be 

followed which are against our moral 
values

Explanation :  (D)

 � Mahatma Gandhi believed that traditions 
that are against moral values should not 
be followed. He believed that traditions are 
not bad, but they should constantly evolve 
to meet the changing needs of time and 
social contexts. 

 � Gandhi believed that traditional Hindu 
customs, such as polygamy, child marriage, 
widow remarriage prohibition, and dowry, 
hindered the development of Indian 
women. He advocated for a form of 
marriage that aligns with Hindu beliefs, 
such as transmigration, rebirth, or Mukti. 

 � Gandhi also believed that tradition and 
modernity should have a balance to 
move forward. He argued that the Indian 
tradition was morally superior to the 
Western tradition. 

 � Gandhi believed that religion should 
appeal to reason and not be in conflict with 
morality. He believed it was his right and 
duty to point out the defects of his own 
religion, but to desist from doing so with 
other’s faith. 

Gandhi’s moral values system includes:

1. Humility
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2. Silence
3. Renunciation
4. Self-sacrifice
5. Thought control
6. Non-violence
7. Universal benevolence
8. Non use of drinks and drugs

42. What is true of Indian National Congress 
during World II?  

(a) It demanded for its co-operation with 
the British that a provincial national 
government may be set up at the 
centre

(b)  It extended full support to the Indian 
National Army to oust the British 
from India

(c)  It decided to extend full support to 
the allied nations

(d)  It worked for the defeat of the allied 
nations 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) was a 
political party in India that was founded in 
1885. During World War II, the INC was 
led by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, 
Vallabhbhai Patel, and Maulana Azad. 

Here are some things that happened to 
the INC during World War II:

1. In 1939, when World War II began, 
Britain made India a belligerent 
without consulting Indian elected 
councils.

2. The INC declared that India would 
not support the war effort until it had 
been granted complete independence.

3. In 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps negotiated 
with the INC to seek support from 
Indians for Britain in World War II. 
The negotiations came to an end on 
April 11, 1942, as the British did not 
agree to the demand.

4. Prominent Indian leaders, including 
Gandhi, Patel, and Maulana Azad, 
denounced Nazism as well as British 
imperialism.

5. The INC would not fight it or anyone 
else until India was independent.

43. The DYARCHY as introduced by the 
Government of India Act, 1919 postulated 
which of the following?  

(a)  A system of dual government in 
Bengal

(b)  Backward classes were entitled to vote
(c)  A few subjects were transferred to 

the Provincial Ministries and the rest 
retained by the Executive Council

(d) Hindus and Muslims could vote 
separately

Explanation :  (C)

 � Dyarchy is a government where power is 
held by two authorities or rulers. It is also 
known as diarchy. 

 � In 1919, the Government of India Act 
introduced dyarchy as a system of double 
government for the provinces of British 
India.

 � It was a constitutional reform that 
introduced democratic principles to 
the executive branch of the British 
administration of India. 

Dyarchy meant:

1. Dividing powers between the central 
and provincial governments

2. Dividing the executive department 
between elected ministers and the 
members of the Governor’s Executive 
Council

3. Separating the judiciary from the 
executive 

Dyarchy also meant dividing subjects 
delegated to the provinces into two 
categories:

1. “Reserved” subjects, which included 
finance, irrigation, law and order, and 
land revenue

2. “Transferred” subjects, which 
included local government, health, 
education, and excise 

 � Dyarchy was a breakthrough in British 
Indian government. It led to India’s 
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full provincial autonomy in 1935 and 
independence in 1947.  

1981

44. Who was the Viceroy when Attlee 
declared India’s Independence?  

(a)  Lord Wavell
(b)  Lord Mountbatten
(c)  Lord William Bentinck 
(d)  Lord Cornwallis

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lord Louis Mountbatten was the Viceroy of 
India when British Prime Minister Clement 
Attlee declared India’s independence on 
August 15, 1947. 

 � Mountbatten was appointed Viceroy in 
March 1947, replacing Lord Wavell. In 
June 1947, Mountbatten announced that 
Britain’s departure date would be moved up 
to August 15, 1947. 

 � The Mountbatten Plan, also known as 
the 3 June Plan, was the last plan for 
India’s independence. The plan included 
provisions for partitioning British India 
into two dominions, India and Pakistan.

45. What is the correct order of happenings 
of the following three events in the British 
rule in India?  

1. Rowlatt Act
2. Hunter Report
3. Jallianwalla Bagh Tragedy

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a) 1, 3, 2 
(b)  2, 1, 3 
(c)  3, 2, 1 
(d) 2, 3, 1

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Rowlatt Act, officially known as the 
Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes 
Act of 1919, was passed by the British 
government in March 1919.  

The act gave the British government the 
power to:

1. Arrest anyone suspected of terrorist 
activities

2. Detain people arrested for up to two 
years without trial

3. Search places without a warrant
4. Place severe restrictions on the 

freedom of the press 
5. The purpose of the Act was to curb 

the growing nationalist upsurge in the 
country.

 � Mahatma Gandhi called upon the people 
to perform satyagraha against the act. 
The Rowlatt Act was popularly known 
as the “Black Act” in the Indian freedom 
movement during the British period. 

 � The Rowlatt Act also restricted civil 
liberties, such as freedom of speech and 
assembly. This led to nationwide unrest. 
Gandhi initiated Satyagraha to protest 
against the Rowlatt Act.

 � However, Gandhi was overwhelmed by the 
atmosphere of total violence and withdrew 
the movement on April 18, 1919. In 1922, 
after the massacre and the report of the 
Oppressive Laws Committee, the Act got 
repealed.

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre :

 � It is also called the Massacre of Amritsar, 
occurred on April 13, 1919. British troops, 
led by General Dyer, fired on a crowd of 
unarmed Indian civilians in an open space 
called Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar, Punjab.

 � The massacre was a result of a demonstration 
against the Rowlatt Act, which was passed 
in 1919 to extend the British government’s 
World War I emergency powers to combat 
subversive activities. 

Some other outcomes of the massacre 
include:

1. Newspapers were banned
2. Editors were put behind bars or 

deported
3. Rabindranath Tagore, who had been 

knighted by the British, renounced 
his knighthood

4. The government responded with 
further brutalities
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The Hunter Commission Report of 1919 :

 � It concluded  that the gathering in  
Jallianwala Bagh was not a conspiracy 
to overthrow British rule in Punjab. The 
commission also found that the declaration 
of martial law in Punjab was justified. 
However, the commission concluded that 
Dyer’s firing at the mob was justified, except 
that he should have given a warning first 
and shortened the duration of the firing. 
The commission also concluded that the 
duration of firing (10 minutes), as ordered 
by Dyer, was a grave error. 

 � The Hunter Commission was appointed 
by Edwin Montagu, the Secretary of State 
for India. The commission’s official name 
was the Disorders Inquiry Committee. The 
commission was chaired by Sir William 
Hunter, an Indian Civil Service officer and 
member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council.

46. Who said these words at the time of Quit 
India Movement-“Do or die”?  

(a) Motilal Nehru
(b)  Mahatma Gandhi
(c)  Sardar Patel
(d)  Subhash Chandra Bose

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mahatma Gandhi said the words “Do or 
Die” during the launch of the Quit India 
Movement in 1942. The speech took place 
at the Gowalia Tank Maidan, now known 
as the August Kranti Maidan, in Mumbai. 
The slogan is associated with the beginning 
of the Quit India Movement, which also 
goes by the names August Movement and 
August Kranti Movement. 

 � The Quit India Movement was a Gandhi-
led effort to uproot British imperialism. The 
speech was a final push to make the British 
leave. Gandhi called for a voluntary British 
withdrawal from India, taking advantage 
of the failure of the Cripps Mission, the 
Japanese advances in South-East Asia, and 
the general frustration with the British in 
India.

47. Under whose leadership, the Indian 
National Army was formed?  

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi
(b)  Subhash Chandra Bose
(c)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(d)  Gopal Krishna Gokhale

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indian National Army (INA) was 
formed in 1942 with the assistance of 
the Japanese during World War II. It was 
formed by Subhash Chandra Bose, an 
Indian nationalist leader, with the help of 
Rash Behari Bose. The INA is also known 
as the Azad Hind Fauj. 

 � In 1941, Bose escaped India and went to 
Germany to work for India’s independence. 
In 1943, he came to Singapore to lead the 
Indian Independence League and rebuild 
the INA. The INA’s goal was to fight against 
the British in Southeast Asia alongside the 
Axis powers.

48. The Indian National Movement refers to 
the  

(a) Movement started by Subhash 
Chandra Bose through INA

(b) Struggle by the Indians to gain 
freedom from British colonial rule in 
India

(c) Struggle by Indians to gain dominion 
status under British rule

(d) Struggle by Indians to stop British 
trade in India

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indian National Movement was a 
series of mass movements that took place 
from 1857 to 1947. The movements were a 
result of the rise of Indian nationalism and 
consciousness. They were led by various 
political parties and organizations and took 
many forms, including non-cooperation, 
civil disobedience, and armed protests. 
The movements lasted for almost a century 
and ended with India’s independence from 
British rule on August 15, 1947. 

 � The Indian National Movement helped to 
unite disparate people and social groups 
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into one nation. Awareness began to emerge 
with the growth of English education in 
a few important urban areas, including 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, in the late 
19th century. 

 � Bal Gangadhar Tilak is considered the 
Father of Indian National Movement. He 
was a social reformer, freedom fighter, 
national leader, and a scholar of Indian 
history, sanskrit, hinduism, mathematics 
and astronomy.

49. Why did Gandhiji stop the Non- 
Cooperation Movement?  

(a)  Because of Gandhi Irwin Pact 
(b)  Because the mob turned violent
(c)  Because he was ordered to do so by 

the Britishers
(d)  Because he did not like to continue 

the movement

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mahatma Gandhi called off the Non-
Cooperation Movement in 1922 after a 
protest turned violent and killed several 
policemen. The incident occurred on 
February 5, 1922, when a mob clashed with 
police and set fire to a police station in 
Chauri Chaura, Uttar Pradesh.

 � Gandhiji, who was against violence, 
believed that the people were not yet ready 
for a mass struggle. He felt that satyagrahis 
needed to be properly trained for non-
violent demonstrations. 

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement was a 
mass movement that shook the British 
government and established the popularity 
of the Congress Party. The movement 
also showcased communal harmony 
with participation from both Hindus and 
Muslims.

50. Purna Swaraj Day was observed on   

(a)  26th November, 1947 
(b)  26th October, 1949 
(c)  26th January, 1950
(d)  26th January, 1930 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Purna Swaraj Day was observed on January 
26, 1930. The resolution called for “complete 
freedom from the British”. However, Prime 
Minister Nehru later interpreted the 
resolution as allowing India to remain in 
the British Commonwealth. 

 � The Congress working committee decided 
to observe January 26, 1930 as “Poorna 
Swarajya Day” on January 2, 1930 at the 
last Congress session presided over by 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 � The Independence Day Pledge taken on 
January 26, 1930 affirmed that “We believe 
that it is the inalienable right of the Indian 
people, as of any other people, to have 
freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil 
and have the necessities of life, so that they 
may have full opportunities of growth”.

51. Which of the following represents the 
integration of Hindus and Muslims for a 
common cause?  

(a)  Khilafat Movement
(b)  Quit India Movement 
(c)  Civil Disobedience Movement
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

The Khilafat Movement :

 � It was a political campaign that took place 
from 1919–1924.It was a protest by Indian 
Muslims against British policies towards 
Turkey and the Ottoman Empire after 
World War I. The movement’s goal was to 
pressure the British government to keep 
the Ottoman Sultan as Caliph of Islam after 
the Ottoman Empire’s breakup. 

 � The movement also aimed to unite the 
Muslim community in India behind the 
broader Indian nationalist movement. It 
sought to address Turkey’s grievances and 
promote Hindu-Muslim unity. 

 � The movement was abruptly called off on 
February 12, 1922, at Gandhiji’s insistence, 
following the news of the Chauri Chaura 
incident.
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52. Which of the following periods can be 
considered as the era of mass revolution? 

(a) 1856 1885 A.D. 
(b)  1757-1857 A.D. 
(c)  1920-1947 A.D.
(d)  1901-1919 A.D.

Explanation :  (C)

 � The period from 1920 to 1947 can be 
considered as the era of mass revolution. 

 � The Second Industrial Revolution, also 
known as the Technological Revolution, 
was a phase of rapid scientific discovery, 
standardisation, mass production, and 
industrialization from the late 19th century 
into the early 20th century. 

 � The Age of Revolutions includes the 
American Revolution, the French 
Revolution, the Irish Rebellion of 1798, the 
Haitian Revolution, the revolt of slaves in 
Latin America, and of course the wave of 
revolutions across Europe in 1848 among 
others.

 � Mahatma Gandhi’s mass movements are 
focused on fighting against colonial rule 
while following non-violent principles. The 
period from 1919 to 1948 is known as the 
Gandhian era in Indian history because 
Gandhi dominated the Indian National 
Congress during this time. 

Some of Gandhi’s major movements 
include:

1. Champaran Movement: A nonviolent 
civil disobedience campaign in 1917 
in the Champaran district of Bihar

2. Kheda Movement: In 1918
3. Khilafat Movement: In 1920, a 

worldwide protest was organized to 
combat the status of the Caliph

4. Non-cooperation Movement: In 1920
5. Civil Disobedience Movement: In 

1930
6. Dandi March: Also known as the 

“Salt movement or Dandi Satyagraha” 
in 1930, Gandhi marched from 
Sabarmati Ashram to the coastal 
village of Dandi to protest the high 

salt tax
7. Quit India Movement: In 1942, 

Gandhi launched a mass civil 
disobedience movement that forced 
the British to leave India

53. Whom did Gandhiji consider his political 
Guru?  

(a)  Vinoba Bhave
(b)  B. G. Tilak
(c)  Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
(d)  Dadabhai Naoroji

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahatma Gandhi considered Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale to be his political guru. 
Gokhale was a senior leader of the Indian 
National Congress and the founder of the 
Servants of India Society. Gokhale guided 
Gandhi after he returned from South Africa 
with his knowledge of Indian issues.

 � Gokhale’s advice led Gandhi to travel 
throughout India’s rural hinterland to 
understand the situation of the people. 
Gokhale also encouraged Gandhi to travel 
in a third-class railway compartment 
to understand India from a different 
perspective. 

 � Gokhale was a member of the Bombay 
Legislative Council from 1899 to 1902 and 
worked at the Imperial Legislative Council 
from 1902 until his death in 1915. At the 
Imperial legislature, Gokhale played a key 
role in framing the Morley-Minto reforms 
of 1909.  

54. Who among the following were associated 
with the birth of Swarajya Party?  

(a)  C. R. Das and Motilal Nehru 
(b)  C. R. Das and Sardar Patel
(c)  Motilal Nehru and Rajendra Prasad 
(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � Motilal Nehru and Chittaranjan Das were 
the founders of the Swaraj Party, an Indian 
political party established in late 1922–early 
1923. Both were prominent lawyers and 
members of the Indian National Congress. 
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After the noncooperation movement, they 
gave up their professions and homes. 

 � The Swaraj Party was formed on January 
1, 1923 to fight British colonialism and 
demonstrate that councils were not truly 
democratic.

55. The Indian patriot, who died in jail due to 
hunger strike, was  

(a)  S. C. Bose 
(b) Bhagat Singh
(c)  Jatin Das 
(d) Bipin Chandra Pal

Explanation :  (C)

 � Jatindra Nath Das, also known as Jatin Das, 
was an Indian independence activist and 
revolutionary who died in jail after a 63-
day hunger strike.

 � Das was arrested by the British on June 
14, 1929, in connection with the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case. He died on September 
13, 1929, after fasting to protect political 
prisoners from injustice. 

 � Das’s determination and commitment drew 
attention to the plight of political prisoners 
and inspired thousands to stand up against 
British rule.

56. Who among the following was responsible 
for the revival of Hinduism in the 19th 
century?  

(a) Swami Dayanand 
(b)  Swami Vivekanand 
(c)  Guru Shankaracharya 
(d)  Raja Rammohan Roy

Explanation :  (B)

 � Swami Vivekananda is widely regarded as 
the key figure in the revival of Hinduism in 
the 19th century. 

 � Vivekananda was a disciple of Sri 
Ramakrishna, and a major force in 
contemporary Hindu reform movements. 
He was an influential philosopher and social 
reformer in India, and the most successful 
missionaries of Vedanta to the Western 
world. Vivekananda’s work reconciled the 
devotional path of his guru with the path 

of knowledge. He also contributed to the 
concept of nationalism in colonial India. 

 � The Hindu revival and reform movements 
of the 19th and early 20th centuries 
were closely linked with the growth of 
Indian nationalism and the struggle for 
independence.

1982

57. The personality who is not connected 
with 1857 mutiny is  

(a)  Bhagat Singh
(b)  Lakshmibai
(c)  Tantia Tope 
(d)  Nana Saheb 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Tipu Sultan, the ruler of Mysore, did not 
participate in the 1857 revolt against the 
British. 

 � The 1857 revolt was mainly fought by 
small peasants and regional rulers. The 
large princely states, including Hyderabad, 
Mysore, Travancore, and Kashmir, did not 
join the rebellion. 

Other people who are not associated with 
the 1857 revolt include:

1. Bhagat Singh: An Indian socialist 
revolutionary who was born in 1907. 
He was a folk hero of the Indian 
independence movement.

2. Raja Ranjit Singh: Not involved in the 
1857 rebellion.

58. Who among the following founded 
Ramakrishna Mission?  

(a)  Swami Dayanand Saraswati
(b)  Raja Rammohan Roy
(c)  Swami Vivekananda 
(d)  None of these

Explanation :  (C)

 � Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) founded 
the Ramakrishna Mission in 1897. 
Vivekananda was the chief disciple of Sri 
Ramakrishna, an Indian Hindu spiritual 
guru and mystic. 
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 � The Ramakrishna Mission is a philanthropic 
organization that works in healthcare, 
disaster relief, rural management, tribal 
welfare, elementary and higher education, 
and culture. The mission also propagates 
the Hindu philosophy of Vedanta–Advaita 
Vedanta and four yogic ideals. 

 � The Ramakrishna Mission was founded 
at the monastery of Belur Math on the 
Ganges River near Calcutta (now Kolkata). 
The mission’s ideals are self-perfection and 
service.

59. “Once again India leads the world” are 
the words of  

(a)  S. N. Bannerjee 
(b)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(c)  Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
(d)  None of these

Explanation :  (D)

 � “Once again India leads the world” are 
the words not said by any of the Above 
Mentioned Names.

60. Dandi March was organised by Gandhiji 
to  

(a)  Break the salt laws
(b) Protest against atrocities on Harijans 
(c)  Oppose Simon Commission
(d)  Ask for Purna Swaraj

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dandi March, also known as the Salt March 
and the Salt Satyagraha, was a nonviolent 
civil disobedience movement led by 
Mahatma Gandhi from March 12, 1930 to 
April 6, 1930.

 � The march was a direct action campaign 
of tax resistance and nonviolent protest 
against the British salt monopoly. 

 � Gandhi and other nationalists believed that 
it was sinful to tax salt because it is such 
an essential item of food. The march was 
a 24-day march from Gandhi’s Sabarmati 
Ashram to the coastal town of Dandi to 
produce salt from the sea and defy the salt 
law. 

 � The march was a highly visible 
demonstration against the increasingly 
repressive salt tax. The march was a major 
nonviolent protest action in India directed 
against the British government’s tax on salt, 
which greatly affected the poorest Indians.

Mahatma Gandhi’s Harijan campaign is a 
significant movement :

 � It aims to address social discrimination 
and untouchability in India. In 1932, 
Gandhi established the Harijan Sevak 
Sangh organization to uplift the Harijans 
(Depressed Class or Dalits) and end 
untouchability. Gandhi’s campaign is 
considered as vital as winning political 
freedom. 

 � In his campaign, Gandhi referred to the 
oppressed class as “Harijans” or “sons of 
God”. He also called the untouchables 
“Harijans” or “Children of God” and 
worked long for their liberation.

The Simon Commission :

 � It is also known as the Indian Statutory 
Commission, was a group of seven British 
Parliament members sent to India in 1928 
to study potential constitutional reform. 
The commission was chaired by Sir John 
Simon, and the report it published in 1930 
is known as the Simon Report. 

 � The Simon Commission was boycotted 
by Indians because it had no Indian 
representatives. The commission’s all-
white membership was seen as an insult 
to Indians, who believed that a few British 
people should not be able to determine 
their destiny. 

 � The Simon Commission accepted the 
idea of federalism and sought to maintain 
direct contact between the British crown 
and Indian states. The Simon Report was 
important in the constitutional discussions 
that led to the Government of India Act of 
1935. 

61. Who among the following was not a 
moderate?  

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(b)  W. C. Bannerjee
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(c)  G. K. Gokhale 
(d)  B. G. Tilak

Explanation :  (D)

 � Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1856-1920) was not a 
moderate. He was an extremist leader who 
opposed moderate ways of thinking and 
had a more radical and aggressive stance 
against British control. Tilak was one of the 
first advocates of swaraj, or self-rule, and 
his slogan was “Swaraj is my birthright & I 
shall have it”. 

 � In 1907, Congress was divided into groups 
of extremists and moderates. Moderates 
wanted to resolve government issues 
through deliberations whereas Extremists 
believed in strikes, agitation, and boycott 
to force their demands.

62. Civil Disobedience Movement was 
started in India in 1930 for  

(a)  Home rule
(b)  Purna Swaraj
(c)  Non cooperation with British 

government 
(d)  Hindu-Muslim unity

Explanation :  (B)

 � In 1930, Mahatma Gandhi started the Civil 
Disobedience Movement, also known as 
the Salt Satyagraha, to protest the British 
government’s salt tax in India. The march, 
which lasted from March 12, 1930 to April 
6, 1930, started at Sabarmati Ashram and 
ended at Dandi, a coastal village in Gujarat.

 � Gandhi led a large group of people to Dandi 
to break the salt law by producing salt from 
seawater. 

 � The march sparked large-scale acts of civil 
disobedience by millions of Indians.

Other activities that became popular 
during this time included:

1. No tax campaign
2. No revenue campaign
3. No rent (land tax) campaign 

Some features of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement included:

1. Peasants refused to pay revenue and 
chaukidari taxes

2. Forest people violated forest laws
3. Women participated in the movement 

on a large scale

What is Home Rule Movement?

 � It was a political movement in India from 
1916 to 1918 that sought self-government 
for India within the British Empire. The 
movement was a response to the hardships 
faced by the masses after World War I. 

 � The movement’s leaders included Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak and Annie Besant. Besant 
laid the foundation of the movement in 
Madras (present-day Chennai). Tilak 
established the Poona Home Rule League 
in April 1916. 

The league’s demands included:

1. Swaraj
2. Education in vernacular languages
3. The formation of linguistic states 

 � The movement’s signature achievement was 
the Montague Declaration of 1917, which 
recognized the inclusion of more Indians 
in the government and the development of 
self-governing institutions. 

 � The movement was unable to gain support 
from Muslims, Anglo-Indians, and non-
Brahmins because they believed that home 
rule would lead to rule by the upper-caste 
Hindu majority. In 1921, the All India 
Home Rule League changed its name to 
Swarajya Sabha.

Purna Swaraj :

 � It is a Sanskrit word that means “complete 
self-rule or sovereignty”. It is also known 
as the Declaration of the Independence of 
India. 

 � The Indian National Congress passed 
a resolution on December 19, 1929, 
declaring Purna Swaraj. The resolution was 
made public on January 26, 1930, and the 
Congress Party asked Indians to celebrate 
the day as “Independence Day”. The 
resolution called for “complete freedom 
from the British”. However, Prime Minister 
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Nehru later interpreted the resolution as 
allowing India to remain within the British 
Commonwealth.

63. Non-Cooperation Movement was called 
off by Gandhiji because 

(a)  Of Chauri Chaura incident
(b)  Government accepted the demands of 

Indian leaders
(c)  Of repressive measures adopted by 

the government
(d)  None of these. 

Explanation :  (A)

 � In February 1922, Mahatma Gandhi called 
off the Non-Cooperation Movement 
because he was against violence. The 
movement was intended to be non-violent, 
but it turned violent after a mob killed 
several policemen at Chauri Chaura in the 
United Provinces. 

 � Gandhi felt that the people were not ready 
for a mass struggle, and that satyagrahis 
needed to be properly trained for non-
violent demonstrations. 

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement was 
launched in 1920 with the aim of obtaining 
self-governance and ultimately getting the 
British colonial authorities to grant full 
independence to India.

64. Raja Rammohan Roy was supporter of   

(a)  Sati 
(b)  Widow re-marriage
(c)  Child marriage 
(d)  Learning of Sanskrit

Explanation :  (B)

 � Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a supporter of 
widow remarriage. 

 � Roy was an Indian social reformer who 
campaigned for women’s rights, including 
the right for widows to remarry. He also 
opposed child marriage and polygamy. 
Roy’s efforts led to the abolition of Sati in 
1829. Sati is the practice of burning widows 
alive. 

 � In 1856, the Hindu Widows’ Remarriage 
Act was enacted, legalizing the remarriage 

of Hindu widows across all jurisdictions. 
 � Roy was also known for his pioneering 

thought and action on the emancipation of 
women. He campaigned against the caste 
system, untouchability, superstitions, and 
use of intoxicants.

65. Doctrine of Lapse was adopted as a 
measure to annex Indian states by   

(a) Lord Cornwallis 
(b) Lord Clive 
(c)  Lord Dalhousie 
(d)  Lord Wellesley

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Doctrine of Lapse was a policy used by 
the East India Company to annex princely 
states in the Indian subcontinent. The 
policy was devised by Lord Dalhousie, the 
Governor-General of India from 1848 to 
1856, to deal with questions of succession 
to Hindu Indian states. 

 � The policy was applied until 1858, when 
the British Raj took over rule from the East 
India Company. The policy was based on 
the British belief that they had a moral and 
legal obligation to modernize and stabilize 
Indian states. 

 � The policy stated that any princely state 
or territory under the British East India 
Company would automatically be annexed 
if the ruler died without a male heir. Satara 
was the first state annexed under the 
doctrine of lapse in 1848.

 � The policy was a main political cause for 
the great revolt of 1857. In 1857, a group 
of Indian rulers formed a secret society 
called the “Sepoy Mutiny” to overthrow 
the East India Company. This uprising was 
unsuccessful, but it did lead to the end of 
the doctrine of lapse in 1859. 

1983

66. Some persons who were close associates 
of Gandhiji died recently. They were 

(a) Anandmayi Ma, Pyarelal, Vinoba 
Bhave 

(b) Mira Behn, J.P. Narayan, Lord 
Mountbatten. Manibhai Desai
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(c) J. B. Kripalani, Mahadev Desai, 
Pyarelal

(d) Sarla Behn, J. B. Kripalani, Mira Behn 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Correct Answer is (A), Anandmayi 
Ma, Pyarelal, Vinoba Bhave

67. Who represented India at the Chicago 
Conference of World Religions in 1893?  

(a) Swami Vivekananda
(b)  Swami Dayananda
(c)  Swami Abhedananda
(d)  Ramakrishna Paramhansa

Explanation :  (A)

 � Swami Vivekananda represented India and 
Hinduism at the first World’s Parliament 
of Religions in Chicago in 1893. The 
Parliament was held from September 11–
27, 1893, and was the first formal gathering 
of representatives from different spiritual 
traditions. 

 � Vivekananda was a Hindu monk who 
introduced Hinduism at the opening 
session of the Parliament on September 
11, 1893. His speech introduced Hinduism 
to America and called for religious 
tolerance and an end to fanaticism. He also 
emphasized the importance of religious 
tolerance, universal acceptance, and the 
idea that all religions lead to the same truth. 

 � On September 20, 1893, Vivekananda also 
delivered a lecture titled “Religion not 
the crying need of India”. In this lecture, 
he criticized Christian missionaries for 
ignoring the needs of starving people in 
India.

68. The capital of India was shifted from 
Calcutta to Delhi in the year  

(a)  1905 
(b)  1911
(c)  1912 
(d)  1916 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The British Empire proclaimed the shifting 
of the capital of India from Calcutta to 

Delhi on December 12, 1911. The actual 
transfer of capital took place in 1912.

 � The British government believed that ruling 
India from Delhi was easier and more 
convenient than from Calcutta. Delhi’s 
location in the center of northern India 
and its links with the Mughal empire and 
Hindu “sacred legends” were also factors. 

 � Construction of the new capital began in 
1912 at a site about 3 miles (5 km) south of 
the Delhi city center. The new capital was 
formally dedicated in 1931. 

69. The theory of economic drain from India 
to England was propounded by  

(a)  Dadabhai Naoroji  
(b)  R. C. Dutt 
(c)  G. Tilak 
(d)  L.K Jha

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji propounded the “Drain 
Theory” in 1867. The theory is also known 
as the “economic imperialism” theory. 

The theory states that the British exploited 
India’s resources in two ways:

1. Home charges: Interest paid to 
England by Indians for “developing” 
India

2. Unrequited export: British workers in 
India sent their savings to England

 � The theory is a landmark in the Indian 
independence movement. It incorporated 
the nationalist critique of colonialism, as 
the drain deprived India of the productive 
capital its agriculture and industries 
needed. 

 � Naoroji was a founding member of the 
Indian National Congress and was elected 
president three times. He was also the first 
Asian to be a British MP.

70. Indian National Congress was founded 
by  

(a)  W. C. Bannerjee 
(b)  A. O. Hume 
(c)  Mahatma Gandhi
(d)  Annie Besant 
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Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) was 
founded on December 28, 1885 by Allan 
Octavian Hume, Surendranath Banerjee, 
and Womesh Chunder Bonnerjee. The 
INC’s first session was held in Bombay 
from December 28–31, 1885.

 � The INC was India’s first political national 
movement. Its initial goal was to involve 
more Indians in the country’s governance. 
Later, its goal changed to complete 
independence. After independence, the 
INC became a major political party in 
India.

71. Who can be called the father of local self- 
government in India?  

(a)  Lord Ripon 
(b)  Lord Minto
(c)  Lord Curzon 
(d) Lord Dullerin

Explanation :  (A)

Lord Ripon :

 � He is known as the “Father of Local Self-
Government” in India. In 1882, the then 
Viceroy of India, Lord Ripon, passed a 
resolution that led to democratic forms of 
municipal governance in India.

 � He was a staunch Liberal democrat with 
faith in self government. Ripon believed 
that self government is the highest and 
noblest principles of politics.  

 � Therefore, Ripon helped the growth of local 
bodies like the Municipal Committees in 
towns and the local boards in talukas and 
villages. The powers of municipalities were 
increased. 

Lord Ripon’s Resolution of Local Bodies 
included:

1. Elections: Non-officials were elected 
to urban and rural local bodies. 
Rent-payers could participate in the 
election.

2. Positions: Non-officials could hold 
the position of chairman in the local 
bodies. 

 � Local self-government is a democratic 
form of governance that empowers local 
communities and authorities to make 
decisions on matters that directly affect 
their areas.

72. The first great experiment of Gandhiji in 
‘Satyagraha’ took place in   

(a)  Dandi
(b)  Champaran 
(c)  Ahmedabad 
(d)  Bardoli

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mahatma Gandhi’s first great experiment 
in Satyagraha took place in Champaran, 
Bihar in 1917. The Champaran Satyagraha 
was a farmers’ uprising during the British 
colonial era in 1917. It’s considered a 
historically important rebellion in the 
Indian independence movement. 

 � In 1917, Gandhi was persuaded by 
Rajkumar Shukla, an indigo cultivator, to go 
to Champaran to investigate the conditions 
of the farmers there. He adopted non-
violent Satyagraha as a mass movement to 
oppose the coercive acts against farmers. 

 � Satyagraha, or “holding firmly to truth”, 
or “truth force”, is a particular form of 
nonviolent resistance or civil resistance.

The Dandi March :

 � It is also known as the Salt March, was a 
nonviolent civil disobedience campaign led 
by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi from 
March 12, 1930 to April 6, 1930.

 � The march was a protest against the British 
salt monopoly, which was established 
by the 1882 Salt Act. The act gave the 
British a monopoly on the collection and 
manufacture of salt, and levied a tax on it. 

 � Gandhi and other nationalists believed that 
taxing salt was sinful because it is a basic 
food item. The march was a centerpiece 
of the 1930 Salt Satyagraha, which was a 
protest against the increasingly repressive 
salt tax. 

 � The march began with a core group of 
followers, and hundreds more joined 
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them along the way. On April 5, the group 
reached Dandi after a 240-mile (385 km) 
journey. 

 � Gandhi was arrested in early May after 
informing the British governor of India of 
his intention to march on the Dharasana 
saltworks. News of Gandhi’s imprisonment 
led tens of thousands more Indians to join 
the satyagraha. 

 � The Dandi March and Gandhi’s satyagraha 
teachings had a significant influence on 
American activists like Martin Luther King 
Jr. and James Bevel during the Civil Rights 
Movement in the 1960s.

The Bardoli Satyagraha :

 � It was a farmers’ movement and nationalist 
movement in India that began on June 12, 
1928. The movement was led by Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel and protested against the 
British colonial government’s oppressive 
land revenue policies. The movement 
demanded the repeal of the 22% tax 
increase levied by the Bombay Presidency. 

 � The Bardoli Taluk in modern-day Gujarat 
was hit by floods and famines in 1925, 
which affected the crop yield and the 
farmers financially. Despite petitions and 
appeals from civic groups and farmers, the 
government decided to go ahead with tax 
collection. 

 � The peasants adopted a resolution to not 
pay the assessment until an inquiry was 
set up. The government acted aggressively 
and issued notices to pay the assessment or 
suffer loss of property or forfeiture of land. 
The government confiscated a large chunk 
of land. 

 � The government set up the Maxwell-
Broomfield commission, in the fear that 
things would go out of hand by the Bardoli 
Satyagraha. The revenue was reduced to 
around 6.03% and the peasants came to 
return the lands which were confiscated 
from them. 

 � The movement was a turning point in the 
Indian nationalist fight.

However, the movement also had some 
criticisms:

1. It mostly ignored the plight of 
impoverished farmers.

2. It did not bring up the issue of Hali 
Pratha (a kind of bonded labor 
system).

3. The peasants’ fundamental problems 
were not addressed.

73. The Indian national movement became 
organised for the first time in  

(a)  1885 
(b)  1857
(c)  1905-06
(d)  1916-17

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Indian national movement was 
organized for the first time in 1905-1906 
during the Swadeshi movement. The 
Swadeshi movement was a socio-political 
response to the Viceroy of India’s partition 
of Bengal in 1905. The movement began 
on August 7, 1905 at Calcutta Town Hall, 
Bengal. 

The Swadeshi movement’s forms of 
struggle included:

1. Boycotting foreign-made goods
2. Publicly burning foreign clothes
3. Picketing shops selling foreign goods
4. Using corps of volunteers (samitis) as 

a mass mobilization 
 � The Swadeshi movement also included the 

Boycott Movement, which was launched 
along with the movement. 

Some key people in the Swadeshi 
movement include:

1. Bal Gangadhar Tilak
2. Bipin Chandra Pal
3. Lala Lajpat Rai

74. The first among the following to establish 
trade links with India were  

(a)  Dutch 
(b)  French
(c)  Portuguese 
(d)  English
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Explanation :  (C)

 � Portugal was the first country to establish 
trade relations with India. In 1498, Vasco 
da Gama led the first successful voyage to 
India, arriving in Calicut (now in Kerala) 
after sailing around the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

 � The Portuguese were the first Europeans 
to trade with India. After the fall of 
the Ottoman Empire and capture of 
Constantinople in 1453, it became difficult 
for Europeans to trade with India via land 
route. 

 � The East India Company (EIC) was an 
English, and later British, joint-stock 
company founded in 1600 and dissolved in 
1874. It was formed to trade in the Indian 
Ocean region, initially with the East Indies 
(the Indian subcontinent and Southeast 
Asia), and later with East Asia.

75. After Chauri Chaura incident in which 22 
policemen were killed, the result was that 

(a) Gandhiji started his Dandi March
(b)  Gandhiji called off the no tax 

campaign 
(c)  Gandhiji withdrew his movement of 

noncooperation
(d)  Gandhiji went to talk with the Viceroy, 

Lord Irwin

Explanation :  (C)

 � On February 4, 1922, protesters set fire to a 
police station in the town of Chauri Chaura, 
Uttar Pradesh, in retaliation for police 
firing on them. The incident resulted in the 
deaths of 22 police officers, 3 civilians, and 
23 policemen. 

 � On February 12, 1922, Mahatma Gandhi 
halted the Non-Cooperation Movement on 
the national level as a direct result of the 
incident. The Non-Cooperation Movement 
was a movement organized by Mohandas 
Gandhi to urge the British government to 
grant self-government, or swaraj, to India. 

 � In addition, 19 arrested demonstrators 
were sentenced to death and 14 to life 
imprisonment by the British colonial 
authorities.

76. The demand for Pakistan was made by 
the Muslim League for the first time in  

(a)  1938 
(b)   1940 
(c)  1941 
(d)   1946

Explanation :  (B)

The Muslim League first demanded the 
creation of Pakistan in 1940:

 � At the annual session of the All India 
Muslim League in Lahore on March 22–24, 
1940, Muhammad Ali Jinnah announced 
the demand to create Pakistan as a separate 
Muslim state.

 � The Muslim League’s demand was based 
on the two-nation theory, which proposed 
grouping areas with a Muslim majority in 
the north-western and eastern zones of 
India to form an independent state.

•	 The name Pakistan comes from the letter 
of the provinces and communities that 
the new country would comprise: Punjab, 
Afghan, Kashmir, Sind, and Baluchistan.

 � In 1946, the Muslim League won 425 out 
of 476 seats reserved for Muslims in the 
Indian provincial elections on a policy of 
creating the independent state of Pakistan.

77. Match the following :  

A. Lord 
     Dalhousie 

1. Prohibition of Sati

B. Lord William 
Bentinck

2. Local Self-Govern-
ment

C. Lord Ripon 3. Division of 
    Bengal

D. Lord Curzon 4. Doctrine of 
    Lapse

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  4 1 2 3  
(b) 4 2 1 3
(c)  1 2 3 4  
(d)  3 1 2 4 
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Explanation :  (A)

 � Lord Dalhousie, the Governor-General 
of India from 1848 to 1856, introduced 
the Doctrine of Lapse. The policy was a 
formula for dealing with succession issues 
in Hindu Indian states. It stated that if an 
Indian ruler died without a male heir, his 
kingdom would automatically pass to the 
British. 

The policy was used to extend British 
Paramountcy and annexed many Indian 
states, including:

1. Satara in 1848
2. Jaitpur in 1849
3. Sambalpur in 1849
4. Baghat in 1850
5. Udaipur in 1852
6. Jhansi in 1853
7. Nagpur in 1854 

 � The policy led to unrest among Indian 
princes and was one of the causes of the 
Indian Revolt of 1857. 

Lord William Bentinck :

 � He was the Governor-General of India 
from 1828 to 1835. He is known as a liberal 
reformer who made many changes to the 
administration of India. 

Bentinck’s policies included:

Non-intervention :

 � Bentinck adopted a policy of non-
intervention and non-aggression with 
Indian states. He only interfered in the 
affairs of the Indian states to end any form 
of misgovernment and never to annex any 
territory.

Education :

 � Bentinck promoted education in India. He 
passed the English Education Act 1835 that 
replaced Persian with English in the higher 
courts. He also advocated for Indians to 
be educated in the western style so that 
more Indians could be employed in the 
administration.

Social reforms :

 � Bentinck abolished the systems of “Sati” 
and human sacrifice. He also suppressed 
the system of Thugee.

Financial reforms :

 � Bentinck economized to deal with a deficit 
of about one crore. 

Bentinck also:

1. Abolished debts
2. Reorganized the legal system
3. Improved communications
4. Introduced education programs
5. Opened up official posts to natives
6. Suppressed female infanticide
7. Abolished lawlessness
8. Reduced the salaries of the civil 

servants

Lord Ripon :

 � He is a British viceroy, is known as the 
“father of local self-government” in India. 
In 1882, he introduced a resolution that 
established district and local boards and 
expanded the rights and authority of 
municipal governments. 

 � Local self-government is a democratic 
form of governance that empowers local 
communities and authorities to make 
decisions on matters that directly affect their 
areas. It falls under the state government’s 
jurisdiction and is further divided into Zila 
Parishads, Panchayat Samitis, Mahanagar 
Palikas, Nagar Palikas, and Panchayats. 

Lord Ripon is also known for:

1. Enacting the Factory Act, which 
established the first factory

2. Providing for a one-hour break during 
working hours and four monthly 
vacations for employees

In 1905, Lord Curzon, the British Viceroy 
of India :

•	 Announced the partition of Bengal into 
two provinces: 
1. West Bengal and
2. East Bengal. 
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 � The partition was implemented on October 
19, 1905.

 � The partition separated the largely Muslim 
eastern areas from the largely Hindu 
western areas. The new province of East 
Bengal and Assam had a population of 
38 million, predominately Muslim, while 
the western province, called Bengal, was 
reduced to 55 million people, primarily 
Hindus. 

 � The partition was opposed by the Hindus, 
but supported by the Muslims who would 
have their own province. The partition was 
undone six years later. 

 � Curzon’s motives for the partition were to 
curb the radical Bengali nationalists and 
to weaken the nationalist’s movements. He 
also wanted to weaken Bengal, the nerve 
center of Indian nationalism, and divide 
the Muslims and Hindus based on religion. 

 � The partition began a transformation of the 
Indian National Congress from a middle-
class pressure group into a nationwide mass 
movement.

78. The wrongly matched pair among the 
following is  

(a)  Gandhiji Dandi March
(b)  Mohammed 
        Ali Jinnah

Khilafat movement 

(c)  Sir Syed 
       Ahmed Khan

Aligarh

(d)  Subhash 
      Chandra Bose

Forward Bloc

Explanation :  (B)

 � The wrongly matched pair is Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah and the Khilafat movement. 

 � The Khilafat movement was a Muslim-
only religious cause that Indian Muslims 
launched under the leadership of 
Mohammad Ali and Shaukat Ali. In 
1940, Jinnah believed that Muslims in the 
subcontinent should have their own state to 
avoid the possibility of being marginalized 
in an independent Hindu-Muslim state. In 
1940, the Muslim League, led by Jinnah, 
passed the Lahore Resolution, demanding 

a separate nation for Indian Muslims.

79. Which of the following events is not 
correctly matched?  

(a) Liberation of Goa - 1961
(b)  Death of Jawaharlal Nehru - 1966
(c)  Indo-China War - 1962
(d) First General Elections - 1951-52

Explanation :  (B)

•	 The death of Jawaharlal Nehru is not 
correctly matched with the other events:

•	 Jawaharlal Nehru’s death: Nehru, India’s 
first prime minister, died on May 27, 
1964.  

80. Match the following correctly:   

A. Ramakrishna 
Mission

1 Swami Dayanand 
Saraswati

B. Arya Samaj 2. Raja Rammohan Roy
C. Brahmo 

Samaj 
3. Keshab Chandra Sen

D. Prarthana 
Samaj 

4. Swami Vivekananda

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  1 2 3 4  
(b) 3 4 1 2
(c)  2 3 1 4  
(d)  4 1 2 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) founded 
the Ramakrishna Mission in 1897.
Vivekananda was the chief disciple of the 
Indian Hindu spiritual guru and mystic 
Ramakrishna. The mission is named after 
Ramakrishna. 

 � The Ramakrishna Mission is a registered 
society that promotes the Hindu  
philosophy of Vedanta–Advaita Vedanta 
and four yogic ideals. The mission’s goal is 
to serve humanity in the spirit of “service of 
God in man”.
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 � Swami Dayanand Saraswati founded the 
Arya Samaj in 1875. The organization’s goal 
was to restore the Vedas, the earliest Hindu 
scriptures, as revealed truth. 

 � The Arya Samaj is a monotheistic Indian 
Hindu reform movement that promotes 
values and practices based on the belief in 
the infallible authority of the Vedas.

 � The movement’s followers believe that the 
Vedas are infallible and the literal word of 
God. They also believe in one God, known 
as “Om,” who is omniscient, omnipresent, 
omnipotent, and the source of all justice, 
bliss, intelligence, and mercy. The Arya 
Samaj also advocated for causes like widow 
remarriage and education of girl children.

 � Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833) founded 
the Brahmo Samaj in 1828. 

 � The Brahmo Samaj is a monotheistic sect of 
Hinduism that began as a reform association 
called the Brahmo Sabha. The Brahmo 
Samaj does not accept the authority of the 
Vedas, has no faith in avatars, and does not 
insist on belief in karma. 

 � The Brahmo Samaj was a powerful socio-
religious movement in India that aimed to 
bring a renaissance to Bengal.

 � The movement fought against prevailing 
evil practices in society, particularly the 
practice of Sati and the caste system. It also 
emphasized educational, religious, and 
social reform. The Brahmo Samaj played an 
important role in stamping out the dowry 
and caste systems, aiming to encourage 
women’s empowerment.

 � Atmaram Pandurang founded the 
Prarthana Samaj, or “Prayer Society” in 
Sanskrit, in Bombay on March 31, 1867. 
The Prarthana Samaj was a socio-religious 
reform movement that aimed to promote 
theistic worship and social reform. The 
movement’s main goal was to make people 
believe in and worship one God. 

The Prarthana Samaj’s social reforms 
included:

1. Inter-dining
2. Inter-marriage
3. Widow remarriage

4. Upliftment of women and depressed 
classes 

 � The Prarthana Samaj was a branch of the 
Brahmo Samaj. The society’s members 
were followers of the Marathi Sant Mat’s 
religious tradition, including Namdev and 
Tukaram. Although the Prarthana Samaj 
members were devoted theists, they also 
worshiped formless gods. The Prarthana 
Samaj’s precursor was the Paramahamsa 
Sabha, a secret society for the promotion of 
liberal ideas.

81. The following are the events in national 
movement  

1. Champaran Satyagraha
2. Non-Cooperation Movement
3. Quit India Movement
4. Dandi March

The correct chronological order is

(a)  1, 2, 4, 3  
(b)   2, 1, 3, 4
(c)  3, 2, 1, 4  
(d)   2, 3, 1, 4

Explanation :  (A)

The Champaran Satyagraha :

 � It was a farmer’s uprising that took place 
in the Champaran district of Bihar in 
1917-1918. It was led by Mahatma Gandhi 
and is considered a historically important 
rebellion in the Indian independence 
movement. 

 � The Champaran Satyagraha began when 
farmers revolted against British power 
between 1914 and 1916. The farmers were 
forced to grow indigo on a portion of their 
land, but they could not grow the food they 
needed and received little payment for it. 
The British also forced farmers by binding 
them in unfair contracts to grow indigo on 
their lands. 

 � Gandhi was persuaded by Pandit Raj 
Kumar Shukla to visit the region and try 
to organize mass uprisings by people to 
protest against injustice. 
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 � Satyagraha means clinging to truth, holding 
fast to truth, insistence on truth, or firm 
adherence to truth. Gandhiji described 
Satyagraha as “firmness in a good cause” in 
Indian opinion.

The Non-Cooperation Movement :

 � It was a nonviolent civil disobedience 
campaign launched in 1920 by Mahatma 
Gandhi. The movement’s goal was to 
achieve Indian independence from British 
rule by persuading the British government 
to grant self-governance.  The movement 
lasted from September 1920 to February 
1922. 

 � The movement’s main objectives were to 
achieve “Poorna swaraj” through peaceful 
means and to restore the old status of the 
Caliph. 

The movement was a response to several 
causes, including:

1. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre
2. The Rowlatt Act
3. The Khilafat Movement
4. The Government of India Act of 1919
5. Resentment at the British after the 

war 
 � The movement’s driving force was 

Gandhi’s philosophy of Satyagraha, 
which emphasized non-violence and civil 
resistance. 

The movement consisted of Indians:

1. Resigning their titles
2. Boycotting government educational 

institutions, the courts, government 
service, foreign goods, and elections

3. Eventually, refusing to pay taxes 
 � The British government responded with 

severe repression, arresting thousands 
of protesters and imposing harsh 
punishments. This led to further resentment 
and fueled the demand for independence. 

Dandi March :

 � It is also known as the Salt March and the 
Salt Satyagraha, was a non-violent civil 
disobedience movement led by Mahatma 

Gandhi from March 12, 1930 to April 6, 
1930.

 � The march was a direct action campaign 
of tax resistance and non-violent protest 
against the British salt monopoly. 

 � Gandhi and other nationalists believed that 
it was sinful to tax salt because it is such 
an essential item of food. The march was 
a 24-day march from Gandhi’s Sabarmati 
Ashram to the coastal town of Dandi to 
produce salt from the sea and defy the salt 
law. 

 � The march was a highly visible 
demonstration against the increasingly 
repressive salt tax. The march was a major 
non-violent protest action in India directed 
against the British government’s tax on salt, 
which greatly affected the poorest Indians.

The Quit India Movement :

 � It was a civil disobedience movement 
launched by Mahatma Gandhi on August 
8, 1942. The movement’s demands were 
to end British rule in India, gain Indian 
cooperation in World War II, and form a 
provisional government after the British 
withdrew. 

The movement had two phases:

1. First phase: Urban revolt, marked by 
strikes, boycotts, and picketing

2. Second phase: Focus shifted to the 
countryside, which witnessed a major 
peasant rebellion 

 � The movement also had a third phase, where 
parallel or provisional governments were 
set up to govern during the rebellion. These 
alternative administrations were formed in 
areas like Ballia, Tamluk, and Satara. The 
movement helped India eventually gain 
independence in 1947. 

82. Arrange the following in chronological 
order  

1. Home Rule League
2. Swadeshi Movement
3. Bardoli Movement
4. Round Table Conference
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The correct chronological order is

(a)  1, 2, 3, 4 
(b)  2, 1, 3, 4
(c)  3, 1, 4, 2 
(d)   4, 2, 1, 3

Explanation :  (B)

The Swadeshi Movement :

 � It began in India on August 7, 1905, during 
the Anti-Bengal Partition agitation. The 
movement was a reaction to the partition 
of Bengal, which was announced in July 
1905 and came into effect in October 1905. 
The Swadeshi movement was a six-year 
(1905–1911) anti-partition movement.

The movement’s main principles include:

1. Swadeshi: Using products and 
services from one’s own country

2. Boycott: Refraining from using 
British goods

3. Self-reliance: Aiming for economic 
self-reliance and independence from 
British rule

4. Nationalism: Contributing to the 
development of Indian nationalism 

 � The movement began in 1905 in response 
to the British government’s decision to 
partition Bengal.

The movement’s main features include:

1. Boycotting foreign goods
2. Promoting indigenous industries
3. Mass mobilization
4. Burning British-made goods 

 � The Swadeshi movement is now known as 
the “Make in India” campaign.

What is Home Rule Movement?

 � It was a political movement in India from 
1916 to 1918 that sought self-government 
for India within the British Empire. The 
movement was a response to the hardships 
faced by the masses after World War I. 

 � The movement’s leaders included Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak and Annie Besant. Besant 

laid the foundation of the movement in 
Madras (present-day Chennai). Tilak 
established the Poona Home Rule League 
in April 1916. 

The league’s demands included:

1. Swaraj
2. Education in vernacular languages
3. The formation of linguistic states 

 � The movement’s signature achievement was 
the Montague Declaration of 1917, which 
recognized the inclusion of more Indians 
in the government and the development of 
self-governing institutions. 

 � The movement was unable to gain support 
from Muslims, Anglo-Indians, and non-
Brahmins because they believed that home 
rule would lead to rule by the upper-caste 
Hindu majority. In 1921, the All India 
Home Rule League changed its name to 
Swarajya Sabha.

The Bardoli Satyagraha :

 � It was a non-violent protest against the 
British government’s increased land tax 
in Bardoli, Gujarat, India. The movement 
began on June 12, 1928 and was led by 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi.

 � The movement was supported by various 
groups, including Patidars, Anavil 
Brahmins, Baniyas, and even certain 
Muslim and Parsi landowners. 

 � The movement was a turning point in the 
Indian nationalist fight. It was the offspring 
of Gandhi’s non-cooperation movement.
However, the movement also had some 
criticisms:

1. It mostly ignored the plight of 
impoverished farmers.

2. It did not bring up the issue of Hali 
Pratha (a kind of bonded labor 
system).

3. The peasants’ fundamental problems 
were not addressed.

The Round Table Conferences :
 � It were a series of meetings held in London 

between 1930 and 1932. The British 
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government organized the conferences 
in response to the Simon Report. The 
main topic of the conferences was the 
constitution and India. 

The conferences were held to:

1. Discuss constitutional reforms in 
India

2. Make proposals regarding the 
next stage of India’s constitutional 
development

3. Inform an Act of Parliament
4. Consider the future government of 

India 
 � The conferences were conducted by the 

British government and Indian political 
personalities. The first conference was 
held from November 12, 1930 to January 
19, 1931. The second conference was held 
from September 7, 1931 to December 1, 
1931. The third conference was held from 
November 17, 1932 to December 24, 1932.

Some key participants from India 
included:

1. B. R. Ambedkar
2. Jinnah
3. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru
4. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri
5. Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan
6. K. T. Paul
7. Mirabehn 

 � The Indian National Congress did not 
participate in the first conference because 
Congress leaders were imprisoned for their 
involvement in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement.

83. Which of the following is/are correct? 
Newspaper: Publisher/Editor   

A. Leader: Annie Besant
B.  Yugantar: C. Y. Chintamani
C.  Young India: Aurobindo Ghosh 

Codes:

(a)  A is correct 
(b) B and C are correct 

(c)  A and C are correct 
(d)  None is correct 

Explanation :  (D)

•	 Annie Besant, a British socialist, 
theosophist, and women’s rights activist, 
published two newspapers: 
1. New India and 
2. The Commonweal. 

 � New India was a daily newspaper published 
in India in the early 20th century. The 
newspaper’s purpose was to highlight issues 
related to the Indian freedom struggle and 
to express Besant’s perspectives through 
editorials. The newspaper was previously 
named Madras Standard. 

 � The Commonweal was a weekly newspaper. 
In 1916, Besant started the Home Rule 
League in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. She 
believed that self-government was a right of 
the Indians and that they were entitled to it. 
Through her articles in The Commonweal, 
she tried to make people aware of the 
purpose of her agitation.

 � Madan Mohan Malviya, also known as 
Mahamana, founded the English-language 
newspaper The Leader in 1909. 

 � The paper was published in Allahabad and 
was one of the most influential newspapers 
in India during the British Raj. 

 � Malviya was also the editor of Hindustan 
and Indian Union, and the founder of 
Maryada, Abhyudaya, and Banaras Hindu 
University. He served as the President of 
the Indian National Congress for three 
terms and was the founder of Scouting in 
India.

 � Barindra Kumar Ghosh, an Indian 
revolutionary and journalist, founded 
the Bengali newspaper Jugantar Patrika 
in 1906. The newspaper was also known 
as Yugantar and was one of the two main 
secret revolutionary movements in Bengal 
for Indian independence. 

 � The newspaper’s founders also 
included Abhinash Bhattacharya and 
Bhupendranath Dutt. The newspaper 
was a political weekly that served as the 
official voice of the Anushilan Samiti, a 
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revolutionary organization in Bengal at the 
time. The newspaper’s goal was to spread 
awareness about the political situation, 
promote revolutionary ideas, and mobilize 
the masses for the cause of independence. 

 � The newspaper was critical of the Indian 
National Congress’s policies and its 
moderate stance over the freedom struggle. 
The newspaper was banned in 1908. 

 � Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, also 
known as Mahatma Gandhi, published the 
weekly journal Young India from 1919 to 
1931. Gandhi used the journal to spread his 
ideology of non-violence and resistance. He 
also sought to popularize India’s demand 
for independence or Swaraj. 

 � Young India was originally a book written 
by Lala Lajpat Rai in 1916. 

84. Who gave the ‘Communal Award’ in 
India?  

(a)  C. R. Attlee 
(b) Ramsay Macdonald
(c) Stafford Cripps
(d) None of the above 

Explanation :  (B)

 � British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald 
announced the Communal Award on 
August 16, 1932. The award is also known 
as the MacDonald Award. 

 � The award extended separate electorates 
to depressed classes and other minorities, 
including Muslims, Sikhs, Indian 
Christians, Anglo-Indians, and women. 
It also allowed oppressed sections of 
society to vote alongside Hindus in general 
constituencies. 

 � The award was later incorporated into the 
act of 1935.

 � The Congress opposed the award, believing 
it promoted the idea that Muslims, Sikhs, 
and Christians were separate groups with 
different interests from the rest of India. 
The Congress decided to neither accept nor 
reject the award.

85. The first session of Indian National 
Congress in 1885 was held at   

(a) Bombay 
(b)  Calcutta
(c)  Lahore 
(d)   Lucknow

Explanation :  (A)

 � The first session of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) was held from December 
28–31, 1885 at Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit 
College in Bombay.

 � The session was attended by 72 delegates, 
including social reformers, journalists, 
and lawyers. Prominent delegates included 
Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Banerjee, 
Badruddin Tyabji, Pherozeshah Mehta, W. 
C. Bonnerjee, and S. Ramaswami Mudaliar.

 � Wyomesh Chandra Banerjee became the 
first president of the INC after the party’s 
foundation in December 1885. 

86. Which of the following was mainly 
responsible for the transfer of power by 
the British to India on August 15, 1947?   

(a)  Cabinet Mission Plan
(b)  Attlee Declaration
(c)  Simon Commission Plan
(d) Mountbatten Declaration

Explanation :  (D)

 � Lord Mountbatten, the last viceroy of 
British India, was mainly responsible for 
the transfer of power to India on August 
15, 1947.

 � Mountbatten chose August 15, 1947 
because it was the day in 1945 that the 
Japanese Army surrendered in World War 
II. 

 � The British Parliament ratified the 
Mountbatten Plan on July 18, 1947, for 
the Independence of India Act, which was 
implemented on August 15, 1947.
The British partitioned India in 1947 
due to a complex interplay of factors, 
including:

1. Rising communal tensions in the 
1930s
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2. Political choices made by elites at both 
national and provincial levels

3. The impact of the Second World War
4. The widespread breakdown of law and 

order following the ‘Great Calcutta 
Killing’ in 1946

The Cabinet Mission Plan :

 � It was a statement made in 1946 by the 
British Prime Minister Clement Attlee. The 
plan proposed a three-tier administrative 
structure for British India.

The plan also aimed to:

1. Strengthen India’s unity
2. Help India achieve independence
3. Avoid partition 

 � The Cabinet Mission Plan proposed the 
formation of a Union of India, comprising 
both the British India and the Princely 
States. The Union would remain in charge 
of only foreign affairs, defense, and 
communications. The remaining powers 
would be vested in the provinces.

 � The Cabinet Mission Plan raised the issue 
of whether independence was to result in a 
united India or one divided into Hindu and 
Muslim areas. The Congress opposed the 
creation of Pakistan as the Cabinet Mission 
Plan did not guarantee a separate sovereign 
state for Muslims.

Atlee Declaration :

 � On February 20, 1947, British Prime 
Minister Clement Attlee announced that 
the British government would grant full 
self-government to British India by June 
30, 1948. The announcement also stated 
that the future of the Princely States would 
be decided after the date of final transfer is 
decided. 

 � Attlee’s announcement also granted 
freedom to the Indian princely states 
to either join the Dominion of India 
or Dominion of Pakistan or to remain 
independent. 

•	 The Indian Independence Act was passed 
in 1947, creating two new independent 
dominions: 

1. India and 
2. Pakistan.

 � Pakistan was later split into Pakistan and 
East Pakistan, which is now Bangladesh.

The Simon Commission :

 � It was a group of seven British Members of 
Parliament that was appointed in 1927 to 
study the Government of India Act of 1919.   
The commission’s purpose was to examine 
the act and recommend improvements to 
the system. The commission’s plan was to 
abolish diarchy, which would have extended 
provincial autonomy by establishing 
representative government. However, the 
plan would have allowed British governors 
to retain most of their emergency powers. 

 � The Simon Commission was strongly 
opposed by national leaders and freedom 
fighters because the British administration 
did not include any Indians in the 
commission. The commission led to the 
Government of India Act of 1935, which 
served as the basis for many parts of the 
current Indian Constitution.

87. Quit India Movement was launched in   

(a)  1936  
(b)   1941
(c) 1942  
(d)   1947

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi launched 
the Quit India Movement on August 8, 
1942 at the All-India Congress Committee 
session in Bombay. The movement is also 
known as the “Bharat Chodo Andolan”. 

 � The movement was a defining moment in 
India’s freedom struggle. Gandhiji gave the 
call of “Do or Die” to the countrymen in 
his speech delivered at the Gowalia Tank 
Maidan, now popularly known as August 
Kranti Maidan. The next day, Gandhi, 
Nehru and many other leaders of the 
Indian National Congress were arrested by 
the British Government. 

 � The Quit India Movement is a defining 
moment in the history of India’s freedom 
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struggle. Every year Quit India Day is 
observed on August 8. 

88. Assertion(A) : Great Britain gave India her 
independence on August 15, 194 

Reason (R) : Great Britain became weak 
after her involvement in World War II. 

(a)  Both A and R are true but R is not the 
reason for A

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is the 
reason for A 

(c)  Neither A nor R is correct 
(d)  A is correct but R is wrong 

Explanation :  (B)

 � India gained independence from the British 
on August 15, 1947. This day also marks the 
partition of the subcontinent into India and 
Pakistan. 

 � The Indian Independence Act was passed 
on July 18, 1947, and came into effect at 
midnight on August 15, 1947. The British 
Parliament gave the last British governor-
general of India, Louis Mountbatten, the 
mandate to transfer power to India by June 
30, 1948. 

However, Mountbatten chose August 15, 
1947 for two reasons:

1.  He didn’t want bloodshed or riots
2.  August 15 marked the second 

anniversary of Japan’s surrender in 
World War II 

 � The partition of the subcontinent was due 
to British imperialism and religious conflict 
between Hindus and Muslims.

The subcontinent was divided to form:

1. Muslim majority Pakistan
2. Hindu majority India

World War II weakened Great Britain:

•	 Financial damage: The war stripped 
Britain of its foreign financial resources 
and left it in disarray.

•	 Economic devastation: The war left Britain 
economically devastated.

•	 Loss of prestige: Japan’s wartime victories 
destroyed Britain’s imperial prestige.

•	 Loss of authority: Britain slowly began to 
lose authority over its colonial possessions.

•	 Anti-colonialist sentiment: In the years 
following 1945, anti-colonialist sentiment 
was on the rise and Britain was in no shape 
whatsoever to counter these movements.

•	 Growing independent view: Many parts 
of the empire contributed troops and 
resources to the war effort and took a 
growing independent view. 

 � The collapse of British imperial power can 
be traced directly to the impact of World 
War Two. All but complete collapse of 
British imperial power is by the mid-1960s.

89. Which of the following events is not 
correct?  

(a)  Simon Commission-1927
(b)  Salt Satyagraha-1930
(c)  Gandhi Irwin Pact-1931 
(d)  Quit India Movement-1941

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Quit India Movement, or the August 
Movement, is not correct. 
Here’s some information about these 
events:

Simon Commission-1927 :
 � In 1927, the British government appointed 

a seven-person commission, led by Sir John 
Simon, to review the 1919 Government 
of India Act and suggest constitutional 
reforms. The commission did not include 
any Indian members, which sparked 
widespread protests.
Salt Satyagraha-1930 :

 � In 1930, Mohandas Gandhi led the 
Salt March, a nonviolent act of civil 
disobedience, from March 12–April 6 to 
protest British rule in India. The march is 
also known as the Dandi March, Dandi 
Satyagraha, and the Salt March.
Gandhi-Irwin Pact-1931 :

 � On March 5, 1931, Mahatma Gandhi and 
Lord Irwin signed a political agreement.
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Quit India Movement-1941 :

 � In 1942, Mahatma Gandhi launched the 
Quit India Movement, or the August 
Movement, at the Bombay session of the 
All India Congress Committee.

1984

90. Which of the following statements about 
Mahatma Gandhi is correct in connection 
with India’s independence?  

(a)  He was the happiest man
(b)  He was a very disillusioned man
(c)  He had full satisfaction about his  

achievements
(d)  He was happy with the formation of 

Pakistan 

Explanation :  (B)

 � According to Rajaji, Gandhiji was a very 
great man. But according to him Gandhiji 
was also a disillusioned man because 
when everyone accepted partition he also 
accepted partition. Mahatma Gandhi in 
connection with India’s independence:

1. He developed the term Satyagraha :

 � Gandhi developed the term during his 
struggles for human rights in South Africa 
and later in the Indian National Movement.
2. He led the movement for independence:

 � Gandhi led the movement for independence 
in India by using non-violent civil 
disobedience.
3. He dedicated his life to freedom :

 � Gandhi dedicated his life to the struggle 
for freedom and his non-violent approach 
had a profound impact on the Indian civil 
rights movement.
4. He was a spiritual person :

 � Gandhi was a very spiritual person who 
had lived his life according to the teachings 
of the Bhagavad Gita.

91. Who was the leader of the Depressed 
Classes in the pre- Independence period?  

(a) Ram Manohar Lohia 
(b)  B. R. Ambedkar 

(c)  Rajendra Prasad 
(d)  Jagjivan Ram

Explanation :  (B)

 � Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was the leader of the 
Depressed Classes in the pre-Independence 
period. In 1930, Ambedkar established the 
All India Depressed Classes Association to 
ensure fair representation for the Scheduled 
Castes in India’s decision-making bodies. 
In 1935, the Depressed Classes became 
known as the Scheduled Castes. 

 � Ambedkar also started an association 
for the welfare of the depressed classes 
in 1924. The association’s goals were to 
spread education, improve economic 
conditions, and represent the grievances of 
the depressed classes. In 1937, Ambedkar 
became a member of the Bombay Legislative 
Assembly.

92. Which of the following pairs is incorrect? 

(a) Lal, Bal, Pal-Extremist Group
(b)  Annie Besant -Home Rule movement
(c)  Gandhi-Dandi March
(d)  None of these

Explanation :  (D)

None of the following pairs is incorrect:

Lal, Bal, Pal :

 � Lala Lajpat Rai, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, and 
Bipin Chandra Pal were known as “Lal-
Bal-Pal”. In 1907, they led the Swadeshi 
movement, which advocated for boycotting 
imported goods and using Indian-made 
goods.

Annie Besant -Home Rule movement :

 � Annie Besant was a social reformer and 
women’s rights campaigner who started the 
Home Rule League in Madras in 1916. 

Gandhi-Dandi March :

 � The Salt march, also known as the Salt 
Satyagraha, Dandi March, and the 
Dandi Satyagraha, was a nonviolent civil 
disobedience campaign led by Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1930.
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93. In the 19th century the people who 
participated in the national movement 
were mostly  

(a)  Zamindars
(b)  Rich people
(c)  Educated middle class
(d)  Poor people

Explanation :  (C)

 � In the 19th century, the educated middle 
class led social reform movements in 
India. The educated middle class included 
working-class people like professors, 
teachers, and doctors. They realized the 
importance of freedom for themselves and 
many of them began to spread these ideas. 

 � The moderates in the Indian National 
Movement (INM) had an anglicized upper 
class social base in urban areas, while the 
extremists had an educated middle and 
lower middle class social base in towns. 

 � The INM was led by English-educated 
professionals like lawyers in the 1870s–
1947. 

 � Other important associations included the 
Indian Association, the Madras Mahajan 
Sabha, the Bombay Presidency Association, 
and the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha.

94. Write the correct chronological order 
of the following annexations by the 
Britishers:   

1. Oudh 
2. Punjab
3. Upper Burma

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a)  3 2 1
(b) 1 2 3 
(c)  1 3 2
(d) 2 1 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � The British annexed the Punjab on March 
29, 1849, following the Second Anglo-Sikh 
War. The war lasted from 1848–1849 and 
involved the British-Indian forces fighting 

the Sikh Empire. The East India Company 
defeated the Sikh Empire at the Battle of 
Gujarat on February 21, 1849, which ended 
the war. By April 2, 1849, the entire Punjab 
was incorporated into the British Raj. 

 � The Punjab was one of the last areas of the 
Indian subcontinent to fall under British 
control. The British were impressed by the 
fighting qualities of the Khalsa and began 
to recruit Sikhs into their military.

 � The British annexed Oudh on February 7, 
1856, under the terms of the Doctrine of 
Lapse. The Doctrine of Lapse allowed the 
British to annex Indian kingdoms if the 
ruler died without a male heir. 

 � The annexation of Oudh, also known as 
Awadh, was a significant event in Indian 
history. The annexation angered many 
Indians and is considered a cause of the 
Indian Mutiny (1857–58), the largest 
rebellion against British rule. The Indian 
Mutiny is also known as the First War of 
Indian Independence

 � The British annexed Upper Burma on 
January 1, 1886, after many years of conflict 
and British interference in Burmese politics. 
The Viceroy of India, Lord Dufferin, 
announced the annexation. 

 � The annexation ended the Konbaung 
dynasty and Burmese independence. 
However, resistance to British rule 
continued for four years. 

 � The British occupied all of present-day 
Myanmar after three wars, making the 
territory a province of British India on 
January 1, 1886.

 � After World War II, the British granted 
Myanmar independence in January 1948, 
after 62 years of colonial rule.

95. Swaraj Party was established to  

(a)  Share power in the Government 
(b)  Ask the British to leave India
(c)  To enter the Councils and wreck the 

Government from within
(d)  Ask the people to fight against the 

British 

Explanation :  (C)
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 � The Swaraj Party  was established on 
January 1, 1923 by Indian politicians 
Motilal Nehru, Chittaranjan Das, and other 
members of the Indian National Congress. 
The party’s primary goal was to contest 
the 1923 elections to the new Central 
Legislative Assembly.

 � Once in office, the party’s goal was to disrupt 
official policy and derail the Raj (British 
government in India) by antigovernment 
agitation within the council chambers. 

The party was formed to:

1.  Fight British colonialism
2.  Demonstrate that councils were not 

democratic
3.  Pressure the government for reforms 

through councils
4.  Seek greater self-government and 

political freedom for the Indian 
people from the British Raj

96. What is most significant regarding 
partition of Bengal in 1905?  

(a) The English undertook partition 
without consulting the local 
population

(b) The English established that they were 
strong people

(c) Muslims were separated from other 
people 

(d) This paved the way for involvement of 
people in national movement

Explanation :  (D)

 � The partition of Bengal in 1905 is most 
significant because it led to a “divide and 
rule” strategy by the British. The partition 
was announced on July 16, 1905 by 
Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India, and 
implemented West Bengal for Hindus and 
East Bengal for Muslims. 

 � The British claimed the partition was for 
administrative convenience, but there is 
evidence that it took place along religious 
lines. The partition animated the Muslims 
to form their own national organization 
along communal lines. The nationalists 
saw the partition as a challenge to Indian 

nationalism. 
 � In 1911, King George - V reunited Bengal 

to appease Bengali sentiment. The partition 
lasted until the First World War when 
Indian troops were needed by the British.

97. What was the objectives of Home Rule 
Movement?  

(a) Self-government at all levels 
(b) Eradication of evils like Sati in the 

Indian community
(c) Participation in Indian National 

Movement 
(d) Boycott of foreign goods

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Home Rule Movement was a political 
movement in India that began in 1916 in 
response to World War I. The movement’s 
main objective was to gain self-government 
for India within the British Commonwealth.

Other objectives include:

1.  Establishing a self-government for 
India within the British Empire

2.  Working towards national education
3.  Social and political reforms
4.  Using constitutional means to gain 

self-government
5.  Establishing a government of councils, 

with members chosen by the Indian 
people

6.  Passing the country’s budget
7.  Holding ministers accountable to the 

legislatures 
 � The movement’s signature achievement was 

the Montague Declaration of 1917, which 
recognized the inclusion of more Indians 
in the government and the development of 
self-governing institutions.

98. Who was the person behind conversion 
of East India Company from a trading 
company into a regional power? 

(a) Lord Warren Hastings 
(b) Lord Clive
(c) Lord Dalhousie
(d) Lord Wellesley
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Explanation :  (B)

 � The person behind the transformation of 
the East India Company from a trading 
entity into a regional power was Robert 
Clive, also known as Clive of India.

 � He was a British military officer and 
administrator who played a crucial role 
in establishing British supremacy in India 
during the 18th century. His victories in 
battles such as Plassey in 1757 solidified 
British control over Bengal and laid the 
foundation for British colonial rule in the 
Indian subcontinent.

99. What is the correct chronological order 
of the following?  

1. First Round Table Conference
2. Gandhi Irwin Pact
3. Simon Commission
4. Cripps Mission

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a) 3 1 2 4
(b)   1 2 3 4  
(c)  2 1 3 4
(d)   4 3 2 1

Explanation :  (A)

The Simon Commission :

 � It is also known as the Indian Statutory 
Commission, was a group of seven 
British Parliament members who studied 
constitutional reform in India in 1927. The 
commission was appointed by the British 
Conservative government in November 
1927 to report on the working of the Indian 
constitution. The commission’s chairman 
was Sir John Simon. 

 � The Simon Commission’s recommendations 
included giving more autonomy to Indian 
provincial governments, but keeping a veto 
for the Viceroy. The Simon Report was 
important in the constitutional discussion 
that led to the Government of India Act of 
1935.

 � The commission was boycotted by Indians 
because all its members were Englishmen 

and the commission had no Indian member. 
The slogan “Simon Go Back” became one 
of the most enduring slogans of the Indian 
freedom struggle.

The First Round Table Conference :

 � It was a series of meetings held in London 
from November 12, 1930 to January 19, 
1931. The conference was organized by the 
British government and Indian political 
figures to discuss constitutional reforms 
in India. The conference was based on 
the recommendations of Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah and the Simon Commission report. 

 � The conference  was the first time that 
Indians and the British met as equals. 
Attendees included the Princely States, 
the Muslim League, the Justice Party, 
and the Hindu Mahasabha. However, the 
Indian National Congress (INC) boycotted 
the conference, demanding complete 
independence for India. The reason 
for boycotting the conference was that 
Congress leaders were imprisoned for their 
involvement in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. 

 � The Round Table Conferences were a series 
of three conferences held between 1930 and 
1932. The second conference was held from 
September 7, 1931 to December 1, 1931, 
and the third conference was held from 
November 17, 1932 to December 24, 1932. 

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact :

 � It was a political agreement signed on 
March 5, 1931 between Mahatma Gandhi 
and Lord Irwin, the Viceroy of India.  

 � The pact marked the end of a period of 
civil disobedience, or satyagraha, in India 
against British rule. The pact aimed to 
resolve the civil disobedience movement 
and ease political tensions in India. 

Some of the demands made in the pact 
include:

1. Withdrawing all ordinances and 
prosecutions

2. Releasing all political prisoners
3. Restoring the confiscated properties 

of the satyagrahis
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4. Permitting the free collection or 
manufacture of salt 

 � In the pact, Gandhi promises to discontinue 
the Satyagraha Campaign and Irwin 
promises to release those Indians arrested 
for salt production.

The Cripps Mission :

 � It was a failed attempt by the British 
government to gain Indian support for 
their World War II efforts. The mission 
took place from March 22 to April 11, 1942 
in Delhi, India.

The mission’s purposes were to:

1.  Secure Indian cooperation
2.  Seek support for the British war
3.  Establish the Indian Union
4.  Allow India to participate in 

international bodies and the United 
Nations 

5.  The mission was organized by Sir 
Richard Stafford Cripps, a member of 
the War Cabinet.

6.  The mission failed and the issue of 
India’s constitution was postponed 
until the end of the war. 

 � The mission’s proposals were constitutional 
and sought Indian support. However, the 
Muslim League criticized the idea of a 
single Indian Union. They also stated that 
the proposals denied the Muslims the right 
to self-determination and the creation of 
Pakistan. 

 � The failure of the Cripps Mission led to 
the Quit India Movement. The Quit India 
Movement was a countrywide strike wave 
that involved workers, peasants, and states’ 
peoples.

100. Assertion (A) : The revolt of 1857 failed. 

Reason (R) : It lacked adequate organization 
and military power.  

(a)  Both A and R are correct but R is not 
the correct explanation of A.

(b)  A is correct but R is incorrect 
(c)  A is incorrect but R is correct 

explanation of A

(d)  Both A and R are correct and R is 
correct explanation of A.

Explanation :  (D)

 � The 1857 revolt, also known as the Indian 
Mutiny or the Sepoy Mutiny, failed for 
many reasons:

1. Poor organization :

 � The revolt was poorly organized due to 
a lack of a common goal, inadequate 
planning, and coordination.

2. Lack of leadership :

 � The revolt lacked effective leadership and a 
leader with military capability and political 
skills.

3. Lack of support :

 � The revolt lacked mass support, and the 
sepoys didn’t have any support from the 
ruling prince.

4. Different weapons :

 � The rebels fought with old-fashioned 
weapons while the British used all modern 
weapons.

5. Lack of unity :

 � The nation was brought together under 
a single oppressive rule and there was a 
common enemy to fight, but each state 
fighting in the revolt fought for their own 
kingdom.

6. Superior British resources :

 � The British empire had superior resources, 
and the British Army was superior.

7. Limited supplies :

 � The revolt had limited supplies and a lack 
of modern communication.

8. Doctrine of Lapse :

 � The policy of the Doctrine of Lapse had 
been widely criticized by Indian rulers and 
had contributed to widespread discontent 
among the Indian population.
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101. Who had founded the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal in 1784?   

(a) Lord Clive 
(b)  Lord Warren Hastings 
(c)  Queen Victoria
(d)  William Jones

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sir William Jones, a British lawyer and 
Orientalist, founded the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal on January 15, 1784. The society 
was originally named the “Asiatick Society”. 

 � The society was established to encourage 
Oriental studies. Jones used the society to 
share his ideas about the importance of 
Hindu culture and learning, and the role of 
Sanskrit in the Aryan languages. 

 � Jones sent a circular letter to a select group 
of British residents of Calcutta to establish 
the society. The meeting to establish the 
society was presided over by Justice Robert 
Chambers in Calcutta, which was then the 
capital of the Presidency of Fort William.

102. Assertion (A) : In 1946 in Bombay the 
ratings of the Royal Indian Navy RIN rose 
in open mutiny against the British. 

Reason (R) : The Royal Indian Navy joined 
the INA 

(a)  A and R both are incorrect
(b)  A is correct but R is incorrect 
(c)  A and R are correct and R is the 

correct explanation of A
(d)  A and R are correct but R is not the 

correct explanation of A.

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Royal Indian Navy (RIN) Mutiny, also 
known as the Indian Naval Mutiny, began 
on February 18, 1946, when naval ratings 
in Bombay (now Mumbai) went on strike.

The mutiny was a result of many factors, 
including:

1. Discrimination: The British military 
discriminated against HMIS Talwar’s 
rating based on race.

2. Salary: Indian and British troops 
were paid different salaries for the 
same position.

3. Access: British soldiers had better 
access to facilities and food. 

 � The mutiny was organized secretly by the 
Marines and the Indian people. The leaders 
of the mutiny were Salil Shyam, B. C. Dutt, 
Madan Singh, Rishi Dev Puri (Deb), and 
M. S. Khan. 

 � The mass strike against the British 
authorities continued until February 23, 
1946. In this one week, the city of Bombay 
stood firmly behind the ratings.

 � The Royal Indian Navy (RIN) was formally 
inaugurated in 1934 and was divided into 
the Royal Indian Navy and the Royal 
Pakistan Navy after India’s partition. On 
January 26, 1950, India became a republic 
and the RIN was renamed the Indian Navy. 

 � The RIN mutiny, also known as the 1946 
Naval Uprising, was a failed insurrection 
of Indian naval ratings, soldiers, police 
personnel, and civilians against the British 
government in India.

 � The mutiny was a widespread and 
coordinated protest by Indian sailors within 
the British Indian Navy, symbolizing a 
major challenge to British colonial rule just 
before India gained independence in 1947. 

103. Assertion (A): Lal Bal and Pal formed 
extremist group in the Indian National 
Congress.  

Reason (R): They were revolutionary 
leaders 

(a)  A and R both are incorrect 
(b)  A is correct but R is incorrect
(c)  A and R are correct and R is the 

correct explanation of A
(d)  A and R are correct but R is not the 

correct explanation of A

Explanation :  (C)

 � Lal Bal Pal was a group of assertive 
nationalists in British India from 1906 to 
1918. The group included Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, and Bipin Chandra 
Pal. 
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 � The group was associated with revolutionary 
activity. They were radical leaders of the 
Indian National Congress who criticized 
moderates for their “politics of prayers”. 
They emphasized the importance of self-
reliance and constructive work. 

 � In 1907, the group advocated the Swadeshi 
movement, which involved boycotting 
imported items and using Indian-made 
goods.

1985

104. The first Civil Disobedience was started 
by Gandhiji after the  

(a)  Rowlatt Act of 1919
(b)  Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919
(c)  Chauri Chaura incident in 1922 
(d)  Arrival of Cripps’ Mission in 1942 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 was the 
first civil disobedience movement led by 
Mahatma Gandhi in India. The movement 
was a farmer’s uprising in the Champaran 
district of Bihar, India, during the British 
colonial period. 

 � Gandhi was persuaded by Rajkumar 
Shukla, an indigo cultivator, to investigate 
the conditions of the farmers. The farmers 
were suffering under heavy taxes and an 
exploitative system. 

The movement involved:

1. Extra-constitutional struggle
2. Moral force against an adversary
3. Use of compromise
4. Disobeying a court order
5. Organized protests and strikes 

 � The movement resulted in an agreement 
that granted more compensation and 
control over farming for the poor farmers 
of the region. 

 � Gandhi’s persuasive methods of civil 
disobedience influenced leaders of civil 
rights movements around the world, 
especially Martin Luther King Jr., in the 
United States.

The Rowlatt Act :

 � It is officially known as the Anarchical and 
Revolutionary Crimes Act of 1919, was 
passed by the British government in March 
1919. 

The act gave the British government the 
power to:

1.  Arrest anyone suspected of terrorist 
activities

2.  Detain people arrested for up to two 
years without trial

3.  Search places without a warrant
4.  Place severe restrictions on the 

freedom of the press 
 � The purpose of the Act was to curb the 

growing nationalist upsurge in the country. 
The act was named after Sir Sidney Rowlatt, 
the chairman of the committee that drafted 
it. 

 � The Rowlatt Acts were a set of laws passed 
in February 1919 by the Imperial Legislative 
Council, the legislature of British India. The 
acts were intended to replace the Defence of 
India Act of 1915, which had been passed 
during wartime. 

 � The Rowlatt Act led to nationwide unrest. 
Mahatma Gandhi called upon the people to 
perform satyagraha against the act. Rallies 
were organized in various cities. Workers 
went on strike in railways. Workshops and 
shops closed down.

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre :

 � It is also known as the Amritsar massacre, 
took place on April 13, 1919. The massacre 
was a turning point in India’s independence 
struggle. On that day, a large group of 
peaceful protesters gathered in Jallianwala 
Bagh, a public garden in Amritsar, Punjab, 
India.

 � The protesters were celebrating Baisakhi 
and wanted to protest the arrest and 
deportation of two national leaders, 
Satyapal and Saifuddin Kitchlew. General 
Reginald Dyer ordered British Indian Army 
soldiers to fire on the unarmed civilians. 
The soldiers fired for about ten minutes, 
killing an estimated 379 people and 
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injuring more than a thousand. The victims 
included men, women, and children. The 
incident led to widespread condemnation, 
with Winston Churchill describing the day 
as “monstrous”.

The Chauri Chaura incident :

 � It occurred on  February 4, 1922, when a 
large group of protesters clashed with police 
in Chauri Chaura, India. The protesters 
were part of the Non-cooperation 
movement, which was part of the Indian 
freedom struggle. The incident resulted 
in the deaths of about 22 policemen and 3 
civilians. 

 � The incident was led by Bhagwan Ahir, 
a retired Army soldier, against liquor 
sales and high food prices. The protesters 
marched, burned a police station, and 
killed 22 police officials. 

 � After the incident, 225 people were arrested, 
with 6 dying in police custody. 19 people 
were executed after a trial in July 1923, 
and 113 were sentenced to varying years 
of imprisonment. 14 people received life 
imprisonment. Today, a Shaheed Smarak 
stands at the site in honor of those martyrs.

The Cripps Mission :

 � It arrived in Delhi on March 22, 1942, and 
took place until April 11, 1942. The mission 
was led by Sir Stafford Cripps, a member of 
the War Cabinet, and was sent to India by 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
to resolve the Indian political crisis. The 
mission was a discussion between British 
Government representatives and Indian 
leaders about the Draft Declaration on the 
Constitution of India. 

 � The mission’s proposals were seen as too 
radical by the British and as too conservative 
by the INC.

105. Who among the following being a 
renowned poet was a good painter also?  

(a)  Rabindra Nath Tagore 
(b)  Amrita Shergil 
(c) A. N. Tagore
(d) S. N. Bannerjee 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Rabindranath Tagore (1861 - 1941) was 
a renowned poet, painter, and other 
polymath. He began painting in 1924 and 
became a creative graphic artist in 1928. 
His work is generally small in size and uses 
a dominant black ink line. 

 � Tagore was also a composer, educator, social 
reformer, philosopher, and writer. In 1913, 
he became the first non-European writer 
to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. He is 
also the author of India’s national anthem 
and Bangladesh’s national anthem.

106. Who among the following attended all 
the three Round Table Conferences?  

(a)  Madan Mohan Malaviya
(b) Mahatma Gandhi
(c)  Sarojini Naidu
(d)  B. R. Ambedkar

Explanation :  (D)

 � All three Round Table Conferences 
(RTCs) of 1930–32 were attended by Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar, Tej Bahadur Sapru, M. R. 
Jaykar, N. M. Joshi, and C. N. Mudaliar. 

 � The British government and Indian  
political figures organized the RTCs to 
discuss constitutional reforms in India. 

 � The first RTC was held in 1930, and the 
second in 1931. The third and final session 
was held from November 17–December 24, 
1932, with only 46 delegates in attendance.

107. Who among the following Governors- 
General introduced the Dual System of 
Government?  

(a)  Lord Wellesley 
(b)  Lord Canning
(c)  Lord Clive 
(d)  Lord Rippon

Explanation :  (C)

 � Robert Clive, a member of the British 
East India Company, introduced the Dual 
Government system in Bengal in 1765. 
The system lasted until 1772 when Warren 
Hastings abolished it. 
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The Dual Government system divided the 
Bengal administration into two parts:

1.  Diwani: The company was given the 
right to collect revenue

2.  Nizamat: The nawab was given ad-
ministrative rights 

The system had both positive and negative 
outcomes:

Positive outcomes : 

1.  The British gained control over the 
region

2.  The British were able to exert their 
rules

Negative outcomes : 

1.  The system increased complexity and 
shifted favor from native traders to 
foreign British traders

2.  It also affected the revenue and justice 
system

3.  The company exploited citizens 
through labor, high taxes, and other 
atrocities

108. Which of the following Acts gave 
representation to Indians for the first 
time in legislatures?  

(a)  The Indian Councils Act. 1909 
(b)  The Indian Councils Act, 1919 
(c)  The Government of India Act, 1935 
(d)  None of the above 

Explanation :  (A)

The Indian Councils Act of 1909 :

 � It is also known as the Morley-Minto 
reform, is another act that gave 
representation to Indians for the first time 
in legislation. This act empowered the 
Governor General to nominate one Indian 
member to the Executive Council. The act 
also granted the Muslim League’s request 
for separate electorates and reserved seats 
in the Imperial Council.

The Government of India Act of 1919 :

 � It was a British Parliament act that aimed 

to increase Indian participation in the 
administration of their country. The act 
was based on the recommendations of a 
report by Edwin Montagu, the Secretary 
of State for India, and Lord Chelmsford, 
India’s Viceroy between 1916 and 1921.

 � The act introduced bicameralism and 
direct elections for the first time in India. 
The Imperial Legislative Council was 
converted into a bicameral legislature with 
the Imperial Legislative Assembly as the 
lower house and the Council of State as the 
upper house. 

 � The act also gave the Governor-General the 
power to suspend ministers for any reason 
he deemed appropriate. The Governor-
General also retained full control of 
finances. The Legislative Council could 
enact legislation, but it required the consent 
of the Governor. The act also included 
important issues like law and order, finance, 
and land revenue in a reserved list. 

 � However, the majority of members in the 
councils were still appointed by the British 
government rather than being elected by 
the Indian public. The British government 
also retained significant control over 
crucial areas such as defense, finance, and 
administration.

The Government of India Act of 1935 :

 � It was a milestone in the history of the 
Government of India. It was the last 
constitution given to India by the British 
before the country gained independence in 
1947.

The act was based on the following:

1. Simon Commission Report
2. Recommendations of the
3. Round Table Conferences
4. The White Paper published by the 

British government in 1933
5. Report of the Joint Select Committees 

The act’s features include:

1.  Federal system: The act established 
a federal system of the Indian 
Government.
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2. Division of powers: The act divided 
powers between the center and the 
states or provinces.

3.  Two chambers: The act introduced 
the concept of having two chambers 
within the state.

4.  Abolition of provincial dyarchy: 
The act abolished the system of 
provincial dyarchy and suggested the 
establishment of dyarchy at the center.

5.  Federation of India: The act suggested 
the establishment of a “Federation of 
India” consisting of the provinces of 
British India and most of the princely 
states.

6.  Division of powers into three lists: 
The act divided the powers between 
center and units in terms of three lists: 
federal list, the provincial list and the 
concurrent list.

109. Which of the following laws was passed 
during the second half of the nineteenth 
century under the Social and Religious 
Reform Movement?  

(a) Formation of Theosophical Society
(b)  Sanction of inter caste and inter-

communal marriages
(c)  Opening of Aligarh Muslim 

University’ 
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (B)

 � Some laws passed during the second half 
of the 19th century under the Social and 
Religious Reform Movement:
1. Hindu Widows’ Remarriage Act, 

1856: This act legalized the remarriage 
of widows in all jurisdictions of India 
under East India Company rule.

2. `Sanction of inter-caste and inter-
communal marriages, 1872: This 
law sanctions inter-caste and inter-
communal marriages.

3. Indian Christian Marriage Act, 
1872: Also called the Native Marriage 
Act, this act states that marriage is 
legitimate if at least one of the parties 
is Christian. 

Other reformist movements in the 19th 
century include:

Arya Samaj : 

 � Founded in 1875 by Swami Dayanand 
Saraswati, this movement strives against 
idolatry, polytheism, rituals, priesthood, 
animal sacrifice, child marriage, and the 
caste system.

Deoband Movement :

 � Founded in 1866, this movement focuses on 
uplifting the Muslim community through 
religious education.

110. Which of the following pairs is correct?  

(a) Mahatma Gandhi ”Swaraj is my birth 
right”

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru Truth and 
nonviolence are 

my God”
(c) Sardar Patel “Dilli Chalo”
(d) Subhash Chandra 

Bose
Give me blood, 
I will give you 

freedom”

Explanation : (D)

 � Bal Gangadhar Tilak, also known as 
Lokmanya Tilak, is credited with the 
slogan “Swaraj is my birthright and I shall 
have it”. Tilak was a leader of the Indian 
independence movement and a member of 
the extremist faction. He was also a lawyer, 
scholar, and journalist who joined the 
Indian National Congress in 1890. 

 � Tilak is believed to have said the words 
in 1916 in Belgaum, Karnataka. He was 
released from prison in 1914 and returned 
to political life. 

•	 Tilak popularized four concepts : 
1. Swaraj, 
2. Swadeshi, 
3. national education, and 
4. boycott. 

 � For Tilak, Swaraj was self-government. He 
believed that with Swaraj, everyone would 
be free and have the right to participate in 
the government.
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 � Mahatma Gandhi’s quotes on freedom, 
religion and service “My religion is based 
on truth and non-violence. Truth is my 
God. Non-violence is the means of realising 
Him.”

 � Subhash Chandra Bose, also known as 
Netaji, is credited with coining the slogan 
“Dilli Chalo”. Bose used the slogan in 
1944 to motivate the Indian National 
Army (INA) as they began their military 
campaign against Burma. 

 � On July 6, 1943, Bose gave his famous “Dilli 
Chalo” speech at the Padang, a large field in 
Singapore. The speech was a call to arms for 
the INA, which Bose had formed with the 
help of the Japanese. 

 � The slogan “Chalo Delhi” has been used by 
several organizations and individuals for 
different purposes. For example, the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) used the slogan in their 
election campaign for the Delhi Legislative 
Assembly elections in 2015. 

 � Subhas Chandra Bose, also known as Netaji, 
is credited with saying “You give me blood, 
I will give you freedom”. He delivered the 
famous speech on July 4, 1944 in Burma 
(present-day Myanmar) to members of the 
Indian National Army. 

 � Bose was born on January 23, 1897 in 
Cuttack, Odisha, and is known for his role 
in India’s independence movement.

111. The partition of Bengal was undertaken 
with the view of  

(a)  Suppressing the revolt arisen
(b)  Satisfying the Hindus and the Muslims
(c) Meeting the demand by the Hindus 

and the Muslims for a separate State
(d)  Dividing the Hindus of the West 

and the West Bengal and increasing 
Hindu-Muslim tensions

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Partition of Bengal in 1905 was a 
territorial reorganization of the Bengal 
Presidency by the British Raj authorities. 
The partition separated the largely Muslim 
eastern areas from the largely Hindu 
western areas. 

The reasons cited for the partition 
include:

1.  Administrative convenience
2.  Splitting the Bengali population
3.  Restricting the influence of the 

Bengali politicians
4.  In response to riots against the policies 

caused by the Swadeshi movement
5.  To foster division 

 � The partition was announced on July 16, 
1905 by Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy of 
India. The partition was implemented on 
October 16, 1905.

 � The partition animated the Muslims to 
form their own national organization along 
communal lines. The Swadeshi movement 
was started in response to the partition 
in 1905. The movement advocated for the 
boycott of British goods and the promotion 
of Indian-made goods, and it played a 
significant role in the Indian independence 
movement.

112. Which of the following pairs are correct? 

1. The Indian Councils 
Act, 1909

Provincial 
Autonomy

2. The Government of 
Act, 1919 

Introduction of 
India Dyarchy

3. The Government 
Act, 1935 

Proposal for a 
Federation of India

4. The Indian Act, 1947 Provincial   
Independence 
Legislature

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below :

(a)  1 and 4 
(b)  2 and 3
(c)  1 and 3 
(d)  2 and 4 

Explanation :  (B)

The Indian Councils Act of 1909 :

 � It is also known as the Morley–Minto or 
Minto–Morley Reforms, was a series of 
reforms passed by the British Parliament in 
1909. The act increased the involvement of 
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Indians in the governance of British India 
and formally introduced the principle of 
elections in India for the first time. 

 � The act introduced the concept of “separate 
electorate” and increased the size of the 
legislative councils at the center and 
the provinces. The act also enhanced 
the functions of the legislative councils, 
allowing members to ask supplementary 
questions, move resolutions on the budget, 
and vote for separate items for the budget 
of the country. 

 � The act was formulated by John Morley, 
secretary of state for India (1905–10). With 
the help of Krishna G. Gupta (Indian Civil 
Service officer) and Sayyid Husain Bilgrami 
(member of the Indian Muslim League), 
John Morley was able to bring a resolution 
in the British parliament.

The Government of India Act of 1919 :

 � It was a law passed by the British Parliament 
to increase Indian participation in the 
government of India. The act was also 
known as the Councils Act of 1919. It was 
in effect from 1919 to 1929.

 � The act introduced the concept of 
responsible government and a federal 
structure with a unitary bias. It also 
established a dual system of government, 
with one accountable government and one 
not accountable.

The act also introduced:

1.  Bicameralism
2.  Direct elections
3.  The concept of separate electorate
4.  The office of High Commissioner for 

India in London 

The act also included matters related to 
specific provinces, such as:

 � Public health, Local self-government, 
Education, General administration, 
Medical facilities, Land revenue, Water 
supply, Famine relief, Law and order, 
Agriculture.
The Government of India Act of 1935 :

 � It was a milestone in the history of the 

Government of India. It was the last 
constitution given to India by the British 
before the country gained independence in 
1947.

The Act was based on the following:

1. Simon Commission Report
2. Recommendations of the Round 

Table Conferences
3. The White Paper published by the 

British government in 1933
4. Report of the Joint Select Committees 

The Act’s features include:

1. Federal system: The act established 
a federal system of the Indian 
Government.

2. Division of powers: The act divided 
powers between the center and the 
provinces.

3. Establishment of an all-Indian 
Federation: The act provided for 
the establishment of an all-Indian 
Federation consisting of provinces 
and princely states as units.

4. Abolition of provincial dyarchy: 
The act abolished the system of 
provincial dyarchy and suggested the 
establishment of dyarchy at the center. 

 � The Act was first published on August 2, 
1935 and received royal assent in August 
1935. It was the longest Act that the British 
Parliament ever enacted until the Greater 
London Authority Act 1999 surpassed it.

The Indian Independence Act of 1947 :

 � It was passed by the British Parliament on 
July 5, 1947 and received royal assent on 
July 18, 1947. The act granted independence 
to India and Pakistan on August 15, 1947.

•	 The act partitioned British India into two 
new independent dominions: 
1. India and 
2. Pakistan. 

 � Pakistan was divided into two territories: 
West Pakistan and East Pakistan, which is 
now Bangladesh. The act also separated the 
Muslim, Hindu, and Sikh populations. 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official350Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

The act also:

1. Abolished the title of the “Emperor of 
India” from the British Crown

2. Abolished the position of the Secretary 
of States for India and the office of the 
Viceroy

3. Allowed for a joint Governor-General 
if both parties agreed

4. Allowed both states’ constituent 
assemblies to draft constitutions for 
their own countries

113. Lord Wellesley greatly extended the 
British dominion in India through  

(a)  Doctrine Lapse
(b)  Subsidiary Alliance
(c)  Partitioning of Indian States
(d)  Annexing the princely States 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lord Wellesley, the British Governor-
General of India from 1798 to 1805, 
expanded the British dominion in India 
through the Subsidiary Alliance system. 
This system brought the princely kingdoms 
under British rule. 

The Subsidiary Alliance system required 
Indian rulers to:

1. Pay a subsidy to the British for the 
maintenance of the British army

2. Dissolve their own armed forces
3. Accept British forces in their territory 

 � In exchange, the British would protect the 
rulers from their enemies and promised 
not to interfere in the internal affairs of the 
allied state. However, they rarely followed 
through on this promise.

 � Lord Wellesley also relied on war and 
assuming the territories of formerly 
subordinated rulers to achieve political 
control over India.

The Doctrine of Lapse :

 � It was a policy used by the East India 
Company to annex princely states in 
the Indian subcontinent. The policy was 
devised by Lord Dalhousie, the Governor-

General of India from 1848 to 1856, to 
deal with questions of succession to Hindu 
Indian states. 

 � The policy was applied until 1858, when 
the British Raj took over rule from the East 
India Company. The policy was based on 
the British belief that they had a moral and 
legal obligation to modernize and stabilize 
Indian states. 

 � The policy stated that any princely state 
or territory under the British East India 
Company would automatically be annexed 
if the ruler died without a male heir. Satara 
was the first state annexed under the 
doctrine of lapse in 1848.

 � The policy was a main political cause for 
the great revolt of 1857. In 1857, a group 
of Indian rulers formed a secret society 
called the “Sepoy Mutiny” to overthrow 
the East India Company. This uprising was 
unsuccessful, but it did lead to the end of 
the doctrine of lapse in 1859. 

114. Match the columns:  

A. “Freedom at 
Midnight 1. Mahatma 

Gandhi

B. “Nineteen Eighty 
Four”  2. Sarojini Naidu

C. 

“My Experiments 
with Truth” 
Dominique 

Lapierre

3.  Larry 
Collins

D. “The Song of India” 4. George Orwell

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  3 4 2 1 
(b) 4 1 2 3
(c) 3 4 1 2  
(d)  4 1 3 2

Explanation :  (C)

Freedom at Midnight :
 � It is a 1975 non-fiction book by Larry 

Collins and Dominique Lapierre. The book 
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is about the events surrounding the Indian 
independence movement and partition. 
The story begins with the appointment of 
Lord Mountbatten of Burma as the last 
Viceroy of British India and ends with 
the assassination and funeral of Mahatma 
Gandhi.

George Orwell wrote Nineteen Eighty-
Four :

 � The dystopian novel was published in 1949 
as a warning against totalitarianism. It was 
Orwell’s ninth and final book completed 
during his lifetime. 

 � The novel follows Winston Smith, a 
low-ranking member of the Party, who 
is frustrated by the Party’s control over 
people’s lives. The Party controls everything, 
including exercise, jobs, thoughts, and 
relationships. If the Party doesn’t like 
someone, they can vaporize that person. 
The Party also controls the past and what 
people can remember about it. 

 � Nineteen Eighty-Four made a deep 
impression on readers, and its ideas entered 
mainstream culture. The term “Orwellian” 
is now a universal shorthand for anything 
repressive or totalitarian.

The Story of My Experiments with 
Truth is an autobiography by Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi :

 � It covers Gandhi’s life from early childhood 
through 1921.  Gandhi wrote the book in 
weekly installments from 1925 to 1929 in 
his journal Navjivan. 

 � The book is about Gandhi’s quest for 
freedom for India and his inspiration of 
millions with his willpower and actions. 
It explores Gandhi’s life, principles, and 
nonviolent philosophy. The introduction 
describes his search for truth, and the 
conclusion summarizes it, demonstrating 
the overall message.

•	 The Song Of India : Sarojini Naidu

115. Sepoy mutiny of 1857 failed due to the   

(a)  Lack of effective organisation
(b)  Lack of unity of purpose

(c)  Lack of unified system of leadership 
(d)  All of the above

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Sepoy Mutiny, also known as the 
Indian Mutiny, was an uprising against 
the British East India Company’s rule in 
1857–58. The rebellion began on May 10, 
1857, when sepoys, or Indian soldiers, in 
the British East India Company’s army 
rebelled in Meerut, a garrison town 
northeast of Delhi. The rebellion spread to 
other areas, including Delhi, Agra, Kanpur, 
and Lucknow, and eventually involved 
the masses. The rebellion was contained 
in 1858 when the rebels were defeated in 
Gwalior on June 20, 1858.

The rebellion had many causes, including:

1. The British East India Company’s 
attempts to develop the Indian 
economy and legal system

2. The British paramountcy
3. The doctrine of lapse
4. The refusal of Enfield cartridges
5. The introduction of a new cartridge 

for the Enfield rifle, which was 
wrapped in paper coated in grease to 
make it easier to load 

 � The British granted amnesty to all rebels not 
involved in murder on November 1, 1858, 
but did not declare the hostilities to have 
officially ended until July 8, 1859. By the 
end of the rebellion, over 50,000 sepoys had 
died or been executed, and another 100,000 
civilians were killed by British efforts to put 
down the rebellion. 

The 1857 Mutiny failed due to a number 
of reasons, including:

1. Lack of planning and leadership
2. Lack of unity
3. Poor organization
4. Lack of common ideal
5. Lack of mass support
6. Administrative causes
7. Discontent among sepoys
8. Organizational and military
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9. superiority of the English side
10. Poor arms and equipment
11. Lack of spirit of nationalism
12. Lack of pan-India participation
13. Lack of all class participation
14. No support from the ruling class
15. The common people lost faith in 

Indian soldiers 

Other causes include:

1. Rampant corruption in company’s 
administration

2. Complex judicial system
3. The character of British rule imparted 

a foreign and alien outlook
4. Exclusion of natives from the higher 

administrative posts
5. Misgovernance
6. Conditions of service in the 

Company’s Army and cantonments 
increasingly came into conflict

7. The rebels fought with old-fashioned 
weapons while the British used all 
modern weapons

8. In many places the people were scared 
by the cruelty of the rebels

116. Gandhiji started the Dandi March   

(a)  To demonstrate against the policies of 
British

(b)  To break the salt law
(c)  To boycott foreign goods
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (B)

 � In 1930, Mahatma Gandhi and other 
nationalists started the Dandi March, also 
known as the Salt Satyagraha, to protest the 
British Raj’s tax on salt. 

 � The Salt Act of 1882 gave the British a 
monopoly on salt production and heavy 
taxes on it. Gandhi believed it was sinful to 
tax salt, an essential food item. He marched 
from Sabarmati to Dandi, a village in 
Gujarat, India, with followers to protest the 
tax. The march lasted 24 days, starting on 
March 12, 1930, and thousands of people 

participated. In 2019, the National Salt 
Satyagraha Memorial opened in Dandi to 
commemorate the march.

117. Assertion (A): The First War of Indian 
Independence started in 1857.  

Reason (R): The soldiers refused to use the 
greased cartridges.

(a) if A and R both are correct and R is 
the correct explanation of A

(b)  if A and R both are correct but R is 
not the correct explanation of A

(c)  if A is incorrect but R is correct 
(d)  if A is correct but R is incorrect

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indian Rebellion of 1857, also known 
as the First War of Independence, began 
on May 10, 1857 in Meerut. The rebellion 
was an uprising against the rule of the 
British East India Company, which acted as 
a sovereign power on behalf of the British 
Crown.

 � The revolt began as a mutiny of sepoys in 
the company’s army in Meerut, and then 
spread to other areas, including Delhi, 
Agra, Kanpur, and Lucknow. The rebellion 
was unsuccessful in ousting the British 
from the country. 

The causes of the revolt include:

1. Company rule: About two-thirds of 
the country was under the East India 
Company’s rule.

2. Land taxes: People were discontent 
with the land taxes taken by the Brit-
ish government.

3. Seizure of kingdoms: The British 
seized many kingdoms and princely 
states.

4. Desire for freedom: People wanted 
freedom from foreign rule. 

 � The British granted amnesty to all rebels 
not involved in murder on November 1, 
1858, but did not declare the hostilities to 
have formally ended until July 8, 1859. 

 � Mangal Pandey was the first soldier to 
refuse to use the greased cartridges of the 
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new Enfield rifles in March 1857. Pandey 
was a sepoy in the 34th Bengal Native 
Infantry regiment of the British East India 
Company. 

 � Pandey’s attack on British officers on March 
29, 1857, was the first major incident 
of what came to be known as the Sepoy 
Mutiny. Pandey was hanged to death for 
attacking his officers in Barrackpore, on 29 
March 1857.

 � The soldiers refused to use the cartridges 
because they were believed to be greased 
with animal fat that was offensive to Hindus 
and Muslims. The cartridges were made in 
England and were carried by the sepoys 
from 1855 to 1857 to check whether they 
could resist Indian weather.

118. The Swaraj Party was founded by Motilal 
Nehru in  

(a)  1947 
(b)  1952
(c)  1923 
(d)  1929

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Swaraj Party was founded by Motilal 
Nehru and Chittaranjan Das on January 1, 
1923.

 � In 1929, Jawaharlal Nehru was elected as 
Congress president. Jawaharlal had opposed 
his father’s preference for dominion status, 
and had not left the Congress Party when 
Motilal helped found the Swaraj Party.

1986

119. ‘Go back to the Vedas’ was the motto of  

(a)  Swami Vivekananda
(b)  Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
(c)  Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
(d)  M. G. Ranade

Explanation :  (C)
 � Swami Dayanand Saraswati is credited with 

the slogan “Go back to the Vedas”. Saraswati 
was a social reformer and the founder 
of Arya Samaj in 1875. He believed that 
the Vedas contained religious truths and 
fundamental knowledge relevant to society. 

He also believed that the Vedas contained 
messages of equality, parity, and reform. 

 � Saraswati’s slogan was intended to connect 
society with its roots. He believed that this 
would help abolish untouchability and idol 
worship, and instill the belief in people that 
there is only one God. Saraswati was born 
in Gujarat in 1824, and is sometimes called 
the “Martin Luther of India”.

 � Some of his major works include Satyarth 
Prakash, Satyarth Bhumika, Sanskarvidhi, 
Rigvedadi Bhashya Bhumika, Rigved 
Bhashyam, and Yajurved Bhashyam. He 
also founded the Paropakarini Sabha in 
Ajmer to publish and preach his works and 
Vedic texts.

120. Arrange the following in a chronological 
order 

1. Foundation of Muslim League
2. Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 
3. Khilafat Movement
4. Civil Disobedience Movement 

The correct order is 

(a)  1, 3, 2, 4  
(b)  1, 2, 3, 4 
(c)  4, 2, 1, 2  
(d)  2, 4, 1, 3

Explanation :  (B)

The All-India Muslim League (AIML) :

 � It was established on December 30, 1906, in 
Dhaka. The league was created to represent 
the interests of Indian Muslims in a country 
made up of mostly Hindus. The league was 
an important topic in the Indian struggle 
for independence. 

 � The league led the movement for a separate 
Muslim nation during the partition of 
British India in 1947. The Two-Nation 
theory argued for a different state for the 
Muslims of the British Indian Empire. This 
interpretation promised a democratic state 
where Muslims and non-Muslims would 
be treated equally. The league was initially 
encouraged by the British, who were 
generally favorable to their rule.
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The Jallianwala Bagh massacre :

 � It is also known as the Amritsar massacre, 
took place on April 13, 1919. The massacre 
was a turning point in India’s independence 
struggle. On that day, a large group of 
peaceful protesters gathered in Jallianwala 
Bagh, a public garden in Amritsar, Punjab, 
India.

 � The protesters were celebrating Baisakhi 
and wanted to protest the arrest and 
deportation of two national leaders, 
Satyapal and Saifuddin Kitchlew. General 
Reginald Dyer ordered British Indian Army 
soldiers to fire on the unarmed civilians. 
The soldiers fired for about ten minutes, 
killing an estimated 379 people and 
injuring more than a thousand. The victims 
included men, women, and children. The 
incident led to widespread condemnation, 
with Winston Churchill describing the day 
as “monstrous”.

The Khilafat Movement :

 � It was a political campaign that took place 
from 1919–1924.It was a protest by Indian 
Muslims against British policies towards 
Turkey and the Ottoman Empire after 
World War I. The movement’s goal was to 
pressure the British government to keep 
the Ottoman Sultan as Caliph of Islam after 
the Ottoman Empire’s breakup. 

 � The movement also aimed to unite the 
Muslim community in India behind the 
broader Indian nationalist movement. It 
sought to address Turkey’s grievances and 
promote Hindu-Muslim unity. 

 � The movement was abruptly called off on 
February 12, 1922, at Gandhiji’s insistence, 
following the news of the Chauri Chaura 
incident.
The Civil Disobedience Movement 
(CDM) :

 � It was a significant event in India’s fight 
for independence from British rule 
in 1930. The movement originated in 
Calcutta (present-day Kolkata) and spread 
throughout Bengal. 

 � Civil disobedience is when a citizen refuses 
to obey certain laws, demands, orders, 

or commands of a government. Some 
definitions say that civil disobedience must 
be nonviolent to be considered “civil”.

 � The CDM was a direct-action campaign 
of tax resistance and nonviolent protest 
against the British salt monopoly. It was 
led by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
and originated with the Dandi March, also 
known as the Salt March and the Dandi 
Satyagraha. 

Gandhi made 11 demands to the British 
government, including:

1. Releasing political prisoners
2. Accepting the Postal
3. Reservation Bill
4. Reducing the rupee-sterling exchange 

ratio
5. Introducing textile protection
6. Reserving coastal shipping for Indians
7. Reducing land revenue by 50% 

 � The British did not respond to Gandhi’s 
demands, and the CDM was withdrawn 
in 1931 when Gandhi signed the “Gandhi-
Irwin” pact. 

Some reasons that paved the way for the 
CDM include:

1. The formation of the Simon 
Commission

2. The rejection of the demand for 
Dominion Status

3. Demonstrations against the detention 
of social revolutionaries

Some examples of civil disobedience 
movements:

1. Salt March
2. Khilafat movement : This mass civil 

disobedience movement included 
the non-payment of taxes and the 
establishment of national schools and 
colleges.

3. The Karachi session : This landmark 
session was held in 1931, immediately 
after the Gandhi-Irwin pact. It 
brought to an end the first phase of 
the civil disobedience movement that 
had begun with the Dandi March.
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121. Which of the following statements is true 
about Annie Besant?  

1. She was the President of Indian 
National Congress

2. She was the founder of the Asiatic 
Society

3. She was the founder of the 
Theosophical Society 

Codes:

(a)  1 and 2  
(b)  1 and 3
(c)  1 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � Annie Besant became the first woman 
president of the Indian National Congress 
(INC) in 1917. She was a British citizen, 
a socialist, women’s rights activist, author, 
and politician. 

 � Besant was a strong supporter of the 
Indian self-government movement and 
contributed to many social reforms in 
India. In 1916, she launched the Home Rule 
League with Lokmanya Tilak to campaign 
for democracy in India and dominion status 
within the Empire. She also co-founded the 
Banaras Hindu University. 

 � Besant was also a political and religious 
activist with feminist ideas. She fought 
for the freedom of thought, secularism, 
women’s right, birth control, workers right 
and Fabian socialism.

 � Sir William Jones, a British lawyer and 
Orientalist, founded the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal on January 15, 1784. The society’s 
main focus was to study Hindu culture and 
philosophy, and to examine the importance 
of the Sanskrit language. 

 � The Asiatic Society is located at Park Street, 
Kolkata, West Bengal, India. It includes 
a library, museum, and the Journal of the 
Asiatic Society.

 � The Theosophical Society was founded in 
New York City in 1875 by Helena Petrovna 
Blavatsky, Colonel Henry Steel Olcott, 
William Quan Judge, and 16 others. The 

society’s headquarters were established in 
Adyar, India in 1882.

 � The society’s main objectives were to 
promote the study of ancient religions 
and philosophies and to form a universal 
brotherhood of man without distinction of 
race, color, or creed. 

 � In 1893, Mrs. Annie Besant took over the 
leadership of the Society after the death of 
Olcott. The movement was popularized by 
Annie Besant in India.

122. Arrange the following in a chronological 
order:  

1. Dandi March 
2. Simon Commission
3. Poona Pact 
4. Gandhi Irwin Pact

The correct order is

(a)  1, 2, 3, 4 
(b)   3, 2, 1, 4
(c)  2, 1, 4, 3 
(d)   3, 4, 1, 2 

Explanation :  (C)

The Simon Commission :
 � It is also known as the Indian Statutory 

Commission, was a group of seven 
British Parliament members who studied 
constitutional reform in India in 1927. The 
commission was appointed by the British 
Conservative government in November 
1927 to report on the working of the Indian 
constitution. The commission’s chairman 
was Sir John Simon. 

 � The      Simon   Commission’s   
recommendations included giving 
more autonomy to Indian provincial 
governments, but keeping a veto for the 
Viceroy. The Simon Report was important 
in the constitutional discussion that led to 
the Government of India Act of 1935.

 � The commission was boycotted by Indians 
because all its members were Englishmen 
and the commission had no Indian member. 
The slogan “Simon Go Back” became one 
of the most enduring slogans of the Indian 
freedom struggle.
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The Dandi March :

 � It is also known as the Salt March, was a 
nonviolent civil disobedience campaign led 
by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi from 
March 12, 1930 to April 6, 1930.

 � The march was a protest against the British 
salt monopoly, which was established 
by the 1882 Salt Act. The act gave the 
British a monopoly on the collection and 
manufacture of salt, and levied a tax on it. 

 � Gandhi and other nationalists believed that 
taxing salt was sinful because it is a basic 
food item. The march was a centerpiece 
of the 1930 Salt Satyagraha, which was a 
protest against the increasingly repressive 
salt tax. 

 � The march began with a core group of 
followers, and hundreds more joined 
them along the way. On April 5, the group 
reached Dandi after a 240-mile (385 km) 
journey. 

 � Gandhi was arrested in early May after 
informing the British governor of India of 
his intention to march on the Dharasana 
saltworks. News of Gandhi’s imprisonment 
led tens of thousands more Indians to join 
the satyagraha. 

 � The Dandi March and Gandhi’s satyagraha 
teachings had a significant influence on 
American activists like Martin Luther King 
Jr. and James Bevel during the Civil Rights 
Movement in the 1960s.

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact :

 � It was a political agreement signed on 
March 5, 1931 between Mahatma Gandhi 
and Lord Irwin, the Viceroy of India.  

 � The pact marked the end of a period of 
civil disobedience, or satyagraha, in India 
against British rule. The pact aimed to 
resolve the civil disobedience movement 
and ease political tensions in India. 

Some of the demands made in the pact 
include:

1. Withdrawing all ordinances and 
prosecutions

2. Releasing all political prisoners

3. Restoring the confiscated properties 
of the satyagrahis

4. Permitting the free collection or 
manufacture of salt 

 � In the pact, Gandhi promises to discontinue 
the Satyagraha Campaign and Irwin 
promises to release those Indians arrested 
for salt production.

The Poona Pact :

 � It was an agreement signed in 1932 between 
Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 
The pact was signed in Yerwada Central 
Jail, Poona, on September 24, 1932.

 � The pact was a negotiated settlement 
that significantly shaped the political 
representation of the depressed classes, 
now known as Scheduled Castes (SC).

The pact’s terms included:

1. Guaranteed fair representation of the 
depressed classes in public services

2. Reserved 147 seats for the depressed 
classes in the legislature

3. Earmarked a portion of the 
educational grant for the depressed 
classes

4. Accepted a joint electorate
 � Abandoned the principle of a separate 

electorate 
 � The pact also gave reserved seats for 

depressed classes in the central and 
provincial legislative councils. 

 � The pact was significant because it stopped 
Mahatma Gandhi’s fast-unto-death action. 
Gandhi did not want to slow down the 
process of integrating Dalits. The pact 
marked the start of the movement against 
“untouchability” within the Indian 
nationalist movement.

123. Match the columns:

A) Rajendra Prasad 1. “A Nation in the 
Making”

B) Dilip Mukherjee 2. “India Divided”

C) S. N. Bannerjee 3. “My Experiments 
with Truth”

D) Mahatma Gandhi 4. “The Terrorists”
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Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  2 1 4 3
(b)   2 4 1 3
(c)  4 2 3 1
(d)   2 4 3 1

Explanation :  (B)

 � A Nation in the Making is a 1925 
biography by Surendranath Banerjee. It is 
the autobiography of a pioneering Indian 
political leader and a commentary on public 
life. Banerjee, also known as Rashtraguru, 
was one of the first political leaders during 
British rule.

 � Rajendra Prasad was the writer of India 
Divided. The book was written to oppose 
the division of the country. Rajendra Prasad 
was the first president of India, serving 
from 1950 to 1962. 

 � The Story of My Experiments with 
Truth is an autobiography by Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi. The book is about 
Gandhi’s life, principles, and nonviolent 
philosophy. It covers his life from early 
childhood through to 1921. Gandhi wrote 
the book in weekly installments and 
published it in his journal Navjivan from 
1925 to 1929. 

•	 “The Terrorists” : Dilip Mukherjee

124. Which of the following proposals were 
made by the Cripps Mission?  

1. Participation of Indian States in the 
Constitution making body

2. Forming separate State for the 
Muslims

3. Election of the Constitution-making 
body by the members of the lower 
house of the Provincial Legislature

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given  below.

(a)  1 and 2
(b)  1 and 3
(c)  2 and 3
(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Cripps Mission was sent to India in 
1942 to gain support for World War II.

The mission’s main proposals were:

1. Dominion status: Create an Indian 
Union with dominion status after the 
war.

2. Constituent Assembly: Set up a body 
to make a constitution for India after 
the war. The members of the assembly 
would be partly elected by the provin-
cial assemblies and partly nominated 
by the princes.

3. Right to secede: Allow provinces that 
are unwilling to accept the constitu-
tion to either maintain their current 
constitutional status or frame their 
own constitution.

4. Treaty: After the constitution is 
formed, there will be a treaty between 
Britain and India to set up a frame-
work for transferring political power 
to India.

5. Relations with the Commonwealth: 
Allow the Indian Union to decide its 
relations with the Commonwealth.

6. Participation in international bod-
ies: Allow the Indian Union to partic-
ipate in the United Nations and other 
international bodies. 

 � The Cripps Mission was rejected by the 
INC, the Muslim League, and other Indian 
groups. The British saw the proposals as 
too radical, and the INC, who wanted 
complete independence, saw them as too 
conservative.

125. The founder of Asiatic Society was  

(a)  William Jones
(b)  Annie Besant
(c)  William Kerry 
(d)  Havell

Explanation :  (A)

 � Sir William Jones founded the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal in 1784. Jones was a 
British lawyer and Orientalist who wanted 
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to encourage Oriental studies. The society 
was established to study the history, 
culture, antiquities, laws, arts, sciences, and 
literature of Asia. 

 � Jones’s ideas about the importance of 
Hindu culture and learning, and the role 
of Sanskrit in Aryan languages, were 
expressed through the society.

 � In 1832, the name was changed to “The 
Asiatic Society of Bengal” and in 1936 it 
was renamed “The Royal Asiatic Society of 
Bengal”.

126. “Poverty and Un-British Rule in India” 
was written by   

(a)  Dadabhai Naoroji 
(b)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(c)  Sardar Patel
(d)  Madan Mohan Malviya

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji wrote Poverty and Un-
British Rule in India in 1901. The book is 
a study of the difference between British 
liberal ideas and the reality of British rule 
in India.

 � In the book, Naoroji criticizes the economic 
impact of British rule and argues that British 
economic policies extracted wealth from 
India to finance Britain’s industries. This 
theory is known as the “drain of wealth”. 
Naoroji also argues that British rule was 
despotic and destructive to Indians. 

 � Naoroji was a former Liberal member 
of parliament, founder and some-time 
president of the Indian National Congress, 
and merchant. At the time of writing he 
was living in Britain.

127. Rajagopalachari’s formula was   

(a) Merger of princely States
(b)  Formulation of a separate Muslim 

State 
(c)  Plebiscite to Muslims whether they 

should form a separate State
(d)  Forming a Constituent Assembly

Explanation :  (C)

 � The CR Formula, it is also known as the Rajaji 
Formula, was a proposal by Chakravarti 
Rajagopalachari in 1944. The formula was 
an attempt to resolve the political impasse 
between the Indian National Congress and 
the All India Muslim League over British 
India’s independence.

The formula’s main provisions were:

1. The Muslim League would support the 
Congress’s desire for independence

2. A plebiscite would be held in areas 
where Muslims were in the majority

3. After the War of Independence, a 
committee would be set to demarcate 
those areas that have a Muslim 
majority and administer an election

4. In case the country undergoes a 
situation of partition, the fields 
of defense, communication, and 
commerce should be safeguarded by 
the authority 

 � In 1950, Rajagopalachari also presented 
a proposal to address the demand for 
linguistic states in India. The formula 
suggested reorganizing the existing 
provinces into autonomous linguistic 
zones.

128. Which of the following Acts was 
introduced by the Britishers to remove 
the shortcomings of the Regulating Act?  

(a)  Pitt’s India Act, 1784
(b)  Rowlatt Act
(c)  The Charter Act of 1793
(d)  Government of India Act 1919 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Pitt’s India Act 1784 or the East India 
Company Act 1784 was passed in the 
British Parliament to rectify the defects of 
the Regulating Act 1773. 

The Pitt’s India Act of 1784 :

 � It is also known as the East India Company 
Act of 1784, was a British Parliament act 
that established a dual system of control 
over British India. The act was named 
after British prime minister William Pitt 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official359Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

the Younger and was intended to address 
the shortcomings of the Regulating Act of 
1773.

 � The act established the British government’s 
authority over the East India Company’s 
rule in India. The act also distinguished 
between the company’s commercial and 
political functions. The act was in effect 
until 1858.

Some other outcomes of the Pitt’s India 
Act:

1. Governor-General :

 � The act reduced the number of members 
required in the Governor-General’s 
council. The Governor-General also gained 
veto power and lost their military powers.

2. Board of Control :

 � The act established a Board of Control 
to manage the Company’s civil, military, 
and revenue affairs. The Board of Control 
included the chancellor of exchequer and a 
secretary of state.

3. Property disclosure :

 � The act required civil and military officers 
to disclose their properties in India and 
Britain within two months of joining. 
Corrupt officers faced severe punishments.

4. Capital :

 � The act made Calcutta the capital of the 
British Indian colonies.

5. Subservience :

 � The act made the Madras and Bombay 
presidencies subservient to the Bengal 
Presidency.

6. The Charter Act of 1793 :

 � This Act continued the company’s rule over 
the British territories in India. It continued 
the company’s trade monopoly in India for 
another 20 years.

 � The Act established that “acquisition of 
sovereignty by the subjects of the Crown 
is on behalf of the Crown and not in its 
own right,” which clearly stated that the 

company’s political functions were on 
behalf of the British government. The 
company’s dividends were allowed to be 
raised to 10%.

 � The Governor-General was given more 
powers. He could override his council’s 
decision under certain circumstances.

 � He was also given authority over the 
governors of Madras and Bombay.

 � When the Governor-General was present 
in Madras or Bombay, he would supersede 
in authority over the governors of Madras 
and Bombay.

 � In the Governor-General’s absence from 
Bengal, he could appoint a Vice President 
from among the civilian members of his 
Council.

 � The composition of the Board of Control 
changed. It was to have a President and two 
junior members, who were not necessarily 
members of the Privy Council.

 � The salaries of the staff and the Board 
of Control were also now charged to the 
company.

 � After all expenses, the company had to pay 
the British government Rs.5 Lakhs from 
the Indian revenue annually.

 � Senior company officials were barred 
from leaving India without permission. 
If they did so, it would be considered as a 
resignation.

 � The company was granted the authority to 
grant licenses to individuals and company 
employees to carry on trade in India. This 
was known as ‘privilege’ or ‘country trade’. 
This led to shipments of opium to China.

 � This Act separated the revenue 
administration and the judiciary functions 
of the company leading to the disappearance 
of Maal Adalats (revenue courts).

129. Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit Pathshala was 
the place where  

(a)  The first session of Indian National 
Congress was held

(b)  Max Mueller came to study Sanskrit
(c)  AO. Hume used to live
(d)  Gandhiji made his first Ashram
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Explanation :  (A)

 � Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit Pathshala in 
Bombay was the birthplace of the Indian 
National Congress. The first meeting of the 
Indian National Congress was held there 
in 1885, with 72 delegates in attendance. 
The event was presided over by Womesh 
Chandra Banerjee. 

 � The meeting was originally scheduled 
to take place in Poona, but was moved 
to Bombay due to a cholera outbreak. 
The college was established by Gujarati 
businessman Gokuldas Tejpal (1822–1867).

 � Mohandas Gandhi, the leader of India’s 
independence movement, established his 
first ashram in India on May 25, 1915.

 � The ashram was located in the Kochrab area 
of Ahmedabad, Gujarat, and was named 
Satyagraha Ashram. The name Satyagraha 
Ashram was based on Gandhi’s belief 
that India’s independence from British 
rule should be achieved through peaceful 
means. 

 � The ashram was originally a European-style 
bungalow given to Gandhi by his friend, the 
barrister Jivanlal Desai. In 1917, the ashram 
was moved to a plot of land on the banks of 
the Sabarmati River. The new location was 
used for experiments in farming, animal 
husbandry, and cow breeding.

130. Swaraj Party was formed after the failure 
of  

(a)  Quit India Movement
(b)  Satyagraha Movement
(c)  Noncooperation Movement
(d)  Civil Disobedience Movement

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Swaraj Party was formed after the 
failure of the Non-Cooperation Movement. 
The Non-Cooperation Movement was 
launched on August 1, 1920 by the Indian 
National Congress (INC) under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.

131. Arrange the following in a chronological 
order  

1. Surat Split
2. Formation of Muslim League
3. Partition of Bengal
4. Regulating Act.

The correct Order is:

(a)  1, 2, 3, 4 
(b)  4, 3, 2, 1
(c)  2, 1, 4, 3 
(d)  2, 3, 4, 1

Explanation :.  (B)

The Regulating Act of 1773 :

 � It was a law passed by the British Parliament 
to reform the East India Company’s 
management and rule in India. It was also 
known as the East India Company Act of 
1772.

 � The act was the first step taken by the 
British government to control and regulate 
the affairs of the East India Company in 
India. It acknowledged the company’s 
political and administrative functions for 
the first time. 

The act’s provisions included:

1. Requiring the company’s court of 
directors to report to the British 
government on revenue, civil, and 
military affairs in India

2. Limiting the court of directors’ tenure 
to four years 

 � The act was introduced to address the 
company’s misgovernance, which had led 
to bankruptcy in the country. 

 � The Regulating Act and the India Act 
(1784) established government control of 
political policy. The company’s commercial 
monopoly was broken in 1813, and from 
1834 it was merely a managing agency for 
the British government of India. It lost that 
role after the Indian Mutiny (1857).
The Partition of Bengal in 1905 :

 � It was a territorial reorganization of the 
Bengal Presidency by the British Raj. The 
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partition separated the largely Muslim 
eastern areas from the largely Hindu 
western areas. The partition was announced 
by Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India at 
the time, and came into effect during his 
viceroyalty. 

 � The partition left a significant minority 
of Hindus in East Bengal and Muslims in 
West Bengal. The Muslims supported the 
partition because they would have their 
own province, but the Hindus opposed it. 
The partition marked the start of the Indian 
National Congress’ transformation from a 
middle-class political organization into a 
wide-ranging growing movement. 

 � The partition brought the province 
to the brink of open rebellion. British 
officials argued that the province’s size 
made it difficult to handle and led to the 
marginalization of the poorer eastern part.

The All-India Muslim League (AIML) :

 � It was established on December 30, 1906, in 
Dhaka. The league was created to represent 
the interests of Indian Muslims in a country 
made up of mostly Hindus. The league was 
an important topic in the Indian struggle 
for independence. 

 � The league led the movement for a separate 
Muslim nation during the partition of 
British India in 1947.The Two-Nation 
theory argued for a different state for the 
Muslims of the British Indian Empire. This 
interpretation promised a democratic state 
where Muslims and non-Muslims would 
be treated equally. The league was initially 
encouraged by the British, who were 
generally favorable to their rule.

The Surat Split :

•	 It was a 1907 event when the Indian 
National Congress (INC) split into two 
groups: 
1. the Moderates and 
2. the Radicals, also known as the 

Extremists. 
 � The split was caused by a disagreement over 

who should be the presidential candidate. 
The Extremists wanted Lala Lajpat Rai, 

while the Moderates supported Rash Bihari 
Ghosh. 

 � The split was a major blow to the INC, and 
the differences between the two groups 
presented an opportunity to the British. 
The INC reunited in 1915. 

 � The Moderates, also known as the Early 
Nationalists, were a group of political 
leaders active between 1885 and 1907. 
They believed that political connections 
with Britain were in India’s best interests 
and that the time wasn’t right for a direct 
challenge to British rule. 

 � The Extremists believed in self-reliance 
as a weapon against domination. They 
promoted Swadeshi and boycotted foreign 
goods.

132. Which of the following pairs is wrongly 
matched? 

(a)  New India Henry cotton
(b)  Khailafat 
       Movement

Maulana Azad

(c)  Communal award McDonald
(d)  Bardoli 
        satyagraha

Sardar Patel 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Annie Besant, a British socialist, women’s 
rights activist, and writer, started the 
newspaper New India in the early 20th 
century. The newspaper was a daily 
publication that highlighted issues related 
to the Indian freedom struggle. Besant 
also used the newspaper to express her 
perspectives through editorials. 

 � In 1915, Besant, who was the proprietor, 
publisher, printer, and editor of the English 
daily Madras Standard, renamed it New 
India. 

 � Besant was a member and later leader of the 
Theosophical Society, which helped spread 
Theosophical beliefs around the world. She 
also supported the Irish Home Rulers in 
her newspaper columns.
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133. Who declared, “ Swaraj had ‘stunk in 
the nostrils’  and that without adequate 
discipline and restraint on the part of the 
people the movement had proved to be a 
‘Himalayan blunder’. ”  

(a)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(b)  Sardar Vallabhabhai patel
(c)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(d)  Subash Chandra Bose

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahatma Gandhi called the Non-
Cooperation Movement a “Himalayan 
Blunder” after the Chauri Chaura incident 
in 1922.

 � Gandhi stated that the movement had 
“proved to be a ‘Himalayan Blunder’ 
without adequate discipline and restraint 
on the part of the people”. 

 � In 1922, on February 5th, protesting people 
in Uttar Pradesh set fire to a police station, 
killing 22 policemen alive. Gandhi called 
off the Non-Cooperation Movement to 
avoid arrest, to avoid Moplah peasants in 
Kerala, and because the movement had 
turned violent. 

 � Gandhi also called the Rowlatt satyagraha a 
“Himalayan Blunder” after being saddened 
by the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre.

134. “Anushilan Samithi” was the terrorist 
organisation with its headquarters at  

(a)  Lahore
(b)  Calcutta
(c)  Chandigarh
(d)  Islamabad

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Anushilan Samiti’s headquarters were 
located in Calcutta, India. The Samiti was 
established in 1902 by Satish Chandra Bose 
and Barrister Praanath Mitra. The Samiti’s 
focus was on physical education and the 
moral development of its members.

 � The Samiti supported revolutionary 
violence to end British rule in India, 
including bombings, assassinations, and 
politically-motivated violence. The Samiti 

was led by the nationalists Aurobindo 
Ghosh and his brother Barindra Ghosh.

 � The Anushilan Samiti was named after 
Bankimchandra’s play Anushilan-Tattva 
or theory of discipline. It was founded 
by Satish Chandra Basu in 1902 after 
encouragement from Sister Nivedita and 
Swami Saradananda. Pramathanath Mitra 
was its main patron. 

 � The Samiti participated in a number of 
revolutionary attacks against the British 
government and interests. The British 
became alarmed by the Samiti’s activities 
and took a number of actions to put an end 
to them.

These actions included:

1. Establishing the Special Branch in the 
Calcutta Police

2. Passing the Defense of India Act 1915
 � The British were alarmed by the 

revolutionary activities of the Samiti and 
took measures to crush it. The activities 
of the Samiti and other parties led to the 
passage of the Defense of India Act in 
1915. After World War One, the Draconian 
Rowlatt Acts were passed to deal with them.

135. Match the columns :   

A) Sir John 
Marshall 

1. Glory of Indian 
Art 

B) H. T. 
Prinsep 

2. History of Indian 
Culture 

C) A. K. Coomara 3. Writer during the 
Swamy time of 
Lord Hastings

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C

(a) 1 2 3 
(b) 3 2 1
(c) 2 3 1
(d) 2 1 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � Sir John Hubert Marshall was English 
director general  of  the Indian 
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Archaeological Survey who in the 1920s was 
responsible for the large-scale excavations 
that revealed Harappa and Mohenjo-daro.

 � At the end of the Third Anglo-Maratha 
War, Prinsep obtained the permission of 
the governor-general to write A History 
of the Political and Military Transactions 
in India during the Administration of the 
Marquis of Hastings.

 � Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy was 
one of the great art historians of the 
twentieth century whose multifaceted 
writings deal primarily with visual art, 
aesthetics, literature and language, folklore, 
mythology, religion, and metaphysics.

136. The First political association in the 
Bombay Presidency was established by   

(a)  Gopal Krishana Gokhale in 1905
(b) S. N. Bannergee in 1894
(c)  Dadabhai Naoroji in 1852
(d)  Annie Besant in 1924

Explanation :  (C)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji, a prominent Indian 
nationalist and social reformer, founded 
the first political association in the Bombay 
Presidency called the Bombay Association 
in 1852. 

 � The association aimed to address the 
political and social issues faced by the 
people of Bombay and promote their 
interests.

 � The Bombay Association played a  
significant role in fostering political 
consciousness and raising awareness 
about the grievances and demands of the 
Indian community. It served as a platform 
for discussions, debates, and organizing 
movements to advocate for reforms and the 
rights of the people.

 � Dadabhai Naoroji’s establishment of the 
Bombay Association laid the foundation 
for future political organizations and 
movements in the Bombay Presidency and 
contributed to the overall development 
of political consciousness and activism in 
India during the colonial period.

137. Which pair among the following had 
the similar views during the national 
movement?  

(a)  Subrahmaniam Bharati and Bal 
Gangadhar 

(b)  Chittaranjan Das and Motilal Nehru
(c)  Chittaranjan Das and Rajagopalachari 
(d)  Mahatma Gandhi and Shaukat Ali

Explanation :  (B) 

 � Gandhi’s decision to withdraw the 
movement in response to the violence at 
Chauri Chaura bewildered a number of 
nationalist leaders who were still in prison, 
CR. Das, Motilal Nehru and others could 
not understand why the entire country had 
to pay the price for the crazy behaviour of 
some people in a remote village.

 � Soon, however, two main groups 
emerged within the Congress Ansari, 
Rajagopalachari, Kasturiranga Iyengar 
and staunch Gandhians like Vallabh-Bhai 
Patel and Rajendra Prasad advocated 
concentration on the Gandhian 
constructive rural work, while Motilal 
Nehru, Vithalbhai Patel and Hakim Ajmal 
Khan, supported by C.R. Das, president 
of the Gaya Congress (December,1922), 
put forward a radical justification for the 
proposal of council entry. Das and Motilal 
Nehru went ahead to set up a Swaraj Party 
in March 1923 to contest the coming 
elections in November.

138. The Arctic Home of the Vedas” was 
written by  

(a)  Minoo Masani
(b)  Acharya Vinoba Bhave
(c)  S. Radhakrishnan
(d)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Arctic Home  in the Vedas was written 
by Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1903. Tilak was 
an Indian nationalist, teacher, and political 
leader who served from 1880 to 1920. He 
was a mathematician who later became 
an astronomer, historian, journalist, and 
philosopher. 
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 � In The Arctic Home in the Vedas, Tilak 
argues that the Aryans originated at the 
North Pole before the glacial period. He 
says that around 8000 B.C., the Aryans left 
the North Pole due to climate change and 
migrated to Asia and Europe. Tilak’s book 
also proposes a new way to determine the 
exact time of the Vedas. 

 � In his work, Tilak describes the “Polar 
attributes” of Vedic deities. These include 
Usha, the goddess of dawn, and Airyana 
Vaêjo, the Aryan Paradise.

139. Match the following:   

A. Civil 
Disobedience 

Movement

 1. B. G. Tilak 
 

B. Indian Home 
Rule league

 2. Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy

C. Moderate leader  3. Mahatma Gandhi
D. Brahmo Samaj  4. G. K. Gokhale

Codes: A B C D

(a)  3 1 4 2 
(b) 1 2 3 4
(c)  2 1 3 4  
(d) 3 4 1 2

Explanation :  (A)

 � Gandhi launched a March known as the 
Dandi March against the unjust laws of 
the British government. Therefore, on 
April 6, 1930, Gandhi formally launched 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. The 
main objective of the Civil Disobedience 
movement is that the people wanted to 
break the unjust laws such as the salt tax 
law.

 � Home Rule League was established in April 
and September 1916 respectively by Indian 
nationalist Bal Gangadhar Tilak and British 
social reformer and Indian independence 
leader Annie Besant.

 � The moderate leaders were A.O. Hume, 
W.C. Banerjee, Surendra Nath Banerjee, 
Dadabhai Naoroji, Feroze Shah Mehta, 
Gopalakrishna Gokhale, Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya, Badruddin Tyabji, Justice 
Ranade, G.Subramanya Aiyar etc.

 � Brahmo Samaj was theistic movement 
within Hinduism. It was founded in 
Calcutta in 1828 by Raja Ram Mohan Roy.

1987

140. Match the columns :  

A) M. N. Roy 1. Swarajist Party 

B) C. R. Dass 2. Hindustan 
Socialist Republican 
Association

C) Chandra 
Shekhar 
Azad 

3. Congress Socialist 
Party

D) Acharya 
Narendra

4. Communist 
International

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a) 4 1 2 3 
(b) 2 3 1 4 
(c) 3 2 4 1 
(d)  4 3 2 1

Explanation :  (A)

 � M. N. Roy (1887 - 1954) was a member of 
the Communist Party of India (Tashkent 
group) and the founder of the Mexican 
Communist Party. He was also a political 
theorist, philosopher, radical activist, and 
Indian revolutionary. 

 � In 1940, Roy founded the Radical 
Democratic Party (RDP) to support the 
Allies in the war and to work for Indian 
independence. The RDP evolved from the 
League of Radical Congressmen, which 
Roy founded in 1939. 

 � Chittaranjan Das, also known as C. R. Das, 
was the founder and leader of the Swaraj 
Party in undivided Bengal during British 
rule in India. The Swaraj Party was formed 
on January 1, 1923 by Indian politicians and 
members of the Indian National Congress. 

 � Das was a champion of national education 
and advocated for Hindu-Muslim unity, 
cooperation, and communal harmony. 
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He resigned as president of the Indian 
National Congress after losing a motion on 
“No Council Entry” to Gandhi’s faction.

 � Acharya Narendra Deva was a key leader 
of the Congress Socialist Party (CSP) from 
its founding in 1934 until its dissolution 
in 1948. The CSP was a left-wing, radical 
faction within the Indian National 
Congress. 

 � Deva was a teacher who became interested 
in Marxism and Buddhism. He was 
active in the Hindi language movement 
and participated in demonstrations 
against the Simon Commission and the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. He was 
imprisoned several times during the 
freedom struggle and was sometimes a 
member of the Uttar Pradesh legislative 
assembly.

 � Chandra Shekhar Azad belongs 
to Hindustan Socialist Republican   
Association

141. What is the correct chronological order 
of the following?   

A.  Cabinet Mission
B.  Montague Chelmsford Reforms
C.  Minto – Morley Reforms
D.  Cripps Mission

Codes:

(a)  C, B, D, A  
(b)  A, B, C, D 
(c)  B, C, D, A 
(d)  D, A, B, C

Explanation :  (A)

The Morley-Minto Reforms :

 � It is also known as the Indian Councils Act 
of 1909, were a series of reforms passed by 
the British Parliament in 1909. The reforms 
were formulated by John Morley, the 
secretary of state for India from 1905–1910, 
following discussions with Lord Minto, 
the viceroy of India from 1905–1910. The 
reforms introduced the elective principle 
to membership in the imperial and local 
legislative councils in India.

 � The reforms also increased the size of the 
legislative councils at the center and the 
provinces: 
1.  Central Legislative Council: From 16 

to 60 members.
2.  Legislative Councils of Bengal, 

Madras, Bombay and United 
Provinces: 50 members each.

3. Legislative Councils of Punjab, Burma 
and Assam: 30 members each.

 � The reforms also included the admission of 
Indians to the Secretary of State’s council, 
to the viceroy’s executive council, and to 
the executive councils of Bombay and 
Madras. The reforms also introduced an 
elected element into legislative councils 
with provision for separate electorates for 
Muslims. 

 � The reforms were aimed at appeasing the 
moderates of the country. Although it did 
not go far enough in giving Indians a voice 
in their own country, it was a significant 
improvement on previous legislation and 
opened up new opportunities for Indian 
participation in politics.

The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 
1919 :

 � It were a set of constitutional reforms 
introduced by the British colonial 
government to gradually establish self-
governing institutions in India. The 
reforms were also known as the Mont–Ford 
Reforms. 

 � The reforms were based on the 
recommendations of a report by Edwin 
Montagu, the Secretary of State for India, 
and Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy of India 
from 1916–1921. 
The reforms included:
1. Granting voting rights to women over 

the age of 21
2. A royal amnesty for political prisoners 

and revolutionary terrorists
3. The Rowlatt Act, which suspended 

basic principles of rule of law and 
allowed closed court proceedings 
against suspected political dissidents 
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 � The reforms were a turning point in India’s 
constitutional evolution and its struggle 
for independence. However, the reforms 
did not satisfy the demands of Indian 
nationalists.

The Cripps Mission :

 � It was a meeting between British 
government representatives and Indian 
leaders that took place from March 22 to 
April 11, 1942. The mission’s purpose was 
to secure Indian cooperation and support 
for the British war efforts in World War II. 
The mission’s proposals were constitutional 
and sought Indian support. 

 � The mission was organized by Sir Richard 
Stafford Cripps, a member of the War 
Cabinet.

 � The mission failed and the issue of India’s 
constitution was postponed until the end 
of the war. The mission’s failure led to the 
Quit India Movement, a countrywide strike 
wave that involved workers, peasants, and 
states’ peoples. 

The mission’s proposals included:

1. Establishing the Indian Union
2. Allowing India to participate in 

international bodies and the United 
Nations

3. The Constituent Assembly would 
have members nominated by the 
Provincial Assemblies as well as the 
Princely States

4. Any Province, which is not prepared 
to accept the new Constitution would 
have the right to sign a separate 
agreement with Britain regarding its 
future status 

 � The Muslim League criticized the idea of a 
single Indian Union. They also stated that 
the proposals denied the Muslims the right 
to self-determination and the creation of 
Pakistan.

The Cabinet Mission Plan :

 � It was a proposal put forward by the British 
Cabinet Mission in 1946 to address the issue 
of Indian independence. It recommended 
the creation of a united India with a federal 

structure, granting significant autonomy 
to provinces, while ensuring protections 
for minorities. However, it failed to gain 
acceptance from Indian political leaders 
and ultimately led to the partition of India 
and the creation of Pakistan.

142. The purpose of Cripps’ Mission was 

(a)  To give India dominion status
(b)  To introduce provincial autonomy in 

India 
(c)  To discuss future setup for India on 

the basis of the Simon Commission 
report.

(d)  To suppress ‘Quit India’ Movement. 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Cripps Mission was a failed attempt by 
the British government in 1942 to secure 
Indian cooperation for their World War II 
efforts. The mission was led by Sir Richard 
Stafford Cripps, a member of the Labour 
Party and Winston Churchill’s War Cabinet. 

 � The mission’s main proposal was to form 
an Indian Union with dominion status 
and the right to secede from the British 
Commonwealth. The mission also proposed 
a constituent assembly to frame a new 
constitution after the war, with members 
partly elected by provincial assemblies and 
partly nominated by princes. The mission 
also promised elections and full self-
government once the war was over. 

 � The Congress rejected Cripps’ proposals, 
knowing that the British were negotiating 
from a weaker position. Gandhi seized upon 
the failure of the Mission and called for 
voluntary British withdrawal from India, 
resulting in the “Quit India” Movement.

143. Ghadar party’ in U.S.A. was formed by    

(a) V. D. Savarkar 
(b)  Lala Har Dayal 
(c)  Swami Varma 
(d)  Raja Pratap Singh 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Ghadar Party was formed in the 
United States on July 15, 1913. The party 
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was originally called the Pacific Coast 
Hindustan Association. The party’s leaders 
were Lala Har Dayal, Sant Baba Wasakha 
Singh Dadehar, Baba Jawala Singh, Santokh 
Singh, and Sohan Singh Bhakna. 

 � The Ghadar Party’s headquarters were 
located at Yugantar Ashram in San 
Francisco. The party’s revolutionaries were 
based in San Francisco and had branches 
along the US Coast and in the far East. The 
Ghadar freedom movement began in 1914 
after the party’s formation.

The Ghadar Party :

 � It was a political movement that aimed to 
end British rule in India. The party was 
founded in 1913 by expatriate Indians who 
were particularly common among Punjabi 
Indians who migrated to the west coast of 
North America. The party was originally 
called the Pacific Coast Hindustan 
Association. 

The Ghadar Party’s activities included:

1. Smuggling arms
2. Inciting Indian soldiers in the British 

Army to mutiny
3. Starting an armed revolution for 

India’s independence 
 � The Ghadar Party organized its own 

newspaper, The Ghadar, which was 
published in Urdu and Gurmukhi. The 
party spread propaganda against the British 
and their associates through the newspaper.

144. Ilbert Bill was prepared for abolishing 
judicial disqualification based on racial 
distinction. The bill was vehemently 
criticised by the Europeans living in 
India. Who was the Governor-General at 
that time?   

(a)  Lord Ripon 
(b)  Lord Dalhousie 
(c)  Lord Curzon 
(d)  Lord Chelmsford

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Ilbert Bill was introduced in 1883 by 
Viceroy Lord Ripon. The bill was written 

by Sir Courtenay Pergine Ilbert, a legal 
member of the Council of the Governor-
General of India.

The Ilbert Bill :

 � It was a  controversial bill introduced 
in 1883 that would have allowed Indian 
magistrates to preside over cases involving 
British subjects in India. The bill was 
enacted by the Indian Legislative Council 
on January 25, 1884.

The bill was proposed by Lord Ripon, the 
viceroy, because:

1. In 1873, British subjects were exempt 
from trial by Indian magistrates.

2. In cases involving death or 
transportation, British subjects could 
only be tried by a high court. 

 � The bill was written by Sir Courtenay 
Pergine Ilbert, a law member of the 
Viceroy’s council. The bill was a major 
controversy during the time, evoking 
protests among the Calcutta European 
business community. The controversy was 
rooted in deep-seated racial prejudices 
prevalent at the time. 

 � The majority of the native Indians strongly 
supported the Ilbert bill as the European 
sense of racial superiority infuriated and 
frustrated them. Bengali women stood 
against the claim to support the bill by 
mentioning that they were more educated 
than the English women, who opposed the 
bill.

145. Write the correct chronological order of 
the following   

A. Pitt’s India Act
B.  Rowlatt Act
C.  Regulating Act 
D.  Indian Councils Act 

Codes:

(a) A, C, D, B  
(b)  B, A, C, D
(c)  C, A, D, B  
(d)  D, B, A, C
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Explanation :  (C)

The correct chronological order is: 
C,A,D,B

 � C) Regulating Act - 1773
 � A) Pitt’s India Act- 1784
 � D) Indian Council Act- 1861
 � B) Rowlatt Act- 1919

146. Lord Cornwallis introduced  

(a)  Zamindari system
(b)  Mahalwari system 
(c)  Mansabdari system 
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1793, Lord Cornwallis introduced the 
Permanent Settlement Act, also known as 
the Zamindari system, in Bengal, Bihar, 
Orissa, and Varanasi. The Permanent 
Settlement is an agreement between the 
East India Company and the Zamindars to 
fix land revenue.

The system’s main features are:

1. Zamindars, or landlords, are made 
the owners of the land

2. Farmers are reduced to the status of 
tenants

3. The land rights of members are fixed 
in perpetuity

4. There is no provision for fixed rent or 
occupancy right for actual cultivators 

 � The Permanent Settlement was introduced 
to generate revenue for the East India 
Company and encourage the zamindars to 
invest in improving the land. 

 � Cornwallis was a British Army officer, Whig 
politician, and colonial administrator. He 
is best known as one of the leading British 
general officers in the American War of 
Independence.

The Mahalwari system :

 � It was a revenue system used by the British 
in India. It was introduced in 1822 by Holt 
Mackenzie and Robert Merttins Bird. The 
word “Mahalwari” comes from the Hindi 

word “Mahal”, which means a group of 
villages. 

 � In the Mahalwari system, village headmen 
collect land revenue from farmers on 
behalf of the entire village. The revenue is 
based on the produce of the Mahal, which 
is a compact area containing one or more 
villages.

 � In this system, landlords or Lambardars 
are assigned to represent villages or groups 
of villages. The landlords and village 
communities are jointly responsible for 
paying taxes. 

 � The Mahalwari system had elements from 
both the Zamindari and Ryotwari systems. 
It was prevalent in parts of the Gangetic 
Valley, Uttar Pradesh, the North Western 
province, parts of Central India, and 
Punjab. 

 � One of the system’s flaws is that the survey 
is based on erroneous assumptions, which 
allows for manipulation and corruption. 
The Company spends more on collection 
than the revenue it receives at times, and as 
a result, the system is deemed a failure.

The Mansabdari system :

 � It was a grading system used by the Mughal 
Empire to rank and salary Mansabdars, or 
nobles, in 1571. The word “Mansab” comes 
from the Arabic language and means 
“position” or “rank”. The system included 
all aspects of administration, including 
civil, military, and revenue affairs.

It had two main features:

1. Zat: The personal rank of the official, 
which indicated their pay and status

2. Sawar: The rank that determined how 
many horses an official was required 
to maintain 

 � The system determined the rank and 
status of a government official and military 
generals. Every civil and military officer 
was given a mansab, which determined 
their salaries and allowances. 

 � The system also provided the emperor with 
a loyal and professional class of officers 
who were directly accountable to the 
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central authority. It facilitated the efficient 
mobilization of the military by attaching 
a specific number of soldiers to each 
mansabdar.

147. Khilafat movement stressed on   

(a) Restoration of Turkish Khalipha as 
the head of Indian Muslims

(b)  Reservation of seats for Muslim 
community in Government services

(c)  Independent Pakistan 
(d)  India’s Independence

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Khilafat Movement was a political 
campaign that ran from 1919–1924. It was 
a pan-Islamic movement led by Indian 
Muslims to pressure the British government 
to preserve the Ottoman Sultan’s authority 
as Caliph of Islam. The movement’s goal 
was to save the Ottoman caliph as a symbol 
of unity among the Muslim community in 
India. 

 � The movement was initially supported 
by Gandhi’s noncooperation movement. 
However, it fell apart after the abolition of 
the caliphate in 1924. The movement was 
abruptly called off on February 12, 1922, at 
Gandhiji’s insistence, proceeding with the 
news of the Chauri Chaura incident. 

 � The term “caliph” (khalifah in Arabic) is 
generally regarded to mean “successor of 
the prophet Muhammad,” while “caliphate” 
(khilafah in Arabic) denotes the office of the 
political leader of the Muslim community 
(ummah) or state.

148. Montague - Chelmsford Reforms relate to 

(a)  Dyarchy 
(b)  Communalism
(c)  Provincial autonomy 
(d) None of the above 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Montague-Chelmsford reforms, also 
known as the Montford reforms, are related 
to constitutional reforms. The reforms 
were outlined in the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Report, prepared in 1918, and formed the 

basis of the Government of India Act 1919.

The reforms include:

1. Dyarchy: A constitutional reform 
that divides the executive branch 
of each provincial government 
into authoritarian and popularly 
responsible sections. The governor is 
the executive head in the province, and 
subjects are divided into two lists. The 
“reserved” list includes subjects such 
as law and order, finance, land revenue, 
and irrigation. The “transferred” list 
includes subjects such as education, 
health, local government, industry, 
and agriculture.

2. Bicameralism: The introduction of 
bicameralism.

3. Direct election: The introduction of 
direct election. 

 � The Government of India Act of 1919  
sought to increase the participation of 
Indians in the administration of their 
country.

1988

149. Match the columns :  

List-1 (Authors)  List-2 (Books)
A. Mahatma Gandhi 1. India Divided
B. Ram Manohar Lohia 2. India Wins Free-

dom
C. Dr. Rajendra Prasad 3. Hind Swaraj
D. Maulana Azad 4. The Wheel of 

History 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

A B C D

(a) 3 4 1 2 
(b) 1 3 4 2
(c) 4 3 2 1 
(d) 2 3 4 1

Explanation :  (C)

The correct answer code is 3-4-1-2

3) Hind Swaraj - Mahatama Gandhi 
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4) The wheel of History- Ram Manohar 
Lohia

1) India Divided- Dr Rajendra Prasad
2) India wins Freedom- Maulana Azad.

150. Which of the following is/are correctly 
matched?  

Persons Events
1. Keshab 

Chandra Sen 
Prarthana Samaj

2. Mahadev 
Govind Ranade

Brahmo Samaj

3. Swami 
Vivekanand

 Ramakrishna 
Mission 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

(a)  1, 2 and 3  
(b)  1 and 3 only
(c)  1 only  
(d)  3 only

Explanation :  (B)

 � Keshub Chandra Sen was a Brahmo 
leader who influenced the founding of the 
Prarthana Samaj in 1867. The Prarthana 
Samaj was a Hindu reform society that 
promoted intercaste marriage, widow 
remarriage, and monotheism. The 
Prarthana Samaj became popular after 
Mahadev Govind Ranade joined. 

 � The Prarthana Samaj was also known as the 
“Prayer Society”. It was influenced by earlier 
reform movements and was established 
by Dadoba Pandurang and his brother 
Atmaram Pandurang. The Prarthana 
Samaj’s current premises in Pune include a 
prayer hall, an ashram, and a stupa.

 � Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833) founded 
the Brahmo Samaj in Calcutta in 1828. 
The Brahmo Samaj is a theistic movement 
within Hinduism, and its name translates 
to “Society of Brahma” in Sanskrit. 

 � The Brahmo Samaj was a reform association 
that played a key role in opposing idol 
worship and preaching the worship of 
one God. It also emphasized educational, 
religious, and social reform, and aimed to 

encourage women’s empowerment. 
 � The Brahmo Samaj was one of the most 

powerful socio-religious movements in 
India. It aimed to bring a renaissance to 
Bengal by fighting against prevailing evil 
practices in society, particularly the practice 
of Sati and the caste system.

 � Swami Vivekananda, the chief disciple of the 
Indian Hindu spiritual guru Ramakrishna, 
founded the Ramakrishna Mission on May 
1, 1897. The mission was originally called 
The Ramakrishna Mission Association. 

 � The mission is named after Ramakrishna 
and primarily promotes the Hindu 
philosophy of Vedanta–Advaita Vedanta 
and four yogic ideals. The mission played 
a significant role in the development of 
nationalistic awareness and the spiritual 
growth of Indians. 

 � Swami Vivekananda said he wanted to “set 
in motion a machinery which will bring 
noblest ideas to the doorstep of even the 
poorest and the meanest”.

151. The British rulers introduced a new 
system of education in India chiefly 
because they wanted to  

(a) Provide a class of office workers for 
the company

(b)  Promote the work of Christian 
missionaries 

(c)  Create an awareness of scientific and 
technical developments

(d)  Generate the capacity for self-
government

Explanation :  (A)

The British introduced modern education 
in India for a number of reasons, 
including:

1. Administration :

 � The British wanted educated Indians to help 
them understand local customs and laws, 
and to reduce the cost of administration.

2. Economic interests :

 � The British believed that educated Indians 
would help expand the market for British 
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manufacturers in India. They also wanted 
to convince Indians of the superiority of 
British goods and the advantages of trade 
and commerce.

3. Language :

 � The British wanted Indians to learn English, 
the official language, to make things easier 
for them. They also wanted to establish 
their cultural domination with the spread 
of the English language.

4. Office workers :

 � The British wanted to create a class of office 
workers for the company. 

 � The British also reallocated funds to spend 
on education and literature in India through 
the English Education Act of 1835. Lord 
Curzon’s efforts in the 20th century helped 
spread higher education to the masses.

152. Albuquerque captured Goa from the 
ruler of  

(a) Bijapur 
(b)  Golkonda
(c)  Ahmadnagar 
(d)  Vijayanagar 

Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1510, Afonso de Albuquerque captured 
Goa from the Sultan of Bijapur, Ismail 
Adil Shah. Albuquerque was the second 
Portuguese Governor of India and is 
considered the founder of Portuguese 
power in the region. He is also known for 
abolishing the practice of Sati in Goa. 

Albuquerque’s other achievements 
include:

1. Being the first European of the 
Renaissance to raid the Persian Gulf

2. Leading the first European fleet 
voyage into the Red Sea

3. Conquering Malacca in 1511 and 
Hormuz in 1515

4. Being the first Portuguese to suppress 
Arab goods in Malaysia

153. Match the columns:  

List-1 List-2
A. Karsondas Mulji 1. Tatvabodhini Patrika
B. Dadabhai Naoroji  2. Satya Prakash
C. Debendranath 
     Tagore 

3. Fight for legal status 
to Parsi women

D. Henry Vivian 
     Derozio 

4. Peasant Movement 

5. Did not believe in 
existence of god

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  2 3 1 5 
(b)  5 3 1 2
(c) 4 5 2 1
(d) 5 1 4 2 

Explanation :  (A)

In 1852, Karsondas Mulji :

 � Started the Gujarati newspaper ‘Satya 
Prakash’ to spread his message of social 
reform and to raise awareness about 
the issues faced by women and other 
marginalized groups in society. The 
newspaper became popular and played a 
significant role in promoting social reforms 
in Gujarat.

Dadabhai Naoroji :

 � He was a leading social reformer and a key 
player in the lobbying that led to the 1865 
Parsi Acts. The acts created a Parsi personal 
law of inheritance and matrimony. 

 � Naoroji was a founder of the Parsi Law 
Association, which advocated for legal 
status for women and uniform laws of 
marriage and inheritance for the Parsis. He 
was also a pioneer of women’s education 
and an upholder of equal laws for men and 
women. 

 � Naoroji was a key figure in promoting 
social and educational reforms within 
the Parsi community. He was opposed 
to casteism and caste restrictions, and 
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worked towards the upliftment of Parsi 
society by challenging orthodox practices 
and advocating for a more progressive and 
inclusive approach. 

 � Naoroji also became the first South Asian 
Member of Parliament in the House of 
Commons in London in 1892. During his 
time in Westminster, he became involved 
with local progressive organizations, 
temperance societies, and feminist and 
women’s suffrage circles.

Debendranath Tagore :

 � Established the Tattvabodhini Sabha on 
October 6, 1839 in Kolkata. The group was 
originally called the Tattvaranjini Sabha, 
but was soon renamed to Tattwabodhini, 
which translates to “Truth-seekers”. 

 � The Tattvabodhini Sabha was a splinter 
group of the Brahmo Samaj, a group that 
sought to reform Hinduism and Indian 
society.

 � The Sabha’s goals were to encourage  
religious inquiry and spread the 
Upanishads. The Sabha and its Bengali 
publication, the Tattvabodhini Patrika, 
studied India’s history rationally and spread 
the ideas of Rammohan.

 � The Tattvabodhini Patrika published 
articles on a variety of topics, including 
theology, scriptural texts, social problems, 
and Indian history. The publication also 
sought to protect the educated middle class 
from Western influence. 

 � The Sabha had a significant impact on 
the region’s social, political, and cultural 
aspects for 20 years, from 1839 to 1859. 

Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (1809–1831) 
:

 � He was an Anglo-Indian poet and teacher 
who did not express his opinion on the 
existence of God. He was a liberal thinker 
who supported freedom of speech and 
opposed the burning of widows on funeral 
pyres or killing children to appease gods. 

 � Derozio was raised in a middle-class 
Christian environment, but his teachings 
at Hindu colleges were rationalist. He was 

one of the first key figures in writing in 
Indian English and is known for his radical 
standpoints. Some of his poems include 
“The Harp of India”, “To India - My Native 
Land”, and “The Fakeer of Jungheera”. 

 � Some have attributed Derozio’s religious 
skepticism to David Drummond, a 
freethinker. Derozio has also been accused 
of inciting his students to atheism, 
disobedience, and incest, but no charges 
were formally leveled against him.

154. Which one of the following was the 
most immediate factor for the spread of 
Swadeshi and Boycott agitation during 
the first decade of the present century?  

(a)  Curzon’s attempt to control the 
Universities 

(b)  Curzon’s design to curtail the sphere 
of local self-government

(c)  Curzon’s partition of Bengal
(d)  Curzon’s plan to curb the growing 

popularity of the Indian National 
Congress 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The immediate factor for the spread of 
Swadeshi and Boycott agitation during the 
first decade of the present century was the 
partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon, then 
Viceroy of India, in July 1905.

 � The Swadeshi Movement was a six-year 
protest that began on August 7, 1905, 
at Town Hall Calcutta. The movement 
called for the boycott of British goods 
and the purchase of Indian products. The 
Sanjivini newspaper, started by K.K Mitra, 
announced the boycott on July 6, 1905.

Other factors that contributed to the 
spread of Swadeshi and Boycott agitation 
include:

1. The growth of confidence that the 
masses should be involved in the fight 
against the colonial government

2. The spread of education, which 
increased awareness of British policies

3. The arrest and deportation of Lala 
Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh
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155. Match the columns :  

List-1 List-2 Leaders (Views on the Cripps 
Missions proposals in 1942)

A. Nehru 1. Postdated cheque
B. Ambedkar 2. The autocratic powers 

of Viceroy would re-
main

C.   Gandhi 3.    It will do the greatest 
harm to the depressed

D. Sapru & 
Jayckar

4.    The creation of more 
than one Union will be 
disastrous

Select the correct answer from th codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a) 2 3 1 4  
(b)   3 2 1 4
(c) 4 2 1 3 
(d)   3 4 2 1

Explanation :  (A)

•	 Nehru : The autocratic powers of Viceroy 
would remain.  

•	 Ambedkar : It will do the greatest harm to 
the depressed.  

•	 Gandhi : Postdated cheque.  
•	 Sapru & Jayckar : The creation of more 

than one Union will be disastrous.

156. Which one of the following pairs is NOT 
correctly matched?  

(a)  Holt Machenzie - Mahalvari 
settlement in Northern India

(b)  Lord Cornwallis - Subsidiary system 
(c)  Lord Ripon  - Local Self-Government 
(d)  Thomas Munro - Ryotwari settlement

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lord Wellesley, the Governor-General of 
India from 1798 to 1805, introduced the 
Subsidiary Alliance in 1798. The Subsidiary 
Alliance was a military protection 
agreement between the East India Company 
and Indian states. The policy forced rulers 
to accept permanent British dominance, 

and allowed the British government to run 
a large army group at the expense of Indian 
rulers. 

The policy had many advantages for the 
British East India Company:

1. The company could maintain a large 
standing army at the cost of the Indian 
rulers

2. With the company’s troops stationed 
in most states, it was easy for the British 
to counteract French movements

3. The company could interfere more 
in the internal politics of the Indian 
kingdoms 

 � The Subsidiary Alliance was actually used 
for the first time by the French Governor-
General Marquis Dupleix. The Nawab of 
Awadh was the first ruler to enter into the 
subsidiary alliance with the British after the 
Battle of Buxar.

157. Match the columns:  

List-1: List-2
A. Madan Mohan 
Malviya

1. Ghadar Move-
ment

B. Sohan Singh 
Bhakna

2. Swatantra Party

C.  Annie Besant 3. Hindu Ma-
hasabha

D. Rajagopal-
achari

4. Theosophical 
    Society of India

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  2 4 5 1 
(b) 3 1 4 2
(c) 3 4 2 1  
(d)  4 5 2 3

Explanation :  (B)

The correct answer code is 3-1-4-2
 � Madan Mohan Malviya- Hindu Mahasabha 

- 1915
 � Sohan Singh Bhajna- Ghadar Movement - 

1913
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 � Annie Besant- Theosophical Society of 
India - 1882

 � Rajagopalachari- Swatantra Party - 1959 

158. Match the columns:  

List-1: List-2
A. Morley 

Minto Re-
forms

 1. Dyarchy in the 
Minto Morley Re-
forms Provinces

B. Montague 
Chelmsford 
Reforms 

 2. Provincial Autono-
my

C. Reform Act 
of 1935

 3. Introduction of 
separate electorate

D. Cripps Pro-
posals

 4. Provision for estab-
lishment of a Con-
stituent Assembly 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below.

A B C D

(a)  4 3 2 1 
(b)  3 1 2 4
(c)  2 1 4 3  
(d)  3 2 1 4

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indian Councils Act of 1909 introduced 
the concept of separate electorates. The 
British granted separate electorates to 
Muslims in 1909, after a Muslim delegation 
requested them in 1906. The Act was 
expanded in 1919 to allow Muslims to elect 
their own representatives in designated 
constituencies. 

 � Under separate electorates, Muslim 
members were to be elected only by Muslim 
voters. The Act of 1909 also increased the 
size of legislative councils at the Centre and 
the provinces. Lord Minto is known as the 
father of the communal electorate.

The Government of India Act of 1919 :

 � It is also known as the Montague-
Chelmsford Reforms, introduced dyarchy 
in India. The act came into force in 1921.

 � Dyarchy is a system of double government, 
which means rule of two.

The act divided provincial subjects into 
two categories: 

1. transferred and 
2. reserved:

Transferred subjects :

 � The governor, with the help of ministers, 
administers these subjects. These subjects 
are responsible to the Legislative Council.

Reserved subjects :

 � The governor and his executive council 
administer these subjects, and they are not 
responsible to the Legislative Council. The 
governor-general has complete jurisdiction 
over the provinces’ reserved issues. 

 � The act also introduced bicameralism and 
direct election for the first time in India, and 
established a public service commission in 
1926. 

The Government of India Act of 1935 :

 � It introduced provincial autonomy in 
India. The act gave more autonomy to 
the provinces, abolished diarchy at the 
provincial levels, and established an All-
India Federation. 

 � Provincial autonomy is the degree of self-
governance and decision-making power 
granted to provinces or regional entities 
within a country. 

 � The act originally received royal assent 
in August 1935. The British colonial 
government then revised and adapted 
its entire body of central and provincial 
administrative laws to ensure that they 
conformed to the principle of provincial 
autonomy between 1935 and 1938. 

The Cripps Mission, a failed attempt by 
the British government in 1942, proposed 
a Constituent Assembly to frame a new 
constitution for India:

 � The Constituent Assembly would be a body 
to make a constitution for India after the 
war.
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 � The members would be elected by the 
provincial assemblies and nominated by 
the rulers in the case of the Princely States.

 � The constitution would be drafted entirely 
by Indians.

 � The proposed Constituent Assembly would 
consist of 292 members from British India 
and 93 from Indian States.

 � Any province unwilling to join the Indian 
dominion could form a separate union and 
have a separate constitution.

 � Any province which wouldn’t accept the 
new constitution would have the right to 
sign a separate agreement with the British.

 � Indian Provinces were given the right of 
secession from the Centre after 10 years.

 � Until the new constitution came into force, 
India’s defence would be controlled by the 
British and the powers of the Governor-
General would remain unaltered.

159. Assertion (A): The Zamindari Settlement 
was introduced by Lord Cornwallis.  

Reason (R): The British desired to create a 
landed class in India for support. 

(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is NOT a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true but R is false
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (A)

 � Lord Cornwallis introduced the Zamindari 
System in 1793 through the Permanent 
Settlement Act. The system was introduced 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, 
and Varanasi. 

•	 The Zamindari System is a major land 
revenue system that consists of three 
components: 
1. the British,
2. the Zamindar (Landlord), and
3. the peasants.

 � The main feature of the system is that the 
British Raj receives a fixed sum of land 
revenue. This revenue is collected from the 

peasants and then offered to the British Raj. 
 � The Zamindari System fixed the land rights 

of the members in perpetuity without any 
provision for fixed rent or occupancy right 
for actual cultivators. Zamindars were 
recognized as the owners of the lands.

 � The British introduced land settlements in 
India to create a landed class that would 
support British authority. The British 
wanted a regular source of revenue for the 
state, and settled peasants were easier to 
control and administer than people who 
were always on the move. 

•	 The Permanent Settlement of 1793 
divided the East India Company’s service 
personnel into three branches: 
1. revenue,
2. judicial, and 
3. commercial.

 � Revenues were collected by zamindars, 
native Indians who were treated as 
landowners. This division created an 
Indian landed class that supported British 
authority. 

 � The British were particularly interested in 
the Indian textile industry, which was one 
of the most productive in the world at the 
time.

160. Indianisation of the Civil Services was 
done by  

(a)  Lord Ripon
(b)  Lord Mayo
(c)  Lord Lytton 
(d)  Lord Reading

Explanation :  (C)

 � Robert Biwer-Lytton, the Viceroy of India 
from 1876–1880, is credited with the 
Indianization of the Civil Services. In 1878, 
Lytton passed the Vernacular Press Act, 
which allowed him to seize local newspapers 
that published seditious material. In 
1886, the Aitchison Commission, chaired 
by Sir Charles Umpherston Aitchison, 
recommended that Indians be employed in 
public service.
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 � In 1912, the Islington Commission 
suggested that 25% of higher posts should 
be filled by Indians. In 1920, entry into the 
Imperial Police was opened to Indians, 
and examinations for the service were 
conducted in both England and India the 
following year.

1989

161. Brahmo Samaj was founded by   

(a)  Raja Ram Mohan Roy
(b)  David Hare
(c)  Derozio
(d)  Alexander

Explanation :  (A)

 � Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833) founded 
the Brahmo Samaj in Calcutta in 1828. 
The Brahmo Samaj is a theistic movement 
within Hinduism, and its name translates 
to “Society of Brahma” in Sanskrit. 

 � The Brahmo Samaj was a reform association 
that played a key role in opposing idol 
worship and preaching the worship of 
one God. It also emphasized educational, 
religious, and social reform, and aimed to 
encourage women’s empowerment. 

 � The Brahmo Samaj was one of the most 
powerful socio-religious movements in 
India. It aimed to bring a renaissance to 
Bengal by fighting against prevailing evil 
practices in society, particularly the practice 
of Sati and the caste system.

162. “Asiatic Society of Bengal” was founded 
by   

(a)  Sir William Jones 
(b)  Annie Besant
(c)  Lord William Bentinck 
(d) Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Explanation :  (A)

 � Sir William Jones, a British lawyer and 
Orientalist, founded the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal on January 15, 1784. The society was 
established to encourage Oriental studies 
and to promote Jones’ ideas about the 
importance of Hindu culture and learning. 

 � The Asiatic Society is a library, museum, 
and research institute located at Park 
Street, Kolkata. Some say it is a historical 
institution with a rich heritage and a large 
museum.

163. The “Servants of India Society” was 
founded by   

(a)  Annie Besant
(b)  Gopalakrishna Gokhale 
(c)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(d)  Dadabhai Naoroji

Explanation :  (B)

 � Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded the 
Servants of India Society in Pune, 
Maharashtra on June 12, 1905. The 
Society’s members included Natesh Appaji 
Dravid, Gopal Krishna Deodhar, Surendra 
Nath Banerjee, and Anant Patwardhan. The 
Society’s goal was to promote social and 
human development, and to overthrow 
British rule in India.

 � The Society’s campaigns included 
promoting education, sanitation, health 
care, and fighting social evils such as 
untouchability, discrimination, alcoholism, 
poverty, and women’s inequality. The 
Society also published The Hitavada, an 
English-language publication from 1911. 

164. Railway and Telegraphy systems were 
introduced in India by   

(a)  Lord Dalhousie
(b)  Lord Cornwallis
(c)  Lord Bentinck 
(d)  Lord Wellesley

Explanation :  (A)

 � Lord Dalhousie, who served as Governor-
General of India from 1848–1856, 
introduced the first railway line and the 
Electric Telegraph System to India. The first 
railway line ran from Mumbai to Thane 
and opened on April 16, 1853. The first 
telegraph line was laid in 1852.

 � Dalhousie also established the Public 
Works Department, and introduced the 
first wireless system between India and 
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England. He also initiated roads, canals, 
steamship service to England, and a postal 
system. 

 � The British introduced the railway system 
in India to earn profits and to help British 
industries expand their markets. The post 
and telegraph systems were developed 
to improve the efficiency of the British 
administration.

165.  Which of the following introduced a 
measure of provincial autonomy?   

(a)  Minto-Morley reforms
(b)  Montague Chelmsford reforms
(c)  Cripps’ Mission
(d)  Government of India Act, 1935

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Government of India Act of 1935 
introduced provincial autonomy. The act 
also abolished diarchy at the provincial 
level. 

The act’s other provisions include:

1. The establishment of an All-India 
Federation consisting of provinces 
and princely states as units

2. Giving provinces more autonomy
3. Giving more voting rights than the 

1919 act
4. The Governor being the head of the 

executive
5. A Council of Ministers to advise the 

Governor
6. The Government of India being free 

from external or British interference

166. Swaraj as a national demand was first 
made by   

(a)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(b)  Dadabhai Naoroji 
(c)  Jawaharlal Nehru 
(d)  Chitaranjan Das 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji first made Swaraj, or 
Indian self-government, a national demand 
at the Calcutta session of the Indian 

National Congress in 1906. 
 � Naoroji was a political activist and mentor 

of Mahatma Gandhi, Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak, and Gopal Krishna Gokhale. In his 
presidential address, Naoroji advocated 
for Swaraj as the sole aim of the nationalist 
movement, similar to Canada and 
Australia’s colonial self-government under 
the British crown.

167. Who among the following Indians 
mostly encouraged the remarriage of the 
widows?    

(a)  Jaisingh 
(b)  Ahilya Bai
(c)  Sarfoji 
(d)  Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a 19th 
century scholar and reformer who 
advocated for the remarriage of widows. 
In 1856, Vidyasagar married off the first 
widow, much to the opposition of Hindu 
conservatives.

 � He used ancient texts to suggest that 
widows could remarry, and his suggestion 
was adopted by British officials. The Hindu 
Widow Remarriage Act came into force on 
July 16, 1856, legalizing the marriage of a 
widow. 

Other people who fought for widow 
remarriage include:

1. Ahilya Bai: Started a new system 
where widows get the right to remarry

2. Raja Ram Mohan Roy: In 1829, the 
government declared Sati illegal and 
punishable by law through the Bengal 
Sati Regulation Act.

168. The Brahmo Samaj is based on the 
principles of   

(a)  Monotheism
(b)  Polytheism 
(c)  Atheism 
(d)  Monism

Explanation :  (A)
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 � The Brahmo Samaj is a monotheistic Hindu 
organization founded in 1828 by Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy in Calcutta.

The Brahmo Samaj’s principles are 
based on the Vedas and Upanishads, and 
include:

Monotheism :

 � The Brahmo Samaj’s long-term objective 
is to cleanse Hinduism and achieve 
monotheism.

Denial of pointless rites and rituals :

 � The Brahmo Samaj denies pointless rites 
and rituals, and opposes idolatry and 
priesthood.

Human dignity :

 � The Brahmo Samaj emphasizes human 
dignity, and supports the idea that the soul 
is immortal and is ready to merge with 
Brahman.

Social reform :

 � The Brahmo Samaj’s social reform agenda 
includes opposing polygamy, child 
marriage, and criticizing societal problems 
like the Sati ritual.

Women’s rights :

 � The Brahmo Samaj advocates for the 
women’s share in property.

Worship :

 � The Brahmo Samaj emphasizes worship 
through prayer, meditation, and reading 
from Upanishads.

169. Moderates and extremists of the Indian 
National Congress differed mainly on the 
issue of   

(a)  Swaraj 
(b) Swadeshi 
(c)  Boycott 
(d)  National education

Explanation :  (A)
 � The Indian National Congress’s moderates 

and extremists differed mainly on the issue 
of swaraj. 

•	 In 1907, the Congress split into two 
camps: 
1. moderates and 
2. extremists. 

 � The extremists wanted swaraj as it existed in 
the United Kingdom and its self-governing 
colonies. The moderates, on the other hand, 
wanted more Indians in the administration 
and not to an end of British rule. 

 � The moderates believed that political 
connections with Britain were in India’s 
interest during that time and that the 
time wasn’t ripe for a direct challenge to 
British rule. The extremists believed in self-
reliance as a weapon against domination. 
They promoted Swadeshi and boycott of 
foreign goods. 

 � The Swadeshi movement was launched 
in protest of the government’s decision to 
partition Bengal in July 1905. 

 � The extremists wanted to extend the 
Swadeshi and boycott movements from 
Bengal to the rest of the country. The 
moderates wanted to confine the movement 
in Bengal.

170. The system of ‘Dyarchy’ was first 
introduced by   

(a)  Montague Chelmsford Reforms 
(b)  Minto Morley Reforms
(c)  Government of India Act, 1935 
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

 � The system of dyarchy, also known as 
diarchy, was introduced in 1919 for the 
provinces of British India. The Montagu-
Chelmsford Reforms, also known as 
the Government of India Act of 1919, 
introduced dyarchy in eight provinces, 
including Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, and 
the Central Provinces, United Provinces, 
Bombay, Madras, and Punjab. 

 � The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, 
produced in 1918 by Edwin Montagu, the 
Secretary of State, and Lord Chelmsford.

The Viceroy, introduced the following:

1. A system of double government
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2. Bicameralism
3. Direct election
4. A public service commission
5. A dual scheme of governance
6. More powers for the provincial 

governments 

The dual scheme of governance divided 
provincial subjects into two parts:

1. Transferred subjects :

 � The governor, with the help of ministers, 
administers these subjects, which are 
responsible to the Legislative Council.

2. Reserved subjects :

 � The governor and his executive council 
administer these subjects, which are not 
responsible to the Legislative Council.

 � Dyarchy led to India’s full provincial 
autonomy in 1935 and independence in 
1947. 

171. Banaras Hindu University was founded 
by    

(a) Dadabhai Naoroji
(b)  Gopalakrishna Gokhale
(c)  Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
(d)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak

Explanation :  (C)

 � Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya, a prominent 
nationalist leader, founded Banaras Hindu 
University in 1916. Malviya was also a 
renowned social reformer and freedom 
fighter. According to other sources, the 
university’s establishment was supported by 
prominent personalities such as Mahatma 
Gandhi and Annie Besant. 

 � The university’s main campus is spread 
over 1,370 acres on land donated by the 
hereditary ruler of Banaras, Kashi Naresh 
Prabhu Narayan Singh. The university also 
has a south campus that covers 2,700 acres 
of land in the Mirzapur District.

172. On whose recommendations was the 
Constituent Assembly formed?   

(a)  Mountbatten
(b)  Cripps Mission plan

(c)  Cabinet Mission plan
(d)  Government of India Act, 1935

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Constituent Assembly of India 
was formed in 1946 based on the 
recommendations of the Cabinet Mission. 
The Cabinet Mission was a group of British 
government members who visited India 
in 1946 to negotiate the transfer of power 
from the British Raj to Indian leadership. 

 � The idea of a constituent assembly was 
first proposed in 1934 by M.N. Roy. The 
Constituent Assembly was formed in 
November 1946, and elections were held 
for the first time for the assembly under the 
Cabinet Mission Plan. The assembly’s main 
goal was to draft the Constitution of India. 

 � B. N. Rau was appointed as the 
Constitutional Adviser to the Constituent 
Assembly in 1946. He was responsible for 
the general structure of the Constitution’s 
democratic framework and prepared its 
initial draft in February 1948. 

The Mountbatten Plan :

 � It is also known as the 3 June Plan, was a 
proposal to divide British India into two 
independent nations: 
1. India and 
2. Pakistan. 

 � The plan was introduced on June 3, 1947, 
and led to the end of British colonial rule in 
the Indian subcontinent. 

The plan also included the following 
provisions:

1. Provinces would be declared 
independent successor states.

2. They would have the option to join 
the constituent assembly or not.

3. The constitution framed by the 
Constituent Assembly would not 
apply to Muslim-majority areas.

4. The transfer of power from the British 
authorities was to be implemented 
by Indian leaders on August 15, 
1947.  
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 � The plan was also known as the “Dickie 
Bird Plan” or “Plan Balkan”.

1990

173. Who among the following was 
revolutionary who later turned into a 
yogi and philosopher?  

(a)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(b)  Aurobindo Ghosh 
(c)  Lala Lajpat Raj
(d)  Agarkar

Explanation :  (B)

 � Aurobindo Ghosh (1872 - 1950) was an 
Indian revolutionary, philosopher, yogi, 
poet, and nationalist. He was an influential 
leader in the Indian independence 
movement until 1910, and later became a 
spiritual reformer. 

Aurobindo’s contributions to education 
include:

1. Suggestions for teaching methods 
like observation, self-discovery, 
activity method, teaching with love 
and sympathy, learning by doing, 
discussion method, learning by 
self-experience, teaching-learning 
through mother tongue, and learning 
with co-operation

2. His view that true discipline is internal 
and that teachers should take forward 
the spirit of man

174. The I.N.A. was organised by Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose at  

(a)  Rangoon
(b)  Singapore 
(c)  Taiwan
(d)  Tokyo

Explanation :  (B)

Subhash Chandra Bose :

 � established the Indian National Army 
(INA) in 1942. The INA was an armed force 
formed by Indian collaborationists and 
Imperial Japan to fight against the British 
in India. Bose established two headquarters 

for the INA, one in Rangoon and one in 
Singapore. The INA’s motto was “Unity, 
Faith, Sacrifice”. 

 � Bose’s most important work was to 
organize the INA. The INA’s training center 
was located at Frankenberg, near Dresden, 
with Major Krappe in charge of military 
training. 

 � In July 1943, Bose arrived in Singapore 
at the invitation of the Japanese to take 
command of the Second Indian National 
Army, also known as the Azad Hind Fauj. 
On March 18, 1944, the INA’s mixed Indian 
and Japanese forces reached Indian soil 
and moved into Kohima and the plains of 
Imphal.

175. Who among the following was not a ‘no 
changer?  

(a)  Dr. Ansari 
(b)  Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
(c)  Sardar Patel 
(d)  Motilal Nehru

Explanation :  (D)  

 � One section led by CR. Das, Motilal 
Nehru and Ajmal Khan wanted an end to 
the boycott of legislative councils so that 
the assemblies and use these councils as 
an arenas of political struggle to arouse 
popular enthusiasm They wanted, in other 
words, to ‘end or mend” these councils, ie, 
if the Government did not respond to the 
nationalists” demands, then they would 
obstruct the working of these councils 
Those advocating entry into legislative 
councils came to be known as the Swarajists, 
while the other school of thought led by 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, C. 
Rajagopalachari and M.A Ansari came to 
be known as the “No-changers”.  

 � The ‘No-changers’ opposed council entry 
advocated concentration on constructive 
wark, and continuation of boycott and 
noncooperation.
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176. Consider the following sessions of the 
Indian National Congress : The session in 
which  

1. The Muslim League and the Indian 
National Congress met jointly

2. The Indian National Congress divided 
into two groups.

3. The resolution for “Complete 
Independence” was passed.

4. The Non-cooperation resolution was 
passed. 

The correct chronological sequence of 
these sessions is

(a)  3-4-1-2  
(b)   2-1-4-3
(c) 2-3-4 1  
(d)   1-2-3-4

Explanation :  (B)

The Indian National Congress (INC) split 
into two groups in 1907:

1. Radicals :

 � Also known as “jahal”, they wanted to use 
violent methods to expel the British Empire 
from India.

2. Moderates :

 � Also known as “maval”, they wanted to 
use non-violent means to achieve Indian 
independence. 

 � The split occurred after the introduction of 
revolutionary ideas. The two factions had 
previously patched their differences, but 
split for good in 1907. The INC reunited in 
1915.

 � The INC was founded in 1885, initially 
with the goal of pursuing moderate reform 
under the British raj in India. Its roots are in 
the early Indian nationalist movement that 
arose from the Indian Rebellion of 1857. 

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) and 
the All-India Muslim League met jointly 
in 1916 to sign the Lucknow Pact. The pact 
was masterminded by Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, a member of both parties.

The pact’s goals included:

1. Pressuring the British government 
to adopt a more liberal approach to 
India

2. Giving Indians more authority to run 
their country

3. Safeguarding basic Muslim demands 

The pact was important because it:

1. Enhanced the League’s power in 
Indian politics

2. Established communalism as an 
unavoidable part of Indian politics

3. Gave the impression of Hindu-
Muslim unity in the national political 
scene 

 � The Muslim League played a decisive role in 
the 1940s, becoming a driving force behind 
the division of India along religious lines 
and the creation of Pakistan as a Muslim 
state in 1947. 

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) 
passed the Non-Cooperation resolution 
in December 1920 at its Nagpur session in 
Maharashtra. The resolution was drafted by 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

 � The resolution stated that “there can 
be no contentment in India… without 
the establishment of swarajya”. The INC 
called upon different sections of society 
to make sacrifices to attain swarajya, or 
self-government, by peaceful means. The 
resolution also promoted self-reliance by 
spinning khadi, buying Indian-made goods 
only, and boycotting British goods. The 
movement also called for stopping planned 
dismemberment of Turkey (Khilafat 
Movement) and the end to untouchability.

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) 
passed the resolution for “complete 
independence” on December 19, 1929 at the 
Lahore Session. The resolution is called the 
Declaration of Purna Swaraj, which means 
“total independence”. The resolution was 
made public on January 26, 1930, and the 
Congress Party urged Indians to celebrate 
it as “Independence Day”. 
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 � The resolution was a defining moment in 
India’s struggle for freedom and set the stage 
for the subsequent  Civil  Disobedience 
movement led by Mahatma Gandhi. The 
resolution also asked all members of the 
legislature to resign their seats.

177. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below them:  

List-I (Social 
Reformers of 

Modern India) :

List-II (Their 
contributions)

A. Kesab Chandra 
Sen

 1. Young Bengal 
Movement

B. Henry Vivian 
Derazio 

 2. Param Hansa 
Mandali

C. Dadoba Pandu-
rung

 3. S a d h a r a n 
Brahma Sam-
aj 

D. Devendranath 
Tagore

 4. Tatvabodhini 
Sabha

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  3 2 4 1 
(b) 1 2 3 4 
(c) 4 2 1 3  
(d) 3 1 2 4 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Keshub Chandra Sen was an Indian 
Bengali philosopher and social reformer. 
Born a Hindu, he became a member of the 
Brahmo Samaj in 1856 but founded his 
own breakaway “Brahmo Samaj of India” 
in 1866 while the Brahmo Samaj remained 
under the leadership of Debendranath 
Tagore.

 � Henry Derozio was an Indian poet and 
assistant headmaster of Hindu College, 
Kolkata, a radical thinker and one of 
the first Indian educators to disseminate 
Western learning and science among the 
young men of Bengal.

 � In 1849, the Paramahansa Mandali was 
founded in Maharashtra. Champion of new 

learning and social reform in Maharashtra 
was Gopal Hari Deshmukh.

 � The Tattwabodhini Sabha was a group 
started in Calcutta on 6 October 1839 as 
a splinter group of the Brahmo Samaj, 
reformers of Hinduism and Indian Society. 
The founding member was Debendranath 
Tagore.

178. Consider the following events:   

1. Hunter Commission
2. Charles Wood’s Dispatch 
3. Sadler Commission
4. Raleigh Commission 

Their correct chronological sequence

(a)  3-2-1-4  
(b)   2-1-4-3
(c)  1-4-3-2  
(d)   4-3-2-1

Explanation :  (B)

 � Wood’s Dispatch is the informal name for a 
formal dispatch sent in 1854 by Sir Charles 
Wood to Lord Dalhousie, the Governor-
General of India. Wood was the President 
of the Board of Control of the British East 
India Company.

 � The dispatch is also known as the Magna 
Carta of English Education in India. It 
outlined a plan for expanding education in 
British India.

The dispatch’s objectives included:

1. Educating Indians on Western culture
2. Producing a class of public officials
3. Promoting the moral and intellectual 

development of the next generation
4. Enhancing Indians’ practical and 

vocational skills

The dispatch suggested that:

1. Primary schools should adopt 
vernacular languages

2. High schools should use an Anglo-
vernacular medium

3. English should be the medium for 
college-level education
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The dispatch’s recommendations 
included:

1. Establishing a Department of Public 
Instruction in each of Bengal’s five 
provinces

2. Expanding mass education
3. Establishing universities in the 

three Presidency towns of Calcutta, 
Bombay, and Madras

The dispatch’s impact included:

1. The establishment of universities in 
Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta in 
1857

2. The establishment of education 
departments in all provinces

3. The establishment of Bethune School 
for women’s education

The Hunter Commission :

 � It was established in 1882 by Viceroy Lord 
Ripon to examine the state of education in 
India and recommend reforms.

The commission’s objectives were to:

1. Assess the status of elementary 
education in the British territories

2. Suggest ways to improve and extend 
elementary education

3. Assess the work of religious 
missionaries in the field of education 

4. The commission was headed by 
William Wilson Hunter, an Indian 
Civil Service (ICS) officer and a 
member of Lord Ripon’s Executive 
council.

 � The commission had 20 members, including 
7 Indian members. The commission tried 
to improve the Indian education system 
by developing proper infrastructure, 
improving primary education, and 
adopting a policy of religious neutrality.

 � The commission also praised the quality 
of secondary level education provided in 
the British occupied areas, particularly the 
region of Bengal.

The Raleigh Commission :

 � It is also known as the Indian Universities 
Commission, was established in 1902 to 
examine the state of Indian universities and 
recommend ways to improve their structure 
and operations. The commission was led by 
Sir Thomas Raleigh and appointed by Lord 
Curzon. 

The commission’s recommendations 
included:

1. The government should appoint the 
majority of university fellows

2. The number and terms of office of 
fellows should be reduced

3. The government should have 
the power to change or approve 
regulations, and to veto university 
senate regulations 

 � The commission also made 
recommendations for school education 
reform, university curricular reforms, 
education and examinations, research, 
student welfare, and state scholarships.

 � The Sadler Commission was a commission 
established in 1917 by the Indian 
government to investigate the problems 
faced by Calcutta University. The 
commission was chaired by M.E. Saddler, 
the vice-chancellor of Leeds University.

The commission’s goals included:

1. Reducing the load on university 
education

2. Improving the quality of education
3. Improving the quality of secondary 

education
4. Freeing universities from the 

responsibility of secondary education 
so they can concentrate only on 
higher education 

The commission’s main recommendations 
included:

1. Organizing all the teaching staff in 
Calcutta so that Calcutta University 
would be a full-fledged university

2. Bifurcating higher education at the 
intermediate examination instead of 
the matriculation examination
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3. Creating intermediate colleges that 
would offer instruction in arts, 
science, medicine, engineering, 
teaching, and more

4. Setting up a separate board of 
secondary and ‘intermediate 
education for administration and 
control of secondary and intermediate 
education

 � There should be less rigidity in framing 
university regulations

179. Consider the following events in Indian 
Freedom Movement:  

1. Singh Sabha Movement
2. Quit India Movement
3. Dandi March
4. Gurdwara Reform Movement 

The correct chronological sequence of 
these events is

(a)  1-4-3-2 
(b)   4-1-2-3
(c)  2-3-4-1  
(d)   3-2-1-4

Explanation :  (A)

The Singh Sabha Movement :

 � It is also known as the Singh Sabha Lehar, 
was a Sikh movement that began in the 
1870s. The movement’s goal was to revive 
Sikh doctrine and bring back Sikhs who had 
converted to other religions. The movement 
also sought to establish a distinct space for 
Sikhs within India’s religious framework. 

 � The movement’s first unit was formed in 
Amritsar in 1873. A more radical branch 
was formed in Lahore, which emphasized 
that Sikhs were not Hindus. The movement 
was a response to the activities of Christian, 
Hindu, and Muslim reform movements. 

 � The movement’s policy was to avoid 
criticism of other religions and political 
matters. The movement also worked 
to spread Gurmukhi Punjabi through 
magazines and other media.

The Gurdwara Reform Movement :

 � It is also known as the Akali Movement, 
was a mass movement that took place 
from 1920 to 1925. The movement was a 
campaign to reform Sikh places of worship, 
known as gurdwaras, in India. 

 � The movement began in Amritsar, Punjab, 
as a protest against the British government 
and their loyal mahants (priests). The 
mahants had taken over some of the Sikhs’ 
gurdwaras. 

The movement included:

1. Taran Taran Morcha: A mandate 
was issued from the Akal Takhat to 
elect a representative body to govern 
the Golden Temple and reform other 
shrines.

2. Nankana tragedy: Nankana Sahib, 
the birthplace of Guru Nanak, was 
controlled by Mahants who deprived 
the poor peasantry of their rights.

3. Morcha Chabian: A campaign to re-
cover the keys to the Golden Temple 
treasury. 

The Babbar Akali movement :

 � It was a splinter group of “militant” Sikhs 
who broke away from the mainstream 
Akali movement in 1921. The Babbar Akali 
movement was founded by Kishan Singh 
Gargaj (1886-1926).

The Dandi March :

 � It is also known as the Salt March, was a 
nonviolent civil disobedience campaign led 
by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi from 
March 12, 1930 to April 6, 1930.

 � The march was a protest against the British 
salt monopoly, which was established 
by the 1882 Salt Act. The act gave the 
British a monopoly on the collection and 
manufacture of salt, and levied a tax on it. 

 � Gandhi and other nationalists believed that 
taxing salt was sinful because it is a basic 
food item. The march was a centerpiece 
of the 1930 Salt Satyagraha, which was a 
protest against the increasingly repressive 
salt tax. 
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 � The march began with a core group of 
followers, and hundreds more joined 
them along the way. On April 5, the group 
reached Dandi after a 240-mile (385 km) 
journey. 

 � Gandhi was arrested in early May after 
informing the British governor of India of 
his intention to march on the Dharasana 
saltworks. News of Gandhi’s imprisonment 
led tens of thousands more Indians to join 
the satyagraha. 

 � The Dandi March and Gandhi’s satyagraha 
teachings had a significant influence on 
American activists like Martin Luther King 
Jr. and James Bevel during the Civil Rights 
Movement in the 1960s.

The Quit India Movement :

 � It was a civil disobedience movement 
launched by Mahatma Gandhi on August 
8, 1942. The movement’s demands were 
to end British rule in India, gain Indian 
cooperation in World War II, and form a 
provisional government after the British 
withdrew. 

The movement had two phases:

1. First phase: Urban revolt, marked by 
strikes, boycotts, and picketing

2. Second phase: Focus shifted to the 
countryside, which witnessed a major 
peasant rebellion 

 � The movement also had a third phase, where 
parallel or provisional governments were 
set up to govern during the rebellion. These 
alternative administrations were formed in 
areas like Ballia, Tamluk, and Satara. The 
movement helped India eventually gain 
independence in 1947. 

180. Who among the following led the Sepoys 
at Kanpur in the 1857 uprising?  

(a) Tantia Tope
(b)  Laxmibai
(c)  Nana Sahib 
(d) Kunwar Singh

Explanation :  (C)

 � Nana Sahib led the revolt of 1857 in Kanpur. 

He was the 14th Peshwa of the Maratha 
Empire, and his original name was Dhondu 
Pant. Nana Sahib joined the revolt after 
being denied pension and honors because 
he was not the natural born heir. Tantia 
Tope, Nana Sahib’s general, assisted him in 
Kanpur. 

 � The revolt began in Meerut on May 10, 
1857, and gradually spread to places like 
Kanpur, Bareilly, Jhansi, Delhi, and Awadh. 
On June 23, 1857, rebel soldiers under 
Nana Sahib launched a major attack on the 
British entrenchment.

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 :

 � It was a major but unsuccessful uprising 
against the British East India Company’s 
rule in India from 1857–58. The revolt 
began on May 10, 1857, at Meerut as a 
sepoy mutiny. The revolt is also known as 
the Sepoy Mutiny, the Indian Mutiny, the 
Great Rebellion, and the Revolt of 1857.

 � The revolt began as a mutiny of the British 
East India Company’s army sepoys, but 
eventually gained the support of the masses. 
The immediate cause of the revolt was the 
introduction of new Enfield cartridges, 
which were rumored to be lined with cow 
and pig fat. Both Hindus and Muslims had 
issues with pig and cow fat. 

 � The revolt was a failure due to poor 
organization and lack of mass support. The 
sepoys lacked a common ideal, and it was 
difficult to find a leader with both military 
and political skills. 

 � The revolt resulted in the deaths of over 
50,000 sepoys, and another 100,000 
civilians killed by the British. The chaos 
that followed also contributed to a major 
famine that killed even more people.

181. The Second Round Table Conference was 
held in  

(a)  1930 
(b)  1931
(c)  1932 
(d)  1935

Explanation :  (B)
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 � The Second Round Table Conference was 
held in London from September 7, 1931 to 
December 1, 1931. 

182. The most effective contribution made by 
Dadabhai Nauroji to the cause of Indian 
National Movement was that he  

(a)  Brought the problems of Indians to 
the notice of the British

(b)  Exposed the economic exploitation of 
India by the British

(c)  Interpreted the ancient Indian texts 
and restored the self-confidence of 
Indians

(d)  Stressed the need for eradication of all 
the social evils before anything else 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji’s most effective 
contribution to the Indian National 
Movement was his focus on economic 
issues. 

 � Naoroji was an Indian political leader, 
scholar, merchant, and writer. He was a 
member of the British House of Commons 
as a Liberal Party Member of Parliament. He 
served as the 2nd, 9th, and 22nd President 
of the Indian National Congress from 1886 
to 1887, 1893 to 1894, and 1906 to 1907.

 � In 1901, Naoroji published Poverty and 
Un-British Rule in India, which highlighted 
the economic exploitation of India by the 
British. His work on economic exploitation 
gave rise to the Indian nationalist 
movement. His famous Drain Theory 
explained how India’s wealth was being 
drained to England through various means.

183. “The Modern Review’ was started by 

(a)  Madan Mohan Malaviya
(b)  C. V. Chintamani 
(c)  Ramanand Chatterjee
(d)  Annie Besant

Explanation :  (C)

 � Ramananda Chatterjee (1865 - 1943) 
founded The Modern Review in 1907. 
The monthly magazine was published in 
Calcutta from 1907 to 1995. Chatterjee 

also edited the magazine, and is sometimes 
called the “Father of Indian Journalism”. 

 � The magazine covered essays on politics, 
economics, and society, as well as poems, 
stories, travelogues, and sketches. It also 
included illustrations by notable Bengali 
artists of the time. 

 � Chatterjee also founded and edited the 
Bengali magazine Prabasi and the Hindi 
magazine Vishal Bharat.

184. Assertion (A): Ali Brothers founded the 
Swaraj Party. 

Reason (R): The Swarajists were in favour 
of council entry and obstruction from 
within.  

(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A.

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true but R is false.
(d) A is false but R is true.

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Ali brothers, Shaukat Ali and 
Mohammad Ali Jauhar, founded the 
Khilafat Movement in 1919. The movement 
was a protest against the British government 
and the injustice done to Turkey. The 
movement was an agitation by Indian 
Muslims and Indian nationalists to pressure 
the British government to preserve the 
authority of the Ottoman Sultan as Caliph 
of Islam after World War I. The movement 
was supported by Mahatma Gandhi and 
the Indian National Congress. 

 � The Ali brothers were also influential 
Muslim leaders in British India who fought 
for independence. In 1913, Muhammad 
Ali Jauhar launched the daily publication 
Hamdard to express his dissent against 
imperial rule. The Ali brothers also founded 
newspapers that spread their political 
messages and worked to expand Aligarh 
Muslim University.

 � The Swaraj Party was founded in 1923 by 
Motilal Nehru and C.R. Das. The party’s 
policy was to win elections to the Central 
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Legislative Assembly and obstruct its 
proceedings from within. 

 � The Swarajists, also known as the pro-
changers, wanted to enter the legislative 
council and obstruct the British   
government from within. In the 1923 
elections, many candidates of the Swaraj 
Party were elected to the central legislative 
assembly and provincial legislative council. 

 � Another school of thought, led by 
Vallabhbhai Patel, R Prasad, Rajaji, and 
M.A. Ansari, came to be known as the “No-
changers”. The “No-changers” opposed 
council entry.

1991

185. When the Portuguese arrived in India, 
the foreigners whom they encountered as 
trade rivals were the  

(a)  Persians 
(b)  Arabs 
(c)  Dutch 
(d)  English

Explanation :  (B)

 � When the Portuguese arrived in India, 
they encountered the Arabs as trade 
rivals. The Portuguese tried to break the 
Arab monopoly on the Indian spice trade. 
After 20 years of conflict, the Portuguese 
succeeded. 

 � The Portuguese came to India to establish 
a monopoly over the spice trade. At the 
time, the Ottoman Turks and the Arabs 
dominated the spice trade. Spice was a 
valuable commodity because it preserved 
food during the harsh European winters. 

 � The Portuguese India armada was the main 
carrier of the spice trade between Europe 
and Asia during the 16th century. The 
Portuguese monopoly on the Cape route 
lasted for a century, until it was broken by 
Dutch and English competition in the early 
1600s.

186. The Congress Ministries resigned in 
November 1939 because  

(a)  The Provincial Autonomy proved to 
be a farce

(b)  The Governors interfered too much in 
the day to day administration

(c)  India was dragged into the Second 
World War without the consent of her 
people

(d)  The British followed the policy of 
divide and rule

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Congress ministries resigned in 
October and November 1939 to protest 
against Viceroy Lord Linlithgow’s action of 
dragging India into World War II without 
the consent of its people. 

•	 In 1937, the Indian National Congress 
won power in seven provinces: 
1. Bombay, 
2. Madras, 
3. the Central Provinces, 
4. the United Provinces, 
5. the North-West Frontier Province, 
6. Bihar, and 
7. Orissa.

187. The intensity of famine increased in India 
under the British rule because  

(a)  The failure of monsoons became 
frequent 

(b)  The drain of wealth from India was 
uncontrolled

(c)  Of the poor distribution of food 
grains 

d)  Discriminatory protection was 
extended, to food processing 
industries

Explanation :  (B)

•	 The intensity of famine increased 
in India under British rule due to a 
combination of factors: British economic 
and administrative policies:

These included:

1. Rack-renting
2. Levies for war
3. Free trade policies
4. Expansion of export agriculture
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5. Neglect of agricultural investment
6. Extraction of land revenue
7. Conversion of agricultural land for 

cash crops
8. Disruption of traditional agricultural 

practices
9. Imposition of high taxes
10. Uneven rainfall
11. Drought
12. Continuous draining of India’s wealth 

 � The British administration took over in 1858 
and became concerned with preventing 
famines. The Famine Commission Report 
of 1880 recommended the introduction 
of Famine Codes. However, before these 
measures had an effect, two more famines 
followed. 

 � The famines in nineteenth-century India 
were often caused by massive crop failures 
resulting from drought. The first effect of 
drought was to stop all field labor, which 
threw people out of work. This led to 
distress among agricultural laborers and 
rural artisans, and the few small trades and 
handicrafts that depended on them. 

 � The proximate cause of famines, without 
exception, was a sharp rise in food prices, 
which in turn reduced real wages and 
caused starvation, malnutrition and 
epidemic, mainly among agricultural 
labourer groups.

What is Drain Of Wealth?

 � Dadabhai Naoroji wrote Poverty and Un-
British Rule in India in 1901. The book is 
a study of the difference between British 
liberal ideas and the reality of British rule 
in India.

 � In the book, Naoroji criticizes the economic 
impact of British rule and argues that British 
economic policies extracted wealth from 
India to finance Britain’s industries. This 
theory is known as the “drain of wealth”. 
Naoroji also argues that British rule was 
despotic and destructive to Indians. 

 � Naoroji was a former Liberal member 
of parliament, founder and some-time 
president of the Indian National Congress, 

and merchant. At the time of writing he 
was living in Britain.

188. Which one of the following is the most 
significant contribution of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel to modern India? 

(a)  His participation in the Quit India 
Movement 

(b)  His role in the Non Cooperation 
Movement 

(c)  His achievement of the integration of 
princely states

(d)  His Presidentship of the Indian 
National Congress 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s integration 
of 565 princely states into the Union of 
India is considered his most significant 
contribution to modern India. Patel was the 
first Home Minister of independent India 
and played a key role in integrating the 
princely states into the Indian federation. 

 � A princely state was a nominally sovereign 
entity of the British Indian Empire, but 
was not directly governed by the British. 
At the time of British withdrawal in 1947, 
princely states covered 40% of the area of 
pre-independence India and constituted 
23% of its population.

189. Consider the following two statements 
called Assertion (A) and Reason (R) and 
answer by using the codes given below the 
statements.   

Assertion (A) : The the Quit India 
Movement of 1942 marked the culmination 
of the Indian Freedom Movement.

Reason (R) : After the Quit India 
Movement it was only a Question of time 
and determining the actual mechanics of 
the transfer of power.

(a) Both A and R are true and R is not 
explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true but R is false
(d)  A is false but R is true 
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Explanation :  (B)

 � The Quit India Movement, also known 
as the India August Movement, was a 
significant milestone in India’s struggle 
for independence against British colonial 
rule. It was a political movement led by 
Mahatma Gandhi and the Indian National 
Congress that began on August 8, 1942. The 
movement’s goal was to force the British 
government to quit India immediately. 

The movement had several causes, 
including:

1. The attitude of the British government
2. Growing nationalism
3. Socio-economic factors
4. The defeat of the British in World War 

II 

The movement had two phases:

1. Mass movement phase: August to 
September 1942

2. Quasi-guerrilla insurgency phase: 
After September 1942 

 � The movement resulted in widespread civil 
disobedience and protests, which were 
met with harsh repression by the British 
authorities. 

 � The movement’s significance was that 
it placed the demand for independence 
on the immediate agenda of the national 
movement.

190. On whose recommendation was the 
Constituent Assembly formed?  

(a)  Mountbatten plan
(b)  Cripp’s Mission
(c)  Cabinet Mission Plan 
(d) Government of India Act, 1935 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Cabinet Mission to India was consisted 
of the Secretary of state Pethick Lawrence, 
Sir Stafford Cripps, and A.V. Alexander. It 
proposed to set up a Constituent Assembly.

 � The Cabinet Mission was a group of British  
government members that visited India 
in 1946 to negotiate the transfer of power 

from the British Raj to Indian leadership. 
 � The Constituent Assembly of India was 

formed in 1946 on the recommendations 
of the Cabinet Mission. 

 � The idea of a constituent assembly was 
first proposed in 1934 by M.N. Roy. The 
Constituent Assembly’s main goal was 
to draft the Constitution of India. The 
Constitution was implemented on May 16, 
1946. 

191. Federation, Indian responsibility,  
reservation and safeguards were the three 
lynchpins of  

(a)  Gandhi Irwin Pact 
(b)  Macdonald Award 
(c)  Poona Pact 
(d)  Radcliffe Award 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Federation, Indian responsibility, 
reservation, and safeguards were the three 
lynchpins of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. The 
pact was signed by Mahatma Gandhi and 
Lord Irwin, the Viceroy of India, on March 
5, 1931. The pact aimed to resolve the civil 
disobedience movement and ease political 
tensions in India. 

The pact made the British government 
concede some demands, including:

1. Withdrawing all ordinances and 
prosecutions

2. Releasing all political prisoners
3. Restoring the confiscated properties 

of the satyagrahis
4. Permitting the free collection or 

manufacture of salt 
 � The pact temporarily terminated the Civil 

Disobedience Movement and the Congress 
decided to take part in the Second Round 
Table Conference.

192. “I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, 
tears and sweat.” Who said this?   

(a) Winston Churchill 
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(c)  Mahatma Gandhi
(d)  Mao Tse-Tunq 
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Explanation :  (A)

 � Winston Churchill said, “I have nothing to 
offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat” in a 
speech to the House of Commons on May 
13, 1940. Churchill said this when he met 
with his Cabinet on May 13, 1940, and later 
when he asked the House of Commons for 
a vote of confidence in his new government. 

 � In the speech, Churchill uses powerful 
words and maintains a serious tone to show 
the citizens of his country how important 
the war is and how the only choice they 
have is victory. 

 � Churchill was the Conservative Prime 
Minister of Britain from 1940 to 1945 and 
again from 1951 to 1955. 

193. “English men are more efficient partly by 
upbringing, partly by race and partly by 
education”. Who said this?   

(a)  Rippon 
(b)  Lord Curzon
(c)  Minto 
(d)  Dufferin

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lord Curzon said that English men are 
more efficient partly by upbringing, partly 
by race and partly by education. Lord 
Curzon – Governor General and Viceroy 
of India.

 � Lord Curzon served as Governor General 
and Viceroy of India from 6 January 1899 
to 18 November 1905. His policy resulted 
in deep discontent and the upsurge of a 
revolutionary movement in the country, 
due to which he can be called most 
unpopular Viceroy of India.

194. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the  

List-I 

(Political parties)

 List-II 

(Personalities)
A.     Communist Par-

ty of India
 1. C. R. Das

B.     Socialist Party  2. Ram Mano-
har Lohia

C.    Swaraj Party  3. V. D. Sa-
varkar

D.   The Hindu Maha 
Sabha

 4. P. C. Joshi 

Select the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

A B C D

(a)  4 2 1 3  
(b)   4 2 3 1 
(c)  1 4 3 2 
(d)   4 3 2 1

Explanation :  (A)

 � Puran Chand Joshi is a member of the 
Communist Party of India (CPI). In 1935, 
after the arrest of the CPI’s Secretary, Joshi 
became the CPI’s first general secretary, 
serving in that role until 1947.

 � Ram Manohar Lohia was a founder of the 
Congress Socialist Party and the editor of 
its mouthpiece, Congress Socialist. In 1936, 
Jawaharlal Nehru selected Lohia as the 
secretary of the Foreign Department of the 
All India Congress Committee (A.I.C.C). 

 � Chittaranjan Das, also known as C. R. Das, 
was the founder and leader of the Swaraj 
Party in undivided Bengal during British 
rule in India. The Swaraj Party was formed 
on January 1, 1923 by Indian politicians and 
members of the Indian National Congress. 

 � Das was a champion of national education 
and advocated for Hindu-Muslim unity, 
cooperation, and communal harmony. 
He resigned as president of the Indian 
National Congress after losing a motion on 
“No Council Entry” to Gandhi’s faction. 

 � Vinayak Damodar Savarkar is a member of 
the Hindu Mahasabha. During World War 
II, Savarkar was the president of the Hindu 
Mahasabha. He supported the British war 
effort in India and promoted the slogan 
“Hinduize all Politics and Militarize 
Hindudom”. 

 � The Hindu Mahasabha’s ideology 
includes Hindutva, Hindu nationalism, 
ultranationalism, social conservatism, 
national conservatism, economic 
nationalism, and right-wing populism.
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195. Which of the following are associated 
with Lord Lytton?   

1. Rowlatt Act
2. The Arms Act
3. The Vernacular Press Act
4. Abolition of duties on the import of 

coarse cotton goods

Select the correct answer by using the 
codes given below:

(a)  1, 2 and 3 
(b)   2, 3 and 4
(c)  1, 3 and 4  
(d)   1, 2 and 4

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lord Lytton was the viceroy of India from 
1876–1880.

He is associated with the following acts:

Vernacular Press Act :

 � In 1878, Lord Lytton proposed the 
Vernacular Press Act, which limits the 
freedom of the Indian-language press. 
The act was intended to prevent the press 
from criticizing British policies, especially 
during the Second Anglo-Afghan War 
(1878–1880).

Indian Arms Act :

 � In 1879, Lord Lytton introduced the Indian 
Arms Act, which requires Indians to obtain 
a license or permission to keep, sell, or 
purchase weapons. Offenders are sentenced 
to a fine and seven years in prison.

Royal Titles Act, 1876 :

 � In 1876, Lord Lytton’s Royal Titles Act gave 
Queen Victoria the title of “Kaiser-i-Hind”, 
or “Queen Empress of India”.

 � Abolition of duties on the import of coarse 
cotton goods

 � On March 13, 1879, Lord Lytton abolished 
the import duty on cotton goods, except 
for the finest qualities. Lytton was eager to 
reduce or completely abolish cotton duties. 

 � On April 4, 1879, the House of Commons 
passed a resolution stating that the Indian 
import duty on cotton goods should be 
abolished as unjust. The resolution also 
stated that it would be fair to abolish duties 
on all goods if the duty on cotton goods 
were abolished.

The Rowlatt Act :

 � It is officially known as the Anarchical and 
Revolutionary Crimes Act of 1919, was 
passed by the British government in March 
1919. 

The act gave the British government the 
power to:

1. Arrest anyone suspected of terrorist 
activities

2. Detain people arrested for up to two 
years without trial

3. Search places without a warrant
4. Place severe restrictions on the 

freedom of the press 
 � The purpose of the Act was to curb the 

growing nationalist upsurge in the country. 
The act was named after Sir Sidney Rowlatt, 
the chairman of the committee that drafted 
it. 

 � The Rowlatt Acts were a set of laws passed 
in February 1919 by the Imperial Legislative 
Council, the legislature of British India. The 
acts were intended to replace the Defence of 
India Act of 1915, which had been passed 
during wartime. 

 � The Rowlatt Act led to nationwide unrest. 
Mahatma Gandhi called upon the people to 
perform satyagraha against the act. Rallies 
were organized in various cities. Workers 
went on strike in railways. Workshops and 
shops closed down.

196. Which one of the following was the state 
that was not annexed by Lord Dalhousie 
by using the Doctrine of Lapse?   

(a) Nagpur 
(b)  Udaipur 
(c)  Mysore 
(d)  Satara
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Explanation :  (C)

 � The Mysore was annexed by the Fourth 
Anglo-Mysore War where Tipu Sultan was 
defeated by the British Army.

The Doctrine of Lapse :

 � It was a policy of annexation adopted by 
the East India Company in the Indian 
subcontinent. The policy was introduced 
by James Broun-Ramsay, 1st Marquess of 
Dalhousie, the Governor General of India 
from 1848 to 1856. The policy was applied 
until 1858, when the British Raj took over 
from the East India Company. 

 � The policy stated that if an Indian ruler 
died without a male heir, his kingdom 
would automatically become part of the 
British Empire. The policy’s stated reason 
was that the rulers of these states were not 
doing enough to protect their people from 
“external aggression and internal rebellion”. 

The policy was applied in the following 
cases:

1. Satara (1848)
2. Jaitpur and Sambalpur (1849)
3. Baghat (1850)
4. Chota Udaipur (1852)
5. Jhansi (1853)
6. Nagpur (1854) 

 � The Indian government continued to 
apply elements of the Doctrine of Lapse 
until 1971, when the 26th amendment 
to the Indian constitution discontinued 
recognition of former ruling families.

197. Which one of the following was given to 
King Charles II as part of his dowry on 
the occasion of his marriage with Queen 
Catherina of Braganz?   

(a)  Bombay 
(b)  Chandranagore
(c)  Cochin 
(d)  Tranquebar

Explanation :  (A)

 � King Charles II received the Portuguese 
territory of “Bom Bahia” (Bombay) on the 

western coast of India as part of his dowry 
when he married Catherine of Braganza in 
May 1662.

Catherine of Braganza, daughter of King 
John IV of Portugal, also brought other 
gifts to the marriage, including:

1. Two million crowns
2. The city of Tangiers
3. Sugar, plate, and jewels worth 400,000 

crowns
4. Bills of exchange worth double the 

value of sugar, plate, and jewels
5. The right to free trade with Brazil and 

the East Indies 
 � In 1688, the East India Company acquired 

Bombay from Charles II for an annual rent 
of ten pounds.

198. The All India Muslim League was formed 
in 1906 at   

(a)  Aligarh 
(b)  Dhaka 
(c)  Delhi 
(d)  Karachi

Explanation :  (B)

 � The All-India Muslim League (AIML) was 
established on December 30, 1906 in Dhaka, 
British India (now Dhaka, Bangladesh). The 
league was formed by a group of Muslim 
landlords and nawabs, including Vikar-ul-
Mulk, Khwaja Salimullah, Syed Amir Ali, 
Syed Nabiullah, Khan Bahadur Ghulam, 
and Mustafa Chowdhury. 

 � The league was formed to protect the rights 
of Indian Muslims. The British initially 
encouraged the league, which was generally 
favorable to their rule. The league led the 
movement for a separate Muslim nation.

199. The Indian National Congress was 
founded in 1885 by   

(a)  Dadabhai Naoroji 
(b)  Henry Cotton 
(c)  Badruddin Tyabji 
(d)  A.O. Hume 
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Explanation :  (D)

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) was 
founded on December 28, 1885 by Allan 
Octavian Hume, a retired British civil 
servant, along with Dadabhai Naoroji and 
Dinshaw Wacha. The first session of the 
INC was held in Bombay from December 
28 to 31, 1885.

 � The INC was India’s first political national 
movement. Its initial goal was to involve 
more Indians in the country’s governance. 
Later, its goal changed to complete 
independence. After independence, the 
INC became a major political party in 
India. 

 � The INC aimed at enabling all national 
workers to be personally known to each 
other.

 � They also planned to end the racial, 
religious, and provisional prejudices, which 
would promote the feeling of national unity 
in the country.

200. Who out of the following was not a 
moderate?  

(a)  Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
(b)  Dadabhai Naoroji
(c)  Firozshah Mehta 
(d)  Balgangadhar Tilak 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Aurobindo Ghosh is not considered a 
moderate. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Firoz Shah 
Mehta, Surendra Nath Banerjee, Dadabhai 
Naoroji, and Gopalakrishna Gokhale are 
all considered moderate leaders. However, 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak was a radical who 
opposed moderate ways of thinking. 

 � Tilak was one of the first advocates of 
swaraj, or self-rule. His slogan was “Swaraj 
is my birthright & I shall have it”. In 1907, 
the Congress split into two factions, with 
the radicals led by Tilak advocating civil 
agitation and direct revolution.

201. The Objective Of the Morley-Minto 
reforms was to   

(a)  Establish Dyarchy In Provinces 
(b)  Abolish the post of Secretary of State 

for India
(c)  Extension of Provincial Assemblies
(d)  Give more powers to local government

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Morley-Minto Reforms, also known 
as the Indian Councils Act of 1909, were 
a British Parliament act that increased the 
involvement of Indians in the governance 
of British India. The reforms were  
proposed by Secretary of State John Morley 
and Viceroy Lord Minto, after whom it is 
named. 

The reform had the following objectives : 

1. Increased the size of Legislative 
Council:

 � Central Legislative Council: From 16 to 60 
members.

 � Legislative Councils of Bengal, Madras, 
Bombay and United Provinces: 50 members 
each.

 � Legislative Councils of Punjab, Burma and 
Assam: 30 members each.

2. Appoint Indian officials :

 � The Act allowed for the appointment 
of Indian officials to serve as ex-officio 
members on provincial executive councils.

 � Appoint more Indians to high-level 
positions

 � The reforms also appointed more Indians to 
high-level positions within the government.

 � Appease moderates
 � The reforms were primarily aimed at 

appeasing the moderates of the country.

3. Limit the increase in participation :

 � The main objective behind the reforms was 
to limit the increase in the participation 
of Indians in the central and provincial 
administration. 
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202. In 1921 the Session of the Indian National 
Congress was held when its President 
was in prison and with some other 
leader acting as President. Who was the 
Congress President in prison?  

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(b)  Mohammad Ali 
(c)  C.R. Das
(d)  Abul Kalam 

Explanation :  (C)

 � In 1921, Hakim Ajmal Khan presided over 
the annual session of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) in Ahmedabad. Ajmal 
Khan acted as the acting president on 
behalf of C.R. Das, who was in jail before 
the meeting. 

 � In 1921, Gandhi assumed leadership of the 
INC and led nationwide campaigns to ease 
poverty and expand women’s rights.

203. Which of the following political parties/ 
organisations were established by Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar?    

1. Swaraj Party 
2. Samaj Samata Sangh 
3. All India Scheduled Castes Federation 
4. The Independent Labour Party

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a)  1, 2 and 4
(b)  1, 3 and 4 
(c)  2, 3 and 4
(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C) 

 � The Suspension of the Non-Cooperation 
Movement led to a split within Congress 
in the Gaya session of the Congress in 
December 1922. Leaders like Motilal Nehru 
and Chittranjan Das formed a separate 
group within the Congress known as the 
Swaraj Party on 1 January 1923.

 � Samaj Samat Sangh established in 
September 1927 by Hon. Dr. Babasaheb 
Ambedkar was meant for preaching social 
equality among the untouchables and 

caste Hindus. Inter-caste marriages and 
Intercaste dinners formed important parts 
of the programme of the organisation. 

 � All India scheduled castes federation, was a 
first all India political party exclesively for 
Scheduled Castes. SCF was founded by Dr. 
Ambedkar in a national convention of the 
Scheduled castes held ar Nagpur during 17-
20 July 1942.

 � Independent Labour Party (ILP) was an 
Indian political organisation formed under 
the leadership of Dr. B .R. Ambedkar in 
August 1936 against the brahmanical and 
capitalist structures in the society.

1993

204. Which of the following were the main 
objectives of the Khilafat movement?

1. To rouse anti-British feelings among 
the Muslims of India

2. To reform the Muslim society
3. To demand separate electorates and 

preserve the Khilafat
4. To save the Ottoman empire and 

preserve the Khilafat

Choose the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a)  1 and 2 
(b)   2 and 3
(c)  3 and 4 
(d)   1 and 4

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Khilafat movement was a political 
campaign by Indian Muslims from 1919 to 
1922. 

The movement’s objectives were to:

1. Pressure the British government 
to preserve the Ottoman Sultan’s 
authority as Caliph of Islam after 
World War I

2. Protest against British policies 
towards Turkey

3. Address the grievances of Turkey
4. Promote Hindu-Muslim unity
5. Build political unity amongst Muslims
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6. Use their influence to protect the 
caliphate

7. Restore the Khilafat’s control over 
Muslim sacred places

8. Give the Caliph sufficient territory to 
prevent him from defending Islamic 
faith

9. Keep the Arab Lands (Arabia, Syria, 
Iraq, and Palestine) under Muslim 
rule 

 � The Khilafat movement was initially 
supported by Gandhi’s noncooperation 
movement. In 1920, the movement 
published the Khilafat Manifesto, which 
called upon the British to protect the 
caliphate. The movement fell apart after the 
abolition of the caliphate in 1924. 

205. The title given by British Government to 
Mahatma Gandhi which, he surrendered 
during the Non-Cooperation Movement, 
was   

(a)  Hind Kesari 
(b) Kaiser e-Hind
(c)  Rai Bahadur
(d) Rt.Honorable 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The British government gave Mahatma 
Gandhi the title Kaiser-e-Hind during the 
Non-Cooperation Movement. In 1915, the 
Governor-General of India, Lord Hardinge 
II, awarded the title to Gandhi for his 
services during the Boer War (1899-1902). 

 � In 1920, Gandhi returned the title to protest 
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and support 
the Khilafat Movement. 

 � During the Non-Cooperation Movement, 
Gandhi called on everyone to adopt a policy 
of progressive nonviolent noncooperation. 
This included the surrender of all titles and 
government posts.

206. The   first political organisation 
established in India in 1838 was known 
as  

(a)  British India Society
(b)  Bengal British India Society 

(c)  Settlers Association 
(d)  Zamindary Association

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Zamindari Association, which was 
later renamed the Landholders’ Society, is 
considered the first political association of 
modern India. It was established in Calcutta 
in 1838 by Dwarkanath Tagore and other 
members, including Prasanna Kumar 
Tagore, Radhakanta Deb, Ramkamal Sen, 
and Bhabani Charan Mitra. 

The Landholders’ Society’s main goals 
included:

1. Protecting the interests of landlords
2. Preventing rent-free tenures from 

being resumed
3. Extending the permanent settlement 

of land across India
4. Granting lease of wasteland to its 

occupants
5. Reforming the police, revenue 

departments, and judiciary 
 � In 1851, the Landholders’ Society and the 

Bengal British India Society merged into 
the British Indian Association.

207. Which one of the following statements 
does correctly defines the term ‘drain 
theory’ as propounded by Dadabhai 
Naoroji?   

(a)  That the resources of the country were 
being utilised in the interest of Britain

(b)  That a part of India’s national wealth 
or total annual product was being 
exported to Britain for which India 
got no material return

(c)  That the British Industrialists were 
being given an opportunity to invest 
in India under the protection of the 
imperial power

(d)  That the British goods were being 
imported to the country making it 
poorer day by day

Explanation :  (B)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji’s drain theory states 
that the British are draining India of its 
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resources through colonial rule, which 
causes poverty in India. Naoroji’s theory 
was developed in 1867 and is included in 
his book Poverty and Un-British Rule in 
India. 

 � The theory’s essence is that the unilateral 
transfers that India makes to Britain 
systematically strip the country of resources 
and perpetuate poverty. 

Some examples of the drain theory 
include:

1. Home charges: Indians pay interest to 
England for the army’s maintenance 
and development. The money is then 
transferred to the families of the 
officials in England.

2. Unrequited exports: India exports 
raw materials at a very cheap price.

208. Mahatma Gandhi was referred to as the 
‘Father of the nation’ first by   

(a)  Jawaharlal Nehru 
(b)  Vallabhbhai Patel 
(c)  C. Rajagopalachari 
(d) Subhash Chandra Bose

Explanation :  (D)

 � In 1944, Subhash Chandra Bose referred 
to Mahatma Gandhi as the “Father of the 
Nation” in a radio address from Singapore. 
Bose, a freedom fighter, gave the title 
because he saw Gandhi’s role in establishing 
India as an independent nation. The Indian 
government later recognized the title. 

 � The title “Father of the Nation” is an honorific 
given to someone who is considered the 
driving force behind the establishment of 
a nation. The title is generally given to the 
first president of an independent country.

209. “Indian cotton merchant; banker; 
Congressman and a close associate of 
Mahatma Gandhi.” This description fits 

(a)  G.D. Birla 
(b) M.R. Jayakar
(c)  Jamnalal Bajaj 
(d)  V.S. Srinivasa Sastri 

Explanation :  (A)

The answer is G. D. Birla.

 � Ghanshyam Das Birla, also known as G. D. 
Birla, was an Indian industrialist, banker, 
and congressman who was a close associate 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Birla was born in 
1894 in Pilani, Rajasthan. He started his 
career as a cotton trader and later expanded 
his business into various sectors such as 
cement, chemicals, and textiles. Birla was 
a member of the Indian National Congress 
and supported Gandhi’s non-cooperation 
movement against the British rule. 

Other people who are close associates of 
Mahatma Gandhi include:

1. Jamnalal Bajaj :

 � An Indian industrialist, merchant, 
philanthropist, and Indian independence 
fighter. Bajaj founded the Bajaj Group of 
companies in the 1920s.

2. Zakir Husain :

 � A founding member of the Jamia Millia 
Islamia, an independent national university 
established as a response to the Non-
cooperation movement.

3. Jaju Shrikrishnadas :

 � A social reformer and fighter for women’s 
emancipation who actively worked with 
Gandhi for the spread of Khadi Movement.

4. JC Kumarappa :

 � A pioneer of rural economic development 
theories, which he developed into the 
Gandhian school of economic thought.

5. Mahadev Desai :

 � Gandhi’s closest associate and confidant for 
25 years.

6. Mukund Ramrao Jayakar :

 � A lawyer, scholar, politician, and prominent 
freedom fighter who was the first Vice 
Chancellor at the University of Poona.
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210. The Ryotwari Settlement was introduced 
by the British in the  

(a) Bengal Presidency
(b)  Madras Presidency
(c)  Bombay Presidency
(d)  Madras and Bombay Presidencies

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Ryotwari system was introduced in 
1820 by Sir Thomas Munro, the Governor 
of Madras, as a land revenue system in 
British India. The system was practiced in 
the Madras and Bombay areas, as well as 
Assam and Coorg provinces. 

 � In the Ryotwari system, peasants were 
considered the owners of the land. They 
had the right to sell, mortgage, or gift the 
land, and the government collected taxes 
directly from them. The tax rates were 50% 
in dryland and 60% in wetland.

211. What is the correct chronological 
sequence of the following stages in the 
political life of Mahatama Gandhi?  

1. Champaran
2. Ahmedabad Mill Strike 
3. Kheda
4. Non-cooperation Movement 

Choose the correct option from the codes 
given below:

(a)  2, 4, 3, 1 
(b)   1, 3, 2, 4 
(c)  4, 3, 2, 1 
(d)   3, 4, 2, 1 

Explanation :  (B)

The Champaran Satyagraha :

 � It was a farmer’s uprising that took place 
in the Champaran district of Bihar in 
1917-1918. It was led by Mahatma Gandhi 
and is considered a historically important 
rebellion in the Indian independence 
movement. 

 � The Champaran Satyagraha began when 
farmers revolted against British power 
between 1914 and 1916. The farmers were 

forced to grow indigo on a portion of their 
land, but they could not grow the food they 
needed and received little payment for it. 
The British also forced farmers by binding 
them in unfair contracts to grow indigo on 
their lands. 

 � Gandhi was persuaded by Pandit Raj 
Kumar Shukla to visit the region and try 
to organize mass uprisings by people to 
protest against injustice. 

 � Satyagraha means clinging to truth, holding 
fast to truth, insistence on truth, or firm 
adherence to truth. Gandhiji described 
Satyagraha as “firmness in a good cause” in 
Indian opinion.

The Kheda Satyagraha :

 � It was a non-cooperation movement that 
took place in the Kheda district of Gujarat, 
India in 1918. The movement was led by 
Mahatma Gandhi and was a major revolt in 
the Indian independence movement. 

 � The movement was a protest against the 
collection of taxes. The year 1918 had 
seen failed crops due to droughts. The 
law entitled farmers to remission if their 
produce was less than a quarter of their 
normal output.

 � However, the government refused to grant 
any remission from paying land revenue. 
The peasants also refused to accept a 23% 
tax increase that was imposed on them 
despite a devastating crop failure and 
outbreaks of plague and cholera. 

 � The movement was supported by residents 
of the district of all castes and races. Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel led the farmers in protest 
under Gandhi’s guidance. The movement is 
usually credited as the launch of Gandhi’s 
political career.

The Ahmedabad Mill Strike of 1918 :

 � It was a significant event in India’s freedom 
struggle. The strike was a result of textile 
mill workers protesting poor working 
conditions and the mill owners stopping 
plague bonuses. The strike became a 
major civil disobedience movement, and 
Mahatma Gandhi used non-violent tactics 
for the first time, including a hunger strike 
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and satyagraha. The strike took place in 
February and March of 1918, and was led 
by textile mill workers. The mill had around 
40,000 laborers at the time. 

 � Gandhi was invited to the strike by 
Anasuya Ben Sarabhai and her brother 
Ambalal Sarabhai, a social reformer who 
had returned from England to settle the 
movement. Gandhi intervened to resolve 
the dispute between the workers and the 
mill owners, and started a fast to compel a 
compromise.

The Non-Cooperation Movement :

 � It was  a nonviolent civil disobedience 
campaign launched in 1920 by Mahatma 
Gandhi.  The movement’s goal was to 
achieve Indian independence from British 
rule by persuading the British government 
to grant self-governance.  The movement 
lasted from September 1920 to February 
1922.  

 � The movement’s main objectives were to 
achieve “Poorna swaraj” through peaceful 
means and to restore the old status of the 
Caliph. 

The movement was a response to several 
causes, including:

1. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre
2. The Rowlatt Act
3. The Khilafat Movement
4. The Government of India Act of 1919
5. Resentment at the British after the 

war 
 � The movement’s driving force was 

Gandhi’s philosophy of Satyagraha, 
which emphasized non-violence and civil 
resistance. 

The movement consisted of Indians:

1. Resigning their titles
2. Boycotting government educational 

institutions, the courts, government 
service, foreign goods, and elections

3. Eventually, refusing to pay taxes 
 � The British government responded with 

severe repression, arresting thousands 
of protesters and imposing harsh 

punishments. This led to further resentment 
and fueled the demand for independence.

212. Uplift of the backward classes was the 
main programme of the 

(a)  Prathana Samaj 
(b) Satyashodhak Samaj 
(c)  Arya Samaj 
(d)  Ramakrishna Mission 

Explanation :  (B)

The Satyashodhak Samaj :

 � It is a social reform society that aims to 
uplift the backward classes. Jyotirao Phule 
established the society in Pune, India on 
September 24, 1873. The society’s purpose 
is to liberate the Shudra and Untouchable 
castes from exploitation and oppression. 

The Satyashodhak Samaj’s mission is to:

1. Provide education to the lower castes
2. Increase social rights and political 

access for underprivileged groups
3. Focus on women, Shudras, and Dalits 

The government of India has taken 
several measures to uplift backward 
classes, including:

1. Abolishing untouchability
2. Removing restrictions on access to 

temples, tanks, wells, shops, and more
3. Protecting from social evils and 

exploitation 

The government also has several 
programs to uplift the weaker section of 
society, including:

1. Pre/post Matric Scholarship for OBC/
SC/ST Students

2. Reservation or quota system in 
government jobs

3. The Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes “(Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989”

Prarthana Samaj translates to “Prayer 
Society” in Sanskrit :

 � It was a religious and social reform 
movement in Bombay, India, founded 
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by Atmaram Pandurang and his brother 
Dadoba Pandurang on March 31, 1867. The 
movement’s goal was to have people believe 
in and worship only one God. 

 � The movement became popular after 
Mahadev Govind Ranade joined. The 
movement was more concerned with social 
reforms than with religion.

Some of its successes include:

1. Anti-Brahminism
2. Self-respect marriages
3. Encouraging inter-caste and inter-

religious marriages
4. Encouraging marriage ceremonies 

without Brahmin priest

Arya Samaj :

 � It is a Hindu reform movement that was 
founded in 1875 by Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati. The name translates to “Society 
of Nobles” in Sanskrit. The movement’s 
goal is to reestablish the Vedas, the earliest 
Hindu scriptures, as revealed truth. 

 � Arya Samaj followers believe in one 
God, known as “Om,” who is omniscient, 
omnipresent, omnipotent, and the source 
of all justice, bliss, intelligence, and mercy. 
They also believe that the  Vedas are 
infallible and the literal word of God. The 
movement is based on two tenets: 
1. monotheism and 
2. the infallible authority of the Vedas. 

 � Arya Samaj followers condemn idol 
worship and emphasize the Vedas as 
the primary source of knowledge. The 
movement promotes the principles of 
truth, righteousness, and the welfare of all.

 � Swami Vivekananda, the chief disciple 
of  the Indian Hindu spiritual guru 
Ramakrishna, founded the Ramakrishna 
Mission on May 1, 1897. The mission was 
originally called The Ramakrishna Mission 
Association. 

 � The mission is named after Ramakrishna 
and primarily promotes the Hindu 
philosophy of Vedanta–Advaita Vedanta 
and four yogic ideals. The mission played 
a significant role in the development of 

nationalistic awareness and the spiritual 
growth of Indians. 

 � Swami Vivekananda said he wanted to “set 
in motion a machinery which will bring 
noblest ideas to the doorstep of even the 
poorest and the meanest”.

213. The foundation of modern educational 
system in India was laid by   

(a)  The Charter Act of 1813 
(b)  Macaulay’s Minutes of 1835 
(c)  The Hunter Commission of 1882 
(d)  Wood’s Despatch of 1854

Explanation :  (B)

 � The foundation  of  India’s modern   
education system was laid by Macaulay’s 
Minutes of 1835. The Charter Act of 1813 
was the first step towards modern education 
in India. 

 � In 1854, Charles Wood prepared a Despatch 
on an educational system for India. This 
document was the first comprehensive 
plan for the spread of education in India. 
It is considered the “Magna Carta of 
English Education in India”. The Despatch 
declared that the aim of the Government’s 
educational policy was the teaching of 
Western Education. 

 � Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay brought 
the modern school system to India in the 
1830s. The curriculum was confined to 
“modern” subjects such as science and 
mathematics.

The Charter Act of 1813 :

 � It is also known as the East India Company 
Act of 1813, was a law passed by the British 
Parliament. 

The Charter Act of 1813 included the 
following features:

1. Ended the Company’s trade 
monopoly: The Company’s trade 
monopoly was ended, except for trade 
with China, tea, and opium.

2 Extended the Company’s rule: The 
Company’s rule was extended for 
another 20 years.
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3. Increased the Supreme Court’s 
authority: The Supreme Court’s 
authority over those who were taxed 
was expanded.

4. Set the company’s dividend: The 
company’s dividend was fixed at 10.5 
percent.

5. Empowered local governments: It 
empowered the local governments to 
tax people subject to the jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court.

6. Allocated funds for education: One 
lakh rupees was allocated for the 
progress of India’s education system.

7. Gave the Board of Control more 
authority: The Board of Control was 
given more authority.

8. Allowed missionaries to preach: 
Christian missionaries were 
permitted to preach religion in India 
and propagate English.

9. Asserted the Crown’s sovereignty: 
The Act expressly asserted the Crown’s 
sovereignty over British India.

10. Permitted the improvement of 
literary and scientific knowledge: 
100,000 rupees annually was allotted 
for the improvement of literary and 
scientific knowledge.

Wood’s Dispatch :

 � It is the informal name for a formal dispatch 
sent in 1854 by Sir Charles Wood to Lord 
Dalhousie, the Governor-General of India. 
Wood was the President of the Board of 
Control of the British East India Company.

 � The dispatch is also known as the Magna 
Carta of English Education in India. It 
outlined a plan for expanding education in 
British India.

The dispatch’s objectives included:

1. Educating Indians on Western culture
2. Producing a class of public officials
3. Promoting the moral and intellectual 

development of the next generation

4. Enhancing Indians’ practical and 
vocational skills

The dispatch suggested that:

1. Primary schools should adopt 
vernacular languages

2. High schools should use an Anglo-
vernacular medium

3. English should be the medium for 
college-level education

The dispatch’s recommendations 
included:

1. Establishing a Department of Public 
Instruction in each of Bengal’s five 
provinces

2. Expanding mass education
3. Establishing universities in the 

three Presidency towns of Calcutta, 
Bombay, and Madras

The dispatch’s impact included:

1. The establishment of universities in 
Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta in 
1857

2. The establishment of education 
departments in all provinces

3. The establishment of Bethune School 
for women’s education

The Hunter Commission :

 � It was established in 1882 by Viceroy Lord 
Ripon to examine the state of education in 
India and recommend reforms.

The commission’s objectives were to:

1. Assess the status of elementary 
education in the British territories

2. Suggest ways to improve and extend 
elementary education

3. Assess the work of religious 
missionaries in the field of education 

4. The commission was headed by 
William Wilson Hunter, an Indian 
Civil Service (ICS) officer and a 
member of Lord Ripon’s Executive 
council.

 � The  commission  had 20 members,  
including 7 Indian members. The 
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commission tried to improve the Indian 
education system by developing proper 
infrastructure, improving primary 
education, and adopting a policy of 
religious neutrality.

1994

214. Those who joined Mahatma Gandhi 
during the Champaran struggle included 

(a) Vallabhbhai Patel and Vinobha Bhave
(b) Jawaharlal Nehru and Rajendra 

Prasad
(c) Rajendra Prasad and Anugraha 

Narayan Sinha
(d) Mahadev Desai and Maniben Patel 

Explanation :  (C)

Mahatma Gandhi was accompanied by a 
team of lawyers and other leaders during 
the Champaran Satyagraha in 1917:

1. Lawyers: Brajkishore Prasad, Rajendra 
Prasad, Maulana Mazharul Haque, 
Anugrah Narayan Sinha, Babu Gaya 
Prasad Singh, Ramnavmi Prasad, and 
others including J. B. Kripalani

2. Other leaders: Mahadev Desai, 
Narhari Parekh, and N.G. Ranga 

 � The Champaran Satyagraha was a 
movement that gave direction to India’s 
youth and freedom struggle. Gandhi was 
invited to Champaran, Bihar by a local 
named Rajkumar Shukla to look into 
the issues of farmers. The government 
appointed a Commission of Inquiry to 
look into the issue and nominated Gandhi 
as one of the members. The Commission 
found the Planters guilty of exploitation. 

Some prominent women at the forefront 
of the movement included:

1. Aruna Asaf Ali
2. Kamala Devi
3. Usha Mehta
4. Sucheta Kripalani 

 � Thousands of other women took part in 
the movement, which saw an estimated 
100,000 protestors arrested.

215. Who among the following was the leader 
of a number of anti- British revolts in 
Sambalpur?  

(a)  Utirat Singh 
(b)  Surendra Sai 
(c)  Kattabomman
(d)  Sayyid Ahmad Barelvi 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Veer Surendra Sai led the anti-British 
revolts in Sambalpur. The revolts took place 
in two phases, from 1827–1840 and 1857–
1862.

 � Surendra Sai is a descendant of Madhukar 
Sai, the former King of Sambalpur. In 1857, 
during the Sepoy Mutiny, Surendra Sai 
and his brother Udyant Sai were set free 
by the sepoys. Surendra Sai fights against 
the British after reaching Sambalpur, but 
eventually surrenders when the British 
suppress the rebellion.

216. The first Indian ruler who joined the Sub-
sidiary Alliance was  

(a)  the Nawab of Oudh 
(b)  the Nizam of Hyderabad 
(c)  Peshwa Baji Rao II
(d)  the King of Travancore 

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Nizam of Hyderabad, Nizam Ali Khan 
(Asaf Jah II), was the first Indian ruler to 
join the Subsidiary Alliance in 1798. The 
alliance made Hyderabad the first princely 
state to become a British protectorate. 

 � Lord Wellesley (1798-1805) introduced the 
Subsidiary Alliance in 1798. The Subsidiary 
Alliance system was  a tributary alliance 
between the British East India Company 
and Indian states in South Asia. The British 
government introduced the policy in 1798 
to capture the sovereignty of princely 
states. The system led to the British Empire 
in India and the loss of independence for 
many Indian states. 

The Subsidiary Alliance system had the 
following features:
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1. British :
 � The British would protect Indian states 

against foreign attacks or internal revolts 
and promise non-interference in internal 
affairs.
2. Payment :

 � Indian rulers had to pay for the British 
army’s maintenance. If they failed to make 
the payment, a portion of their territory 
would be taken away and ceded to the 
British.

Terms and conditions :

Indian rulers had to accept certain terms 
and conditions, including:

i.  Keeping the company’s army at the 
capital of their state

ii.  Giving either money or territory to 
the company for the maintenance of 
the troops

iii.  Expelling all other Europeans from 
their state

iv.  Keeping a European official called 
“resident” at the capital of their state

v.  Not negotiating with any other rulers 
without prior consent from the 
Governor-General

vi.  Not employ any European in their 
service without getting approval from 
the British

vii.  Not entering any political connection 
with any other Indian state without 
the permission of the British 

 � The Subsidiary Alliance system led to the 
building of the British Empire in India and 
the loss of independence for many Indian 
states.

217. The capital of the kingdom of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh was   

(a)  Amritsar 
(b)  Patiala
(c)  Lahore 
(d)  Kapurthala 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The capital of the kingdom of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh was Lahore. In 1799, Ranjit 
Singh captured Lahore from the Afghan 

ruler Zaman Shah Durrani and moved 
his capital there from Gujranwala. In 
1801, Ranjit Singh proclaimed himself the 
maharaja of the Punjab.

218. Which one of the following upheavals 
took place in Bengal immediately after 
the Revolt of 1857?  

(a)  Sanyasi Rebellion 
(b)  Santhal Rebellion 
(c) Indigo Disturbances 
(d)  Pabna Disturbances

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Indigo Disturbances, also known as 
the Indigo Rebellion or Neel Bidroha, 
occurred in Bengal during the late 1850s 
and early 1860s. The Indigo Rebellion was 
a peasant movement that began in 1859 
when farmers rebelled against British 
planters. The planters forced the farmers 
to grow indigo instead of food crops under 
exploitative terms.

The Sanyasi Rebellion :

 � It is also known as the monk revolt, was 
a rebellion in Bengal, India from 1770–
1777. The rebellion was led by sannyasis 
and sadhus in the forests of Murshidabad 
and Baikunthapur, Jalpaiguri, and was a 
challenge to British rule and exploitation. 
The rebellion’s goal was to raid English 
factories and government treasuries. 

 � The rebellion began in 1750, but became 
violent in 1773 when Warren Hastings 
became the Governor-General of Bengal. 
In 1771, 150 unarmed sannyasis were killed 
by order of Warren Hastings. The rebellion 
was suppressed by Warren Hastings. 

 � The rebellion is the subject of the 1882 
Bengali fiction Anandamath by Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay. The book is 
considered one of the most important 
novels in Bengali and Indian literature.

The Santhal Rebellion :

 � It is also known as the Sonthal Rebellion or 
the Santhal Hool, was a peasant revolt that 
took place in 1855–1856. It was the first 
peasant revolt in India. 
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•	 The rebellion was led by the four Murmu 
brothers: Sidhu, Kanhu, Chand, and 
Bhairav. On June 30, 1855, the brothers 
mobilized around 60,000 Santhals and 
declared a rebellion against the East India 
Company (EIC). The rebellion began 
after a massive assembly of over 6,000 
Santhals representing around 400 villages. 
The Santhals were a tribal  community 
who lived in the regions of present-day 
Jharkhand and West Bengal.

 � They were facing oppression and 
exploitation by moneylenders, landlords, 
and British colonial authorities. The British 
convinced the Santhals to clear forests and 
practice settled agriculture, and then took 
land away from them with the Permanent 
Land Settlement of 1793. The Santhals were 
also forced to rely on moneylenders, which 
led to a heavy debt burden and increasing 
poverty. The rebellion took place during 
Lord Dalhousie’s tenure (1848-1856).

The Pabna Disturbances :

 � It is also known as the Pabna Revolt, 
was a peasant uprising that took place 
from 1873–1876. The revolt began in the 
Yusufshahi Pargana of Pabna, which is now 
part of Bangladesh. 

 � The peasants, known as “Ryots” in the native 
language, revolted against the “zamindars” 
who oppressed them with high rents, 
evictions, and other levies. The peasants 
were forced to pay land taxes, rents, and 
other levies regardless of the year’s harvest, 
crop production rate, and low rainfall. In 
fact, the taxes were often doubled for the 
poor peasants. 

 � The Pabna rebellion is considered a 
landmark because it brought about a change 
in perception between the individual rights 
of zamindar and peasants.

219. Consider the map given below:  

The map shows the sea voyage route 
followed by 

(a)  Thomas Cook 
(b)  Ferdinand Magellan
(c)  John Cabot
(d)  Vasco da Gama 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Thomas Cook was famous for founding a 
travel company, Thomas Cook & Son. He 
didnt go on voyages to discover routes or 
new land.

 � Ferdinand Magellan was a Portuguese 
explorer who organized the Spanish 
expedition to the East Indies from 1519 to 
1522, resulting in the first circumnavigation 
of the Earth, completed by Juan Sebastián 
Elcano. The map likely displays the 
route Magellan took during this famous 
expedition.

 � John Cabot was a Venetian navigator and 
explorer whose 1497 discovery of North 
America under the commission of Henry 
VII of England disputed the Columbus 
discoveries. His route was primarily 
through the North Atlantic.

 � Vasco da Gama was a Portuguese explorer, 
one of the most successful in the Age of 
Discovery and the commander of the first 
ships to sail directly from Europe to India. 

220. What is common among Madam Bhikaji 
Cama, M. Barkatulla, V.V.S. Iyer and 
M.N. Roy?  

(a) All of them were leading members 
of the International Communist 
Movement
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(b) M. Barkatulla was the Prime Minister 
and the rest were Ministers in the 
Provisional Government of Free 
India established by a group of 
revolutionaries at Kabul

(c)  All of them were among the 
prominent revolutionaries outside 
India operating in different countries 
during the Freedom Movement

(d) All of them were accused in the case 
relating to the throwing of a bomb on 
Lord Hardinge 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Madam Bhikaji Cama, M. Barkatullah, 
V.V.S. Iyer, and M.N. Roy are all 
revolutionaries who have operated outside 
of India during the Freedom Movement. 

Here’s some more information about 
each of them:

1. Madam Bhikaji Cama :

 � Known as the “Mother of Indian 
Revolutionaries”, she was a Parsi 
revolutionary who established the Paris 
Indian Society to support revolutionaries 
in exile.

2. M. Barkatullah :

 � An Indian revolutionary from Bhopal who 
fought from outside India.

3. V.V.S. Iyer :

 � A Tamil scholar and law graduate who was 
a member of an extremist group of freedom 
fighters.

4. M.N. Roy :

 � A defender of democracy and a leading 
figure in Indian and international 
humanism. His core beliefs include 
freedom for individuals, social progress 
based on freedom, and philosophy based 
on science.

221. The significance of the Bengal Regulation 
of 1793 lies in the fact that  

(a)  it provided for the establishment of 
the Supreme Court

(b)  it restricted the application of English 
law to Englishmen only

(c)  it accommodated the personal laws of 
Hindus and Muslims

(d)  it provided for the appointment of the 
Indian Law Commission

Explanation :  (C)

The Bengal Regulation of 1793 is 
significant for a number of reasons, 
including:

1. Personal laws :

 � It marked an early recognition of personal 
laws based on religious customs. This laid 
the foundation for the development of 
separate personal law codes for different 
communities in India.

2. English law :

 � It restricted the application of English law 
to Englishmen only.

3 Legal profession :

 � It created a regular legal profession for the 
Company’s Courts for the first time.

4. Coercion :

 � It vested the power of coercion over the 
proprietors and farmers of land in the 
Collectors.

5. Inheritance :

 � It declared that the estates of proprietors of 
land dying intestate are liable to be divided 
among the heirs of the deceased agreeably 
to the Hindu or Muhammadan laws.

222. Which of the following international 
events influenced the course of the 
national movement in India before the 
advent of Mahatma Gandhi?  

1. Italian Abyssinian War, 1898
2  Boxer Movement in China
3. Revolutionary Movement in Ireland
4. Victory of Japan in the Russo-Japanese 

War 

Choose the correct answer from the code 
given below.
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(a)  1, 2 and 3 only  
(b)  1, 2 and 4 only
(c)  3 and 4 only 
(d)  1, 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (D)

The following international events 
influenced the course of the national 
movement in India before the advent of 
Mahatma Gandhi:

1. Italian-Abyssinian War, 1898
2. Boxer Movement in China
3. Revolutionary Movement in Ireland
4. Victory of Japan in the Russo-Japanese 

War, 1905 
 � The defeat of Italy by Ethiopia in 1896 

and the defeat of Russia by Japan in 1905 
shattered the propaganda of European 
invincibility.

1995

223. In the interim government formed in 
1946, the Vice-President of the Executive 
Council  

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(b)  Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 
(c)  C. Rajagopalachari 
(d)  Dr. Rajendra Prasad

Explanation :  (A)

 � Jawaharlal Nehru was the Vice-President of 
the Executive Council in the first interim 
government of India, which was formed 
on September 2, 1946. Jawaharlal Nehru 
also served as the Prime Minister of the 
government. 

 � The Interim Government was formed to 
oversee the transition of India from a British 
colony to an independent republic. It was 
dissolved on August 15, 1947, when India 
became independent and was partitioned 
into India and Pakistan.

224. Which one of the following was an 
emigree Communist Journal of M.N. 
Roy?  

(a)  Kisan Sabha 
(b)  The Worker 

(c)  Vanguard
(d)  Anushilan

Explanation :  (C)

 � Vanguard was an emigre Communist 
journal founded by Manabendra Nath Roy 
(M.N. Roy) in Berlin in 1920. Vanguard was 
a platform for spreading communist ideas 
among Indian revolutionaries. It was also 
a mouthpiece for the Radical Democratic 
Party, which Roy founded.

The All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) :

 � It is a peasant front that advocates for 
farmers’ rights and anti-feudal movements 
in India. It was founded in 1936 as the All 
India Kisan Congress at the Indian National 
Congress (INC) Lucknow Session.

The AIKS’s objectives include:

1. Abolishing landlordism and 
distributing land to agricultural and 
other rural laborers

2. Improving the standard of living of 
rural masses

3. Ending the exploitation of agricultural 
and other rural laborers 

 � The AIKS is also known as the Akhil 
Bharatiya Kisan Sabha and is the peasant 
or farmers’ wing of the Communist Party 
of India. Sahajanand Saraswati was the first 
president of the AIKS, and NG Ranga was 
the first secretary.

Anushilan Samiti :

 � It was a Bengali organization that operated 
in India in the early 20th century. The name 
translates to “Practice Association”. 

 � The Samiti was originally a youth society 
and gymnasium that engaged in traditional 
physical activities and social work. It 
was established in 1902 and lasted until 
1930. The Samiti’s focus was on physical 
education and the moral development of 
its members. 

 � However, the Samiti was also an 
underground society for anti-British 
revolutionaries. The group advocated 
for revolutionary violence to overthrow 
the British Empire in India. They were 
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influenced by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s 
Anandmath and the Italian Nationalist 
Giuseppe Mazzini. The Samiti was led by 
nationalists such as Aurobindo Ghosh.

225. The radical wing of the Congress Party, 
with Jawaharlal Nehru as one of its main 
leaders, founded the ‘Independence for 
India League’ in opposition to  

(a)  the Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
(b)  the Home Rule Movement
(c)  the Nehru Report
(d)  the Montford Reforms

Explanation :  (C)

The Indian Independence :

 � League was founded in 1928 by Rash 
Behari Bose. The league was a political 
organization that operated from the 1920s 
to the 1940s. Its main goals were to foster 
Indian nationalism and gain Japanese 
support for the Indian Independence 
Movement. The league’s activities included 
working with people living outside British 
India to remove British colonial rule. 

 � In 1928, the All Parties Conference in 
British India issued the Nehru Report, 
which called for a new dominion status and 
a federal government for the constitution 
of India.

 � The ‘Independence for India League’ acted 
as a pressure group within the congress 
for acceptance of the goals of complete 
independence and a Socialist, Democratic 
State.

 � Jawaharlal Nehru was an Indian anti-
colonial nationalist, statesman, and secular 
humanist. He was a central figure in India 
during the middle of the 20th century and 
a principal leader of the Indian nationalist 
movement in the 1930s and 1940s.

226. Which one of the following pairs is 
correctly matched?  

(a)  Battle of Buxar: Mir Jafar vs. Clive
(b)  Battle of Wandiwash: French vs. East 

India Company
(c)  Battle of Chilianwala : Dalhousie vs. 

Marathas

(d)  Battle of Kharda: Nizam vs. East India 
Company

Explanation :  (B)

The Battle of Buxar :

 � It was fought between the British East India 
Company and the combined armies of the 
Nawab of Bengal, the Nawab of Awadh, and 
the Mughal Emperor. The battle took place 
on October 22–23, 1764, in northeastern 
India. The British East India Company was 
led by Major Hector Munro. 

 � The battle was a result of the Nawab of 
Bengal’s misuse of trade privileges and the 
East India Company’s colonialist ambitions.

The battle resulted in the following:

1. Mir Qasim, Shuja-Ud-Daula, and 
Shah Alam-II lost the battle

2. Major Hector Munro won a decisive 
battle

3. English became a great power in 
northern India 

 � The defeat of Mir Qasim marked the end of 
the Nawabs’ rule.

The Battle of Wandiwash :

 � It was fought between the British and the 
French in 1760. The battle was part of the 
Third Carnatic War, which was fought 
between the British and French colonial 
empires from 1757 to 1763. The Third 
Carnatic War was part of the global Seven 
Years’ War (1756–63). 

 � The British, led by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Eyre Coote, defeated the French 
forces under Thomas-Arthur, Comte 
de Lally, at Vandavasi in the present-
day Tiruvannamalai district. The battle 
established British supremacy in India and 
helped to vanquish the native powers. The 
battle also helped to cut off the vital sea link 
between the French possessions in India 
and France. 

 � The war concluded with the signing of the 
Treaty of Paris in 1763. As per the treaty, 
Pondicherry, Karaikal and Mahe were 
restored to the French under the protection 
of the English.
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The Battle of Chillianwala :

 � It was fought on January 13, 1849 between 
the British East India Company (EIC) and 
the Sikh Empire. The battle was part of the 
Second Anglo-Sikh War (1848-9) and took 
place in the Chillianwala region of Punjab, 
which is now part of Pakistan. 

 � The battle was bloody and indecisive, with 
the Sikh army forcing the British to retreat.

 � The British lost several guns and men, 
which contributed to the loss of British 
prestige and morale. This loss of prestige 
is considered to be one of the factors that 
contributed to the Indian rebellion of 1857.

 � The British forces were led by Lord Gough, 
while the Sikhs were led by Rajah Sher 
Singh. General Gough’s underestimation 
of the Sikhs, based on previous victories, 
led to a frontal assault instead of flanking 
maneuvers.

The Battle of Kharda :

 � It is also known as the Battle of Khurla, 
was fought on March 11, 1795 between 
the Maratha Empire and the Nizam of 
Hyderabad. The Marathas won a decisive 
victory, and the Nizam was forced to cede 
large amounts of territory and pay a huge 
indemnity. This battle led to the Nizam 
becoming a British protectorate. 

 � The Battle of Kharda was significant 
because it was the last time the Maratha 
Confederacy united for a common 
cause. The Marathas and the Nizam had 
previously fought together against Tipu 
Sultan of Mysore. The battle took place in 
the present-day Ahmednagar District of 
Maharashtra.

227. Hooghly was used as a base for piracy in 
the Bay of Bengal by  

(a)  the Portuguese 
(b)  the French
(c)  the Danish 
(d)  the British

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Portuguese used Hooghly as a base for 
piracy in the Bay of Bengal in the 16th and 

17th centuries. The Portuguese founded 
Hooghly in 1537, following the decline of 
Satgaon, the mercantile capital of Lower 
Bengal. In 1632, Mughal armies expelled 
the Portuguese from Hooghly.

228. The word Adivasi was used for the first 
time to refer to the tribal people by  

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi
(b) Thakkar Bappa 
(c)  Jyotiba Phule
(d)  B.R. Ambedkar

Explanation :  (B)

 � Thakkar Bappa, also known as Amritlal 
Vithaldas Thakkar, first used the word 
“Adivasi” in 1930s to refer to forest 
inhabitants. The term comes from the 
Hindi words “adi” and “vasi”, which mean 
“of earliest times” or “from the beginning” 
and “inhabitant” or “resident”, respectively. 

 � Thakkar Bappa was a social reformer 
and social worker who worked for the 
upliftment of tribal people in India. He 
was born in 1869 in Bhavnagar, in the 
Saurashtra region of Gujarat, and died in 
1951. He is credited with coining the term 
“Adivasi” in the early 20th century. 

 � Adivasis are the indigenous people of 
eastern and central India who were 
identified as “tribes” under British colonial 
rule. Today, they have a constitutional 
status as “Scheduled Tribese”.

229. What is the correct sequence of the 
following events?  

1. The Lucknow Pact
2. The Introduction of Dyarchy 
3. The Rowlatt Act
4. The Partition of Bengal

Choose the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a)  1, 3, 2, 4  
(b)  4, 1, 3, 2
(c)  1, 2, 3, 4  
(d)  4, 3, 2, 1

Explanation :  (B)
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The Partition of Bengal in 1905 :

 � It was a territorial reorganization of the 
Bengal Presidency by the British Raj. The 
partition separated the largely Muslim 
eastern areas from the largely Hindu 
western areas. The partition was announced 
by Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India at 
the time, and came into effect during his 
viceroyalty. 

 � The partition left a significant minority 
of Hindus in East Bengal and Muslims in 
West Bengal. The Muslims supported the 
partition because they would have their 
own province, but the Hindus opposed it. 
The partition marked the start of the Indian 
National Congress’ transformation from a 
middle-class political organization into a 
wide-ranging growing movement. 

 � The partition brought the province 
to the brink of open rebellion. British 
officials argued that the province’s size 
made it difficult to handle and led to the 
marginalization of the poorer eastern part.

The Lucknow Pact :

 � It was an agreement signed in 1916 between 
the Indian National Congress and the All-
India Muslim League. The pact’s main goal 
was to increase the number of Indians in 
the country’s highest decision-making 
bodies. 

The pact’s proposals included:

1. Four-fifths of the provincial and 
central legislatures were to be elected 
on a broad franchise.

2. Half the executive council members, 
including those of the central 
executive council, were to be Indians 
elected by the councils themselves.

3. Religious minorities were to be 
represented in the provincial 
legislatures.

4. One-third representation was to 
be given to Muslims in the Central 
Government.

5. Separate electorates for all 
communities until a joint electorate 
was demanded by all. 

 � The pact was largely responsible for by 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, who was a member 
of both parties.

The Rowlatt Act :

 � It is officially known as the Anarchical and 
Revolutionary Crimes Act of 1919, was 
passed by the British government in March 
1919. 

The act gave the British government the 
power to:

1. Arrest anyone suspected of terrorist 
activities

2. Detain people arrested for up to two 
years without trial

3. Search places without a warrant
4. Place severe restrictions on the 

freedom of the press 
 � The purpose of the Act was to curb the 

growing nationalist upsurge in the country. 
The act was named after Sir Sidney Rowlatt, 
the chairman of the committee that drafted 
it. 

 � The Rowlatt Acts were a set of laws passed 
in February 1919 by the Imperial Legislative 
Council, the legislature of British India. The 
acts were intended to replace the Defence of 
India Act of 1915, which had been passed 
during wartime. 

 � The Rowlatt Act led to nationwide unrest. 
Mahatma Gandhi called upon the people to 
perform satyagraha against the act. Rallies 
were organized in various cities. Workers 
went on strike in railways. Workshops and 
shops closed down.

Dyarchy :

 � It is also known as diarchy, was a 
constitutional reform introduced in 1919 
for the provinces of British India. It was a 
system of dual government that divided 
the powers of the provincial government 
into two categories: 
1. reserved and 
2. transferred. 

 � The Government of India Act of 1919 
introduced dyarchy, which was a two-
person rule consisting of executive 
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councillors and popular ministers. The 
governor would serve as the province’s 
executive head. 

The reserved subjects included:

1. Finance
2. Irrigation
3. Law and order
4. Land revenue 

•	 The transferred subjects included: 
1. Local government, 
2. Health, 
3. Education, 
4. Excise, 
5. Industry. 

 � Dyarchy was a breakthrough in British 
Indian government and led to India’s 
full provincial autonomy in 1935 and 
independence in 1947. 

230. Which of the following political parties 
is/are national political parties?  

1. Muslim League
2. Revolutionary Socialist Party 
3. All India Forward Block
4. Peasants and Workers Party of India 

Choose the correct answer from the codes 
given below:

(a)  1, 2 and 3 
(b)  2 and 4
(c)  3 only 
(d)  None of the above

Explanation :  (D)

The Muslim League :

 � It was founded in 1906 as a political party 
representing the interests of Muslims in 
British India. However, after the partition 
of India and Pakistan in 1947, the Muslim 
League primarily operated in Pakistan, 
where it became one of the major political 
parties. Since its focus is primarily on 
Pakistan, it cannot be considered a national 
political party in the context of India. 

The Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP) :

 � It is a political party in India that was 
established in 1940. The RSP has a presence 
in multiple states across India, including 
West Bengal, Kerala, and Tripura. It has 
participated in state-level politics and 
has had some electoral success. However, 
its presence and influence are primarily 
regional rather than national.

The All-India Forward Block :

 � It is a left-wing political party in India 
that was founded by Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1939. The party has a 
presence in several states across India, 
and it promotes socialism, secularism, 
and anti-imperialism. While the party 
has participated in national politics and 
contested elections at the national level, 
it has not been able to establish itself as a 
major national political party. 
The Peasants and Workers Party of India 
(PWPI) :

 � It is a communist party that operates 
mainly in the state of Maharashtra. The 
party was founded in 1947 and has a 
significant presence in the western regions 
of Maharashtra. Although the PWPI has 
participated in state-level politics and 
had some electoral success, its influence 
remains largely regional.

 � None of the given political parties can be 
considered national political parties as 
they do not have a substantial presence or 
influence across the entire nation of India.

231. The Barrah dacoity was the first major 
venture of the revolutionary terrorist of 
the freedom movement in  

(a)  Bombay Karnataka 
(b)  Punjab
(c)  East Bengal
(d)  The Madras Presidency.

Explanation :  (C)

 � In 1908, Pulin Behari Das organized the 
Barrah dacoity, which was a revolutionary 
terrorist’s first  major venture in the freedom 
movement. The dacoity was a daylight 
attack on the residence of the Zamindar of 
Barrah in the Dhaka district of East Bengal. 
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 � The term “dacoity” is an anglicized 
version of the Hindi word S>mHy$ which 
means “banditry”. In 1830, the East India 
Company established the Thuggee and 
Dacoity Department.

232. Which one of the following pairs is not 
correctly matched?  

(a) Jamnalal Bajaj Satyagraha 
Ashram at 

Wardha 
(b) Dadabhai 

Naoroji 
 Bombay 

Association 
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai National School 

at Lahore
(d) Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak 
Satya Shodhak 

Sabha

Explanation :  (D)

Satyashodhak Samaj (Truth-seekers’ 
Society) :

 � It is a social reform society founded in 1873 
by Jyotiba Phule in Pune, Maharashtra. The 
society’s mission was to improve the lives of 
Dalits and women through education and 
increased social and political rights. 

 � The society’s critiques of Brahmanical 
tradition in Maharashtra led to a peasant-
based mass movement against the shetji-
bhatji class of intelligentsia and the 
moneylender-landlord. 

 � The society’s leadership was made up of 
members of the lower classes, including 
malis, telis, wearers of saris, kunbis, and 
dhangars. Membership of the society was 
open to all castes, sects, and religions. 

 � The society organized a movement for the 
upliftment of tribals in Bihar, a temple-
entry movement in Gujarat, an anti-caste 
movement in Maharashtra, and a peasant 
movement in Punjab.

 � Lala Lajpat Rai (1865-1928) helped establish 
the Dayananda Anglo-Vedic School in 
Lahore in 1886. He also established the 
National College in Lahore, where Bhagat 
Singh studied. 

 � Lajpat Rai was a committed educationist 
and a follower of Dayananda Sarasvati, the 
founder of the conservative Hindu society 
Arya Samaj. He was also a member of 
the Indian National Congress (INC) and 
participated in many political agitations in 
Punjab. In 1920, he was elected President 
of the Indian National Congress. In 1921, 
he founded the Servants of the People 
Society, a non-profit welfare organization, 
in Lahore.

 � Dadabhai Naoroji was a notable member 
of the Bombay Association, which was 
founded in 1852 by Jagannath Shankarshet. 
The Bombay Association was the first 
political organization in the Bombay 
Presidency. It was established to express 
public grievances against the British. 

Other notable members of the Bombay 
Association included:

1. Sir Jamshedji Jejibhai
2. Naoroji Fursungi
3. Vinayak Shankarshet
4. Dr Bhau Daji Lad 

 � The Bombay Presidency was a former 
province of British India that included 
much of western and central India, as 
well as parts of Pakistan and the Arabian 
Peninsula.

 � The 39 Satyagraha Ashram was established 
in Wardha, Maharashtra in 1921 by 
Acharya Vinoba Bhave, a twentieth-
century sage. The ashram is now called the 
Mahila Ashram. 

 � In the 1920s, Acharya Vinoba Bhave set 
up a branch of the Satyagraha Ashram at 
Wardha at the request of Shri Jamanalal 
Bajaj.

233. In 1930 Mahatma Gandhi started Civil 
Disobedience Movement from   

(a)  Sevagram 
(b)  Dandi
(c)  Sabarmati 
(d)  Wardha

Explanation :  (B)
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 � Mahatma Gandhi started the Civil 
Disobedience Movement in 1930 with 
the Dandi Salt March. The march began 
on March 12, 1930, at Gandhi’s Sabarmati 
Ashram in Ahmedabad, and ended at 
Dandi, a coastal town in Gujarat. 

 � On the march, Gandhi and his followers 
defy British policy by making salt from 
seawater. Gandhi also breaks the British 
Government’s Salt Law by picking up a 
handful of salt in Dandi. 

 � The Civil Disobedience Movement is a 
nonviolent protest and a campaign of tax 
resistance against the British salt monopoly.

Other activities that became popular 
during this time include:

1. No tax campaign
2. No revenue campaign
3. No rent (land tax) campaign

1996

234. The meeting of Indian and  British 
political leaders during 1930-32 in 
London has often been referred to as the 
First; Second and Third Round Table 
Conferences. It would be incorrect to 
refer to them as such because  

(a)  the Indian National Congress did not 
take part in two of them

(b)  Indian parties other than the Indian 
National Congress participating in 
the Conference represented sectional 
interests and not the whole of India

(c)  the British Labour Party had 
withdrawn from the Conference, 
thereby making the proceedings of 
the Conference partisan

(d)  it was an instance of Conference held 
in three sessions and not that of three 
separate conferences 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Round Table Conferences were a series 
of meetings held in three sessions in London 
from 1930 to 1932. The purpose of these 
conferences was to discuss constitutional 
reforms for India and find a mutually 
agreeable solution between Indian leaders 

and the British government. While there 
were breaks between the sessions, they 
were intended to be part of an ongoing 
process of negotiation rather than separate 
and independent conferences.

 � In summary, referring to the meetings held 
during 1930-32 as the First, Second, and 
Third Round Table Conferences may create 
the misconception that they were separate 
and distinct events, when in fact they were 
part of an ongoing process held in three 
sessions.

 � The absence of the Indian National 
Congress, the limited representation of 
Indian interests, and the partisan nature of 
the proceedings further highlight the need 
to view these meetings as a continuous 
process rather than separate conferences.

235. Who among the following was  prominent 
leader of the Congress Socialist Party?  

(a)  M. N. Roy
(b)  Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi
(c)  Pattam Thanu Pillai 
(d)  Acharya Narendra Dev

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Congress Socialist Party (CSP) was 
formed in 1934 by young leaders of the 
Indian National Congress.

Some prominent leaders of the CSP 
include:

Ganga Sharan Singh (Sinha) :

 � A founder of the CSP and a prominent 
leader of the Indian National Congress 
Party

Ram Manohar Lohia :

 � An Indian politician and activist who was a 
prominent figure in socialist politics

Jayprakash Narayan :

 � A leader who led the CSP out of Congress 
along with others

Acharya Narendra Dev :

 � A leader who led the CSP out of Congress 
along with others
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Basawon Singh (Sinha) :

 � A leader who led the CSP out of Congress 
along with others

Yogendra :

 � A leader who formed the CSP in 1934

236. Who among the following suggested 
the winding up of the Indian National 
Congress after India attained 
independence?  

(a)  C. Rajagopalachari 
(b) Acharya Kripalani 
(c)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(d)  Jayaprakash Narain

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahatma Gandhi suggested the dissolution 
of the Indian National Congress (INC) 
after India’s independence in a note on 
January 27, 1948. Gandhi, who was not a 
member of the INC, believed the Congress 
had “outlived its use” in its current form. 
He proposed that the Congress should be 
disbanded and “flower into a Lok Sevak 
Sangh” (Society to Serve the People).

237. Consider the following landmarks in 
Indian education:  

1  Hindu College, Calcutta 
2. University of Calcutta 
3. Adam’s Report
4. Wood’s Despatch 

The correct chronological order of these 
landmarks is 

(a)  1, 3, 4, 2 
(b)   1, 4, 3, 2 
(c)  3, 1, 4, 2 
(d)   3, 2, 4, 1

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Correct Answer is (A), 1 3 4 2. 
 � Hindu College, Calcutta – 1817
 � Adam’s Report – 1835-38
 � Wood’s Dispatch – 1854  
 � University of Calcutta – 1858

238. Consider the following statements: The 
Non-Cooperation Movement led to the  

1. Congress becoming a mass movement 
for the first time.

2. Growth of Hindu Muslim unity.
3. Removal of fear of the British might 

from the minds of the people.
4. British government’s willingness to 

grant political concessions to Indians. 

Of these statement

(a)  1, 2, 3 and 4 are correct 
(b)  2 and 3 are correct 
(c)  1 and 3 are correct 
(d)  3 and 4 are correct

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement (1920) 
led to the growth of Hindu-Muslim unity. 
The movement also helped other social 
groups, such as students, peasants, women, 
and middle-class people. 

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement was a 
reaction to the British Indian government’s 
oppressive policies, such as the Rowlatt 
Act of 18 March 1919 and the Jallianwala 
Bagh of 13 April 1919. The movement 
saw participation from both Hindus and 
Muslims, showcasing communal harmony 
in the country. 

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement also 
established the popularity of the Congress 
Party among the people. As a result of this 
movement, people became conscious of 
their political rights.

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement, 
launched by Mahatma Gandhi in 1921, is 
said to have removed fear of the British 
from the minds of the people. 

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement was a 
nonviolent political campaign that aimed 
to persuade the British government to 
grant self-governance, or swaraj, to India.

The movement’s actions included:

1. Indians resigning their titles
2. Boycotting government institutions
3. Refusing to pay taxes
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4. Boycotting British Institutes and 
commodities like government 
schools, government offices, courts 
and foreign goods 

 � The movement was called off in February 
1922 after the Chauri Chaura incident 
in Uttar Pradesh. On February 5, 1922, 
a protest turned violent when protesting 
people set fire a police station, burning 22 
policemen alive.

239. Which one of  the following is an 
important historical novel written during 
the latter half of the nineteenth century?  

(a)  Rast Goftar
(b)  Durgesh Nandini 
(c)  Maharatha 
(d)  Nibandhamala.

Explanation :  (B)

 � Durgesh Nandini is a Bengali historical 
romance novel written by Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay in 1865. It is considered an 
important historical novel written during 
the latter half of the nineteenth century. 

 � Chatterjee was one of the most prominent 
Indian writers of his time. His first fiction 
to appear in print was the English novel 
Rajmohan’s Wife.

Rast Goftar :

 � It is an Anglo-Gujarati newspaper that was 
founded in 1854 by Dadabhai Naoroji and 
Kharshedji Cama. The name translates 
to “The Truth Teller”. The newspaper was 
published in Bombay and promoted social 
reform among Parsis in Western India. 

 � Rast  Goftar  was  one  of  four  daily  
newspapers in Bombay by the 1870s. 
The newspaper’s circulation was limited 
to nearby areas due to high postal rates. 
However, the founders were eager to 
improve the Parsi community and 
distributed some copies of each issue for 
free, losing about 10,000 rupees in the 
process.

 � The Mahratta is a weekly English newspaper 
that was started on January 2, 1881 by Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak and others. The newspaper 
was intended to engage the Marathi society 

in the struggle for independence. 
 � Tilak was a prominent leader and 

radical nationalist in the Indian freedom 
movement. He also owned and edited the 
Marathi newspaper Kesari, which translates 
to “The Lion”.

 � Nibandhamala is a monthly Marathi 
magazine that Vishnushastri Chiplunkar 
started in 1874. The magazine’s name 
translates to “A Garland of Essays” and it 
comments on social and cultural issues. 
Chiplunkar is primarily remembered for 
the magazine and is responsible for nearly 
all of the writing in the 84 issues published 
over 12 years.

240. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists:  

List-I List-II 
A Abhinav Bharat 1. Sri Aurobindo 

Ghosh Society  
B. Anushilan   
    Samiti 

2.  Lala Hardayal

C. Ghadar Party 3.  C. R. Das
D. Swaraj Party  4. V. D. Savarkar 

Codes:

ABCD

(a)  4 1 3 2
(b)  1 4 3 2
(c)  1 4 2 3 
(d)  4 1 2 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � Abhinav Bharat Mandir (Young India 
Society) was a secret society founded in 
1904 by Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and 
his brother Ganesh Damodar Savarkar. The 
society was established during the Indian 
War of Independence.

 � The Anushilan Samiti was  a prominent 
organization during India’s freedom 
struggle. It was founded in 1902 and lasted 
until 1930. The Samiti was a collaboration 
of local youth groups and gyms, and its 
focus was on physical education and moral 
development. 
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 � The Samiti was led by nationalists Aurobindo 
Ghosh and his brother Barindra Ghosh. The 
group advocated for revolutionary violence 
to overthrow the British Empire in India. 
The Samiti was influenced by Bankim 
Chandra  Chatterjee’s Anandmath and 
philosophies like Italian Nationalism and 
the Pan-Asianism of Kakuzo Okakura.

•	 The Samiti had two branches: 
1. The Jugantar Group in Kolkata and
2. The Dhaka Anushilan Samiti in 

Dhaka. 
 � Other leaders of the Samiti included: 

Deshabandhu Chittaranjan Das, 
Surendranath Tagore, Jatindranath 
Banerjee, Bagha Jatin, Hedgewar. 

 � In 1908, the Samiti sent young recruits 
Khudiram Bose and Prafulla Chaki on a 
mission to assassinate chief presidency 
magistrate D. H. Kingsford. They bombed 
a carriage they mistook for Kingsford’s, 
killing two Englishwomen.  Bose was 
arrested while attempting to flee and Chaki 
committed suicide. 

 � The Ghadar Party was founded on July 
15, 1913, in the United States by Lala 
Har Dayal, Sant Baba Wasakha Singh 
Dadehar, Baba Jawala Singh, Santokh 
Singh, and Sohan Singh Bhakna. The party 
was originally called the Pacific Coast 
Hindustan Association. 

 � The Ghadar Party was based in San 
Francisco, with branches along the US Coast 
and in the far East. The Ghadar freedom 
movement began in 1914, after the party’s 
formation. The party’s ideology was Indian 
independence and Indian nationalism.

 � The Swaraj Party was founded on January 
1, 1923 by Indian politicians Chittaranjan 
Das, Motilal Nehru, and other members of 
the Indian National Congress. The party 
was established to fight British colonialism 
and to demonstrate that the councils were 
not democratic. 

 � The Swaraj Party was opposed by Gandhi’s 
supporters, who became known as the No 
Changers. Gandhi relaxed the rules on 
spinning and named some Swarajists to 
important positions in the Congress Party.

241.  Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists:  

List I 
(Period) 

List II (Event)

A. 1883  1. Announcement of Com-
munal Award 1947 from 
Whitehall

B. 1906 2. Formation of the All-India 
State Peoples Conference

C. 1927 3. Foundation of Muslim 
League at Dacca

D. 1932 4. First session of National 
Conference at Calcutta

Codes : A B C D

(a) 4 3 1 2 
(b)  3 4 1 2
(c) 4 3 2 1 
(d) 3 4 2 1 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The first session of the Indian National 
Conference was held in Calcutta from 
December 28–30, 1883. The conference 
was attended by more than 100 delegates 
from different parts of India. 

 � The second National Conference was held 
in Calcutta in 1885, and coincided with the 
first meeting of the National Congress in 
Bombay. 

 � In 1896, Rahimtulla M. Sayani presided 
over the 12th Annual Session of the 
Congress in Calcutta. During this session, 
“Vande Mataram” was first sung.

 � The All-India Muslim League (AIML) was 
founded in 1906 at Dhaka, which is now 
part of Bangladesh. The league was formed 
by a group of Muslim landlords and nawabs. 
The name was proposed by Nawab Khwaja 
Sir Salimullah Bahadur and seconded by 
Hakim Ajmal Khan. 

 � The AIML was established when some 
well-known Muslim politicians met the 
Viceroy of British India, Lord Minto, with 
the goal of securing Muslim interests on 
the Indian subcontinent. The league was 
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initially encouraged by the British and was 
generally favorable to their rule. However, 
in 1913, the organization adopted self-
government for India as its goal. 

 � The first session of the party was held in 
Karachi in 1907. The constitution of the 
Muslim League was framed in 1907, in 
Dacca. 

 � After the independence of India and 
Pakistan, the Muslim League was split. The 
major part went to Pakistan and continued 
politics as the Muslim League there. The 
Muslim League remained as a minor party 
in India, especially in Kerala.

 � The All India States People’s Conference 
(AISPC) was formed in 1927. The first 
session of the organization was held in 
Bombay on December 17, 1927. The 
conference was a coalition of political 
movements in the princely states of the 
British Raj. These movements were also 
known as Praja Mandals or Lok Parishads. 

 � The conference was initiated by Balwant 
Rai Mehta, Manmaya Lal Kotari, and G.R. 
Abhyankar in Kathiawar. The first session 
was attended by about 700 political workers. 

 � In 1928, the AISPC helped the Congress 
party draft the Nehru Report, which was an 
early version of the Constitution of India. 
Jawaharlal Nehru became the President of 
the organization in 1939 and remained so 
until 1946. 

 � The Communal Award was announced by 
British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald 
on August 16, 1932. It was also known as 
the MacDonald Award. 

 � The award provided separate electorates 
for minorities, including Muslims, Sikhs, 
Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, women, 
and the “depressed classes”. It also ensured 
the retention of separate electorates for 
Muslims, Sikhs, and Europeans. 

 � The award was based on the 
recommendations of the Indian Franchise 
Committee and Ambedkar’s efforts. It 
was announced after the Round Table 
Conference (1930–32). The award was later 
incorporated into the act of 1935. 

242.  Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists:  

List-1: List-II
A. Surendranath 

Bannerjee 
 1. Hind Swaraj

B. M. K. Gandhi  2. The Indian Struggle
C. Subhash 

Chandra Bose
 3. Autobiographical 

Writings
D. Lajpat Rai  4. A Nation in 

Making

Codes : A B C D

(a)  4 1 3 2 
(b)   1 4 3 2
(c)  4 1 2 3 
(d)   1 4 2 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � A Nation in Making was written by 
Surendranath Banerjee and published in 
1925. The book is a commentary on public 
life and the autobiography of one of the first 
political leaders during British rule. 

 � Banerjee, also known as Rashtraguru, 
was twice elected president of the Indian 
National Congress. He was knighted in 
1921 and became the minister of Local 
Self-government in Bengal. He retired in 
1925 to write A Nation in Making.

 � Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule was 
written by Mohandas K. Gandhi in 1909. 
The book is considered one of the most 
famous works written during India’s 
freedom struggle. 

 � In the book, Gandhi expresses his views 
on Swaraj, modern civilization, and 
mechanization. He also declares that the 
British rule in India only survived because 
of the cooperation of Indians. According 
to The Hindu, Hind Swaraj is Gandhi’s 
primary work of philosophy.

 � The Indian Struggle is a two-part book 
written by Indian nationalist leader Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. The book covers 
the history of the Indian independence 
movement from 1920–1942.
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 � Bose was a youth educator, journalist, 
and commandant of the Bengal Congress 
volunteers. In 1921, he was imprisoned for 
his activities. In 1924, he became the chief 
executive officer of the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation. 

 � Bose was exiled in Europe after being 
arrested and detained by the colonial 
government. He was suspected of being 
involved in acts of violence and being 
associated with the Bengal Volunteers, a 
revolutionary group.

 � Lala Lajpat Rai’s 1965 book  
Autobiographical Writings was written 
shortly before his death. It was edited by 
Vijaya Chandra Joshi and published by 
University Publishers. 

 � Lajpat Rai was a prominent leader in 
India’s struggle for freedom. He was born 
in Dhudike, Punjab, India in 1865. 

His other writings include:

1.  The Story of My Deportation (1908)
2.  Arya Samaj (1915)
3.  The United States of America: A 

Hindu’s Impression (1916)
4.  Young India (1916)
5.  The Problem of National Education in 

India (1920)
6.  Unhappy India (1928)
7.  England’s Debt to India (1917)

243. Which one of the following is not correct 
about the Cabinet Mission Plan?  

(a) Provincial grouping
(b)  Interim Cabinet of Indians
(c)  Acceptance of Pakistan
(d)  Constitution framing right

Explanation :  (C)
 � The statement “Acceptance of Pakistan” is 

not correct about the Cabinet Mission Plan. 
 � The Cabinet Mission Plan was sent to India 

in 1946 by the British Prime Minister, Atlee 
Government.
The plan’s proposals include:

1.  The Constituent Assembly should 
be constituted based on population 

strength
2.  An Indian Union of Provinces and 

States should be formed
3.  All members of the Constituent 

Assembly should be Indians 
 � The Cabinet Mission Plan also proposed 

provincial grouping to address the 
concerns of different ethnic and religious 
communities in British India. The plan 
also proposed rejecting the demand for a 
full-fledged Pakistan because the Pakistan 
would include a large non-muslim 
population.

244. The Sarabandi (no tax) campaign of 1922 
was led by  

(a) Bhagat Singh 
(b) Chittaranjana Das
(c)  Rajaguru 
(d)  Vallabhbhai Patel

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel led the Sarabandi 
(no tax) campaign of 1922. The campaign 
was a key part of the Indian freedom 
struggle and emphasized non-cooperation 
and peaceful revolt against the oppressive 
policies of British rule. 

 � The campaign took place in the state of 
Gujarat, India during the British rule. In 
this campaign, the peasants decided not 
to pay the taxes. The movement ended 
with the Government accepting farmers’ 
demands by remitting their taxes

245. Consider the following statements about 
Jawaharlal Nehru:  

1. He was the President of the Congress 
Party in 1947

2. He presided over the Constituent 
Assembly.

3. He Formed the First congress 
Ministry in United Province before 
India’s independence. 

Of these statements

(a)  1, 2 and 3 are correct
(b)  1 and 3 are correct 
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(c)  l and 2 are correct 
(d)  None is correct

Explanation :  (D)

 � Jivatram Bhagwandas Kripalani, also 
known as Acharya Kripalani, was the 
president of the Indian National Congress 
when the British transferred power to India 
in 1947.

 � The Indian National Congress was 
established in 1885 when 72 delegates from 
across the country met in Bombay. Umesh 
Chandra Banerjee was the first president of 
the Congress.

 � Dr. Sachidanand Sinha was the first 
president of the Constituent Assembly of 
India. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was later elected 
president on November 25, 1949.

 � The Constituent Assembly was established 
by members of the provincial assemblies 
elected by the people of India. The first 
meeting of the Constituent Assembly was 
held on December 9, 1946. The Muslim 
League members boycotted the meeting, 
demanding partition. 

 � Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar is known as the 
father of the Indian Constitution. On 
August 29, 1947, the Constituent Assembly 
set up a Drafting Committee, which 
Ambedkar headed.

 � In 1939, all Congress ministries in British 
Indian provinces resigned and the United 
Provinces were placed under the Governor’s 
rule. Governor Sir Harry Graham Haig 
invited Govind Ballabh Pant to form the 
government. 

 � The Indian National Congress was founded 
on December 28, 1885, at Gokuldas Tejpal 
Sanskrit College in Bombay. The first 
meeting was organized by Hume with the 
approval of the Viceroy Lord Dufferin. 
Umesh Chandra Banerjee was the first 
president of Congress.

246. Assertion (A): The British sovereignty 
continued to exist in free India. 

Reason (R): The British sovereign 
appointed the last Governor-General of 
free India. In the context of the above two 

statements, which one of the following is 
correct? 

(a)  Both A and R are true and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true but R is false
(d)  A is false but R is true 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The statement “The British sovereignty 
continued to exist in free India” is false. 
India became a sovereign country on 
August 15, 1947, and British sovereignty 
ceased to exist after that date. However, on 
the request of India, the British sovereign 
appointed Lord Mountbatten as the last 
Governor General of Free India. The 
British Raj, or Crown rule in India, lasted 
from 1858 to 1947. 

 � The British sovereign appointed the last 
Governor-General of free India. 

 � Lord Louis Mountbatten, 1st Earl 
Mountbatten of Burma, was the last British 
Governor-General of India. He served as the 
last Viceroy of India and the first Governor-
General of independent India from 1947–
1948. He remained Governor-General for 
ten months after independence, until the 
enactment of the Indian Constitution in 
1950. 

 � Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, popularly 
known as Rajaji, was the first and last 
Indian Governor-General of independent 
India. Dr. Rajendra Prasad succeeded him 
as the first President of India.

247. Which one of the following first mooted 
the idea of a constituent assembly to 
frame a constitution for India?  

(a)  Swaraj Party in 1934
(b)  Congress Party in 1936
(c)  Muslim League in 1942
(d)  All Parties Conference in 1946 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Swaraj Party first proposed the idea 
of a Constituent Assembly to frame India’s 
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constitution in 1934. M.N Roy, a communist 
leader and advocate of radical democracy, 
is also credited with first proposing the idea 
in 1934.

 � The Constituent Assembly first met in 
Delhi on December 9, 1946, with only 
211 members in attendance. The assembly 
reassembled on August 14, 1947 as a 
sovereign body and successor to the British 
parliament’s authority in India.

248. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists:  

List-I : List-II
A. Governor 

General of 
Presidency of 

Fort William in 
Bengal (under 

Regulating Act, 
1773)

1.  Archibald Percival 
Wavell, Viscount 
and Earl Wavell

B. Governor 
General of India 
(under Charter 

Act, 1833)

2. James Andrew 
Broun Ramsay, 

Earl andMarques 
of Dalhousie

C. Governor 
General and 

Viceroy of India 
(Under Indian 
Councils Act, 

1858)

3.  Charles Cornwal-
lis 2nd, Earl and 
First Marques of 

Cornwallis 

D. Governor 
General 

and Crown 
Representatives 

(Under 
Government of 
India Act, 1935)

4.  Gibert John 
Elliot Murray 

Kynymond, Earl of 
Minto

Codes : A B C D

(a)  3 2 4 1 
(b)  3 4 1 2
(c)  2 3 4 1  
(d)  4 2 3 1 

Explanation :  (A)
 � Charles Cornwallis was the Governor 

General of Presidency of Fort William in 

Bengal under the Regulating Act, 1773. 
This role aimed to regulate the East India 
Companys affairs and bring their rule in 
Bengal under the British Governments 
control.

 � James Andrew Broun-Ramsay, Earl 
and Marquess of Dalhousie served as 
the Governor General of India under 
the Charter Act, 1833. The Charter Act 
centralized the administration of British 
India, giving the Governor General 
complete administrative and legislative 
powers.

 � Gilbert John Elliot - Murray - Kynynmond, 
Earl of Minto served as the Governor 
General and Viceroy of India under 
the Indian Councils Act, 1858. The Act 
transferred the administration from the 
British East India Company to the British 
Crown.

 � Archibald Percival Wavell, Viscount 
and Earl Wavell served as the Governor 
General and Crown Representative under 
the Government of India Act. 1935.

249. His ‘principal forte was social and 
religious reform. He relied upon 
legislation to do away with social 
ills and worked unceasingly for the 
eradication of child marriage, the purdah 
system.......To encourage consideration 
of social problems on a national scale, he 
inaugurated the Indian National Social 
Conference, which for many years met for 
its annual sessions alongside the Indian 
National Congress.’ The reference in this 
passage is to   

(a) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
(b) Behramji Merwanji Malabari 
(c)  Mahadev Govind Ranade 
(d) B. R. Ambedkar

Explanation :  (C)

 � The reference is to Mahadev Govind 
Ranade. Ranade was an Indian scholar, 
social reformer, justice, and author. He was 
a founding member of the Indian National 
Congress party. He was also a member of 
the Bombay legislative council, finance 
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committee, and a judge of the Bombay 
High Court. 

 � In 1887, Ranade founded the Indian 
National Social Conference, which focused 
on social reform. The conference was 
a subsidiary convention of the Indian 
National Congress and met annually at 
the same venue. Ranade inspired many 
other Indian social reformers, including 
the educator and legislator Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale.

250. The Anarchical and Revolutionary Crime 
Act (1919) was popularly known as the  

(a)  Rowlatt Act 
(b)  Pitt’s India Act 
(c)  Indian Arms Act 
(d)  Ilbert Bill 

Explanation :  (A)

The Anarchical and Revolutionary 
Crimes Act of 1919 :

 � It is also known as the Rowlatt Act. The 
British government passed the act in 
March 1919 to increase its power over the 
common people.

The act gives the government the power 
to:

1. Arrest anyone suspected of terrorist 
activities

2. Detain people arrested for up to two 
years without trial

3. Search places without a warrant
4. Place severe restrictions on the 

freedom of the press 
 � Mahatma Gandhi was against the act 

and launched the Rowlatt Satyagraha 
movement in 1919 to protest it. On April 
6, 1919, Gandhi called a nationwide hartal 
in protest of the act. However, he later 
canceled the movement due to rioting in 
some provinces.

The Pitt’s India Act of 1784 :

 � It is also known as the East India Company 
Act of 1784, was passed by the British 
Parliament to correct the defects of the 

Regulating Act of 1773. The act established 
a dual control system of British possessions 
in India. The British government had the 
final authority, and the act remained in 
effect until 1858.

 � The act distinguished between the 
commercial and political functions of the 
company. The Court of Directors managed 
commercial affairs, and a new body called 
the Board of Control managed political 
affairs. The Board of Control was made up 
of six members, including the Secretary of 
State as president. The Board of Control 
exercised control over the company’s civil, 
military, and revenue affairs. 

 � The act also gave the British Crown 
authority over the civil and military 
administration of Indian territories. The 
company’s territories in India were called 
the “British possession in India” for the first 
time.

The Arms Act, 1959 :

 � It is an Act of the Parliament of India to 
consolidate and amend the law relating 
to arms and ammunition in order to curb 
illegal weapons and violence stemming 
from them. It replaced the Indian Arms Act, 
1878. An Act to consolidate and amend the 
law relating to arms and ammunition.

The Ilbert Bill :

 � It was a controversial piece of legislation 
introduced in 1883 by the British Viceroy 
of India, Lord Ripon. The bill would have 
allowed senior Indian magistrates to 
preside over cases involving British subjects 
in India.

 � The bill was controversial because it sought 
to remove the racial bar in the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, which prevented 
Indian judges from trying European 
defendants.

 � The bill evoked furious protests among the 
Calcutta European business community 
and a majority of British, especially among 
women. The controversy was rooted in 
deep-seated racial prejudices prevalent at 
the time. 
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 � The bill was enacted by the Indian 
Legislative Council on January 25, 1884, 
but was weakened by compromise. The bill 
enacted a more moderate measure which 
vested the power of trying Europeans to 
a Session Judge and a District Magistrate 
who might be an Indian.

251. Who among the following leaders did not 
believe in the drain theory of Dadabhai 
Naoroji?  

(a)  B.G. Tilak
(b)  R.C. Dutt 
(c)  M.G. Ranade 
(d)  Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sir Syed Ahmed Khan did not believe 
in Dadabhai Naoroji’s drain theory. The 
drain theory, also known as the “economic 
imperialism” theory, was proposed by 
Dadabhai Naoroji in 1867 in his book 
Poverty and Un-British Rule in India. The 
theory states that British economic policies 
are draining India of its wealth, which is the 
main cause of poverty in India. 

252. Who among the following was the first 
European to initiate the policy of taking 
part in the quarrels of Indian princes 
with a view to acquire territories?  

(a)  Clive
(b)  Dupleix
(c)  Albuquerque 
(d)  Warren Hastings

Explanation :  (B)

 � Joseph François Dupleix was the first 
European to take part in the quarrels 
of Indian princes to acquire territories. 
Dupleix was the French governor of 
Pondicherry from 1742 to 1754, during the 
time of French colonization in India.

He took the following steps to acquire 
territories in India:

1. Enter into relations with the native 
princes

2. Adopt a style of Oriental splendor in 
his dress and surroundings

3. Build an army of native troops, called 
sepoys

4. Include the famous Hyder Ali of 
Mysore in his service

1997

253. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists:  

List-I  List-II
A. Butler 
     Committee

 1. Jallianwala Bagh   
     Massacre

B.  Hartog      
     Committee

 2.  Relationship
      between the Indian   
      States and 
      Paramount Power 

C.  Hunter    
      Inquiry 
      Committee     
      Report

 3. Working of 
      Dyarchy as laid   
      down in the 
      Montague 
      Chelmsford Reforms

D. Muddiman    
     Committee  
     Report

 4.  The growth of 
      education in British 
      India & 
      potentialities of its 
      further progress

Codes : A B C D

(a)  3 2 1 4  
(b)   1 4 2 3 
(c)  2 1 3 4 
(d)  2 4 1 3 

Explanation :  (D)

1. Butler Committee - Relation between 
Indian states & paramount power

2. Hurtog Committee - Growth of 
British India education-its effects

3. Hunter   Commission - Jallianwalabagh 
massacre

4. Muddiman Committee - Working of 
Diarchy as in Montague Chelmsford 
reforms
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254. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists:  

List-I (Events): List-II (Results)
A. Morley Minto 
     Reforms

 1. Country wide 
agitation

B. Simon 
     Commission

 2. Withdrawal of a 
movement

C. The Chauri 
      Chaura incident

 3. Communal 
Electorates

D. The Dandi 
      March

 4. Illegal 
manufacture of salt

Codes : A B C D

(a)  3 4 1 2  
(b) 4 1 2 3
(c)  2 3 4 1  
(d)  3 1 2 4

Explanation :  (D)

The correct code is 3-1-2-4

A. Morely Minto Reforms- Communal 
Electorates- 1909

B. Simon Commission- Country wide 
agitation- 1928

C. The Chauri Chaura incident- 
Withdrawal of a Movement- 1922

D. The Dandi March- Illegal 
manufacture of salt- 1939

255. Who among the following was associated 
with the suppression of Thugs?   

(a)  General Henry Frendergast 
(b)  Captain Sleeman
(c)  Alexander Burnes
(d)  Captain Robert Pemberton

Explanation :  (B)

 � Captain William Sleeman is associated 
with the suppression of thugs. In 1828, 
Lord William Bentinck appointed Sleeman 
to suppress thugs. Sleeman’s efforts were 
successful, and he’s credited with arresting 
and convicting over 4,000 thugs. His work 
also inspired other administrators to take 
similar measures against other criminal 
groups in India. 

 � The Thuggee and Dacoity Suppression 
Acts were a series of legal acts passed 
from 1836–1848 in British India. The acts 
outlawed the practice of thuggee, which 
was prevalent in North and Central India. 
Thuggee consisted of ritualized murder, 
mutilation, and robbery.

256. The Poona Pact which was signed between 
the British Government and Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1932 provided for  

(a)  the creation of dominion status for 
India 

(b)  separate electorates for the Muslims
(c)  separate electorate for the Harijans
(d)  joint electorate with reservation for 

Harijans  

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Poona Pact, signed in 1932, provided 
for a joint electorate with reservation for 
Harijans. The pact was signed by Mahatma 
Gandhi and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on 
September 24, 1932 at Yerwada Central Jail 
in Poona, India. 

The pact’s terms include:

1. Increased reserved seats for the 
depressed class

2. Accepted a joint electorate
3. Abandoned the principle of a separate 

electorate
4. Reserved seats for depressed classes in 

the central and provincial legislative 
councils 

 � The pact is significant because it stopped 
Gandhi’s fast-unto-death action and 
changed the destiny of the marginalized 
class.

257. “A graduate at 18, professor and 
associated editor of the Sudharak at 20, 
Secretary of the Sarvajanik Sabha and of 
the Provincial Conference at 25, Secretary 
of the National Congress at 29, leading 
witness before an important Royal 
Commission at 31, Provincial legislator 
at 34, Imperial legislator at 36, President 
of the Indian National Congress at 39 a 
patriot whom Mahatma Gandhi himself 
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regarded as his master.” This is how a 
biographer describes   

(a) Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
(b)  Mahadev Govind Ranade 
(c)  Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(d)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak

Explanation :  (C)

 � Gopal Krishna Gokhale , a social and 
political leader of the Indian National 
Congress , was also the founder of the 
Servants of India society. He was the leader 
of the moderate faction of the Congress 
party that advocated reforms by working 
with existing government institutions.

The correct option is (C) Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale.

258. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the lists:   

List-I  List-II
A. Chittagong 
     Armoury raid

1. Lala Hardayal 

B.  Kakori 
     Conspiracy

 2. Jatin Das 

C.  Lahore 
     Conspiracy

 3. Surya Sen

D.  Ghadr Party 4. Ram Prasad Bismil 
5. Vasudeo Phadke

Codes : A B C D

(a) 3 4 1 5
(b) 4 3 2 5 
(c) 3 4 2 1 
(d)   2 4 3 1

Explanation :  (C)

 � Surya Sen, also known as Surya Kumar Sen, 
led the 1930 Chittagong armoury raid. The 
Chittagong armoury raid was an attempt by 
armed Indian independence fighters to raid 
the police and auxiliary forces armoury in 
the Chittagong district on April 18, 1930. 
The British called the raid the Chittagong 
Uprising. 

 � Sen recruited revolutionaries like Anant 
Singh, Ganesh Ghosh, and Kalpana Dutta 
to plan the raid. On April 18, 1930, a group 
of 63 young people, mostly teenagers, led 
by Sen raided the armoury and liberated 
it from British control. They unfurled the 
Indian flag and banished British rule for a 
few days. 

 � On April 22, 1930, thousands of British 
army personnel caught up with the 
revolutionaries on Jalalabad hill and 
engaged in a brutal standoff. The standoff 
resulted in the death of 12 revolutionaries 
and 80 British Army personnel.

Ram Prasad Bismil :

 � He was the mastermind behind the Kakori 
Conspiracy, a historic event in the Indian 
independence movement. On August 
9, 1925, members of the Hindustan 
Republican Association (HRA) robbed a 
train at Kakori station near Lucknow, Uttar 
Pradesh. 

 � The robbery was planned by Bismil and 
Ashfaqullah Khan, and executed by Bismil, 
Khan, Chandrashekhar Azad, Rajendra 
Lahiri, Shachindra Bakshi, Keshab 
Chakravarty, Murari Lal Khanna(Gupta), 
Banwari Lal, Mukundi Lal Gupta, and 
Manmathnath Gupta. 

 � The Kakori Conspiracy resulted in three 
(later four) men being sentenced to death, 
and one being given life imprisonment. 
Most of the remaining defendants were 
given prison sentences of up to 14 years, 
although two were acquitted, and two more 
were pardoned.

Jatindra Nath Das :

 � He is also known as Jatin Das, was a 
revolutionary freedom fighter who was 
arrested in 1929 in connection with the 
Lahore Conspiracy Case. The case accused 
Das and others of attempting to murder the 
person responsible for the death of freedom 
fighter Lala Lajpat Rai. 

 � Das was arrested on June 14, 1929 and 
died in prison after a 63-day hunger strike. 
During his time in prison, he demanded 
humane treatment of political prisoners 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official423Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

and improved conditions. He also went on 
a hunger strike to demand equal treatment 
of Indian and European prisoners. 

 � Das was born on October 27, 1904 in 
Calcutta and joined the revolutionary 
organization Anushilan Samiti. He also 
participated in the Non-Cooperation 
Movement led by Mahatma Gandhi in 
1921. 

The Ghadar Party :

 � It was founded on July 15, 1913, in the 
United States by Lala Har Dayal, Sant Baba 
Wasakha Singh Dadehar, Baba Jawala 
Singh, Santokh Singh, and Sohan Singh 
Bhakna. The party was originally called the 
Pacific Coast Hindustan Association. 

 � The Ghadar Party was based in San 
Francisco, with branches along the US Coast 
and in the far East. The Ghadar freedom 
movement began in 1914, after the party’s 
formation. The party’s ideology was Indian 
independence and Indian nationalism.

 � The Swaraj Party was founded on January 
1, 1923 by Indian politicians Chittaranjan 
Das, Motilal Nehru, and other members of 
the Indian National Congress. The party 
was established to fight British colonialism 
and to demonstrate that the councils were 
not democratic. 

 � The Swaraj Party was opposed by Gandhi’s 
supporters, who became known as the No 
Changers. Gandhi relaxed the rules on 
spinning and named some Swarajists to 
important positions in the Congress Party.

259. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer by using the codes given 
below the Lists:  

List-I  List-II
A. Surat Split 1. 1929
B.  Communal Award 2.  1928
C. All-Party Convention 3.  1932
D. Poorna Swaraj Resolution 4.  1907
 5.  1905

Codes : A B C D
(a)  4 3 1 5 
(b)  4 3 2 1 

(c)  2 5 4 1 
(d)  1 4 2 3 

Explanation :  (B)

The Surat Split :

•	 It was a 1907 event when the Indian 
National Congress (INC) split into two 
groups: 
1. the Moderates and 
2. the Radicals, also known as the 

Extremists. 
 � The split was caused by a disagreement over 

who should be the presidential candidate. 
The Extremists wanted Lala Lajpat Rai, 
while the Moderates supported Rash Bihari 
Ghosh. 

 � The split was a major blow to the INC, and 
the differences between the two groups 
presented an opportunity to the British. 
The INC reunited in 1915.

 � The Moderates, also known as the Early 
Nationalists, were a group of political 
leaders active between 1885 and 1907. 
They believed that political connections 
with Britain were in India’s best interests 
and that the time wasn’t right for a direct 
challenge to British rule. 

 � The Extremists believed in self-reliance 
as a weapon against domination. They 
promoted Swadeshi and boycotted foreign 
goods.

The Communal Award :

 � It was announced by British Prime Minister 
Ramsay MacDonald on August 16, 1932. It 
was also known as the MacDonald Award. 

 � The award provided separate electorates 
for minorities, including Muslims, Sikhs, 
Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, women, 
and the “depressed classes”. It also ensured 
the retention of separate electorates for 
Muslims, Sikhs, and Europeans. 

 � The award was based on the 
recommendations of the Indian Franchise 
Committee and Ambedkar’s efforts. It 
was announced after the Round Table 
Conference (1930–32). The award was later 
incorporated into the act of 1935. 
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The All-Party Conference :

 � It was a group of Indian political parties 
that organized a committee in 1928 to write 
the Constitution of India. The conference 
was chaired by Dr. M. A. Ansari.

 � The conference played a key role in the 
Indian independence movement. It united 
diverse political and social organizations to 
create a front against British rule. 

 � The conference was held in Guwahati in 
1928 and was attended by leaders of India’s 
various political parties and organizations. 

 � The Lucknow All Parties Conference of 
1928 was a landmark event in the history 
of the Indian Freedom Struggle. It adopted 
a draft constitution for free India and 
endorsed a dominion status for it.

The Poorna Swaraj resolution :

 � It was a declaration of complete 
independence from the British Empire, 
passed by the Indian National Congress 
in 1929. The resolution was proclaimed on 
January 26, 1930, and is now celebrated as 
India’s Republic Day. 

 � The resolution was a powerful assertion of 
India’s desire to break free from colonialism 
and reclaim its destiny. However, Prime 
Minister Nehru later interpreted the 
resolution as allowing India to remain 
within the British Commonwealth. 

 � The resolution was passed at the Indian 
National Congress session in Lahore on 
December 19, 1929, under the presidency 
of Jawaharlal Nehru. The president of the 
convention, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
hoisted the Indian tricolour flag on the 
bank of the Ravi River.

260. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the lists:  

A.Moplah revolt  1. Kerala 
B. Pabna revolt  2. Bihar
C. Eka Movement  3. Bengal
D. Birsa Munda revolt  4. Awadh 

Codes :  A B C D

(a) 1 3 4 2 
(b)  2 3 4 1
(c) 1 2 3 4  
(d)  3 4 1 2

Explanation :  (A)

The Moplah Rebellion :

 � It is also known as the Malabar Rebellion 
or Mappila Rebellion, was an armed revolt 
that took place in 1921. The rebellion was 
a response to British colonial rule and 
the feudal system in the Malabar region 
of Kerala, India. The rebellion was led by 
Variyamkunnath Kunjahammed Haji and 
Ali Musaliar, and began on August 20, 
1921.

 � The rebellion was the result of a series 
of riots by Mappila Muslims in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. The Khilafat 
Movement, which began in 1919 to restore 
the caliphate in Turkey, also contributed to 
communal feelings among the Moplahs. 
The Moplahs were also concerned about 
the growth of Hindu nationalism in India 
and the perceived Hindu domination of the 
Malabar region. 

 � The Moplahs were mostly tenant farmers 
who were angry at the upper-caste 
Hindu landlords and the British colonial 
authorities for protecting and supporting 
them. The rebellion lasted over four 
months.

The Pabna Disturbances :

 � It is also known as the Pabna Revolt, 
was a peasant uprising that took place 
from 1873–1876. The revolt began in the 
Yusufshahi Pargana of Pabna, which is now 
part of Bangladesh. 

 � The peasants, known as “Ryots” in the native 
language, revolted against the “zamindars” 
who oppressed them with high rents, 
evictions, and other levies. The peasants 
were forced to pay land taxes, rents, and 
other levies regardless of the year’s harvest, 
crop production rate, and low rainfall. In 
fact, the taxes were often doubled for the 
poor peasants. 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official425Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

 � The Pabna rebellion is considered a 
landmark because it brought about a change 
in perception between the individual rights 
of zamindar and peasants.

The Eka Movement :

 � It is also known as the Unity Movement, 
was a peasant movement that took place in 
Awadh in the 1920s. The movement began 
in Lucknow in November 1921 and lasted 
until April 1922. It spread to the districts of 
Hardoi, Unnao, and Sitapur. 

The movement’s objectives were:

1. Refusing to pay more than recorded 
rent

2. Demanding receipts for rent paid
3. Refusing to pay nazrana or to do 

begar (forced labor) 
 � The movement was initially started by 

Congress and the Khilafat movement, but 
was later led by Madari Pasi, a lower caste 
leader. The movement was part of a broader 
wave of peasant uprisings that occurred in 
the aftermath of World War I. 

 � The reasons for the revolt were rooted in the 
Awadh region’s deeply exploitative agrarian 
structure. One of the major reasons for the 
movement was higher rent, more than 50 
per cent. 

 � The movement was spontaneous and died 
out in a short time. However, Madari Pasi 
became a folk hero in the Awadh region 
from the very day the Eka movement was 
launched.

Birsa Munda :

 � He was a Munda tribal independence 
fighter and national hero who led the 
Munda Rebellion in the Bengal Presidency 
(now Jharkhand) during the British Raj. 
The rebellion, also known as the Ulgulan or 
Great Tumult, took place from 1899–1900. 
The rebellion’s primary political goal was to 
restore the traditional land rights of tribal 
people. 

The rebellion was caused by a number of 
factors, including:

1. British land deals that destroyed the 
tribal customary land system

2. Hindu landowners and lenders seizing 
control of tribal property

3. Missionaries denouncing tribal 
traditional culture

4. Unfair land grabbing practices by 
colonial and local authorities

5. The British strategy of enforcing 
grazing taxes, prohibiting shifting 
agriculture in the forests, and 
restricting tribal members’ access to 
the area 

•	 The rebellion had a dual purpose: 
1. to revitalize the demoralized Adivasi 

community and 
2. to combat the dikus (both British and 

indigenous exploiters) while striving 
for Munda Disum (Munda rule/
country). 

 � Birsa Munda was born on November 
15, 1875 at Ulihatu village under Bengal 
Presidency. A few months after the 
movement, Birsa was imprisoned by the 
British.

261. What is the correct chronological 
sequence of the following?  

1. Wood’s Education Despatch
2  Macaulay’s Minute on Education
3. The Sergeant Education Report
4. Indian Education (Hunter 

Commission)

Codes :

(a)  2, 1, 4, 3  
(b)  2, 1, 3, 4
(c)  1, 2, 4, 3  
(d)  4, 3, 1, 2

Explanation :  (A)

Macaulay’s Minute on Education :

 � Thomas Babington Macaulay, a British 
politician and historian, wrote Minute on 
Indian Education in 1835. The document 
was written for Lord William Bentinck, the 
governor general of British India. 
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Macaulay’s proposals included:

1. Educate a select few Indians: These 
Indians would then educate the 
masses.

2. Create a class: This class of Indians 
would serve British interests and 
remain loyal to them.

3. Use English as the medium of 
instruction

4. Teach Western education to Indians 
 � Macaulay’s Minute on Education marked 

a change from the indigenous traditional 
educational system to a formalized modern 
educational system. It also helped the 
English language spread throughout India. 

 � Macaulay also inaugurated a national 
system of education, Western in outlook. 
As president of a commission on Indian 
jurisprudence, he drafted a penal code that 
later became the basis of Indian criminal 
law.

Wood’s Despatch :

 � It is a policy document from 1854 that 
aimed to create an education system in 
India. The document was sent by Charles 
Wood, the President of the Board of Control 
of the British East India Company, to Lord 
Dalhousie, the then Governor-General of 
India. 

 � The document is known as the Magna 
Carta of English Education in India.

Its objectives included:

1. Educating Indians on Western culture
2. Producing a class of public officials
3. Promoting the moral and intellectual 

development of the next generation
4. Enhancing Indians’ practical and 

vocational skills 

The document also recommended:

1. Primary schools adopt vernacular 
languages

2. High schools use anglo-vernacular
3. Education Department be set up in 

every province

4. At least one government school be 
opened in every district

5. Universities on the model of the 
London university be established in 
big cities like Bombay, Madras and 
Calcutta 

6. The document also emphasized the 
importance of female education.

The Hunter Commission 1882 :

 � It tried to improve the Indian education 
system by developing proper infrastructure, 
improving primary education, and 
adopting a policy of religious neutrality.

The Sergeant Scheme :

 � It is also known as the Report of the 
Sergeant Commission on Post-War 
Education Development in India, was a 
1944 memorandum that outlined the future 
development of education and literacy 
in India. The British-run Government of 
India commissioned the memorandum.

262. M.C.Setalvad, B. N. Rao and Alladi 
Krishnaswamy Iyer were distinguished 
members of the  

(a)  Swaraj Party
(b)  All-India National Liberal Federation 
(c)  Madras Labour Union
(d)  Servants of India Society

Explanation :  (D)

 � M.C. Setalvad, B.N. Rao, and Alladi 
Krishnaswamy Iyer were distinguished 
members of the Servants of India Society. 

 � The Servants of India Society was founded 
in Pune, Maharashtra in 1905 by Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale. The society’s focus was 
on education and legal reforms, which 
aligns with the professional interests of the 
three individuals. 

 � Alladi Krishnaswamy Iyer (1883 - 1953) 
was an Indian lawyer and member of the 
Constituent Assembly of India. He also 
served as the advocate general of Madras 
State from 1929 to 1944. 
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263. Assertion (A): Partition of Bengal in 1905 
brought to an end the Moderates’ role in 
the Indian freedom movement

Reason (R): The Surat session of Indian 
National Congress separated the Extremists 
from the Moderates

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is NOT a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false
(d)  A is false, but R is true

Explanation :  (D)

 � The partition of Bengal in 1905 was a 
territorial reorganization of the Bengal 
Presidency. The British Raj authorities 
announced the partition on July 16, 1905. 
The partition separated the eastern areas, 
which were mostly Muslim, from the 
western areas, which were mostly Hindu. 
The plan was to create modern-day 
Bangladesh and Assam as East Bengal and 
make Dhaka the new capital. 

The partition was opposed by :

 � Indian nationalists, who saw it as a challenge 
to Indian nationalism and a deliberate 
attempt to divide Bengal on religious 
grounds. The partition also animated 
the Muslims to form their own national 
organization along communal lines. 

 � The Early Nationalists, also known as the 
Moderates, were a group of political leaders 
in India active between 1885 and 1907. 

 � Some of the prominent Moderate leaders 
include Dadabhai Naoroji, Womesh 
Chandra Bonnerjee, G Subramania Aiyer, 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, and Sir Surendranath Banerjee.

•	 The Surat session of the Indian National 
Congress in 1907 split the party into two 
groups: 
1. the Extremists and 
2. the Moderates.

 � The split was caused by a disagreement over 

who should be the presidential candidate. 
The Extremists wanted Lala Lajpat Rai or 
Tilak, while the Moderates supported Rash 
Behari Ghosh. Lala Lajpat Rai eventually 
stepped down, and Rash Behari Ghosh 
became the President. 

 � The Surat split was a significant blow to the 
Indian National Congress. The differences 
between the Moderates and the Extremists 
presented an opportunity for the British. 

 � The Extremists were completely against 
British rule and wanted complete 
independence. The Moderates, on the 
other hand, wanted self-rule and greater 
autonomy and accepted nominal British 
rules. The Moderates believed that political 
connections with Britain were in India’s 
interest and that the time wasn’t ripe for a 
direct challenge to British rule.

 � The extremists believed in self-reliance 
as a weapon against domination. They 
promoted Swadeshi and boycott of foreign 
goods. 

 � The Surat session was held on the banks of 
the Tapti river in Surat. The extremist camp 
was led by Lal Bal Pal and the moderate 
camp was led by Gopal Krishna.

264. Lord Mountbatten came to India as 
Viceroy along with specific instructions 
to  

(a)  balkanize the Indian sub-continent 
(b)  keep India united if possible
(c)  accept Jinnah’s demand for Pakistan 
(d)  persuade the Congress to accept 

partition 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lord Mountbatten came to India as Viceroy 
along with Specific instructions to keep 
India united if possible.

 � Lord Mountbatten was India’s last viceroy 
and first governor general. He served as 
viceroy from February 12, 1947 to  August 
15, 1947, and as governor general from 
August 15, 1947 to June 21, 1948.

 � The Mountbatten plan  announced on 
June 3, 1947, aimed to partition India and 
quickly transfer responsibility.
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265. Assertion (A): The first ever Bill to make 
primary education compulsory in India 
was rejected in 1911 

Reason (R): Discontent would have 
increased if every cultivator could read. 

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is NOT a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false 
(d)  A is false, but R is true

Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1911, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, a liberal 
leader of the Indian National Congress, 
introduced a bill to make primary education 
compulsory for children aged 6–10. The 
bill’s main objective was to introduce 
compulsory primary education in areas 
where a certain percentage of school-age 
children were already receiving instruction. 
The Governor General in Council would 
set the attendance percentage. 

However, the bill was rejected for a 
number of reasons, including:

1. Local governments were not in favor 
of it.

2. Local bodies were not willing to levy 
educational cess.

3. A section of educated Indians did not 
support the bill.

4. There was still scope for extending 
primary education on voluntary lines. 

 � In 1913, the government moved a resolution 
on Education Policy, but refused to take up 
the responsibility of compulsory education. 
The government did, however, accept the 
policy of removing illiteracy. It also urged 
provincial governments to provide free 
elementary education to the poorer and 
more backward sections.

266. Assertion (A): The Khilafat movement did 
bring the urban Muslims into the fold of 
the National Movement. 

Reason (R): There was a predominant 
element of anti-imperialism in both the 

National und Khilafat Movements. 

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is NOT a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false 
(d)  A is false, but R is true 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Khilafat movement did bring urban 
Muslims into the fold of the National 
Movement. The Khilafat movement was 
a political protest campaign launched 
by Muslims of British India in 1919.
The movement was a response to British 
policy against Turkey and the planned 
dismemberment of the Ottoman Empire 
after World War I. 

The Khilafat movement has several 
significance in Indian history:

1. It showcased the political 
consciousness and unity of Indian 
Muslims.

2. It fostered Hindu-Muslim unity and 
cooperation.

3. It promoted a sense of solidarity 
against British colonial rule.

4. It decreased the differences between 
Hindus and Muslims. 

 � The key unifying factor between the 
National and Khilafat Movements was 
their shared anti-imperialistic standpoint. 
The movement ended in 1922 after the end 
of the non-cooperation movement.

267. Assertion (A): Gandhi stopped the Non- 
Cooperation Movement in 1922.  

Reason (R): Violence at Chauri Chaura led 
him to stop the movement 

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is NOT a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false
(d)  A is false, but R is true

Explanation :  (A)
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 � Mahatma Gandhi called off the Non-
Cooperation Movement in February 1922 
after a violent protest in Chauri Chaura, 
Uttar Pradesh. On February 5, 1922, a mob 
of protesters set fire to a police station, 
killing 22 policemen. Gandhi, who opposed 
violence, decided to indefinitely suspend 
the movement. 

 � The Non-Cooperation Movement was 
started in 1920 and promoted self-reliance 
by spinning khadi, buying Indian-made 
goods, and boycotting British goods. It also 
called for an end to untouchability and the 
planned dismemberment of Turkey.

268. Assertion (A): The Congress rejected the 
Cripps proposals 

Reason (R): The Cripps Mission consisted 
solely of whites 

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is NOT a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is Lalse 
(d)  A is false, but R is true 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Both the assertion and reason are true, but 
the reason is not a correct explanation of 
the assertion.

Some more information about the Cripps 
Mission and the Congress’s rejection of 
its proposals:

 � The Cripps Mission was sent by the British 
government in March 1942 to secure Indian 
cooperation and support for their efforts in 
World War II.

 � The mission was headed by Sir Richard 
Stafford Cripps, a labor minister in Winston 
Churchill’s coalition government in Britain.

 � The Congress rejected the Cripps proposals 
because they felt that the proposals did 
not meet their demands for complete 
independence and did not provide 
sufficient guarantees for the protection of 
India’s interests.

 � The Cripps Mission proposed dominion 

status for India after the end of the World 
War II, while the Congress demanded 
complete independence.

 � The Congress knew that the British were 
negotiating from a weaker position.

269. The Indian National Congress agreed 
in 1947 to the partition of the country 
mainly because  

(a)  the principle of two-Nation theory 
was then acceptable to them

(b)  it was imposed by the British 
Government and the Congress was 
helpless in this regard 

(c) they wanted to avoid large-scale 
communal riots

(d) India would have otherwise lost the 
opportunity to attain freedom 

Explanation :  (C)

 � In 1947, the British government partition 
India into Dominion of India and 
Dominion of Pakistan. The partition was 
based on religious affiliation, with a Muslim 
majority in West and East Pakistan and a 
Hindu majority in India. 

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) 
opposed the partition because it would 
leave the center weak. The INC’s leaders, 
including Nehru, believed that Hindus and 
Muslims had lived together peacefully for 
centuries and shared a common history in 
the country. Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, 
the leader of Khudai Khidmatgar, and 
Mahatma Gandhi, both INC members, 
strongly opposed the partition. 

 � The British government concluded that 
partition was the only answer after World 
War II, when Indians increasingly expected 
self-government.

270. When the Indian Muslim League was 
inducted into the interim government in 
1946, Liyaqat Ali Khan was assigned the 
portfolio of  

(a)  Foreign affairs 
(b)  Home
(c)  Finance 
(d)  Defence 
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Explanation :  (C)

 � When the Indian Muslim League was 
inducted into the interim government in 
1946, Liyaqat Ali Khan was assigned the 
portfolio of finance. 

 � The government asked the Muslim League 
to send five nominees for representation in 
the interim government. Khan was asked 
to lead the League group in the cabinet.

271. What is the correct sequence of the 
following events?  

1. Tilak’s Home Rule League
2. Komagata maru Incident
3. Mahatma Gandhi’s arrival in India

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

Codes:
(a)  1, 2, 3  
(b) 3, 2, 1
(c) 2, 1, 3 
(d) 2, 3, 1

Explanation :  (D)

The Komagata Maru :

 � It was incident occurred in 1914 when 
the Japanese steamship Komagata Maru 
attempted to dock in Vancouver, Canada 
with 376 prospective immigrants. The 
Canadian government refused to allow the 
passengers to disembark, and most were 
forced to return to Budge Budge, Calcutta. 

 � The incident is considered a stain on 
Canadian history and highlights the 
racist government policies of the time. 
The passengers were British subjects, but 
faced racism and hatred. The Canadian 
government enforced strict immigration 
laws that targeted people from Asian 
countries. 

 � The Komagata Maru incident is also the 
subject of the 1974 Indian Hindi-language 
film Jeevan Sangram.

 � Mahatma Gandhi returned to India on 
January 9, 1915, after living in South Africa 
for more than 20 years. He set sail from 
Cape Town on July 19, 1914, and arrived 

in Mumbai to a large, cheering crowd at 
Apollo Bunder. 

 � Gandhi’s arrival was a grand affair, with a 
large crowd welcoming him at the Apollo 
port (Wellington Pier) of Mumbai. 

Gandhi’s contributions to Indian politics 
include:

1. Introducing non-violence as a tool for 
political protest

2. Organizing mass movements to fight 
for Indian rights

3. Helping to unite different religious 
and social groups in India 

 � In 2003, the Indian government chose 
January 9th as Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas  (Non-Resident Indian Day) to 
commemorate the contributions of the 
overseas Indian community to India’s 
development.

The Indian Home Rule League :

 � It was established by Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
in April 1916 at Belgaum. The league’s goal 
was to achieve self-government for India 
within the British Empire. 

 � The league had six branches, including 
one each in Central Provinces, Karnataka, 
Bombay, and Central Maharashtra, and 
two in Berar. The league’s branches in cities 
like Madras and Calcutta organized public 
meetings, processions, and rallies. 

 � The league’s achievements include creating 
a popular base through organizational links 
and a generation of nationalists. 

 � The Home Rule Movement lasted from 
1916–1918 and is believed to have set the 
stage for the independence movement. 
In 1920, the All India Home Rule League 
changed its name to Swarajya Sabha.

272. At the time of India’s Independence, 
Mahatma Gandhi was  

(a) a member of Congress Working 
Committee

(b)  not a member of the Congress
(c)  the President of the Congress
(d)  the General Secretary of the Congress
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Explanation :  (B)

 � Gandhi did not hold any political status 
after the Independence had been achieved. 
After a long struggle for independence 
he finally rested without any position 
politically. Yet he was considered Father of 
the Nation. 

273. The Indian Muslims, in general, were 
not attracted to the Extremist movement 
because of the  

(a)  influence of Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan 
(b)  anti-Muslim attitude of extremist 

leaders 
(c)  indifference shown to Muslim 

aspirations
(d)  Extremists policy of harping on 

Hindu past 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Indian Muslims, in general, were 
not attracted to the Extremist movement 
because of the extremists’ policy of harping 
on Hindu past.

274. Simon  Commission of 1927 was 
boycotted because   

(a)  there was no Indian Member in the 
Commission

(b) it supported the Muslim League
(e)  Congress felt that the people of India 

are entitled to Swaraj
(d)  there were differences among the 

members.

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Simon Commission of 1927 was 
boycotted by Indians because it had no 
Indian members. The commission was 
appointed by the British government 
to investigate the need for further 
constitutional reforms. The commission 
had seven British members but no Indian 
members. 

 � The Simon Commission is also known as 
the Indian Statutory Commission. The 
commission was named after Sir John 
Simon, who was the chairman of the 
commission. 

 � The commission came to India in 1928 to 
look after the working of the government 
of India Act, 1919 and to suggest changes. 

 � The commission was rejected by the 
Congress because its report was partial and 
inadequate.

275. What is the correct sequence of the 
following events?  

1. The August Offer
2. The I.N.A trial
3. The Quit India Movement
4. The Royal Indian Naval Ratings 

Revolt

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

Codes:

(a)  1, 3, 2, 4 
(b) 3, 1, 2, 4
(c)  1, 3, 4, 2 
(d) 3, 1, 4, 2

Explanation :  (A)

The August Offer :

 � It was a proposal made in 1940 by Lord 
Linlithgow, the Viceroy of India. The offer 
was a response to the Indian National 
Congress’s disappointment with the British 
involvement of India in World War I. The 
offer was presented at a conference in Simla 
and aimed to appease Indian sentiments 
and gain support for World War II. 

The August Offer included the following 
promises:

1. Expanding the Executive Council of 
the Viceroy of India to include more 
Indians

2. Establishing an advisory war council
3. Giving full weight to minority opinion
4. Recognizing Indians’ right to frame 

their own constitution 
 � The offer was rejected by the Congress 

and the League. The Congress rejected 
the offer because they wanted complete 
independence, but were offered Dominion 
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status instead. The League stated that they 
would accept nothing less than the country’s 
separation. The British later tweaked the 
offer and came up with the Cripps Proposal 
in 1942. 

The Quit India Movement :

 � It was a civil disobedience campaign that 
began on August 8, 1942 and ended in 1945. 
The movement was launched by Mahatma 
Gandhi and the Indian National Congress 
(INC) to end British rule in India. The 
movement also went by the names India 
August Movement and August Kranti. 

 � The movement’s slogans were “Quit India” 
and “Bharat Chodo”. Gandhi also gave 
the slogan “Do or die” to the people. The 
movement included protests and strikes. 

The movement’s causes included:

1. The Second World War had started in 
1939.  

2. Japan, which was part of the Axis 
Powers that were opposed to the 
British in the war, were gaining onto 
the north-eastern frontiers of India. 

 � The British Government arrested Gandhi, 
Nehru, and many other leaders of the 
Indian National Congress the day after the 
movement’s launch. The British resorted to 
violent means to thwart the movement. 

 � The movement failed because there was no 
guidance from the Congress leaders, as the 
most prominent ones had been jailed and 
the organization itself was declared illegal.

The Indian National Army (INA)  trials :

 � It were  a  series  of  court-martial 
proceedings held between November 1945 
and May 1946. The trials were also known 
as the Red Fort trials, and were held at the 
Red Fort in Delhi. The trials were conducted 
against INA officers on charges of treason, 
torture, murder, and abetment to murder 
during World War II. 

 � The INA was formed by a group of Indians 
in Southeast Asia during World War II. The 
British wanted to show the fairness of their 
justice, so the trial was held in public. The 
trials attracted much publicity and public 

sympathy for the defendants who were 
considered by some to be patriots of India. 

 � The three men tried in the 1945-1946 court-
martial were Shah Nawaz Khan, Dhillon, 
and Sahgal. The three INA members were 
found guilty of waging a war, but were not 
given the death sentence. Instead, they 
were dismissed from service and handed 
transportation for life, which was later 
remitted.

The Royal Indian Navy (RIN) revolt :

 � It is also known as the 1946 Naval Uprising, 
was a failed insurrection by sailors, 
soldiers, police, and civilians against the 
British government in India in February 
1946. The revolt began on February 18, 
1946, when ratings on board ships and 
shore establishments in Bombay harbor 
protested general conditions, including 
food and living conditions. The revolt 
spread to Karachi and Calcutta, and 
ultimately involved over 20,000 sailors in 78 
ships and shore establishments. The British 
repressed the revolt with force, killing eight 
and wounding 33. The revolt was sparked 
by the rapid expansion of the RIN during 
World War II.

Other factors that contributed to the 
revolt include:

1. The British’s open trial of three Army 
officers of the INA

2. The anger of Indian troops when 
they learned that the Azad Hind 
Fauj detainees were to be tried and 
executed in the Red Fort

3. The demand for the release of Indian 
soldiers being imprisoned by British 
forces in Indonesia

276. Which one of the following events, was 
characterised by Montague as ‘Preventive 
Murder’?  

(a)  Killing of INA activists
(b)  Massacre of Jallianwalla Bagh
(c)  Shooting of the Mahatma
(d)  Shooting of Curzon Wythe

Explanation :  (B)
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 � In his report, British politician Montague 
described the Jallianwala Bagh massacre 
of April 13, 1919 as “preventive murder”. 
Montague condemned the British 
authorities’ use of force, calling it 
“preventable” and “brutal”. 

 � The massacre occurred in Amritsar on 
April 13, 1919. In retaliation, Udham Singh, 
an Indian revolutionary, shot Michael 
O’Dwyer, 75, in London on March 13, 1940.

277. Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched?  

1. Theodore Beck: Mohammadan Anglo 
Oriental College, Aligarh

2. Ilbert Bill: Ripon
3. Pherozesha Mehta: Indian National 

Congress
4. Badruddin Tyabji: Muslim League 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

Codes :

(a)  1, 2, 3 and 4 
(b)   2 and 4
(c)  1, 3 and 4 
(d)   1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

The correct answer is C, 1-2 and 3.

Here’s some information about the pairs:

Theodore Beck :
 � Beck was the principal of Mohammedan 

Anglo-Oriental College in Aligarh. The 
college was founded in 1875 by Sir Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan and later became Aligarh 
Muslim University.

Ilbert Bill :

 � The pair is matched with Ripon.

Pherozeshah Mehta :

 � Mehta is associated with the Indian 
National Congress.
Badruddin Tyabji :

 � Tyabji is not associated with the Muslim 
League. In 1887, he became the first Muslim 

president of the INC in Madras.

278. Which one of the following defines 
extremist ideology during the early phase 
of Indian freedom movement?  

(a) Stimulating the production of 
indigenous articles by giving 
them preference over imported 
commodities

(b)  Obtaining self-government by 
aggressive means in place of petitions 
and constitutional ways

(c)  Proviing national education according 
to the requirement of the country.

(d)  Organising coups against the British 
empire through military revolt.

Explanation :  (B)

 � Extremist ideology during the early 
phase of the Indian freedom movement is 
defined as obtaining self-government by 
aggressive means in place of petitions and 
constitutional ways. 

 � Extremists believed in the ideology of 
“Swaraj”, which meant complete freedom 
from British rule. They did not stick to 
constitutional methods to protest and 
demand. Instead, they resorted to boycotts, 
strikes, agitation, and other means to force 
their demands. 

 � Extremists approach was in contrast to 
the moderate leaders who focused on 
petitioning and constitutional means of 
seeking reforms. 

 � Some of the extremist leaders were Lala 
Lajpat Rai, Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, Aurobindo 
Ghosh Rajnarayan Bose, and Ashwini 
Kumar Dutt.

279. Who was the leader of the Ghaddar Party? 

(a)  Bhagat Singh
(b)  Lala Hardayal
(c)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(d)  V. D. Savarkar

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Ghadar Party was founded in 1913 
by Sohan Singh Bhakna, Lala Har Dayal, 
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Sant Baba Wasakha Singh Dadehar, Baba 
Jawala Singh, and Santokh Singh. The 
party’s original name was the Pacific Coast 
Hindustan Association. 

 � The Ghadar Party was a liberation 
movement for India during British rule. 
The party’s headquarters were located at 
436 Hill St, San Francisco, California. The 
party’s revolutionaries were based in San 
Francisco, with branches along the US 
Coast and in the far East. 

 � The Ghadar Party’s leaders, including 
Sohan Singh, Barkatullah, and Taraknath 
Das, used the Komagata Maru incident as 
a rallying point to bring many disaffected 
Indians in North America into the party.

280. “The Congress is tottering to its fall and 
one of my great ambitions while in India, 
is to assist it to a peaceful demise.” This 
statement is attributed to  

(a)  Lord Dufferin 
(b)  Lord Curzon
(c)  Lord Lytton
(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (B)

 � The quote, “The Congress is tottering to its 
fall and one of my great ambitions while in 
India, is to assist it to a peaceful demise,” 
is attributed to Lord Curzon. Curzon was 
the Viceroy of India from 1899 to 1905. He 
made this statement during the formation 
of the Indian National Congress in 1885. 

 � The Indian National Congress is one of 
the two major political parties in India, 
alongside the Bharatiya Janata Party. The 
Congress led India to independence from 
the United Kingdom, and significantly 
influenced other anti-colonial nationalist 
movements in the British Empire.

1999

281. The Congress policy of pray and petition 
ultimately came to an end under the 
guidance of  

(a)  Aurobindo Ghosh 
(b)  Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(c)  Lala Lajpat Rai 

(d)  Mahatma Gandhi

Explanation :  (B)

 � Bal Gangadhar Tilak, also known as 
Lokmanya Tilak, played a significant role 
in transitioning the Congress from the 
moderate phase to the more aggressive 
extremist phase. He was one of the first 
leaders to advocate for Swaraj (Self-rule), 
and encouraged more direct methods of 
protests. Thus, it was under his guidance 
that the Pray and Petition policy of 
Congress came to an end.

282. The first venture of Gandhi in all-India 
politics was the  

(a)  Non-Cooperation Movement
(b)  Rowlatt Satyagraha
(c)  Champaran Movement
(d)  Dandi March

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mahatma Gandhi’s first venture in all-India 
politics was the Rowlatt Satyagraha, which 
was launched in 1919. The Satyagraha was 
originally scheduled for April 6, 1919, 
but was withdrawn on April 18 after the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre. 

 � The Rowlatt Satyagraha was the first major 
all-India movement called by Gandhi, 
following the Champaran Satyagraha of 
1917. 

 � The Satyagraha movements inspired by 
Gandhi occurred in the Champaran district 
of Bihar and the Kheda district of Gujarat 
from 1917 to 1918.

 � Gandhi’s first active involvement in 
Indian politics on a national scale used 
his principles of Satyagraha or passive 
resistance.

283. Abinava Bharat’ a secret society of 
revolutionaries was organised by   

(a)  Khudiram Bose
(b)  V. D. Savarkar
(c)  Prafulla Chaki 
(d)  Bhagat Singh

Explanation :  (B)
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 � Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and his brother 
Ganesh Damodar Savarkar founded the 
Abhinav Bharat Society (Young India 
Society) in 1904.The society was a secret 
organization during the Indian War of 
Independence. 

The Abhinav Bharat Society :

 � believed in armed revolution and was 
responsible for the assassinations of some 
British government officers.

The society’s objectives were to :

1. Build public support for the Indian 
nationalist revolution

2. Collect money, supplies, and 
information to carry out a revolt 

 � The society conducted secret meetings, 
propagated its revolutionary ideals, and 
organized like-minded individuals. The 
society was disbanded in 1952. 

284. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists:  

A. Shyamji 
Krishna Varma 

1. Bande Mataram

B. Madame 
Bhikaji Cama 

2. Indian Sociologist 

C. Annie Besant 3. The Talwar
D. Aurobindo 
Ghosh 

4. Commonwealth 

Codes : ABCD

(a)  2 3 4 1 
(b)  3 2 1 4 
(c)  2 3 1 4 
(d)  3 2 4 1 

Explanation :  (A)

List I (Person) List II (Journal)
1. Shyamji Krishna 

Verma
Indian Sociologist 

2. Madame Bhikaji 
Cama

The Talwar

3. Annie Besant Commonwealth
4. Aurobindo Ghosh Bande Mataram

285. “It made its proposals in May. It still 
wanted a united India. There was to be 
a Federal Union composed of British 
provinces.” The above quotation is related 
to   

(a)  Simon Commission
(b)  Gandhi-Irwin Pact 
(c) Cripps Mission 
(d) Cabinet Mission

Explanation :  (D)

 � The above quotation is related to the 
Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946. 

 � In 1946, the British government sent a 
mission to India to work out a plan for the 
transfer of power. The mission was led by 
three British cabinet ministers: 
1. Pethick Lawrence, 
2. Stafford Cripps, and 
3. A.V. Alexander.

•	 The Cabinet Mission Plan proposed a 
complicated system for India with three 
tiers: 
1. the provinces, 
2. provincial groupings, and 
3. the center. 

 � The center’s power was to be confined 
to foreign affairs, defense, currency, and 
communications. The provinces would 
keep all other powers and could establish 
three groups.

 � The Cabinet Mission Plan also proposed 
that there be a Constituent Assembly 
to draft a constitution for India. The 
Constituent Assembly was to be elected by 
the provincial legislatures.

 � The Cabinet Mission Plan was accepted by 
the Indian National Congress but rejected 
by the Muslim League. The Muslim League 
wanted a separate state for Muslims.

 � The Cabinet Mission Plan failed to achieve 
its objectives, but it did lay the groundwork 
for the eventual transfer of power to India 
in 1947. 
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286. The most short-lived of all of Britain’s 
constitutional experiments in India was 
the   

(a)  Indian Councils Act of 1861
(b)  Indian Councils Act of 1892
(c)  Indian Councils Act of 1909
(d)  Government of India Act of 1919 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Indian Councils Act of 1909, also 
known as the Morley-Minto Reforms, is the 
most short-lived of all British constitutional 
experiments in India. It lasted only 10 
years, until the 1919 Montague Chemsford 
Reforms. 

 � The Indian Councils Act of 1909, also 
known as the Morley-Minto act, provided 
separate electorates to minorities Muslims. 
It was an Act of the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom that brought about a limited 
increase in the involvement of Indians in 
the governance of British India.

287. At a time when empires in Europe were 
crumbling before the might of Napoleon 
which one of the following Governors- 
General kept the British flag flying high 
in India?   

(a)  Warren Hastings 
(b)  Lord Cornwallis 
(c)  Lord Wellesley
(d)  Lord Hastings

Explanation :  (C)

 � Lord Wellesley (as Governor General) came 
to India in 1798 at a time when the British 
were locked in a life and death struggle 
with France all over the world. He decided 
to bring as many Indian states as possible 
under British control, through his policies 
of Subsidiary Alliances, outright wars and 
assumptions of the territories of previously 
subordinated rulers.

288. The Governor-General who followed 
a spirited “Forward” policy towards 
Afghanistan was   

(a)  Minto 
(b)  Dufferin 

(c)  Elgin 
(d)  Lytton

Explanation :  (D)

 � In 1878, Lord Lytton, the British Viceroy in 
India, followed a “forward policy” towards 
Afghanistan. The forward policy was a set 
of foreign policies that focused on securing 
control of territories through invasion, 
annexation, or the creation of buffer states. 

 � The forward policy was also used in the 
context of the Sino-Indian border conflict. 
In this case, the Indian Army used the 
term to refer to a government directive 
to establish “forward” posts to reclaim 
territory occupied by China.

289. Which one of the following leaders of the 
Congress was totally in favour of Cabinet 
Mission Plan?

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(c)  Sardar Patel
(d)  Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

Explanation :  (C)

 � Sardar Patel was totally in favour of Cabinet 
Mission Plan. Sardar Vallabhai Patel was 
a lawyer and influential political leader 
in the Indian independence movement. 
After independence, he was crucial in the 
integration of over 500 princely states into 
the Indian Union. He served as the first 
Deputy Prime Minister of India.

 � The Cabinet Mission Plan was a statement 
made by the Cabinet Mission and the 
Viceroy, Lord Wavell, on May 16, 1946, 
that contained proposals regarding the 
constitutional future of India in the wake of 
Indian political parties and representatives 
not coming to an agreement.

 � The Cabinet Mission’ came to India aimed 
to discuss the transfer of power from the 
British government to the Indian leadership, 
with the aim of preserving India’s unity and 
granting it independence.
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290. Which Indian nationalist leader looked 
upon a war between Germany and Britain 
as a godsent opportunity which would 
enable Indians to exploit the situation to 
their advantage?  

(a)  C. Rajagopalachari 
(b)  M. A. Jinnah 
(c)  Subhas Chandra Bose 
(d)  Jawaharlal Nehru 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Subhash Chandra Bose, an Indian 
nationalist leader, believed that a war 
between Germany and Britain would be 
a godsent opportunity for India. Bose 
believed that the war could be used to fight 
for India’s independence. He believed that 
the war was an imperialist one because 
both sides were fighting to defend colonial 
territories. 

 � Bose, who was born in Cuttack, Odisha, 
was the president of the Indian National 
Congress in 1938 and 1939. During World 
War II, he sought to ally with the Soviet 
Union and then eventually with Nazi 
Germany to undermine the British Empire. 
He formed the Indian National Army (INA) 
with the help of the Japanese to overthrow 
British rule in India

291. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below:    

List I (Year) List II (Event)
A. 1775 1. First Anglo- Burmese 

War
B. 1780 2. First Anglo-Afghan 

War
C. 1824 3. First Anglo-Maratha 

War 
D. 1838 4. Second Anglo Mysore 

War 

Codes : ABCD

(a) 4 3 2 1 
(b)  4 3 1 2 
(c)  3 4 1 2  
(d)  3 4 2 1 

Explanation :  (C)

The First Anglo-Maratha War :

 � It was a conflict between the British East 
India Company and the Maratha Empire 
in India from 1775 to 1782. The war began 
with the Treaty of Surat on March 6, 1775 
and ended with the Treaty of Salbai on May 
17, 1782. The war was fought in between 
Surat and Poona, and the British lost, but 
both sides’ positions were restored before 
the war. 

The war’s background includes:

1. The death of the third Peshwa, Balaji 
Baji Rao, in 1761 after his defeat at the 
Third Battle of Panipat

2. His son, Madhavrao I, succeeding him 
and recovering some of the Maratha 
power and territories lost in the Battle 
of Panipat

3. The English becoming aware of the 
growing Maratha power

4. Territorial disputes

The Second Anglo-Mysore War :

 � It was a conflict between the British East 
India Company and the Kingdom of 
Mysore from 1780 to 1784. The war took 
place in India, South India, and the Indian 
subcontinent. 

 � The war began when Haider Ali defeated 
the English army and captured Arcot in 
1781. The war was marked by bloody 
battles, with fortunes shifting between 
the two sides. In September 1780, Tipu 
defeated William Baillie at the Battle of 
Pollilur, and in February 1782, he defeated 
John Braithwaite at Kumbakonam. Both 
Baillie and Braithwaite were taken prisoner 
to Seringapatam. 

 � The war ended in March 1784 with the 
signing of the Treaty of Mangalore. The 
treaty included the reinstatement of each 
side’s territories.
The First Anglo-Burmese War :

 � It is also known as the First Burma War, was 
a conflict between the British and Burmese 
empires that lasted from 1824 to 1826. The 
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war was the first of three conflicts between 
the two countries in the 19th century. 

 � The war began on March 5, 1824, after 
clashes along the border in Arakan. The 
British wanted to expand their influence 
in British Bengal and find new markets for 
British manufacturing. The war ended in 
February 1826 with the Treaty of Yandabo, 
which gave the British East India Company 
victory. Burma lost territory it had 
previously conquered in Assam, Manipur, 
and Arakan. 

 � The war was the longest and most expensive 
in British Indian history. 15,000 European 
and Indian soldiers were killed, and the 
number of Burmese soldiers and civilians 
killed is unknown.

The First Anglo-Afghan War :

 � It was fought from 1838 to 1842 between 
the British East India Company and the 
Emirate of Afghanistan. The war was 
initially successful for the British, but 
ended in one of the worst military disasters 
of the 19th century. The war cost the British 
in India 15 million pounds sterling and 
20,000 lives. 
Some causes of the war include:

1. Strategic position: Afghanistan 
was strategically located between 
India and the Russian Empire. The 
British wanted to ensure that a pro-
British Amir was on the throne in 
Afghanistan.

2. The Great Game
3. The British army’s lack of unified 

opposition from Afghan tribal leaders
4. The British’s attempts to exploit the 

age-old factions between the various 
Afghan tribes

5. Civil unrest in Kabul in November 
1841 

 � The British used Afghanistan as a buffer 
state to protect all approaches to British 
India from a Russian invasion. The British, 
feeling that Dōst Mohammad was either 
hostile to them or unable to resist Russian 
penetration, moved to take a direct role in 
Afghan affairs. 

 � The Anglo-Afghan Wars took place 
between 1839 and 1919. 

The three wars were:

1. First Anglo-Afghan War (1838-43)
2. Second Anglo-Afghan War (1878-80)
3. Third Anglo-Afghan War (1919) 

 � The wars resulted in a botched boundary 
between Afghanistan and present-day 
Pakistan.

292. Which one of the following Indian 
leaders was dismissed by the British from 
the Indian Civil Service?   

(a)  Satyendranath Tagore
(b)  Surendranath Banerji 
(c)  R. C. Dutt
(d)  Subhash Chandra Bose 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Surendranath Banerjee was dismissed from 
the Indian Civil Service in 1874 for making 
a minor judicial error. Banerjee was the 
second Indian to pass the competitive 
examination in 1869, but was dismissed 
because he was non-European. He was 
a vocal critic of the British government’s 
policies in India. 

 � Banerjee founded the Indian Association in 
1876 with Ananda Mohan Bose. The Indian 
Association was a pre-Congress association 
that promoted the political, intellectual, 
and material advancement of the people. 
Banerjee was also a leader in the Bengal 
anti-partition movement from 1905-11. 

293. The term “imperial preference” was 
applied to the   

(a)  special privileges on British imports 
in India 

(b)  racial discrimination by the Britishers 
(c)  subordination of Indian interest to 

that of the British
(d)  preference given to British political 

agents over Indian Princes

Explanation :  (A)

 � The term “imperial preference” was used 
to describe the special privileges given 
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to British imports into India. Under this 
system, British imports into India were 
charged nominal or no fees, while exports 
from India were heavily charged in Britain. 

 � Imperial Preference was a system of 
mutual tariff reduction enacted throughout 
the British Empire and the British 
Commonwealth in 1932. The 1932 British 
Empire Economic Conference (Ottawa 
Conference) was a meeting of British 
colonies and autonomous dominions to 
discuss the Great Depression. The meeting 
established a zone of limited tariffs within 
the British Empire, but with high tariffs 
with the rest of the world.

294. Consider the following events:    

(a) Indigo Revolt 
(b)  Santhal Rebellion 
(c)  Deccan Riot
(d)  Mutiny of the Sepoys 

The correct chronological sequence of 
these events is:

(a)  4, 2, 1, 3 
(b)  4, 2, 3, 1 
(c)  2, 4, 3, 1 
(d)   2, 4, 1, 3 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Santhal rebellion in Rajmahal hills under 
the leadership of Sidhu and Kanho in 1855-
56. 

 � Sepoy mutiny took place in 1857. 
 � Indigo revolt took place in 1857 in Bengal.
 � Deccan riot took place in the year 1875 in 

some parts of the Pune and Satara district 
of Maharastra.

295. There was no independent development 
of industries in India during British rule 
because of the   

(a)  absence of heavy industries
(b)  scarcity of foreign capital
(c)  scarcity of natural resources
(d)  preference of the rich to invest in land

Explanation :  (A)

 � The absence of heavy industries is the 
main reason for the lack of independent 
industrial development in India during 
British rule. 

 � The British did not support the  
development of capital goods industries to 
support industrial development in India. 
They wanted Indians to depend on Britain 
for heavy goods and capital. 

Other reasons for the decline of Indian 
industry during the British period 
include:

1. Oppression of craftsmen: By the 
servants of the East India company

2. High import duties
3. Restrictions on the import of Indian 

goods: Into Britain and Europe 
 � The British also encouraged Indian farmers 

to grow cash crops like cotton, jute, 
wheat, indigo, and opium, which were in 
high demand in Britain. This led to the 
commercialization of agriculture during 
British rule. 

 � However, various plantation industries, 
including tea, coffee, rubber, and indigo, 
were developed during British rule in India. 

296. Assertion (A) : Lord Linlithgow described 
the August Movement of 1942 as the most 
serious rebellion since Sepoy Mutiny.

Reason (R): There was massive upsurge of 
the peasantry in certain areas   

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false
(d)  A is false, but R is true 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Viceroy Lord Linlithgow described the 
August Movement of 1942 as “by far the 
most serious rebellion since 1857”. The 
August Movement, also known as the Quit 
India Movement, was a significant event in 
the Indian independence struggle. 
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 � The Quit India Movement of 1942 saw a 
massive upsurge of the peasantry in certain 
areas, particularly in Bihar. This made the 
movement formidable, and it surpassed all 
previous Congress-led movements in its 
level of anti-British radicalism. 

 � Mahatma Gandhi launched the Quit India 
Movement on August 8, 1942, at the All-
India Congress Committee in Mumbai. The 
movement was a response to the collapse of 
the Cripps Mission, the British assumption 
of unconditional support from India in 
World War II, and the growing popularity 
of anti-British sentiments and the demand 
for full independence.

297. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists:  

List-I (Books) List II (Authors)
A. The First Indian 
     war of 
     Independence

1. 
Rabindranath       
    Tagore

B.   Anand Math 2. Sri 
Aurobindo

C.  Life Divine 3. Bankim 
Chandra 
     Chatterji 

D.  Sadhana  4. Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar 

Codes : ABCD

(a) 4 3 2 1  
(b)   3 4 1 2
(c)  4 3 1 2  
(d)  3 4 2 1

Explanation :  (A)

 � Vinayak Damodar Savarkar is the author 
of The Indian War of Independence 1857, 
which was first published in 1909. The 
book is an Indian nationalist history of the 
1857 revolt. Savarkar is also credited with 
first using the term “War of Independence” 
in his 1909 book. 

 � Karl Marx also contributed to the 
development of modern communism. In 
1857, Marx published an article titled “The 

Indian Revolt” in the New-York Tribune.
 � Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay wrote 

Ananda Math, a Bengali historical novel 
published in 1882. The novel is set during 
the Bengal famine of 1770 and is inspired 
by the Sannyasi Rebellion in the late 18th 
century. It is considered one of the most 
important novels in the history of Bengali 
and Indian literature. 

•	 Ananda Math has many themes, 
including:

 � Famine, Freedom struggle, Brotherhood, 
Bhakti (love) of Mother India, Feudal 
system, Patriotism, Nationalism, Sacrifice, 
Violence. 

 � The novel’s first English publication was 
titled The Abbey of Bliss.

The novel has been translated into English 
by many prominent people, including:

1. Nares Chandra Sen-Gupta in 1906
2. The Ghosh brothers Aurobindo and 

Barindrakumar in 1909
3. Basanta Koomar Roy in 1941
4. Julius Lipner in 2005

 � The Life Divine is a philosophical work by 
Sri Aurobindo. The book was first published 
in 1939.

 � In The Life Divine, Aurobindo presents a 
theory of spiritual evolution that will lead 
to the transformation of humans and the 
advent of a divine life on Earth. The book 
is based on Aurobindo’s principles and 
philosophical work. 

 � The Life Divine first appeared serially in 
the monthly review Arya between August 
1914 and January 1919. 

•	 Sadhana: The Realization of Life is written 
by Nobel Prize Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore. The book is an introduction to 
India’s ancient spiritual heritage. It is a 
restatement of ancient Indian wisdom for 
modern times and a commentary on the 
Upanishads. 

 � The book is a repository of timeless wisdom 
from the East. It relates a theory of a few 
points of the teaching of Jesus Christ and 
Gautama Buddha. The narrative touches 
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many bases dealing with the virtue of man, 
greed, love and compassion.

298. The educated middle class in India  

(a)  opposed the revolt of 1857
(b)  supported the revolt of 1857
(c)  remained neutral to the revolt of 1857
(d)  fought against native rulers 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The educated middle class in India 
remained neutral to the revolt of 1857. The 
educated middle class may have perceived 
the rebellion as a threat to their careers, 
economic stability, and social status. 

 � The revolt, also known as the Sepoy Mutiny, 
was a violent revolt against British rule that 
failed. The revolt did not spread to all parts 
of the country, and was not supported by all 
groups and sections of Indian society. Many 
Indian rulers refused to help the rebels, and 
some were openly hostile to the rebels and 
helped the British in suppressing the revolt. 

 � In 1885, middle-class Indians, especially 
those with a British-style education, 
founded the Indian National Congress 
to enact political reforms and address 
issues like unfair taxation and barriers to 
industrialization imposed by the British.

2000

299. While delivering the presidential address, 
the Congress President who advocated 
the introduction of Roman script for 
Hindi language was  

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi 
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(c)  Abul Kalam Azad 
(d)  Subhas Chandra Bose 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Subhash Chandra Bose advocated the 
introduction of Roman script for Hindi 
language in 1938 at the Haripura session.

300. The Balkan Plan for fragmentation of 
India was the brain-child of  

(a)  W. Churchill 
(b) M. A. Jinnah

(c)  Lord Mountbatten
(d)  V. P. Menon

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Balkan Plan for the fragmentation 
of India was the brainchild of Lord 
Mountbatten. The plan was abandoned due 
to opposition from Nehru. 

 � The Balkan Plan was proposed in 1947 
and aimed to partition the country along 
religious lines. The plan would have created 
separate Hindu and Muslim nations, 
resulting in the formation of India and 
Pakistan. 

 � The plan would have transferred power to 
separate provinces, with Punjab and Bengal 
given the option to vote for partition. The 
partitioned units would have had the 
choice to join India or Pakistan or remain 
independent. 

 � The final plan for Indian independence was 
also known as the “3rd June Plan”, “Dickie 
Bird Plan”, or “Plan Balkan”.

301. At the time of partition of India, which 
one of the following provinces of the 
British India came forward with a plan 
for a united and independent existence?  

(a)  Punjab 
(b)  Assam 
(c)  Bengal 
(d)  Bihar

Explanation :  (A)

 � Punjab province of British India came 
forward with a plan for united and 
independent existence. 

 � Prior to the Independence of India, Assam 
province was granted self-rule and on 
August 15, 1947, became part of Indian 
Union

 � As a part of the Partition of India, Bengal 
province got divided into west Bengal, 
became a state of  India and East Bengal, 
was renamed east Pakistan and later became 
the independent nation of Bangladesh after 
the Bangladesh Liberation war of 1971. 
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302. The Indian National Army (INA) came 
into existence in 1943 in    

(a)  Japan 
(b)  Burma
(c)  Singapore 
(d)  Malaya

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Indian National Army (INA) came into 
existence in 1943 in Singapore. 

 � The INA was formed by Mohan Singh in 
1942. It was a military force made up of 
Indian prisoners of war and expatriates 
in Southeast Asia. The INA was an armed 
resistance movement against British 
colonial rule in India. 

 � The INA’s beginnings coincided with Japan’s 
imperial expansion in the Pacific during 
the 1940s. Indian revolutionaries enlisted 
the help of Japanese military personnel and 
later the government in their fight against 
the British forces. 

 � After the British surrendered in February 
1942, the Japanese encouraged and even 
forced soldiers from the defeated British 
Indian Army to join the INA to liberate 
India.

303. In this instance we could not play off the 
Mohammedans against the Hindus”. To 
which one of the following events did this 
remark of Aitchison relate?   

(a)  Revolt of 1857
(b)  Champaran Satyagraha (1917)
(c)  Khilafat and Non Cooperation 

Movement social base. (1919 - 22)
(d)  August Movement of 1942

Explanation :  (A)

 � “In this instance we could not play off the 
Mohammedans against the Hindus” is a 
remark made by C. U. Aitchison about the 
Hindu-Muslim unity seen at the Revolt of 
1857.

 � The Indian Rebellion of 1857, also known 
as the Indian Mutiny, is also known as 
North India’s First War of Independence. 
The revolt was sparked by a mutiny in 

several sepoy companies of the Bengal 
army in February 1857. The issue was new 
gunpowder cartridges for the Enfield rifle, 
and a rumor was spread that the cartridges 
were made from cow and pig fat.

304. As an alternative to the partition of India, 
Gandhiji suggested to Mountbatten that 
he   

(a)  postpone granting of independence 
(b)  invite Jinnah to form the government
(c)  invite Nehru and Jinnah to form the 

government together
(d) invite the army to take over for some 

time 

Explanation :  (B)

 � As an alternative to the partition of India, 
Mahatma Gandhi suggested to Lord 
Mountbatten that Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
be invited to form the government. This 
would have essentially offered Jinnah the 
position of Prime Minister. 

 � Gandhi was against the partition of India, 
believing it contradicted his vision of unity 
among Indians of all religions. However, 
the Congress and Muslim League did not 
agree with Gandhi’s thoughts. 

 � The Mountbatten Plan, also known as the 
3rd June Plan, came into existence on June 
3, 1947. The plan included the principles 
of partition, autonomy, and sovereignty to 
both nations. It also recognized the right 
of both nations to make their separate 
constitutions.

305. The last major extension of British Indian 
Territory took place during the time of    

(a)  Dufferin 
(b)  Dalhousie 
(c)  Lytton 
(d)  Curzon

Explanation :  (B)

 � The last major extension of British Indian 
territory occurred during the time of 
Lord Dalhousie, who served as Governor-
General of India from 1848 to 1856.
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 � Dalhousie played a significant role in the 
expansion of British territories in India. 

 � The British expansion in India occurred 
through bloody battles and strategic 
policies from 1751 to 1900. The British 
expanded their rule over the entire Indian 
subcontinent starting from the Battle of 
Plassey to the annexation of Punjab in 1849. 

306. After returning from South Africa, 
Gandhiji launched his first successful 
Satyagraha in   

(a)  Chauri Chaura 
(b)  Dandi 
(c) Champaran 
(d)  Bardoli

Explanation :  (C)

 � After returning from South Africa in 
1915, Mahatma Gandhi launched his first 
Satyagraha in 1917 in Champaran, Bihar. 
This was a farmer’s uprising against the 
indigo planters, who were exploiting the 
indigo cultivators.

 � The indigo cultivators were bound by law 
to grow indigo on 3-20th of their land, 
called the tinkathia system, and sell it to the 
British planters at fixed prices.

 � The district authorities banned Gandhi’s 
entry into the district, but he offered 
Satyagraha as a result. This led to an 
inquiry into the conditions of the peasants, 
which helped provide relief to the indigo 
cultivators. 

 � The Champaran Satyagraha is considered a 
historically important revolt in the Indian 
Independence Movement.

307. The native State of Tripura became 
involved in the Freedom Movement early 
in the 20th century because   

(a)  the kings of Tripura were always anti-
British 

(b) the Bengal revolutionaries took 
shelter in Tripura

(c)  the tribes of the State were fiercely 
freedom loving

(d) there were already some groups 
lighting against the kingship and its 

protector, the British

Explanation :  (D)

 � Tripura became involved in the Freedom 
Movement in the early 20th century 
because there was already a local resistance 
against the British presence in the state. 

Other reasons that might explain why 
Tripura became involved in the Freedom 
Movement include:

1. The kings of Tripura were always anti-
British

2. Bengal revolutionaries took shelter in 
Tripura

3. The tribes of the state were fiercely 
freedom-loving

308. Assertion (A): The basic weakness of the 
early nationalist movement lay in its narrow 
Social base. 

Reason (R): It fought for the narrow 
interests of the social groups which joined 
it. 

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false
(d)  A is false, but R is true

Explanation :  (C)

 � The early nationalist movement’s basic 
weakness was its narrow social base. The 
movement’s political work was limited to 
the urban educated middle classes. The 
early nationalists’ leadership was made up 
of members of professional groups like 
doctors, lawyers, journalists, and teachers. 
The movement did not have a wide appeal 
and did not penetrate down to the masses. 
The early nationalists’ policy was to use 
“three P’s”: 
1. Petitions, 
2. Prayers, 
3. Protests. 

 � The early nationalists sent petitions, 
requests, and letters of protest to the British 
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government to look into the problems 
of the Indians. They also demanded that 
the government should give loans for the 
development of iron, coal, paper, and sugar 
industries in India. 

 � In the 1920s, the social base expanded 
and people from every stratum began 
to associate themselves with it through 
different ideological dimensions.

309. Assertion (A): Lord Linlithgo described 
the August Movement of 1942 as the most 
serious revolt after the Sepoy mutiny.

Reason (R): Peasants joined the movement 
in large number in some places.  

(a)  Both A and R are true, and R is the 
correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are true, but R is not a 
correct explanation of A

(c)  A is true, but R is false 
(d)  A is false, but R is true 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy of India from 
1936 to 1943, described the Quit India 
Movement of 1942 as the most serious 
revolt since the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857. The 
Quit India Movement, also known as the 
August Movement, was a significant event 
in the Indian independence struggle. 

 � Mahatma Gandhi launched the Quit India 
Movement on August 8, 1942, at the All-
India Congress Committee in Mumbai. The 
movement was a response to the collapse of 
the Cripps Mission, the British assumption 
of unconditional support from India in 
World War II, and the growing popularity 
of anti-British sentiments.

 � Peasants joined the revolutionary 
movement of 1942 in large numbers in some 
places in India. This was after Sane Guruji 
organized meetings and processions across 
the country to get land revenue waived. He 
also marched to the Collector’s office. 

 � Peasant movements are a series of struggles 
where peasants fight for their own 
demands. These movements are not aimed 
at removing British rule from India, but 
they do create awareness among Indians.

310. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists:  

List 1: List II
A. Chittagong 
     Armoury 

1. Kalpana Dutt 
Raid 

B. Abhinav 
Bharat 

2. Guru Ram 
Singh

C. Anushilan 
     Samiti 

3. Vinayak 
Damodar Savarkar 

D. Kuka 
Movement 

4. Aurobindo 
Ghosh

Codes : ABCD

(a)  1 3 4 2
(b)  1 3 2 4 
(c)  3 1 2 4
(d)  3 1 4 2 

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Chittagong armoury raid was carried 
out on 18 April 1930. Kalpana joined the 
“Indian Republican Army, Chattagram 
branch”, the armed resistance group led by 
Surya Sen in May 1931. 

 � Abhinav Bharat Society (Young India 
Society) was a secret society founded by 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar and his brother 
Ganesh Damodar Savarkar in 1904. 

 � Anushilan Samiti was a Bengali Indian 
organisation that existed in the first quarter. 
It soon became an organ for the radical 
views of Aurobindo and Anushilan leaders, 
and lent the name “Jugantar party” to the 
Calcutta group.

 � After Bhagat Jawarmal died, Balak Singh 
carried is legacy. However, it was not the 
real starting of the Kuka Movement as we 
know today. The real founder was Baba 
Ram Singh, who was born in 1815 as a 
son of a poor carpenter, in small village 
of Bhaini, around 7 kilometers away from 
Ludhiana.
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311. That the per capita income in India was 
Rs. 20 in 1867-68, was ascertained for the 
first time by  

(a)  M. G. Ranade 
(b)  Sir W. Hunter
(c)  R. C. Dutta 
(d)  Dadabhai Naoroji

Explanation :  (D)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji, an Indian political 
leader, social reformer, and economist, 
first estimated India’s per capita income 
to be ₹20 in 1867-68. He first estimated 
the national income in 1876 by estimating 
the value of agricultural production and 
then adding a certain percentage as non-
agricultural production. 

 � Per capita income is the average income 
earned per person in a particular area in a 
specific year. It is found by dividing the total 
income of an area by its total population.

312. Which one of the following is not a feature 
of the Government of India Act of 1935?  

(a)  Diarchy at the Centre as well as in the 
provinces

(b)  A bicameral legislature
(c) Provincial autonomy
(d)  An All-India Federation 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dyarchy in the center is not a feature of the 
Government of India Act of 1935.The 1935 
act divided powers between the center and 
provinces, and gave provinces more powers 
to govern themselves. 

The 1935 act also includes the following 
provisions:

1. Provincial autonomy
2. A federal scheme for the Government 

of India
3. Bicameralism at the center with the 

council of states and federal assembly
4. A federal court in Delhi
5. The establishment of an All-India 

Federation consisting of provinces 
and princely states

6. A partially representative government

313. Match List I with List II and select the 
correct answer using the codes given 
below the Lists:   

List-I

A.  Land allotted to big feudal landlords
B.  Land allotted to revenue farmers or 

rent collectors
C.  Land allotted to each peasant with the 

right to sublet, mortage, gift or sell
D.  Revenue settlements made at village 

level

List- II

1. Jagirdari System
2. Ryotwari System
3. Mahalwari System
4. Zamindari System 

Codes : ABCD

(a) 1 3 2 4
(b) 1 4 2 3
(c) 3 4 1 2
(d)  2 1 3 4

Explanation :  (B)

 � The system of assignment of revenue of a 
particular territory to the nobles for their 
services to the state continued under the 
Mughals also. Under the Mughals, the areas 
assigned were generally called Jagir and its 
holders Jagirdars.

 � The Ryotwari system was a land revenue 
system in British India, introduced by 
Thomas Munro in 1820 based on system 
administered by Captain Alexander Read 
in the Baramahal district.

 � Mahalwari system, one of the three main 
revenue systems of land tenure in British 
India, the other two being the zamindar 
(landlord) and the ryotwari (individual 
cultivator). The word mahalwari is derived 
from the Hindi mahal, meaning a house or, 
by extension, a district.

 � Zamindari System was introduced by 
Cornwallis in 1793 through Permanent 
Settlement Act. It was introduced in 
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provinces of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and 
Varanasi. Zamindars were recognized as 
owner of the lands. Zamindars were given 
the rights to collect the rent from the 
peasants.

314. Consider the following statements about 
the Indian National Congress:  

1. Sarojini Naidu was the first woman to 
be the President of the Congress.

2. C.R. Das was in prison when he 
functioned as the President of the 
Congress.

3. The first Britisher to become the 
President of the Congress was Alan 
Octavian Hume.

4. Alfred Webb was the President of the 
Congress in 1894.  

Which of these statements are correct?

(a)  1 and 3 
(b)   2 and 4
(c)  2, 3 and 4 
(d)   1, 2, 3 and 4

Explanation :  (B)

 � Annie Besant was the first woman to be the 
President of the Indian National Congress, 
in 1917. Besant was a supporter of Irish and 
Indian self-rule and was a public proponent 
of atheism and scientific materialism in 
England for 15 years.

 � C.R. Das acted as the President in 1921 in 
Ahmedabad session. A.O. Hume was the 
founder of INC in 1885. Alfred Webb was 
the President of the Congress in 1894 at 
Madras.

2001
315. Who among the following organised the 

famous Chittagong armoury raid?  

(a)  Laxmi Sehgal 
(b)  Surya Sen 
(c)  Batukeshwar Datta 
(d)  J.M. Sengupta 

Explanation :  (B)

 � Surya Sen, also known as Surya Kumar Sen, 
led the 1930 Chittagong armoury raid. The 

raid was an attempt to raid the police and 
auxiliary forces’ armoury in Chittagong, 
Bengal Province, British India (now in 
Bangladesh). 

 � Sen was an Indian revolutionary and 
Bengali independence fighter who was 
influential in the independence movement 
against British rule in India. He recruited 
revolutionaries like Anant Singh, Ganesh 
Ghosh, Kalpana Dutta, and Pritilata 
Waddedar to help him carry out the raid. 

 � The raid involved 65 activists under the 
banner of Indian Republican army – 
Chittagong Branch. Sen was arrested in 
February 1933 and hanged in January 1934. 

316. Who among the following, was the 
President of the All-India States’ Peoples’ 
Conference in 1939?  

(a)  Jaya Prakash Narayan
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru 
(c)  Sheikh Abdullah
(d)  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Explanation :  (B)
 � In 1939, Jawaharlal Nehru became the 

president of the All-India States Peoples’ 
Conference (AISPC). Nehru had been 
supporting the people of the princely states 
for many years. 

 � The AISPC was a group of political 
movements in the British Raj’s princely 
states. The first session was held in Bombay 
in 1927. In 1939, the Indian National 
Congress changed its policy to support the 
AISPC due to the rising nationalism and 
political mobilization in the Princely States. 
Nehru served as president until 1946.

 � The AISPC dissolved itself on April 25, 
1948, and all its constituent units merged 
into the Congress, except for the Jammu & 
Kashmir National Conference.

317. A London branch of the All-India Muslim 
League was established in 1908 under the 
presidency of  

(a)  Agha Khan 
(b)  Ameer Ali 
(c)  Liaquat Ali Khan
(d)  MA Jinnah
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Explanation :  (B)

 � Syed Ameer Ali established the London 
branch of the All-India Muslim League 
in 1908. The London branch was an 
independent organization, but supported 
the same objectives as the All-India Muslim 
League. 

 � The London branch was established to 
put pressure on the British government 
for Muslim causes. It served as a platform 
for political activities, discussions, and 
networking among the Indian Muslim 
diaspora in London. 

 � Syed Ameer Ali was a British jurist of Indian 
origin and a prominent Muslim leader in 
London. He was one of the founders of the 
All-India Muslim League, and contributed 
to the development of Muslim Personal 
Law in India. In 1909, he became the first 
Indian to sit as a member of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, serving 
until his death in 1928. 

318. Who among the following leaders 
proposed to adopt Complete 
Independence as the goal of the Congress 
in the Ahmedabad session of 1920?  

(a)  Abul Kalam Azad 
(b) Hasrat Mohani 
(c)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(d)  Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

Explanation :  (B)

 � Hasrat Mohani, an Urdu poet and activist, 
proposed complete independence from the 
British as the goal of the Indian National 
Congress in the 1920 Ahmedabad session. 
Mohani, whose real name is Syed Fazl-
ul-Hasan, is also known for coining the 
slogan “Inquilab Zindabad” in 1921, which 
translates to “Long live the revolution”.

319. The Hunter Commission was appointed 
after the  

(a)  Black hole incident
(b)  Jalianwallabagh massacre
(c)  Uprising of 1857
(d)  Partition of Bengal

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Hunter Commission was appointed by 
the Legislative Council of the  government 
of India in 1919 to investigate the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre. The official name of the 
commission was the Disorders Inquiry 
Committee. 

 � The Hunter Commission was led by 
William Hunter and was established by the 
British to investigate the massacre, which 
killed 1600 Indian civilians. 

 � The Indian National Congress also 
appointed its own non-official committee 
to look into the shootings. The committee 
included Motilal Nehru, C.R. Das, Abbas 
Tyabji, M.R. Jayakar, and Gandhi.

320. Consider the following statements:  

1. Arya Samaj was founded in 1835. 
2. Lala Lajpat Rai opposed the appeal 

of Arya Samaj to the authority of 
Vedas in support of its social reform 
programmes.

3. Under Keshab Chandra Sen, the 
Brahmo Samaj campaigned for 
women’s education.

4. Vinoba Bhave founded the Sarvodaya 
Samaj to work among rufugees.

Which of these statements are correct? 

(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  2 and 3
(c)  2 and 4 
(d)  3 and 4

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Arya Samaj was founded on April 10, 
1875, in Girgaon. The name Arya Samaj 
translates to “Society of Nobles” in Sanskrit. 

 � The Arya Samaj is a Hindu reform 
movement that aims to reestablish the 
Vedas as revealed truth. The Vedas are 
the earliest Hindu scriptures. Arya Samaj 
followers believe the Vedas are infallible 
and the literal word of God. 

 � The Arya Samaj was founded by Swami 
Dayananda Saraswati, a Hindu scholar and 
social activist. Saraswati spent 15 years as a 
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wandering scholar, studying the Vedas and 
Indian philosophy. The Arya Samaj is one 
of the Hindu organizations that worked 
towards growing civil rights movements in 
India in the 1800s. The organization also 
advocated for causes like widow remarriage 
and education of girl children. The Arya 
Samaj’s official flag and symbol is AUM.

 � Lala Lajpat Rai did not oppose the Arya 
Samaj’s appeal to the authority of the Vedas. 
Rai was a prominent leader of the Indian 
National Congress and a supporter of the 
Arya Samaj. He was an active member of 
the Hindu reformist movement, which 
aimed to promote Vedic principles and 
oppose the caste system and idol worship.

 � Keshab Chandra Sen, a leader of the 
Brahmo Samaj, campaigned for women’s 
education. 

 � The Brahmo Samaj encouraged women’s 
education, widow remarriage, and the 
abolition of promiscuity. The Brahmo Samaj 
was founded in 1828 by Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy. In 1857, Keshav Chandra Sen joined 
the Brahmo Samaj and in 1880 he founded 
the Navavidhan Brahmo Samaj. After being 
expelled from the Brahmo Samaj for his 
extreme ideas, Keshab Chandra Sen created 
the Brahmo Samaj of India.

 � Vinoba Bhave, a disciple of Mahatma 
Gandhi, founded the Sarvodaya Samaj 
(Society of Well-being) to help marginalized 
groups, including refugees. The Sarvodaya 
movement was started by Bhave, who was a 
strong advocate of human rights and non-
violence. The word “Sarvodaya” is Hindi 
for “universal uplift” or “progress of all”.

321. Under the Permanent Settlement, 1793, 
the zamindars were required to issue 
pattas to the farmers which were not 
issued by many of the zamindars. The 
reason was  

(a)  the zamindars were trusted by the 
farmers

(b)  there was no official check upon the 
zamindars

(c)  it was the responsibility of the British 
Government

(d)  the farmers were not interested in 
getting pattas

Explanation :  (B)

 � Many Zamindars did not issue pattas to 
farmers under the Permanent Settlement 
of 1793 because there was no official check 
upon them. 

 � The Permanent Settlement of 1793 required 
Zamindars to issue pattas to farmers, 
but many failed to do so. The British 
Government implemented the system to 
resolve the agrarian crisis and distress that 
had resulted in lower agricultural output. 
The system’s main aim was to increase 
investment in agriculture, trade, and the 
resources of the state’s revenue. 

The Permanent Settlement system had 
the following features:

1. The amount to be paid by the landlords 
was fixed.

2. The amount was agreed that would 
not increase in future (permanent).

3. The fixed amount was 10/11th portion 
of the revenue for the government 
and 1/11th was for the Zamindar. 

 � The absence of stringent regulatory 
measures provided ample room for 
Zamindars to exploit their position. For 
example, farmers now had to work on 
unproductive land, which was a strain. 
Additionally, there was a revenue loss for 
the government in the case of productive 
land. Numerous Zamindars defaulted due 
to the high revenue rates.

2002

322. Which one of the following submitted in 
1875 a petition to the House of Commons 
demanding India’s direct representation 
in the British Parliament?  

(a)  The Deccan Association 
(b)  The Indian Association 
(c)  The Madras Mahajan Sabha 
(d)  The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha

Explanation :  (D)
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 � The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha submitted a 
petition to the House of Commons in 1875, 
demanding India’s direct representation in 
the British Parliament. The petition was 
signed by 21,713 people. 

 � The Poona Sarvajanik Sabha was a public 
association founded in 1867 in Poona 
(now Pune), Maharashtra. The Sabha’s 
goals included promoting social welfare, 
education, and political reforms. The 
Sabha played a key role in the Indian 
Independence Movement.

323. The last opportunity to avoid the partition 
of India was lost with the rejection of 

(a)  Cripps Mission
(b)  Rajagopalachari Formula 
(c)  Cabinet Mission
(d)  Wavell Plan

Explanation :  (C)

 � The last opportunity to avoid the partition 
of India was lost with the rejection of the 
Cabinet Mission Plan in 1946. The Cabinet 
Mission was a British government initiative 
to find a solution to the political crisis in 
India. The plan proposed a united India 
with a federal structure, but the Muslim 
League rejected it, demanding a separate 
Muslim state. The rejection of the Cabinet 
Mission Plan led to the partition of India 
into two dominions, India and Pakistan, in 
1947. 

 � The partition of India was a traumatic 
event that resulted in the displacement 
of millions of people and the deaths of 
hundreds of thousands. It is a reminder 
of the importance of finding peaceful 
solutions to political conflict.

Chakravarti Rajagopalachari’s formula, 
or C. R. formula :

 � It was a proposal to solve the political 
deadlock between the All India Muslim 
League and the Indian National Congress 
over British India’s independence. 

 � Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, also known 
as Rajaji or C.R., was an Indian statesman, 
writer, lawyer, and independence activist. 
He was born on December 10, 1878 and 

died on December 25, 1972. 

The Wavell Plan :

 � It was a proposal for Indian self - 
government presented in 1945. The plan 
was named after Lord Wavell, who became 
the Viceroy of India in 1943. The plan failed 
due to disagreements between the Muslim 
League and the Indian National Congress. 

The Wavell Plan included the following 
proposals:

1. The Viceroy’s Executive Council 
would have all Indian members except 
the Viceroy and the Commander-in-
Chief.

2. The council would have a “balanced 
representation” of all Indians.

3. The creation of a federal government 
in India, with a central government 
and two provinces, one Hindu-
majority and one Muslim-majority.

4. Equal representation of Muslims and 
Hindus.

5. Indians would hold all portfolios, 
except the defense portfolio. 

 � The Wavell Plan is considered to be 
a significant step towards Indian 
independence because it sought to give the 
country almost total power.

324. Which one of the following Acts of 
British India strengthened the Viceroy’s 
authority over his executive council by 
substituting “portfolio” or departmental 
system for corporate functioning?  

(a) Indian Council Act, 1861 
(b) Government of India Act, 1858 
(c) Indian Councils Act, 1892 
(d) Indian Councils Act, 1909

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Indian Councils Act of 1861 (24 & 
25 Vict. c. 67) strengthened the Viceroy’s 
authority over his Executive Council by 
substituting the portfolio or departmental 
system for corporate functioning. 

 � The act transforms the Viceroy’s Executive 
Council into a miniature cabinet run 
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on the Portfolio system. Under this, a 
member of the Viceroy’s council is made 
in-charge of one or more departments of 
the Government and is authorized to issue 
final orders on behalf of the council on 
matters of his department(s). 

 � The act also increases the number of 
members by one. Three members are to 
be appointed by the Secretary of State 
for India, and two by the Sovereign. The 
portfolio system was introduced by Lord 
Canning in 1859. 

 � The Government of India Act of 1858 
was an act of the British Parliament that 
transferred the government and territories 
of the East India Company to the British 
Crown. The act was passed on August 2, 
1858 and commenced on November 1.

The act’s provisions included:

1. Liquidating the British East India 
Company

2. Transferring its functions to the 
British Crown

3. Governing Indian territories of Britain 
in the name of the British Queen

4. Scrapping the Court of Directors and 
the Board of Control

5. The Secretary of State for India would 
exercise authority over India, aided by 
a Council

6. The Secretary of State would act as a 
channel of communication between 
the British government and Indian 
Administration

 � The Secretary of State would have complete 
authority and control over the Indian 
Administration

 � The Secretary of State would have the power 
to send secret dispatches to India without 
consulting his council 

 � The act was largely confined to improving 
the administrative machinery by which the 
Indian Government was to be supervised 
and controlled in England.

The Indian Councils Act of 1892 :

 � It was an act of the British Parliament that 
amended the composition and function of 

legislative councils in British India. The act 
was introduced by Richard Assheton Cross, 
the first Viscount Cross, and received royal 
assent on June 20, 1892.It commenced on 
February 3, 1893.

 � The act increased the number of members 
in the central and provincial councils. It 
also increased the powers of the council’s 
additional membership, allowing them to 
ask questions of government and to criticize 
formally the official budget during one day. 

The act’s significance included:

1. Hearing opinions, even though 
Indians did not have the power to 
veto the majority

2. Allowing non-officials to have a 
free and open discussion on the 
government’s financial strategy 

However, the act also had some 
limitations:

1. Providing no benefits to the common 
man

2. Creating the stage for the development 
of numerous revolutionary forces in 
India 

 � The act was opposed by prominent Indian 
leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

The Indian Councils Act of 1909 :

 � It is also known as the Morley-Minto 
Reforms, was a law passed by the British 
Parliament that increased the involvement 
of Indians in the governance of British 
India. The act was formulated by John 
Morley, the secretary of state of India from 
1905–1910, and Lord Minto, the viceroy of 
India from 1905–1910.

The act increased the size of the legislative 
councils at the center and the provinces:

1.  Central Legislative Council: From 16 
to 60 members Legislative Councils of 
Bengal, Madras, Bombay and United

2.  Provinces: 50 members each 
Legislative Councils of Punjab, 

3.  Burma and Assam: 30 members each 
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The act also:

1.  Enhanced the functions of the 
legislative councils at both levels

2.  Introduced the concept of “separate 
electorate”

3.  Created executive councils in the 
provinces of Bombay, Madras, and 
West-Bengal

 � Introduced the office of a “Vice-President” 
at both the center and the provinces 

 � The elected members were to be indirectly 
elected. The local bodies were to elect an 
electoral college, which in turn would elect 
members of provincial legislatures, who in 
turn would elect members of the central 
legislature.

325. The real intention of the British to include 
the princely states in the Federal Union 
proposed by the India Act of 1935 was to  

(a)  exercise more and direct political 
and administrative control over the 
princely states 

(b)  involve the princes actively in the 
administration of the colony

(c)  finally effect the complete political 
and administrative take over of all the 
princely states by the British

(d)  use the princes to counter-balance 
the antiimperialist doctrines of the 
nationalist leaders

Explanation :  (D)

 � The British included the princely states in 
the Federal Union proposed by the India 
Act of 1935 to use the princes to counter the 
anti-imperialist doctrines of the nationalist 
leaders. 

 � The Government of India Act of 1935 
was passed by the British Parliament in 
August 1935. The Act provided for the 
establishment of an All-India Federation 
consisting of provinces and princely states 
as units. 

•	 The Act established a bicameral federal 
legislature with two houses: 
1. the Federal Assembly (lower house) 

and 

2. the Council of States (upper house). 
Both houses had representatives from 
the princely states. 

 � The British used many methods to control 
the princely states, including subsidiary 
alliances.

 � Under these alliances, the princely states 
agreed to cede control of their foreign 
policy and defense to the British.

326. With reference to the period of extremist 
nationalist movement in India with 
its spirit of Swadeshi, which one of the 
following statements is correct?  

(a)  Liakat Hussain led the Muslim 
peasants of Barisal in their agitations

(b)  In 1989, the scheme of national 
education was formulated by Satish 
Chandra Mukherjee

(c)  The Bengal National College was 
founded in 1906 with Aurobindo as 
the Principal

(d)  Tagore preached the cult of Atmasakti, 
the main plank of which was social 
and economic regeneration of the 
villages

Explanation :  (A)

 � Liakat Hussain did not lead the peasant 
movement in Barisal. 

 � Liakat Hussain was a prominent leader 
of the Muslim League and later became 
the first Prime Minister of Pakistan. In 
1906, he led the campaign to Patna, which 
included the East Indian Railway strike. He 
also wrote Urdu essays to promote Muslim 
nationalism.

327. The President of India National Congress 
as the time of partition of India was

(a)  C Rajagopalachari 
(b) J B Kripalani 
(c)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(d)  Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

Explanation :  (B)
 � Jivatram Bhagwandas Kripalani, also 

known as Acharya Kripalani, was the 
president of the Indian National Congress 
during the transfer of power in 1947.
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 � Jawaharlal Nehru was the paramount 
leader of the party from 1951 until his 
death in 1964. Both Nehru and Mohandas 
Gandhi played vital roles in the Indian 
independence movement and negotiations. 

 � Sarojini Naidu was the first woman to 
be elected as the President of the Indian 
National Congress Party in 1925. 

328. With reference to colonial period of 
Indian history, match List 1 (Person) 
with List II (Event) and select the correct 
answer using the codes given below the 
lists:   

List I (Person)  List II (Event) 
A. MacDonald  1. 

Doctrine of 
Lapse 

B. Linlithgow 2. 
Communal 

Award 
C. Dalhousie  3. August 

Offer 
D. Chelmsford  4. Dyarchy

Codes : ABCD

(a) 3 2 1 4  
(b) 3 2 4 1
 (c) 2 3 1 4 
(d) 2 3 4 1

Explanation :  (C)

The Communal Award :
 � It was announced by British Prime Minister 

Ramsay MacDonald on August 16, 1932. It 
was also known as the MacDonald Award. 

 � The award provided separate electorates 
for minorities, including Muslims, Sikhs, 
Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, women, 
and the “depressed classes”. It also ensured 
the retention of separate electorates for 
Muslims, Sikhs, and Europeans. 

 � The award was based on the 
recommendations of the Indian Franchise 
Committee and Ambedkar’s efforts. It 
was announced after the Round Table 
Conference (1930–32). The award was later 
incorporated into the act of 1935. 

The August Offer :

 � It was a proposal made in 1940 by Lord 
Linlithgow, the Viceroy of India. The offer 
was a response to the Indian National 
Congress’s disappointment with the British 
involvement of India in World War I. The 
offer was presented at a conference in Simla 
and aimed to appease Indian sentiments 
and gain support for World War II. 

The August Offer included the following 
promises:

1.  Expanding the Executive Council of 
the Viceroy of India to include more 
Indians

2.  Establishing an advisory war council
3.  Giving full weight to minority opinion
4.  Recognizing Indians’ right to frame 

their own constitution 
 � The offer was rejected by the Congress 

and the League. The Congress rejected 
the offer because they wanted complete 
independence, but were offered Dominion 
status instead. The League stated that they 
would accept nothing less than the country’s 
separation. The British later tweaked the 
offer and came up with the Cripps Proposal 
in 1942.  

The Doctrine of Lapse :

 � It was a policy of annexation adopted by 
the East India Company in the Indian 
subcontinent. The policy was introduced 
by James Broun-Ramsay, 1st Marquess of 
Dalhousie, the Governor General of India 
from 1848 to 1856. The policy was applied 
until 1858, when the British Raj took over 
from the East India Company. 

 � The policy stated that if an Indian ruler 
died without a male heir, his kingdom 
would automatically become part of the 
British Empire. The policy’s stated reason 
was that the rulers of these states were not 
doing enough to protect their people from 
“external aggression and internal rebellion”. 

The policy was applied in the following 
cases:

1. Satara (1848)
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2. Jaitpur and Sambalpur (1849)
3. Baghat (1850)
4. Chota Udaipur (1852)
5. Jhansi (1853)
6. Nagpur (1854) 

 � The Indian government continued to 
apply elements of the Doctrine of Lapse 
until 1971, when the 26th amendment 
to the Indian constitution discontinued 
recognition of former ruling families.

329. With which one of the following mountain 
tribes did the British first come into 
contact with after the grant of Diwani in 
the year 1765?  

(a)  Garo 
(b)  Khasis
(c)  Kukis 
(d)  Tipperahs

Explanation :  (D)

 � The British first came into contact with 
the Tipperahs, or Tripuris, in 1765 after 
the grant of Diwani. The Tipperahs are 
the closest tribe to the Tripura region in 
Northeast India, which is closer to Bengal 
than other tribes. 

 � In 1765, the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam 
II granted the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar, 
and Orissa to the East India Company. The 
Diwani rights allowed the British East India 
Company to collect taxes and administer 
revenue in these territories, which were 
some of the richest in India at the time.

330. During the Indian freedom struggle, the 
Khudai Khidmatgars, also known as Red 
Shirts, called for  

(a)  the Union of Pashtun tribal areas in 
north- west with the Afghanistan

(b)  the adoption of terrorist tactics and 
methods for terrorising and finally 
ousting the colonial rulers

(c)  the adoption of communist 
revolutionary participation in the 
Indian nationalist upsurge was 
ideology for political and social 
reform

(d)  the Pathan regional nationalist unity 
and a struggle against colonialism

Explanation :  (D)

 � During the Indian freedom struggle, 
the Khudai Khidmatgars, also known 
as Red Shirts, called for nonviolent 
nationalist agitation in support of Indian 
independence. The Khudai Khidmatgars 
were a non-violent movement against 
the British occupation of the Indian 
subcontinent led by Abdul Ghaffar Khan. 

The Khudai Khidmatgars’ aims included:

1. Supporting the Civil Disobedience 
Movement launched by Gandhiji

2. Opposing the Partition of India
3. Awakening the Pashtuns’ political 

consciousness
4. Increasing the number of Muslim 

participants in all provinces 
 � The Khudai Khidmatgars’ members 

stood out because of the bright red shirts 
they wore as uniforms. In June 1947, the 
Khudai Khidmatgars declared the Bannu 
Resolution, demanding that the Pashtuns 
be given a choice to have an independent 
state of Pashtunistan.

331. With reference to the Indian freedom 
struggle, which one of the following 
statements is correct?  

(a)  Hakim Ajmal Khan was one of the 
leaders to start a nations list and 
militant Ahrar movement 

(b)  When the Indian National Congress 
was formed, Sayyid Ahmad Khan 
opposed it 

(c)  The All-India Muslim League which 
was formed in 1906 vehemently 
opposed the partition of Bengal and 
separate electorates

(d)  Maulana Barkaullah and Maulana 
Obeidullah Sindhi were among 
those who formed a Provisional 
Government of India in Kabul

Explanation :  (C)
•	 The correct statement is C: The All-India 

Muslim League which was formed in 1906 
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vehemently opposed the partition of Bengal 
and separate electorates.

332. Assertion  (A): The effect of labour 
participation in the Indian nationalist 
upsurge of the early 1930s was weak. 

Reason (R): The labour leaders considered 
the ideology of Indian National Congress 
as bourgeois and reactionary. 

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
hut R is not a correct explanation of A 

(c)  A is true but R is false
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (A)

 � Interest from labourers was significantly 
lacking during this period, thus the force 
from this group was weak in the nationalist 
movement.

 � Labour leaders at that time didn`t align 
with the bourgeois ideas of the Congress, 
deeming them to be restrictive, non-
progressive and potentially harmful 
towards the working class.

333. Match List 1 (Acts of Government of 
India) with List II (Provisions) and select 
the correct answer using the codes given 
below the lists:  

List I (Acts of Colonial Government of 
India) 

A.  Charter Act, 1813 
B.  Regulating Act 
C.  Act of 1858 
D.  Pitt’s India Act 

List II (Provisions)

1. Set up a Board of Control in Britain 
to fully regulate the East India 
Company’s affair in India 

2  Company’s trade monopoly in India 
was ended 

3. The power to govern was transferred 
from East India Company to British 
Crown

4. The Company’s Director were asked 
to present to the British Government 
all correspondence and documents 
pertaining to the administration of 
the company 

Codes : ABCD

(a) 2 4 3 1 
(b) 1 3 4 2 
(c) 2 3 4 1 
(d) 1 4 3 2

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Charter Act of 1853 ended the East 
India Company’s monopoly of Indian trade. 
The British Parliament also abolished the 
East India Company in 1858 and took over 
direct rule of India. 

 � The Charter Act of 1813 also ended the 
Company’s trade monopoly, except for 
trade in tea, opium, and with China. It also 
allowed missionaries to preach religion 
in India and opened India to private 
investment.

 � The Regulating Act of 1773 required 
the Company’s Directors to present all 
correspondence and documents related 
to the company’s administration to 
the British Government. This included 
correspondence on revenue, civil, and 
military matters with Indian authorities. 

 � The Act also established a Supreme Court 
of Judicature in Calcutta, with Sir Elijah 
Impey as the first Chief Justice. The Act also 
asserted the supremacy of the Presidency of 
Fort William (Bengal) over the governance 
of Indian territories. 

 � The East India Company’s powers grew 
until 1858, when it was dissolved after the 
Revolt of 1857. The British Crown then 
took direct control of India and began 
British rule.

 � The Government of India Act of 1858 
transferred the powers of government, 
territories, and revenues from the East 
India Company to the British Crown. The 
act was passed by Parliament on August 2, 
1858.
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 � The act ended the company’s rule over 
British territories in India and passed it 
directly to the British government. The 
Crown also took over the company’s Indian 
possessions and armed forces. 

 � The act marked the beginning of Crown 
Rule in the Indian subcontinent. The Crown 
was empowered to name a Governor-
General and presidential governors. The 
act provided absolute British imperial 
control over India without any popular 
participation in the administration of the 
country.

 � The East India Company Act of 1784, 
also known as Pitt’s India Act, established 
a Board of Control in Britain to regulate 
the East India Company’s affairs in India. 
The act was intended to address the 
shortcomings of the Regulating Act of 1773.

 � The act established a dual system of control 
by the British government and the East 
India Company. The Board of Control was 
responsible for managing political affairs, 
while the Court of Directors managed 
commercial affairs. The act also provided 
for a joint government of British India 
by the Company and the crown, with the 
government holding the ultimate authority. 

 � The British government was forced to 
intervene in 1772 after the East India 
Company was engulfed by a financial crisis 
and corruption among its officials.

2003

334. Which one of the following provisions 
was NOT made in the Charter Act of 
1833?  

(a) The trading activities of the East India 
Company were to be abolished

(b)  The designation of the supreme 
authority was to be changed as the 
Governor-General of India in Council

(c)  All law making powers to be conferred 
on Governor General in Council

(d)  An Indian was to be appointed as 
a Law Member in the Governor-
General’s Council 

Explanation :  (D)

 � The provision that was not made in the 
Charter Act of 1833 is that an Indian was 
to be appointed as a law member in the 
Governor-General’s Council. 

Here are some other provisions of the 
Charter Act of 1833:

1. The Charter Act of 1833, also known 
as the Saint Helena Act of 1833, ended 
the East India Company’s monopoly 
on trade with India, except for tea.

2. The Charter Act of 1833 made the 
company a purely administrative 
body, ending its commercial activities.

3. The Charter Act of 1833 made the 
Governor-General of Bengal the 
Governor-General of India.

4. The Charter Act of 1833 introduced 
a system of open competition for 
selecting civil servants.

5. The Charter Act of 1833 states that 
Indians should not be prevented 
from holding any position, office, 
or employment under the company 
based on religion, place of birth, or 
descent.

335. The leader of the Bardoli Satyagraha 
(1928) was:  

(a)  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
(b)  Mahatma Gandhi
(c)  Vithalbhai J. Patel
(d)  Mahadev Desai

Explanation :  (A)

 � Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel led the Bardoli 
Satyagraha in 1928. The Bardoli Satyagraha 
was a farmers’ agitation and nationalist 
movement in India against the colonial 
government’s increased taxation of farmers.

 � The movement began on June 12, 1928 and 
demanded the cancellation of the 22% tax 
hike being levied in Bombay Presidency. 
The movement’s success led to Patel 
becoming one of the main leaders of the 
independence movement.
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336. With reference to colonial rule in India, 
what was sought by the Ilbert Bill in 
1883?   

(a)  To bring Indians and Europeans on 
par as far as the criminal jurisdiction 
of courts was concerned

(b)  To impose severe restrictions on the 
freedom of the native press as it was 
perceived to be hostile to colonial 
rulers

(c)  To encourage the native Indians to 
appear for civil service examinations 
by conducting them in India

(d)  To allow native Indians to possess 
arms by amending the Arms Act

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Ilbert Bill was a controversial bill 
proposed in 1883 that would have allowed 
senior Indian magistrates to preside over 
cases involving British subjects in India. The 
bill was enacted by the Indian Legislative 
Council on January 25, 1884.

The bill was proposed by the viceroy, Lord 
Ripon, because:

1. In 1873, British subjects were exempt 
from trial by Indian magistrates.

2. In cases involving death or 
transportation, British subjects could 
only be tried by a high court. 

 � The bill raised a great outcry within the 
European community. The British, both in 
India and in Britain, strongly opposed the 
bill and it was not passed. 

 � A compromise was reached by which a 
British subject could claim a jury, half of 
which would be Europeans.

337. An important aspect of the Cripps 
Mission of 1942 was :  

(a)  That all Indian States should join 
the Indian Union as a condition to 
consider any degree of autonomy for 
India

(b)  The creation of an Indian Union with 
Dominion status very soon after the 
Second World War

(c)  The active participation and 
cooperation of the Indian people, 
communities and political parties in 
the British war effort as a condition 
for granting independence with full 
sovereign status to India after war

(d)  The framing of a constitution for the 
entire Indian Union, with no separate 
constitution for any province, and a 
Union Constitution to be accepted by 
all provinces

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Cripps Mission was a British attempt to 
gain support from Indian political leaders 
during World War II. The mission was 
sent in 1942 after the British War Cabinet 
decided to grant Dominion Status to India 
and equal treatment to Indians after the 
war. 

 � An important aspect of the Cripps Mission 
was the creation of an Indian Union with 
Dominion status very soon after the end of 
the Second World War. The mission’s main 
proposal was the formation of an Indian 
Union with dominion status and the right 
to secede from the British Commonwealth. 

Other proposals of the Cripps Mission 
included:

1. Indians could frame their own 
Constitution

2. The proposal of giving freedom to 
the provinces to be a separate union 
turned out to be a model for the 
country’s partition in 1947

3. The  British government  
acknowledged India’s right to be a 
dominion

4. Set up a Constitution-making body 
for India after the war 

 � Any province not willing to join the Union 
could have a separate constitution and form 
a separate union. The British Government 
could enter into a separate constitutional 
arrangement with any of the acceding 
provinces.



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official457Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

338. With reference to the entry of European 
powers into India, which one of the 
following statements is NOT correct? 

(a) The Portuguese captured Goa in 1499
(b) The English opened their first factory 

in South India at Masulipatam
(c) In Eastern India, the English 

Company opened its first factory in 
Orissa in 1633

(d) Under the leadership of Dupleix, the 
French occupied Madras in 1746 

Explanation :  (A)

 � Portuguese did not capture Goa in 1499, 
but instead it was in 1510. They were 
successful in establishing a colony under 
the leadership of Afonso de Albuquerque.

339. When Congress leaders condemned the 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report, many 
moderates left the party to form the:  

(a)  Swarajya party
(b)  Indian Freedom Party
(c)  Independence Federation of India
(d)  Indian Liberal Federation

Explanation :  (A)

 � After condemning Montagu Chemsford 
report many moderate leader formed 
Swaraj party, so option A is correct.  

 � After Gandhi’s arrest (March 1922), there 
was disintegration, disorganisation and 
demoralisation among nationalist ranks.  

 � A debate started among Congressmen on 
what to do during the transition period 
i.e, the passive phase of the movement 
One section led by CR Das, Motilal Nehru 
and Ajmal Khan wanted an end to the 
boycott of legislative councils so that the 
nationalists could enter them to expose the 
basic weaknesses of these assemblies and 
use these councils as an arena of political 
struggle to arouse popular enthusiasm.

 � They wanted to ‘end or mend’ these 
councils, i.e, If the Government did not 
respond to the nationalists’ demands then 
they would obstruct the working of these 
councils.

340. Who headed the Interim Cabinet formed 
in the year 1946?   

(a)  Rajendra Prasad
(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru
(c)  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
(d)  Rajagopalachari

Explanation :  (B)

 � Jawaharlal Nehru headed the Interim 
Government of India, which was formed 
on September 2, 1946. The Congress leader 
was the Vice President of the Council of 
Ministers, which acted as the executive 
branch of the government. As Vice 
President, Nehru was given the powers of 
a Prime Minister. He was also in charge 
of External Affairs and Commonwealth 
Relations. 

 � The Viceroy’s Executive Council became 
the executive branch of the interim 
government. The Council was originally 
headed by the Viceroy of India, but was 
transformed into a council of ministers. 

Other members of the 1946 Interim 
Government included:

1. Ibrahim Ismail Chundrigar: 
Commerce

2. Baldev Singh: Defence
3. Liaquat Ali Khan: Finance
4. C Rajagopalachari: Education and 

Arts

341. With reference to Indian freedom, which 
one of the following statements is NOT 
correct?   

(a) The Rowlatt Act aroused a wave of 
popular indignation and led to the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre

(b) Subhas Chandra Bose formed the 
Forward Bloc

(c) Bhagat Singh was one of the founders 
of Hindustan Republican Socialist 
Association 

(d) In 1931, the Congress Session at 
Karachi opposed Gandhi Irwin Pact

Explanation :  (D)
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 � The 1931 Congress session at Karachi 
endorsed the Gandhi–Irwin Pact, not 
opposed it. The session was held on March 
29, 1931, six days after the execution of 
Bhagat Singh.

 � The session also adopted resolutions on 
Fundamental Rights and Economic Policy. 

 � The Karachi session was significant because 
the resolution became the basic political 
and economic program of the Indian 
National Congress.

The resolution included the following 
provisions:

1. Better conditions for workers, 
including a living wage, limited hours 
of work, and protection of women 
and peasants

2. Government ownership or control of 
key industries, mines, and transport

3. Protection of minorities
4. Labour to be freed from serfdom and 

conditions bordering on serfdom
5. Protection of women workers, and 

specially, adequate provision for leave 
during maternity period 

 � The Congress was unhappy with the 
recent execution of Bhagat Singh and 
his comrades, and felt that the pact was a 
betrayal of their sacrifice.

342. The aim of education as stated by the 
Wood’s dispatch of 1854 was:   

(a)  the creation of employment 
opportunities for native Indians

(b)  the spread of western culture in India 
(c)  the promotion of literacy among 

the people using English medium of 
language

(d)  the introduction of scientific research 
and rationalism in the traditional 
Indian education

Explanation :  (C)

The Wood’s Despatch of 1854 had many 
objectives:

1. Educate Indians on Western culture
2. Produce a class of public officials

3. Promote the moral and intellectual 
development of the next generation

4. Enhance Indians’ practical and 
vocational skills

5. Introduce scientific research and 
rationalism in the traditional Indian 
education

6. Enable Indians to recognize the 
advantages that flow from the 
expansion of trade and commerce

7. Improve the moral character of 
Indians

8. Set up education departments in all 
provinces

9. Promote English language 
education within academics and 
the bureaucracies of companies and 
public services 

 � The Wood’s Despatch is also known as the 
Magna Carta of English Education in India.

343. During the colonial period in India, 
what was the purpose of the Whitley 
Commission?   

(a)  To review the fitness of India for 
further political reforms

(b)  To report on the existing conditions of 
labour and to make recommendations

(c)  To draw up a plan for financial reforms 
for India

(d)  To develop a comprehensive scheme 
for Civil Services in India

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Whitley Commission, also known 
as the Royal Commission on Labour, was 
established in 1929 to investigate working 
conditions on Indian plantations. The 
commission’s purpose was to report on 
the existing conditions of labor and make 
recommendations. The commission 
reported in 1931.
The commission’s other purposes 
included:

1. Reviewing India’s fitness for further 
political reforms

2. Drawing up a plan for financial reform 
for India
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3. Developing a comprehensive scheme 
for Civil Services in India 

 � John Henry Whitley led the commission, 
which visited Indian factories, villages, and 
workers’ homes.

344. Assertion (A): Shah Alam II spent the 
initial years as an Emperor far away from 
his capital. 

Reason (R): There was always a lurking 
danger of foreign invasion from the north-
west frontier.   

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
but R is not the correct explanation of 
A 

(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (C)

 � Shah Alam II (1759-1806) spent his first 
years as emperor away from his capital 
due to his fear of Najib Khan Rohilla, who 
became a dominant figure in Delhi. The 
terms of a treaty he signed with the British 
also contributed to his absence from Delhi. 

 � In 1759, Shah Alam II was deposed by his 
wazir, Imad-ul-Mulk, and forced to flee to 
Allahabad. He was not allowed to enter 
Delhi for twelve years and lived in exile, 
struggling to maintain his authority and 
regain his throne.

 � The statement “There was always a lurking 
danger of foreign invasion from the north-
west frontier” is correct, but the reason is 
incorrect.

345. Assertion (A): In 1916, Maulana 
Mohammad Ali and Abul Kalam Azad 
resigned from the Legislative Council.

Reason (R): The Rowlatt Act was passed by 
the Government in spite of being opposed 
by all Indian members of the Legislative 
Council   

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
but R is not the correct explanation of 
A 

(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (D)

 � Maulana Mohammad Ali and Abul Kalam 
Azad resigned from the Legislative Council 
in 1919, not in 1916. The two leaders 
resigned during the Khilafat Movement, 
which was launched in 1919 to persuade 
the British government not to abolish the 
caliphate. 

 � The Rowlatt Act, which gave the government 
the power to imprison people without a 
trial, was passed in 1919 by the British 
government in India. In protest against 
the Rowlatt Act, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, and Mazhar Ul 
Haq resigned from the Imperial Legislative 
Council in 1919. 

346. Assertion (A): Marathas emerged as the 
strongest native power in India after the 
decline of Mughal empire. 
Reason (R): Marathas were the first to have 
a clear concept of a united Indian nation. 

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
but R is not the correct explanation of 
A 

(c)  A is true but R is false 
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (C)
 � The statement that the Marathas emerged 

as the strongest native power in India after 
the decline of the Mughal empire is correct, 
but the reason is false. 

 � The Maratha Empire was a major power in 
India from the late 17th century to the mid-
19th century. The Marathas, led by warrior 
king Shivaji, established a strong foothold 
in the Western Ghats and gradually 
expanded their influence. The Marathas’ 
rise is primarily due to Shivaji and the 
circumstances that shaped his character 
and that of his followers. 
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 � The Marathas’ rise is a pivotal turning point 
in Indian history, as their spread of power 
played a significant role in the decline of 
the Mughal Empire. The Mughal Empire, 
under the rule of Emperor Aurangzeb, had 
reached its zenith by the late 17th century, 
spanning across a vast territory and 
wielding immense power. 

Some reasons for the collapse of the 
Maratha Empire include:

1. The weakening of central authority
2. The waning popularity of Hindus 

among Muslims
3. A series of rebellions by Pindaris and 

Dates that disrupted trade and the 
economy

2004

347. Consider the following statements: Some 
of the main features of the Government 
of India Act, 1935 were the  

1. Abolition of diarchy in the Governors’ 
provinces 

2. Power of the Governors to veto 
legislative action and to legislate on 
their own

3. Abolition of the principle of 
communal representation

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only 
(b)   1 and 2
(c)  2 and 3 
(d)   1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

The Government of India Act, 1935 had 
several main features, including:

1. Provincial autonomy :

 � This was the most important feature of the 
Act. It divided legislative powers between 
the central and provincial legislatures. 
Provinces were to be treated as autonomous 
units of administration, rather than as 
delegates of the central government.

2. Federal system of government :

 � The Act introduced a federal system of 
government in India. It also established a 
new bicameral legislature, consisting of the 
Federal Assembly (now Lok Sabha) and the 
Council of States (now Rajya Sabha).

3. Union Public Service Commission :

 � The Act provided for the establishment 
of Federal and Provincial Public Service 
Commissions.

4. Separation of Burma from India :

 � The Act provided for the political separation 
of Burma from India.

5. Legislative relations :

 � The Act laid down various subjects in three 
different lists. This was to ensure a clear 
demarcation as to who has to exercise the 
powers, center or the provinces. 

 � The Government of India Act, 1935 was 
passed in 1935 and came into operation on 
April 1, 1937. 

348. Consider the following statements:  

1. The First Session of the Indian 
National Congress was held in 
Calcutta.

2. The Second Session of the Indian 
National Congress was held under the 
President ship of Dadabhai Naoroji

3. Both Indian National Congress and 
Muslim League held their sessions at 
Lucknow in 1916 and concluded the 
Lucknow Pact.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 and 2 
(b)   2 only
(c)  2 and 3 
(d)   3 only

Explanation :  (C)

 � The first session of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) was held in Bombay from 
December 28–30, 1885. The session was 
attended by 72 delegates, including social 
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reformers, journalists, and lawyers. The 
INC was established at Gokuldas Tejpal 
Sanskrit College in Bombay, with Womesh 
Chunder Bonnerjee of Calcutta elected as 
president. 

 � The INC’s second session was held in 
Calcutta from December 27–30, 1886.
The third session was held in Madras 
from December 27–30, 1887, and the 
fourth session was held in Allahabad from 
December 26–29, 1888. 

 � The second session of the Indian National 
Congress was held in 1906 under the 
leadership of Dadabhai Naoroji.  The 
number of delegates increased to 434.  
At the end of the session, the Congress 
decided to establish Provincial Congress 
Committees across the country.

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) and 
the All-India Muslim League (AIML) held 
their annual sessions in Lucknow in 1916 to 
form a joint alliance to gain independence 
from the British. The two parties signed 
the Lucknow Pact on December 29, 1916, 
with the INC session on December 26, 28, 
29, and 30, 1916, and the AIML session on 
December 31, 1916.

 � The pact is an important event in the 
nationalistic struggle for freedom. It is 
considered an example of a consociational 
practice in Indian politics. The pact states 
that religious minorities will be represented 
in provincial legislatures. The Muslim 
League leaders also agreed to join the 
Congress movement, demanding Indian 
autonomy.

349. Which one of the following statements is 
correct?  

(a)  The Constituent Assembly of 
India was elected by the Provincial 
Assemblies in the year 1946

(b)  Jawaharlal Nehru, M.A Jinnah 
and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
were members of the  Constituent  
Assembly of India

(c)  The First Session of the Constituent 
Assembly of India was held in January, 
1947

(d)  The Constitution of India was adopted 
on 26th January, 1950

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Constituent Assembly of India was 
elected by the Provincial Assemblies in 
1946. The Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946 
first proposed the Constituent Assembly. 
The members were elected by the Provincial 
Legislative Assemblies using a single, 
transferable-vote system of proportional 
representation. 

 � The Constituent Assembly was constituted 
in November 1946. The assembly initially 
had 389 members, but after partition, the 
number decreased to 299. Of these, 229 
were from the British provinces and 70 
were nominated from the princely states.

 � Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha was the first 
temporary chairman of the Constituent 
Assembly. Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected 
as the President on December 11, 1946, and 
Harendra Coomar Mookerjee was elected 
as the Vice President.
Some prominent members of the 
Constituent Assembly of India include:

B. R. Ambedkar :
 � Chairman of the drafting committee and 

the father of the Indian Constitution. After 
India’s independence, he became the first 
Law and Justice Minister.
B. N. Rau :

 � A lawyer who drafted the initial draft of the 
constitution and later became a judge at The 
Hague’s Permanent Court of International 
Justice. He was also the constitutional 
advisor to the assembly. 
Other members of the Constituent 
Assembly include:

 � Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajendra Prasad, 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Abul Kalam Azad, 
C Rajagopalachari, Shyama  Prasad 
Mukherjee, S Radhakrishnan, C 
Subramaniam, John Mathai, Frank 
Anthony.

 � Mahatma Gandhi and the Muslim League 
were not members of the Constituent 
Assembly of India.
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350. The  Montagu - Chelmsford Report 
formed the basic of : 

(a)  the Indian Councils Act, 1909
(b) the Government of India Act, 1919 
(c)  the Government of India Act, 1935
(d)  the Indian Independence Act, 1947

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Montagu-Chelmsford Report, 
published in 1918, formed the basis of the 
Government of India Act of 1919. The Act, 
also known as the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Reforms, came into force in 1921. The Act 
introduced the Diarchy, or rule of two, 
which meant executive councilors and 
popular ministers. It also ensured that the 
Central Government remained answerable 
to the British Parliament. 

 � The Montagu-Chelmsford Report also 
discussed the introduction of limited self-
government to India and protection rights 
for the minority community.

The Indian Independence Act of 1947 :

 � It was passed by the British Parliament on 
July 5, 1947 and received royal assent on July 
18, 1947. The act partitioned British India 
into two new independent dominions: 
1. India and 
2. Pakistan. 

 � The act also abolished the title of “Emperor 
of India” from the British Crown, as well as 
the position of the Secretary of States for 
India and the office of the Viceroy. 

 � The act separated the Muslim, Hindu, and 
Sikh populations and caused the biggest 
forced migration. Pakistan was split into 
Pakistan and East Pakistan, which is 
now Bangladesh. The Bengal and Punjab 
provinces were partitioned between the 
two new countries. 

 � The act also designated a governor-general 
of India and the governor’s as the nominal 
heads of the state. The nominal head 
concept was introduced so that they were 
now to act on the advice of Council of 
Ministers in all matters.

351. During the Indian Freedom Struggle, 
who among the following proposed that 
Swaraj should be defined as complete 
independence free from all foreign 
control?   

(a)  Mazharul Haque
(b)  Maulana Hasrat Mohani
(c)  Hakim Ajmal Khan
(d)  Abul Kalam Azad

Explanation :  (B)

 � Maulana Hasrat Mohani, a Congress 
leader and poet, proposed in 1921 that 
Swaraj should be defined as complete 
independence from the British. Mohani 
made this proposal while presiding over 
the All India Muslim League session in 
Lucknow. 

 � Swaraj is an ancient Sanskrit word that 
means “self ” or “one’s own” and “rule”. 
Mahatma Gandhi pioneered the ideology 
of Swaraj during the British rule. Gandhi’s 
concept of Swaraj is to discard British 
political, economic, bureaucratic, legal, 
military, and educational institutions.

352. The name of the famous person of India 
who returned the Knighthood conferred 
on him by the British Government as a 
token of protest against the atrocities in 
Punjab in 1919 was:  

(a)  Tej Bahadur Sapru 
(b) Ashutosh Mukherjee 
(c)  Rabindra Nath Tagore 
(d)  Syed Ahmad Khan

Explanation :  (C)

 � Rabindranath Tagore is the famous Indian 
person who returned his knighthood in 
1919 as a protest against the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre. 

 � In 1915, King George - V awarded Tagore 
knighthood for his contributions to 
literature. On May 22, 1919, Tagore learned 
about the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, a 
mass killing of 379 innocent people by the 
British army in Amritsar, Punjab on April 
13, 1919.In protest, Tagore arranged a 
protest meeting in Calcutta and renounced 
his knighthood as a symbolic act.



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official463Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

353. Consider the following Princely States of 
the British rule in India:   

1. Jhansi
2. Sambalpur
3. Satara 

The correct chronological order in which 
they were annexed by the British is: 

(a)  1-2-3 
(b)   1-3-2
(c)  3-2-1 
(d)   3-1-2

Explanation :  (C)

 � These princely states were annexed by Lord 
Dalhousie under Doctrine of Lapse. Jhansi 
- 1854, Sambalpur- 1849 and Satara - 1848. 

354. Which one of the following pairs is not 
correctly matched?  

(a)  Pitt’s India Act: Warren Hastings 
(b)  Doctrine of Lapse: Dalhousie 
(c)  Vernacular Press Act: Curzon
(d)  Ilbert Bill: Ripon

Explanation :  (C)

 � Vernacular Press Act, in British India, law 
enacted in 1878 to curtail the freedom of 
the Indian-language (i.e., non-English) 
press. The act excluded English-language 
publications.

355. Which of the following pairs are correctly 
matched? 

List-I (Period)  List-II (Wars)
1. AD 1767-69: First Anglo-Maratha 

War
2. AD 1790-92: Third Mysore War
3. AD 1824-26: First Anglo Burmese 

War

4. AD 1845-46: Second Sikh War

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below: Codes:

(a)  2 and 4 
(b)   3 and 4

(c) 1 and 2 
(d)   2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � The correct match for the given periods and 
wars is option 4, which includes the Second 
Anglo-Maratha War (AD 1790-92), the 
First Anglo-Burmese War (AD 1824-26), 
and the Third Mysore War (AD 1845-46). 

 � The First Anglo-Maratha War was fought 
between 1775 and 1818. The war started 
with the Treaty of Surat and ended with the 
Treaty of Salbai, with the Marathas winning 
the war.

356. Consider the following events during 
India’s freedom struggle:   

1. Chauri Chaura Outrage 
2. Minto Morley Reforms 
3. Dandi March
4. Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 

Which one of the following is the correct 
chronological order of the events given 
above? 

(a)  1-3-2-4
(b)   2-4-1-3 
(c)  1-4-2-3
(d)   2-3-1- 4

Explanation :  (B)

The correct chronological order of the 
events are:

1. Morley-Minto Reforms.
2. Mont-Ford Reforms.
3. Chauri Chaura Violence.
4. Dandi March.

357. Consider the following Viceroys of India 
during the British rule:  

1. Lord Curzon 
2. Lord Chelmsford 
3. Lord Hardinge 
4. Lord Irwin 

Which one of the following is the correct 
chronological order of their tenure?
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(a)  1-3-2-4 
(b)  2-4-1-3 
(c)  1-4-2-3  
(d)  2-3-1-4

Explanation :  (A)

•	 The correct chronological order of the 
tenures of these Viceroys of India during 
the British rule is option 1: 

 1. Lord Curzon - 2.Lord Hardinge -3. Lord 
Chelmsford - 4. Lord Irwin.

358. Consider the following statements:   

1. In the Third Battle of Panipat, Ahmed 
Shah Abdali defeated Ibrahim Lodi.

2. Tipu Sultan was killed in the Third 
Anglo- Mysore War.

3. Mir Jafar entered in a conspiracy with 
the English for the defeat of Nawab 
Siraj ud daulah in the Battle of Plassey.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1, 2 and 3
(b)  3 only 
(c)  2 and 3
(d)  None

Explanation :  (B)

 � In the Third Battle of Panipat in 1761, 
Ahmad Shah Abdali defeated the Marathas, 
not Ibrahim Lodi. The battle was fought on 
January 14, 1761, and resulted in heavy 
casualties on both sides. It was the worst 
defeat in the Marathas’ history and ended 
their attempt to succeed the Mughals as 
rulers of India. 

 � The first Battle of Panipat was fought in 
1526, when Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodi. 
The second Battle of Panipat was fought in 
1556, when Akbar defeated Hemu. 

 � Panipat was chosen as the site for the battles 
because it was located at the confluence of 
several important kingdoms, including 
Delhi, Agra, and Jaipur.

 � Tipu Sultan was killed in 1799 while 
defending his stronghold of Seringapatam 
during the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War. 
The Fourth Anglo-Mysore War was fought 

between 1798 and 1799 between the East 
India Company and Hyderabad Deccan 
against the Kingdom of Mysore. 

 � The East India Company fought a series of 
battles between 1767 and 1799 called the 
Anglo-Mysore Wars. The Third Anglo-
Mysore War took place in the late 18th 
century. 

Some causes of the war include:

1. The Treaty of Seringapatam failed to 
bring peace between Tipu and the 
English.

2. Tipu refused to accept the Subsidiary 
Alliance of Lord Wellesley.

3. Tipu aligned with the French, which 
the British saw as a threat. 

 � The victors of the Fourth Anglo-Mysore 
War forced Tipu’s family into exile and 
restored control of Mysore to the Wadiyars.

 � Mir Jafar conspired with the English to 
overthrow Nawab Siraj-ud-Daulah in the 
Battle of Plassey. 

 � The Battle of Plassey was a decisive victory 
for the British East India Company in 
1757. The victory was made possible by 
the defection of Mir Jafar, Nawab Siraj-ud-
Daulah’s commander in chief.

2005

359. Which party was founded by Subhash 
Chandra Bose in the year 1939 after he 
broke away from the Congress?  

(a) Indian Freedom Party 
(b)  Azad Hind Fauj 
(c) Revolutionary Front 
(d) Forward Block 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Subhas Chandra Bose, also known as 
Netaji, founded the All India Forward Bloc 
on May 3, 1939 in Makur, Unnao, Uttar 
Pradesh. Bose resigned from the presidency 
of the Indian National Congress (INC) on 
April 29, 1939 after being outmaneuvered 
by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. Bose 
served as the president of the All India 
Forward Bloc from June 22, 1939 to January 
16, 1941.
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 � The INC, also known as the Congress Party, 
is a political party in India founded in 1885. 

360. Consider the following statements:  

1. Warren Hastings was the first 
Governor General who established 
a regular police force in India on the 
British pattern

2. A Supreme Court was established 
at Calcutta by the Regulating Act, 
1773.  

3. The Indian Penal Code came into 
effect in the year 1860.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 and 2  
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3  
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The statement “Warren Hastings was the 
first Governor General who established a 
regular police force in India on the British 
pattern” is incorrect. 

 � Lord Cornwallis established a regular 
police force in India in 1786, introducing 
the Cornwallis Code in 1793.Cornwallis’s 
police force was considered a popular 
aspect of British authority. In his system, 
each district was divided into “thanas”, each 
led by a “daroga”. 

 � In contrast, Warren Hastings, an English 
statesman, was the first Governor-General 
of India from 1772 to 1785. He did, 
however, reorganize the existing policing 
system and appoint a superintendent of 
police for each district in 1774. In 1775, he 
established faujdar thanas in major towns 
and supported them with smaller police 
stations.

 � The Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 
William in Calcutta was established in 1774 
by the Regulating Act of 1773. The court 
replaced the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta and 
was British India’s highest court from 1774 
until 1862.

 � The court had one Chief Justice and three 
other regular judges or Puisne Judges. Sir 
Elijah Impey was the first Chief Justice of 
this Supreme Court.

 � The judges had to be Barrister-at-Law of 
England or Ireland of not less than five 
years’ standing. The court had civil and 
criminal jurisdiction over the British 
subjects and not Indian natives. 

 � The Regulating Act of 1773 was passed to 
reduce the power of the Supreme Court 
and enhance the power of the Governor-
General and his council members.

 � The Indian Penal Code (IPC) was enacted 
in 1860 and came into effect on January 1, 
1862. The IPC is the main criminal code of 
India and is the longest surviving code in 
the common law world. 

 � The IPC was drafted by Lord Macaulay 
and based on the draft prepared by the first 
law commission of India. However, Lord 
Macaulay died near the end of 1859 and 
did not live to see the code come into force. 

 � The IPC provides the most severe 
punishment of the death sentence or life 
imprisonment and fine in case of offense 
against the state. This chapter includes 
offenses like waging war, collecting arms to 
wage war, sedition, etc..

361. Consider the following statements: The 
Government of India Act, 1935 provided 
for  

1. The provincial autonomy
2. The establishment of Federal Court 
3. All India Federation at the centre 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 and 2  
(b)  2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Explanation :  (D)

The Government of India Act of 1935 
provided for the following:
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1. All India Federation :

 � The act established an All-India Federation 
made up of provinces and princely states. 
The federation would be based on a union of 
princely states. However, the act’s provision 
for the federation never came into effect 
because the princely states did not join.

2. Federal Court L:

•	 The act established a Federal Court 
in 1937. The court has three types of 
jurisdictions: 
i) original, 
ii) appellate, and 
iii) advisory.
•	 It also has exclusive original jurisdic-

tion in any dispute between the Feder-
ation and its units.

3. Division of powers :

•	 The act divides powers between the center 
and units into three lists: 
i) federal, 
ii) provincial, and 
iii) concurrent.

4. Public Service Commission :

 � The act provides for the establishment of a 
i) Federal Public Service Commission, 
ii) Provincial Public Service 

Commission, and 
iii) Joint Public Service Commission for 

two or more provinces. 

Other features of the act include:

1. The act reserves the right to amend 
for the British Parliament.

2. The act provides the British 
Government with legal tools to 
reclaim total control at any time.

362. Which one of the following is the correct 
statement?  

(a) The modern Kochi was a Dutch 
colony till India’s independence.

(b) The Dutch defeated the Portuguese 
and built Fort Williams in the modern 
Kochi. 

(c)  The modern Kochi was first a Dutch 
colony before the Portuguese took 
over from them. 

(d) The modern Kochi never became a 
part of the British colony. 

Explanation :  #(No Option is Correct)

 � Dutch did not control Kochi till India’s 
independence. It was actually under the 
rule of the British Empire from 1814 until 
India`s independence in 1947. 

 � The Dutch indeed defeated the Portuguese 
in the Battle of Kochi in 1663. However, 
they did not build Fort Williams in Kochi, 
but they constructed Fort Kochi following 
their victory.

 � Portuguese were the first European 
colonizers in Kochi from 1503, much 
earlier than when the Dutch took over in 
1663. 

 � Kochi did become part of the British 
colony. The British took control of Kochi 
from the Dutch in 1814 under the Anglo-
Dutch Treaty and it remained so until 
Indian independence in 1947.

363. Which one of the following is the correct 
chronological order of the battle fought 
in India in the 18th Century?    

(a)  Battle of Wandiwash - Battle of Buxar 
- Battle of Ambur - Battle of Plassey.

(b)  Battle of Ambur - Battle of Plassey - 
Battle of Wandiwash - Battle of Buxar.

(c)  Battle of Wandiwash - Battle of Plassey 
- Battle of Ambur - Battle of Buxar 

(d) Battle of Ambur - Battle of Buxar - 
Battle of Wandiwash - Battle of Plassey

Explanation :  (B)

The Battle of Ambur :

 � It was a major battle fought on August 3, 
1749, between the English and the French. 
The battle was the first major battle of the 
Second Carnatic War, which lasted from 
1749 to 1754. The war was fought between 
the English and the French, who were old 
rivals in Europe. The main cause of the 
war was political unrest in Hyderabad and 
Carnatic. 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official467Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

 � The battle was initiated by Muzaffar Jung 
and supported by Joseph François Dupleix. 
The battle was led by Chanda Sahib, 
who sought to overthrow Anwaruddin 
Muhammed Khan, the Nawab of the 
Carnatic. Anwaruddin Khan died in the 
battle. 

 � The battle demonstrated the superiority of 
European arms and methods of warfare. 
The Second Carnatic War was won by 
the English army under Robert Clive’s 
command. Mohammed Ali, the English 
nominee, was appointed the Nawab of 
Carnatic at the end of the war.

The Battle of Plassey :

 � It was fought on June 23, 1757, in north-
eastern India. The British East India 
Company, led by Robert Clive, fought 
against the forces of Siraj-ud-Daulah, the 
last Nawab of Bengal, and his French allies. 
The battle took place on the banks of the 
Bhagirathi-Hooghly River, near the small 
village of Plassey. 

 � The Battle of Plassey is part of the Third 
Carnatic War and the Seven Years’ War 
(1756-63). It is considered a major turning 
point in modern Indian history.

The battle’s results include:

1. The British gaining political power in 
Northern India

2. The end of the French forces
3. Mir Jafar being crowned as the Nawab 

of Bengal
4. The East India Company’s acquisition 

of Bengal

The Battle of Wandiwash :

 � It was a decisive battle in the Third Carnatic 
War, fought between the British and French 
colonial empires from 1757–1763. The 
battle took place on January 22, 1760, in 
Puducherry, also known as Pondicherry. 
The British, led by Sir Eyre Coote, defeated 
the French forces under Thomas-Arthur, 
Comte de Lally.

 � The battle was a turning point in Indian 
history, establishing British supremacy in 
India and helping to vanquish the native 

powers. The French lost their political 
influence in India forever, and the English 
became the supreme European power in 
the Indian subcontinent.

The Battle of Buxar :

 � It was a conflict between the British East 
India Company and the joint forces of the 
Nawab of Oudh, the Nawab of Bengal, and 
the Mughal Emperor. The battle took place 
between October 22–23, 1764.The British 
East India Company was led by Hector 
Munro. 

 � The battle was a result of the Nawab of 
Bengal’s misuse of trade privileges and the 
East India Company’s colonialist ambitions.

The battle resulted in the following:

1. Mir Qasim, Shuja-Ud-Daula, and 
Shah Alam-II lost the battle

2. Major Hector Munro won a decisive 
battle

3. English became a great power in 
northern India 

 � The battle was a turning point in Indian 
history, as it marked the beginning of 
British rule in India. The Mughals were 
decisively defeated, and their power began 
to decline rapidly. 

 � The alliance’s forces were forced to sign the 
Treaty of Allahabad in 1765 which granted 
the East India Company the right to collect 
taxes in Bengal Bahar.

364. Which  one  of   the following territories 
was not affected by the Revolt of 1857?  

(a)  Jhansi 
(b)  Chittor
(c)  Jagdishpur 
(d) Lucknow

Explanation :  (B)

 � The territory of Chittor was not affected 
by the Revolt of 1857. Chittor may have 
been neutral to the revolt or supported 
the British. The lack of communication 
networks may have also contributed to the 
lack of widespread rebellion in the region. 



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official468Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

Other reasons for the failure of the 1857 
revolt include:

1. The revolt didn’t spread to South India
2. Most of the rulers and zamindars were 

scared at the might of British rule and 
so didn’t take part in the revolt

3. Lack of a unified plan and ideology
 � The British had sufficient resources both in 

terms of men and material

365. Consider the following statements: 

1. Lord Mountbatten was the Viceroy 
when  Shimla Conference took place

2. Indian Navy Revolt, 1946 took place 
when the Indian sailors in the Royal 
Indian Navy at Bombay and Karachi 
rose against the Government

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Lord Mountbatten was not the Viceroy of 
India when the Shimla Conference took 
place in June 1945. 

 � Lord Wavell was the Viceroy of India from 
1944–1947. 

 � Lord Mountbatten became the Viceroy 
of India in March 1947 and served until 
August 15, 1947.

 � The Shimla Conference was a meeting 
between Lord Wavell and major political 
leaders of British India. The conference 
took place on June 25, 1945, and was held 
to discuss the Wavell Plan. The Wavell 
Plan was an attempt to resolve the political 
impasse in India and pave the way for self-
government.

 � The plan proposed that if Indian political 
parties helped the British in World War II, 
the British would introduce constitutional 
reforms. However, the plan failed due to 
irreconcilable differences between the 
Indian National Congress and the Muslim 

League.
 � The Royal Indian Navy (RIN) Mutiny, also 

known as the Indian Naval Mutiny, began 
on February 18, 1946. The revolt began as 
a strike by ratings of the RIN in protest 
of general conditions, including food 
and working conditions. The revolt also 
included demands for independence from 
British rule, and support from Hindus, 
Muslims, and Parsis. 

 � The revolt involved over 20,000 sailors, 
soldiers, police officers, and civilians, 
and spread to 78 ships and 21 naval 
establishments. On February 19, 1946, 
a Naval Central Strike committee was 
elected, and the mass strike continued until 
February 23, 1946. Security forces shot and 
killed around 400 people during the revolt.

366. Which one of the following pairs 
are correctly matched? Movement/
Satyagraha Person Actively Associated 
With  

1. Champaran - Rajendra Prasad
2. Ahmedabad - Morarji Desai Mill 

Workers
3. Kheda - Vallabhbhai Patel

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a)  1 and 2  
(b)  2 and 3
(c)  1 and 3  
(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Champaran Satyagraha began in 
1917 when indigo cultivator Raj Kumar 
Shukla convinced Mahatma Gandhi to visit 
Champaran. Gandhi arrived in Champaran 
on April 10, 1917 with a team of lawyers, 
including Brajkishore Prasad, Rajendra 
Prasad, Anugrah Narayan Sinha, and 
Acharya Kripalani. 

 � The Champaran Satyagraha is considered 
a significant example of satyagraha and 
civil disobedience. In 1918, the Champaran 
Agrarian Bill became the Champaran 
Agrarian Act.
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Many leaders were associated with the 
Champaran Satyagraha, including:

1. Mahatma Gandhi
2. Rajendra Prasad
3. Brajkishore Prasad
4. Anugrah Narayan Sinha
5. Ramnavmi Prasad
6. Mazhar-ul-Haq
7. Narahari Parekh
8. Shambhusharan Varma
9. J. B. Kripalani
10. Babu Gaya Prasad Singh

 � The 1918 Ahmedabad mill strike involved 
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Anasuya 
Ben Sarabai, and Ambalal Sarabhai. 

 � The strike was a dispute between mill 
owners and employees over the end of 
a plague bonus. The bonus was given to 
workers from August 1917 to January 
1918 to prevent them from fleeing during 
a plague outbreak. Some bonuses were as 
high as 80% of the worker’s wage. 

 � Gandhi was invited to the strike by 
Anasuya Ben Sarabai and her brother 
Ambalal Sarabhai, a leading mill owner. 
Gandhi used a hunger strike for the first 
time during the strike.

 � Mahatma Gandhi was the spiritual leader of 
the Kheda Satyagraha, which was launched 
in March 1919. 
He was assisted by Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and other local lawyers and 
advocates, including:

 � Indulal Yagnik, Shankarlal Banker, 
Mahadev Desai, Narhari Parikh, Mohanlal 
Pandya, Ravi Shankar Vyas. 

 � Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, a local resident 
and lawyer, played a key role in organizing 
the peasants and spreading the message 
across villages. 

 � The Kheda peasant struggle is also known 
as the no-tax peasant struggle. The main 
demand of the Kheda peasants was 
relaxation in paying the revenue. The 
British government was eventually forced 
to offer concessions and provide relief to 
the farmers of Kheda.

367. Which one of the following places did 
Kunwar Singh, a prominent leader of the 
Revolt of 1857 belongs to?  

(a)  Bihar 
(b)  Madhya Pradesh 
(c)  Rajasthan 
(d)  Uttar Pradesh

Explanation :  (A)

 � Kunwar Singh (1777 - 1858) was a 
prominent leader of the Indian Rebellion 
of 1857. He belonged to the royal Ujjainiya 
Rajput house of Jagdishpur, in the Shahabad 
(now Bhojpur) district, in the state of Bihar. 

 � Kunwar Singh was born on November 
13, 1777 to Rai Sahabzada Singh and 
Panchratan Devi. He is a dispossessed 
zamindar who led the 1857 rebellion from 
Arrah in Bihar.

368. Who among the following drafted the 
resolution on fundamental rights for the 
Karachi Session of Congress in 1931?  

(a)  Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
(b)  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
(c)  Dr. Rajendra Prasad
(d)  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Explanation :  (B)

 � Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru drafted the 
resolution on fundamental rights and 
economic program for the 1931 Karachi 
session of the Indian National Congress. 
The session was held from March 26–31, 
1931 and was chaired by Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel. 

 � The resolution is considered an important 
event in India’s struggle for independence. 
It reflects the national movements’ left-
wing at the time, setting the parameters 
for Swaraj. The resolution’s main point is 
that the state should own or control key 
industries and services, such as railways, 
mines, banks, and communication 
networks. The resolution also calls for the 
abolition of the landlord system and the 
Zamindari system, and for the reduction of 
military expenditure.
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369. Who among the following was not 
associated with the formation of U.P. 
Kisan Sabha in February 1918?  

(a)  Indra Narain Dwivedi 
(b)  Gauri Shankar Misra 
(c)  Jawaharlal Nehru 
(d)  Madan Mohan Malviya

Explanation :  (C)

 � Jawaharlal Nehru was not associated with 
the formation of the United Provinces Kisan 
Sabha in February 1918. Gauri Shankar 
Mishra and Indra Narayan Dwivedi set 
up the Kisan Sabha in Lucknow in 1918 in 
response to exploitation. Madan Mohan 
Malviya also supported their efforts. 

 � The Kisan Sabha (Peasant Association) 
was a protest movement in Uttar Pradesh 
from 1919 to 1922 that involved many 
agricultural caste groups. By June 1919, the 
Kisan Sabha had 450 branches.

370. At which Congress Session was the 
Working  Committee  authorized  to launch 
a programme of Civil Disobedience?   

(a)  Bombay 
(b)  Lahore
(c)  Lucknow 
(d)  Tripuri

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Congress Working Committee was 
authorized to launch a program of civil 
disobedience at the Lahore session in 1929. 
The program included non-payment of 
taxes and asking members of legislatures to 
resign their seats. 

Other decisions made at the 1929 Lahore 
session include:

1. Boycotting the Round Table 
Conference

2. Declaring complete independence as 
the aim of Congress

3. Jawaharlal Nehru being elected 
president of the Congress

4. Unfurling the newly adopted tricolour 
flag on December 31, 1929

5. Deciding January 26, 1930 as India’s 
Independence Day

371. In October 1920, who of the following 
headed a group of Indians gathered at 
Tashkent to set up a communist Party of 
India?  

(a) H. K. Sarkar 
(b)  P. C. Joshi 
(c)  M. C. Chagla 
(d)  M. N. Roy 

Explanation :  (D)

 � M.N. Roy, Abani Mukharji, and others 
founded the Communist Party of India 
(CPI) in Tashkent in October 1920. Roy 
was the main organizer of the party, and he 
recruited young ex-Muhajir students from 
India. Roy and his wife, Evelyn Roy-Trent, 
played a key role in bringing Mohammad 
Shafiq, Mohammad Ali, and other ex-
Muhajirs into the party.

372. In which one of the following provinces 
was a Congress Ministry not formed 
under the Act of 1935?  

(a)  Bihar 
(b)  Madras 
(c)  Orissa 
(d)  Punjab

Explanation :  (D)

Punjab was one of the three provinces 
that did not have a Congress Ministry 
formed under the 1935 Act:

Punjab :

 � In the 1937 elections, the Unionist Party 
led by Sikander Hayat Khan won 67 seats 
out of 175, while the Congress secured 18 
seats. The Unionists formed a coalition 
ministry in Punjab, with Sir Sikander Hyat 
Khan serving as the premier.

Bengal :

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) won 
a majority in all provinces except Bengal, 
Assam, Punjab, Sindh, and the NWFP.
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Sindh :

 � The INC won a majority in all provinces 
except Bengal, Assam, Punjab, Sindh, and 
the NWFP. 

 � The 1935 Act mandated provincial elections 
in British India in the winter of 1936-37. The 
INC emerged in power in eight provinces 
in the 1937 elections, forming ministries in 
8 out of 11 provinces.

373. Where were the Ghadar revolutionaries, 
who became active during the outbreak 
of the World War I based?  

(a)  Central America 
(b)  North America
(c)  West America 
(d)  South America

Explanation :  (B)

 � Ghadar revolutionaries were primarily 
based in the United States, especially in San 
Francisco, Vancouver, and New York. They 
also had branches along the US Coast and 
in the far East. 

 � The Ghadar revolutionaries, also known 
as the Ghadar Party, were inspired by anti-
colonialist and nationalist ideas. They were 
Punjabi immigrants who had settled in the 
US and Canada. The Ghadar Party’s goal 
was to overthrow British rule in India and 
establish a socialist republic.

Some key members of the Ghadar Party 
include:

1. Lala Har Dayal
2. Sant Baba Wasakha Singh Dadehar
3. Baba Jawala Singh
4. Santokh Singh
5. Sohan Singh Bhakna
6. Ras Behari Bose

 � The Ghadar Party was initially called the 
Pacific Coast Hindustan Association and 
was formed in the United States on July 
15, 1913. The Ghadar Party’s headquarters 
were located at 436 Hill St, San Francisco, 
California in the Yugantar Ashram 
building. The Ghadar Party’s newspaper, 
Ghadar, was published to spread awareness 

about British rule in India. In 1915, the 
Ghadar Party organized a failed uprising in 
India.

374. What was Komagata Maru?  

(a)  A political party based in Taiwan 
(b) Peasant communist leader of China 
(c)  A naval ship on voyage to Canada
(d) A Chinese village where Mao Tse 

Tung began his Long march

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Komagata Maru incident occurred in 
1914 when a group of people from British 
India attempted to immigrate to Canada on 
the Japanese steamship Komagata Maru. 
The ship carried 376 passengers, mostly 
Sikh immigrants. When the ship arrived 
in Vancouver, the Canadian government 
refused to allow the passengers to 
disembark. The government enforced strict 
immigration laws that targeted people from 
Asian countries. 

 � The incident is considered a stain on the 
history of Canada and highlights the racist 
government policies of the time. When the 
ship reached Budge Budge in September 
1914, the British police opened fire at the 
passengers. When it ended, 22 people 
were dead, including 16 passengers. More 
than 200 of the surviving passengers were 
imprisoned. 

 � In 2013 the Budge Budge station was 
renamed as Komagata Maru Budge Budge 
station to commemorate the martyrs of the 
Komagata Maru incident.

375. Consider the following statements: 
On the eve of the launch of Quit India 
Movement, Mahatma Gandhi  

1. asked the Government servants to 
resign. 

2. asked the soldiers to leave their posts. 
3. asked the Princes of the Princely States 

to accept the sovereignty of their own 
people. 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?
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(a)  1 and 2  
(b)   2 and 3 
(c)  3 only 
(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahatma Gandhi asked the Princes of the 
Princely States to accept the sovereignty of 
their own people on the eve of the launch of 
the Quit India Movement. 

 � The Quit India Movement was launched on 
August 8, 1942, by Mahatma Gandhi at the 
Bombay session of the All India Congress 
Committee. The movement demanded an 
end to British rule in India. 

 � In his “Quit India” speech, Gandhi said, “We 
cannot evoke the true spirit of sacrifice and 
velour, so long as we are not free”. He also 
said, “I know the British Government will 
not be able to withhold freedom from us, 
when we have made enough self-sacrifice”. 

The movement was organized in several 
princely states, including:

 � Mysore, Hyderabad, Baroda, Kathiawad 
States, Deccan States, Jamnagar, Indore, 
Nawanagar.

Some of Gandhi’s instructions for the 
movement included:

1. Government servants: Declare 
allegiance to Congress, but don’t 
resign

2. Soldiers: Don’t leave the army, but 
don’t time compatriots

3. Students: Confident students can 
leave studies

4. Peasants: Pay rent to anti-government 
Zamindars, but don’t pay rent to pro-
government Zamindars

5. Princes: Support the people and 
accept their sovereignty

6. People of the princely states: Support 
the ruler only if he is anti-government, 
and declare themselves part of the 
Indian nation 

The movement had three phases:

1. First phase: Peaceful protests and 
nonviolent resistance, which were 
quickly suppressed by the British

2. Second phase: Focus shifted to the 
countryside, which saw a major 
peasant rebellion

3. Third phase: Urban revolt, marked by 
strikes, boycotts, and picketing 

 � The movement also included boycotting 
the British government and rejecting 
transactions involving the government. 
The British arrested tens of thousands of 
leaders, keeping them imprisoned until 
1945. 

376. Consider the following statements:   

1. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar founded 
the Bethune School at Calcutta 
with the main aim of encouraging 
education for women

2. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 
was the first graduate of the Calcutta 
University.

3. Keshav Chandra Sen’s campaign 
against Sati led to the enactment of a 
law to ban Sati by the then Governor 
General

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only 
(b)   1 and 2 
(c)  2 and 3 
(d)   1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a secretary 
of the Bethune School in Calcutta, which 
was established in 1849.The school’s main 
goal was to encourage women’s education. 

 � Vidyasagar was a pioneer of higher 
education for women in India. He believed 
that education was the only way to improve 
women’s lives and eradicate social evils. He 
also advocated for widow remarriage and 
girls’ education, which led to the Hindu 
Widow Remarriage Act of 1856.

 � Vidyasagar also wrote several books, 
including Borno Porichoy, Upakramonika, 
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and Byakaran Koumudi. Borno Porichoy, 
which translates to “introduction to the 
letter”, is still used as a textbook for learning 
the Bengali alphabet.

 � Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay was one 
of the first two people to graduate from 
the University of Calcutta. He was born on 
June 27, 1838, and was educated at Hooghly 
Mohsin College and Presidency College, 
Calcutta. 

 � Chattopadhyay was a writer, poet, novelist, 
and journalist in the Bengali language. 
He was a deputy magistrate in the Indian 
civil service from 1858 until his retirement 
in 1891. He also obtained a law degree in 
1869.

 � Chattopadhyay is known for writing India’s 
national anthem, “Vande Mataram”, which 
inspired revolutionaries during the Indian 
independence movement. He believed 
that India could only rise with the help of 
nationalism, and that English education 
alone could not revive Hindu society.

 � On December 4, 1829, Lord William 
Bentinck, the first Governor-General of 
British-ruled India, passed the Bengal Sati 
Regulation (Regulation XVII). The law 
made Sati illegal and punishable by law. 
Bentinck served as Governor-General from 
1828–1835.

 � Bentinck also helped Raja Rammohan Roy 
suppress other social evils, such as child 
marriage, polygamy, and female infanticide.

377. Consider the following statements:   

1. In the First Round Table Conference 
Dr. Ambedkar demanded electorates 
for the depressed classes.

2. In the Poona Pact, special provisions 
for representation of the depressed 
people in the local bodies and civil 
services were made. 

3. The Indian National Congress did not 
take part in the Third Round Table 
Conference 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 and 2 
(b)   2 and 3

(c) 1 and 3 
(d)   1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � Dr. B. R. Ambedkar demanded a separate 
electorate for the Untouchables at the First 
Round Table Conference. The conference 
took place in London from November 12, 
1930 to January 19, 1931.

 � The Poona Pact allocated 148 seats for the 
depressed classes in legislative assemblies, 
instead of the original 80. Ambedkar agreed 
to sign the pact, despite being in favor of 
communal awards.

 � The Poona Pact was negotiated by B.R. 
Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi on behalf 
of depressed classes and upper-caste Hindu 
leaders. The pact was signed in the Yerwada 
Central Jail, Poona on September 24, 1932, 
as a protest against a decision made by the 
British Government.

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) did 
not participate in the Third Round Table 
Conference because many INC leaders 
were imprisoned for their involvement 
in the civil disobedience movement. The 
INC’s leader, Mahatma Gandhi, was also a 
member of the Congress. 

 � The Third Round Table Conference was held 
from November 17 to December 24, 1932. 
The conference was an attempt to resolve 
problems between Indian leaders and the 
British government, but disagreements 
between the two parties prevented the 
conferences from resolving the problems. 

 � The Round Table Conferences were 
meetings between the British government 
and Indian representatives to ensure peace 
in British-occupied India. The conferences 
were held between 1930 and 1932. 

378. Who among the following repealed the 
Vernacular Press Act?  

(a)  Lord Dufferin 
(b)  Lord Ripon 
(c)  Lord Curzon 
(d) Lord Hardinge 

Explanation :  (B)
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 � Lord Ripon repealed the Vernacular Press 
Act in 1881. The act was repealed on 
December 7, 1881, when Lord Ripon was 
Governor General and Viceroy of India. 

 � The Vernacular Press Act of 1878 restricted 
the freedom of the press of Indian-
languages.

 � The act was strongly opposed by Indian 
journalists, intellectuals, and nationalist 
leaders, who saw it as a violation of press 
freedom and an attempt to silence dissent. 

 � The resentment it produced among Indians 
became one of the catalysts giving rise to 
India’s growing independence movement.

379. Who among the  following  was  a  
proponent of Fabianism as a movement?  

(a)  Annie Beasant
(b) A. O. Hume
(c)  Michael Madhusudan Dutt 
(d)  R. Palme Dutt

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Fabian Society is a British socialist 
organisation ‘whose purpose is to advance 
the principles of Democratic Socialism 
via gradualist and reformist effort in 
democracies, rather than the revolutionary 
overthrow.

 � Immediately upon its inception, the Fabian 
Society began attracting many prominent 
contemporary figures drawn to it’s socialist 
cause

Some early Fabianism theorists and 
members include:

1. George Bernard Shaw :

 � Shaw (1856-1950) is an early Fabian 
theorist and member of the Fabian Society. 
In 1889, Shaw edited a collection of essays 
called Fabian Essays in Socialism.

2. Sidney and Beatrice Webb  :

 � The Webb brothers are at the core of 
the Fabian Society. They wrote studies 
on industrial Britain and alternative co-
operative economics.

3. Graham Wallas :

 � Wallas is an early Fabian theorist and 
member of the Fabian Society.

4. Annie Besant :

 � Besant is an early member of the Fabian 
Society.

5. Edward Pease :

 � Pease is an early member of the Fabian 
Society. 

 � Fabianism is a socialist organization that 
advocates for a gradual transition to a 
socialist society.

Fabianism advocates for:

1. A more equitable distribution of 
wealth

2. Social justice
3. Universal access to education
4. Elimination of poverty and inequality
5. Defense of democratic values
6. Empowerment of citizens

2006

380. Who was the Governor-General of India 
during the Sepoy Mutiny?  

(a)  Lord Canning 
(b)  Lord Dalhousie 
(c)  Lord Hardinge 
(d)  Lord Lytton

Explanation :  (A)

 � Charles John Canning, also known as Lord 
Canning, was the Governor-General of 
India during the Indian Mutiny of 1857.

 � He became the first Viceroy of India in 
1858 and served for four years until 1862.

 � During his tenure, Canning successfully 
suppressed the Mutiny of 1857. He also 
established the universities of Calcutta, 
Bombay, and Madras.

381. Which portfolio was held by Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad in the Interim Government 
formed in the year 1946?  

(a)  Defence
(b) External Affairs and Commonwealth
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(c) Food and Agriculture
(d) None 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Dr. Rajendra Prasad held the portfolio 
of Food and Agriculture in the Interim 
Government of India, formed in 1946.

 � The Interim Government was formed 
from the Constituent Assembly, which 
was elected in August 1946. The Indian 
National Congress (INC) won around 69% 
of the seats in the Constituent Assembly. 

 � After India gained independence in 1947, 
Prasad was elected as President of the 
Constituent Assembly of India. He served 
as India’s first president from January 26, 
1950, until May 13, 1962. 

382. Consider the following statements:  

1. The Charter Act 1853 abolished East 
India Company’s monopoly of Indian 
trade

2. Under the Government of India Act, 
1858, the British Parliament abolished 
the East India company altogether 
and undertook the responsibility of 
ruling India directly. 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c)  Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither I nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Charter Act of 1813 ended the East 
India Company’s commercial trade 
monopoly, except for trade with China 
and tea. The Charter Act of 1833 ended the 
company’s activities as a commercial body, 
and it became purely administrative. The 
Charter Act of 1853 renewed the company’s 
charter, but unlike previous charters, it did 
not specify a time period. 

 � British Parliament passed the Government 
of India Act of 1858 to abolish the East India 
Company and take over the responsibility 
of ruling India. The act was passed on 
August 2, 1858.

 � The act transferred the East India  
Company’s government and territories 
to the British Crown. It also made Queen 
Victoria the administrative head of the 
colony of India and replaced the East 
India Company’s Court of Directors with a 
Secretary of State. 

 � The East India Company was a joint-stock 
company founded in 1600 to trade in the 
Indian Ocean region. In 1833, the company 
lost its special trading privileges and the 
right to trade.

383. Consider the following statements about 
Madam Bhikaji Cama :  

1. Madam Cama unfurled the National 
Flag at the international Socialist 
Conference in Paris in the year 
1907.  

2 . Madam Cama served as private 
secretary to Dadabhai Naoroji

3. Madam Cama was born to Parsi 
parents. 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1, 2 and 3 
(b)  2 and 3, only
(c)  1 and 2, only
(d)  3 only

Explanation :  (A)

 � Madam Bhikaji Cama unfurled the first 
version of the Indian national flag at 
the International Socialist Congress in 
Stuttgart, Germany on August 22, 1907.

 � The flag was a tricolour of green, saffron, 
and red stripes.

 � Madam Bhikaji Cama (1861-1936) served 
as the private secretary to Dadabhai 
Naoroji, a prominent leader of the Indian 
National Congress. Naoroji was the first 
Asian to be elected to the British House of 
Commons. 

 � Cama also supported the founding of 
Varma’s Indian Home Rule Society in 
1905. She is also known for unfurling the 
first version of the Indian national flag at 
the International Socialist Conference in 
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Stuttgart, Germany in 1907. She is known 
as the “Mother of the Indian Revolution”. 

 � Cama also started the Paris edition of Bande 
Mataram to spread information about the 
freedom movement and gain support. The 
newspaper’s purpose was to oppose British 
rule in India. 

 � Cama is known as the “Mother of the 
Indian Revolution”. She is believed to have 
designed the flag jointly with someone. 
During the flag-raising ceremony, she 
appealed for equality and autonomy 
from the British, who had taken over the 
Indian subcontinent. She also described 
the devastating effects of a famine that had 
struck the Indian subcontinent.

 � Madam Cama (1861-1936) was born to 
Parsi parents. Her parents were Sorabji 
Framji Patel and Jaijibai Sorabji Patel. 
Sorabji was a merchant and a lawyer who 
was a well-known member of the Parsi 
community.

384. With reference to the revolt of the year 
1857, who of the following was betrayed 
by a friend; captured and put to death by 
the British?  

(a)  Nana Sahib
(b)  Kunwar Singh 
(c) Khan Bahadur Khan 
(d) Tantya Tope 

Explanation :  (D)

 � Tantia Tope was betrayed by a friend, 
captured, and put to death by the British in 
1859.

 � Tope was a general in the Rebellion and a 
close associate of Nana Sahib. In 1857, Tope 
was captured and killed by the British in 
the Paron forest while asleep in his camp. 
Mansingh, a former Sardar in the Gwalior 
army and a feudatory of Scindia, betrayed 
Tope. The British government executed 
Tope by hanging on April 18, 1859 in 
Shivpuri.

385. In the year 1613, where was the English 
East India Company given permission to 
set up a factory (trading post)?  

(a)  Bangalore 
(b)  Madras
(c)  Masulipattam 
(d)  Surat

Explanation :  (D)

 � In 1613, the English East India Company 
was given permission to establish a factory 
in Surat by the Mughal Emperor Jahangir.

 � Surat is a port city in Gujarat, India, and at 
the time was a major center of trade. The 
British were interested in trading textiles, 
so they established the factory to facilitate 
trade with India. 

 � The British East India Company’s first 
temporary factory was established in 1611 
at Masulipatnam.

386. Under whose presidency was the 
Lahore Session of the Indian National 
Congress held in the year 1929 wherein a 
resolution was adopted to gain complete 
independence from the British?  

(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
(b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(c) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(d) Motilal Nehru

Explanation :  (C)

 � Jawaharlal Nehru was the president of 
the 1929 Lahore session of the Indian 
National Congress. On December 19, 1929, 
the Congress passed the historic “Purna 
Swaraj” resolution, which aims for complete 
independence from British rule. The 
session also decided on a civil disobedience 
movement for complete independence.

2007

387. The song ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’ written 
during the Swadeshi Movement of 
India inspired the liberation struggle of 
Bangladesh. Who wrote this song?  

(a)  Rajni Kanta Sen 
(b)  Dwijendralal Ray 
(c)  Mukunda Das 
(d)  Rabindranath Tagore 
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Explanation :  (D)

 � Rabindranath Tagore wrote the song “Amar 
Sonar Bangla” in 1905.The song was written 
during the first partition of Bengal by Lord 
Curzon. 

 � The song inspired the liberation struggle 
of Bangladesh and was adopted as the 
country’s national anthem. The melody of 
the song was adopted from Gagan Harkara’s 
song “Ami Kothay Pabo Tare”. 

 � Tagore also wrote the national anthem of 
India. He also influenced the words and 
music of the national anthem of Sri Lanka, 
“Sri Lanka Matha”.

388. Which one of the following aroused a 
wave of popular indignation that led to 
the massacre by the British at Jallianwala 
Bagh?  

(a)  The arms Act
(b)  The Public Safety Act
(c)  The Rowlatt Act
(d)  The Vernacular Press Act 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Rowlatt Act, also known as the Black 
Act, was the main reason for the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre. The Rowlatt Act was 
passed on March 10, 1919, and extended 
wartime measures to increase the British 
government’s control over the common 
people. The act allows the government 
to imprison or confine anyone involved 
in seditious activities without a trial. The 
Rowlatt Act caused widespread anger and 
discontent among Indians, particularly in 
the Punjab region. 

 � On April 13, 1919, a large crowd gathered 
in Jallianwala Bagh, an open space in 
Amritsar, to protest the Rowlatt Act and 
show support for arrested leaders. A British 
military officer, General Dyer, stationed a 
regiment of soldiers at the only entrance of 
the park and, without warning, ordered his 
soldiers to fire. The firing killed about 379 
people and wounded about 1,200.

389. The first factory Act restricting the 
working hours of women and children, 
and authorizing local governments to 
make necessary rules was adopted during 
whose time?  

(a) Lord Lytton 
(b) Lord Bentinck 
(c)  Lord Ripon 
(d)  Lord Canning 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The first Factory Act in India was passed 
in 1881 during the tenure of Lord Ripon 
(1880-1884).

The act’s main goals were to:

1. Improve working conditions for 
laborers

2. Regulate the working hours of women 
and children in factories

3. Prohibit the employment of children 
under the age of seven

4. Mandate that dangerous machines 
be properly fenced to prevent any 
untoward incident 

 � The act also includes a maximum of 
nine hours of work per day for children 
between the ages of 7-12, and prohibits the 
employment of children under the age of 
seven. 

 � In 1875, a committee was appointed to 
investigate the conditions of factory work 
in the country. The committee favored 
some kind of legal restrictions in the 
form of factory laws. In 1885, a Factory 
Commission was appointed.

390. Who among the following started the 
newspaper Shome Prakash?  

(a) Dayanand Saraswati
(b)  Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
(c)  Raja Rammohan Roy
(d)  Surendranath Banerjee

Explanation :  (B)

 � Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar started the 
newspaper Shome Prakash in 1859.
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 � The weekly newspaper was published by the 
Sanskrit Press and edited by Dwarakanath 
Vidyabhushan. 

 � The newspaper is known for its role 
in the Indigo Movement. It became a 
leading Bengali newspaper, and some 
credit its success to its editor, Dwarkanath 
Vidyabhusan. 

 � In 1878, the government suspended 
publication of Shom Prakash for a year 
after the vernacular press act. 

 � The newspaper reappeared in 19 April 
1880 after providing written assurance of 
allegiance to the government.

391. At which one of the following Place 
did Mahatma Gandhi first start his 
Satyagraha in India?  

(a)  Ahmedabad 
(b)  Bardoli 
(c)  Champaran 
(d)  Kheda

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahatma Gandhi’s first Satyagraha 
movement was in 1917 in Champaran, 
Bihar. This farmer’s uprising is considered 
a historically important revolt in the Indian 
Independence Movement. 

 � In 1918, Gandhi’s next Satyagraha was in 
the Kheda district of Gujarat, where he 
helped peasants struggling to pay taxes to 
the British government. 

 � Satyagraha   is  Gandhi’s method 
of  nonviolent resistance and civil 
disobedience. Methods of Satyagraha 
include fasting and economic boycotts.

392. Who among the following Europeans 
were the last to come to pre independence 
India as traders?  

(a)  Dutch 
(b) English 
(c) French 
(d) Portuguese

Explanation :  (C)

 � The French were the last European traders 
to arrive in India, in 1664. The French 

East India Company was established in 
1664 by Louis XIV’s minister Colbert to 
compete with the Dutch and English East 
India Companies. In 1667, the French set 
up their first factory in Surat, and in 1668, 
they made their first settlement in Surat. 
Pondicherry became their headquarters in 
India.

393. The ruler of which one of the following 
States was removed from power by the 
British on the pretext of misgovernance?   

(a)  Awadh 
(b)  Jhansi
(c)  Nagpur 
(d)  Satara

Explanation :  (A)

 � On February 7, 1856, Lord Dalhousie 
ordered the deposal of Wajid Ali Shah, 
the ruler of Awadh, on the basis of alleged 
internal misrule. The British annexed the 
Kingdom of Awadh in February 1856, 
in line with their Doctrine of Lapse. The 
Doctrine of Lapse states that the British 
would take over a kingdom if there was 
misrule. 

 � Awadh is a region in the modern Indian 
state of Uttar Pradesh. It was known as the 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh before 
India’s independence. The annexation 
of Awadh was one of the reasons for the 
Revolt of 1857. 

394. Which one of the following was the first 
fort constructed by the British in India?   

(a)  Fort William 
(b)  Fort St. George 
(c)  Fort St. David 
(d)  Fort St. Angelo

Explanation :  (B)

 � Fort St. George, also known as White 
Town, is considered the first fort built by 
the British in India. It was built in 1639-
1640 CE by the British East India Company 
in the coastal city of Chennai. 

 � Fort St. George was originally a trading 
post for the British East India Company. 
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The construction of the fort led to further 
settlements and trading activity in what 
was originally uninhabited land. The city 
may have evolved around the fortress.

Fort William :

 � It is a historical monument in Kolkata, 
India. It was built in 1696 by the British East 
India Company and is named after William 
III. The fort is located on the banks of the 
Hooghly River and is the headquarters 
of the Indian Army’s Eastern Command. 
The fort also houses the headquarters of 
the Indian Ordnance Factories. The fort is 
heavily guarded by the army and civilian 
entry is restricted.

395. Consider the following statements:  

1. Robert Clive was the first Governor-
General of Bengal.

2. William Bentinck was the first 
Governor General of India.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Warren Hastings was the first Governor-
General of Bengal, serving from 1772–
1785. Hastings was also the first Governor 
of the Presidency of Fort William and the 
head of the Supreme Council of Bengal. 

 � Hastings was an English statesman who 
ended the Dual Government system by 
enforcing the Regulating Act of 1773. 
The Dual System of Government gave 
the company the right to collect revenue, 
while the Nizam or Indian chiefs had 
administrative authority.

 � Lord William Bentinck was the first 
Governor-General of British India, serving 
from 1828–1835. 

He is credited with several reforms, 
including:
1. Abolishing Sati

2. Suppressing Thugee, infanticide, and 
child sacrifices

3. Passing the English Education Act of 
1835

4. Establishing the Medical College and 
Hospital in Kolkata 

 � Lord Mountbatten was the first Governor-
General of the Dominion of India, serving 
from 1947–1948. 

396. Which one of the following places was 
associated with Acharya Vinoba Bhave’s 
Bhoodan Movement at the beginning of 
the movement?  

(a)  Udaygiri 
(b)  Rapur
(c)  Pochampalli 
(d)  Venkatagiri

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Bhoodan Movement, also known as 
the Land Gift Movement or Bloodless 
Revolution, was started by Acharya Vinoba 
Bhave in 1951 at Pochampally, Telangana. 
The movement is a voluntary land reform 
movement that aims to redistribute land 
from landlords to landless farmers. Bhave 
took donated land from landowners and 
gave it to poor and landless people for them 
to cultivate.

397. Consider the following statements:  

1. Jawaharlal Nehru was in his fourth 
term as the Prime Minister of India at 
the time of his death 

2. Jawaharlal Nehru represented Rae 
Bareilly constituency as a Member of 
Parliament.

3. The first non-Congress Prime 
Minister of India assumed the Office 
in the year 1977.  

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 and 2 
(b)  3 only 
(c)  1 only 
(d)  1 and 3 
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Explanation :  (D)

 � Jawaharlal Nehru was in his fourth term as 
the Prime Minister of India when he died 
in 1964.   

 � Nehru was the first prime minister of 
independent India, serving from 1947–
1964.  He was a major leader in the fight 
against British rule in India and won the 
first general elections in India.  Nehru’s 
premiership was the longest in India’s 
history, lasting 16 years and 286 days. 

 � Shri Desai was himself selected to the Lok 
Sabha from the Surat Constituency in 
Gujarat. He was later unanimously elected 
as Leader of the Janata Party in Parliament 
and was sworn in as the Prime Minister of 
India on March 24, 1977.  

398. Assertion (A) : According to the Wavell 
Plan, the number of Hindu and Muslim 
members in the Executive Council were to 
be equal. 

Reason (R) : Wavell thought that this 
arrangement would have avoided the 
partition of India  

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A.

(b) Both A and R are individually true 
but R is not the correct explanation of 
A. 

(c)  A is True but R is false
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (C)

 � The statement “Wavell thought that this 
arrangement would have avoided the 
partition of India” is incorrect. 

 � In 1945, Lord Wavell came up with the 
Wavell Plan at the Simla Conference. The 
plan proposed that the Executive Council 
of the Viceroy would be made up of Indians, 
with the exception of the Viceroy and 
Commander-in-Chief. The council would 
also include “caste-Hindus”, Muslims, 
Depressed Classes, and Sikhs. The plan also 
proposed that the number of Hindu and 
Muslim members in the Executive Council 
would be equal. 

 � The Wavell Plan was intended to remove 
political issues and constitutional deadlock, 
and to promote self-governance for Indians. 
However, the plan was not intended to unite 
Hindus and Muslims to avoid the partition 
of India. 

 � However, the Wavell Plan was not accepted 
by both the Muslim League and the 
Congress. The Muslim League wanted the 
power of veto to any constitutional proposal 
which it believed was not in its interest. 
Congress also opposed this unreasonable 
demand.

2008

399. Where was the First Session of the Indian 
National Congress held in December 
1885?   

(a)  Ahmadabad 
(b) Bombay 
(c) Calcutta 
(d) Delhi

Explanation :  (B)

 � The first session of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) was held in Bombay from 
December 28–30, 1885. The session was 
attended by 72 delegates, including social 
reformers, journalists, and lawyers. The 
INC was established at Gokuldas Tejpal 
Sanskrit College in Bombay, with Womesh 
Chunder Bonnerjee of Calcutta elected as 
president. 

 � The INC’s second session was held in 
Calcutta from December 27–30, 1886. 

 � The third session was held in Madras 
from December 27–30, 1887, and the 
fourth session was held in Allahabad from 
December 26–29, 1888. 

 � The second session of the Indian National 
Congress was held in 1906 under the 
leadership of Dadabhai Naoroji.  The 
number of delegates increased to 434. At the 
end of the session, the Congress decided to 
establish Provincial Congress Committees 
across the country.

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) and 
the All-India Muslim League (AIML) held 
their annual sessions in Lucknow in 1916 to 
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form a joint alliance to gain independence 
from the British. The two parties signed 
the Lucknow Pact on December 29, 1916, 
with the INC session on December 26, 28, 
29, and 30, 1916, and the AIML session on 
December 31, 1916.  

400. Which one of the following was a journal 
brought out by Abul Kalam Azad?  

(a)  Al Hilal 
(b)  Comrade
(c)  The Indian Sociologist 
(d)  Zamindar

Explanation :  (A)

 � Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, an Indian 
Muslim independence activist and the first 
education minister of India, established the 
weekly Urdu-language journal Al-Hilal in 
1912. The word Al-Hilal translates to “The 
Crescent” in Urdu. 

 � Al-Hilal was used to criticize the British 
Raj in India and to support the Indian 
independence movement. The paper 
also encouraged Indian Muslims to join 
the movement. Al-Hilal became very 
influential in the Muslim community for 
its anti-British stance.

401. Assertion (A): The Congress in all the 
provinces resigned in the year 1939. 

Reason (R): The Congress did not accept 
the decision of the Viceroy to declare war 
against Germany in the context of the 
Second World War  

(a)  Both A and R are individually true 
and R is the correct explanation of A.

(b)  Both A and R are individually true 
but R is not the correct explanation of 
A. 

(c) A is True but R is false
(d)  A is false but R is true

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Congress ministries resigned in 
October and November 1939. The 
resignations were a protest against Viceroy 
Lord Linlithgow’s decision to declare India 

a belligerent in World War II without 
consulting the elected representatives of 
the Indian people. 

Other reasons for the resignations 
include:

1. The Congress was unable to form 
ministries in four provinces.

2. The emergence of a “left wing” in the 
Congress made it impossible for the 
ministries to function.

3. There were widespread communal 
disturbances in their provinces.

 � The statement “The Congress did not 
accept the decision of the Viceroy to declare 
war against Germany in the context of the 
Second World War” is true. 

 � In 1939, the Congress Party resigned in 
protest against Viceroy Lord Linlithgow’s 
decision to involve India in World War II 
without the consent of the Indian people.

 � The Congress ministries resigned in 
October and November 1939. 

 � On December 22, 1939, the Muslim League 
observed “Day of Deliverance” in protest of 
the Viceroy’s decision. 

In 1940, Viceroy Linlithgow made the 
August Offer, which included:

1. Expanding the Executive Council of 
the Viceroy of India to include more 
Indians

2. Establishing an advisory war council
3. Giving full weight to minority opinion
4. Recognizing Indians’ right to frame 

their own constitution

402. Who among the following rejected the 
title of knighthood and refused to accept 
a position in the Council of the Secretary 
of State for India?  

(a)  Motilal Nehru 
(b)  M.G. Ranade
(c)  G.K. Gokhale 
(d)  B.G. Tilak

Explanation :  (C)
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 � Gopal Krishna Gokhale rejected the title of 
knighthood and refused to accept a position 
in the Council of the Secretary of State 
for India. Gokhale was a social reformer, 
educationist, and social and political 
leader during the Indian Independence 
Movement. He was born on May 9, 1866 in 
Kotluk village in present-day Maharashtra. 
He worked for social empowerment, 
education expansion, and India’s freedom 
for three decades. 

 � Gokhale said that by accepting honors 
he would cease to be Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale. He was a member of the Bombay 
Legislative Council from 1899 to 1902 and 
the Imperial Legislative Council from 1902 
until his death.

403. Who among the following Gandhian 
followers was a teacher  by Profession? 

(a)  A.N. Sinha 
(b)  Braj Kishore Prasad
(c)  J. B. Kriplani
(d)  Rajendra Prasad

Explanation :  (C)

 � J. B. Kripalani was a teacher before 
becoming a full-time political activist and a 
follower of Gandhi. Kripalani’s full name is 
Jivatram Bhagwandas Kriplani. He taught 
English and history at several institutions, 
including Benaras Hindu University. 
Kripalani is known for his role in spreading 
Gandhian principles and educating people 
about nonviolence and self-reliance. 
Kripalani met with Gandhi in 1917 during 
the Champaran Satyagraha.

404. Which one of the following suggested the 
reconstitution of the Viceroy’s Executive 
council in which all the portfolios 
including that of War Members were to 
be held by the Indian leader?  

(a) Simon Commission 
(b) Shimla Conference 
(c) Cripps Proposal 
(d) Cabinet Mission

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Wavell Plan, also known as the Shimla 
Conference, proposed the reconstitution of 
the Viceroy’s Executive Council in 1945. 

 � The plan suggested that all members of the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council, except the 
Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief, 
would be Indians. The plan also suggested 
that all portfolios, including that of War 
Members, would be held by Indian leaders. 

 � The Simla conference was held in 1945 
under the presidency of Lord Wavell and 
Indian political leaders.

The Simon Commission :

 � It is also known as the Indian Statutory 
Commission, was a group of seven 
British Parliament members who studied 
constitutional reform in India in 1927. The 
commission was appointed by the British 
Conservative government in November 
1927 to report on the working of the Indian 
constitution. The commission’s chairman 
was Sir John Simon. 

 � The   Simon   Commission’s      
recommendations included giving 
more autonomy to Indian provincial 
governments, but keeping a veto for the 
Viceroy. The Simon Report was important 
in the constitutional discussion that led to 
the Government of India Act of 1935. 

 � The commission was boycotted by Indians 
because all its members were Englishmen 
and the commission had no Indian member. 
The slogan “Simon Go Back” became one 
of the most enduring slogans of the Indian 
freedom struggle.

The Cripps Mission :

 � It was a meeting between British 
government representatives and Indian 
leaders that took place from March 22 to 
April 11, 1942. The mission’s purpose was 
to secure Indian cooperation and support 
for the British war efforts in World War II. 
The mission’s proposals were constitutional 
and sought Indian support. 

 � The mission was organized by Sir Richard 
Stafford Cripps, a member of the War 
Cabinet.
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 � The mission failed and the issue of India’s 
constitution was postponed until the end 
of the war. The mission’s failure led to the 
Quit India Movement, a countrywide strike 
wave that involved workers, peasants, and 
states’ peoples. 

The mission’s proposals included:

1. Establishing the Indian Union
2. Allowing India to participate in 

international bodies and the United 
Nations

3. The Constituent Assembly would 
have members nominated by the 
Provincial Assemblies as well as the 
Princely States

4. Any Province, which is not prepared 
to accept the new Constitution would 
have the right to sign a separate 
agreement with Britain regarding its 
future status 

 � The Muslim League criticized the idea of a 
single Indian Union. They also stated that 
the proposals denied the Muslims the right 
to self-determination and the creation of 
Pakistan.

The Cabinet Mission Plan :

 � It was a proposal put forward by the British 
Cabinet Mission in 1946 to address the issue 
of Indian independence. It recommended 
the creation of a united India with a federal 
structure, granting significant autonomy 
to provinces, while ensuring protections 
for minorities. However, it failed to gain 
acceptance from Indian political leaders 
and ultimately led to the partition of India 
and the creation of Pakistan.

405. During the Indian Freedom Struggle, 
Who of the following raised an army 
called ‘Free Indian Legion”?  

(a)  Lala Hardayal 
(b)  Rashbehari Bose
(c) Subhas Chandra Bose 
(d)  V. D. Savarkar

Explanation :  (C)
 � Subhas Chandra Bose, also known as 

Netaji, raised the Free Indian Legion in 

1914 during World War II. The legion was 
made up of prisoners of war and was also 
known as the “Tiger Legion”. 

 � Bose, a prominent leader of the Indian 
National Congress, believed that India’s 
freedom could only be achieved through 
armed struggle. He came to Berlin in 
1941 to seek German aid and form the 
legion as part of his efforts to win India’s 
independence.

406. Who among the following gave a 
systematic critique of the moderate 
politics of the Indian National Congress 
in a series of articles entitled new Lamps 
for Old?   

(a)  Aurobindo Ghosh 
(b)  R.C.Dutt
(c)  Syed Ahmad khan 
(d)  Viraraghavachari

Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1893–94, Sri Aurobindo Ghosh wrote 
a series of articles titled “New Lamps for 
Old” that critically examined the moderate 
politics of the Indian National Congress. 
Aurobindo Ghosh is known as the Father 
of Indian Extremism. He is also the author 
of Savitri.

407. Who among the following used the 
phrase ‘Un-British to criticize the English 
colonial control of India?  

(a)  Anandmohan Bose 
(b)  Badruddin Tyabji 
(c)  Dadabhai Naoroji 
(d)  Pherozeshah Mehta 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji used the phrase “Un-
British” to criticize the English colonial 
control of India. In 1901, Naoroji published 
Poverty and Un-British Rule in India, which 
highlights how British economic policies 
extracted wealth from India to finance 
their industries. This theory is known as 
the “Drain of Wealth”. 

 � Naoroji was a Parsi scholar, writer, 
and politician who was also the official 
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ambassador of India. He was the first 
Indian to become a member of the British 
Parliament, and was a three-time Congress 
president in 1886, 1893, and 1906.  

408. Who was the Viceroy of India when the 
Rowlatt Act was Passed?  

(a)  Lord Irwin
(b)  Lord Reading
(c)  Lord Chelmsford
(d)  Lord Wavell

Explanation :  (C)

 � Lord Chelmsford was the Viceroy of 
India when the Rowlatt Act was passed 
in 1919. The Rowlatt Act, also known as 
the Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes 
Act of 1919, was intended to continue the 
wartime emergency powers of the executive 
branch. 

 � Chelmsford was concerned about the 
growing nationalist movement in India 
and spearheaded the passage of the Rowlatt 
Acts. The Rowlatt Act was passed despite 
opposition from Indians, with every single 
Indian member of the Central Legislative 
Council opposing it. 

 � Chelmsford’s administration oversaw its 
implementation, which further intensified 
the Indian independence movement.

2009

409. Which one of the following began with 
the Dandi March?  

(a)  Home Rule Movement
(b)  Non-Cooperation Movement
(c) Civil Disobedience Movement
(d)  Quit India Movement

Explanation :  (C)

 � Mahatma Gandhi’s Dandi March, also 
known as the Salt March, began with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement on March 
12, 1930. The march started from Sabarmati 
Ashram with 78 people and ended on 
April 6, 1930, when Gandhi broke the law 
by making salt from seawater at Dandi, a 
village in Gujarat.

410. In the context of the Indian freedom 
struggle 16th October 1905 is well known 
for which one of the following reasons?  

(a) The formal proclamation of Swadeshi 
Movement was made in Calcutta 
town hall

(b) Partition of Bengal took effect
(c) Dadabhai Naoroji declared that the 

goal of Indian National Congress was 
Swaraj 

(d) Lokmanya Tilak started Swadeshi 
Movement in Poona

Explanation :  (B)

 � October 16, 1905 is known for the Partition 
of Bengal. The Viceroy of India, Lord 
Curzon, announced the decision to divide 
Bengal on July 19, 1905.  

 � The partition came into effect on October 
16, 1905, and was observed as a day of 
mourning and fasting throughout Bengal. 

 � Curzon cited ease of administration as the 
reason for the decision, but it was actually 
meant to curb rising nationalist sentiments 
in Bengal. 

 � On August 7, 1905, a mass protest was 
organized in Calcutta’s Town Hall. 
Ramendra Sunder Trivedi called for 
observance of arandhan (keeping the 
hearth unlit) as a mark of mourning and 
protest on the day the partition was put 
into effect. 

 � In 1911, King George V announced at 
Delhi Durbar that eastern Bengal would be 
assimilated into the Bengal Presidency.

411. With which one of the following 
movements is the slogan “Do or Die” 
associated?   

(a)  Swadeshi Movement
(b) Non-Cooperation Movement 
(c) Civil Disobedience Movement 
(d)  Quit India Movement

Explanation :  (D)

 � The slogan “Do or Die” is associated with 
the Quit India Movement. Mahatma 
Gandhi gave the slogan during his Quit 
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India speech on August 8, 1942, at the 
Gowalia Tank Maidan in Bombay. The 
Indian National Congress (INC) officially 
launched the slogan on August 9, 1942. 

 � The Quit India Movement, also known as 
the August Movement or August Kranti 
Movement, was Mahatma Gandhi’s 
last Civil Disobedience movement. The 
movement began on August 8, 1942. 

 � In his speech, Gandhi  called for  
determined, but passive resistance. He said, 
“Here is a Mantra, a short one that I give 
you. You may imprint it on your hearts and 
let every breath of yours give expression to 
it. The mantra is Do or Die. We shall either 
free India or die in the attempt; we shall not 
live to see the perpetuation of slavery”.

412. Consider the following statements: The 
Cripps Proposals include the provision 
for   

1. Full indepedence for India
2. Creation of Constitution making 

body 

Which of the given above is/are correct? 

(a)  1 only  
(b)  2 only
(c)  Both 1 and 2  
(d)  Neither1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

The Cripps Mission proposals included 
the following provisions:

1. Dominion status: Create an Indian 
Union with Dominion status after the 
war

2. Constituent Assembly: Form a 
Constitution-making body for India 
after the war

3. Right to secede for the provinces: 
Allow any British Indian Province 
unwilling to accept the Constitution 
to either maintain its current 
constitutional status or frame its own 
constitution

4. Full independence for India: The 
Cripps Proposals included the 

provision for full independence for 
India after the end of the Second 
World War

5. Creation of a Constitution-making 
body: The proposals also provided for 
the creation of a Constitution-making 
body to draft a new constitution for 
India 

 � The Cripps Mission was led by Stafford 
Cripps and came to India from 22 March to 
11 April 1942. The proposals were rejected 
by the INC, the Muslim League, and 
other Indian groups. The British saw the 
proposals as too radical, and the INC saw 
them as too conservative.

413. In the “Individual Satyagraha”, Vinoba 
Bhave was chosen as the first Satyagrahi. 
Who was the second? 

(a)  Dr. Rajendra Prasad
(b)  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
(c)  C. Rajagopalachari
(d)  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

Explanation :  (B)

 � According to 1940, Vinoba Bhave was 
the first Satyagrahi and Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru was the second in the Individual 
Satyagraha movement. 

 � The Individual Satyagraha movement 
started on October 17, 1940, when 
Mahatma Gandhi inaugurated it. The 
movement’s centerpiece is non-violence, 
which is achieved by carefully selecting the 
Satyagrahis.

414. Who of the following is the author of 
a collection of poems called “Golden 
Threshold”?  

(a)  Aruna Asaf Ali 
(b)  Annie Besant 
(c) Sarojini Naidu 
(d)  Vijayalaksmi Pandit 

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Golden Threshold is a collection of 
poems by Sarojini Naidu. Naidu was an 
Indian poet, politician, and activist who 
was the first Indian woman president of 
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the Indian National Congress in 1925. 
The Golden Threshold was first published 
in 1905 and contains 63 poems inspired 
by Indian culture, mythology, and nature. 
The book includes folk songs, poems, and 
other verses such as “Palanquin-Bearers”, 
“Wandering Singers”, “Indian Weavers”, 
and “Harvest Hymn”.

415. During the freedom struggle, Aruna 
Asaf Ali was a major woman organizer of 
underground activity in:  

(a) Civil Disobedience Movement
(b)  Non-Cooperation 
(c)  Quit India Movement
(d) Swadeshi Movement

Explanation :  (C)

 � Aruna Asaf Ali was a major woman 
organizer of underground activity during 
the Quit India Movement in 1942. 

 � Asaf Ali was an Indian political activist, 
educator, and publisher.

 � She is known as the “Grand Old Lady of 
Indian Independence” for her role in the 
freedom struggle. 

 � Asaf Ali is best known for hoisting the 
Indian National flag at the Gowalia Tank 
Maidan in Bombay during the 1942 Quit 
India Movement. She secretly worked to 
organize resistance against the British 
rulers during this time.

416. In collaboration with David Hare and 
Alexander Duff, who of the following 
established Hindu College at Calcutta?   

(a) Henry Louis Vivian Derozio 
(b)  Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
(c)  Keshab Chandra Sen 
(d)  Raja Rammohan Roy

Explanation :  (D)

 � Raja  Ram  Mohan  Roy established  
the  Hindu College in Calcutta in 
1817 in collaboration with David Hare 
and Alexander Duff. Roy was a social 
reformer who led the college’s foundation 
committee. The college was originally a 
non-government college for the sons of the 

Hindu community, and introduced western 
education. 

 � In 1825, Roy established Vedanta College, 
which offered courses in both Indian 
learning and Western social and physical 
sciences.

417. With reference to Union Government, 
consider the following statements: 

1. The number of Ministries at the 
Centre on 15th August 1947 was 
18.  

2. The number of Ministries at the  
Centre at present is 36.  

Which of the statements given above is 
are correct?

(a)  1 only  
(b)  2 only
(c)  Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (A)

 � On August 15, 1947, the Government of 
India had 18 ministries. Jawaharlal Nehru 
became India’s first Prime Minister on 
August 15, 1947, and formed the First 
Nehru ministry with 15 ministers. 

The Council of Ministers (COM) has 
three types of ministers:

1. Ministers of state
2. Deputy ministers
3. Cabinet ministers 

 � The President appoints cabinet ministers on 
the advice of the Prime Minister. Cabinet 
ministers play a key role in shaping the 
country’s governance and development.

 � Currently,  There are 54 Union 
ministries and 93 departments in India.

418. Who of the following Prime Ministers 
sent Cripps Mission to India?   

(a) James Ramsay MacDonaldd 
(b) Stanley Baldwin 
(c) Neville Chamberlain 
(d) Winston Churchill

Explanation :  (A)
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 � In March 1942, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill sent Stafford Cripps 
to India to negotiate an agreement with 
Indian leaders. The mission was part of the 
Churchill government’s efforts to secure 
Indian cooperation and support for the 
British war effort in World War II. 

 � Cripps was a senior minister in the Labour 
Party, which traditionally supported Indian 
self-rule. However, he was also a member 
of the War Cabinet, which was led by 
Churchill, who had long been against 
Indian independence. 

 � The mission’s proposals were drafted by 
Cripps with Indian leaders, including 
nationalist Congress leaders and 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and the Muslim 
League. The proposals included promises 
of elections and self-government after the 
war if India remained loyal to the British 
war effort. However, the Congress rejected 
the proposals because they knew the British 
were negotiating from a weaker position.

419. During the Indian Freedom Struggle, 
why did Rowlatt Act arouse popular 
indignation?  

(a) It curtailed the freedom of religion 
(b)  It suppressed the Indian traditional 

education 
(c)  It authorized the government to 

imprison people without trial
(d)  It curbed the trade union activities

Explanation :  (C)

The Rowlatt Act of 1919 aroused popular 
indignation during the Indian Freedom 
Struggle because it:

1. Restricted civil liberties :

 � The act restricted freedom of expression, 
speech, and assembly. It also curbed trade 
union activities.

2. Gave the government autocratic powers 
:

 � The act gave the government the power 
to repress political activities and detain 
political prisoners without a trial for two 

years.

3. Was undemocratic and oppressive :

 � The act was opposed by Indian leaders, 
including Mahatma Gandhi, who called it a 
violation of human rights and an attack on 
Indian nationalism.

 � Hurriedly passed through the Imperial 
Legislative Council

 � The act was completely opposed by Indian 
members.

420. Consider the following statements:  

1. The discussions in the Third Round 
Table Conference eventually led to 
the passing of the Government of 
India Act of 1935.  

2. The Government of India Act of 1935 
provided for the establishment of an 
All India Federation to be based on 
a Union of the provinces of British 
India and the Princely States.

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a)  1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c)  Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � The discussions in the Third Round Table 
Conference led to the passing of the 
Government of India Act of 1935. 

 � The third round table conference was held 
in London from November 17 to December 
24, 1932.  The conference was short and 
unimportant, as neither the Congress nor 
the British Labour Party attended. 

 � The conference’s recommendations were 
published in a White Paper in 1933, which 
was later discussed in the British Parliament. 
The recommendations were analyzed, and 
the Government of India Act of 1935 was 
passed on its basis. The act establishes 
provincial autonomy, a federal system, and 
an All-India Federation. The federation is 
based on a union of the provinces of British 
India and the Princely States.
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 � The Government of India Act of 1935 
provided for the establishment of an All 
India Federation. This federation would be 
based on a union of the provinces of British 
India and the Princely States.

2010

421. For the Karachi  session of Indian 
National Congress in 1931, presided 
over by Sardar Patel, who drafted the 
Resolution on Fundamental Rights and 
Economic Programme?  

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi
(b)  Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
(c)  Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
(d)  Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Explanation :  (B)

 � In 1931, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel presided 
over the 46th session of the Indian National 
Congress in Karachi.

 � Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, a prominent 
leader in the Congress at the time, drafted 
the resolution on fundamental rights and 
economic program.

1. Fundamental rights  :

 � The resolution guarantees freedom of 
speech, press, and assembly, the right to 
form associations, universal adult franchise, 
and equal legal rights

2. National economic program :

 � The resolution includes a substantial 
reduction in rent and revenue, and 
exemption from rent for uneconomic 
holdings

422. Who among the following were official 
Congress negotiators with Cripps 
Mission?   

(a)  Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel 
(b) Acharya J. B. Kripalani and C. 

Rajagopalachari 
(c)  Pandit Nehru and Maulana Azad
(d) Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Rafi Ahmed 

Kidwai 

Explanation :  (C)

 � Pandit Nehru and Maulana Azad were 
Congress negotiators with Cripps’ Mission. 

 � In late March 1942, the British government 
sent Stafford Cripps, a member of the 
Labour Party, to negotiate with Indian 
leaders to gain their support for World 
War II. The meetings, known as the Cripps 
Mission, took place in Delhi from March 
22 to April 12, 1942. 

Cripps’ proposals included:

1. Keeping India loyal to the British war 
effort

2. A promise of elections and full self-
government once the war was over

3. Dominion Status to India
4. An electoral body in India 

 � The Congress rejected Cripps’ proposals 
because they knew the British were 
negotiating from a weaker position.

423. With reference to Simon Commission’s 
recommendations, which one of the 
following statements is correct?  

(a)  It recommended the replacement of 
diarchy with responsible government 
in the provinces

(b)  It proposed the setting up of inter- 
provincial council under the Home 
Department

(c)  It suggested the abolition of bicameral 
legislature at the Centre

(d)  It recommended the creation of 
Indian Police Service, with a provision 
for increased pay and allowances for 
British recruits as compared to Indian 
recruits

Explanation :  (A)

 � Simon Commission came in 1927. 
 � Diarchy was proposed in the Government 

of India Act, 1919. It was replaced with the 
Provincial Autonomy in the  Government 
of India Act, 1935.  

 � The recommendations of the Simon 
Commission were published in May 1930. 

 � Dyarchy in the provinces should be 
abolished and ministers should be made 
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responsible to the provincial legislatures in 
all departments, including the department 
of law and order.

 � The Governor was to retain the special 
powers for the safety and tranquility of 
the province and for the protection of the 
minorities.

 � He would also have full powers of 
intervention in the event of a breakdown of 
the constitution.

 � The Franchise was to be extended and 
legislatures were to be enlarged.

 � At the center, a Federal assembly would be 
constituted on the basis of representation 
of the provinces and other areas as per the 
population.

 � The council of state would continue as 
the Upper House but its members would 
be chosen not on the basis of the direct 
election but on the basis of indirect election 
by the Provincial councils.

 � No change in the central executive.
 � The All-India Federation was not 

considered a practical idea for immediate 
execution.

 � Burma should be separated from British 
India and should be provided a constitution 
of its own.

424. After Quit India Movement, C. 
Rajagopalachari issued a pamphlet 
entitled ‘The Way Out”. Which one of 
the following was a proposal in this 
pamphlet?   

(a)  The establishment of a “War Advisory 
Council composed of representatives 
of British India and the Indian States

(b)  Reconstitution of the Central 
Executive Council in such a way that 
all its members, except the Governor 
General and the Commander-in-
Chief should be Indian leaders

(c) Fresh elections to the Central and 
Provincial Legislatures to be held at 
the end of 1945 and the Constitution 
making body to be convened as soon 
as possible

(d)  A solution for the constitutional 
deadlock 

Explanation :  (D)

 � C. Rajagopalachari’s  pamphlet  The 
Way Out proposed a solution to the 
constitutional deadlock in 1944 during 
the Quit India Movement. The pamphlet 
also proposed a formula for cooperation 
between the Congress and the League. 

 � In the last years of the war, Rajagopalachari 
was involved in negotiations between  
Jinnah and Gandhi. He opposed Gandhi 
during the Quit India Movement, believing 
the British would eventually leave the 
country and that launching another 
Satyagraha was not a good idea.

425. Four resolutions were passed at the 
famous Calcutta session of Indian 
National Congress in 1906. The question 
of either retention OR of rejection of 
these four resolutions became the cause 
of a split in Congress at the next Congress 
session held in Surat in 1907. Which one 
of the following was not one of those 
resolutions?  

(a)  Annulment of partition of Bengal 
(b)  Boycott
(c)  National education 
(d)  Swadeshi

Explanation :  (A)

 � The congress was compelled by the 
extremists to adopt following resolutions 
which were accepted by the moderates with 
half heart.  

These were as follows :

1. Resolution on Partition of Bengal
2. Resolution of Self Government 

(Swaraj)
3. Resolution on Swadeshi
4. Resolution on Boycott. 

 � Thus in Calcutta session of 1906, under the 
leadership of Dadabhai Naoroji, Congress 
adopted Swara) as the Goal of Indian 
people.
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426. What was the immediate cause for the 
launch of the Swadeshi movement?   

(a) The partition of Bengal done by Lord 
Curzon 

(b) A sentence of 18 months rigorous 
imprisonment imposed on Lokmanya 
Tilak 

(c)  The arrest and deportation of 
LalaLajpat Rai and Ajit Singh and 
passing of the Punjab Colonization 
Bill

(d)  Death sentence pronounced on the 
Chapekar brothers

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Swadeshi movement was a protest 
against the British government’s decision 
to partition Bengal in July 1905. The 
movement’s immediate cause is the 
partition of Bengal by the Viceroy of India, 
Lord Curzon. 

The Swadeshi movement’s other causes 
include:

1. Curbing foreign goods: The 
movement’s goal is to rely on domestic 
production instead of buying foreign 
goods.

2. Revival of domestic products: The 
movement calls for boycotting British 
products and buying Indian products 
instead.

3. Promoting indigenous industries: 
The movement’s goal is to promote 
indigenous industries. 

 � The movement’s size and shape is due 
to donations from wealthy Indians who 
dedicated money and land to Khadi and 
Gramodyog societies. These societies start 
cloth production in every household. 

 � Balgangadhar Tilak coined the term 
“Bahishkar Yoga” to describe the  
movement.

427. Who among the following Governor 
Generals created the Covenanted Civil 
Service of India which later came to be 
known as the Indian Civil Service?  

(a)  Warren Hastings
(b)  Wellesley 
(c)  Cornwallis 
(d)  William Bentinck modernised by 

Lord Cornwallis and hence he is 

Explanation :  (C)

 � British General Charles Cornwallis (1786-
1793) is known as the “Father of Civil 
Service in India”. Cornwallis was appointed 
in February 1786 as the Governor of 
the Presidency of Fort William and 
Commander-in-Chief of British India.

 � He is known for creating the Covenanted 
Civil Service and the Uncovenanted Civil 
Service, which later became the Indian 
Civil Service. Cornwallis established 
competitive examinations in England to 
select candidates for the Covenanted Civil 
Service, which were open to both British 
and Indian candidates.

428. Consider the following statements:   

1. The “Bombay Manifesto” signed in 
1936 openly opposed the preaching 
of socialist ideals.

2. It evoked support from a large section 
of business community from all across 
India. 

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only 
(b)  2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Bombay manifesto sign in 1936 by 21 
Bombay businessman, contained an open 
indictment of Nehru’s preaching of socialist 
ideals, which were deemed prejudicial 
to private property and to the peace and 
prosperity of the nation. Although it did 
not evoke support from any other section 
of the business community it strengthened 
the hands of moderates within the Congress 
to put pressure on Nehru to tone down his 
socialist utterances.
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429. By a regulation in 1793, the District 
Collector was deprived of his judicial 
powers and made the collecting agent 
only. What was the reason for such 
regulation? 

(a)  Lord Cornwallis felt that the District 
Collector’s efficiency of revenue 
collection would enormously increase 
without the burden of other work

(b) Lord Cornwallis felt that Judicial 
power should compulsorily be in the 
hands of Europeans while Indians can 
be given the job of revenue collection 
in the districts

(c) Lord Cornwallis was alarmed at the 
extent of power concentrated in the 
district collector and felt that such 
absolute power was undesirable in 
one person. 

(d)  The judicial work demanded a deep 
knowledge of India and a good 
training in law and Lord Cornwallis 
felt that District Collector should be 
only a revenue collector

Explanation :  (A)

 � Lord Cornwallis felt that the district 
collector’s efficiency of revenue collection 
would enormously increase without the 
burden of other work. By a regulation in 
1793, the district collector was deprived of 
his judicial powers and made the collecting 
agent only.

430. Consider the following statements:  

1. Dr. Rajendra Prasad persuaded 
Mahatma Gandhi to come to 
Champaran to investigate the problem 
of peasants.

2. Acharya J. B. Kriplani was one of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s colleagues in his 
Champaran investigation.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only  
(b)  2 only
(c)  Both 1 and 2  
(d)  Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � The statement “Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
persuaded Mahatma Gandhi to come to 
Champaran to investigate the problem of 
peasants” is incorrect. In fact, Raj Kumar 
Shukla, a local farmer and indigo cultivator, 
convinced Gandhi to visit Champaran in 
1917. 

 � Shukla invited Gandhi to Champaran 
to investigate the problems faced by 
the peasants and to begin a satyagraha 
movement. Gandhi’s colleagues in this 
movement included JB Kriplani, Rajendra 
Prasad, Mazhar-ulHaq, Mahadeo Desai, 
and Narhari Parekh. 

 � In 1914 and 1916, farmers revolted 
against the government in indigo plant 
cultivation. The Champaran Satyagraha of 
1917 was an important event in the Indian 
freedom struggle. It marked Gandhi’s first 
appearance in Indian politics as a leader of 
the masses.

 � Acharya J.B. Kripalani was a colleague of 
Mahatma Gandhi during the Champaran 
investigation. Kripalani was a prominent 
Indian educator, social activist, and 
politician who supported Gandhi’s 
ideology. The two met in Santiniketan after 
Gandhi’s return from South Africa. 

 � Kripalani was one of many fellow nationalists 
who supported and worked  with Gandhi 
during the Champaran Satyagraha. 
Gandhi arrived in Champaran on April 
10, 1917 with a team of lawyers, including 
Kripalani. The Lieutenant Governor in 
Council convened a Committee of Inquiry 
to investigate the agrarian situation in 
Champaran, and Gandhi was named as a 
member.

431. With reference to Pondicherry (now 
Puducherry), consider the following 
statements  

1  The first European power to occupy 
Pondicherry was the Portuguese.

2  The second European power to 
occupy Pondicherry were the French

3. The English never occupied 
Pondicherry. 
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Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a)  1 only  
(b)  2 and 3 only 
(c)  3 only  
(d)  1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Portuguese were the first European power 
to occupy Pondicherry. The Portuguese 
established a factory in Pondicherry in the 
early 16th century, but were forced to leave 
a century later by the ruler of Gingee. 

 � The French were the second European 
power to occupy Pondicherry. The British 
never occupied Pondicherry, but did take 
control of it in 1793 and handed it over to 
France in 1814 under the Treaty of Paris.

2011

432. The tendency for increased litigation 
was visible after the introduction of 
the land settlement system of Lord 
Cornwallis in 1793. The reason for this is 
normally traced to which of the following 
provisions? 

(a) Making Zamindar’s position stronger 
vis-à-vis the ryot

(b) Making East India Company an 
overlord of Zamindars.

(c) Making judicial system more efficient
(d) None of the (a) (b) and (c) above

Explanation :  (D)

 � The main reason for increased litigation 
after the introduction of Lord Cornwallis’ 
land settlement system in 1793 is the 
removal of court fees. This allowed anyone 
to sue anyone in court, and the right of 
appeal was extended. 

Other reasons for increased litigation 
include:

1. Lawyers were required to prescribe 
their fees

2. Ordinary people could sue 
government servants if they made 
mistakes

3. Inhuman punishments were 
abolished, such as cutting limbs, nose, 
and ears 

 � The land settlement system of 1793 also 
established a system of civil courts to settle 
land disputes.

433. With reference to the period of colonial 
rule in India, “Home Charges” formed 
an important part of the drain of wealth 
from India. Which of the following funds 
constituted “Home Charges”?  

1. Funds used to support the India Office 
in London.

2. Funds used to pay salaries and 
pensions of British personnel engaged 
in India.

3. Funds used for waging wars outside 
India by the British.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � “Home Charges” are funds used to pay for 
expenses incurred by the British Secretary 
of State on behalf of India during colonial 
rule. They were a significant part of the 
drain of wealth from India. 

“Home Charges” include:

1. Dividends paid to the East India 
Company’s shareholders

2. Interest on public debt raised abroad
3. Pensions and furloughs paid to British 

officers in India
4. Interest on foreign capital investments
5. Savings from salaries
6. The costs of transporting British 

troops to and from India
7. Funds used to support the India Office 

in London
 � The trade surplus was used to make these 

payments.



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official493Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

434. What was the purpose for which Sir 
William Wedderburn and W.S. Caine 
had set up the Indian Parliamentary 
Committee in 1893?  

(a) To agitate for Indian political reforms 
in the House of Commons

(b) To campaign for the entry of Indians 
into the Imperial Judiciary

(c) To facilitate a discussion on India’s 
Independence in the British 
Parliament

(d) To agitate for the entry of eminent 
Indians into the British Parliament

Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1893, Sir William Wedderburn and W.S. 
Caine formed the Indian Parliamentary 
Committee to advocate for Indian political 
reforms in the House of Commons. The 
committee also included Dadabhai Naoroji 
and other Indian sympathizers. 

 � Wedderburn was a British civil servant 
and politician who was a Liberal Party 
member of Parliament (MP). He was a 
founding member of the Indian National 
Congress and was known for voicing India’s 
grievances in the House of Commons.

435. Which amongst the following provided a 
common factor for tribal insurrection in 
India in the 19th century? 

(a) Introduction of a new system of 
land revenue and taxation of tribal 
products

(b) Influence of foreign religious 
missionaries in tribal areas

(c) Rise of a large number of money 
lenders, traders and revenue farmers 
as middlemen in tribal areas

(d) The complete disruption of the 
old agrarian order of the tribal 
communities

Explanation :  (D)

 � The most common factor for tribal 
insurrection in India in the 19th century 
was the disruption of the old agrarian order 
of the tribal communities. 

Here are some other factors that 
contributed to tribal uprisings in the 19th 
century:

1. Land laws :

 � The British land settlements and land laws 
created tensions in the tribal society.

2. Forest laws :

 � The British enforcement of the Forest 
Act disrupted the way of life of tribal 
communities.

3. Agriculture :

 � The loss of agricultural land by the tribals, 
restrictions on the use of forest produce, 
and the introduction of money lenders 
contributed to tribal revolts.

4. Economy :

 � The fast changes made by the Britishers 
in the economy, government, and land 
revenue structure caused the agricultural 
society to be disrupted.
5. Non-tribals :

 � Non-tribals had started entering forests 
and clearing land for settled agriculture, 
disturbing the lives of tribal communities.
6. Protection of traditions :

 � Another major reason for tribal uprisings 
during colonial British rule was the 
protection of their traditions and customs.

436. What was the  reason for Mahatma 
Gandhi to organise a satyagraha on 
behalf of the peasants of Kheda? 

1. The Administration did not suspend 
the land revenue collection in spite of 
a drought.

2. The Administration proposed to 
introduce Permanent Settlement in 
Gujarat.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Explanation :  (A)

 � Mahatma Gandhi organized a satyagraha 
in 1918 in the Kheda district of Gujarat to 
support peasants who were unable to pay 
land taxes due to crop failure and poverty. 

The peasants were unable to pay the taxes 
because of:

1. Excessive taxes
2. A plague outbreak that made them 

unable to work
3. A severe drought that led to crop 

failures
4. Widespread distress among peasant 

communities 
 � Satyagraha is a form of nonviolent 

resistance or civil resistance that means 
“holding firmly to truth” or “truth force”. 
Gandhi developed the term and practiced 
it in the Indian independence movement 
and in his earlier struggles in South Africa 
for Indian rights.

The Permanent Settlement :

 � It is also known as the Permanent 
Settlement of Bengal, was an agreement 
between the East India Company and the 
landlords of Bengal in 1793. The agreement 
was part of the Cornwallis Code, a larger 
body of legislation that divided the East 
India Company’s service personnel into 
three branches. 

The Permanent Settlement had several 
features:

1. The agreement established a fixed 
amount of revenue to be collected 
from land.

2. The agreement stated that the amount 
to be given to the government was 
fixed permanently.

3. The agreement gave zamindars the 
power to collect revenue.

4. The agreement recognized zamindars 
as the permanent owners of the land.

5. The agreement instructed zamindars 
to pay 89% of the annual revenue to 
the state and keep 11% as their share.

6. The agreement encouraged zamindars 
to invest in improving lands.

7. The agreement created an Indian 
landed class that supported British 
authority. 

 � The Permanent Settlement was first enacted 
in Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha in 1793 by the 
Governor-General Lord Cornwallis. It was 
later followed in the presidency of northern 
Madras and in the Varanasi district. The 
regulations remained in place until the 
Charter Act of 1833.  

437. With reference to the period of Indian 
freedom struggle, which of the following 
was/were recommended by the Nehru 
report?  

1. Complete Independence for India.
2. Joint electorates for reservation of 

seats for minorities
3. Provision of fundamental right for the 

people of India in the constitution.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

The Nehru Report, published in 1928, 
recommended a number of things, 
including:

1.  Dominion status: For India, similar 
to Canada and Australia

2.  Bill of Rights: A strong bill that 
would guarantee freedom of speech, 
press, religion, and assembly

3.  Federal system: A federal system of 
government with residuary powers at 
the center

4.  Joint electorates: With reserved seats 
for minorities in legislatures

5.  No state religion.
6.  Equal rights: For men and women as 

citizens
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7.  Reservations: For minority seats, es-
pecially for Muslims and other mi-
norities

8.  Official language: Indian, written in 
Devanagari (Hindi/Sanskrit), Tamil, 
Kannada, Marathi, Telugu, Bengali, 
or Gujarati

9.  Supreme Court: The establishment of 
a Supreme Court

10.  Provinces: Divided according to lan-
guage

11.  English usage: Authorized 
 � The  Nehru  Report  was a response to 

a British challenge to create their own 
constitution. It was prepared by a committee 
of All Parties Conference, chaired by 
Motilal Nehru and with Jawaharlal Nehru 
as its secretary.

438. Which one of the following observations 
is not true about  the  Quit India 
Movement of 1942?  

(a) It was a non-violent movement
(b) It was led by Mahatma Gandhi
(c) It was a spontaneous movement
(d) It did not attract the labour class in 

general

Explanation :  (D)

 � The statement “It did not attract the labor 
class in general” is not true about the Quit 
India Movement of 1942. 

 � The Quit India Movement was launched 
by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi on 
August 8, 1942 at the All-India Congress 
Committee session in Bombay. The 
movement was a response to the British 
offering the Cripps mission on March 
22, 1942, which was rejected by both the 
Congress and the Muslim League.

439. With reference to Indian freedom 
struggle, Usha Mehta is well-known for: 

(a) Running the secret Congress Radio in 
the wake of Quit India Movement

(b) Participating in the second round 
Table Conference

(c) Leading a contingent of Indian 
National Army

(d) Assisting in the formation of Interim 
Government under Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru

Explanation :  (A)

 � Usha Mehta (1920-2000) was an Indian 
freedom fighter and Gandhian who is 
known for organizing the Congress Radio, 
also known as the Secret Congress Radio. 

 � On August 14, 1942, Mehta and some of 
her associates began the clandestine radio 
station, which went on air on August 27, 
1942. The station was a vital communication 
tool during the Quit India movement, a key 
phase of the Indian independence struggle. 
The station’s messages included messages 
to students, workers, peasants, and Indian 
soldiers, directing them to participate in 
the Quit India Movement. The station also 
preached internationalism and spread the 
message of the Indian movement beyond 
the country. 

 � Mehta was born on March 25, 1920 in the 
village of Saras, near Surat in Gujarat. She 
was fluent in four languages, including 
English, Gujarati, Hindi, and Marathi. She 
adopted a Gandhian lifestyle by wearing 
only Khadi clothes and shunning luxuries.

 � Sarojini Naidu represented Indian women 
at the Second Round Table Conference, 
which was held in London from September 
7, 1931 to December 1, 1931. Naidu was 
a follower of Mahatma Gandhi and a 
participant in the national movement. 

Other participants at the conference 
included:

1.  Muslims: Md. Ali Jinnah, Aga Khan 
III, Muhammad Iqbal

2.  Hindus: MR Jayakar, Depressed 
Classes: Dr BR Ambedkar

3.  Others: Madan Mohan Malaviya, 
Ghanshyam Das Birla, Sir Mirza Is-
mail, S.K. Dutta, Sir Syed Ali Imam 

 � The conference laid the groundwork for 
future discussions and contributed to 
India’s independence process.
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440. With reference to Ryotwari Settlement, 
consider the following statements: 

1. The rent was paid directly by the 
peasants to the Government.

2. The government gave Pattas to the 
Ryots.

3. The lands were surveyed and assessed 
before being taxed.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3
(d) None

Explanation :  (C)

 � In the Ryotwari system, peasants pay rent 
directly to the government. 

 � In the Ryotwari system, the government 
collects taxes directly from peasants, 
who are known as ryots. The system was 
introduced in British India by Thomas 
Munro. 

 � In the Ryotwari system, the government 
gives pattas to the ryots, which are written 
agreements between the peasant and the 
zamindar that record the amount of rent to 
be paid. The tax rates are 50% in dryland 
and 60% in wetland. 

The Ryotwari system allows peasants to:

1.  Sell, mortgage, or gift the land
2.  Cede or acquire new land for 

cultivation 
 � However, the Ryotwari system ignores 

customary occupancy rights and reduces 
peasants to the status of tenants.

 � The government gave pattas to the ryots 
in the Ryotwari system, a land revenue 
system in British India. The pattas were 
registered agreements that recognized the 
ryots’ ownership rights and their rights 
to cultivate the land and required lands 
to be surveyed and assessed before being 
taxed. The system was used in some parts 
of British India to collect revenue from 

cultivators.
 � In the Ryotwari system, the government 

dealt directly with the cultivators, known 
as ryots, for revenue collection. The ryots 
were peasant cultivators who paid rent 
directly to the government. The land was 
taxed at a rate of 50% in dryland and 60% 
in wetland.

441. Consider the following statements: 

The most effective contribution made by 
Dadabhai Naoroji to the cause of Indian 
National Movement was that he-

1. Exposed the economic exploitation of 
India by the British.

2. Interpreted the ancient Indian texts 
and restored the self-confidence of 
Indians.

3. Stressed the need for eradication of all 
the social evils before anything else.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Dadabhai Naoroji, known as the Grand Old 
Man of India, is known for his contribution 
to the Indian National Movement by 
exposing the economic exploitation of 
India by the British:

1. Drain theory :

 � Naoroji’s famous “drain theory” explains 
how India’s wealth is drained to Britain 
through various means. He believed that 
colonial rule was the main reason for India’s 
poverty.

2. Estimate the net national profit :

 � Naoroji estimated the net national profit 
of India, and by extension, the effect that 
colonial rule had on the country.

3. Critic of British economic policy :

 � Naoroji was an Indian nationalist and critic 
of British economic policy in India. He 
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put forward the drain theory in his book 
Poverty and UnBritish Rule in India.

442. Consider the following:  

1. Assessment of land revenue on the 
basis of nature of the soil and the 
quality of crops.

2. Use of mobile cannons in warfare.
3. Cultivation of tobacco and red chillies.

Which of the above was/were introduced 
into India by the English?

(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2 and 3  
(d) None

Explanation :  (D)

 � British got Diwani’s rights of Bengal, Bihar, 
and Orissa in 1765.  

 � The major aim of the British East India 
Company was to increase their land 
revenue collection.

 � So its policies were aimed at getting 
maximum income from land without 
caring of its consequences on cultivators 
and peasants. 

 � Three major systems of land revenue 
collection existed in India - Zamindari, 
Ryotwari and Mahalwari

 � It was the first battle of Panipat, 1526, that 
the Mughal Emperor Babur first used the 
artillery in North India - when he decisively 
defeated Ibrahim Lodi, the Afghan kings of 
Delhi.

 � Although the Mughal Emperor Babur is 
popularly credited with the introduction 
of the artillery in land warfare in India, 
evidence is now available that it was the 
Bahmani Kings who first used artillery-
in the Deccan in their wars against the 
Vijaynagar kingdom.

 � Tobacco and Red Chillies were introduced 
by Portuguese not British

443. Which of the following is/are the 
principal feature(s) of the Government of 
India Act, 1919? 

1. Introduction of diarchy in the 
executive government of the 
provinces.

2. Introduction of separate communal 
electorates for Muslims.

3. Devolution of legislative authority by 
the centre to the provinces.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Government of India Act of 1919 
introduced dyarchy, a system of dual 
government, for the provinces of British 
India. Dyarchy is a two-person rule 
consisting of executive councillors and 
popular ministers. The governor would 
serve as the province’s executive head. The 
act divided subjects into two categories: 
1. reserved and 
2. transferred.

Reserved subjects included:

i) Finance
ii) Irrigation
iii) Law and order
iv) Land revenue 

•	 Transferred subjects included: 
i) Local government, 
ii) Health, 
iii) Education, 
iv) Excise,
v) Industry. 

 � The act also introduced bicameralism and 
direct election for the first time in India. It 
provided for the establishment of a public 
service commission which was set up in 
1926.  
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 � The Government of India Act, 1919 
(GIAA) is a document that provides for 
the devolution of legislative authority from 
the central government to the provinces. 
The GIAA also expands the powers and 
responsibilities of the central and provincial 
legislatures. 

The GIAA’s main features include:

1. Devolution of legislative authority :

 � The GIAA provides for the devolution of 
some legislative authority from the central 
government to the provincial governments.

 � Separation of central and provincial 
subjects

 � The GIAA loosens central control over the 
provinces by separating and demarcating 
the central and provincial subjects.

2. Expansion of legislatures :

 � The GIAA expands and reconstitutes 
both the Central and Provincial 
legislatures, giving them more powers and 
responsibilities. 

 � The GIAA also prohibits judicial review.
 � The Indian Councils Act of 1909, also 

known as the Morley-Minto Reforms, 
introduced separate electorates for 
Muslims. Under this act, Muslim members 
were to be elected only by Muslim voters. 
The act is considered to have “legalized 
communalism” by introducing electorates 
based solely on religion. 

 � The separate electorate was extended to 
Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, 
and Europeans by the Government of India 
Act of 1919.  

444. The distribution of powers between 
the Centre and the States in the Indian 
Constitution is based on the scheme 
provided in the:  

(a) Morley-Minto Reforms, 1909
(b) Montagu-Chelmsford Act, 1919
(c) Government of India Act, 1935
(d) Indian Independence Act, 1947

Explanation :  (C)

 � The distribution of powers between 
the center and the states in the Indian 
Constitution is based on the Government 
of India Act, 1935. The act is a detailed 
document with 321 sections and 10 
schedules. The distribution of legislative 
powers is based on three lists under the 
Seventh Schedule. 

•	 The act also provides for a three-fold 
enumeration: 
1. federal, 
2. provincial, and 
3. concurrent. 

 � However, under the act, residuary powers 
are given to the governor-general of India, 
not the federal or provincial legislature. 

 � The Constitution of India was adopted by 
the Constituent Assembly on November 
26, 1949 and came into force on January 
26, 1950.

445. During the Indian freedom struggle, the 
National Social Conference was formed. 
What was the reason for its formation?  

(a) Different social reform groups or 
organizations of the Bengal region 
united to form a single body to 
discuss the issues of larger interest 
and to prepare appropriate petitions/
representations to the government.

(b) Indian National Congress did not 
want to include social reforms in its 
deliberations and decided to form a 
separate body for such a purpose.

(c) Behramji Malabari and M.G. Ranade 
decided to bring together all the social 
reform groups of the country under 
one organization.

(d) None of the statements (a), (b) and (c) 
given above is correct in this context.

Explanation :  (B)

 � The National Social Conference was 
founded by M.G. Ranade and Raghunath 
Rao in December 1887. The conference was 
a social reform cell of the Indian National 
Congress, and met annually at the same 
time and place as the Congress. 
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 � The conference’s first session was held in 
Madras in December 1887. The conference 
advocated for intercaste marriages and 
opposed kulinism and polygamy. It 
also launched the “Pledge Movement” 
to encourage people to prohibit child 
marriage. 

 � The conference’s purpose was to promote 
the discussion of social issues on a national 
scale. However, the conference’s reason for 
existence disappeared when the Congress 
appropriated much of its program and was 
led by a more capable and popular leader. 

 � Ranade was an Indian scholar, social 
reformer, judge, and author. He has 
been referred to as the “Father of Indian 
Economics” because of his unsuccessful 
efforts to persuade the British government 
to launch state welfare and industrialization 
programs.

446. Which of the following statements is/are 
correct regarding Brahmo Samaj?  

1. It opposed idolatry.
2. It denied the need for a priestly class 

for interpreting the religious texts.
3. It popularized the doctrine that the 

Vedas are infallible.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The correct statements about Brahmo 
Samaj are that it opposed idolatry and 
denied the need for a priestly class for 
interpreting religious texts. 

 � Brahmo Samaj was a socio-religious 
reform movement founded by Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy in 1828. It was a monotheistic 
sect of Hinduism that believed in an 
infinite singularity, which is considered 
infinite, indivisible, imperceptible, and 
undefinable. Brahmo Samaj rejected 
avatars, reincarnation, and rebirths, and 

condemned idolatry and polytheism. It also 
supported a more rational and reformist 
approach to religion, and did not uphold 
the infallibility of the Vedas.

 � Hence statement 3 is not correct. 
Debendranath Tagore, the father of 
Rabindranath Tagore, was a key member of 
the Brahmo Sabha. In 1843 he was involved 
in the creation of the Brahmo Samaj.  

 � Keshub Chunder Sen, a disciple of Tagore, 
joined the Samaj in 1857 but broke away in 
a formal schism in 1866. This schism was 
called the Brahmo Samaj of India.

447. The Rowlatt Act aimed at: 

(a) Compulsory economic support to 
war efforts

(b) Imprisonment without trial and 
summary procedures for trial

(c) Suppression of the Khilafat 
Movement.

(d) Imposition of restrictions on freedom 
of the press.

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Rowlatt Act was passed by the British 
government in March 1919 to limit the 
fundamental rights of Indian citizens and 
suppress political activities. The act gave the 
police the power to arrest anyone without 
cause. 

 � The Rowlatt Act was met with opposition 
from Indians, who saw it as undemocratic 
and oppressive. The act also strengthened 
police powers and limited freedom of 
expression. 

 � Mahatma Gandhi called for a non-violent 
Satyagraha against the act, which began on 
April 6, 1919.  

The Khilafat Movement :

 � It was a political campaign that ran from 
1919–1924. It was a pan-Islamic movement 
led by Indian Muslims to pressure the 
British government to preserve the 
Ottoman Sultan’s authority as Caliph of 
Islam. The movement’s goal was to save the 
Ottoman caliph as a symbol of unity among 
the Muslim community in India. 
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 � The movement was initially supported 
by Gandhi’s noncooperation movement. 
However, it fell apart after the abolition of 
the caliphate in 1924. The movement was 
abruptly called off on February 12, 1922, at 
Gandhiji’s insistence, proceeding with the 
news of the Chauri Chaura incident. 

 � The term “caliph” (khalifah in Arabic) is 
generally regarded to mean “successor of 
the prophet Muhammad,” while “caliphate” 
(khilafah in Arabic) denotes the office of the 
political leader of the Muslim community 
(ummah) or state.

The Vernacular Press Act :

 � It was a law passed in 1878 in British India 
to limit the freedom of the Indian-language 
press. The act was also known as “The 
Gagging Act”. 

 � The act was proposed by Lord Lytton, 
who was the viceroy of India from 1876–
1880. The act was intended to prevent the 
vernacular press from criticizing British 
policies, especially the opposition that 
grew during the Second Anglo-Afghan 
War (1878–1880). The act did not apply to 
English-language publications. 

 � The act was modeled on the Irish Press 
laws and gave the government the power 
to censor reports and editorials in the 
Vernacular Press. The act also allowed the 
British government to confiscate newspaper 
assets, including printing presses and other 
media. 

The act violated freedom of expression in 
the following ways:

1. Censorship :
 � The government had the power to censor 

reports and editorials in the Vernacular 
Press.

2. Seizure :
 � If a newspaper published a seditious report 

and did not heed an initial warning, the 
press was seized and the printing machinery 
confiscated.

448. The Lahore Session of the Indian National 
Congress (1929) is very important in 
history, because: 

1. The Congress passed a resolution 
demanding complete independence.

2. The rift between the extremists 
and moderates was resolved in that 
Session.

3. A resolution was passed rejecting the 
two-nation theory in that Session

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (A)

Things that happened at the 1929 Lahore 
session of the Indian National Congress:

1. The Indian National Congress 
(INC) passed the “Purna Swaraj” 
resolution, which called for complete 
independence from the British. The 
resolution was proclaimed on January 
26, 1930, and later became India’s 
Republic Day.

2. The INC gave up its demands for 
dominion status.

3. Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru hoisted the 
Indian tricolour flag on the bank of 
the Ravi river. 

 � The 1940 Lahore Conference also saw the 
presentation of the Lahore Resolution. The 
resolution accepted the concept of a united 
homeland for Muslims and recommended 
the creation of an independent Muslim 
state.

449. The Congress ministries resigned in the 
seven provinces in 1939, because: 

(a) The Congress could not form 
ministries in the other four provinces.

(b) Emergence of a ‘left wing’ in the 
Congress made the working of the 
ministries impossible.

(c) There were widespread communal 
disturbances in their provinces.

(d) None of the statements (a),(b) and (c) 
given above is correct
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Explanation :  (D)

 � In 1939, the Congress ministries resigned 
in seven provinces to protest against the 
Viceroy’s decision to involve India in World 
War II. The Congress also did not agree 
with the Viceroy’s decision to declare war 
against Germany. 

 � In 1937, the Indian National Congress won 
power in seven provinces:
1. Bombay 
2. Madras
3. The Central Provinces
4. The United Provinces
5. The North-West Frontier Province
6. Bihar
7. Orissa

450. Which of the following parties were 
established by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar? 

1. The Peasants and Workers Party of 
India.

2. All India Scheduled Castes Federation.
3. The Independent Labour Party.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Peasants and Workers Party of India 
(PWPI) is a Marxist political party in 
Maharashtra, India. The party was founded 
on June 13, 1948, and has about 10,000 
members. The PWPI’s influence is mostly 
limited to three districts. 

 � The PWPI’s first three founders were 
Keshavrao Jedhe, Madhavrao Bagal, and 
Tulsidas Jadhav. The party’s address is Hari 
Kharude Niwas, Mahatma Phule Road, 
Naigaon, Dadar, Mumbai.
B.R. Ambedkar established the following 
parties:

1. Depressed Classes Federation (DCF): 
In 1930

2. Independent Labour Party (ILP): In 
1935 

 � The SCF, which succeeded one of these 
parties, later became the Republican Party 
of India. 

 � In 1936, the ILP contested the Bombay 
election to the Central Legislative Assembly 
and won 11 reserved and 3 general seats. 

 � Ambedkar also founded the Marathi 
newspaper Mooknayak in 1920. The 
newspaper’s name translates to “the Leader 
of Voiceless” or “The Hero of the Dumb”.

451. Mahatma Gandhi undertook fast unto 
death in 1932, mainly because:  

(a) Round Table Conference failed to 
satisfy Indian political aspirations.

(b) Congress and Muslim League had 
differences of opinion.

(c) Ramsay Macdonald announced the 
Communal Award.

(d) None of the statements (a),(b) and (c) 
given above is correct in this context

Explanation :  (C)

 � On 16th September 1932, Mahatma Gandhi 
began ‘fast up to death’ to protest British 
support of a new Indian constitution which 
favoured separate the Indian electorate by 
caste.

 � This separate electorate was given 
through the Macdonald award when the 
second round table conference ended 
inconclusively.

What is Macdonald Award :

 � The Communal Award, announced by 
Ramsay MacDonald on 16 August 1932.  

 � The separate electorate was then available 
to the Forward Caste, Muslims, Buddhists, 
Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, 
Europeans, and Depressed Classes.

 � The ‘award’ attracted severe criticism from 
Mahatma Gandhi.
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452. The Ilbert Bill controversy was related to 
the:  

(a) Imposition of certain restrictions to 
carry arms by the Indians

(b) Imposition of restrictions on 
newspapers and magazines published 
in Indian languages

(c) Removal of disqualifications imposed 
on the Indian magistrates with regard 
to the trial of the Europeans

(d) Removal of a duty on imported cotton 
cloth

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Ilbert Bill was a controversial bill 
proposed in 1883 that would have allowed 
senior Indian magistrates to preside over 
cases involving British subjects in India. The 
bill was enacted by the Indian Legislative 
Council on January 25, 1884.

 � The bill was controversial because it sought 
to remove the racial bar in the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, which prevented 
Indian judges from trying European 
defendants. The bill raised a great outcry 
within the European community. 

 � The bill provoked furious protests by 
the Indians. English women argued that 
Bengali women were not respected by their 
male counterparts, so they shouldn’t get 
the power to try cases involving Britishers. 
Bengali women who supported the bill said 
that they were more educated and had good 
academic records than English Women. 

 � The majority of the native Indians strongly 
supported the Ilbert bill as the European 
sense of racial superiority infuriated and 
frustrated them.

453. The demand for the Tebhaga Peasant 
Movement in Bengal was for: 

(a) The reduction of the share of the 
landlords from one-half of the crop to 
one third.

(b) The grant of ownership of land to 
peasants as they were the actual 
cultivators of the land.

(c) The uprooting of Zamindari system 
and the end of serfdom

(d) Writing off all peasant debts

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Tebhaga movement was a significant 
agrarian movement in post-independence 
India. It began in 1946 as a response to 
the oppressive sharecropping system in 
Bengal. The movement’s goal was to reduce 
the share of the produce that sharecroppers 
gave to landlords from half to one-third. 
The word Tebhaga literally means “three 
shares of harvests”. 

 � The movement was initiated by Kisan 
Sabha in Bengal. The tenants made 
all the investments and labor, so the 
landowners should only receive one-third 
of the crops. The movement demanded 
that sharecroppers receive two-thirds of the 
produce and landlords receive one-third. 

 � The movement turned violent in many 
areas, and landlords fled.

 � The Partition of Bengal and the promises of 
the new government led to the suspension 
of the movement.

454. The people of India agitated against 
the arrival of the Simon Commission 
because:  

(a) Indians never wanted the review of 
the working of the Act of 1919

(b) Simon Commission recommended 
the abolition of Dyarchy (Diarchy) in 
the Provinces

(c) There was no Indian member in the 
Simon Commission

(d) The Simon Commission suggested 
the partition of the country

Explanation :  (C)
 � The British government appointed the 

Simon Commission in 1927 to determine 
India’s political future. The commission 
was made up of seven British members 
of parliament and no Indians. The 
commission was strongly opposed by the 
Indian National Congress, the Muslim 
League, and prominent Indian leaders like 
Nehru, Gandhi, and Jinnah. 
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 � Indians were outraged because the 
commission did not include any Indian 
members. They felt that a handful of British 
people should not be able to determine 
their destiny. The slogan “Simon Go Back” 
became a lasting slogan of the Indian 
freedom struggle.

455. Quit India Movement was launched in 
response to:  

(a) Cabinet Mission Plan
(b) Cripps Proposals
(c) Simon Commission Report
(d) Wavell Plan

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Quit India Movement was launched 
on August 8, 1942 in response to the failure 
of the Cripps Mission. The Cripps Mission 
was a proposal by the British government 
to secure Indian support for the war effort. 
Gandhi’s speech “Do or Die” in Bombay 
on August 8, 1942, called for a voluntary 
British withdrawal from India. 

In addition to the Cripps Mission, other 
factors that contributed to the Quit India 
Movement include:

1. The advances of the Japanese in 
South-East Asia

2. The general frustration with the 
British in India

3. Gandhi’s dislike of the return of 
Cripps’ Draft Declaration

The failure of the Satyagraha 

 � In response to the Quit India Movement, 
the British government arrested all major 
Congress leaders the next day.

456. Annie Besant was: 

1. Responsible for starting the Home 
Rule Movement

2. The founder of the Theosophical 
Society

3. Once the President of the Indian 
National Congress

Select the correct statement/statements 
using the codes given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Home Rule Movement was a political 
movement in India that lasted from 1916–
1918. The movement was led by Indian 
nationalist Bal Gangadhar Tilak and British 
social reformer and Indian independence 
leader Annie Besant. The movement’s 
primary objective was to demand self-
government for India within the British 
Commonwealth. 

 � Annie Besant was the first woman president 
of the Indian National Congress (INC) 
from 1915–1925. She was elected in 1917 at 
the Calcutta Session. 

 � The Home Rule League was established 
in April and September 1916 by Tilak 
and Besant. The idea was propounded by 
Besant on the lines of the Irish Home Rule 
movement. The league focused its activities 
in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Central 
Province, and Berar, excluding Bombay. 
Joseph Baptista served as the President and 
N.C. Kelkar was appointed as the secretary 
of the movement. 

 � The movement’s signature achievement was 
the Montague Declaration of 1917, which 
recognized the inclusion of more Indians 
in the government and the development of 
self-governing institutions.

 � The Theosophical Society was founded in 
1875 by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, Henry 
Steel Olcott, William Quan Judge, and 
16 others in New York City. The society’s 
headquarters were established in 1882 in 
Adyar, India, near Madras (now Chennai). 

 � The society’s main objectives were to 
promote the study of ancient religions 
and philosophies, and to form a universal 
brotherhood of man without distinction of 
race, color, or creed.
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457. With reference to Indian History, the 
Members of the Constituent Assembly 
from the Provinces were:  

(a) Directly elected by the people of those 
Provinces

(b) Nominated by the Indian National 
Congress and the Muslim League

(c) Elected by the Provincial Legislative 
Assemblies

(d) Selected by the Government for their 
expertise in constitutional matters

Explanation :  (C)

 � The members of the Constituent Assembly 
of India who represented the provinces were 
elected by the members of the provincial 
legislative assemblies. The provincial 
legislative assemblies were elected through 
indirect elections by the people of the 
provinces. 

As of December 1947, the Constituent 
Assembly had 299 members:

1. 229 members elected from 12 Indian 
Provinces

2. 70 members nominated from 29 
Princely States 

 � The representatives of each community 
were elected by members of that community 
in the provincial legislative assembly. The 
representatives of princely states were 
nominated by the heads of the princely 
states.

2014

458. What was/were the object/objects of 
Queen Victoria’s Proclamation (1858)? 

1. To disclaim any intention to annex 
the Indian States

2. To place the Indian administration 
under the British Crown.

3. To regulate East India Company’s 
trade with India

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

Queen Victoria’s Proclamation of 1858 
had several objectives, including:

End the East India Company’s rule :

 � The proclamation declared that India 
would be governed by the British Monarch, 
not the East India Company.

 � Transfer power to the British crown
 � The proclamation aimed to end the 

company’s rule and transfer all powers to 
the British crown.

 � Place the Indian administration under the 
British Crown

 � The proclamation gave Queen Victoria 
control over India’s administration, 
including social and economic aspects.

 � Disclaim any intention to annex Indian 
States

 � The proclamation  reversed  Lord  
Dalhousie’s pre-war policy of political 
unification through princely state 
annexation.

 � Ensure no further extension of territories 
in India

 � The proclamation assured that there would 
be no further extension of territories in 
India.

 � Grant the same status to the Natives of 
India as the British people

 � The proclamation focused on removing 
societal issues like racial discrimination.

 � Assure that the administration would not 
interfere in religious affairs

 � The proclamation ensured that the 
administration would not interfere in 
religious affairs. 

 � The proclamation was a result of the Revolt 
of 1857, which is also known as India’s First 
War of Independence.

459. The Partition of Bengal made by Lord 
Curzon in 1905 lasted until:  

(a) The First World War when Indian 
troops were needed by the British and 
the partition was ended.
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(b) King George V abrogated Curzon’s 
Act as the Royal Durbar in Delhi in 
1911

(c) Gandhiji launched his Civil 
Disobedience Movement.

(d) The Partition of India in 1947 when 
East Bengal became East Pakistan.

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Partition of Bengal, announced by 
Lord Curzon in 1905, lasted until 1911 
when King George V abrogated Curzon’s 
Act at the Royal Durbar in Delhi. 

 � Curzon, the Viceroy of India from 1899 
to 1905, partitioned Bengal into two 
provinces in 1905 to promote communal 
differences between Muslims and Hindus. 
The partition separated the eastern areas, 
which were mostly Muslim, from the 
western areas, which were mostly Hindu. 

 � The partition was met with widespread 
protests and opposition, leading to its 
eventual reversal in 1911. The nationalists 
saw the partition as a challenge to Indian 
nationalism and as a deliberate attempt to 
divide the Bengal Presidency on religious 
grounds. 

 � In 1911, King George V reunited Bengal to 
appease Bengali sentiment, in response to 
the Swadeshi movement’s riots in protest 
against the policy. New provinces were 
created based on linguistic lines rather 
than religious lines, with Bihar and Orissa 
Province carved out of Bengal.

460. The Ghadr (Ghadar) was a:  

(a) Revolutionary association of Indians 
with headquarters at San Francisco.

(b) Nationalist organisation operating 
from Singapore.

(c) Militant organisation with 
headquarters at Berlin

(d) Communist movement for India’s 
freedom with head-quarters at 
Tashkent.

Explanation :  (A)

 � Ghadar revolutionaries were primarily 
based in the United States, especially in San 
Francisco, Vancouver, and New York. They 

also had branches along the US Coast and 
in the far East. 

 � The Ghadar revolutionaries, also known 
as the Ghadar Party, were inspired by anti-
colonialist and nationalist ideas. They were 
Punjabi immigrants who had settled in the 
US and Canada. The Ghadar Party’s goal 
was to overthrow British rule in India and 
establish a socialist republic.

Some key members of the Ghadar Party 
include:

1. Lala Har Dayal
2. Sant Baba Wasakha Singh Dadehar
3. Baba Jawala Singh
4. Santokh Singh
5. Sohan Singh Bhakna
6. Ras Behari Bose

 � The Ghadar Party was initially called the 
Pacific Coast Hindustan Association and 
was formed in the United States on July 
15, 1913. The Ghadar Party’s headquarters 
were located at 436 Hill St, San Francisco, 
California in the Yugantar Ashram 
building. The Ghadar Party’s newspaper, 
Ghadar, was published to spread awareness 
about British rule in India. In 1915, the 
Ghadar Party organized a failed uprising in 
India.

461. The 1929 Session of Indian National 
Congress is on significance in the history 
of the Freedom Movement because the:  

(a) Attainment of Self-Government 
was declared as the objective of the 
Congress.

(b) Attainment of Poorna Swaraj was 
adopted as the goal of the Congress.

(c) Non-Cooperation Movement was 
launched.

(d) Decision to participate in the Round 
Table Conference in London was 
taken.

Explanation :  (B)

 � The 1929 session of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) is significant because it 
was the first time the Congress raised the 
demand for complete independence. 
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 � At the 1929 Lahore session, the INC passed 
the Purna Swaraj resolution on December 
26, 1929, demanding complete freedom 
from the British. The resolution also 
declared January 26, 1930 as Independence 
Day. 

 � The session also saw the hoisting of the 
Indian National Flag and a pledge for 
independence taken by the leaders of the 
Congress.

462. The Radcliffe Committee was appointed 
to:  

(a) Solve the problem of minorities in 
India

(b) Given effect to the Independence Bill
(c) Delimit the boundaries between India 

and Pakistan
(d) Enquire into the riots in East Bengal.

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Radcliffe Commission was established 
in June 1947 to demarcate the boundaries 
between India and Pakistan. The 
commission was formally known as the 
“Boundary Commission for the Partition 
of Bengal and Punjab”.

 � Prior to independence, it was agreed to 
divide India into two parts, one for Hindus 
and the other for Muslims.  

 � Pakistan was given the provinces of Sindh 
and Baluchistan, both of which have a large 
Muslim population (over 70% and 90%, 
respectively).

 � The provinces of Punjab and Bengal, on 
the other hand, had only a slight majority 
of Muslims, Even though Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah wanted these provinces to become 
part of Pakistan in their entirety, the 
Congress Party refused due to Hindu and 
Sikh sentiments. 

 � The Radcliffe Line, which divided India and 
Pakistan, was unveiled on August 17, 1947. 

 � The Radcliffe line runs from the Rann of 
Kutch in Gujarat to the international border 
in Jammu & Kashmir, separating India and 
Pakistan.  

•	 India was divided into three sections by 
Radcliffe: 

1. West Pakistan, 
2. East Pakistan, and 
3. India. 

 � In June 1947, Sir Cyril Radcliffe was 
appointed Chairman of the two Border 
Commissions (one for Bengal and the 
other for Punjab).

 � The commission was chaired by British 
lawyer Sir Cyril Radcliffe, who drew 
the Radcliffe Line based on religious 
demographics and geographical factors. 
The Radcliffe Line was revealed on August 
17, 1947, and extends from the Rann of 
Kutch in Gujarat to the international border 
in Jammu in Jammu & Kashmir.

2015

463. Who of the following was/were economic 
critic/critics of colonialism in India ? 

1. Dadabhai Naoroji
2. G.Subramania Iyer
3. R.C. Dutt

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)
 � Dadabhai Naoroji, G. Subramania Iyer, and 

R.C. Dutt are all notable economic critics 
of colonialism in India. They were among 
the first nationalists to offer an economic 
critique of the British empire. 

 � Early nationalists believed that the free 
trade policy was a major obstacle to rapid 
industrial development. They believed that 
the policy ran India’s handicraft industries 
while forcing modern industries into unfair 
competition. Dutt believed that colonial 
rule led to increased poverty and lower 
wages.

464. The Government of India Act of 1919 
clearly defined:  

(a) The separation of power between the 
judiciary and the legislature.
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(b) The jurisdiction of the central and 
provincial governments.

(c) The powers of the Secretary of State 
for India and the Viceroy

(d) None of the above

Explanation :  (B)

 � The British Government declared for 
the first time on August 20, 1917, that its 
objective was the gradual introduction of 
responsible Government in India.

 � The Government of India Act of 1919 was 
enacted, which came into force in 1921.  

 � This Act is also known as Montagu- 
Chelmsford Reforms (Montagu was the 
Secretary of State for India and Lord 
Chelmsford was the Viceroy of India).

The features of this Act were as follows:

 � It relaxed the central control over the 
provinces by demarcating and separating 
the central and provincial subjects.

 � The central and provincial legislatures were 
authorized to make laws on their respective 
list of subjects.

 � The structure of the government continued 
to be centralized and unitary.

 � It further divided the provincial subjects 
into two parts– 
1. transferred and 
2. reserved.

 � The transferred subjects were to be 
administered by the Governor with the aid 
of Ministers responsible to the legislative 
council.

 � The reserved subjects were to be 
administered by the Governor and his 
executive council without being responsible 
to the legislative council.

 � This dual scheme of governance was known 
as ‘dyarchy’–a term derived from the Greek 
word diarche which means the double rule.

 � It introduced, for the first time, 
bicameralism and direct elections in the 
country. The Indian legislative council 
was replaced by a bicameral legislature 
consisting of an Upper House (Council 
of State) and a Lower House (Legislative 
Assembly).

 � The majority of members of both the 
Houses were chosen by direct election. It 
granted franchises to a limited number of 
people based on property, tax, or education.

 � It required that the three of the six members 
of the Viceroy’s Executive Council (other 
than the Commander-in-Chief) were to be 
Indian.

 � It extended the principle of communal 
representation by providing separate 
electorates for Sikhs, Indian Christians, 
Anglo-Indians, and Europeans.

 � It created a new office of the High 
Commissioner for India in London and 
transferred to him some of the functions 
hitherto performed by the Secretary of 
State for India.

 � It provided for the establishment of a public 
service commission.

 � Hence, a Central Public Service 
Commission was set up in 1926 for 
recruiting civil servants.

 � It separated, for the first time, provincial 
budgets from the Central budget and 
authorized the provincial legislatures to 
enact their budgets.

 � It provided for the appointment of a 
statutory commission to inquire into and 
report on its working after ten years of its 
coming into force.

465. Which one of the following movements 
has contributed to a split in the 
Indian National Congress resulting 
in the emergence of ‘moderates’ and 
‘extremists’?  

(a) Swadeshi Movement
(b) Quit India Movement
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement
(d) Civil Disobedience Movement

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) split 
in 1907 into two groups, radicals and 
moderates, at the Surat session. The split 
was due to differences in their approach to 
British rule. 

 � The moderates opposed boycotts as a form 
of protest in the Swadeshi Movement. They 
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believed that political connections with 
Britain were in India’s interest and that 
the time wasn’t ripe for a direct challenge 
to British rule. The radicals, also known 
as extremists, believed in self-reliance 
as a weapon against domination. They 
promoted Swadeshi and boycott of foreign 
goods.

 � This was the time of Swadeshi Movement.
 � The INC was formed in 1885 and played 

a significant role in India’s freedom 
movement. It split in 1907 and then 
reunited in 1915.  

466. With reference to Rowlatt Satyagraha, 
which of the following statements is/are 
correct ? 

1. The Rowlatt Act was based on the 
recommendations of the ‘Sedition 
Committee’.

2. In Rowlatt Satyagraha, Gandhiji tried 
to utilise the Home Rule League.

3. Demonstrations against the arrival 
of the Simon Commission coincided 
with Rowlatt Satyagraha.

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.

(a) 1 only  
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 2 and 3  
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Demonstration against Simon Commission 
happened in 1928 while Rowlatt act passed 
in 1919. 

 � Mahatma Gandhi used the Home Rule 
League to mobilize support for the Rowlatt 
Satyagraha.

 � Rowlatt Act was based on the 
recommendations of the Sedition 
Committee. The British Indian government 
appointed the Sedition Committee in 1917, 
with Sir Sidney Rowlatt as its president. 
The committee’s recommendations were to 
investigate the “seditious conspiracy” of the 
Indian people.

467. With reference to  Congress  Socialist  
Party, consider the following statements: 

1. It advocated the boycott of British 
goods and evasion of taxes.

2. It wanted to establish the dictatorship 
of the proletariat.

3. It advocated separate electorate for 
minorities and oppressed classes.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct ?

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3  
(d) None

Explanation :  (D)

 � The CSP advocated decentralised socialism 
in which co-operatives, trade unions, 
independent farmers, and local authorities 
would hold a substantial share of the 
economic power.

 � On May 17, 1934, at Patna, with Acharya 
Narendra Dev as president and Jayaprakash 
Narayan (JP) as general secretary, the 
Congress Socialist Party (CSP) was founded 
within the Congress.

 � Their  focus  was  to  attain  independence 
and believed in socialism through 
nationalism.  

 � The CSP promoted a decentralised 
socialist system in which local authorities, 
cooperatives, trade unions, and independent 
farmers would control a sizable portion 
of the economic power. Hence, it did not 
aim to establish the dictatorship of the 
proletariat.  

 � As secularists, they hoped to transcend 
communal divisions through class 
solidarity.  

 � Many people, like Narendra Deva and 
Basawon Singh (Sinha), favoured a 
democratic socialism that was separate 
from both reformist social democracy and 
Marxism.
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468. Who of the following organised a march 
on the Tanjore coast to break the Salt Law 
in April 1930?  

(a) V.O. Chidambaram Pillai
(b) C. Rajagopalachari
(c) K. Kamaraj
(d) Annie Besant

Explanation :  (B)

 � In April 1930, C. Rajagopalachari led a 
march on the Tanjore coast to break the 
salt law. The march was part of the Civil 
Disobedience Movement and was inspired 
by Mahatma Gandhi’s Dandi March. 

 � The march started in Trichinopoly and 
ended in Vedaranniyam, with about 
150 volunteers, most of whom were 
members of the Indian National Congress. 
Rajagopalachari was arrested in April 1930 
for leading the march.

Satyagraha at Different Places:  

1. Tamil Nadu: C Rajagopalachari 
organised a march from Tiruchirapalli 
to Vedaranniyam on Tanjore coast.  

2. Malabar: K. Kelappan known for 
Vailkom Satyagraha organised salt 
marches.  

3. Orissa: Gopal Bandhu Chaudhuri 
organised in Balasore, Cuttack etc.  

4. Bihar: Non chowkidari tax was 
imposed.  

5. Peshawar: Badshah khan/ khan 
Abdul Gaffar Khan(Frontier Gandhi) 
who organised Khudaikhidmatgars 
(red shirts) organised a powerful 
march.  

6. Dharasana: Sarojini Naidu led the 
campaign.  

7. Nagaland: Rani Gaidinliu at the age 
of 13 years raised the banner against 
the British.

469. With reference to the Cabinet Mission, 
which of the following statements is/are 
correct?  
1. It  recommended a federal 

government.

2. It enlarged the powers of the Indian 
courts.

3. It provided for more Indians in the 
ICS.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 3
(d) None

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Cabinet  Mission of  1946 
recommended a federal government for 
India. The mission proposed a federal 
structure with a weak center and strong 
provinces to accommodate the diverse 
interests of India’s communities. The 
central government would have limited 
powers, and the rest would be given to the 
provincial governments. 

 � The Cabinet Mission also proposed 
a Constituent Assembly made up of 
representatives from the Provincial 
Assemblies and the Princely states. Each 
province would be given a number of seats 
based on its population. 

 � A federal government disperses power 
among state and local governments and gives 
citizens more opportunities to participate 
in government. Some argue that a federal 
system is more administratively efficient 
than highly centralized governments.

 � The Cabinet Mission did not address the 
issue of enlarging the powers of Indian 
courts.  

 � However, it did propose a constitutional 
framework for the formation of a 
constituent assembly, which would have 
the power to draft a constitution for an 
independent India

 � The Cabinet Mission proposed that the 
Indian Civil Service (ICS) should be 
Indianized gradually over a period of ten 
years.  

 � The proposal was to increase the number of 
Indians in the ICS to 50% in 10 years.



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official510Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

470. Consider the following statements :  

1. The first woman President of the 
Indian National Congress was Sarojini 
Naidu.

2. The first Muslim President of the 
Indian National Congress was 
Badruddin Tyabji.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Annie Besant became the first woman 
president of the Indian National Congress 
in 1917. Besant was a British socialist, 
women’s rights activist, writer, orator, 
educationist, and philanthropist. She was 
also a strong supporter of Irish and Indian 
self-rule and played a major role in India’s 
independence movement.

 � Badruddin Tyabji was the president of 
the Indian National Congress from 1887 
to 1888. During his time as president, he 
focused on uniting the Muslim community 
and gaining support from both Hindus and 
Muslims. 

 � The Indian National Congress (INC) is a 
political party in India that was founded 
in 1885. The president of the party is 
the party’s national leader, head of the 
party’s organization, head of the Working 
Committee, the chief spokesman, and all 
chief Congress committees. 

 � Rahimtulla M Sayani was the second 
Muslim to serve as president after 
Badruddin Tyabji.

2016

471. The Montague-Chelmsford Proposals 
were related to:  

(a) social reforms
(b) educational reforms
(c) reforms in police administration
(d) constitutional reforms

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Montague-Chelmsford Proposals were 
a set of constitutional reforms introduced 
in 1919.The proposals aimed to introduce 
a system of responsible government in 
British India. 

The proposals included the following key 
provisions:

1. The Imperial Legislative Council 
would consist of two houses: 

i) the Central Legislative Assembly and 
ii) the Council of State.
2. The provinces would follow the Dual 

Government System or dyarchy. 
 � The proposals were introduced by Edwin 

Montagu, the Secretary of State for 
India, after he visited India in 1917 and 
held talks with representatives of Indian 
polity, including Mahatma Gandhi and 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Montagu and 
the Governor-General of India, Lord 
Chelmsford, brought out a detailed report 
titled Constitutional Reforms in India, also 
called the Montagu-Chelmsford Report. 

 � The report went before Cabinet on May 24 
and June 7, 1918 and was embodied in the 
Government of India Act of 1919. The act 
was passed in 1919 when Lloyd George was 
the Prime Minister of England.

472. Satya Shodhak Samaj organized:  

(a) A movement for upliftment of tribals 
in Bihar

(b) A temple-entry movement in Gujarat
(c) An anti-caste movement in 

Maharashtra
(d) A peasant movement in Punjab

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Satya Shodhak Samaj (Truth Seekers’ 
Society) was a social reform society 
founded in 1873 by Jyotirao Phule. The 
organization’s goal was to liberate the lower 
castes from oppression and exploitation. 
The movement aimed to eradicate caste-
based discrimination and promote social 
equality. 
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 � The organization’s leadership consisted of 
members of the lower classes, including 
malis, telis, wearers of saris, kunbis, and 
dhangars. The movement sought to create 
social awareness and promote the ideas of 
equality, liberty, and fraternity. 

 � The upper-caste leaders of Maharashtra 
disliked the Samaj’s friendly relations with 
Christian missionaries and its appeals to 
the British Raj.

Anti-Caste Movement in Maharashtra:  

 � The Satya Shodhak Samaj launched an 
anti-caste movement in Maharashtra to 
combat the social evils of casteism and 
untouchability.  

 � The movement aimed to create social 
awareness among the masses and to 
promote the idea of equality, liberty, and 
fraternity.  

 � The movement challenged the Brahminical 
hegemony and criticized the caste system, 
which had kept the lower castes in a state of 
subjugation for centuries.  

 � It advocated inter-caste marriages and the 
abolition of the caste system. 

 � Jyotirao Phule, the founder of the 
movement, emphasized the need for 
education and economic empowerment of 
the lower castes.  

 � He established schools and educational 
institutions for the education of Dalits and 
other marginalize communities.  

 � He also encouraged them to take up 
vocational training and learn new skills to 
improve their economic condition.  

 � Satya Shodhak Samaj played a pivotal 
role in the social reform movement in 
Maharashtra and inspired many other 
social reformers like B.R. Ambedkar, who 
later became the architect of the Indian 
Constitution.  

 � Satya Shodhak Samaj was a significant 
social reform movement that contributed 
to the upliftment of the oppressed and 
marginalized sections of society.  

 � The anti-caste movement launched by the 
Samaj in Maharashtra challenged the caste 
system and advocated social equality and 

justice.  
 � The movement had a profound impact on 

the social and political landscape of India 
and played a crucial role in the struggle for 
independence and social justice.

473. Consider the following: 

1. Calcutta Unitarian Committee
2. Tabernacle of New Dispensation
3. Indian Reform Association

Keshab Chandra Sen is associated with 
the establishment of which of the above?

(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

Keshab Chandra Sen is associated with 
the following:

•	 Brahmo Samaj: In 1866, Sen led a radical 
group that seceded from the Brahmo 
Samaj and formed their own group, the 
“Bharatvarshiya Brahmo Samaj”.

•	 Indian Reform Association: In 1870, Sen 
formed the Indian Reform Association, 
which sought to legalize Brahmo marriage 
and set the minimum age for marriage.

 � Church of the New Dispensation: In 
1881, Sen founded the Church of the New 
Dispensation (Naba Bidhan) to establish 
the truth of all religions in an institution 
that he believed would replace them all.

•	 Albert College: In 1862, Sen established 
Albert College.

•	 Bethune College for Ladies: Sen 
established Bethune College for Ladies.

•	 The New Dispensation: Sen’s ideology 
evolved over time, and he contributed a 
syncretic religious philosophy known as 
“The New Dispensation”.

•	 Indian Mirror: In addition, Sen owned 
and edited the English-language newspaper 
Indian Mirror, which was published in 
Calcutta in 1862. 
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474. What was the main reason for the split in 
the Indian National Congress at Surat in 
1907?  

(a) Introduction of communalism into 
Indian politics by Lord Minto

(b) Extremists’ lack of faith in the capacity 
of the moderates to negotiate with the 
British Government

(c) Foundation of Muslim League
(d) Aurobindo Ghosh’s inability to the 

elected as the President of the Indian 
National Congress

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Indian National Congress split in 1907 
due to differences in their approach to 
British rule. The two groups formed were 
radicals and moderates. 

 � The moderates opposed boycotts, which 
the radicals supported. The moderates 
believed that boycotts involved the use of 
force, while the radicals were in favor of 
boycotts. 

 � The early nationalists believed in settling 
minor issues with the government through 
deliberations, while the extremists believed 
in agitation, strikes, and boycotts. 

 � The moderates wanted self-rule and greater 
autonomy and accepted nominal British 
rules.

 � The extremists were completely against 
British rule and wanted complete 
independence. The Indian National 
Congress split and reunited in 1915.  

475. The ‘Swadeshi’ and ‘Boycott’ were adopted 
as methods of struggle for the first time 
during the:  

(a) Agitation against the Partition of 
Bengal

(b) Home Rule Movement
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement
(d) Visit of the Simon Commission to 

India

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Swadeshi and Boycott movements 
were first adopted as methods of struggle 

during the anti-partition agitation against 
Bengal in 1905.

 � The Indian National Congress launched the 
Swadeshi movement on August 7, 1905, at 
Calcutta Town Hall, Bengal, in response to 
the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon in 
July 1905. 

The movement’s main goals were to:

1. Protest British colonial policies
2. Foster Indian nationalism, unity, and 

self-sufficiency
3. Boycott British goods 

 � The Swadeshi movement lasted six years 
and continued until 1911. Its chief architects 
include Aurobindo Ghosh, Lokmanya Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak, and Lala Lajpat Rai. 

 � The Swadeshi and Boycott movements 
helped to instill a sense of nationalism 
and self-reliance among Indians, 
and contributed to the growth of the 
independence movement.

476. The plan of Sir Stafford Cripps envisaged 
that after the Second World War:  

(a) India should be granted complete 
independence

(b) India should be partitioned into two 
before granting independence

(c) India should be made a republic with 
the condition that she will join the 
Commonwealth

(d) India should be given Dominion

Explanation :  (D)

 � In 1942, Stafford Cripps, a member of the 
British War Cabinet, was sent to India to 
gain support from political leaders during 
World War II. The Cripps Mission’s plan 
was to grant India Dominion status after 
the war, which would have given India the 
same status as Canada, Australia, and New 
Zealand.

The plan also proposed:

1. A new Indian Union with Dominion 
status

2. Equal treatment to Indians after the 
war
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3. A Constitution-making body for 
India

4. The British monarch as the head of 
state 

 � The Cripps Plan was a compromise between 
the Indian National Congress’s demands 
for complete independence and the British 
desire to retain some control over India. 
The Congress was not convinced with the 
Cripps Proposals’ promise of awarding 
India with a dominion status or allowing 
India to attain self-governance.

2017

477. Who among the following was/were 
associated with the introduction of 
Ryotwari Settlement in India during the 
British Rule? 

1. Lord Cornwallis
2. Alexander Read
3. Thomas Munro

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (C)

 � Thomas Munro and Alexander Read are 
associated with the introduction of the 
Ryotwari Settlement in India during British 
rule. 

 � The Ryotwari system is a land revenue 
system that was introduced by Munro in 
1820 while he was the governor of Madras 
(now Chennai). The system allows the 
government to directly collect revenue 
from cultivators and gives peasants the 
freedom to acquire or give up new land for 
cultivation.

478. The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 provided 
for: 

(a) The participation of workers in the 
management of industries.

(b) Arbitrary powers to the management 
to quell industrial disputes.

(c) An intervention by the British Court 
in the event of a trade dispute.

(d) A system of tribunals and a ban on 
strikes.

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 established 
a system of tribunals to hear and resolve 
trade disputes. The tribunals were made 
up of independent experts, representing 
both employers and employees, and 
were intended to be impartial and fair. 
These tribunals had the power to make 
binding decisions and awards, which were 
enforceable in law. 

 � The main objective of the Trade Disputes 
Act of 1929 was to establish procedures for 
the establishment of Courts of Inquiry and 
Boards of Conciliation. The Act prohibited 
strikes or lock-outs without notice in 
public utility services. It also forbade trade 
union activity of coercive or purely political 
nature and even sympathetic strikes.

479. Consider the following statements:  

1. The Factories Act, 1881 was passed 
with a view to fix the wages of 
industrial workers and to allow the 
workers to form trade unions.

2. N. M. Lokhande was a pioneer in 
organizing the labour movement in 
British India.

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Factories Act, 1881 was passed to 
regulate working conditions in factories, 
ensure the health and safety of workers, 
and fix the working hours of women and 
children. The act did not mention fixed 
wages or the formation of trade unions. 
The act’s other provisions include:

1. One hour of rest during working 
hours
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2. Fencing of dangerous machinery
3. Prohibition of employment of 

children under seven years
4. Reduced working hours for children 

below 12 years
5. Four days leave in a month
6. Working hours restricted to 9 hours 

per day for children
7. Children under 18 must not work at 

night (i.e. after 8:30 p.m. and before 
5:30 a.m.)

8. Children (ages 9–12) are limited to 48 
hours per week 

 � The Factories Act, 1881 was passed by the 
Governor General of India in Council on 
March 15, 1881.  

 � Narayan Meghaji Lokhande (1848-1897) 
is known as the pioneer of the labor 
movement in India. He is also known as 
the “Father of the Trade Union Movement 
in India”. 

 � In 1890, Lokhande founded the Bombay 
Mill Hands Association, the first trade 
union in India. The association was created 
to improve the working conditions of 
mill workers in Bombay, who were often 
exploited by their employers. Lokhande is 
also known for his initiatives on caste and 
communal issues.

480. In the context of Indian history, the 
principle of ‘dyarchy (diarchy)’ refers to:  

(a) Division of the central Legislature 
into two houses.

(b) Introductions of double Government 
i.e., central and Statement 
governments.

(c) Having two sets of rulers; One in 
London and another in Delhi.

(d) Division of the subjects delegated to 
the provinces into two categories.

Explanation :  (D)

 � In the context of Indian history, the 
principle of dyarchy refers to the division 
of subjects delegated to the provinces into 
two categories. The Government of India 
Act (1919) introduced the dyarchy system 

of double government for the provinces of 
British India. 

The act divided subjects into two 
categories:

1. Reserved: Included finance, irrigation, 
law and order, and land revenue

2. Transferred: Included local 
government, health, education, 
excise, and industry 

 � The governor would serve as the province’s 
executive head, in charge of the reserved 
list along with his executive councillors. 

 � Dyarchy is a constitutional reform 
introduced by Edwin Samuel Montagu in 
1919. It was the first time that the democratic 
principle was introduced into the executive 
branch of the British administration of 
India. Dyarchy led to India’s full provincial 
autonomy in 1935 and independence in 
1947.  

481. The object of the Butler Committee of 
1927 was to: 

(a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central 
and Provincial Governments.

(b) Define the powers of the Secretary of 
State for India.

(c) Impose censorship on national press.
(d) Improve the relationship between the 

Government of India and the Indian 
States.

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Butler Committee of 1927, also known 
as the Indian States Committee, was 
appointed to investigate and clarify the 
relationship between the British Raj and the 
rulers of Princely States. The committee’s 
main objective was to improve the 
relationship between the Government of 
India and the Indian States. The committee 
submitted its report in 1929.  

 � The Indian leaders felt that the British 
Government of India was not doing enough 
to protect the interests of the Indian States 
and that the relationship between the two 
was strained.  
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 � The committee was chaired by Sir Harcourt 
Butler, a former Governor of the United 
Provinces, and included members from 
both India and Britain.  

 � The committee submitted its report in 1928, 
which recommended a number of changes 
to improve the relationship between the 
British Government of India and the Indian 
States.  

•	 Some of the recommendations made by 
the Butler Committee were: The creation 
of a new department to deal with the affairs 
of the Indian States.  

 � The appointment of a Commissioner for 
Indian States to oversee the relationship 
between the British Government of India 
and the Indian States.  

 � The establishment of a council of Indian 
princes to advise the British Government 
of India on matters relating to the Indian 
States.  

 � The granting of more autonomy to the 
Indian States in matters such as education, 
health, and public works.  

 � Overall, the Butler Committee’s 
recommendations were aimed at  
improving the relationship between the 
British Government of India and the Indian 
States and giving the Indian States more 
autonomy in their affairs.  

 � The committee’s recommendations were 
implemented in the Government of 
India Act of 1935, which gave the Indian 
States more autonomy and created a new 
department to deal with the affairs of the 
Indian States.

 � The committee was appointed by Lord 
Irwin, the viceroy of India in 1927. The 
committee consisted of Sir Harcourt Butler, 
Prof. W.S. Holdsworth, and S.C. Peel.

482. With reference to Indian freedom 
struggle, consider the following events:  

1. Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy
2. Quit India Movement launched
3. Second Round Table Conference

What is the correct chronological 
sequence of the above events?

(a) 1-2-3
(b) 2-1-3
(c) 3-2-1
(d) 3-1-2

Explanation :  (C) 

1. Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy -1946 
2. Quit India Movement launched - 

1942 
3. Second Round Table Conference - 

1931

483. Consider the following pairs:  

1. Radhakanta Deb – first President of 
the British Indian Association

2. Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty – 
founder of the Madras Mahajan Sabha

3. Surendranath Banerjee – Founder of 
the Indian Association

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly 
matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Radhakanta Deb was the first president of 
the British Indian Association, established 
in Kolkata, India on October 29, 1851. He 
held the position until his death. 

 � The British Indian Association was formed 
by merging the Bengal British India Society 
and the Landholders’ Society in 1851. The 
association’s goal was to convey Indian 
grievances to the British government. The 
association’s ideology was spread through 
the newspaper Hindu Patriot. 

The association’s recommendations 
included :

1. Establishing a separate legislature
2. Separating judicial functions from 

executive functions
3. Reducing the salaries of higher officers
4.  Abolishing charges like Akbari, salt 

duty, and stamp duties



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official516Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

 � The Madras Mahajana Sabha was founded 
in 1884 by M. Veeraraghavachariar, G. 
Subramania Iyer, and P. Ananda Charlu. 
The organization was a regional political 
group and a precursor to the Indian 
National Congress. The Madras Mahajana 
Sabha’s objectives were to free India from 
British rule and address Indian issues. 

 � The Madras Mahajana Sabha was formerly 
known as the Madras Native Association, 
which was established in 1849 by Gazulu 
Lakshminarasu Chetty. The Madras Native 
Association’s main goal was to demand 
reforms in British administration and to 
protest any injustice done to Indians.

 � Surendranath Banerjee and Ananda 
Mohan Bose founded the Indian National 
Association, also known as the Indian 
Association, in 1876. The association was 
the first openly nationalist organization in 
British India. 

 � The association’s objectives were to 
“promote the political, intellectual, and 
material advancement of the people by 
every legitimate means”. The association 
was a preparatory agent for the Indian 
National Congress. 

 � The association was a nationalist political 
group that supported local self-government. 
It rivaled the British Indian Association, 
which it considered a reactionary body of 
landlords and industrialists. The association 
spread beyond Bengal to other parts of 
India but remained Bengali in character.

2018

484. Which one of the following statements 
does not apply to the system of Subsidiary 
Alliance introduced by Lord Wellesley? 

(a) To maintain a large standing army at 
others expense

(b) To keep India safe from Napoleonic 
danger

(c) To secure a fixed income for the 
Company

(d) To establish British paramountcy over 
the Indian States

Explanation :  (C)

 � The statement “To secure a fixed income 
for the Company” does not apply to the 
system of Subsidiary Alliance introduced 
by Lord Wellesley. 

The Subsidiary Alliance system had 
several objectives, including:

1. To establish British paramountcy over 
the Indian States

2. To secure a fixed income for the 
British East India Company

3. To keep India safe from the threat of 
the Napoleonic danger 

 � The Subsidiary Alliance system is a policy 
of direct interference in the internal affairs 
of the allied state. The system involves 
Indian rulers not being allowed to have 
their independent armed forces. The 
Company army protects the Indian state, 
but the ruler has to pay for the “subsidiary 
forces”. If an Indian ruler fails to make the 
payment, then part of his territory is taken 
away as penalty.

Order in which the Indian States entered 
into Subsidiary Alliances :

1. Hyderabad (1798)
2. Mysore (1799 – After Tipu Sultan was 

defeated in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore 
War)

3. Tanjore (1799)
4. Awadh (1801)
5. Peshwa (Marathas) (1802)
6. Scindia (Marathas) (1803)
7. Gaekwad (Marathas) (1803)

485. Economically, one of the results of the 
British rule in India in the 19th century 
was the: 

(a) Increase in the export of Indian 
handicrafts

(b) Growth in the number of Indian 
owned factories

(c) Commercialization of Indian 
agriculture

(d) Rapid  increase in the urban 
population

Explanation :  (C)
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 � The commercialization of Indian 
agriculture was one of the economic results 
of British rule in the 19th century. 

 � The British government introduced cash 
crops like opium and indigo to force 
farmers to grow them. These crops were 
exported to Britain as raw materials 
for British factories. Other commercial 
crops introduced include tea, coffee, 
jute, sugarcane, oilseeds, black pepper, 
and silk. The British government also 
controlled most commercial plantations 
and transactions. 

The commercialization of Indian 
agriculture had significant economic 
consequences:

1. The spread of the market system
2. Reduced self-sufficiency in food
3. Increased dependence on cash crops
4. Contributed to poverty and famines
5. Negatively affected Indian industries 

and handicrafts
6. Destroyed domestic factories 
7. Reduced urban population

486. The staple commodities of export by 
the English East Indian Company from 
Bengal in the middle of the 18th century 
were 

(a) Raw cotton, oil-seeds and opium
(b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead
(c) Copper, silver, gold, spices and tea
(d) Cotton, silk, saltpeter and opium

Explanation :  (D)

 � Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium were 
the staple ‘commodities of export’ by the 
‘English East India Company’ from ‘Bengal’ 
in the middle of the eighteenth century.

 � The East India Company was the first to 
start trading in India to fetch revenues for 
smooth running of lives. 

 � With leadership quality and ability to think 
in a creative manner, it was able to reach 
its goal.

487. In the Federation established by the 
Government of India Act of 1935, 
residuary powers were given to the: 

(a) Federal Legislature
(b) Governor General
(c) Provincial Legislature
(d) Provincial Governors

Explanation :  (B)

Residuary powers :

 � These are the powers that a government 
authority retains after delegating certain 
powers to other authorities. These powers 
are not mentioned in any subject of the 
constitution.

 � The Government of India Act of 1935 gave 
residuary powers to the Governor General 
to ensure that the central government 
could make laws on matters not assigned to 
the provinces. 

 � Residuary powers are powers that are not 
prohibited or explicitly given by law to any 
government body. They are given because 
it is impractical to detail every act allowed 
to be carried out by the state in legislation. 

 � Residuary powers ensure that there are no 
ambiguities or overlaps in the jurisdiction 
of various authorities. They also act as a 
safeguard to prevent any gaps in governance.

These powers included:

1. Establishing an All-India Federation
2. Provincial autonomy, with a 

Government responsible to an elected 
legislature

3. Redistribution of provinces and the 
creation of two new provinces

 � In conclusion, the Government of India 
Act of 1935 assigned the residuary powers 
to the Governor General to ensure that the 
central government had the power to make 
laws on matters that were not specifically 
assigned to the provinces.  

 � This helped in maintaining the balance of 
power between the central and provincial 
governments.
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488. After the Santhal Uprising subsided, what 
was/were the measure/measures taken by 
the colonial government?  

1. The territories called ‘Santhal 
Paraganas’ were created.

2. It became illegal for a Santhal to 
transfer land to a non-Santhal.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Santhal Pargana was created in 
1855 as a result of the Santhal Hul or 
Rebellion of 1854-55. The rebellion was 
led by the brothers Sido and Kanu, and 
was the first peasant revolt in India. The 
rebellion is thought to have been caused 
by the introduction of the Permanent Land 
Settlement of 1793. 

 � The Santhal Pargana was created by ceding 
5,500 square miles from the districts of 
Bhagalpur and Birbhum. The Santhal 
Pargana was part of the Bengal Presidency 
and the undivided Bihar state.

 � In 1876, the British passed the Santhal 
Parganas Tenancy Act, which made it illegal 
for a Santhal to transfer land to a non-
Santhal. The act was passed in response to 
the Santhal rebellion of 1855 against the 
colonial government’s feudal land tenure 
systems.

 � The act’s purpose is to protect the land 
rights of the Santhal community, which are 
being threatened by the encroachment of 
non-Santhal communities on their land. 

The act has several features that 
differentiate it from most other tenancy 
laws in India:

1. Section 20 mandates that most of the 
land in the division is non-transferable 
by all means other than inheritance.

2. Section 42 empowers the sub-
divisional officer (SDO) to evict any 

illegal possessor of agricultural land 
within their subdivision.

489. Which one of the following is a very 
significant aspect of the Champaran 
Satyagraha? 

(a) Active all-India participation of 
lawyers, students and women in the 
National Movement

(b) Active involvement of  Dalit and 
Tribal communities of India in the 
National Movement

(c) Joining of peasant unrest to India’s 
National Movement

(d) Drastic decrease in the cultivation 
of plantation crops and commercial 
crops

Explanation :  (C)

 � A significant aspect of the Champaran 
Satyagraha (1917) is the joining of peasant 
unrest to India’s national movement. 

 � The Champaran Satyagraha is about the 
Tinkathia system, in which European 
planters force peasants to grow indigo on 
3/20 of the total land. Gandhi convinced 
the authorities to end the system, and 
the demand was accepted with 25% 
compensation. 

Other important leaders associated with 
the Champaran Satyagraha include:

1. Rajendra Prasad
2. Mazhar-ul-Haq
3. Narahari Parekh
4. JB Kriplani
5. Mahadev Desai
6. Brajkishore Prasad
7. Anugrah Narayan Sinha
8. Ramnavmi Prasad
9. Shambhusharan Varma

490. In 1920, which of the following changed 
its name to “Swarajya Sabha”? 

(a) All India Home Rule League
(b) Hindu Mahasabha
(c) South Indian Liberal Federation
(d) The Servants of India Society
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Explanation :  (A)

 � In 1920, the All India Home Rule League 
changed its name to Swarajya Sabha. The 
All India Home Rule League’s last meeting 
in 1920 ended with the election of Mahatma 
Gandhi as its president. The league also 
merged with the Indian National Congress 
within a year. 

 � The Swarajya Sabha was led by freedom 
fighters like Annie Besant and Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak.

Hindu Mahasabha :

 � It is a political organization and Hindu 
nationalist organization in India. It was 
formed in the early 20th century to protect 
the interests of Hindus and establish a 
Hindu Rashtra in India. The organization’s 
basis is religious and cultural philosophy of 
Hinduism. 

 � The Hindu Mahasabha was first established 
in the Punjab before 1914.  It became active 
in the 1920s under the leadership of Pandit 
Mohan Malaviya (1861–1946) and Lala 
Rajpat Rai (1865–1928). The Mahasabha 
functioned mainly as a pressure group 
advocating the interests of orthodox 
Hindus before the British Raj and within 
the Indian National Congress. 

 � The Hindu Mahasabha is rarely 
acknowledged as an important influence on 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

The South Indian Liberal Federation :

 � It is also known as the Justice Party, was a 
political party in British India’s Madras 
Presidency.  It was founded on November 
20, 1916, by Dr. C. Natesa Mudaliar and T. 
M. Nair. The party’s goal was to promote the 
interests of non-Brahmin Caste Hindus. 

 � The Justice Party’s first publication, 
Justice, was released on February 26, 1917. 
The Tamil publication Dravidan began 
publishing in June. 

 � In 1938, the Justice Party merged with 
another entity under Periyar’s leadership. In 
1944, the merged entity changed its name 
to Dravidar Kazhagam.

The Servants of India Society :

 � It is also known as Bharat Sevak Samaj, 
was founded in 1905 by Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale. The society’s purpose was to unite 
and train people of different religions and 
ethnicities in welfare work. It was the first 
secular organization in India to focus on 
social issues, emergency aid, literacy, and 
disadvantaged populations. 

 � The society’s campaigns promoted 
education, sanitation, health care, 
and protection from domestic abuse. 
It also fought against social evils like 
untouchability, discrimination, alcoholism, 
and poverty. The society’s work helped unite 
people during the Indian Independence 
movement.

491. Regarding Wood’s Dispatch, which of the 
following statements are true? 

1. Grants-in-Aid system was introduced.
2. Establishment of universities was 

recommended.
3. English as a medium of instruction 

at all levels of education was 
recommended.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Sir Charles Wood’s 1854 Dispatch 
introduced a system of grants-in-aid. 
The Dispatch also led to the creation 
of a separate education administration 
department in each province and the 
founding of the universities of Calcutta, 
Bombay, and Madras in 1857. 

The Dispatch also recommended:

1. English as the medium of instruction 
for higher studies and vernaculars at 
the school level

2. Secular education in government 
institutions Continued government 
support of women’s education



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official520Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

3. Teacher training programs in every 
province

4. Engineering, medicine, and law 
training for teachers in special schools

5. A system of grants-in-aid to encourage 
private enterprise 

 � The Dispatch also recommended that the 
universities be modeled after the University 
of London and that they establish 
departments of Arabic, Sanskrit, and 
Persian, as well as law and civil engineering.

492. Which of the following led to the 
introduction of English Education in 
India?  

1. Charter Act of 1813
2. General Committee of Public 

Instruction, 1823
3. Orientalist and Anglicist Controversy.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � The English Education Act of 1835 was a 
legislative act that led to the introduction 
of English as a medium of instruction in 
higher education in India. The act also 
stopped the promotion of oriental schools 
and incorporated English textbooks into 
the school curriculum. 

 � The act was a result of a decision made 
by Lord William Bentinck, the Governor-
General of British India, in 1835. The act 
reallocated funds that the British Parliament 
required the East India Company to spend 
on education and literature in India. 

Other factors that played a significant role 
in the introduction of English education 
in India include:

1. The Charter Act of 1813
2. The General Committee of Public 

Instruction

3. The Orientalist and Anglicist 
Controversy 

 � The Charter Act of 1813 is considered the 
foundation stone of the English Education 
System in India. The act continued the 
British East India Company’s rule in India 
and provided for the company to invest one 
lakh rupees annually on the education of 
Indians. 

 � The British introduced western education 
in India because they needed educated 
Indians to help with the regular work 
of administration. The introduction of 
western education led to the birth of 
nationalism based on western ideals among 
educated Indians.

493. With reference to educational institutions 
during colonial rule in India, consider 
the following pairs: Institution Founder:  

1. Sanskrit College at Benaras - William 
Jones

2. Calcutta Madrasa - Warren Hastings
3. Fort William College - Arthur 

Wellesley

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 only

Explanation :  (B)

 � Calcutta Madrasa was set up by Warren 
Hastings in 1781 for the study and learning 
of Persian and Arabic.

 � In 1791, Jonathan Duncan opened Sanskrit 
College at Banaras for the understanding 
of the laws, literature, and religion of the 
Hindus.

 � The Fort William College was set up by 
Lord Wellesley in 1800 for the training 
of the civil servants of the company in 
vernacular languages and customs of India. 
Hence, Pair 3 is INCORRECTLY matched.
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494. He wrote biographies of Mazzini, 
Garibaldi, Shivaji and Shrikrishna; stayed 
in America for some time, and was also 
elected to the Central Assembly. He was 

(a) Aurobindo Ghosh
(b) Bipin Chandra Pal
(c) Lala Lajpat Rai
(d) Motilal Nehru

Explanation :  (C)

 � Lala Lajpat Rai is the answer to this 
question. He was an Indian freedom 
fighter, writer, and nationalist leader. He 
wrote biographies of Garibaldi, Mazzini, 
Shivaji, Dayanand, and Shri Krishna. His 
biographies of Garibaldi, Shivaji, and 
Mazzini were published in 1896. 

 � In 1896, he also wrote a series of books in 
Urdu called Great Men of the World. 

 � Rai was an active member of the Indian 
National Congress and a member of the 
British Labour party. In 1916, he founded 
the Indian Home Rule League in the US. In 
1920, he was elected President of the Indian 
National Congress.

495. Which among the following events 
happened earliest?  

(a) Swami Dayanand established Arya 
Samaj.

(b) Dinabandhu Mitra wrote Neeldarpan
(c) Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 

wrote Anandmath.
(d) Satyendranath Tagore became the 

first Indian to succeed in the Indian 
Civil Services Examination.

Explanation :  (B)

The earliest event is Dinabandhu Mitra 
writing Neel Darpan in 1858:

Dinabandhu Mitra :

 � Wrote Neel Darpan, a Bengali play that 
protests British rule in India. The play is 
based on the Indigo revolt of 1859, when 
farmers refused to sow indigo in protest of 
working conditions.

Swami Dayanand Saraswati :
 � Founded Arya Samaj in 1875. Arya Samaj is 

a Hindu reform movement that emphasizes 
the Vedas and rejects idol worship and the 
caste system.

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay :

 � Wrote Anandmath in 1882. 
Satyendranath Tagore :

 � Became the first Indian to pass the Indian 
Civil Services Examination in 1863.  

2019
496. Which one of the following groups of 

plants was domesticated in the ‘New 
World’ and introduced into the ‘Old 
World’? 

(a) Tobacco, cocoa and rubber
(b) Tobacco, cotton and rubber
(c) Cotton, coffee and sugarcane
(d) Rubber, coffee and wheat

Explanation :  (A)

 � Tobacco, cocoa, and rubber are plants that 
were domesticated in the New World and 
introduced into the Old World. The New 
World is the Americas, and the Old World 
is Europe, Africa, and Asia. Europeans 
introduced these plants to the Old World 
through the Columbian Exchange in the 
late medieval or early modern era. 

Other plants that were domesticated in 
the New World include:

1. Grains and pseudograins: Maize, 
amaranth, wild rice, and quinoa

2. Other plants: Sunflower, cashew, 
rubber, and other New World crops 

 � The “magic eight” ingredients are potatoes, 
tomatoes, corn, beans, squash, chili, cacao, 
and vanilla. These ingredients were found 
in the Americas before 1492 and were taken 
to the Old World through the Columbian 
Exchange, transforming the cuisine there.

497. Consider the following statements about 
‘the Charter Act of 1813’:  

1. It ended the trade monopoly of the 
East India Company in India except 
for trade in tea and trade with China.
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2. It asserted the sovereignty of the 
British Crown over the Indian 
territories held by the Company.

3. The revenues of India were now 
controlled by the British Parliament.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � The Charter Act of 1813 ended the 
British East India Company’s commercial 
monopoly in India, except for the trade in 
tea and opium and the trade with China. The 
Act also extended the company’s rule for 
another 20 years and asserted the Crown’s 
sovereignty over British possessions in 
India. 

 � The Charter Act of 1813 also stated that the 
Company should invest ₹1 Lakh every year 
in the education of Indians. This helped 
boost financial grants towards education, 
eventually promoting the knowledge 
of Science and Indian literature among 
students.

 � The Charter Act of 1813, also known 
as the East India Company Act 1813, 
asserted the British Crown’s sovereignty 
over the Indian territories held by the East 
India Company. The act also ended the 
company’s trade monopoly in India, except 
for tea and trade with China. The act also 
required the company to open up India to 
Christian missionaries and gave the British 
Parliament control over India’s revenues.

498. With reference to Swadeshi Movement 
consider the following statements:  
1. It contributed to the revival of 

the indigenous artisan crafts and 
industries.

2. The National Council of Education 
was established as a part of the 
Swadeshi Movement.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (C)

 � The Swadeshi movement was a mass 
movement that lasted from 1905–1908. It 
was a response to the British government’s 
decision to partition Bengal in 1905.

 � The movement’s name comes from the idea 
of using products and services from one’s 
own country. 

The movement’s goals were to:

1. Boycott British goods and institutions
2. Buy Indian products
3. Support indigenous industries
4. Promote traditional crafts
5. Promote national education
6. Improve the country’s economic and 

political conditions 
 � The movement also helped to shape Indian 

nationalism and instill a strong sense of 
nationalism and self-confidence in Indian 
people. Its impact can still be felt in India’s 
economic policies and social structures 
today.

 � National Council of Education (NCE) was 
established in 1906 as part of the Swadeshi 
Movement. The NCE was founded by 
Indian nationalists like Satish Chandra 
Mukherjee, Rabindranath Tagore, and 
Aurobindo Ghosh.

The NCE’s goals were to:

1. Promote science and technology as 
part of the swadeshi industrialization 
movement

2. Promote education in India, Develop 
a national system of education

3. Promote physical and moral education
4. Provide for denominational religious 

education
5. Emphasize knowledge like literature, 

history, and philosophy
6. Incorporate with the best Oriental 

ideals of life and thought 
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 � The NCE established the Bengal National 
College and Bengal Technical Institute, 
which later merged to form Jadavpur 
University. The NCE also spawned most of 
the national schools in Bengal, particularly 
in East Bengal.

499. With reference to the British colonial 
rule in India, consider the following 
statements: 

1. Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental 
in the abolition of the system of 
‘indentured labour’.

2. In  Lord  Chelmsford’s War  
Conference, Mahatma Gandhi did not 
support the resolution on recruiting 
Indians for World War.

3. Consequent upon the breaking of 
the Salt Law by the Indian people, 
the Indian National Congress was 
declared illegal by the colonial rulers.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental in the 
abolition of the indentured labor system 
in the British Empire in 1917, after India 
became independent. 

 � Political activism began in South Africa, 
where Gandhi sought to draw attention to 
the poor conditions of indentured workers. 
After returning to India, he got involved in 
the nationalist struggle to end the indenture 
system. 

 � Indentured servitude is a form of labor 
where a person is contracted to work 
without salary for a specific number 
of years. The contract can be entered 
voluntarily for compensation or debt 
repayment, or imposed involuntarily as a 
judicial punishment.

 � In Lord Chelmsford’s ‘War Conference’, 
Mahatma Gandhi supported the resolution 

on recruiting Indians for World War.
 � In order to gain the trust of the empire and 

to attain swaraj, he supported resolution 
recruiting Indians in the army for World 
War I.

 � In January 1932, the British colonial 
government in India declared the Indian 
National Congress (INC) illegal and 
arrested its key leaders, including Mahatma 
Gandhi. This was in response to the 
intensifying civil disobedience movement 
against British rule. 

 � On April 6, 1930, Gandhiji broke Salt laws 
at Dandi. The police used their usual brutal 
methods in dealing with the breakers of 
the salt law. Some newspapers which were 
threatened with censorship suspended 
publication.

500. Consider the following pairs: 

Movement Organization Leader
1. All India Anti- 

touchability
 Mahatma 

Gandhi
Untouchability 

League
2. All India 

Kisan Sabha

 Swami 
Sahajanand

Kisan Sabha 
Saraswati

3. Self-

Respect 

Movement

E. V. 
Ramaswami

Movement  
Naicker

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

•	 The All India Anti-Untouchability League 
:

 � It is a non-profit organization founded by 
Mahatma Gandhi in 1932. The organization’s 
goal was to end untouchability in India 
through truth and nonviolence. 

 � The organization is also known as the 
Harijan Sevak Sangh.

The Harijan Sevak Sangh’s objectives 
were to:



Delhi UPSC Secrets t.me/DelhiUpscSecrets_official524Download 
Our App

PRELIMS MADE EASY - I MODERN HISTORY

1. End untouchability in Hindu society
2. End the incidental evils and 

disabilities suffered by the so-called 
untouchables 

 � The organization is headquartered at 
Kingsway Camp in Delhi, with branches in 
26 states across India.

 � Sahajanand Saraswati founded the All India 
Kisan Sabha (AIKS) in 1936. The AIKS 
is the farmers’ wing of the Communist 
Party of India. The AIKS was formed to 
address the problems of farmers against the 
zamindari system. 

 � The AIKS’s agenda had a strong influence 
on the Congress manifesto for the 1937 
provincial elections. As the movement 
moved away from the Congress, it was more 
dominated by Socialists and Communists. 
By May 1942, the Communist Party of 
India (CPI) had gained control of the AIKS 
in every state of India, including Bengal. 

 � The AIKS was formed at the Indian National 
Congress’s Lucknow session in April 1936.  

The AIKS’s features included:

1. A kisan manifesto
2. A periodical launched under the 

direction of Indulal Yagnik
 � E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker, also known 

as Periyar, founded the Self-Respect 
Movement in 1925. The movement’s goal 
was to create a rational society without 
religion, caste, or god, and to give equal 
human rights to oppressed castes. 
Periyar was a vocal critic of texts like the 
Mahabharata, Ramayana, and Manusmriti, 
which he believed were used to subjugate 
women and reinforce the caste system. 

 � Periyar is also known as the “Father of the 
Dravidian movement”. The Self-Respect 
Movement and Dravidar Kazhagam were 
both started by Periyar. Many political 
parties in Tamil Nadu, including the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) 
and All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (AIADMK), have their origins 
in the Self-Respect Movement. 

 � In 1968, the state of Tamil Nadu legalized 
the Self-Respect Marriage Law, also known 

as Suyamariyathai. This law allows two 
Hindus to marry without a Brahmin priest 
or elaborate rituals, in the presence of 
friends or relatives. The first self-respect 
marriage took place in 1928, officiated by 
Periyar himself. Periyar encouraged inter-
caste marriages based on equality and 
respect.

501. With reference to Indian National 
Movement, consider the following pairs:  

Person Position held
1. Sir 
Tej 
    Bahadur 

 President, All India Sapru 
Liberal Federation

2. K. 
C.    
    Neogy 

Member, The Constituent 
Assembly

3. P. C. 
Joshi 

General Secretary, 
Communist Party of India

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (D)

 � Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru (1875 - 1949) was 
the leader of the Liberal party in British-
ruled India. He was a lawyer, politician, and 
freedom fighter who helped draft the Indian 
Constitution. He also collaborated with 
Congress on several freedom movements, 
including the Quit India, Salt Satyagraha, 
and Non-Cooperation Movements. 

 � In 1945, Sapru’s Sapru Committee Report 
recommended the establishment of a 
constitution-making body that would 
equally represent Muslims and Hindus. 
The report also rejected separate electorates 
for Muslims and instead proposed joint 
electorates with reserved seats.

 � Kshitish Chandra Neogy (1888–1970), 
also known as KC Neogy, was an Indian 
politician from West Bengal. He was a 
member of the Constituent Assembly 
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of India, member of the first Cabinet of 
independent India and the chairman of the 
first Finance Commission of India.

 � Puran Chand Joshi was the general 
secretary of the Communist Party of India 
(CPI) from 1935 to 1947. Joshi was an early 
leader of India’s communist movement. In 
December 1947, the leftist group around 
BTR won control over the CPI’s Central 
Committee.

2020

502. With reference to the history of India, 
consider the following pairs: 

1. Aurang - In-charge of treasury of the 
State

2. Banian - Indian agent of the East 
India Company

3. Mirasidar - Designated revenue payer 
to the State

Which of the pairs given above is/are 
correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Aurang is a Persian term that refers to a 
warehouse or workshop. It is a place where 
goods are collected before being sold. 

 � In the 1820s, many warehouses or aurangs 
of Indian woven cloth were abolished as 
British textiles became more competitive.

 � Banians (banias) were agents of the 
company. “A Banyan is a person by whom 
the English gentlemen in general conduct 
all their business.

 � He is interpreter, head book-keeper, head 
secretary, head broker, the supplier of 
cash and cash-keeper, and in general also 
secretkeeper.

 � In the history of India, a mirasidar is a 
landholder or landlord who is responsible 
for collecting and paying revenue to the 
state. Mirasidars are designated revenue 
payers to the state, particularly in the Tamil 

regions of South India. 
 � Mirasidars have hereditary rights to the 

land, known as mirasi rights. Under 
the ryotwari settlement system, the 
government recognizes mirasidars as the 
sole proprietors of land, dismissing tenants’ 
rights. 

 � Mirasidars were responsible for collecting 
revenue from a particular area and paying 
it to the state during the Mughal period. 

 � Mirasidars are a handful of village elites 
who often belong to Brahman and other 
high castes. They assert their rights of 
ownership over the land of the entire village 
and control village affairs.

503. Which of the following statements 
correctly explain the impact of the 
Industrial Revolution on India during 
the first half of the nineteenth century?  

(a) Indian handicrafts were ruined.
(b) Machines were introduced in the 

Indian textile industry in large 
numbers.

(c) Railway lines were laid in many parts 
of the country

(d) Heavy duties were imposed on the 
imports of British manufactures

Explanation :  (A)

The Industrial Revolution in India :

 � It began in the mid-19th century, during 
British colonial rule. It was primarily 
focused on the textile industry, with the 
establishment of mills and factories in cities 
like Mumbai and Ahmedabad. 

 � The Industrial Revolution was a period of 
scientific and technological development in 
the 18th century that transformed largely 
rural, agrarian societies into industrialized, 
urban ones. The invention of machines 
reduced the need for manpower and led to 
the development of the factory system. 

Factors that led to the Industrial 
Revolution in India include:

1. Growing demand
2. Availability of raw materials
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3. Advancements in transportation
4. British colonial rule 

 � The Industrial Revolution entered India in 
1854 when Bombay opened its first steam-
powered cotton mill in Asia. Initially, the 
growth was slow, and the expansion of 
these modernised cotton mills was not 
done until the 1870s and 1880s. 

 � Industrialization is the process of 
transforming the economy of a nation or 
region from a focus on agriculture to a 
reliance on manufacturing. Mechanized 
methods of mass production are an 
essential component of this transition.

The Industrial Revolution had many 
impacts on India in the first half of the 
nineteenth century:

1. Handicrafts :

 � The influx of cheap, machine-made British 
goods into the Indian market severely 
impacted the traditional Indian handicrafts 
industry. Indian artisans could not compete 
with the price and volume of goods 
produced by the mechanized industries 
of Britain. Handloom weavers in India 
suffered greatly due to this.

2. Textiles :

 � Indian textiles now had to face stiff 
competition from English textiles in the 
European and American markets. Heavy 
duties were imposed on imported Indian 
textiles in Britain.

3. New industries :

 � New industries also started emerging in 
India, such as cotton and jute mills, iron 
and steel plants, chemical plants, cement 
plants, and mining industries.

504. Indigo cultivation in India declined by 
the beginning of the 20th century because 
of 

(a) Peasant resistance to the oppressive 
conduct of planters

(b) Its unprofitability in the world market 
because of new inventions

(c) National leaders’ opposition to the 
cultivation of indigo

(d) Government control over the planters

Explanation :  (B)

Indigo cultivation in India declined by 
the beginning of the 20th century due to 
several reasons, including:

1. Unprofitability :

 � The invention of synthetic dyes reduced the 
global demand for natural indigo, lowering 
its price and making it less profitable for 
farmers and traders.

2. Inventions :

 � New inventions have made indigo 
cultivation unprofitable in the world 
market.

3. Revolts :

 � Farmers’ revolts and the oppressive 
zamindari system have had some negative 
impacts on indigo farming.

4. Government control :

 � Government control over planters is also a 
reason for the decline.

505. With reference to the history of India, 
“Ulgulan” or the Great Tumult is the 
description of which of the following 
events? 

(a) The Revolt of 1857
(b) The Mappila Rebellion of 1921
(c) The Indigo Revolt of 1859 – 60
(d) Birsa Munda’s Revolt of 1899-1900

Explanation :  (D)

 � “Ulgulan” or the Great Tumult is the 
description of the Munda Rebellion, a 19th 
century tribal rebellion led by Birsa Munda. 
The rebellion took place in the region south 
of Ranchi in 1899-1900 and aimed to drive 
away the British and establish Munda Raj. 

 � The rebellion was a response to land 
encroachment and forced conversion 
practices. The movement also sought to 
restore the traditional land rights of the 
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tribals, which had been eroded by British 
land revenue policies and the activities of 
Christian missionaries. 

 � The tribal population in the region 
was already reeling under the effects of 
drought and famine, and was subjected 
to further exploitation, which led to 
their disenchantment with the British 
administration. 

 � The Munda Rebellion is also the subject of 
the 1977 historical fiction novel Aranyer 
Adhikar (Right to the Forest) by writer-
activist Mahasweta Devi.

The Indigo Revolt :

 � It is also known as the Indigo Rebellion, 
was a peasant movement that took place 
in Bengal in 1859-60. The revolt was a 
violent rebellion by farmers against the 
British planters who controlled the indigo 
industry. The revolt began in the Nadia 
district in 1859 and spread to other districts 
in the 1860s. 

 � The Indigo Revolt was a result of the British 
East India Company’s efforts to increase the 
demand for indigo to make blue cloth in 
Britain. The British forced farmers to grow 
indigo, which they received an advance 
amount for in exchange. However, the 
advance amount was not enough, leading 
to increasing debts. The farmers were also 
forced to grow indigo under unfavorable 
terms. 

 � The revolt was a nonviolent resistance, with 
the farmers in no possession of arms. The 
revolt ended in 1860 after the formation of 
an Indigo commission that offered reforms 
to the system. The government eventually 
announced that ryots could not be forced 
to grow indigo, and planters closed all of 
their factories.

The Mappila Rebellion of 1921 :

 � It is also known as the Moplah Rebellion or 
Malabar Rebellion, was a series of armed 
revolts by Mappila Muslims in the Malabar 
region of Kerala, India. The rebellion was a 
response to British colonial rule and upper-
caste Hindu landlords. The rebellion began 
on August 20, 1921 and lasted for over four 

months. 

The rebellion was sparked by a number of 
factors, including:

1. Religious grievances :

 � The Moplahs were angered by the perceived 
Hindu domination of the Malabar region. 
They were also alarmed by the growth of 
Hindu nationalism in India.

2. Oppressive agrarian system  :

 � The Mappillas rose against an oppressive 
agrarian system and fought bravely with 
crude weapons against a mighty empire. 

 � The rebellion was led by Variyamkunnath 
Kunhamed Haji and Ali Musaliar. The 
British crushed the rebellion by the end 
of 1921, raising a special battalion, the 
Malabar Special Force for the riot. 

 � The Mappila movement eventually merged 
with the ongoing Khilafat agitation. 
Leaders of the Khilafat-Non-Cooperation 
Movement such as Gandhi, Shaukat Ali, 
and Maulana Azad addressed Mappila 
meetings.

The Revolt of 1857 :

 � It is also known as the Indian Mutiny, was 
a widespread but unsuccessful rebellion 
against the British East India Company 
in India in 1857–59. The revolt began on 
May 10, 1857 in Meerut, when Indian 
soldiers (sepoys) in the British East India 
Company’s army mutinied against their 
British commanders. The revolt spread to 
Delhi, Agra, Kanpur, and Lucknow, and 
was contained only with the rebels’ defeat 
in Gwalior on June 20, 1858. 

The revolt was caused by many factors, 
including:

1. Religious and social causes
2. Racism or racial discrimination
3. Exploitation of Indians
4. Interference in religious and cultural 

affairs
5. Torture of Indians
6. The introduction of the “Enfield” rifle
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7. The Doctrine of Lapse, which allowed 
the British to annex any native state 
whose ruler died without a male heir 

 � The British granted amnesty to all rebels 
not involved in murder on November 1, 
1858, but did not declare the hostilities to 
have formally ended until July 8, 1859.  

506. In the context of Indian history, the 
Rakhmabai case of 1884 revolved around 
: 

1. Women’s right to gain education
2. Age of consent
3. Restitution of conjugal rights

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Rakhmabai case of 1884 was a highly 
publicized trial in India that centered on 
women’s age of consent, and restitution of 
conjugal rights. 

 � In 1884, Dadaji filed a lawsuit for restitution 
of conjugal rights after failing to convince 
Rukhmabai’s family to send her to live 
with him. Rukhmabai refused to stay with 
her husband, citing his poverty and poor 
health. The court gave her two options: 
1. comply or
2. face imprisonment. 

 � The case, its appeal, and Rukhmabai’s loss 
sparked a lot of discussion and controversy 
in the Indian and international press. 
Rukhmabai’s defense lawyer was Kashinath 
Trimbak Telang, a well-known expert on 
Hindu law who later became a judge of the 
Bombay High Court. Telang demonstrated 
in the Court of Appeal that such issues were 
not legal concerns within Hinduism. 

 � Rukhmabai (1864–1955) was an Indian 
physician and feminist who was the second 
woman in India to receive a medical degree 
and practice medicine.

507. The Gandhi-Irwin Pact included which of 
the following?  

1. Invitation to Congress to participate 
in the Round Table Conference

2. Withdrawal of Ordinances 
promulgated in connection with the 
Civil Disobedience Movement

3. Acceptance of Gandhi’s suggestion for 
enquiry into police excesses.

4. Release of only those prisoners who 
were not charged with violence.

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

Explanation :  (B)

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact, signed in 1931, 
included the following terms:

1. Government :

 � Withdraw all ordinances and end 
prosecutions. Release all political prisoners, 
except those guilty of violence. Permit 
peaceful picketing of liquor and foreign 
cloth shops. Restore confiscated properties 
of the satyagrahis.

2. Gandhi :

 � Pledge to give up the satyagraha campaign.

3. Irwin :

 � Agree to release those who had been 
imprisoned during the campaign and to 
allow Indians to make salt for domestic use.

4. Indian National Congress (INC) :

 � Agree to take part in the Round Table 
Conference. Stop the civil disobedience 
movement. 

The pact also included the following 
features:

1. Withdrawal of all ordinances that 
curbed the activities of the Congress.
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2. Permitting the free collection or 
manufacture of salt by persons near 
the seacoast.

508. Wellesley established the Fort William 
College at Calcutta because: 

(a) He was asked by the Board of Directors 
at London to do so

(b) He wanted to revive interest in 
oriental learning in India

(c) He wanted to provide William Carey 
and his associates with employment

(d) He wanted to train British civilians 
for administrative purpose in India

Explanation :  (D)

 � Lord Richard Wellesley established the Fort 
William College in Calcutta in 1800 to train 
British officials in the vernacular languages 
and customs of India. The college’s primary 
goal was to educate British officials in Indian 
languages to improve administration. 

 � The college’s curriculum initially included 
Persian and other Indian languages, as well 
as cultural and historical knowledge of 
India. The curriculum was later expanded 
to include other subjects such as law, 
mathematics, and science. 

 � Wellesley backdated the statute of 
foundation to May 4, 1800, to commemorate 
the first anniversary of his victory over Tipu 
Sultan at Seringapatam.

509. With reference to the book “Desher 
Katha” written by Sakharam Ganesh 
Deuskar during the freedom struggle, 
consider the following statement :  

1. It warned against the Colonial States 
hypnotic conquest of the mind.

2. It inspired the performance of 
swadeshi street plays and folk songs.

3. The use of ‘desh’ by Deuskar was in 
the specific context of the region of 
Bengal.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � Sakharam Ganesh Deuskar’s 1904 political 
pamphlet Desher Katha (Story of the 
Nation/Country) warned against the 
British colonial state’s “hypnotic conquest 
of the mind”. The book criticized British 
rule in India and aimed to awaken Indian 
consciousness and inspire resistance. It 
also inspired the performance of swadeshi 
street plays and folk songs.

 � The political pamphlet inspired the 
performance of swadeshi street plays and 
folk songs. The book was published in 1904 
and is about the British rule in India and the 
slavery of Indian people. It warned against 
the colonial state’s hypnotic conquest of the 
mind. 

 � Street plays were a means of protest 
and mobilization against British rule. 
Performance artists chose to stage their 
work on the street to directly confront or 
engage the public. They also wanted to 
reach people who couldn’t afford to buy a 
stage ticket. 

 � The Swadeshi movement was formally 
proclaimed on August 7, 1905, with the 
passing of the “Boycott” resolution.

 � Deuskar uses “desh” in the context of the 
whole country to invoke a sense of national 
identity and unity among all Indians against 
the British colonial rule, not just those in 
Bengal.

510. The Vital-Vidhvansak, the first monthly 
journal to have the untouchable people as 
its target audience was published by:  

(a) Gopal Baba Walangkar
(b) Jyotiba Phule
(c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
(d) Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar

Explanation :  (A)

 � Gopal Baba Walangkar published The 
Vital-Vidhvansak in 1888. The journal’s 
title translates to “Destroyer of Brahmanical 
or Ceremonial Pollution”. The Vital-
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Vidhvansak was the first monthly journal 
to target the untouchable population. 

 � Walangkar was born into a Mahar caste, 
which is a scheduled caste. He was a 
leader of the Mahar Movement in the 
19th century, and he also served in the 
military. He is known for his contributions 
to social reform and awareness through 
his journalism and writing. He wrote 
extensively on social issues in Marathi 
periodicals and newspapers.

2021

511. In the first quarter of the seventeenth 
century, in which of the following was/
were the factory/factories of the English 
East India Company located? 

1. Broach
2. Chicacole
3. Trichinopoly

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2
(c) 3 only
(d) 2 and 3

Explanation :  (A)

 � In the first quarter of the 17th century, the 
English East India Company established 
factories in Surat, Broach, Ahmedabad, 
Agra, and Masulipatnam. 

 � The first English factory in India was 
established in Surat, a key port for trading 
with the Mughals. In 1613, Broach (now 
Bharuch) became one of the company’s first 
factories, and was a key center for trade in 
indigo and cotton textiles. In 1625, the 
company established another important 
factory in Chicacole (now Srikakulam). 

 � The company was established in 1600 to 
trade with the East Indies, which included 
China, Southeast Asia, and the Indian 
subcontinent. The company’s factories were 
trading posts and warehouses that also 
served as political and diplomatic centers. In 
the early years of the company’s operations, 
the factories were mainly located on the 

west coast of India, particularly in Gujarat 
and Surat.

512. Consider the following statements : 

1. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 
1919 recommended granting voting 
rights to all the women above the age 
of 21.  

2. The Government of India Act of 1935 
gave women reserved seats in the 
legislature.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � The statement “The Montagu-Chelmsford 
Reforms of 1919 recommended granting 
voting rights to all the women above the 
age of 21” is incorrect.

 � The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, also 
known as the Government of India Act of 
1919, did not recommend granting voting 
rights to women. Instead, the reforms 
recommended the creation of a franchise 
commission to consider the issue of 
extending the franchise. 

 � The 1919 Act’s primary goal was to increase 
the participation of Indian people in 
government. The Act also established a 
Dual System of Government, which split 
all government-controlled activity into two 
categories.

 � Government of India Act of 1935 granted 
women 41 reserved seats in provincial 
legislatures and limited reservation in 
central legislatures. The seats were reserved 
for women on a communal basis, but 
women could also contest from any general 
seat. 

The Government of India Act of 1935 
also:

1. Made 29 million men and 6 million 
women eligible to vote
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2. Established a reserve bank to control 
the flow of currency in the country

3. Led to the foundation of the federal 
court in 1937 

 � However, the Constitution of India, when 
promulgated on January 26, 1950, did not 
have the 1935 Act’s provision for reservation 
of seats for women.

513. With reference to 8th August 1942 in 
Indian history, which one of the following 
statements is correct?  

(a) The Quit India Resolution was 
adopted by the AICC.

(b) The Viceroy’s Executive Council was 
expanded to include more Indians.

(c) The Congress ministries resigned in 
seven provinces.

(d) Cripps proposed an Indian Union 
with full Dominion Status once the 
Second World War was over.

Explanation :  (A)

 � The All India Congress Committee (AICC) 
adopted the “Quit India” resolution on 
August 8, 1942 at its Bombay session.

 � The resolution was moved by Jawaharlal 
Nehru and seconded by Sardar Patel. The 
resolution stated that the British must 
immediately leave India. 

 � Mahatma Gandhi launched the “Quit 
India” movement at the Bombay session of 
the AICC.

 � The movement demanded an end to British 
rule in India during World War II. On the 
same day, Gandhi urged Indians to act as 
a free nation and follow non-violent civil 
disobedience. 

The movement was caused by:

1. The failure of the Cripps Mission
2. India’s involvement in World War II 

without prior consultation
3. The prevalence of anti-British 

sentiment 

The movement had the following 
successes:

1. The rise of future leaders

2. Women’s participation
3. The rise of nationalism 
4. The iconic “Quit India” slogan was 

coined by socialist
5. Congress leader Yusuf Meher Ali in 

1942.  

Statement (b) is incorrect :

 � More Indians were added to Viceroy’s 
executive council by Government of India 
Act 1919. First time, an Indian was added 
in this council by Government of India act 
1909.  

•	 Statement (c) is incorrect : Congress 
resigned from ministries in 7 provinces in 
1939 as they decided not to support war 
as India could not be party to a war for 
democratic freedom while that freedom 
was being denied to India.  

•	 Statement (d) is incorrect : Yes, Cripps 
proposed a dominion status to India, but 
this was not related to 8 August 1942.  

514. In the context of Colonial India, Shah 
Nawaz Khan, Prem Kumar Sehgal and 
Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon are remembered 
as: 

(a) Leaders of Swadeshi and Boycott 
Movement

(b) Members of the Interim Government 
in 1946

(c) Members of the Drafting Committee 
in the Constituent Assembly

(d) Officers of the Indian National Army

Explanation :  (D)

In the context of Colonial India, Shah 
Nawaz Khan, Prem Kumar Sehgal, and 
Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon are all officers of 
the Indian National Army (INA):

1. Shah Nawaz Khan :

 � (1914-1983) A Major General, politician, 
and freedom fighter who led INA troops 
into North-Eastern India.

2. Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon :

 � (1914-2006) An officer who played a key 
role in the Indian independence movement 
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and was charged with “waging war against 
His Majesty the King Emperor”.

3. Prem Kumar Sehgal : 

 � A colonel who commanded the 2nd 
Division and led the 2nd Infantry Regiment 
at Popa. 

 � These officers were trusted colleagues of 
Netaji and were tried in 1945 at the Red 
Fort in Delhi, the first trial of INA prisoners 
of war.

515. Who among the following was associated 
as Secretary with Hindu Female School 
which later came to be known as Bethune 
Female School?  

(a) Annie Besant
(b) Debendranath Tagore
(c) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
(d) Sarojini Naidu

Explanation :  (C)

 � Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was the first 
secretary of the Hindu Female School, 
which later became known as the Bethune 
Female School in 1856. Vidyasagar 
was a government school inspector 
who promoted education for girls and 
established institutions for them. He was a 
pioneer of higher education for women and 
introduced reforms to improve the quality 
of education for girls. 

 � The  Hindu Female School was established 
in Kolkata in 1849 by John Elliot Drinkwater 
Bethune. In 1856, the government took 
charge of the school and renamed it Bethune 
School in 1856. In 1878, the school was 
amalgamated with Banga Maha Vidyalaya.

516. With reference to Madanapalle of Andhra 
Pradesh, which one of the following 
statements is correct? 

(a) Pingali Venkayya designed the 
tricolour Indian National Flag here.

(b) Pattabhi Sitaramaiah led the Quit 
India Movement of Andhra region 
from here

(c) Rabindranath Tagore translated the 
National Anthem from Bengali to 
English here.

(d) Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott 
set up headquarters of Theosophical 
Society first here

Explanation :  (C)

 � Rabindranath Tagore translated the Bengali 
national anthem, “Jana Gana Mana,” into 
English on February 28, 1919 at the Besant 
Theosophical College in Madanapalle, 
Andhra Pradesh. Tagore named the English 
version “The Morning Song of India”.

 � Pingali Venkayya is credited with designing 
the Indian national flag. Venkayya was a 
freedom fighter and member of the Indian 
independence movement. In 1921, he 
presented his design to Mahatma Gandhi, 
the leader of the All-India Congress. The 
Constituent Assembly of India adopted the 
flag on July 22, 1947. 

 � Venkayya was born on August 2, 1876 in 
Bhatlapenumarru, Andhra Pradesh. He 
was a teacher, author, agriculturist, linguist, 
and party member. India observes National 
Flag Adoption Day on July 22nd each year.

 � Bhogaraju Pattabhi Sitaramayya was 
a member of the Congress Working 
Committee when the Quit India Movement 
began in 1942. He was arrested along with 
the entire committee and imprisoned for 
three years without any outside contact in 
the fort in Ahmednagar, Maharashtra.

 � Madame H. P. Blavatsky and Colonel Henry 
Steel Olcott founded the Theosophical 
Society in 1875 and established its 
headquarters in Adyar, India in 1882. 

 � The Theosophical Society is an organization 
that promotes theosophy, which comes 
from the Greek word theosophia meaning 
“God’s wisdom”. The society advocates for 
a worldwide religion based on Buddhistic 
and Brahmanic teachings. 

 � Blavatsky was a Russian and American 
author and mystic who became a leading 
theoretician of Theosophy. Olcott was 
an American military officer, journalist, 
lawyer, and Freemason who became the 
society’s first president.
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517. Who among the following is associated 
with ‘Song from Prison’, a translation of 
ancient Indian religious lyrics in English?  

(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak
(b) Jawaharlal Nehru
(c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
(d) Sarojini Naidu

Explanation :  (C)

 � Quit India Movement planned an all-out 
campaign to compel British withdrawal 
from India, after the failure of the Cripps 
Mission to reach a compromise.  

 � At the historic August meeting at Gowalia 
Tank in Bombay, Gandhi proclaimed his 
mantra—’do or die’. He was arrested on 
August 9, 1942. 

 � He undertook a 21-day fast in February 
1943 to protest against the Government 
actions against Indians involved in the 
movement.

 � Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi is 
associated with the translation of ancient 
Indian religious lyrics in English, known as 
Songs from Prison. 

 � Gandhi translated the lyrics from Sanskrit 
hymns and scriptures like the Upanishads 
while in Yeravda Prison in 1930. John 
S Hoyland was the other editor of the 
translation.

2022

518. With reference to Indian history, consider 
the following statements: 

1. The Dutch established their factories/
warehouses on the east coast on lands 
granted to them by Gajapati rulers.

2. Alfonso de Albuquerque captured 
Goa from the Bijapur Sultanate.

3. The English East India Company 
established a factory at Madras 
on a plot of land leased from a 
representative of the Vijayanagara 
empire.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Explanation :  (B)

 � Kapilendra, the minister of Bhanudeva IV 
(1414-1435), usurped the throne in 1435 
and laid the foundation of the Gajapati 
rule in Odisha. After Pratapa Rudra’s death 
(1540), his successors could hardly hold the 
empire intact, and the end of Suryavamsi 
(Gajapati) dynasty came soon after (1542), 
whereas the Dutch East India Company 
was formed in 1602 through a charter.

 � Albuquerque acquired Goa from the Sultan 
of Bijapur in 1510 with ease; the principal 
port of the Sultan of Bijapur became “the 
first bit of Indian territory to be under the 
Europeans since the time of Alexander the 
Great”.

 � The English east india company established 
a factory in Madras (1639) on land leased 
from a representative of the Vijayanagara 
empire called The Nayakas.

519. Consider the following freedom fighters:  

1. Barindra Kumar Ghosh
2. Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee
3. Rash Behari Bose

Who of the above was/were actively 
associated with the Ghadar Party?

(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 3 only

Explanation :  (D)

 � Ghadar revolutionaries were primarily 
based in the United States, especially in San 
Francisco, Vancouver, and New York. They 
also had branches along the US Coast and 
in the far East. 

 � The Ghadar revolutionaries, also known 
as the Ghadar Party, were inspired by anti-
colonialist and nationalist ideas. They were 
Punjabi immigrants who had settled in the 
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US and Canada. The Ghadar Party’s goal 
was to overthrow British rule in India and 
establish a socialist republic.

Some key members of the Ghadar Party 
include:

1. Lala Har Dayal
2. Sant Baba Wasakha Singh Dadehar
3. Baba Jawala Singh
4. Santokh Singh
5. Sohan Singh Bhakna
6. Ras Behari Bose

 � The Ghadar Party was initially called the 
Pacific Coast Hindustan Association and 
was formed in the United States on July 
15, 1913. The Ghadar Party’s headquarters 
were located at 436 Hill St, San Francisco, 
California in the Yugantar Ashram 
building. The Ghadar Party’s newspaper, 
Ghadar, was published to spread awareness 
about British rule in India. In 1915, the 
Ghadar Party organized a failed uprising in 
India.

 � Barindra Kumar Ghosh was associated 
with a revolutionary group called Jugantar 
and Jogesh Chatterjee was associated with 
the Hindustan Republican Association/ 
Army (HRA).

520. With reference to the proposals of 
Cripps Mission, consider the following 
statements:  

1. The Constituent Assembly would 
have members nominated by the 
Provincial Assemblies as well as the 
Princely States.

2. Any Province, which is not prepared 
to accept the new Constitution would 
have the right to sign a separate 
agreement with Britain regarding its 
future status.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation :  (B)

 � Cripps Mission, which took place in Delhi 
in 1942, proposed that provinces that are 
unwilling to accept the new constitution 
have the right to sign a separate agreement 
with Britain regarding their future status:
1. The British government would accept 

the new constitution if any province 
that is unwilling to join the Union 
could form a separate union and have 
a separate constitution

2. The new constitution-making body 
and the British government would 
negotiate a treaty to effect the transfer 
of power

 � The Cripps Mission was a mission sent to 
India in March 1942 by Sir Stafford Cripps 
to seek Indian support for World War II.

The mission’s main proposals were:

1. Establish an Indian Union with 
dominion status

2. Allow the Indian Union to decide its 
relations with the Commonwealth

3. Allow the Indian Union to participate 
in the United Nations and other 
international bodies

4. Convene a constituent assembly after 
the war to frame a new constitution

5. The British Government would accept 
the new constitution subject to two 
conditions

6. Any province not willing to join 
the Union could have a separate 
constitution and form a separate 
Union

7. Princely states would not be bound 
to follow the provision of the new 
constitution

8. After the formation of a constitution, 
there would be a treaty between 
Britain and India to chalk out a 
framework for the transfer of political 
power to the Indian 

 � The Cripps Mission was rejected by the 
INC, the Muslim League and other Indian 
groups. The British saw the proposals as 
too radical and the INC saw them as too 
conservative.
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521. By  which  one of the following Acts 
was the Governor General of Bengal  
designated as the Governor General of 
India? 

(a) The Regulating Act 
(b) The Pitt’s India Act 
(c) The Charter Act of 1793 
(d) The Charter Act of 1833

Explanation :  (D)

 � The Charter Act of 1833 renamed the 
Governor-General of Bengal as the 
Governor-General of India. The act also 
gave the Governor-General of India all civil 
and military powers. 

 � The Charter Act of 1833 was the result of 
the Industrial Revolution in England. It was 
also the final step towards centralization in 
British India.

 � The act replaced the governor-general and 
Council of Fort William with the governor-
general and Council of India. William 
Bentick was the first Governor-General of 
British India.

Some of its provisions include:

1. Law Commission: Established a Law 
Commission to codify and consoli-
date Indian laws. The first Law Com-
mission was appointed in 1834 and 
consisted of five members, including 
Lord T.B. Macually as chairman.

2. Governor-General: The gover-
nor-general in India was the same as 
the governor-general in Bengal. Lord 
William Bentinck became the first 
Governor-General of India.

3. Legislative abilities: The adminis-
trations of Bombay and Madras were 
drained of their legislative abilities.

4. Abolition of Slavery: The Charter 
Act of 1833 ensured the decline of 
slavery in British India.

5. British East India Company: The act 
ended the commercial activities of 
the British East India Company and 
made it a purely administrative body.

6. Trade relations: The act suspended 
trade relations with China.

7. Laws: The act mandated that all laws 
enacted in India be submitted to the 
British Parliament.

8. British colonization: The act legal-
ized the British colonization of the 
country.

9. English settlement: The act permit-
ted the English to settle freely in In-
dia.

522. With reference to the Indian History, 
Alexander Rea, A. H. Longhurst, Robert 
Sewell, James Burgess and Walter Elliot  
were associated with : 

(a)  Achaeological excavations 
(b)  Establishment of English Press in  

Colonial India 
(c)  Establishment of Churches in Princely 

States
(d)  construction of railways in Colonial 

India

Explanation :  (A)

 � Alexander Rea, A. H. Longhurst, Robert 
Sewell, James Burgess, and Walter Elliot 
were all archaeological surveyors in India 
during British rule. They are associated 
with archaeological excavations in India, 
including the Ajanta Caves, the Ellora 
Caves, and the Hampi ruins. Their work 
has helped to shed light on the history and 
culture of India. 

Here’s some more information about 
some of these people:

1. Alexander Rea: A British (Scottish) 
archaeologist and photographer who 
arrived in India in 1882 and became 
Assistant of Burgess in the A.S.I., 
Madras Division, from 1886.  

2. Albert Henry Longhurst: A British 
archaeologist and art historian who 
worked in India and Ceylon.

3. Robert Sewell: The Keeper of the 
Madras Record Office who was 
responsible for documenting ancient 
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inscriptions and remains in the 
region.

523. Consider the following statements :  

Statement I:  7th August is declared as the 
National  Handloom Day. 

Statement-II : It was in 1905 that the 
Swadeshi Movement was launched on the 
same day. 

Which one of the following is correct in 
respect of the above· statements? 

(a)  Both Statement I and Statement II are 
correct and Statement II is the correct 
explanation for Statement I. 

(b)  Both Statement I and Statement II are 
correct and Statement II is not the 
correct explanation for Statement I. 

(c)  Statement I is correct but Statement II 
is incorrect. 

(d)  Statement I is incorrect but Statement 
II is correct

Explanation :  (A)

 � Both Statement I and Statement II are 
correct and Statement II is the correct 
explanation for Statement I.

 � August 7 was chosen as the National 
Handloom Day to commemorate the 
Swadeshi Movement which was launched 
on this day in 1905 in the Calcutta Town 
hall to protest against the partition of 
Bengal by the British Government.

524. With reference to India, consider the 
following pairs: 

Action
The Act under 

which it is 
covered

1. Unauthorized wearing 
of police or military 

uniforms

under  The 
Official Secrets 

Act, 1923
2. Knowingly misleading: 

or otherwise interfering 
with a police officer or 
military officer when 

engaged in their duties

under  The 
Indian 

Evidence Act, 
1872

3. Celebratory gunfire 
which can endanger 
the personal safety of 

others     under

The Arms 
(Amendment) 

Act, 2019

How many of the above pairs are correctly 
matched?

(a) Only one  
(b) Only two
(c) All Three  
(d) None

Explanation :  (B)

 � The Official Secrets Act of 1923 is an 
anti-espionage law in India that dates 
back to the British colonial era. The act 
prohibits actions that support an enemy 
state’s attack against India and prohibits 
access to restricted government sites or 
authority. It also makes spying, sharing 
secret information, and unauthorized use 
of uniforms punishable offenses. 

 � The act states that actions that help an 
enemy state against India are strongly 
condemned. It also states that one cannot 
approach, inspect, or even pass over a 
prohibited government site or area. 

 � The act provides the framework for 
dealing with espionage, sedition, and other 
potential threats to the integrity of the 
nation. If found guilty, a person may get up 
to 14 years’ imprisonment, a fine, or both.

 � The Indian Evidence Act of 1872 is a set 
of rules that govern the admissibility of 
evidence in Indian courts. It was originally 
passed by the Imperial Legislative Council 
in 1872, during the British Raj. 

The Act recognizes several types of 
evidence, including:

1. Oral testimony, Documentary 
evidence, Physical evidence. 

2. The  Act also states that any 
information contained in an 
electronic record is admissible in legal 
proceedings, without the need for the 
original device. 
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The Act is important for a number of 
reasons, including:

1. It guarantees that only credible and 
admissible proof is given in court.

2. It protects the rights of witnesses and 
accused by defining the circumstances 
under which they can be forced to 
testify. 

Some of the cardinal principles of the law 
of evidence include:

1. Evidence must be confined to the 
matter in issue.

2. Hearsay evidence must not be 
admitted.

3. Best evidence must be given in all 
cases.

 � The Arms (Amendment) Act, 2019 ensures 
that those using firearms in a rash or 
negligent manner in celebratory gunfire, 
endangering human life or personal safety 
of others, shall be punishable with an 
imprisonment to two years or with fine 
which may extend to Rs one lakh or with 
both.

2024

525. With reference to revenue collection 
by Cornwallis, consider the following 
statements:

1. Under the Ryotwari Settlement of 
revenue collection, the peasants 
were exempted from revenue 
payment in case of bad harvests or 
natural calamities.

2. Under the Permanent Settlement 
in Bengal, if the Zamindar failed to 
pay his revenues to the state, on or 
before the fixed date, he would be 
removed from his Zamindari.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (B)

 � Under the Ryotwari Settlement of revenue 
collection, peasants were not exempted 
from revenue payment in case of bad 
harvests or natural calamities. Hence, 
statement 1 is not correct.

 � Permanent settlement was designed by John 
Shore & implemented by Lord Cornwallis 
in 1793.

 � In permanent settlement revenue was fixed 
at 45% of the produce of which 10/11th 
share was fixed for the Company & 1/11th 
share went to Zamindars. This amount to 
be paid was fixed permanently

 � Under the Sunset Law 1793, If a Zamindar 
failed to pay revenue in the British to state 
on time, he would be removed from his 
zamindari. Hence, statement 2 is correct.

526. With reference to the Government of 
India Act, 1935, consider the following 
statements :

1. It provided for the establishment of 
an All India Federation based on the 
union of the British Indian Provinces 
and Princely States.

2. Defence and Foreign Affairs were 
kept under the control of the federal 
legislature.

Which of the statements given above is/
are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Explanation : (C)

Government of India Act (1935):
 � It provided for the establishment of an All-

India Federation consisting of provinces 
and princely states as units. Hence, 
statement 1 is correct. 

 � It introduced bicameralism in six out of 
eleven provinces. 

 � The Government of India Act (1935) 
categorised subjects into three lists: the 
central list, the state list, and the concurrent 
list.  
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 � The federal (central) list, comprising 59 
items of national significance, includes 
defence, foreign affairs, finance, railways, 
currency, and the press. Hence, statement 
2 is correct. 

 � The state list, with 54 items of regional 
importance, covers education, medicine, 
agriculture, law and order, and local 
government. 

 � The concurrent list includes 36 items such 
as electricity, marriage, divorce, labour, and 
criminal law. 

 � The remaining subjects were assigned to the 
Governor-General under residual powers. 
Hence, option (c) is correct.

527. Consider the following pairs :

Party Its Leader
1. Bharatiya Jana 

Sangh
Dr.Shyama Prasad 

Mukherjee
2. Socialist Party C. Rajagopalachari

3. Congress for 
Democracy 

Jagjivan Ram

4. Swatantra 
Party 

Acharya Narendra 
Dev

How many of the above are correctly 
matched?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Explanation : (B)

 � Bharatiya Jana Sangh - Syama Prasad 
Mukherjee- 1951.  Hence, pair 1 is 
correctly matched.

 � The Socialist Party -Jai Prakash Narayan, 
Ram Manohar Lohia, and Acharya 
Narendra Dev-1934 Hence, pair 2 is not 
correctly matched.

 � Congress for Democracy (CFD) - Jagjivan 
Ram -1977. Hence, pair 3 is correctly 
matched.

 � Swatantra Party - C Rajagopalachari, Minoo 
Masani and N G Ranga -1959. Hence, pair 

4 is not correctly matched
•	 Therefore only two pairs are correctly 

matched. Hence, Option (b) is correct.
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